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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

Study Number Four – 2 Corinthians 2:12-17 

We could call this particular passage “The Thrill of Victory or 

The Agony of Defeat.” The passage opens on a very somber 

note and it ends on a very victorious note, so it’s almost just 

split in half. 

We’ve had: 

1. The HARD TIMES in the first study.

2. The CRITICISM or MISUNDERSTANDING in the second 

study as the Corinthians accused the apostle of not being

reliable by the fact that he told them he was coming and he

didn’t. We dealt with criticism.

3. In our last study we dealt with the whole business of

DISCIPLINE and when it is time to lay off and to forgive.

4. And now we’re focusing on the MINISTRY.

Wherever we see Paul, he’s a competitor and he looks on life 

through the grid of competition. 
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In 1 Corinthians 9:24 he says: 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 

 

Don’t you know that those who run in a race all run, but one 

receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win. … 

 

And then Hebrews 12:1 and 2, he has the picture of the 

coliseum in mind: 

 

Hebrews 12:1, 2 

 

Seeing we’re compassed about with so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and the sin which does 

so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that’s 

set before us… 

 

And to the Galatians, because they had allowed the law of God 

to interfere with the grace of God in their lives, had to come 

very strongly to them and say in: 

 

Galatians 5:7 

 

You were running well… 

 

There’s a national advertiser who shares with us FANTASTIC 

FINISHES at ballgames. And we learn from them two things: 

 

1. It’s always too soon to quit. 
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2. The opera ain’t over till the fat lady sings. 

 

The apostle Paul has a legitimate reason for being concerned. 

He’s been faced with false teachers in Corinth, he’s been faced 

with some real problems and he’s been deeply and intimately 

involved in these, and so he has great concern. 

 

If we took the passage then, we could say it’s from GLOOM to 

GLORY. And it opens in gloom. 

 

Donald Grey Barnhouse tells an interesting story that 

characterizes gloom to glory in a couple of situations: 

 

(Let Me Illustrate by Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse) 

 

 When I was in my late twenties I went to Winchester, 

England, famous for its college and for its cathedral. The 

verger of the cathedral used to show people around the 

cathedral. He had been there for many, many years, and he 

loved to tell the story how the news of the battle of Waterloo 

came to England. There were no telegrams in those days, but 

everyone knew that Wellington was facing Napoleon in a 

great battle. A sailing ship semaphored news to the signalman 

on top of Winchester Cathedral. He signaled to another man 

on a hill and thus news of the battle was relayed, by hand 

semaphored from station to station to London and all across 

England. When the ship came in, the signalman on board 

semaphored the first word—“Wellington.” The next word was 

“defeated,” and then the fog came down and the ship could not 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



4 

 

be seen. “Wellington defeated” went across England, and there 

was great gloom all over the countryside. After two or three 

hours, the fog lifted and the signal came again “Wellington 

defeated the enemy.” Then all England rejoiced. 

 There was that day, when in the eyes of the world they 

put the body of the Lord Jesus Christ in the tomb. Men might 

have said, “Everything is ended, all is gone, sin has 

conquered, man is defeated, wrong has triumphed.” But then 

three days later the … truth has come down ever since and 

Jesus defeated the enemy. 

(source unknown) 

 

And the apostle Paul really feels in his heart, as these verses 

open, that he has lost for the first time in Corinth. He’s been 

defeated. The thing has failed. He’s done everything he could 

in his eighteen year ministry there than is possible. But he 

hurts deeply inside. 

 

Now look at verse 12 as we get into the text. 

 

v. 12 Now having come to Troas for the gospel of Christ 

and a door having been opened for me in the Lord, 

 

“Now having come to Troas for the gospel of Christ and a door 

having been opened for me in the Lord,” 

 

The little word “Now” is a TRANSITION WORD to what we’re 

getting ready to look at. What Paul is telling us is that he sent 

Titus to check out Corinth to see what was going on in 

response to his first letter.  
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And now they were going to rendezvous in Troas. This meant 

that Paul left Ephesus, where he’d been for three years of 

ministry, and he went 183 miles west and a little north to 

Troas.  

 

When they get to Troas they run out of real estate and they 

have to commit themselves to a boat. It is the seaport. And to 

go into Macedonia they take the boat there, and go north and 

west about 90-100 miles to a little place called Neapolis and 

then it’s 8 miles from there by road up to Philippi. 

 

So what they had decided was that he and Titus would 

rendezvous in Troas at a certain time. And so he’s come to 

Troas, and it was in Troas in Acts 16 that he got the vision to 

go over there the first time. And he and Timothy and Silas 

and Luke, the four of them, set sail from Troas. And that was 

the beginning of ministry in Macedonia, Thessalonica and 

Berea and then on down to Athens and Corinth. That’s the 

way that whole thing started. 

 

It says he came “to Troas for the gospel of Christ,” and then 

that next phrase: 

 

“and a door having been opened for me in the Lord,” 

 

What does it mean when a person says, “a door has been 

opened for me in the Lord”? 

 

It means the FOUR E’s. It means: 
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1. ENCOURAGEMENT and affirmation by those who are 

listening, 

 

2. EAGERNESS to learn, 

 

3. EXCITED about growth, and 

 

4. ENTHUSIASTIC about spiritual things. 

 

Paul said, “I went to Troas and there was a door wide open for 

me and I could tell it. The people in Troas were encouraging 

me. They were eager to learn. They were excited about growth 

and enthusiastic about spiritual things, and the door was wide 

open for me for ministry.” 

 

In 1 Corinthians 16:9 he uses the same term, and then he uses 

it in Colossians 4:3:  

 

1 Corinthians 16:9 

 

A wide door for effective service is opened for me, and there 

are many adversaries. 

 

Colossians 4:3 

 

Praying at the same time for us as well, that God may open up 

to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the 

mystery of Christ, for which I have also been imprisoned; 

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



7 

 

In essence he’s saying, “When I got there the electricity in the 

environment let me know that the door was open and I was 

where I was supposed to be.” 

 

Thinking about ministry, the Lord might say, “Let Me just ask 

you a question. Do you ever see a letter in the New Testament 

to Derby? Did you ever see a letter to Iconium? Did you ever 

see a letter to Lystra?” Actually, no.  

 

And the Lord says, “Well you see Paul had a few duds too. I 

mean he stopped off in a few places where it wasn’t valuable 

enough for him to spend time writing letters back and 

communicating with them too. And I’ve got my business for 

your assignment so just keep still and quit feeling sorry for 

yourself and get on with what you’re supposed to be doing and 

quit counting faces and figuring all that out. It’s My business 

where you’re supposed to be. I led you in the first place so get 

with it.” 

 

Paul comes to Troas and he has this electricity. He has this 

feeling that it’s all going well and the people are really excited 

and eager and the door is wide open for the ministry.  

 

Now God is famous for that. Remember in Acts 12 when the 

church prayed for Peter in prison? And the very night before 

his life is to be taken, an angel of the Lord comes and unlocks 

that thing and he’s delivered from it. God miraculously, in 

answer to prayer, opened the doors and there was great 

blessing that came from that. (see Acts 12:5-11) 
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But look at what Paul does in verse 13.  

 

v. 13 I have had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus 

my brother; but having bidden them farewell, I 

went on to Macedonia.  

 

“I have no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother; but 

having bidden them farewell, I went to Macedonia.” 

 

“Paul! You had an open door in Troas and we look for open 

doors! Come on man! Do you really believe that this is the 

apostle Paul in verse 13?”  

 

We might be thinking, “Paul, you need to start reading some 

of your own stuff. Aren’t you the one that said ‘be anxious for 

nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God”’ 

(Philippians 4:6, 7)? 

 

And it says, “I have had no rest for my spirit.” 

 

“Paul, come on. What’s wrong with you? You had no rest for 

your spirit?” 

 

Remember what he said back in 2 Corinthians 2:4? 

 

2 Corinthians 2:4 

 

For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you 

with many tears, that you might know the love I am having 
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for you. 

 

And then remember when Jesus came to the cemetery in John 

11 what happened to Him? Remember He cried, first of all? 

And what did He do? It says He was troubled in spirit.  

 

He knew what He was going to do! He knew He was going to 

call Lazarus out of the tomb but He was troubled internally. 

Why? He was grieving with those two sisters. And both of 

them had blamed Him. They said, “If you had been here my 

brother would not have died, so it’s your fault.” And He’s 

troubled in spirit.  

 

Remember in the Garden of Gethsemane what it said? It said 

He sweat great drops of blood and He agonized over His 

physical death and He said, “If it be possible, Father, just let 

this thing pass from me.” Remember that? (see Matthew 

26:39) 

 

When is it right to have “no rest” in our spirit? When we have 

concern for others and their relationship to God and their 

walk with Him, then it’s alright to be anxious and concerned 

and to be troubled in spirit. 

 

It’s the absence of that troubling in spirit that has created 

such a lethargy and such a deadness among us, because we’ve 

become isolated and selfish, instead of deeply anxious and 

concerned for others.  

 

Paul honestly says, “Look, I hurt! I had no rest for my spirit!” 
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Is there any place in his writings that we can feel the same 

thing?  

 

Galatians 4:19—he’s so concerned over the Galatian churches 

because of legalism, and he says this: 

 

Galatians 4:19 

 

My little children, with whom I am again in labor, I’ve got 

birth pains until Christ is formed in you. 

 

And then Romans 9:1-3 when he talks about the Jews and his 

concern for them—listen to this: 

 

Romans 9:1-3 

 

I am telling the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience 

bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I have great 

sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart. For I could wish that 

I myself were accursed, separated from Christ for the sake of 

my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh. 

 

And in 2 Corinthians 11:28 it says: 

 

2 Corinthians 11:28 

 

Apart from the external things, there is a daily pressure upon 

me of concern for all the churches. 

 

That’s the agony. That’s the concern that he feels as he comes 
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to Corinth. And he has every right to feel that as he comes to 

Troas. He has every right to feel that about Corinth because of 

their past history. He says “I had no rest for my spirit.” 

 

What’s he telling them, if we put that in layman’s 

terminology? Paul says, “I couldn’t concentrate on the work in 

Troas. My mind was in Corinth! I was concerned about Titus!” 

 

And what do we think when there is a delay and something 

doesn’t come off just the way we think it should? What’s the 

normal, natural response that every one of us has? We believe 

the worst, don’t we?  

 

“I have no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother;” 

 

We’re saying, “Titus-Smitus! Come on man! You’ve got an 

open door in Troas! It’s the ministry first!” 

 

Why is it that Titus is so important to him? Titus is his 

trouble-shooter. Titus is his right-hand man. Titus is his 

brother in Christ. Titus is a faithful servant.  

 

We see Titus THREE TIMES in the New Testament. He’s at 

the Jerusalem Council. He’s an uncircumcised Greek but he 

came to know Jesus as Savior and he steps before those Jews 

and represents Gentile salvation. And we can thank God for 

the grace of God because of Titus. They ruled in favor of the 

grace of God because of him. 

 

He was entrusted with a ministry on the Island of Crete and 
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the little book of Titus is written to him while he’s having that 

ministry. Impact—incredible. The archeologists turned the 

spade there and do you know what they found? A church 

cornerstone that says, “To Titus, our beloved brother.” 

 

And when they go to Corinth and they need somebody to go 

down there to handle that situation that’s really tough, who 

do they send? Titus. 

 

And Titus is a person who Paul deeply loves and he’s 

concerned about him. He’s made the 183 mile trip for the 

rendezvous. We need to put ourselves in his shoes. Say we 

went out to DFW to pick somebody up at the airport and we 

waited until the first people came off, and then the second 

wave came off, and the third wave came off. And whoever we 

came to meet didn’t come off! Pretty soon there’s a long delay 

and then some more people come trickling off. Then finally the 

stewardesses come off and we’re still standing there with our 

mouth hanging open. And then the pilots come off and we say 

to them, “Is there anybody left on the plane?” They say, “No, 

sorry. Everybody’s off.” What do we think? 

 

We’re thinking, “Oh no! Something happened on the freeway!” 

We go racing to the house believing the worst.  

 

What does Paul think? As he goes down to the dock and the 

boat comes in from Neapolis and he waits until everybody gets 

off, he asks the captain of the ship, “By the way, is a man—

Greek—by the name of Titus onboard?” “No, no. We didn’t. 

Sorry about that.” 
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What was Paul thinking? “Oh no! They killed him in Corinth! 

And I’m responsible for him! My beloved blood brother in 

every way, for the Gospel of Christ is gone.” 

 

The apostle no longer can concentrate on his ministry in 

Corinth. “I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my 

brother; but”—WHAT? Look at that next phrase—“having 

bidden them farewell, I went on to Macedonia.” 

 

What’s the impact of that?  

 

He rolls up the scroll. He packs his bag and he books passage 

to Macedonia and he leaves them. 

 

He did that! Never heard that before? It’s because we have a 

tendency to take a man like the apostle Paul—he has no 

needs! He’s tough! He’s not vulnerable. He doesn’t cry. He 

doesn’t get lonely. He doesn’t feel the impact of sacrifice. He’s 

tough. He’s our hero. We can always look to him. He’s totally 

adequate. 

 

No. The wide open door of ministry—he says, “Look, I hurt. I 

don’t know where my brother is. I’m just going to have to go.” 

And he goes down to the boat and he leaves Troas for 

Macedonia. 

 

Titus meets him. And he’s so excited he forgets to tell us about 

it! Know how sometimes we get so excited about something we 

forget to tell someone what happened? It just changes the 
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whole tenor of things! It’s like going from gloom to glory! From 

the agony of defeat to the greatness of victory!  

 

See the outburst of praise in verse 14? 

 

v. 14 But thanks be to God, who is always leading us in 

His triumph in Christ, and is making known 

through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of 

Him in every place.  

 

“But thanks be to God,” 

 

Does that sound like chapter 1 verse 3? “Blessed be God!” He 

starts singing the doxology because he’s so thrilled. Titus 

meets him there and he says, “Paul, I’ve got great news! I tell 

you, they’ve responded to your letter and to your leadership. 

They love you and they want to see you again man! It’s the 

greatest thing that happened.” 

 

Could Paul have ever thought any less of Titus? Every time 

Titus has gotten involved in something they’ve had a winner.  

 

They won at the Jerusalem Council—they came off with that 

one. And they won on the Island of Crete—and don’t think 

he’s going to lose in Corinth. We won there. 

 

“But thanks be to God, who is always leading us in triumph” 

 

We’ve had a string of victories. It’s “leading us in His triumph 

in Christ, and is making known through us the sweet aroma 
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of the knowledge of Him in every place.” 

 

He is just so excited. There are TWO PHRASES that stand 

out in the fourteenth verse: 

 

1. the word “leading” and 

 

2. the words “making known.” 

 

Let’s land on those for a minute.  

 

He’s “leading us in [a] triumph.” The victory has been won in 

Corinth. 

 

Colossians 2:15 

 

Whom He disarmed the rulers and principalities, He made a 

public display of them, having triumphed over them through 

Him, that is Christ. 

 

Now what is the picture in Paul’s mind when he says: 

 

“[He] is always leading us in His triumph”? 

 

He has in mind a Roman custom that is best described by 

William Barclay in his daily study Bible. Now let’s look at the 

background for the rest of the verses in the text. Because this 

picture is very real in the back of Paul’s mind, and it’ll make 

the passage come alive. Listen to this: 
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(Study Bible by William Barclay) 

 

 In Paul’s mind there is the picture of a Roman Triumph 

and of Christ as a universal conqueror. The highest honor 

which could be given to a victorious Roman general was a 

Triumph.  

Before he could win it he must satisfy certain conditions. 

He must have been the actual commander-in-chief in the field. 

The campaign must have been completely finished, the region 

pacified and the victorious troops brought home.  

Five thousand of the enemy at least must have fallen in 

one engagement. A positive extension of territory must have 

been gained, and not merely a disaster retrieved or an attack 

repelled. And the victory must have been won over a foreign 

foe and not in a civil war.  

In an actual Triumph the procession of the victorious 

general marched through the streets of Rome to the Capitol in 

the following order. First, there came the state officials and 

the senate. Then there came the trumpeters. Then there were 

carried the spoils taken from the conquered land. For 

instance, when Titus conquered Jerusalem the seven-

branched candlestick, the golden table of the shew-bread and 

the golden trumpets were carried through the streets of Rome.  

Then there came pictures of the conquered land and 

models of conquered citadels and ships. There followed the 

white bull for the sacrifice which would be made. Then there 

walked the wretched captives, then enemy princes, leaders 

and generals in chains, shortly to be flung into prison and in 

all probability almost immediately to be executed. [Thrown 

into the coliseum and all that.]  
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Then there came the lictors bearing their rods, followed 

by the musicians with their lyres. Then there came the priests 

swinging their censers with the sweet-smelling incense 

burning in them.  

And then there came the general himself. He stood in a 

chariot drawn by four horses. He was clad in a purple tunic 

embroidered with golden palm leaves, and over it a purple 

toga marked out with golden stars. In his hand he held an 

ivory scepter with the Roman eagle at the top of it, and over 

his head a slave held the crown of Jupiter.  

After him there rode his family, and finally there came 

the army wearing all their decorations and shouting Io 

triumphe! Their cry of triumph. As the procession moved 

through the streets, all decorated and garlanded, amid the 

shouting, cheering crowds, it was a tremendous day, a day 

which might happen only once in a lifetime. This is the picture 

that is in Paul’s mind. 

(source unknown) 

 

It was a “triumph.”  

 

“But thanks be to God [for] His triumph.” 

 

That in Revelation 19. When the heavens are opened and He 

comes riding on a white horse. In His Second Coming He will 

lead literally the saints in that ultimate, final triumph that 

brings to an end the battle of Armageddon and He comes to 

set up His kingdom. 

 

They hymn writer has it right: 
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From vict’ry unto vict’ry H 

is army shall He lead, 

 Till ev’ry foe is vanquished,  

And Christ is Lord indeed. 

(source unknown) 

 

It’s difficult to agree with these guys today who talk about the 

Christian life just being all wonderful, a gushy little victory 

and nobody’s ever going to get hurt, and nothing bad ever 

really happens.  

 

A lot of Christians really believe that the Christian life is like 

a ride in Disneyland called the Pirates of the Caribbean. 

Riders slip into the boat and they go down. And they think 

that nothing’s going to happen to them or Disney is going to be 

fined for it. So they float through in their boat and go through 

cannonballs that splash in the water around them! And 

flashing guns and people screaming bloody murder all over! 

And they just go through these things and they weave 

through.  

 

They’re just so comfortable and victorious and cool because 

nothing would ever happen because they’re on the Pirates of 

the Caribbean!  

 

That’s not the Christian life. Christians get cancer. Christians 

have kids that don’t turn out so good. Christians cry too! And 

they hurt and they have no rest for their souls and they get 

discouraged. And it’s not because they’re not so spiritual that 
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all that happens. That’s part of the divine curriculum to 

develop the character of Christlikeness. And that’s the only 

way He can do it. 

 

And it’s not a ride through the Pirates of the Caribbean. It’s 

literally a ride through hell and back again sometimes. And 

we’re fortunate if we even survive. 

 

“But thanks be to God, who is always leading us in His 

triumph in Christ,”—and then look at that next phrase—“and 

is making known through us the sweet aroma of the 

knowledge of Him in every place.” 

 

Remember, “leading” is the first word—He is leading. The 

question is, is He leading our life today?  

 

Psalm 37 says: “the steps of a good man are ordered by the 

Lord…” (ref. Psalm 37:23) 

 

Proverbs 3:5 and 6 say: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart 

and don’t lean unto your own understanding. In all your ways 

acknowledge Him and He will direct your path.” 

 

Is He leading?  

 

“Where He leads, I will follow”—is He? We have to ask 

ourselves that question. 

 

If He’s leading, He will ultimately lead in triumph. If we’re 

not and if we’re leading, it’s going to end up in defeat.  
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What’s his ministry?  

 

He says He’s “making known through us the sweet aroma of 

the knowledge of Christ in every place.” 

 

That makes that hymn “Channels Only” really come alive, 

doesn’t it? 

 

How I praise Thee, precious Saviour, 

That Thy love laid hold of me; 

Thou hast saved and cleansed and filled me 

That I might Thy channel be. 

(source unknown) 

 

It is “making known through us the fragrance of the 

knowledge of Christ in every place.” 

 

We should be thanking Him that we are a channel that He 

can fill and use.  

 

Listen to Plummer, the Greek scholar, take this fourteenth 

verse apart: 

 

But God be thanked, all has turned out for the best. God has 

always led us along in His triumphal train with Christ, using 

us as His instruments to diffuse the sweet odor of His gospel 

in every place. 

(source unknown) 
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We’re just a channel. That’s what he meant when he says, “I 

have been crucified with Christ. Nevertheless I live, yet not I 

but Christ is living in me.” (ref. Galatians 2:20) 

 

We’re a channel through which He is manifesting the 

fragrance of Christ.  

 

What’s he got in his mind? He’s got those guys carrying the 

incense. And to the captives who are going to die, that incense 

was the smell of death. To the people who are triumphant, it 

was the smell of victory.  

 

v. 15 Because we are a fragrance of Christ to God 

among those who are being saved and among those 

who are perishing;  

 

“Because we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who 

are being saved and among those who are perishing;” 

 

That word “fragrance” is a sacrificial word. It’s a word for 

“crushing,” a word for “breaking.” How do we get a 

“fragrance”? We get a “fragrance” by crushing it and breaking 

it. The flask of the perfume has to be crushed and broken so 

the fragrance comes out. 

 

In John 6 he took the little guy’s lunch. What’d he do? He 

blessed it, he broke it and then he used it. 

 

And as He crushes us, it’s the “fragrance of Christ” that comes 

out of our lives. 
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Remember John 12:1-3?  

 

John 12:1-3 

 

Jesus therefore six days before the Passover, came to Bethany 

where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. So 

they made Him a supper there; and Martha was serving; but 

Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 

Mary therefore took a pound of very costly, genuine 

spikenard-ointment, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped 

His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the 

fragrance of the ointment. 

 

The fragrance filled the air. 

 

Philippians 4:18, when he talks about their giving to him. He 

says that’s a fragrance that ascends to the nostrils of God. And 

it’s well-pleasing to Him. 

 

And we are a “fragrance” to Him. 

 

How do we get a certain fragrance about us? It’s by spending 

prolonged time in His presence that the fragrance comes from 

us. And the fragrance spells TWO THINGS. It spells: 

 

1. SALVATION and LIBERATION to the believer and 

 

2. DEATH and DEFEAT to the person who isn’t. 
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And we as believers are between the two. The Word of God 

says that: 

 

John 5:24 

 

… he who hears My word, and believes on Him who sent Me, 

has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has 

passed from death unto life. 

 

1 John 5:12 

 

To have the Son is to have life; and to have not the Son of God 

is not to have life. 

 

And so we’re between them. It’s like Jesus hanging on the 

Cross between two thieves. One says, “Remember when You 

come into His kingdom.” And He said, “Today you’ll be with 

Me in the paradise.” To the other one he dies and he’s the 

perishing. 

 

The same thing was with Joseph when he was in prison with 

the cupbearer and the baker. The cupbearer was going to be 

liberated in three days and go back to his job. The baker’s 

going to be hanging in some lonesome valley from a white oak 

tree three days from now. 

 

One is going to be liberated and one is going to die.  

 

See verse 16? 
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v. 16 to the one an aroma from death to death, and to 

the other an aroma from life to life. And who is 

qualified for these things?  

 

“to the one an aroma from death to death, and to the other an 

aroma from life to life. And who is qualified for these things?” 

 

Here comes the big question: 

 

What kind of an aroma is exuding from our life?  

 

Can people tell our fragrance? 

 

Here’s an article from Parade Magazine: 

 

 Andy is a human stink bomb but he loves it because that’s 

how he earns his living. Andy is a bill collector for a London 

magazine that sends him out to advertising clients who’ve 

been delinquent or refuse to pay their bills. Dressed in a 22-

year-old raincoat, impregnated with the most horrible 

substances available, Andy plunks himself down in the 

reception room or office of the debtor and refuses to move until 

a payment is made. He and his raincoat generate such vile 

smells—they have been compared to the stench of a skunk 

and rotten eggs—that secretaries and customers gasp and flee 

the room. In practically all cases he leaves with the payment. 

 Andy has an odor about him that repulses people.  

(source unknown) 

 

And he gets a response. He gets the job done. 
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Know how kids sometimes come up with a great theological 

concept? Someone was telling a story about his four children. 

And the verse that they were going to be dealing with at the 

table that night was “Lying is an abomination to the Lord.” 

The daughter who is about fifth or sixth grade says, “Daddy, 

what is an abomination?”  

 

Well, the son who is in about fourth grade says, “Well I know 

what abomination is.” He says, “You know how you love to 

play with your little sister?” He says, “How you love to hold 

her and rock her and play with her?” And Dorey says, “Yes.” 

He says, “Do you love to play with her when she’s got a poopy 

diaper?” And she says, “Oh no! I give her to mom. She stinks! I 

don’t want to play with her with a poopy diaper.” And he says, 

“Well that’s what an abomination is. It’s a poopy diaper unto 

the Lord!”  

(source unknown) 

 

That’s right! It stinks to God when we lie! It stinks to God 

when we’re disobedient! It reeks and it smells and He doesn’t 

like it.  

 

We just need to ask ourselves the question, “Am I out of 

fellowship with God? Am I a poopy diaper to Him?” 

 

Where are we? How fragrant are we? How attractive are we to 

people and how are they responding to what we have to say? 

 

Paul says, “who is qualified for these things?”—to do this? And 
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the answer to that’s in 2 Corinthians 3:5 and 6, which we’ll 

look at in our next study. And that is, we aren’t adequate in 

ourselves for any of these things. 

 

The crushing and the breaking in our lives produces the 

fragrance that makes it possible for us to have a ministry.  

 

Oswald Chambers in My Utmost For His Highest says: 

 

(My Utmost For His Highest by Oswald Chambers) 

 

 This call has nothing to do with personal sanctification, 

but with being made broken bread and poured-out wine. God 

can never make us wine if we object to the fingers He uses to 

crush us with. If God would only use His own fingers, and 

made me broken bread and poured-out wine in a special way! 

But when He uses someone whom we dislike, or some set of 

circumstances to which we said we would never submit, and 

makes those the crushers, we object. We must never choose 

the scene of our own martyrdom. If ever we are going to be 

made into wine, we will have to be crushed; you cannot drink 

grapes. Grapes become wine only when they have been 

squeezed. 

 I wonder what kind of finger and thumb God has been 

using to squeeze you, and you have been like a marble and 

escaped? You are not ripe yet, and in God had squeezed you, 

the wine would have been remarkably bitter. 

(source unknown) 

 

The fragrance comes forth as a result of the crushing and the 
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breaking experiences of life. 

 

v. 17 For we are not like the many who are peddling the 

word of God, but out of pure motives (sincerity), 

but as from God, we are speaking in Christ in the 

sight of God. 

 

“We are not like the many who are peddling the word of God, 

but out of pure motives (that is sincerity), as from God, we are 

speaking in Christ in the sight of God.” 

 

“We are not like the many who are peddling the word of God,” 

 

What do we mean when we use the word “peddling”?  

 

“Peddling the word of God”—dispensing it.  

 

We can always tell a peddler. A peddler gets on one toot and 

he stays there. A peddler may be a peddler of miracles, or he’s 

a peddler of healings, or he’s a peddler of Bible prophecy and 

he’ll get on that and he’ll stay on it. We don’t see them 

comfortable in any other parts of the divine revelation, but he 

peddles one thing, and we can count on him. He’ll come and 

peddle that. Whether it’s a miracle or the prosperity Gospel or 

whatever, he gets on it. 

 

What is Paul telling us? He’s telling us that his life is backing 

up his lip. He says our motives are pure and our message is 

from God. If we want a summary statement of that 

seventeenth verse: 
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Our motives are pure and our message is from God. 

 

We don’t have anything to hide. There’s resilience about us, 

there’s an honesty, there’s a reality, because we’re speaking 

from sincerity and we’re speaking openly and honestly. And 

our message that we bring is from God. 

 

Now what lessons did we get out of that?  

 

Lesson #1: How it blesses the heart of God for us to say “thank 

you.” 

 

“But thanks be to God”—verse 14. Oh that must have blessed 

the heart of God to hear that from the apostle. 

 

Lesson #2: Paul is deeply concerned over the condition of the 

Corinthians. 

 

God, give us a compassionate, burning heart for the needs of 

people around us.  

 

Lesson #3: Are you living your life in victory at this moment? 

 

1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Lesson #4: Are you letting Him lead you in His triumph?  
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Are we knowing victory right now in our life and experiencing 

triumph? 

 

Good questions for us to ask. 

 

Lesson #5: Are you a clean, clear channel for Him to make 

known through you the knowledge of Christ? 

 

He wants an available instrument. 

 

Someone illustrated that concept with an empty glove. The 

Lord just wants to fill it with His hand and use us, touching 

other lives. 

 

Lesson #6: What kind of fragrance is coming forth from your 

life? 

 

If it’s the flesh, it stinks. If it’s of the Spirit, it’s a fragrance—

sweet smelling to God Himself.  

 

Lesson #7: Is God working in your life so that you are 

qualified to be a communicator of His truth? 

 

Is God doing some things in our life right now? 

 

Lesson #8: Are your motives pure and your message from 

God?  

 

Let’s put that another way: 
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Are we real? Is there an authenticity to our life? A resilience 

that’s there because God lives in that body and He’s 

motivating us as we glorify and honor Him? 

 

Perhaps a message like this brings us to a moment of 

awkwardness with God. Perhaps as a believer we have to 

admit our life smells. There really is no triumph.  

 

Is God still patient with us? Does He still love us? Does He 

still long for that relationship or has He really given up on us?  

 

This account in Robert Schuller’s The Be (Happy) Attitudes is 

a blessing: 

 

(The Be (Happy) Attitudes by Robert Schuller) 

 

 Three teenagers boarded a bus in New Jersey. Seated on 

the bus was a quiet, poorly dressed man who sat alone and 

silent. When the bus made its first stop, everybody got off 

except this one man, who remained aloof and alone. When the 

kids came back on the bus, one of them said something nice to 

him and he smiled shyly. 

 At the next bus stop, as everybody got off, the last 

teenager turned and said to the man, “Come on. Get off with 

us. At least stretch your legs.” 

 So he got off. The teenagers invited him to have lunch 

with them. One of the young people said, “We are going to 

Florida for a weekend in the sun. It is nice in Florida, they 

say.” 
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 He said, “Yes, it is.” 

 “Have you been there?” 

 “Oh, yes,” he said, “I used to live there.” 

 One said, “Well, do you still have a home and family?” 

 He hesitated. “I—I don’t know,” he said, finally. 

 “What do you mean, you don’t know?” the teenager 

persisted. 

 Caught up by their warmth and their sincerity, he shared 

this story with them: 

 

 “Many years ago, I was sentenced to Federal prison. I had 

a beautiful wife and wonderful children. I said to her, ‘Honey, 

don’t write to me. I won’t write to you. The kids should not 

know that their dad is in prison. If you want to, go ahead and 

find another man—somebody who will be a good father to 

those boys.’ 

 “I don’t know if she kept her part of the bargain. I kept 

mine. Last week when I knew for sure I was getting out, I 

wrote a letter to our old address; it’s just outside of 

Jacksonville. I said to her, ‘If you are still living there and get 

this letter, if you haven’t found anyone else, and if there is a 

chance of you taking me back—here is how you can let me 

know. I will be on the bus as it comes through town. I want 

you to take a piece of white cloth and hang it in the old oak 

tree right outside of town.” 

 When they got back on the bus and they were about ten 

miles from Jacksonville, all the teenagers moved to this man’s 

side of the bus and pressed their faces against the windows. 

Just as they came to the outskirts of Jacksonville there was 

the big oak tree. The teenagers let out a yell and jumped out 
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of their seats. They hugged each other and danced in the 

center of the aisle. All they said was, “Look at it! Look at it!” 

 Not a single white cloth was tied to the tree. Instead, 

there was a white bedsheet, a white dress, a little boy’s white 

trousers, and white pillow cases! The whole tree was covered 

with dozens of pieces of white cloth! 

pp. 127-28  

 

There needs to be no fear. God hasn’t given up on us yet. And 

to have us come running back, He’ll say “welcome home.” A lot 

of the Christian life is not the Pirates of the Caribbean, it’s 

running uphill into the wind, and it takes everything we have 

to keep going.  

 

This little story in Stephen Brown’s No More Mr. Nice Guy! is 

a good way to end our study: 

 

(No More Mr. Nice Guy! by Stephen Brown) 

 

 Someone tells the story of the missionary who came back 

to America after an extended mission tour. He was Christ’s 

faithful servant, and it was good to get home. It happened that 

he was on the same ship that was bringing Theodore 

Roosevelt back to New York from an overseas trip. There was 

a great crowd at the dock, and at first the missionary thought 

they had come to welcome him. But soon it became apparent 

that they had gathered for Roosevelt. 

 As Roosevelt walked off the ship onto the dock, the band 

started playing and people started shouting. The crowd lifted 

Roosevelt on their shoulders and marched off down the street. 
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 The missionary then made his way to the dock. He was 

alone. He had tears in his eyes, and he prayed, “Father, I have 

been serving You all these years. I’ve been faithful. I have 

proclaimed Your message. But when this man comes home, he 

has a band and a crowd. When I come home, there is no one to 

meet me, no one to shout, no one to make me feel welcome.” 

 It was then that the missionary heard the voice. It was a 

voice he knew intimately. It was the voice of the God he 

served. He heard the words he would remember until the day 

he died. 

 “Son, you aren’t home yet.” 

pp. 78-79  

 

Father, we aren’t home yet. And the battle sometimes seems 

hard and the road seems long. We thank You that we have 

seen a crack in the apostle Paul. The fact that he too got 

weary, he too had to roll up the scroll and go on from an open 

door to find in his anxiety and concern where Titus was and 

what had happened. Thank You that this outburst of praise 

and thanksgiving is going to be our note of victory as well 

when we are welcomed home in glory. We pray that Your Holy 

Spirit would encourage us to hang in there even though the 

battle’s hot. The victory is sure because we’re on the right 

side. Enable us to just go on from victory unto victory and 

allow You to lead and let You minister through us. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 

 

  

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



34 

 

A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

 

Study Number Four – 2 Corinthians 2:12-17 

            NOTES 
v. 12 Now having come to Troas for the gospel of Christ and a door 

having been opened for me in the Lord, 

v. 13 I have had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother; 

but having bidden them farewell, I went on to Macedonia. 

v. 14 But thanks be to God, who is always leading us in His 

triumph in Christ, and is making known through us the sweet 

aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. 

v. 15 Because we are a fragrance of Christ to God among those 

who are being saved and among those who are perishing; 

v. 16 to the one an aroma from death to death, and to the other an 

aroma from life to life. And who is qualified for these things? 

v. 17 For we are not like the many who are peddling the word of 

God, but out of pure motives (sincerity), but as from God, we are 

speaking in Christ in the sight of God. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 2 Corinthians 2:12-17 and in your own words pull out 

the main thought of this passage. 
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2. What did Paul find when he got to Troas, according to verse 

12? 

 

 

 

 

3. Describe Paul’s condition in verse 13. Recall and write down 

a similar experience that you have had. 

 

 

 

 

4. What two things is God doing for the apostle, according to 

verse 14? 

 

 

 

 

5. What two groups of people come in touch with the apostle, 

according to verse 15? 
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6. State Paul’s question in verse 16 and suggest a couple of 

possibilities for answers. 

 

 

 

 

7. How are the majority of preachers characterized in  

verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

8. In what two ways does Paul characterize his own ministry, 

according to verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: How it blesses the heart of God for us to say 

“thank you.” 

 

LESSON #2: Paul is deeply concerned over the condition of 

the Corinthians. 

 

LESSON #3: Are you living your life in victory at this 

moment? 

 

1 Corinthians 15:57 

 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

LESSON #4: Are you letting Him lead you in His triumph? 

Are you experiencing triumph? 

 

LESSON #5: Are you a clean, clear channel for Him to make 

known through you the knowledge of Christ? 

 

LESSON #6: What kind of fragrance is coming forth from your 

life? 
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LESSON #7: Is God working in your life so that you are 

qualified to be a communicator of His truth? 

 

LESSON #8: Are your motives pure and is your message from 

God? Are you real? Is there an authenticity to your life? 
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