A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Two — 2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4

Florence Littauer in her book How to Get Along with Difficult
People says this:

(How to Get Along with Difficult People by Florence Littauer)

Most vocal in criticizing the pastor and parishioners is
Joyce Judging, who comes from a long line of people with
discerning spirits. As far as Joyce is concerned, the Christian
life 1s a long list of don’ts for other people, and she feels that
God has appointed her as the watchdog of the community.
Joyce has a great memory for Biblical instruction, and she
feels led to tell other people where they are wrong and how
they could improve to be like her. She loves to teach on the
gifts of the Spirit and to show how she was personally
anointed with the Gift of Correction toward other people.

She loves to tell how the Lord Himself led her down a dim
alley to a pawnshop in Tel Aviv where she found the original
marble tablet of Moses saying Thou Shalt Not. She keeps it on
her mantle at home as a warning to her children, lest they
stray from the straight and narrow.
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(How to Get Along with Difficult People by Florence Littauer)

Joyce 1s always open to learning new truths, and this very
afternoon she, Marvin, and the entire choir will be attending
the new symposium, “Music in your Midlife Crisis.” Joyce has
taken courses on the “Inner Life,” the “Outer Life,” and the
“Upper Life.” She has been baptized, sanctified, catechized,
confirmized, and mesmerized, but all that her religious
training seems to have done is provide her with a larger
yardstick by which to measure the sins of other people.

Joyce 1s sincere, studious, and sinless—on the surface—
but there are some people who find her superiority difficult.
p. 20

Why is it that we find so much criticism in the body of Christ?
Why is it that people criticize?

William J. Diehm wrote a book called Criticizing and this 1s
what he says:

(Criticizing by William J. Diehm)

Criticism has caused more unhappiness, shattered more
marriages, destroyed more children, discouraged more people,
and stopped more progress than any other weapon. Even God
doesn’t like 1t. When the children of Israel were wandering
through the wilderness on the way to the promised land, their
faultfinding, complaints, and critical attitude gave God a
heartache, and almost terminated the exodus (Exod. 32:9-10).
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Often we fall into the habit of criticism without realizing
how destructive our sharp-tongued words really are. In How t¢
Win Friends and Influence People, Dale Carnegie entitled the
first chapter, “Don’t Criticize, Condemn, or Complain.” When 1
worked for Mr. Carnegie, I asked him, “Why did you start your
book with the negative, “Don’t criticize?”.

He replied, “I thought and thought, but I could find no
other way of saying the most important idea of dealing with
people. That idea 1s—don’t criticize.”

p. 23

(Criticizing by William J. Diehm)

...criticism divides and destroys like a pillaging army.
Criticism simply doesn’t work, because 1t hurts people’s
feelings; they feel put down and lose self-esteem. Criticism
discourages people and often depresses them. It starts fights,
destroys relationships, and attracts evil influences to itself.
Criticism 1s a half-truth that focuses on bad news, creates a
negative atmosphere, and destroys the love that binds
together the family, the community, and the church.

It 1s for this reason that I pass on to you the simple, but
valuable advice, “Don’t criticize!”

p. 26

Paul is moving from COMFORT to CRITICISM.

In the first eleven verses, he describes what he’s been
through. And we focus basically on the word “COMFORT”.



Paul has been criticized by the Corinthians and basically the
criticism 1is this: PAUL CAN'T BE TRUSTED.

“He promised that he was coming to see us and he didn’t come
to see us. So you just can’t trust anything Paul says.”

And, 1t’s so easy in personal relationships, when somebody
starts criticizing to write them off. And such is the case.

How would we feel if we criticized the apostle Paul for not
coming like he said he was supposed to come and then we
heard the first eleven verses from our last study? A lot of
times, when we criticize without all the facts and we're
picking on somebody; someday we're going to be terribly
embarrassed. Because when 1t comes to the surface, we're
going to realize just how wrong we were in the things that we
had to say.

Now, just imagine sitting in the audience and Paul’s letter is
being read and we’ve criticized him for not coming and then
we read a verse like this:

2 Corinthians 1:8

We're not desiring you to be unaware brethren concerning our
affliction which came to us 1in Asia. But, we were burdened
excessively beyond our strength so that we despaired even of
living.

In other words, we had such a major crisis in Ephesus we all
4



nearly died in it. And then to have to sit there and accept the
fact that they've been one of those who has used their tongue
to condemn and to criticize. They are a carnal Corinthian
picking on the apostle Paul.

And this critical spirit is obviously evident in the church at
Corinth and Paul has to deal with it. Now the last verse we
looked at was verse 11 and this is a real good principle to
follow:

2 Corinthians 1:11

You also joining and helping us through your prayers in order
that thanksgiving may be given by many persons on our
behalf for the favor bestowed upon us through the prayers of
many.

It’s pretty tough to criticize someone we are praying for. And
in essence Paul is believing the best. That at least there have
been times that they have been praying for him.

So now, when we get to verse 12, we move away from the
comfort on how to handle the hard times and we start focusing
on the critical spirit. Let’s pick up now at verse 12 and we’ll
see how Paul handles this.

v. 12 For our glorying is this, the testimony of our
conscience, that in holiness and godly sincerity, not
in fleshly wisdom but in the grace of God, we



ordered our behavior in the world, and especially
toward you.

“For our glorying is this, the testimony of our conscience, that
in holiness and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but in
the grace of God, we ordered our behavior in the world, and
especially toward you.”

That’s great, 1sn’t it? To be able to confront somebody who’s
criticizing us and say, “that’s alright, y’all can criticize if you
want, but we're glorying in something.” And there is
something we're glorying in and that is, we have the
testimony of a conscience.

One of the best ways we can handle criticism and keep from
destroying our own self-image by believing what people are
saylng about us, 1s to know what we really feel inside and
have a conscience that 1s right toward God.

In Acts 24:16 Paul says:

Acts 24:16

In view of this, I also do my best to maintain a blameless
conscience both toward God and toward man.

In 1 John 1:5-7 we read this:

1 John 1:5-7




This i1s the message we have heard from Him, and announced
to you: God 1s light and in Him there is no darkness at all. If
we say that we have fellowship with Him and we walk in the
darkness, we lie and we don’t practice the truth. But if we
walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus His Son
cleanses us from all sin.”

Man looks on the outward appearance, but God looks on the

heart. And Paul says: “We glory in this. We've got a
conscience.”

And that conscience has TWO THINGS that characterize 1it.
It’s:

1. “in holiness” and
2. “godly sincerity.”

The “holiness” 1s what we see on the OUTSIDE. That’s His
ACTION.

And the “godly sincerity” is the ATTITUDE.

“Holiness” looks OUTWARD.

“Godly sincerity” looks INWARD.

“our glorying is this, the testimony of a conscience, that in

holiness and godly sincerity” is the way we live.
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“Holiness” 1s in the HEART, and as a result 1t’s REAL.

It’s interesting how Dr. Norman Wakefield puts holiness and
suffering together. It made these two sections come together.
Why move from suffering to holiness? Because suffering is the
path of holiness. Our character’s going to be developed. If
we're going to really become a person who walks with God, it’s
going to be done through the purifying fires of suffering.
Listen to what he says:

(Solving Problems Before They Become Conflicts by Dr.
Normal Wakefield)

“The Scriptures clearly state that God is a pure,
righteous, holy Person. He is complete in every way—the only
being that i1s absolutely whole, absolutely without defilement.
Furthermore, in His love for man He 1s committed to bring
every child of God to this same perfect completion. His own
declaration “Be holy, because I am holy” expresses His intent
to do so.

p. 43

(Solving Problems Before They Become Conflicts by Dr.
Normal Wakefield)

God’s primary strategy to achieve practical holiness
involves problems, trials, and suffering. From God’s
perspective we have already been made holy through the
death of Christ on the cross. Through the active ministry of
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the Spirit within us now, the daily reality of holiness is being
worked out in our lives.

We should not be surprised that growth in spiritual
wholeness occurs this way. It is a basic principle of life, which
operates even in the natural world. An authority on
motivation says, “Obstacles are your friends; you can’t grow
without them.”

p. 44

God allows the suffering, we talked about in the last study, to
bring into our lives those things which will produce holiness.

And the first thing he says is:

“our glorying is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in
holiness [toward you] and godly sincerity,” we were not open,
we were not hypocritical, “not in fleshly wisdom.”

What does he mean? “not in fleshly wisdom?”

Back 1in the book of James 3 there’s a difference between God’s

kind of wisdom and the wisdom of this world, or the wisdom of
the flesh.

And in James 3: 14-16 we read this:

James 3:14-16

But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your
heart, don’t be arrogant and lie against the truth. This
9



wisdom 1s not which comes down from above, but is earthly,
natural, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition
exist there 1s disorder and every evil thing.

Paul’s saying, we lived “in holiness and godly sincerity, not in
fleshly wisdom”—that’s the NEGATIVE—“but”™—

POSITIVELY—"In the grace of God, we ordered our behavior
in the world and especially toward you.”

What does it mean “in the grace of God?” We can try to be
made holy through a relationship and the grace of God, or we
can try to demonstrate a hypocritical stance that we are
performing our holiness.

We can always tell—we call these people legalists, they are
performing. They're working out their holiness. They’ve got
their prescribed list of “do’s” and “don’ts” that they live by.

They don’t dance, they don’t drink, and they don’t smoke, and
they don’t chew and they don’t go with the girls that do. It’s a
performance kind of thing.

It’s the “Pollyg Pious.” It’s the “Sally Spiritual.” Give her a
minute and she will climb on her spiritual soapbox and toot
her holy horn. She is living according to the Law.

She knows nothing of an experience of the grace of God. A God
who accepts us unconditionally and is making us more
Christlike by all the circumstances and our exposure to the
Word of God that comes into our lives.
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Paul says it was not according to “fleshly wisdom,” but it was
“In the grace of God, that we ordered our behavior in the
world.”

And that’s:

Romans 12:2

Don’t be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is a good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.

“especially toward you.”

In essence Paul says: “We were transparent with you. We
were totally open, we had no hidden motives.”

He doesn’t have a conscience while he’s sitting up in Ephesus,
or as he writes this letter he’s in Philippi. He doesn’t have any
feelings inside that he ought to be convicted and that he ought
to really bow his head in shame, because he’s being criticized.
He says, “NO!” He says, “We’re glowing in one thing up here,
that as we have “ordered our behavior” toward you “in
holiness and godly sincerity,” not in fleshly wisdom but in the
ograce of God.” We did all this “especially toward you.”

Something happened in the Garden of Eden. And that 1s, man
became less transparent. He began to hide in relationships—

both with God and with other people.
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And as we begin to walk in the light, we become increasingly
more transparent. We have nothing to hide. As God exercises
our conscience, as our heart begins to increase in obedience,
we begin to relax and be at peace with God and with each
other, as much as possible.

And when people understand us, they understand that we're
becoming more and more conformed to the image of Christ.
And there’s a transparency about our life. Because we're
walking in the light and we don’t have anything to hide. Our
sins have been under the blood—forgiven and cleansed—and
we're walking with Him, and that’s what he’s saying.

v. 13 For we are writing nothing else to you than what
you are reading and understanding, and I am
hoping you will understand until the end.

“For we are writing nothing else to you than what you are
reading and understanding, and I am hoping you will
understand until the end.”

Doesn’t that sound just like today? Get a church fight going,
we have petitions and letters being written.

Around here we sign this one and we sign this one and we'’re
going to get this Pastor run out of town! We'll get a new one in
here!

We have all this vicious, malicious stuff that the saints
12



literally write in blood! And sign their names, and then take it
to the board in order to happen.

Paul says:

“we aren’t writing anything to you than what you're reading

and understanding, and I'm hoping you will understand until
the end!”

“We're not going to write one thing to you and then talk to you
1n a different way.”

Plummer, the Greek scholar, paraphrases this thirteenth
verse:

Do not believe for a moment that I write one thing at one time
and another at another. I write nothing different from what I
have written before. My meaning lies on the surface. You read
1t and you recognize it as true and I hope that the time will
never come you refuse to recognize it as such. Whatever I
write to you, I mean. And I don’t write something different to
somebody else. I'm ethical, honest with you and above board.
(source unknown)

v. 14 Just as you also partially did understand us, that
we are your reason to be proud as you also are
ours, in the day of our Lord Jesus.

“Just as you also partially did understand us, that we are your
reason to be proud as you also are ours, in the day of our Lord
13



Jesus.”

Notice the little phrase “partially understand.”

That’s a KEY PHRASE to why he’s being criticized. A lot of
times, we just don’t have all the facts. And so the criticism
accumulates, simply because we don’t take the time to run
down the truth. And so, we formulate an opinion, we make a
supposition, we speak an idea and somebody picks up on it.
And, low and behold we have a full blown criticism, set out to
destroy somebody in the process.

And he says, they “partially did understand us.” They did
have some of the information.

“we are your reason to be proud”

When we get to the Judgment Seat of Christ, we can be proud
that we were there, because we came to know Christ. But he
can also say, we're going to be proud. Because his glorying at
the Judgment Seat of Christ is they became Christians and so
he’s got to glory too on that “day of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

Let’s outline our verses:

1. A Clear Conscience—verses 12-14—that’s what we've
looked at.

Basically Paul says in this whole deal, “I've got a clear
conscience —verses 12-14.
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2. The Itinerary—verses 15 and 16.
3. Verse 17—The Questions.
The questions—there are going to be two of them.

4. What God Has Done—verses 18-22.

We can write two words over verses 23-2:4. And those words
are:

5. Sparing and Sorrow.

Sparing and Sorry—we’re going to see those two words, in the
last part, and it’ll be clear when we get there.

Alright now, we started the section, as he faces the criticism
he says: “I've got a clear conscience.”

Now, let’s go on to:

2. The Itinerary—verses 15 and 16.

It’s almost like Paul, as he’s getting into this point in the
letter, he reaches into his coat pocket and he pulls out his
itinerary from the travel agent. He’s going to lay out his plans
for his itinerary. Because after all, that’s been the thing that’s

really ticked him off.
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They’re criticizing because he said he was going to come to
Corinth and he didn’t come to Corinth. And so they don’t trust
anything the man says, when he makes a promise and he
doesn’t keep it. In essence that’s the criticism that he’s facing.
So, now, he’s going to jump right in it and go over the
1tinerary.

v. 15 And in this confidence I was wishing at first to
come to you, in order that you may be having a
second grace;

“And 1n this confidence I was wishing at first to come to you,
in order that you may be having a second grace;”

Now this verse 1s probably one of the most misunderstood and
torn apart theological verses in the Bible. And it’s ridiculous
that we would let a verse like this provide the foundation for a
theology that can’t hold water anyway.

In essence, we got everything we needed when we received
Jesus as our Savior. He came into our life, the Spirit of God
placed us in the family, and we are filled with the Spirit. We
sense His presence guiding us into truth, that we might
understand it. We're growing in grace and the knowledge of
the Lord Jesus. We don’t need a second work of grace!

And that 1sn’t what this means! Now, to put this in context.
He’s being criticized about his itinerary, so what’s he going to
do? He’s handling his itinerary. What is his itinerary? Well,
we know where he 1s? He’s up in Philippi right now. But,
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where was he when all this started? He was in Ephesus.

His original itinerary was, because there was a special on boat
trips, he was going to take a boat from Ephesus over to
Judea— 8 miles into Corinth. Then, he was going to swing
north for a 200 mile trip and he was going to hit Berea,
Thessalonica, Philippi at the top, make the loop-go Philippi,
Thessalonica, Berea, and back down to Corinth.

So, they had the privilege of seeing Paul on the front end and
the back end of the trip. They were going to get a second
grace. They were going to get a second opportunity for a visit
from him. And when we read the sixteenth verse that is very
logical and normal to understand it!

See what he says in verse 167

v. 16 and to pass through your [city] into Macedonia,
and again from Macedonia to come to you, and by
you to be helped on my journey to Judea.

“and to pass through your [city] into Macedonia,”—going north
to see everybody—“and again”—after I get through at Philippi
way up there in the north—“[from Macedonia] to come to
you,”’—the second time—“and by you to be helped on my
journey to Judea.”

What’s he saying?

We'’re going to learn later in the letter that he’s going to take
17



an offering from these people. They have a famine, an
economic collapse in Jerusalem and the people are really
hurting. So, his purpose is to visit these churches, take an
offering from them, come back to Corinth, get their offering,
then get on the boat and take a 750 mile trip in the
Mediterranean. Go straight east to Caesarea and then 50
miles over land to Jerusalem to deliver this offering. And he
actually accomplishes all of that.

But, he’s saying, “My original intention was to make that
double loop and to see you. That was the plan, and when I got
back to you I wanted you to help me on to Judea.” Now there
1s his itinerary as it was originally laid out.

Verse 17—now here comes the questions. We can tell that his
pen is starting to smoke a little bit when he gets to this point
because he’s upset with them.

v. 17 Therefore having this desire, I was not vacillating,
was I? Or that which I am purposing, am I
purposing according to the flesh, that with me
there should be yes, yes and no, no at the same
time?

“Therefore having this desire,”—that is to make this trip and
see you twice, on the front end and the back end of the deal—
“I was not vacillating, was I?7”"—Question #1—“ Or that which
I am purposing, am I purposing according to the flesh, that
with me there should be yes, yes and no, no at the same time?”
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TWO QUESTIONS:

1. “I was not vacillating, was I?””—Because I had this desire
to come and see you like that—twice.

Of course the answer to that 1s “No.”

Paul is saying, “I wasn’t flittin’ and flutterin’ around from
flower to flower like some butterfly in a haphazard fashion
with 1t.”

That’s the furthest thing from the characteristic and the
quality of a life that i1s Spirit-filled. We don’t find Christians
who are walking with God just flittin’ from flower to flower.
We find an intense direction for their lives.

Isaiah 50:7

Because the Sovereign Lord helps me I will not be disgraced.
Therefore, I have set my face like a flint.”

There 1s direction to life!

When he wrote the Corinthians, he talks about his own
commitment:

1 Corinthians 9:24

I run straight for the goal with purpose in every step.
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He doesn’t waste his time.

When he writes to them about the Charismatic phenomena in
1 Corinthians 14 he says:

1 Corinthians 14:8

If the bugle produces an indistinct sound, who’ll prepare
himself for battle.

In other words, “I don’t toot an uncertain horn.”

In 1 Kings 18:21 Eljjah, when he was before the people he
says:

1 Kings 18:21

“How long will you waver between two opinions? If the Lord is
God, follow Him. But if Baal, follow him.”

In Joshua 24:15 Joshua says if we want to serve the other
gods over the other side of the river, go ahead:

Joshua 24:15

But as for me and my house, we're going to serve the Lord.

In essence, when we bump into somebody who is walking with
God, we're going to find them say something and that 1is:
“Lead, follow, or get out of the way!”
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There 1s a direction. There’s a purpose. They're heading down
the pike. They're using their time wisely. And Paul says:

1. “having this desire, I wasn’t vacillating, was I1?”

And then Question #2:

2. “Or that which I am purposing [or proposing], am I
purposing according to the flesh...?”

Are we walking in the flesh instead of in the spirit?

“that with me there should be yes, yes and no, no at the same
time?”

Well now, if there’s ever a verse 1n the Bible that should
belong to the contractors, that’s it. Shouldn’t it? They can look
us straight in the face and tell us, “yes, yes” and we know
they're saying “no, no.”

They can say, “yes, yes, it'll be done next week”, but low and

behold, next week comes and it’s “no, no.” It’s going to be
another week and another week. “Yes, yes"—*no, no.”

Paul says that’s not it. That’s not the way it operates.

In Revelation 12:10 Satan 1s called the “accuser of the

brothers.” And when we use his tools to accomplish his work, a

lot of times those tools are going to blow up in our hands. And
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Paul, in essence 1s saying: “I wasn’t fickle was I? Flittin’ from

flower to flower? I wasn’t saying ‘yes, yes’ when I meant “no,
9

no’

Be awfully careful when starting to judge. There are a couple
of other passages that talk about it.

Matthew 7—in the Sermon on the Mount:

Matthew 7:1-5

You know, “Do not judge, lest you be judged yourself. For in
the way you judge, you’ll be judged. And by your standard of
measure, it shall be measured against you.” Now, why do you
look at the speck in your brother’s eye and do not notice the
log that is in your own eye? Or, how can you say to your
brother: “Let me take the speck out of your eye” and behold,
the log is in your own eye.

Romans 14:10-13

But, you, why do you judge your brother? Are you again? Why
do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all
stand before the judgment seat of Christ. It is written, “As I
live”, says the Lord, “every knee shall bow to me and every
tongue shall give praise to God.”

The apostle comes right across with two questions. He says,

“Look, you're accusing me of walking in the flesh. You're

accusing me of being fickle. Of blowing with the wind, by what
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you say and the criticisms that you have made of me there in
Corinth.”

And the next thing he does, which 1s so great, he brings God
into the conflict.

The quicker we can get God in the conflict, the better off we're
going to be. And the relationship is going to have some
possibilities if we can get God into 1t as quickly as possible.

Now, why does he get God into it in verses 18-22? Because
everything God does, we can cast in concrete. When God says
something, He does it! And what He does 1s permanent.
There’s a stability about what God does. It’s not fickle. It’s not
“yes, yes” and “no, no”. It’s not that we’re saved now and lost
tomorrow.

There 1s a stability about it. We are established in Him. Now
watch how he does this in his argument—verse 18-22. This is
so good.

v. 18 But as God is faithful, our word to you is not yes
and no.

“As God 1s faithful,”

In other words, we can count on His words. We can stake our
eternal destiny on it.

“our word to you is not yes and no.”
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Just like God’s Word is true and His word is not “yes” and
“no”, neither is ours. When God makes a promise, He will
fulfill 1t! And like God, we can depend on our word when we
say something. We can rely on it. We will do what we
promised.

4. Verse 19—REASON.

v. 19 For the Son of God, Christ Jesus, who was
preached among you by us—by me and Silvanus
and Timothy—did not become yes and no, but in
Him has become yes.

“The Son of God, Christ Jesus, who was preached among you
by us—/[that i1s] by me and Silvanus [or Silas] and Timothy’—
there’s all three of the guys that have been in Corinth.

“—did not become yes and no, but in Him has become yes.”

He says, “When we preached to you the message of eternal
life, 1t wasn’t any of this yes and no business. We weren’t
vacillating back and forth with uncertainty as we were
preaching. But in Jesus Christ, it ‘has become yes.” What are
we staking our eternal destiny on? What are we planning on
using if we check it in and go to the house? What are we
planning on using as our basis for acceptance when we get up
there? Jesus, in John 14, answered Thomas’ question:

John 14:6
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“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, no man comes to the
Father, but by Me.”

Right?

Alright, let’s say, that we die. Okay? And we go to Glory. And
our first question is: “Can I come in?” And they will say: “Are

you 1n Jesus Christ?” And we will say, “Yes.” And He will say,
“Yes.”

Are we accepted? Are we in Jesus Christ? “Yes.” And they will

say, “Yes.” Is there a place for us? Are we in Jesus Christ?
“Yes.” And they will say, “Yes.”

Everything in Jesus Christ 1s “Yes”! We will find every answer

from God 1s “Yes”. And i1t’s not “yes”, “no”, “maybe.” It is
always “yes” in Jesus Christ. That’s his argument.

v. 20 For as many as may be the promises of God, in
Him they are yes; wherefore also by Him is our
Amen to the glory of God through us.

“For as many as may be the promises of God, in Him they are
yes; wherefore also by Him 1s our Amen to the glory of God
through us.”

He’s saying, “So be it brother! Amen!”

It 1s “yes” in Jesus Christ.
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v. 21 Now He who is establishing us with you in Christ
and anointed us is God,

“Now He who is establishing us with you in Christ and
anointed us 1s God,”

What He’s going to do here in these two verses is give us four
of God’s works that are permanent and that are established
and that are certain. And they aren’t undone and redone.
There’s not a yes and no in this. It’s just a yes. And when
there’s a yes in Christ, this 1s what happens:

1. “He...1s establishing us with you in Christ.”—We are
established in Christ.

1 Corinthians 3:11

No man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid
which 1s Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is the rock. He 1s the firm foundation upon which
nothing will shake. And so we're established.

2. “and [He who has] anointed us 1s God,”
What do we mean by anointed? Studying the ministry of the
Holy Spirit in theological textbooks, there is a belief that the

indwelling and the anointing of the Spirit are simultaneous.
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In other words, at the minute we came to know Christ, we
were indwelt by the Spirit. He who 1s with us shall be in us.
The Spirit of God comes to indwell permanently in the
believer. We are the only ones who have that privilege.

In the Old Testament the Spirit of God sovereignly came upon
people for ministry. Remember when David prayed: “Take not
thy Holy Spirit from me.” (ref. Psalm 51:11)

Well, he could say that because the Spirit was sovereign. He
could come and go for acts of service. But we as Christians are
the only one who have ever been anointed by the Spirit. We
are permanently indwelt by the Holy Spirit at the moment we
receive Christ.

So, we're established in Christ. We're anointed by the Spirit.

v. 22 who also sealed us and deposited the first
installment of the Spirit in our hearts.

“who also sealed us and deposited the first installment of the
Spirit in our hearts.”

The next word 1s the word “sealed.”
We are “sealed” by the Holy Spirit. What does that mean?

The word “sealed” denotes ownership. God stamps His seal on
us. It also denotes: guarantee.
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We don’t break God’s seal. God guarantees our eternal destiny
when we are sealed by the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 1:13, 14

We have been sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise...

One writer put it this way:

(Beams of Light by H. L. Hastings)

You write a letter. There are only two words in it, perhaps,
but you put it in an envelope and put a stamp on it and drop it
in the box. It 1s now out of your reach. Nobody touches it but a
sworn official of the government. And perhaps thousands of
miles away through flood and flame and storm and hindrances
of various kinds that little stamp carries the letter. It has all
the power of the government behind it. It 1s a little piece of
paper of no account at all. But when you have the government
stamp on it you have got the government behind it.

So when a man has the seal of God upon him, you may
think you can restrain or crush him, but He who has all power
in Heaven and Earth is behind him. If He says, “go,” He goes.
Fellow believer, God seals us with His Holy Spirit.

(source unknown)

1. He ESTABLISHES us. He’s founded us on a Rock. It’s not
“yes” and “no” and wishy-washy stuff.

2. He INDWELLS us. That’s a certainty. We can know that.
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And it isn’t going to be a come and go deal. He indwells us
permanently.

3. We don’t stamp somebody with a SEAL. We don’t brand
the cattle and then un-brand them. The seal is there as a
permanent, finished transaction.

4. He “DEPOSITED the first installment of the Spirit in our
hearts.”

He picks up on that in Ephesians 1. What’s that a picture of?

It’s the picture of a man putting a ring on a woman’s finger
and asking her to spend the rest of her life with him.

It’s making a commitment. It’s saying: “This isn’t all there 1s
to 1t, because one of these days soon, we're going to get
married. I'm going to spend the rest of my life enriching your
life and making your joy full.”

It’s a commitment. And when Jesus Christ came into our
lives, God sent the Holy Spirit as a divine resident. And He
said that’s only “the first installment!”

Paul told the Corinthians the same thing in:

1 Corinthians 2:9

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into
the heart of a man the things which the Lord hath prepared
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for them that love Him.

It would blow us away to see what God has in store. At the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb—when the Church, the Bride of
Christ, comes together with Him and all of eternity. What He
has been spending 2,000 years to prepare, it’s going to be ours;
The Holy Spirit is just “the first installment” of all of that.
Okay, what have we seen?

1. He says, “I've got a clear conscience’—verses 12-14.

2. He goes over his itinerary to make it clear to them.

3. He raises the questions in verse 17.

4. And in verses 18-22 he shows us that when God says
“ves,” He says “yes,” and He means it. It’s established
forever—for eternity—in those four great works that we

looked at.

Now, we can use the words “SPARING” and “SORROW” to
wrap up his argument in confronting the criticism.

v. 23 But I am calling God as witness to my soul, that
sparing you I came no more to Corinth.

“But I am calling God as witness to my soul, that sparing you
I came no more to Corinth.”
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What does he mean “sparing you, I came no more to Corinth?”

The apostle Paul loved them so much that when he came to
Corinth, he was not going to overlook the disobedience that
was there in the congregation. He was going to handle those
problems.

Now, we don’t do that today, do we? We're kind of like the
football player. The team 1is just losing like crazy and the
coach yells from the sideline and he says: “Come on, give the
ball to Jack! Let him take 1t!” They go through about seven
plays and Jack doesn’t ever get the ball. Finally the coach
says, “I said, give the ball to Jack!” One guy from the team out
on the field yells back, “Jack doesn’t want the ball!”

That’s really what we say! When it comes to confronting
somebody with disobedience in the light, give the ball to
somebody else. We don’t want to do that.

David Augsburger wrote a great book called Caring Enough to
Confront and he calls it “care-fronting.” And Paul, no matter
where he went, when he saw things that weren’t right, he
cared enough to front; he “care-fronted.”

He put people aware of the fact of where they were
disobedient, so they could experience God’s joy and blessing in
their lives. He felt that as part of his ministry. And so he said:
“I spared you, because there would have been some sorrow if
I’d come to town, I can tell you that. Because of knowing
what’s going on there. God 1s my witness to my soul, that
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sparing you I came no more to Corinth.”

“Not that we’re lording i1t over you. We're not some pompous,

pious, proud preacher coming to town to poke fun at your
faith.”

v. 24 Not that we are lording it over your faith, but we
are workers with you for your joy; for in your faith
you stand firm.

“Not that we are lording it over [you].”

We're not some pompous, pious, proud preacher coming to
town to poke fun at “your faith.” He says we are not “lording it
over your faith, but we are workers with you for your joy; for
in your faith you stand firm.”

He believes the best about their faith, anyway, and it’s the
development of that that he wants to work on with them.

2:v. 1 But I decided this for my own sake, not to come
again to you in sorrow.

“But I decided this for my own sake, not to come again to
you'—WHAT?—“n sorrow.”

“SPARING” and “SORROW” are the REASONS WHY—if we
wanted to look at it from the church’s point of view, he didn’t
come.
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v. 2 For if I am causing you grief, who then is making
me glad except the one who is made to grieve by
me?

“For if I am causing you grief, who then is making me glad
except the one who 1s made to grieve by me?”

What’s he mean by that? He says, “I come into town, I
confront some believer with his disobedience. He’s made to
grieve and then I have great joy over the fact that now he has
joy because he’s been through the process of dealing with the
sin 1n his life.”

And in essence, that’s what he’s saying would have to happen
if he came to town.

Now get a handle on this next verse.

v. 3 And this is the very thing I wrote you, lest, when I
came, I should have grief from those who ought to
be making me rejoice; having confidence in you all,
that my joy is the joy of you all.

“And this is the very thing I wrote you, lest, when I came, I
should have grief from those who ought to be making me
rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of
you all.”

We can certainly tell he’s a southerner. It is “you all.” But it is
the joy.
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John 15:11

These things I have spoken unto you that my joy might be in
you and that your joy might be full.

Now look at the last verse in our study.

REASON:

v. 4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I
wrote to you with many tears; not in order that you
may be made to grieve, but in order that you might
know the love which I am having especially for you.

“For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you
with many tears; not in order that you may be made to grieve,

but in order that you might know the love which I am having
especially for you.”

There are FOUR PHRASES that stand out in that verse that
help us really understand where Paul’s coming from.

1. “For out of much affliction,”
2. “and anguish of heart,”
3. “I wrote to you with many tears,” and

4. “that you might know the love which I am having
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especially for you.”

It’s been “out of much affliction” that he wrote. It’s been an
“anguish of the heart™—he’s been wrenched inside. “A number
of the pieces of paper that got blotted with my tears, I had to
re-write those sheets and I did all this because I love you.”

God’s love 1s a tough love. It’s a love that gives and bleeds.
And so the apostle Paul demonstrates that to these dear
people to whom he’s writing.

It would be well to take the words of Emmett Fox and
paraphrase agape love:

(Adventure in Adversity by Paul E. Billheimer)

There 1s not difficulty that enough agape love will not
conquer; no disease that enough agape love will not heal; no
door that enough agape love will not open; no gulf that enough
agape love will not bridge; no wall that enough agape love will
not throw down; no sin that enough agape love will not
redeem...

“It makes no difference how deeply seated may be the
trouble; [or] how hopeless the outlook; how muddled the
tangle; how great the mistake. A sufficient realization of
agape love will dissolve 1t all...If only you could love enough
you would be the happiest and most powerful being in the
world.

p. 11
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Paul says all of this to say: “I love you. And I love you
unconditionally and I believe in you.” And he confronts them
with the criticism.

Now, there are a number of lessons we get out of that
passage.

Lesson #1: How good it is to be able to call upon the testimony
of a clear conscience!

Oh that’s strong, because he glories in that at the very
beginning.

Lesson #2: Holiness and godly sincerity are produced in the
suffering heart.

Lesson #3: Paul’s genuine character 1s the product of the grace
of God.

In other words, he’s being changed through a relationship
where he’s accepted.

Paul’s genuine character is the product of the grace of God.

Lesson #4: It is never right nor is it our responsibility to be
criticizing our brothers and sisters in the body of Christ.

It 1s amazing how vulnerable we are at that point in our
marriages, in our family, in our relationship to our children,
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and our relationships to brothers and sisters in the body of
Christ. What a convicting passage of scripture.

Lesson #5: God 1s faithful. His promises are sure. You can
count on His Word.

Lesson #6: If you are in Christ, when you get to heaven you
can count on hearing “yes” to your questions.

Lesson #7: Paul cares enough for the Corinthians to confront
them and correct their behavior.

Lesson #8: This letter 1s written out of much affliction,
anguish of heart, and many tears to demonstrate His love.

Paul’s writing this letter with much affliction, anguish of
heart, and many tears to demonstrate his love for them.

Let’s return to Florence Littauer for a minute on How to Get
Along with Difficult People. What are we going to do in our
own personal commitment now, in light of the study we’ve
made, if we find ourselves guilty of criticism?

How are we going to handle those difficult people that the
Spirit of God 1s bringing right to the surface right now?
Maybe 1t’'s somebody we work with? Maybe 1t’s somebody
we're married to? Maybe it’s our kids? Maybe it’s somebody
that’s in business with us or somebody that is an
acquaintance? How are we going to handle it?
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Listen to Florence Littauer, as she concludes her book on How
to Get Along with Difficult People and she’s making a
confession of a relationship with her own mother. It’s
beautifully done.

(How to Get Along With Difficult People by Florence Littauer)

What will be your conclusion? Are you willing to make the
effort it takes to get along with others? Even with the difficult
people?

It’s not easy to put other people’s interests before our own.
It’s not natural to find their needs and fill them when we'’re
craving to have someone believe in us. We have to decide
whether i1t’s worth the effort or whether we just want to have
our own way.

We have to ask ourselves:

How important is it that I make my point, that I win?
Why do I need the approval of this other person?
Does it really matter?

From the time I was a child I remember seeking my
mother’s approval. I always did well in everything I tackled,
and I knew enough not to attempt sports, art, or music
because I had no talent in these areas. My mind could learn
the rules, principles, or keyboard, but my body wouldn’t
cooperate. My mother, a violin and cello teacher, was
disappointed that I couldn’t even hold the bow correctly, so I
set out to excel where I could. I got good grades and hoped
that Mother would praise me.
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Once when I asked her why she didn’t tell other people
how well I was doing in school after Peggy’s mother had
bragged about her, she replied, “You never know when you’ll
have to eat your words.”

Throughout life I've tried to pull a compliment out of [my]
Mother, but, while she was never negative, she hung in at
neutral. One day within the past year I came home after a
frustrating visit. I'd shown Mother my exciting schedule of
speaking, including a European trip, a Cancun retreat, and an
Alaskan cruise. Her response was, “It’s amazing you're so
busy considering what you do is something nobody needs.”

I was discouraged and I told Fred of this comment. He
looked up and said, “When are you going to grow up and be
able to function without your Mother’s approval?”’ I was
shocked at this question. I was grown-up, and my success
didn’t depend on my mother’s approval—or did it?

Fred continued, “How old i1s your mother?”

“Eighty-five.”

“Has she praised you much before?”

“No.”

“Then what makes you think she’ll start today? If she
hasn’t been excited about your life before, what makes you
expect she’ll change now? Why don’t you stop trying to
1mpress her, and just love her as she 1s? Isn’t that what you
teach others?”

I wish I could say I enjoyed Fred’s analysis and that I was
so spiritual that I leaped for his solution. Instead, I just kept
quiet and thought about it. But the more I thought about it,
the more I realized he was right. My mother is a Phlegmatic
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personality not given to enthusiasm or vain praises. I am part
Sanguine, wanting credit and applause for what I do. How
childish of me, understanding the different temperaments
will, to be seeking for something my mother’s nature couldn’t
give. I was being a difficult person.

As this truth sank into me I realized a principle in getting
along with people: “We shouldn’t give them what they desire
and not be looking for them to fill our needs. Was I able to do
this? Once I faced the situation I was eager to act upon it.

I asked myself, “What does my mother need in her waning
years?” She needs to know that she’s important and that she’s
not been thrown into that large elderly wastebasket. What
does my telling her about my trips do for her? It makes her
feel older and of little significance. It in no way builds her up.
It makes the difference between our lives—mine exciting and
adventurous, hers dull and sedentary—even greater. I was
approaching [her all wrong. I was looking for the mother] to
praise the little girl when I should have been seeking to build
her self-esteem.

As I stopped talking at her and began listening to her, I
gained new respect for her attitude. One day she said, “I guess
my life has been hard, but I've never looked at it that way as I
was going through it.”

Another day as I asked her to tell me about her feelings
for the retirement home in which she was living, she smiled
and said softly, “They’ve put me at the head of the table and
I'm the only one who has a chair with arms on it.”

What a beautiful summary of my mother’s last days. She
had finally been put at the head of the table and she had the
only chair with arms on it.
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Here I had been trying for years to get her excited over
the size of my chair, and all she had wanted was for someone
to put her at the head of the table in a chair with arms on it.

I thank the Lord that Fred asked me when I was going to
ogrow up and stop seeking from my mother what she couldn’t
give and start giving her what she had always needed.

I began to appreciate Mother’s Phlegmatic and accepting
nature. She didn’t get enthused, but she never complained
about her circumstances. The last evening I spent with
Mother, as the cancer had brought her from 130 pounds
[down] to 93, she said, “I'm so grateful I don’t have any pain.
So many of the ladies here are in constant pain, and many are
crippled and can’t walk. I'm comfortable. I'm just tired.” The
next day Lauren brought her home to the room in Lauren’s
house where she had lived for three years. Lauren washed and
set her hair, and Mother picked the first rose [from] the bush
outside her window. She sat in her room and played with her
two great-grandsons. That night back in the retirement home
she called her sister Jean in Massachusetts and said, “I wish
1t were all over, but I'm feeling fine. I'm just tired.” She cut
the tags off a new nightgown that my son had given her for
Christmas that had been “too good to wear.” She put it on,
went to sleep, and never woke up.

At the funeral my two brothers and I gave eulogies of
what Mother’s sweet and gentle spirit had meant to us, and I
was able to say, “All she wanted was to sit at the head of the
table and have a chair with arms on 1t, and now we know that
she 1s seated at the right hand of the Father, and He has
surely given her a big chair with arms on it.”

Ask yourself today, in your human relationships, Are you
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looking for other people to fill your needs, to give you
approval? If you are, you will never be happy. To get along
with others we have to ask [yourself]:

What 1s their need?
How can I fill 1t?

I had to learn to stop seeking from my mother what she
couldn’t give, and to start giving her what she had always
needed.

Don’t wait until it’s too late; I almost did. Find out what
the other person needs, and give it to him. It may be as simple
as a chair at the head of the table with arms on it. When you
give 1t to him, he may look at you in a whole new light. Don’t
make him wait until he gets to heaven to sit at the head of the
table. Give him what he needs today.
pp. 161-64

Father, we realize that many times our criticisms focus on the
inadequacies of others. We're guilty of that in our marriage.
We're guilty of that in relationships with those who are closest
to us. Enable us to learn the Spirit’s way of doing things, and
that 1s encouragement and affirmation. It’s bringing comfort.
It’s positive, it’s being supportive. Teach us how to build one
another’s self-esteem and to encourage and build one another
up. We ask that if we have to face this passage with real guilt
because we have a critical spirit, that Your Holy Spirit would
convict in that regard. And if someone 1s without Christ, we
pray that they would invite Jesus Christ into their lives. For
1t’s in the Savior’s name we pray. Amen.

42



A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:

Turning Tough Times into Triumph

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Two — 2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4

v. 12 For our glorying is this, the testimony of our conscience, that
in holiness and godly sincerity, not in fleshly wisdom but in the
grace of God, we ordered our behavior in the world, and especially
toward you.

v. 13 For we are writing nothing else to you than what you are
reading and understanding, and I am hoping you will understand
until the end.

v. 14 Just as you also partially did understand us, that we are your
reason to be proud as you also are ours, in the day of our Lord
Jesus.

v. 15 And in this confidence I was wishing at first to come to you,
in order that you may be having a second grace;

v. 16 and to pass through your [city] into Macedonia, and again
from Macedonia to come to you, and by you to be helped on my
journey to Judea.

v. 17 Therefore having this desire, I was not vacillating, was I? Or
that which I am purposing, am I purposing according to the flesh,
that with me there should be yes, yes and no, no at the same time?
v. 18 But as God is faithful, our word to you is not yes and no.

v. 19 For the Son of God, Christ Jesus, who was preached among
you by us—by me and Silvanus and Timothy—did not become yes
and no, but in Him has become yes.

v. 20 For as many as may be the promises of God, in Him they are
yes; wherefore also by Him is our Amen to the glory of God
through us.

v. 21 Now He who is establishing us with you in Christ and
anointed us 1s God,

v. 22 who also sealed us and deposited the first installment of the
Spirit in our hearts.
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NOTES

v. 23 But I am calling God as witness to my soul, that sparing you
I came no more to Corinth.

v. 24 Not that we are lording it over your faith, but we are workers
with you for your joy; for in your faith you stand firm.

2:v. 1 But I decided this for my own sake, not to come again to you
1N SOrrow.

v. 2 For if I am causing you grief, who then is making me glad
except the one who is made to grieve by me?

v. 3 And this is the very thing I wrote you, lest, when I came, I
should have grief from those who ought to be making me rejoice;
having confidence in you all, that my joy is the joy of you all.

v. 4 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you
with many tears; not in order that you may be made to grieve, but
in order that you might know the love which I am having
especially for you.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.

2. What is Paul’s glorying, according to verse 127

3. What was Paul wishing for, according to verse 157
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4. What 1s the content of Paul’s message, according to
verse 19?

5. What four things has God done for them, according to
verses 21 & 227

6. How does Paul characterize his ministry among them,
according to verse 247

7. State Paul’s concern and confidence, according to verse 3.

8. Describe how Paul wrote this letter to the Corinthians,
according to verse 4.
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9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: How good it is to be able to call upon the
testimony of a clear conscience!

LESSON #2: Holiness and godly sincerity are produced in the
suffering heart.

LESSON #3: Paul’s genuine character is the product of the
grace of God, changing him through a relationship.

LESSON #4: It is never our right or responsibility to be
criticizing our brothers and sisters in the body of Christ.
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LESSON #5: God 1s faithful. His promises are sure. You can
count on His Word.

LESSON #6: If you are in Christ, when you get to heaven you
can count on hearing “yes” to your questions.

LESSON #7: Paul cares enough for the Corinthians to
confront them and correct their behavior.

LESSON #8: This letter 1s written out of much affliction,
anguish of heart, and many tears to demonstrate his love
for them.
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