A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Six — 2 Corinthians 3:12-18

In the Our Daily Bread booklet there was the following
reading:

Located in the White Mountains of New Hampshire is a
famous pass known as Franconia Notch. And high on one of
1ts rocky walls protrudes a granite formation that resembles
the profile of an old man peering intently over the valley. It’s
called “The Old Man of the Mountain.” Nathaniel Hawthorne
drew his inspiration for “The Legend of the Great Stone Face”
from that unusual rock formation.

Perhaps you remember the story. A boy by the name of
Ernest lives in the valley from which he views daily a face
fashioned in the mountain. His mother tells him that someday
a venerable man who bears that image will visit the valley.
Years go by. Great men from all walks of life come, but no one
has the resemblance. Ernest reaches old age, disappointed
that he had not seen his mother’s prediction fulfilled. Finally,
a poet of renown visits the area and listens to Ernest deliver a
discourse to his neighbors. He notices in his face the visage of
the great stone face on the mountain. Having gazed on that
figure daily for many years, Ernest, now a venerable old man,
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has gradually come to bear [that] image.
(source unknown)

The hymn writer puts it this way:

O to be like Thee, blessed Redeemer!
This 1s my constant longing and prayer;
Gladly I'll forfeit all of earth’s treasures,
Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear.
(source unknown)

What we're talking about is TRANSFORMATION—being
made into the image of Christ.

The apostle Paul in his argument demonstrated:

1. In the first study, how to handle DIFFICULT TIMES.
2. In our second study, how to handle CRITICISM.

3. In the third study, when DISCIPLINE is adequate.

4. In the fourth study we talked about the TRIUMPH OF
THE GOSPEL.

We went from the AGONY of defeat to the GLORY of victory,
as we saw Paul in his humanity.

5. In our last study we talked about the SUPERIORITY of
the GRACE OF GOD over the Law.
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The apostle demonstrated to us that the Law 1s FADING 1n 1ts
glory. And the Gospel is only INTENSIFYING 1n its glory.

And what we’re going to talk about in this study is a
relationship that changes us into the image of the Lord Jesus.

Now let’s pick up at verse 12 and we’ll see how this begins to
unfold.

v. 12 Having therefore such a hope, we are using great
boldness in our speech,

“Having therefore such a hope, we are using great boldness in
our speech,”

When we read the phrase, “Having...such a hope,”
1mmediately we say:

“Well, what hope?”

And of course, the hope is the glory of the gospel of Jesus
Christ that we have talked about in our last study. He uses
that when he writes to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 15:

1 Corinthians 15:19

If we only hoped in Christ in this life, we are of all men most
to be pitied.



We think of the hymn writer when we think of the word
“hope,” don’t we?

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
(source unknown)

That’s the “hope” we have.
He says in view of that “hope”:
“we are using great boldness in our speech,”

Are we? Do we find ourselves confident about the Gospel to
the point where we don’t have any trouble talking to people

about 1t? And we speak with a confidence, an assurance, and a
boldness?

That was a characteristic of the early church by the way. In
Acts 4 there are two sections that indicate the fact that they're
different from some of us. In Acts 4:13 we read this:

Acts 4:13

Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John, and
understood that they were uneducated and untrained men,
they were marveling, and began to recognize that they had
been with Jesus.



And we get down to the end of the chapter and there’s a very
stimulating couple of verses, beginning at verse 29:

Acts 4:29-31

“And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Thy
bond-servants may speak Thy word with all confidence, while
Thou dost extend Thy hand to heal, and signs and wonders
take place through the name of Thy holy Servant Jesus.” And
when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were
assembled together, and they were all filled with the Holy
Spirit, and they began to speak the word of God with boldness.

Now what’s the opposite of “boldness™?

The opposite of “boldness” 1s TENTATIVE, 1sn’t 1t? The
opposite of “boldness” would be UNCERTAIN or UNSURE
about something—calling it to question.

There’s an awful lot of this preaching going on. There was an
archeological discovery indicating they have found Joseph’s
tomb in Egypt. This is contrary to the fact that Joseph’s last
request was, “Take my bones when you leave.” And in the
Exodus Moses took the bones. And in the book of Joshua,
Joshua buried the bones in the land. All of that doesn’t mean
anything to them. They claim they found the tomb of Joseph
and so the Bible therefore is all wrong in this regard.

And so they're tentative about the Bible. The more we walk
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with God, the more confident we are. Why? Because we know
1t’ll work. We know the message works in people’s lives. We're
sold on what it’s doing and it’ll do what 1t says it will.

Stephen Brown in his book No More Mr. Nice Guy! starts out
with that very thing. He says we are just kind of mushy-gushy
nice guys and we really don’t stand for anything. We really
don’t speak for things. We’re not bold and confident and
assured when we talk about the Gospel. And he really comes
down hard on that in the first part of the book. And he uses an
1llustration of John Knox with Queen Mary which was really
quite classy:

(No More Mr. Nice Guy! by Stephen Brown)

...Queen Mary, one of the most powerful monarchs on the face
of the earth, cringed before John Knox? Knox was only a little
man with a very weak and frail body.

Mary, in her frustration with Knox, is said to have cried
out to him, “I have borne with you in all your rigorous manner
of speaking, both against myself and against my uncles; yea, I
have sought your favor by all possible means; I have offered
unto you presents and audience whence wherever it pleased
you to admonish me, and yet I can not be quit of you. I vow to
God I shall be once revenged.”

Knox replied, “Madam, I am not master of myself, but
must obey Him who commands me to speak plain, and to
flatter no flesh upon the face of the earth.”

p. 57



And then Brown goes on to say:

(No More Mr. Nice Guy! by Stephen Brown)

Christian boldness 1s an awesome thing to watch. I have
seen grown men weep before it; I have seen drug addicts turn
from their drugs and alcoholics turn from their bottles because
of 1it; I have seen soldiers cringe in its light; I have seen angry,
hostile, abrasive people back away from their plans in the face
of it; I have seen sinners repent and saints grow as they are
prodded by it. There is something supernaturally powerful
about Christian boldness. The problem 1s that few people have
seen that power because not many Christians are willing to
exercise it.

p. 57

Paul said the goal of the Gospel, the hope of the Gospel makes
us very bold.

When we think of another person as bold, we think of Martin
Luther. Martin Luther just turns it around. Very clearly he
said: “If we're going to sin:

(No More Mr. Nice Guy! by Stephen Brown)

... we ought to “sin boldly.” What did he mean by that? He
meant that there is nothing worse than a Christian who
covers over in a corner, whining about the perils of the pagan
world. For God’s sake, I think Luther would say, “Quit
whining and do something—even if it is done badly.”
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p. 71
At least do something!

And Paul i1s one of those who speaks boldly. We never question
as to where he 1s by what he says.

v. 13 and not even as Moses, who was putting a veil
over his face that the sons of Israel might not look
intently at the end of what was fading away.

“and not even as Moses, who was putting a veil over his face
that the sons of Israel might not look intently at the end of
what was fading away.”

We talked about this in our last study. So many always
thought that Moses put the veil on his face to cover the
brightness of it. And initially that might have been true.
There are indications of that in the text. But really he was
covering the fading of it. It was like it’s fading away and so he
was trying to cover it. It’s a diminishing glory.

Exodus 34 is the passage where that’s recorded that after he
came down from the mountain receiving the Law, he was so
radiant he put the veil over his face. (see Exodus 34:29ff)

And the purpose of the veil is “that the sons of Israel might
not look intently at the end of what was fading away.”

Moses was trying to cover something that was fading. And
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this is like rearranging the deck chairs on the bow of the
Titanic. It’s not time for a better view. We're going down.

And 1n essence something’s happening. The Law 1s fading.
The Law never gives life. It can only bring death. And the
fading glory of it is covered by the veil.

What are the veils that we wear to cover something in our
lives? We don’t call them veils today. We call them masks.

Did we put our mask on today?

Many of us did. The first mask that we all wear, and we are
sure 1s 1n place before we go out, 1s the MASK OF

ADEQUACY.

We often tell people things are going great in our lives. Is it
great? Or are we really having a rough time and we’re just too
afraid to admit it so we're staying behind our veil of adequacy?

We come across like that. We’ve got to be adequate.

And the second one is the VEIL OF ACTING. Many people
think Christianity is to develop our Hollywood playacting
ability. And we act - because we want to cover the fact that
1t’s empty. We want to cover the reality of it or the lack of
reality by trying to be somebody else.

Ever done that? Somebody’s kind of our hero and we try to be
like them?



We're impressed by somebody so we act like them. We try to
be like them because they’re successful.

And then the third one is the MASK OF ARROGANCE. It’s
covering everything by self-righteousness. It’s ministering to
our pride. We want to project sinlessness. We want to project
the fact that we have really got everything together and
everything is fine.

Those are the veils—the masks that we often wear.

v. 14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very
day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil
is remaining unlifted, because it is being removed
in Christ.

“But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the
reading of the old covenant the same veil is remaining
unlifted, because it is being removed in Christ.”

Let’s talk about that for a minute.
“their minds were hardened;”

What does that mean?

In Mark chapter 3, as Jesus i1s in the synagogue on the

Sabbath, there’s a guy there that evidently suffered from

polio. He’s got a withered hand. And he turns to the Pharisees
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in the crowd and He says, “Is it alright to do good on the
Sabbath to save a life and to heal?”” And they're so angry with
Him they don’t say a word. And it says:

Mark 3:5

Jesus looked around at them, grieved at their hardness of
heart, and He told the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And it
was made whole as the other.

That word “hardness” 1s the word for “callous.” When a person
has a hard heart, he has been so rubbed with truth and he’s
failed to respond, his heart has become callous. That’s a
possibility. Their minds were hardened. They had heard the
Scripture. We read:

“for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the
same vell 1s remaining unlifted,” because it’s been rubbed and
rubbed and it’s gotten hard like a callous.

But there’s another kind of hardness isn’t there? There’s the
hardness of CLAY when it’s mixed and put on the wheel and
molded and then we put it in the fire and it gets hard.

Then there’s the hardness of CONCRETE. We mix 1t with
water and let it sit and 1t gets hard.

And the picture here, whether it’'s CALLOUS or CLAY or
CONCRETE, is a picture of a hard heart. And that heart has
been hardened to the point that the “veil is remaining
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unlifted.” Why?
“because 1t 1s removed 1n Jesus Christ.”

If we manifested a hard heart, how would we manifest 1t? Weli
by an unteachable spirit. We would manifest it by saying:

“I don’t want to receive any new truth.”

“Don’t confuse me with the facts. I'm set in my ways.”

“I'm living by tradition.”

“Bug off!”

“Lay off. I'm satisfied with where I am and what I've learned.”
In Romans chapter 11, when Paul talks about the condition of
the Jews, he says this about them and he uses the word

“hardness”:

Romans 11:7, 8

What then? That which Israel is seeking for, it has not
obtained, but those who were chosen obtained it, and the rest
were hardened; just as it 1s written,

“God gave them a spirit of stupor,

Eyes to see not and ears to hear not,

to this very day.”
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And then in Romans 11:25 he comes back to it again:

Romans 11:25

For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this
mystery, lest you be wise in your own estimation, that a
partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of
the Gentiles be come 1n;

We see that now with them. They are so hard to reach because
they don’t want to accept the Messiah. They don’t want to
respond to the Gospel.

Now it’s one thing to have a hard mind and it’s another thing
to lose our mind. And the older we get, we have to watch it.

So we have a “hardened” mind here.

And it says the “veil 1I"—WHAT? Isn’t that neat? The “veil is
remaining’—but WHAT?—"it is being removed in Christ.”

Isn’t that great? When Christ died on the Cross, the veil was
rent from top to bottom. The veil separated the Holy of Holies
from the Holy Place. That was God saying, “Now come by a
new and living way.” (see Hebrews 10:20) The veil has been

torn in two, and now we have access into the very presence of
God Himself.

Look at verse 15.
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v. 15 But even today, whenever Moses is being read, a
veil is laying over their heart;

“But even today, whenever Moses 1s being read,”—WHAT?—
“a veil 1s laying over their heart;”

What do we have? We have minds that are “hardened” and a
heart that’s been COVERED. That’s the picture of somebody
who doesn’t know Jesus Christ as Savior. Their mind 1s
“hardened” and their hearts have been covered.

v. 16 but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is
being taken away.

“but whenever a man turns to the Lord the veil is being taken
away.”

“whenever a man turns to the Lord”—that’s what
CONVERSION means. That means “turn around.”

God 1s never moved. God 1s always pictured as facing man,
longing for a continuation of a relationship that man has
turned around and walked away from. So when “a man turns”
to God, he literally has to turn around and come back and face

God—CONVERSION.

When “a man turns” to God and faces RECONCILIATION—
he turns around—then “the veil is being taken away.”

Now when we study a passage like this, we hope and pray
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that somehow a mind that is “hardened” or a heart that 1s
covered will experience—if it’s “hardened”—the hammer and
the fire of the Word of God, which will soften it and break 1t in
pieces. Or if it 1s still covered, that the wind of the Spirit will
blow the veil away so that real understanding of spiritual
truth will come about.

We're going to see that in our next study in a graphic part of
chapter 4 in study #7.

v. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty.

“Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord
1s, there 1s liberty.”

Now why does the Holy Spirit get in here? And why does it
say “where the Spirit of the Lord 1s, there 1s liberty”?

Well first of all, what is the Holy Spirit’s function when it
comes to salvation? We know that it’s SIN,
RIGHTEOUSNESS, and JUDGEMENT, don’t we?

The Holy Spirit blows into the heart conviction. And then that
conviction is turned to a demonstration that there 1s
righteousness that is yours in Christ and judgment if we fail
to respond to 1t—sin, righteousness and judgment.

But then what does it mean “where the Spirit of the Lord 1s,
there 1s liberty”?
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We need to ask ourselves the question, how can we equate
becoming a Christian, having the Spirit work in our lives with
liberty? Here are a number of thoughts:

1. There is “liberty” for new life in Christ.

Imagine what it would be like, again to be handed a brand
new clean sheet of paper and the thrill that was ours, the very
moment we came to know Christ, to know this is the first day
of the rest of our life and we're getting to start all over again
and everything has been cleansed—washed away? Remember
that?

Oh we get so far away from that, we forget to thrill of 1t! To
realize everything’s cancelled, 1t’s all gone, 1t’s behind His
back, He’s forgotten 1t, it’s washed clean! Talk about freedom!
That 1s hitting the ground running in “liberty” that we cannot
believe.

Isaiah 1:18

“Come now, let us reason together,” saith the Lord. “Though
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.”

The second “liberty” is:

2. The “liberty” that frees us from the Law.
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Thank God we’re not under the Law anymore. The
condemnation of the Law is gone! We're free from the shackles
of sin and death!

The Law can say the guilty sinner dies! But God says, “He’s
not guilty anymore. He’s not under the Law. He’s My child.
He’s been moved into My family! The Law finished him when
He came to Christ!”

And boy that 1s “liberty” friend.

And then the third “liberty” that is ours 1is:

3. We get the chance to behold Him face to face.

They didn’t get that in the Old Testament. They couldn’t go
past the veil. And in the Old Testament, if they saw an angel

of the Lord they were frightened!

Like Gideon thought, “Oh man, I'm going to die! I've talked to
the angel of the Lord!”

Manoah said to his wife before Samson was born, “We’ve seen
Him face to face, we're done!”

Now we can look into His face, behold Him in the Word of
God. But where does the greatest freedom come from? The
greatest freedom comes when the veils are gone!

We don’t have to wear our veil of adequacy! And we don’t have
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to act! And we don’t have to demonstrate our arrogance! This
1s real, man!

We don’t have to be adequate for others. We can’t relate to
another’s adequacy anyway. All we want 1s for others to be
adequate so we can have something to look to. But we’re not
adequate. And in our frailty we come, not adequate. But our
adequacy 1s 1n Jesus Christ.

And we come, not acting either because we don’t have
anything to play act about. And thank God we’re free of the
arrogance.

We can come, just like we are! Our crumby old selves!
Trusting that the Spirit of God will continue to do a good work
in our lives, making us more and more into the image of His
Son. And that’s freedom. That’s:

(Galatians 5:1

It 1s for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep
standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery.

Iceman 1s a book that will make the hair stand up on the back
of your neck. This guy was a hardened criminal involved not
only in drugs, but everything else. He was involved in the
actual taking of life. And one day he is actually set free in
answer to prayer. And listen to this:

(Iceman by Ron Rearick with Doug Murren)
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Judge Ritter turned to me. “Son, I've called you back to
my court for one reason. One night, several weeks ago, I just
found it in my heart to call you back and give you a pardon.
I'm going to give you one more chance, and you’'d better make
the best of it, son. Someone up there likes you for some reason,
and there’s something better for you than prison. So, let’s put
some effort into finding what it i1s! You're pardoned and
released!”

Two hours later, I was out on the streets of Salt Lake
City—a free man! I was stunned. My legs shook. I could
hardly breathe. Pardoned! I kept repeating. “Pardoned by the
Hanging Judge!” I had to pinch myself to believe it. It had
really happened.
pp. 143

I knew that the hardest thing in the world for me would be to
live without my dope, but I also knew I had to. So I knelt
down and cried out to God.

“God, I [just] don’t understand what you want with my
life. I can’t quit taking drugs on my own. I need a fix. I can’t
leave the chicks alone either. There’s just something inside me
that craves both of them. God, if you can help me, I'll live
right.”

Again, the same Presence that had filled my cell at
McNeil Island Penitentiary filled the room as I knelt down by
the couch—with a soft carpet instead of cold cement under my
knees. The same Presence filled my heart. The same quiet
peace flowed through me. I knew I was finally free.
pp. 148-49
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That’s what he’s talking about.

“where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty’—and there’s
freedom. The shackles have been broken—they’ve been set
free.

We've been talking about them, haven’t we? “Their hearts”
and “their minds.”

v. 18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed
into the same image from glory to glory, just as
from the Lord, the Spirit.

“We all,”—isn’t that great? A lot of times when we see the
little words that are there in the text, it just shows us the
transition and it gets to where we are.

“But we all, with™—WHAT?—*unveiled face”—the veils are
gone! We're free!—“beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same 1image from glory tc
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”

Now we have to take each of those words and milk them for
the truth that we're going to get out of this.

“we all”’— forms the CONTRAST to the others.

“we all, with an unveiled face”—our adequacy, our acting in
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our arrogance are gone, we've been set free. What are we
doing?

“we all, with unveiled face” are trying hard to please Him.
Is that what it says?

“we all, with unveiled face”—WHAT?—"“beholding”

In verse 13 it was “looking intently” and now it’s
“beholding...the glory of the Lord.”

Now what’s the next phrase? An ILLUSTRATION:
“as 1n a mirror”

How do we see “the glory of the Lord”? Well how do we see
ourselves? We look in a mirror.

Did we look into a mirror this morning? We thought, “Oh no!”
We can’t believe what age has done to us, can we? The

wrinkles and the sags and especially early in the morning.

We look in the mirror to catch a reflection! What mirror do we
look in to behold “the glory of the Lord”?

The Bible does its own best commentary.
In James 1:22-25 we get the mirror:
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James 1:22-25

Prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers
only who delude themselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the
word and not a doer, he 1s like a man who looks at his natural
face 1n a mirror; for once he has looked at himself and gone
away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he
was. But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of
liberty and abides by it, not having been a forgetful hearer but
an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.

He says the mirror of the Word of God 1s a law of liberty!
Freedom! We had that in our last verse. We're set free. We
look 1n here and we see Him and we behold Him, we become

like Him.

Have we been beholding Him in the mirror? Is there a
radiance about us? Is it there because we've taken time this
very day to behold Him?

When we don’t behold Him, Ichabod gets written over our
life—*“the glory of the Lord has departed.” We look like a Jack-
O-Lantern without the candle. The lights go out and it’s real,
real sad.

Isaiah 60:5

Then you will look and be radiant,
Your heart will throb and swell with joy;
The wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
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To you the riches of the nations will come.
John caught it in:

1 John 3:2, 3

... soon we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 1s...

It’s going to take time, “but soon we shall be like Him, for we
shall see Him just as He 1s.”

God 1s working in each of our lives.
Look at that next phrase:

“we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror”—
WHAT?—*the glory of the Lord, are being”—WHAT?—
“transformed...”

Now get that down real, real big okay! Don’t miss it!

This 1s the principle of Christian growth! Now we don’t come
with a little fancy prescription of instant spirituality. The key
to genuine, authentic godliness and Christlikeness is
TRANSFORMATION by CONTEMPLATION. That’s the key
to the whole thing.

If we’re to summarize all the Bible teaching on Christian
living, it 1s time spent in His presence. And it is
transformation by contemplation.
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This 1s not something we can get walking down the aisle. This
1s not something we can get by raising our hand. It’s not
something we can get by making a decision. It’s something
that comes by the spending of time.

Can we say that in another way?

It is NOT IMITATION, it is TRANSFORMATION.

Now Thomas a Kempis, bless his heart, 1s a mystic. He wrote
a beautiful book called The Imitation of Christ. But that’s not
1t. It 1s not 1mitation, 1t 1s transformation.

Now Paul picks up on that in Romans 12:1 and 2.

Don’t allow the world around you to squeeze you into its mold,
but let God remold your mind from within!

In other words, TRANSFORM YOU and “be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is the

good and acceptable and perfect will of God.” (ref. Romans
12:2)

It is TRANSFORMATION by CONTEMPLATION.

(Let Me Illustrate by Donald Grey Barnhouse)

Donald Grey Barnhouse likens it to the silversmiths in
Istanbul in Turkey. They look into the fiery pot, at the silver
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as 1t melts, scraping off the slag until finally they can see the
reflection of their face in the silver.
p. 135 (paraphrased)

That’s the way God works with us.

Now we wish that we could just get a special little ZAP and ali
of a sudden we are instantaneously spiritual giants made like
Christ. There’s a bunch of that stuff out there. There are all
kinds of people telling us that once we get it, we have it and
we have been zapped royally, and we are a spiritual giant and
our feet will never touch the earth.

One of the cutest 1llustrations that Swindoll ever told
describes this point perfectly. He tells the story of the hillbilly
family living way up in the Appalachian Mountains. They’d
never been to the big city. A man grew up there and he met a
young lady there, and they got married there! And they stayed
there! And they had a little boy and they called him Junior.
He grew up to be 13 years of age and he’d never been to town
either. So they decided to save a few shekels and go to the big
city. The three of them got in the pick-up and they went to the
big city. They drove up in front of this fancy hotel—it was the
fanciest thing you ever saw in your life. He’s scared to death.

He says, “Junior, you come here with me. Momma, you stay in
the truck. We're gonna go and check this out.” And they go
inside. And he looks up and he sees this gigantic chandelier
hanging up and he’d never seen anything like that in his
whole life! And over in the corner is an indoor waterfall. I
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mean it’s trickling and running. He'd never seen one of those
before. And over here in this great big long hallway is all these
little shops down here in the mall and he’s just bug-eyed and
bushy-tailed.

All of a sudden he turns around and he hears this click and
sees these doors opening and closing, and these little numbers
up above the door and he’s watching those things. He sees
people getting on there and the doors close. Then the doors
open and people are getting off.

Pretty soon he’s just captivated by this thing. A little old lady
with her cane comes walking over there and the doors open
and she gets on. Doors close, 30 seconds later, doors open and
out comes this beautiful blonde girl! And he turns to Junior
and he says, “Go get Momma!”

(source unknown)

That’s it. We just wish it was like that, don’t we? Get in that
little box and close the door and then open it up and out comes
somebody young and pretty and attractive. That’s the kind of
stuff that a lot of people are piling on us today, thinking that
that’s the way it comes.

It just really would be great if we can just stand over there by
the door and give a shot on the way out and we’ve got it! But
that’s not the way it 1s. It’s a time word and i1t takes a long
time.

And a lot of times it’s the stresses of life that bring the
26



moments of truth and we really begin to discover where we're
at, as far as our Christian lives are concerned.

Ray Stedman describes it this way:

(Expository Studies in 2 Corinthians: Power Out of Weakness
by Ray C. Stedman)

These are what we call “moments of truth.” Did you ever
have one? They are rather shocking. You think you have been
going along eating your Wheaties and doing OK, and suddenly
you discover that you have been a very self-centered person,
that what you thought was a perfectly acceptable life is filled
with lovelessness, viciousness, and selfishness.

I have often told of the two young men who were students
down at Duke University in North Carolina. They were
invited to a masquerade party. They decided to go dressed in
the costumes of the mascots of Duke University, the “Blue
Devils,” so they rented blue devil costumes.

Dressed in these, they started out for the party, and
without realizing it, they got mixed up and went by mistake
into a church congregation at Prayer Meeting. ... two blue
devils walking down the aisle there was a great exodus, out
the doors and out the windows, all except for one rather stout
lady who got wedged in the front pew when she tried to turn
around. She began to scream in terror, and these two young
men, forgetting they were causing this problem rushed
forward to try to help her. When she saw them advancing on
her she raised her hand, she rolled her eyes, and said, “Stop!
Don’t you come any further! I want you to know that I've been
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a member of this church for 25 years, but I've been on your
side all the time!”
pp. 62-63

It takes some stress like that to bring it out, to really tell
where we’'re coming from.

Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer was the founding president of Dallas
Theological Seminary. And they often sang the hymn in the
chapel, “Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord.” And
he changed that. He says: “Take time to behold Him, speak oft

with thy Lord.”
(source unknown)

Turn your eyes upon Jesus;

Look full in His wonderful face;

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace.

(source unknown)

There’s no powerful, fleshly secrets. It comes by contemplation
that leads to transformation. And see it says, “from glory to
glory.” That means the glory intensifies. The more we do it the
greater the glory! The more time in His presence, the more
people sense that you're there! The more radiance of Him they
behold in us and we gradually change.

We’re hungry for that.

A. W. Tozer was a giant of a man spiritually and he said:
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(The Pursuit of God by A. W. Tozer)

When the habit of inwardly gazing Godward becomes
fixed within us we shall be ushered onto a new level of
spiritual life more in keeping with the promises of God and
the mood of the New Testament.

p. 97

That’s 1it. Why don’t we just quit all this falderal and this
emotional junk and all these big demonstrations of things that
are so much in the flesh? And why don’t we get alone and
contemplate the Person of Jesus Christ? And focus our
attention on Him and really long to be like Him?

Tozer said:

(The Pursuit of God by A. W. Tozer)

O Lord, I have heard a good word inviting me to look
away to Thee and be satisfied. My heart longs to respond, but
sin has clouded my vision till I see Thee but dimly. Be pleased
to cleanse me in Thine own precious blood...

p. 97
That’s it. Where are we looking though?

Listen to these statistics:

(The Rebirth of America by the Arthur S. DeMoss Foundation)
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We are just beginning to experience the first generation
brought up completely on television. Some studies have shown
that the average viewing time of the American child from six
to 16 years of age 1s between 20 and 24 hours per week. If he
lives to be 80, and continues to watch TV at that rate, he will
have spent 8 to 10 years of his life [gazing at] television. Or to
put it another way, he lives about 20,000 days. One fifth of his
waking life or about 4,000 days will have been spent watching
television.

(source unknown)

If we simply balanced gazing at the Lord with gazing at the
television, the revivals would take place. God would begin to
do a good work.

Jill and Pat Williams nearly lost their marriage. They wrote a
book called Rekindle.

But they wrote another one called Keep the Fire Glowing. It’s
about their family. And it’s the struggle they faced trying to
regulate their children’s viewing of television and to do other
things that are far more helpful to them. And they included
this twenty-third channel.

(Keep the Fire Glowing by Pat and Jill Williams with Jerry
Jenkins)

The 23rd Channel
The TV set is my shepherd. My spiritual growth shall
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want.

It makes me to sit down and do nothing for His name’s
sake, because it requireth all of my spare time.

It keepeth me from doing my duty as a Christian, because
1t presenteth so many good shows that I must see.

It restoreth my knowledge of the things of the world and
keepeth me from the study of God’s Word.

It leadeth me in the paths of failing to attend the evening
worship services and doing nothing in the kingdom of God.

Yea, though I live to be 100 I shall keep on viewing
television as long as it will work, for it 1s my closest
companion.

Its sounds and its pictures comfort me.

It presenteth entertainment before me and keepeth me
from doing important things with my family.

It fills my head with ideas which differ from those set
forth in the Word of God.

Surely, no good thing will come of my life, because my
television offereth me no good time to do the will of God; thus
I will dwell crownless in the house of the Lord forever.

—Author Unknown
p. 105

A.T. Pierson 1s a very godly old gentleman. His book 1s out of
print that he wrote called Godly Self-Control. In that book he
describes photography as the picture of what takes place in
our lives as we're transformed:

(Godly Self-Control by Rev. A. T. Pierson)
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This 1s a lesson in spiritual photography, for in taking a
photograph we must have four necessary helps: First, an
1mage; second, a camera; third, a sensitive plate; and fourth,
light. When these four are combined in proper relations, we
get the photographic representation. And in this one verse are
suggested the image—the glory of the Lord; the camera—the
Holy Scripture; the sensitive plate—the human spirit, and the
light—the Holy Ghost. To sit down as it were before the
Image, and meditate upon the beauty and the glory of Christ;
to present in ourselves a sensitive plate to the impression; and
all in the transforming power of the light of the Spirit—this is
to be changed into the same 1mage, from one degree of glory to
another, even as by the Lord, the Spirit.
pp. 106-108

That’s the picture. How much like Him are we becoming?
These are the lessons we got out of the study.

Lesson #1: Boldness 1n our speech 1s a manifestation of the
Spirit-filled life.

Oh, don’t be tentative with the Gospel.

Lesson #2: The glory of the Gospel grows and glows with
greater intensity.

Lesson #3: The Law can never give life, it can only condemn.

Lesson #4: Is your mind hardened toward the things of God?
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Now we can be a very spiritual person and have a hard heart
because it’s been rubbed and calloused by truth.

Is your heart hardened toward spiritual things?
Lesson #5: Has the veil been removed in Christ?

Lesson #6: Their minds are hardened and their hearts are
covered.

Lesson #7: Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

We're set free to be ourselves. We don’t have to act. We don’t
have to be adequate. We're simply free to be ourselves. God
loves us just like we are.

Lesson #8: Are you beholding the glory of the Lord on a
regular basis?

Lesson #9: Are you looking at the Living Word in the written
Word?

That 1s Christ—the Living Word—in the written Word.

Lesson #10: In private we behold Him, in public we speak
boldly.

Well that’s the key 1sn’t 1t? That takes the first part of the
study and puts it together with the last part.
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In private we behold Him, in public we speak boldly.

Here’s Ron Rearick’s own testimony of how he became a
Christian:

(Iceman by Ron Rearick with Doug Murren)

I waited until there was no more rustling in the bunks around
me. It must have been about 1:00 A.M. when I decided it was
all clear for me to slip out of [my bunk]. I knelt down on the
cold cement floor, listening for a long moment to determine if
anyone else was rustling; I didn’t want anyone to know about
my experiment.

I took hold of the black bars and bowed my head. The
light was streaming in from the hall, so I classed my eyes. I
began to whisper, hoping the night guard and my cell buddies
wouldn’t hear me.

“Lord, if you're real and if you [sic] really are who these
guys say you are, can you take this mess and do something
with 1t?”

I held my breath and listened. Lightning didn’t strike. My
bunk didn’t catch on fire. Nothing. I couldn’t hear a sound. In
my whole life, I couldn’t remember this kind of silence. Maybe
that was the sign [that] I was supposed to get.

I listened again for a few moments—more intently this
time. Nothing stirred. I started to pray again.

“God, please help me. I know I'm a real mess, but I'm
starting to lose it. Iceman is melting. I know you’re probably
real busy, but could you just take a moment and help me?”
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I was startled by the realization that I, the rough and
tough Iceman, was actually talking to God. Just then, one of
the other guys stirred. Startled, I literally jumped back into
bed.

I got mad at myself for being so chicken, but I didn’t want
to be laughed at or put down, because I knew the other guys
in my cell wouldn’t understand. After all, I wasn’t even sure if
this business about God was totally real yet myself.

When my bunkmate settled down again, I got back on my
knees and grabbed hold of the bars. When I heard someone
moving down the hall, I jumped back into bed again. I laid
there a moment, cursing. What was I doing anyway? Was I
scared that someone would catch me?

I didn’t seem to be able to help myself, because as soon as
things get settled down again, I was back on my knees. It
seemed as though this Presence had entered my cell and had
filled every fiber of my being! I knew then that the Lord was,
indeed, real, though I didn’t get zapped by lightning nor did
my bed catch on fire.

I began to weep. Try as I might to stifle them, the sobs
just seemed to well up from within my depths. Many, many
years of frustration, anger, fear, guilt and hatred seemed to
roll out of me. I even found myself confessing thins I'd done
that no one else even knew about. I didn’t know why.

Then I laid back on my bed and cried some more. No one
stirred. I prayed and prayed for hours. A sense of calm finally
overtook me, a sense of well-being flowed over me. At last, in
thankfulness, I closed my eyes and slept like a baby, for the
first time in years.

The next morning, when I awoke, still feeling God’s love
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and forgiveness, the whole world looked different somehow.
And something was even more amazing: The Presence was
still there in my cell! All that day, I walked around with a silly
grin on my face.

I decided it was going to find the old [man] who had
earlier pressed the Bible into my hands.

I didn’t even know his name. He hadn’t introduced
himself and I didn’t think to ask. I was filled with questions
about the Presence now in my life. But when I asked about
him, someone in the yard said that several older men had
been transferred to Leavenworth Penitentiary in Kansas.
Days later, I finally had to give up the search.

(source unknown)

Who knows, maybe he was an angel.

Where the Spirit of the Lord 1s, there’s liberty. And that’s why
in Salt Lake City the judge changed his mind and set him
free. Iceman 1is traveling from high schools and junior highs
giving speeches all over the country about the danger of drugs
and everything else from personal experience. He 1s making a
real impact for Jesus Christ.

God 1s still in the business of changing lives. He can indeed
soften the hardened mind and blow away the veil. Please, if as
a believer you're still acting behind the veil, you're putting
forth an adequacy because you feel you have to. Come on out.
Recognize that it is transformation by contemplation.

Father, we thank You for this beautiful passage of Scripture.
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Sometimes we feel like the ugly duckling who didn’t know that
he was a swan. We swim around with all the rest of the ducks
and we look weird. And then You begin to cause us to see
ourselves, to recognize what we really are. And then to
recognize that You're doing a transforming work in our lives
and You're beginning to make us like Your Son. Please hasten
that good work in each of our lives. Make us more and more
like the Lord Jesus. Father, we look forward to the day when
the work will be complete and we shall be like Him for we
shall see Him as He 1s. We thank You for that glorious hope
and expectation that is ours. May we be freed to allow Your
Spirit to work in each of us as we behold the glory of the Lord
in the mirror of the Word of God. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS:
Turning Tough Times into Triumph
“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage”

Study Number Six — 2 Corinthians 3:12-18 NOTES

v.12 Having therefore such a hope, we are using great boldness in
our speech,

v.13 and not even as Moses, who was putting a veil over his face
that the sons of Israel might not look intently at the end of what
was fading away.

v.14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the
reading of the old covenant the same veil is remaining unlifted,
because it is being removed in Christ.

v.15 But even today, whenever Moses is being read, a veil is laying
over their heart;

v.16 but whenever a man turns to the Lord, the veil is being taken
away.

v.17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord
1s, there is liberty.

v.18 But we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from
glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 2 Corinthians 3:12-18 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.
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2. How has Paul been affected by such a hope, according to
verse 127

3. What was happening to the glory in Moses’ face, according
to verse 137

4. What two things are said about the Jewish people in
verse 14 and how was the problem corrected?

5. Explain what Paul means in verse 15 by the phrase
“a veil 1s laying over their heart.”
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6. What happens when a man turns to the Lord, according
to verse 167

7. How can you discern the presence of the Spirit of the Lord,
according to verse 177

8. What happens to us as we behold the glory of the Lord,
according to verse 187

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

40



LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Boldness in our speech 1s a manifestation of the
Spirit-filled life.

LESSON #2: The glory of the Gospel grows and glows with
greater intensity.

LESSON #3: The Law can never give life, it can only condemn:
LESSON #4: Is your mind hardened toward the things of God?
LESSON #5: Has the veil been removed in Christ?

LESSON #6: Their minds are hardened and their hearts are
covered.

LESSON #7: Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 1s liberty.

LESSON #8: Are you beholding the glory of the Lord on a
regular basis?

LESSON #9: Are you looking at the Living Word in the
written Word?

LESSON #10: In private we behold Him, in public we speak
boldly.

41





