A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Three — 2 Corinthians 2:5-11

We learned in the first study how to handle difficulty in our
lives. Paul says basically, “Take the comfort you receive from
the Lord and pass it on to others, make it a ministry.” Out of
the suffering, use it as a ministry to others.

Then in our last study we talked about criticism. The apostle
was criticized by the Corinthians for the fact that he changed
his travel plans.

And basically they said this, “If he can’t be honest and tell you
that he’s going to come and he doesn’t come, then you don’t
have to believe anything he says.”

They were eroding his ministry and the Corinthian confidence
in his ministry, by the fact that they just don’t ever have to
trust the apostle. He’s just fickle. He just flits around from
flower to flower and he 1s just not truthful.

And the apostle hits that head-on, and it’s a beautiful,
beautiful passage of scripture that talks about the fact that
everything is stable in the Lord. When the Lord does
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something, He does it in a direct, meaningful way and there’s
permanence about it. Everything in the Lord Jesus is “yes.”
All the promises are “yes” in Him.

That brings us to another issue in this church. They’ve had
some problems in this assembly. When we read 1 Corinthians,
we understand that there are a lot of problems in this church.

One of the problems that they had was a man living in
1mmorality in the congregation. Now, how does a church
handle a problem of immorality or let’s say, just a problem
with discipline?

We have a tendency sometimes when we’re focusing on
discipline in the church, we say that it’s discipline for moral
1ssues. When are we going to start confronting people who
have a wicked tongue and a critical spirit?

And when are we going to start dealing with people who are
always so ego-centered and so proud and so self-sufficient and
so adequate? We kind of pick and choose and we let the
hammer come down on this particular issue. And then there
are those who just don’t like the word “discipline.”

When it comes to dealing with care for our brothers and
sisters in the body of Christ today, we’d just as soon escape
that responsibility. There've been numerous experiences of
this, in recent days in some of our more predominant
denominations where discipline is totally swept under the rug
and overlooked and we forget about it and go on. And of

2



course, that’s really sad.

A lot of the problems we have today in the church is because
nobody takes a stand. There are so many ministries that are
not under accountability or under leadership to a board or
someone to whom they can be responsible and be cared for.

Now the passage that comes under consideration is from 1
Corinthians 5. We're going to pick up with verse 1 and explain
the setting so we understand what 1s going on in the passage.

1 Corinthians 5:1-13

It 1s actually reported that there is immorality among you and
1mmorality as such a kind as does not exist even among the
Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. [In other words,
his step-mother, living in an incestuous relationship.] And you
have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in
order that the one who had done this deed might be removed
from your midst. For I, on my part, though absent in body but
present in spirit, have already judged him who has so
committed this, as though I were present. In the name of our
Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit,
with the power of our Lord Jesus, I have decided to deliver
such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, that his
spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. Your
boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven
leavens the whole lump of dough? Clean out the old leaven,
that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact
unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.
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Let us therefore celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor
with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

In other words, we want this thing to be a relationship that’s
based on sincerity and truth.

Now this man was confronted by the congregation and
disciplined quite severely in response to that letter. And
because they did that, Paul is now writing to them about this
situation and that’s the situation we’re about to look at.

Where does the Bible talk about discipline? Well, there are
two passages that talk about discipline.

The first one 1s Hebrews 12:5-14. In this passage the Lord
makes it quite clear that no discipline 1s joyful for the
moment, but it eventually yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness to those who are exercised by 1t. And discipline
in the scripture i1s not for ruination, but for restoration. It is
God’s desire that a proper response to discipline is going to
bring restoration.

The problem, as we see it in the Church today, is that those
who are disciplining don’t have any time for restoration. They
focus on the punishment. And just like the Corinthian church,
they don’t major on restoration and getting back to normal
again.

Now, that’s Hebrews 12. We're going to come back to that a
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couple of times in the passage. But the key one tells us how to
do i1t 1s Matthew 18—and this is from the lips of Jesus.

Matthew 18:15-17

If your brother sins go and reprove him in private. If he listens
to you, you have won your brother. But, if he does not listen to
you, take one of two more with you so that by the mouth of
two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed. And if he
refuses to listen to them, tell i1t to the Church. And if he
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you, even as
a Gentile or a tax-collector.

The Lord’s pattern is for those in authority or in relationship,
to make this a private matter and to deal with it on that level.
If 1t 1s not dealt with on that level then 2 or 3 are involved and
then the whole body is involved.

And when there is no response then, do just what Paul said—
dismiss him, put him out, treat him as a tax-collector or a
Gentile or a sinner. Have nothing to do with him until there is
repentance and a correction of the situation, so we can get
back on good terms again.

Now that’s the pattern. See the tragedy of what we’re going
through today? If there had been accountability in some
situations, there could have been a private confrontation.

But when we build an organization without any
accountability, then we can pretty well do what we want and
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call our own shots and our own plays. And there are a lot of
Christian organizations out there that are like that.

Now, what has happened in the Corinthian church is they
have followed Paul’s advice. They did really deal with this
fella. So, now he’s got to come back to them and warn them
about too much.

Verse 5—Ilet’s pick in the study and we’ll see it.

v. 5 But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow
not to me, but in some degree—in order not to say
too much—to all of you.

“If any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but
1n some degree—in order not to say too much—to all of you.”

What’s he saying? He says, “You know the real hurt is in
Corinth. I don’t live there. I'm not so intimately involved in
that situation. I don’t work with that guy and see him every
day, like you all do. You're right there in town with him. And 1
don’t have to deal with the situation day in and day out. So, if
you're really asking who got hurt in this deal, y’all got hurt a
whole lot more than I did.”

Basically i1s the way Paul starts the thing but he doesn’t want
to say too much. That’s what he says.

Now there are TWO KEY WORDS in verse 6.



Remember in our first study, we had some key words as we
worked our way down a passage? Well, we're going to do the
same thing in this study. We will look at a pattern for
restoring the sinning brother by some key words.

The first word 1s “Sufficient” in verse 6.

v. 6 Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which
was inflicted by the majority.

“Sufficient for such a one is this punishment”—there’s our
second word—"“which was inflicted by the majority.”

Now, God’s loving pattern for discipline is for
RESTORATION.

In that Hebrews 12 passage on chastening, when we get down
to verse 12, listen to what the Spirit of God says:

Hebrews 12:12

Therefore strengthen the hands that were weak, so that the

limb that is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be
healed.

In other words, don’t clobber the guy so badly that we put him
out of joint. But we are bringing healing into his life. We're
endeavoring through the process and the procedure to bring
about healing and restoration.



Now, why is it that when we look at church discipline, we
focus on the negative? There’s so much bad press on it. We've
seen people getting sued for it and we’re very much aware of

some of the ramifications involved in this thing. So, we've kind
of backed off.

God 1s basically a disciplinarian, and He expects the same of
us as parents with our children. And the one way we do that is
that we discipline with restraint that we might restore and
guide, provide parameters and give a sense of responsibility
toward one’s fellow man.

When we read these suggestions by Kenneth Blanchard and

Spencer Johnson, it sounds like they came right out of the
Bible:

(The One Minute Manager by Kenneth Blanchard and
Spencer Johnson)

Reprimand people immediately.

Tell people what they did wrong. Be specific.

Tell people how you feel about what they did wrong.
Shake hands and let them know that you're on their side.
Remind them how much you value them.

Reaffirm that you think well of them, but not of their
performance in the situation.

7. Realize that when your reprimand is over, it’s over.

p. 15 (source unknown)
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Discipline 1s God’s trump card to keep us in line. He uses it in
that way so that we might be restored to fellowship and
relationship with him.

We don’t do it either. Why? Well, we don’t want anybody to
think we're so self-righteous. After all, didn’t Jesus, in John 8,
when that woman was caught in sin and He came in there and
He looked at those guys and said, “Alright, throw the first
rock, whoever 1s without sin!”

“Well, I know that I’'m not without sin, so I'm not throwing
any rocks!”

We're not talking about throwing rocks. We're not talking
about taking a life. We're not talking about sweeping it under
the rug as if it doesn’t exist. We're talking about repentance
and restoration.

God said it so clear in 2 Chronicles:

2 Chronicles 7:14

If my people, who are called by My name [WHAT?] will
humble themselves and pray and turn from their ways then I
will hear from heaven, then I will forgive their sin, then I will
heal their land!

And that’s God’s pattern for the whole thing. Now, notice here
he says:



“Sufficient for such a one is the punishment which has been
inflicted”—by WHO?—*by the majority.”

Whenever we get in a deal like this, we're going to have the
majority and the minority. We're not going to have everybody
with us when it comes to the discipline. It’s just not going to
be that way. But at least there was a majority in Corinth who
were willing to deal with the matter. So, he says “Sufficient” it

1S.

Now, ever noticed that Satan delights to live on the edge of
extreme? If he can’t get us one way by sweeping it under the
rug and not doing anything, he’ll take the pendulum clear
over to the other extreme where we actually are doing too
much. So, it’s from one extreme doing nothing to the other
extreme, to doing too much.

Now, what do we think some of the people in the Corinthian
church are saying?

“Well there are some people in the congregation who feel that
this 1s just not enough. This guy just got off too easy.” Now we
hear that statement.

Then, there’s this one: “There are those who really feel that he
never did repent. That he never really was broken over the
thing and never handled the problem.” And we hear that a lot
from the self-righteous bunch.
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Then the third one: “Well, he deserves every bit of the pain
that he’s suffering because of the pain he inflicted.”

And so, it goes on and on and on.

David probably kind of smelled that in the latter years of his
life. Remember in 2 Samuel 24 when he’s 0ld? He’s gotten the
kingdom back, Absalom 1s gone. He’s basically singing the
“swan song” of the kingdom.

And he’s reveling around reading his clippings. He’s having a
late mid-life crisis. We have a tendency, when we get a little
bit older, to talk about the past and how great it was? And we
embellish 1t a little?

Most likely David is sitting in his luxury one day, and he says,
“You know I've wondered just how many fighting men I've
got? And I wonder just how extensive this kingdom 1s?” And
he calls old Joab in, remember? He says, “Joab, tell you what,
1t’s time to take a military census and a census of the people.”
And Joab says, “Don’t do that. It’s not pleasing to the Lord.”

Remember David says, “I am king, do it!” And it took them
nine months to do 1t. And he came back with all the statistics
and then David was stricken 1n his heart with conviction over
the fact that he’d done the wrong thing.

And remember, Gad the prophet came and said, “I'll give you
three alternatives.”
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1. “You can have three days of the plague and falling into
the Lord’s hands,”

2. “You can have thirty days of famine,” or
3. “You can have three years of fleeing from your enemy.”
And remember what David said? Listen to this:

David said to Gad: “I am in deep distress. Let us fall into the
hands of the Lord, for his mercy is great. But, do not let me
fall into the hands of men.” (see 2 Samuel 24)

There 1t 1s.

When 1t comes to dealing out justice, we’re harder than God is
in really making it tough on somebody. It’s kind of the tone we
get from this and also from the experience with David.

“Don’t let me fall into the hands of man! They’ll never give me
a chance. Let me fall into the hands of the Lord. “

Basically what’s Paul saying? “Stop beating the guy! He’s had
enough! You've done enough! You've handled it now! You've
administered discipline! And, it’s sufficient!”

v. 7 So that on the contrary you should rather forgive
and comfort him, lest possibly, such a person
should be swallowed up (overwhelmed) by
excessive grief.
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“So that on the contrary you should rather’—what’s our next
word?—“forgive and”—next word—“comfort him, lest possibly,
such a person should be swallowed up (or overwhelmed) by
excessive grief.”

Okay, he says, “Sufficient it is the punishment you have
inflicted. Now, on the contrary, to the punishment and the
discipline, turn to him and forgive him.”

Now, it doesn’t mean put him on probation. It means forgive!

We have this big pot with all our offences in it. When we
forgive, we let go of the pot! And we let i1t drop! We turn loose
of 1it! We let go! And, he’s saying to the Corinthians, “Let the
pot drop. The punishment’s been adequate. It’s sufficient. Now
forgive him.”

See the next word: “comfort”? Remember what that was in our
first study? We had that word 9 times.

That’s the Greek word parakaleo. It means “to call alongside.”
Incredible as it may sound, many people will read this and
they will forgive but they say, “Keep your distance friend.” It’s

like, “You’ve got the leprosy. I don’t trust you anymore. I don’t
want to get close to you anymore. I don’t feel right about you.”
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And so, 1solation becomes the name of the game. But he says
“comfort.” That means “come alongside.” That means get close.
That means share and bear the burden.

Wherever we see discipline in the scripture, we see, “do it
quickly!” What’s the first word that the father says to the
Prodigal Son when he gets his arms around him after the son
has been interrupted from his speech?

“Quickly,”—in the Greek text—"bring the fatted calf, we're
going to have a Bar-B-Q! Get some coleslaw and buckets of
iced tea and some corn on the cob and baked beans and we'’re
going to have a big party! Because, this my son, was dead and
1s alive again!” And so do it quickly! Get it over with! But don’t
go to extremes.

There are two passages that talk about that with children:

Colossians 3:21

Fathers, do not exasperate your children that they may not
lose heart.

Ephesians 6:4

And Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring
them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.

Paul’s insistence 1is, if they do go too far in this thing the guy
1s just going to get discouraged. And, he’s going to leave the
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fellowship. He’s never going to be restored. He’s going to go
out there in the old world and just be totally discouraged; and
ostracized forever. So, there’s a time element here. Just don’t
g0 too far! Turn in the midst of the crisis and comfort.

There’s always the elder son, isn’t there? And he’s saying, “I
ain’t coming to no party. He doesn’t deserve that. Nobody ever
killed the fatted calf for me!” And so he criticizes and

condemns when God says, “Forgive and restore.”

Some Christians are like a duck on a junebug. When they get
on somebody’s case they just won’t let up! And they keep going
to the extreme where there’s never any way out of it.

Let’s take David and Bathsheba. Here are two adulterers.
Their little baby dies. But what happens a year later? They
have another baby. And he names that baby Solomon which
means “peace.” This indicates the fact that he and God have
got 1t back together again. It is a peaceful relationship.

What does Nathan the prophet do? He comes in and he says,
“You know you called him Solomon, but I'm going to call him
Jedidiah.” Jedidiah means, “the beloved of the Lord, the one in
whom the Lord delights.”

Two adulterers who are forgiven by the grace of God have a
baby and that baby is in the Messianic line. And that baby
becomes the king of the kingdom at its greatest extent and
that baby is the one trusted with the building of the temple.
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That’s God’s grace. That’s God’s ability to forgive and to pick
up the pieces and go on.

We find many Biblical characters experienced chastisement in
various and different and sundry ways. It’s done so that he
won’t be swallowed up with grief.

Don Baker shares this story in his book:

(Beyvond Forgiveness: The Healing Touch of Church Discipline
by Don Baker)

Since confession in this instance was complete,
forgiveness was in order.

Greg’s confession had also been complete. He’d bared his
heart to every member of his immediate family and to others.
He called those who he sinned against and asked their
forgiveness, tonight he asks our forgiveness and we must
forgive him.

Another question that is probably in your minds now: If
we are forgiving him and restoring him, can’t he continue in
his present ministry?

Greg has been wounded critically. Wounded and wounded
need time for wounds to heal. Greg has been emotionally,
spiritually, physically wounded. He is embarrassed, ashamed,
terribly depressed and he needs time to recover.

He needs to rebuild confidence in himself and we need
time to rebuild our confidence in him. He needs to be proven
and such proving will take a little time.
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In order to help him re-establish himself, we made certain
recommendations to him to which he’s already agreed. Some
of which he has already performed:

One, that he acknowledge his sin to his wife and family.

Two, that he confess his sin to the church family.

Three, that he surrender his ordination until such a time
that we feel he might again be qualified for ministry.

Four, that he not engage in any public ministry without
our permission.

Five, that he submit to extensive psychological
counseling. We recommended a psychologist within the church
family, ...

Six, that he and his family remain right here in [the
church] and allow us the privilege of helping in his
restoration.

We have asked his family to remain in their places of
present ministry. They can’t believe that we would accept
them after what has happened, but I'm convinced that the
church is a redemptive society...

We have encouraged Greg to seek secular employment.
Whether there are jobs available I don’t know, but I wouldn’t
be surprised if someone here tonight...

We are going to pray for Greg, that he will be empowered
by God to break a pattern that has existed for thirteen years,
and that he will be restored full to a ministry that is
productive and fruitful.

How long will 1t take? I don’t know. But a sufficient
length of time to prove himself, to his family, to his church
family, and to his God that he is truly spiritually mature
enough to carry on a ministry where he can honor Christ.
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So we've asked him to stay right here and be restored.

It’s been said of the family of God that it’s the only army
in the world that deserts its wounded. One of our family has
been wounded, but by God’s grace, we are not going to desert
him, do you agree?

I was not prepared for the response [he says]. The entire
congregation stood to its feet and applauded—a long-
sustained, overwhelming applause that caused me and Greg
and Joanna and most everyone else in the building to collapse
in tears.

Before leaving and after prayer, I said, “I want to ask one
more thing of the church. It has all been said. There’s no need
to say more. All the questions have been answered. There’s no
reason to ask any more. Nothing stops the rumor...faster than
when it’s all been said. Now, let’s talk to God and reclaim our
brother to complete and total restoration—Ilet’s go home.

But they did not go home. For two hours the church
family stood in a single line so that each could embrace and
encourage Greg and Joanna and pledge their support in the
difficult months that lay ahead.

(paraphrased, source unknown)

The book just shows us that church discipline works when it i
a view to restoration. When it is a view of putting someone
back in service for the Lord, rather than condemning them
and tearing them apart and never giving them a chance to
come back.

v. 8 Wherefore I am urging you to reaffirm your love for
him.
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“Wherefore I am urging you to reaffirm your love for him.”
What does that word mean? That’s the word for ratifying a
covenant. That’s the word for putting it in order. That’s the
command to say everything is alright. That 1s the Father
saying, “Give him a robe, give him a ring, give him shoes,
because He’s now My son—restored where he was.”

Now, there are four words:

1. “Sufficient”—verse 6.

2. “Forgive’—verse 7.

3. “Comfort”™—verse 7.

4. “Reaffirm your love”™—verse 8.

Put those things together and we basically have a pattern that
1s described 1in:

(Galatians 6:1, 2

Brethren, even if a man 1s caught in any trespass, you who are
spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; looking
to yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s
burdens and thus fulfill the law of Christ.
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v. 9 For to this end also I wrote in order that I might
put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all
things.

“For to this end also I wrote in order that I might"—WHAT?—
“put you to the test, whether you are obedient in all things.”

He says, “The one reason that I dealt with you on this is
because I wanted to see if you were really the real stuff.”

When we come to the whole matter of obedience, we have a
tendency to pick and choose what we want to be obedient
about. And he says, “I'm testing you on a difficult thing to see
if you’re willing to be obedient in all things.”

And the key to blessing in our lives is being “obedient in all
things.”

Grant Howard wrote a book called Balancing Life’'s Demands.
He says:

(Balancing Life’s Demands by Grant Howard)

Things are quite similar in the human family. Audrey and
I have four children. They love us, and through the years they
have expressed their love in a variety of ways—handmade
Birthday cards, a craft, a bouquet of flowers, a picture, a gift
or just spontaneous, unsolicited words of love and
appreciation. But I'll tell you something that gives us even
more intense satisfaction: when they do what we tell them to
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do! And believe me, it puts a lot of static in the system when
they say they love us and they don’t obey us. We want both
affection and obedience from our kids, but if for some reason
we're forced to choose between the two, we opt for obedience.
In the final analysis, cold obedience is to be preferred over
warm rebellion.

p. 68

As a Heavenly Father, God always wants both affection and
obedience from His children, but He will not allow us to
substitute nebulous sentiment for informed obedience.

And he says, “I tested you to see if you all were obedient in all
things.”

There are some great passages on this. For example, in
Ezekiel 33:30-32, the Lord warns Ezekiel that the people are
coming and listening, but they aren’t going to do anything
about it.

In Matthew 7:24-27 at the Sermon on the Mount He says,
“You build your house on the rock” when you're obedient.

James 1:22

Be ye doers of the Word and not just hearers only.

Obedience “in all things.”
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v. 10 But whom you are forgiving anything, I also am
forgiving; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have
forgiven anything, I have forgiven it for your sakes
in the presence of Christ,

“But whom you are forgiving anything, I also am forgiving; for
indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I
have forgiven it for your sakes in the presence of Christ,”

We have forgiveness there five times—Ilet the pot drop, let the
pot drop, let the pot drop! “If you've forgiven them, I have

forgiven them!” And “I have forgiven for your sake’—
WHERE?”—"In the presence of Christ.”

Hebrews 12:11

All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but
sorrowful yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards
it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.

What do we do with a little kid after we spank him? Well, we
hold him and we love him and we tell him what he doesn’t
believe—that 1t hurt us more than i1t hurt him.

And we pray with him. We restore him to love and to
fellowship. And it’s so tempting to do the other, isn’t 1it? To
harbor the resentment and to continue NOT to forgive. That’s
one of the hardest things.

Let’s pretend it’s us and the problem we have. And we're
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sitting in the “presence of Christ.” What does the Lord want
us to do while we’re sitting “in the presence of Christ” with
this person that we can’t forgive?

Now remember, Jesus is the one who 1s getting His flesh
nailed to the Cross when He says: “Father, forgive them for
they don’t know what they are doing.” (ref. Luke 23:34)

Okay, what does the Lord want us to do? The Lord wants us tc
forgive.

And Paul says: “I am forgiving such a one in the presence of
Christ.” Why? The eleventh verse is the last verse, but it’s the
key one verse in the study.

v. 11 in order that no advantage may be gained over us
by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

“In order that no advantage may be gained over us by Satan;
for we are not ignorant of his schemes.”

Robert Plummer, the Greek scholar, translates the eleventh
verse like this:

“Satan 1s always on the watch to get an advantage over us. He
did get an advantage when he caused this member of our body
to sin so grievously.”

(source unknown)

See there? He ties it into what happened with that guy who
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was living in an incestuous relationship. Satan got an
advantage through that. Now don’t let him get any more by
going to the other extreme and not giving the guy a chance to
be forgiven and to be restored.

So, he says, “he did get an advantage when he caused this
member of our body to sin so grievously. Are we to let him
have another advantage over a sinner that has repented?”

How does he get the advantage? We see FOUR WAYS that he
gets the advantage right here in the passage. If you want to
get a little idea on the way he works. He gets an advantage by:

1. OVER-PUNISHING—when we never allow grace and
love to return, he gets an advantage.

2. FAILING TO FORGIVE—holding resentments or
conditional forgiveness, or putting them on probation.

3. WITHHOLD COMFORT AND LOVE.

Saying: “I just can’t comfort you. I just can’t love you anymore:
You understand, there are just limits to my comfort and my
love. So, I'm going to have to destroy my relationship with you
because of this.”

4. DISOBEDIENCE in some areas of our life.

When he gets a hold on a specific area with just a little
disobedience, he’s got a wedge to bring in the whole thing at a
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later time.

Now, notice a very interesting phrase in that verse, that
jumped over several times.

“In order that no advantage may be gained over”

What’s the word?

Paul 1s not self-righteous. He says, “I'm in this with you.”
“In order that no advantage may be gained over us”

The man recognizes that he’s just as vulnerable as anybody
else. He includes himself here as being a target for the evil
one. When we get to 2 Corinthians 12 the evil one buffets him
daily with a thorn in the flesh. He knows what it is to be in a
situation, because the warfare 1s real.

Satan has a game-plan. And frankly, he wants to win! And he
has a desire for advantage and he has strategies and schemes.
He wants to put those into operation to accomplish his
purpose, no matter how he does it, he works at it.

Matthew 16:22, 23

And Peter took him aside and he began to rebuke him saying,

“God forbid, Lord. This will never happen to you!” But he

turned and he said to Peter, “Get behind me Satan, you are a

stumbling block to me. For you are not setting your mind on
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God’s interest, but upon man’s!”

Paul in Ephesians 6:10-18 talks about putting on the whole
armor. Why?

Ephesians 6:10-18

Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of His
might. Put on the full armor of God, that you may be able to
stand firm against the schemes of the devil. [There it 1s
again—his strategies.] For our struggle is not against flesh
and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against
the world-forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces
of wickedness in high places.

1 Thessalonians 2:18:

“We wanted to come to you. I, Paul, more than once, and yet
Satan thwarted us (or hindered us) in trying to get to you.”

James 4:17

Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil and he’ll flee from
you.

The reality of it comes from all the writers.

1 Peter 5:8, 9

Be of sober spirit. Be on the alert. Your adversary, the Devil,
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prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour.
But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same
experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your
brethren who are in the world.

1 John 4:4

You are from God little children and have overcome them
because, greater is He who 1s in you than he that is in the
world.

He 1s a defeated foe, but we have to recognize he’s there and
he has strategies and schemes. It just doesn’t happen right
here.

We're going to run into him in 2 Corinthians 4:4—he’s blinded
the minds of those who don’t believe.

We're going to run into him in 2 Corinthians 6:15—when
people compromise and make associations with people who
are not Christians.

We're going to run into him in 2 Corinthians 11:13-15—when
he’s a false apostle and he’s a minister of righteousness.

And then in 2 Corinthians 12:7 he’s going to be a buffet; a
thorn physically to the apostle Paul and his ministry.

Why does he say all that?
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He says, “Sufficient...is the punishment.”

“Forgive and comfort,” lest the Devil get his way again. And
with his strategies and schemes, he’ll get advantage.

What are some of his schemes that we know about? We came
up with SEVEN of them—they all start with “D”:

1. DIVISION—Get the body of Christ fighting with one
another. Divided—Division. He loves that! The Lord’s and the
Spirit’s words are “addition” and “multiplication.” The Devil’s
words are “subtract” and “divide.” We can always count on it.

2. DISOBEDIENCE—He delights to have us rationalize

away our obedience to the point where we do something wrong
and we live 1n disobedience.

3. DISCOURAGEMENT—That’s one of his big tools. Just
get us discouraged.

4. DISTANCE—Get us at a distance.

Hebrews 10:25

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together as the
manner of some 1is.

Satan loves, like a lion, to get to the herd of antelope and find
one that’s by itself. Or one that’s wounded and stays in the

back. And he always attacks the one that’s by itself. That’s the
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way he works.

Get them 1n 1solation and then BAM! The scheme of the devil
here with this man is to continue to leave him out there in
1solation in his punishment. Not to comfort him, not to love
him, not to reaffirm him and restore him, so that as time goes
by the devil can really eat his lunch and enjoy him.

So, we're saying DISTANCE—that creates, when we withhold
comfort and love, real set-up for the devil himself.

5. DAMAGE—Dboth individual and corporate. He loves to
bring damage into our lives, both the corporate body and
individuals.

6. DECEPTION—He wants to fake us out. He wants us to
think differently than it really 1s, to be deceived.

7. DISTORTION—WZ¢e'll always find the devil is a great
distorter. He will make everything bigger and worse than it is!
And then he loves to distort the Word of God.

He pulled that number on the Lord Jesus in Matthew 4 when
he says, “Throw yourself off the pinnacle of the temple, and

after all the Psalmist says that He will bear you up on angel’s
wings.” (see Matthew 4:6)

Go ahead, what a way to do it! But we see he left out part of
the verse. He takes it out of context, using the Word of God.
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Satan loves:

to FRUSTRATE,

to FASCINATE,

to FANTASIZE, and

to show us the FINALITY OF FAILURE.

Satan loves to frustrate, to fascinate, to fantasize—or get us tc
live in a world of fantasy and illusion—and to help us see the
finality of failure.

Ever heard him say, “Ah-Ha! Boy, that did it! You ain’t never
getting back in God’s blessing now, friend. You really pulled a
number on that one!”? The total finality of failure. “Grace has
run out and Buddy, you are done!”

Now what does the word “advantage” mean? Advantage
means “having more than one’s due” or “having something he
doesn’t deserve.”

That’s like that football player who ran 95 yards in the wrong
direction and scored a touchdown for the opposing team? What
a way to be in football history. That’s what happens when we
cooperate with the devil. We score his touchdown for him! He
gets an unfair advantage over what we do when we're
1ignorant with regard to his strategies and schemes.
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Sherwood Wirt wrote a book called Spiritual Awakening. He
takes all these eighteenth century writers and he compiles all
their spiritual lives. Timothy Dwight was the president of
Yale way back in the very beginning. Listen to him as he gives
his commencement address to the students:

(Spiritual Awakening by Sherwood Wirt)

Desires indulged grow faster and farther than
gratifications extend. Ungratified desire is misery.
Expectations eagerly indulged and terminated by
disappointment are often exquisite misery. But how
frequently are expectations raised only to be disappointed,
and desires let loose only to terminate in distress! The child
pines for a toy; the moment he possesses it, he throws it by
and cries for another. When they are piled up in heaps around
him, he looks at them without pleasure, and leaves them
without regret. He knew not that all the good which they
could yield lay in expectation; nor that his wishes for more
would increase faster than toys could be multiplied, and is
unhappy at last for the same reason as at first: his wishes are
ungratified. Still indulging them, and still believing that the
gratification of them will furnish the enjoyment for which he
pines, he goes on, only to be unhappy.

Men are merely taller children. Honor, wealth, and
splendor are the toys for which grown children pine; but
which, however accumulated, leave them still disappointed
and unhappy. God never designed that intelligent beings
should be satisfied with these enjoyments. By His wisdom and
goodness they were formed to derive their happiness and
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virtue from Him alone. —Timothy Dwight
pp. 151-2

That’s the scheme of the devil.

George Whitefield, that great evangelist of the eighteenth
century, said this:

(Spiritual Awakening by Sherwood Wirt)

The Devil tells me my trouble is so great, I shall never lift up
my head again; but unbelief and the Devil are liars. I shall yet
praise Him. My God will carry me through [it] all. I shall
praise Him, even for casting me down. I shall praise Him even
for that which 1s the cause of my disquietude. He will be “the
health of my countenance.” Though my afflictions have now
made my body low, have sucked up my spirits, and hurt my
animal frame, He will be the help of my countenance. I shall
by and by see Him again, and will be favored with those
transforming views which my God has favored me with in
times past. — George Whitefield

p. 31

That’s confidence. That’s confronting it and winning the
victory.

Here are the lessons from our passage:
Lesson #1: There comes a time when the discipline is

adequate, and we’ve got to be sensitive to that time.
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Lesson #2: The four steps in restoration are: 1) sufficient; 2)
forgive; 3) comfort; and 4) reaffirm your love.

Lesson #3: It is possible to be overwhelmed by excessive grief.
Lesson #4: Are you endeavoring to be obedient in all things?

Lesson #5: Is there someone you need to be forgiving in the
presence of Christ?

Lesson #6: Does Satan have the advantage over you in some
area of life at this moment?

Lesson #7: Have you failed and fallen victim to some of his
schemes?

Listen to Martin Luther in “A Mighty Fortress is our God”:

And tho’ this world, with devils filled,
Should threaten to undo us;

We will not fear, for God has willed
His truth to triumph through us.

The prince of darkness grim—
We tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure,
For lo! His doom 1s sure,
One little word shall fell him.
(source unknown)
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Father, we come to You and we admit that we're guilty. We
admit that we become so self-righteous sometimes we are
really punished beyond what i1s due. And it’s difficult to
forgive. Thank You too, Father, that we've been on the other
end of 1t. That we’ve experienced the discipline, we’ve
experienced those things when we have had to be the recipient
and had to be corrected and to be admonished and to be
challenged. Thank You, Father, for the forgiveness that comes
and thank You that the more we’re like You, we reaffirm, we
encourage; we forgive. We let the pot drop. Teach us Father
how to walk with You in the freedom of the Spirit and to be
the kind of people who really are effective in bearing fruit in
the lives of others. And, fighting a good fight against the evil
one. In Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Three — 2 Corinthians 2:5-11
NOTES

v. 5 But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me,
but in some degree—in order not to say too much—to all of you.
v. 6 Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was
inflicted by the majority.

v. 7 So that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort
him, lest possibly, such a person should be swallowed up
(overwhelmed) by excessive grief.

v. 8 Wherefore I am urging you to reaffirm your love for him.

v. 9 For to this end also I wrote in order that I might put you to the
test, whether you are obedient in all things.

v. 10 But whom you are forgiving anything, I also am forgiving; for
indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I have
forgiven it for your sakes in the presence of Christ,

v. 11 in order that no advantage may be gained over us by Satan;
for we are not ignorant of his schemes.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 2 Corinthians 2:5-11 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.
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2. What does Paul say about the disciplinary action taken in
Corinth, according to verse 67

3. What are the Corinthians instructed to do for this
individual who has been disciplined, according to verse 77

4. What 1s he urging them to do in verse 8?

5. How are they being tested, according to verse 9?

6. How does Paul identify with the Corinthians in verse 10?
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7. Why are they to forgive this person according to verse 117

8. What does Satan desire to do to us and how does he
accomplish his purpose, according to verse 11?

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

37



LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: There comes a time when the discipline is
adequate, and we must be sensitive to that time.

LESSON #2: The four steps in restoration are: 1) sufficient;
2) forgive; 3) comfort; and 4) reaffirm your love.

LESSON #3: It is possible to be overwhelmed by excessive
grief.

LESSON #4: Are you endeavoring to be obedient in all things?

LESSON #5: Is there someone you need to be forgiving in the
presence of Christ?

LESSON #6: Does Satan have the advantage over you in some
area of life at this moment?

LESSON #7: Have you failed and fallen victim to some of his
schemes?
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