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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

Study Number Seven – 2 Corinthians 4:1-7 

In a book written by Bob Richards called The Heart of a 

Champion he describes some tremendous athletic 

achievements. And when we think of Paul in 2 Corinthians 

chapter 4, we think of an athlete who does not know what the 

word quit means. He will, if there is not a way, make a way. 

And this is what Bob records of a young man who had every 

reason to throw in the towel: 

(The Heart of a Champion: Inspiring True Stories of 

Challenge and Triumph by Bob Richards) 

But I have never really seen a great champion who quit 

when he was beaten; he somehow has that quality of soul that 

refuses to go down; he bounces back to an even greater victory. 

In 1948 we were in the Dyche Stadium in Chicago for the 

Olympic trials. There was a boy there who was acclaimed as 

probably the finest Olympic prospect America had, a fellow by 

the name of Harrison Dillard, a wonderful colored boy from 

Cleveland, Ohio. I happen to know Harrison personally. We 

have made a number of trips together, and have roomed 

together. I think he is one of the greatest athletes I have ever 
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met. I saw Harrison as he got down to his mark in the 110-

meter hurdles. He hadn’t been beaten in eighty-three 

consecutive races. In two and a half years no one had come 

close to him. He was the prime hurdler of the world. They got 

down to their marks—six boys; of those six, only three could 

qualify for the Olympic team. They were out there giving 

everything they had. They got set. The gun went off. Harrison 

lunged out to an early lead. He was about a yard and a half 

ahead at the first hurdle. But somehow he overstrode and hit 

the second hurdle. He practically fell down on the third and 

stumbled and draped himself over the last hurdle. 

 I’ll never forget it as long as I live. I was standing nearby 

and I saw Harry come up off that hurdle and look down the 

track. His lower jaw dropped and that cold realization of 

defeat began to creep into his face and I wondered if a fellow 

could ever feel worse. He had missed the Olympic teams, and 

an Olympic championship that was a cinch was gone because 

he couldn’t even represent the United States. Could a fellow 

ever feel worse? 

 Harrison told me afterwards that right there, at that 

hurdle, looking down the track and watching those boys go on 

to claim his berth on that team, he made one of the greatest 

decisions of his running career. That was to come back and to 

change that defeat into victory. And so, a few moments later, 

he qualified for the 110-meters. He barely made the team for 

third place by nosing out Eddie Conwell by a quarter of an 

inch. 

 They went to London. No one gave this made-over hurdler 

a chance. But when they got down on their marks in Wembley 

Stadium, one of them was a fellow who knew how to take 
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defeat. When the gun went off before 100,000 people, he 

lunged out, dug in with everything he had, hit the tape in 10.3 

to tie Jesse Owens’ Olympic record. He had won the 100-meter 

championships, an event not his own, to claim probably the 

greatest championship of his life. 

 Four years later in Helsinki I saw him run his specialty, 

the hurdles, in 13.7 to win another Olympic championship. It’s 

that sort of thing that makes a champion. They don’t quit 

when they’re beaten. They bounce back to an even more 

glorious victory. They not only do it in competition; they do it 

in life. 

pp. 75-77  

 

There’s a little phrase that occurs twice in chapter 4. It’s the 

little phrase “we are not losing heart.” In other words, we 

don’t get discouraged.  

 

And when we see that phrase occur twice, that gives us a clue 

as to what he’s talking about. Everything in the chapter has to 

do with basic adversity of life.  

 

There are things that we see in the apostle Paul that just 

blesses us because he really had some difficult times.  

 

In chapter 1 we saw him actually right on the brink of having 

his life taken as he describes how to handle the tough times. 

He’s had to face criticism from them, he’s had to handle 

disciplinary action in Corinth, he’s had to face the people who 

are eroding his ministry by trying to promote the Law rather 

than the grace of God.  
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And now in chapter 4, he faces all other kinds of external 

adversity that can bring about discouragement. And some of 

them are underscored in these seven verses and then the rest 

of them we will see in our next study in this first section. 

 

v. 1 Therefore since we are having this ministry, even 

as we were favored with mercy, we are not losing 

heart. 

 

“Therefore since we are having this ministry, even as we were 

favored with mercy, we are not losing heart.” 

 

See the word “Therefore”? That points us back to chapter 3, 

and specifically verse 18: 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

 

We all with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of 

the Lord are being transformed into the same image from 

glory to glory… 

 

Remember what the principle was in our last study?  

 

TRANSFORMATION by CONTEMPLATION. 

 

It’s a process of transformation that takes place as we 

contemplate Jesus Christ and the glories of Christ in the Word 

of God. And so he says we have been “favored” with this 

ministry. It is a favor of mercy that God gave it. It was a 
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privilege. It’s an opportunity for us. We’ve been “favored” in 

this way. 

 

In Acts 9 the Spirit of God spoke clearly that he was a chosen 

vessel. (see Acts 9:15, 16) 

 

In Galatians 1 he says the gospel he received is a gospel that 

he did not receive from man, nor was he taught it. He received 

it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. (see Galatians 1:11, 

12) 

 

And he agrees with the Psalmist who says: 

 

Psalm 75:6, 7 

 

Promotion comes neither from the east nor from the west 

Or from the south. 

God is the Judge: 

He puts down one and sets up another. 

 

We have a glorious privilege of ministry in our daily lives. 

Now Paul says we’ve been “favored” with this. This is a gift! 

And so, as a result of this he says: 

 

“we are not losing heart.” 

 

Now there’s a POSITIVE and a NEGATIVE isn’t it? 

 

POSITIVELY—“we are having this ministry.” 
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NEGATIVELY—“we are not losing heart.” 

 

There are times when life is going to be all running uphill into 

the wind, and that’s rough. Those are the times that develop 

character. And he says, in the midst of all of this adversity 

that we’re going through—and we’re just going to be shocked 

at some of the things we see in our last episode. 

 

The apostle says, “we are not losing heart.” We just keep 

going.  

 

Are we going to be thankful when you hear “Well done thou 

good and faithful servant, enter into the joys that I’ve 

prepared for you”? (ref. Matthew 25:21) 

 

Paul will not settle for anything less than “I fought a good 

fight, I finished the course, I kept the faith.” (ref. 2 Timothy 

4:7) 

 

And these are the things that keep him going. He says, “we 

are having this ministry” and it’s been granted to us as a 

“mercy,” and as a result of it “we are not losing heart.” 

 

In his book Guns of the Timberlands Louie L’Amour tells 

about the quality of a man who helped to settle the western 

part of the United States. This is what he says: 

 

(Guns of the Timberlands by Louie L’Amour) 

 

They were tall men, short men but all of them were strong 
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men with skin like saddle-leather and clear eyes that saw 

beyond today. These men who stayed were not necessarily 

wealthy men, but they were steadfast men, confident men, 

strong with an inner strength that knew no defeat…” 

(source unknown) 

 

That reminds us of the apostle Paul—just bouncing back from 

experience after experience, but just staying in there. 

 

v. 2 But we have renounced the things hidden because 

of shame, not walking around in craftiness or 

adulterating the word of God, but by the 

manifestation of truth commending ourselves to 

every man’s conscience in the sight of God.  

 

“We have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not 

walking around in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, 

but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to 

every man’s conscience in the sight of God.” 

 

Now if we took just this statement, in the process of 

transformation there are some things that just have to go in 

our lives. If in fact we contemplate Him and the Word of God, 

that contemplation leads to transformation, but that 

transformation means there’s surgery going on in the heart 

and there’s some things we cut out of it. 

 

And we see THREE THINGS here that he describes from a 

NEGATIVE point of view: 
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1. First of all he says, “we have renounced the things hidden 

because of shame.” 

 

What’s that mean? To “renounce”? Well it means a decision 

has to be made. A nerve has to be cut. A sin has to be put 

away with. A deliberate action has to be taken to get rid of 

this. There are some things in our lives that we just have to 

say no to. 

 

“Daniel purposed in his heart…” (ref. Daniel 1:8) 

 

In other words, it’s CONVICTION in the place of 

COMPROMISE. And we make a decision about that. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:27 

 

I treat my body roughly and I make it serve me … 

 

In order to become a godly person and to be useful to God, 

there are times when we must “renounce” things in our life. 

 

Nehemiah said: “So did not I…” (ref. Nehemiah 5:15) “I cut 

that out.” 

 

Now, what do we cut out?  

 

1. “the things that are hidden because of shame,” 

 

In other words, if people knew it they’d be ashamed. And so 

we cut those things out of our life. 
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Smoking maybe, huh? Drinking? Drugs? Critical spirit? 

Profanity? We get angry and like a skunk we spray the 

environment with all kinds of unpleasant fragrance. Or 

temper—just anger. Things that would embarrass us if people 

knew that we’re like that. 

 

And Paul says we can’t afford to keep those in our lives. We 

have to cut them out. 

 

What the apostle says is we have to cut some of these things 

out. For us it was wrong, and so we “renounced” those things. 

And Paul doesn’t want us to think it’s easy. 

 

In Galatians 5:17 he says: 

 

Galatians 5:17 

 

The flesh wars against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 

flesh… 

 

In Romans 7 he says: 

 

Romans 7:15 

 

The good that I would do, I don’t do; and that which I would 

not, I do. 

 

He’s honest—he’s transparent! But he says we’re not going to 

let certain things take over in our lives so we renounce it. We 
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cut it out. It is not edifying. It doesn’t build us up, and it’s not 

right. 

 

Now the second one is: 

 

2. “not walking around in craftiness” 

 

What does it mean to be “walking around in craftiness”? Well 

it could mean TWO THINGS: 

 

1. In our personal life it can mean that we’re crafty with 

others. In other words, our life can’t bear close scrutiny so we 

have to watch our Ps and Qs. We’re kind of an actor in public. 

 

2. But another way that we can think of “craftiness” is to 

think of ways to manipulate other people for our own benefit. 

For instance, telling emotional stories so people will cry and 

want to respond or beg for funds for big projects and get 

people obligated. That’s using “craftiness” as a skill to 

accomplish some purpose that we have, or some ulterior 

motive. 

 

So first of all, we see COMPROMISE when it comes to 

renouncing something. And we see “CRAFTINESS” in the 

CONDUCT.  

 

And then thirdly we see: 

 

3. CONFUSION—“or adulterating the word of God.” 

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



11 

 

Now what does that mean? That means we take a verse out of 

context to find an excuse for our behavior. Or for instance, we 

could put it this way—we not only take a verse out of context, 

we avoid certain parts of the Bible because it speaks of 

judgment about something we’re doing. Or we rationalize 

away certain passages in the Bible and say that doesn’t apply 

to us.  

 

And when we look at that, some people by their lifestyle have 

a pretty skinny Bible. There just isn’t much left. And they 

only read just certain parts of it because they can’t be 

comfortable in the other parts because they haven’t done the 

other things. They haven’t “renounced” and they’re crafty, and 

so on top of that, adulterating the word of God. 

 

And we find people like that all the time. They’ll find just one 

track of the Bible that they can get on and they’ll stay on that 

because they can be comfortable. Maybe it’s prophecy. Maybe 

it’s healings or miracles or something like that, because that 

doesn’t have anything to do with the personal life. They can 

preach prophecy all the time without talking about personal 

things. Or they can preach their nose into the ground on 

miracles and healings and all that stuff and feel very 

comfortable because they’re preaching to the sinner. They can 

cover their own life.  

 

But when we come to this sort of thing and we declare the 

whole counsel of God, and we land anywhere, Paul says, “We 

don’t do that. We don’t adulterate the word of God and 

manipulate it for our own purposes.” 
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Remember in 2 Corinthians 2:17 he says: 

 

2 Corinthians 2:17 

 

We’re not like the many who are peddling the word of God… 

 

We’re not peddlers who run around and compromise or in 

craftiness or in confusion, we’re not trying to change things 

and make it for our own personal advantage. 

 

The apostle Paul is describing the very thing that takes the 

life out of every believer. It’s the thing that destroys 

effectiveness. It’s the things that the evil one uses to render us 

totally ineffective. And when we get into this kind of position, 

we get discouraged, we get defeated, and he’s whipped us. 

 

Author Annie Dillard is a naturalist, but she is a creationist, 

and she writes fabulously. She really is a very, very sensitive 

and observant person. And she described one of her 

experiences down literally on Tinker Creek where she lives. 

Here is a perfect illustration for 2 Corinthians 4:2, so listen to 

her little story: 

 

(Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard) 

 

 A couple of summers ago I was walking along the edge of 

the island to see what I could see in the water, and mainly to 

scare [the] frogs. Frogs have an inelegant way of taking off 

from the invisible positions on the bank just ahead of your 
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feet, in dire panic, emitting [that] froggy “Yike!” and splashing 

into the water. Incredibly, this amused me, and, incredibly, it 

amuses me still. As I walked along the grassy edge of the 

island, I got better and better at seeing frogs both in and out 

of the water. I learned to recognize, slowing down, the 

difference in texture of the light reflected from mudbank, 

water, grass, or frog. Frogs were flying all around me. At the 

end of the island I noticed a small green frog. He was exactly 

half in and half out of the water, looking like a schematic 

diagram of an amphibian, and he didn’t jump. 

 He didn’t jump; I crept closer. At last I knelt on the 

island’s winterkilled grass, lost, dumbstruck, staring at the 

frog in the creek just four feet away. He was a very small frog 

with wide, dull eyes. And just as I looked at him, he slowly 

crumpled and begin to sag. The spirit vanished from his eyes 

as if snuffed. His skin emptied and droop, his very skull 

seemed to collapse and settle like a kicked tent. He was 

shrinking before my eyes like a deflating football. I watched 

the taut, glistening skin of his shoulders ruck, and rumple, 

and fall. Soon, part of his skin, formless as a pricked balloon, 

lay in floating folds like bright scum on top of the water: it 

was a monstrous and terrifying thing. I gaped bewildered, 

[and] appalled. An oval shadow hung on the water behind the 

drained frog; then the shadow glided away. The frog skin bag 

started to sink. 

 I had read about the giant water bug, but [I had] never 

seen one. “Giant water bug” is really the name of the creature, 

which is an enormous, heavy-bodied brown beetle. It eats 

insects, tadpoles, fish, and frogs. Its grasping forelegs are 

mighty and hooked inward. It seizes a victim with these legs, 
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hugs it tight, and paralyzes it with enzyme injected during a 

vicious bite. That one bite is the only bite it ever takes. 

Through the puncture shoot the poisons that dissolve the 

victim’s muscles and bones and organs—all but the skin—and 

through it the giant water bug sucks out the victim’s body, 

reduced to a juice. This event is quite common in warm fresh 

water. The frog I saw was being sucked by a giant water bug. I 

had been kneeling on the island grass; when the 

unrecognizable flap of frog skin settled on the creek bottom, 

swaying, I stood up and brushed the knees of my pants. I 

couldn’t catch my breath. 

pp. 5-6 

 

That’s what happens. That is when he can catch us with these 

things. And he can continue to literally suck the life out of us 

as he accomplishes his purpose. We get discouraged—we get 

defeated and we’re ineffective. 

 

Paul says, “as I contemplate the Person of Christ and I’m 

changed into His image, there are things that happen to me”: 

 

1. “[I] renounce the things hidden because of shame,” 

 

2.  “[I’m] not walking around in craftiness,” and 

 

3.  “[I’m not] adulterating the word of God.” 

 

“but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to 

every man’s conscience in the sight of God.” 
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How does he “manifest truth”? By the words that he says and 

by his life, doesn’t he? Those things together. We talked about 

the FRAGRANCE in chapter 2. They are the things that 

“commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of 

God.” How do we do that? 

 

When somebody looks at us and our lives, they’re pricked in 

their conscience by what they see. It is the most fascinating 

thing to see God begin to use us in that way. And here this 

very thing happened to the apostle Paul in Acts 24. 

 

Felix and Drusilla wanted to talk to Paul one night over 

dinner and they did. We read this: 

 

Acts 24:24, 25 

 

But some days later, Felix and Drusilla, his wife who was a 

Jewess, sent for Paul, and they heard him speak about faith in 

Christ Jesus. And as he was discussing righteousness, self-

control and the judgment to come, Felix became frightened 

and said, “Go away for the present, and when I find time, I 

will summon you.” 

 

The conscience was pricked simply by the fact that Paul began 

to share the things that were needs in Felix and Drusilla’s life. 

And so they’re saying, “Hey, go away! I can’t stand it!” He was 

being commended to their conscience. 

 

v. 3 And even if our gospel is covered, it is covered to 

those who are perishing,  
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“And even if our gospel is covered, it is covered to those who 

are perishing,” 

 

Now in our last study we had “minds that were hardened” and 

we had “hearts that were covered.” In this passage we have a 

“gospel [that] is covered.” Now we can use that same word—

that’s exactly the same word that was used in our previous 

study for veil.  

 

We could say, “even if our gospel is veiled, it is covered to 

those who are perishing.” 

 

Now why does Paul get discouraged? Sometimes in the 

ministry we get very discouraged because nobody responds. 

And we have to keep on being faithful. And maybe we feel like 

that. Maybe somebody’s put us on a real guilt trip because 

we’ve not led anybody to Christ and we just feel horrible, and 

we feel really discouraged. “Poor me, I’ve never had a person 

come to know Christ. If I died tonight and went to heaven, 

nobody would be going with me.” And so we feel really horrible 

inside. 

 

We do feel that way and we get discouraged. But the focus is 

in the wrong place. We only have one responsibility, and Paul 

makes that clear.  

 

Our responsibility is to tell the Gospel, not to determine the 

response. That’s left in God’s hands. We are to be 

communicators of the truth by our WORDS and our 
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WORKS—by our LIVES and our LIPS. And then out of that, 

the response to that is God’s business.  

 

He says, “if our gospel is covered, it is covered to those who are 

perishing.” 

 

Now who are those “who are perishing”?  

 

Remember back in chapter 2, as that fragrance came forth: 

 

2 Corinthians 2:15 

 

… it came forth as a fragrance of Christ among those who are 

being saved and among those who are perishing. 

 

That’s: 

 

John 3:16 

 

God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son—

[Why did He do that?]—that whoever believes in Him should 

not perish but have everlasting life. 

 

2 Peter 3:9 

 

The Lord is not willing that any should perish but that all 

should come to repentance. 

 

We cannot nullify the power of the Gospel simply by rejecting 

it. And in this situation, he’s saying the fault is not with the 
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message, the fault is with those who reject it and “are 

perishing.”  

 

And he goes on to describe the culprit in verse 4. 

 

v. 4 in whose case the god of this world blinded the 

minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see 

the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is 

the image of God.  

 

 “in whose case”—that is, in the case of the perishing—“the 

god of this world”—who’s that? Satan is the god of this world. 

And what has he done? 

 

He has “blinded the minds of the unbelieving,” 

 

Their minds are “blinded” by the evil one so they don’t believe! 

 

“in order that they might not see the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

 

Alright, in our last study, what’d we have? We had “hardened 

minds.” What do we have in this passage? We’ve got “blinded 

minds.”  

 

We need to ask ourselves the question: 

 

Now, how do we get into the condition of a “blinded mind”? 

How does Satan do that? We have FIVE ANSWERS: 
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1. Never thinking of death or one’s own MORTALITY. The 

evil one will really work on us in that.  

 

2. Secondly, unwilling to acknowledge one’s SINFULNESS.  

 

“I’m really not as bad as so-and-so!” 

 

“And you know, really, I’m pretty good!” 

 

3. And then thirdly, living only for the HERE AND NOW—

like this is all there is so grab for all we can get because we 

only go around once in life.  

 

4. Consumed with the challenges and stresses of LIVING. 

 

The evil one just loves to hurry us and to get us so busy we 

don’t have time for God.  

 

And then the last one is: 

 

5. The denial of ACCOUNTABILITY in the hereafter. 

 

The denial of accountability in the hereafter—oh that’s so 

dumb to think we’re going to be held accountable for the life 

we live in the hereafter, if there is a hereafter! And basically 

that was the “God is dead” theology when it was declared, 

because it frees one from the moral responsibility of being held 

accountable to somebody. And so Satan has a field day. 

 

Now why does he blind minds? So he can get people ready for 
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outer darkness, because that’s going to be their ultimate 

destiny. 

 

There’s a graphic verse in Isaiah 44:18 that perfectly describes 

what we have here in verse 4. 

 

Isaiah 44:18 

 

They know nothing, they understand nothing; their eyes are 

plastered over so they cannot see, and their minds closed so 

that they cannot understand. 

 

And when we look at that, people are perishing. Why? 

 

They don’t believe. Why don’t they believe? 

 

Their minds have been “blinded” by the “god of this world.” 

They’ve been brainwashed by Satan.  

 

And how do they manifest that? With a big sign on them: 

 

“I DON’T NEED ANY HELP!” 

 

Or if we want to put it in classical poetry, William Henley’s 

famous “Invictus” describes it perfectly: 

 

It matters not how strait the gate, 

How charged with punishment the scroll, 

I am the master of my fate: 

I am the captain of my soul. 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



21 

 

(source unknown) 

 

Now that’s the picture of the blinded mind. 

 

Adam and Eve fell for that in the Garden of Eden. Grant 

Howard says of them: 

 

(Creativity in Preaching by J. Grant Howard) 

 

 [They] went on their merry way, creatively enjoying Eden 

and each other; carefully keeping the rules set up by their 

Creator. Then it happened. Seductively challenged by Satan to 

think incorrectly and to act disobediently, they wavered 

precipitously on the thin edge of decision and finally plunged 

headlong into the disastrous choice to pit their human wills 

against the will of their sovereign Creator. They sinned, and 

from that point on the world has been occupied by fallen, 

sinful human beings. 

 We know from Scripture and from experience that the 

Fall and the curse that followed profoundly affected man’s 

mind. He can still think, but he can’t always think correctly. 

Adam’s mind began to malfunction immediately. He lost the 

proper perspective of nakedness. He tried to hide from God. 

He was slow to confess his active part in the forbidden 

indulgence. He tried to put the blame on his partner, Eve. His 

sons inherited this flawed thinking process, so much so that 

Cain came to the erroneous conclusion that the best way to 

solve a sibling squabble was to commit murder. 

 Within a few generations man’s mind had deteriorated to 

the point where “every inclination of the thoughts of his heart 
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was only evil [continually]. Except for Noah’s faithful 

remnant, the flood drowned out all of this bizarre thinking, 

yet before things hardly had time to dry out, God, knowing 

man’s belligerent bent, instituted capital punishment (Gen. 

9:5-6). 

 The world, the flesh and the devil continue to conspire to 

keep fallen people thinking half a bubble off plumb, at the 

very [best]. A classic analysis of man’s cerebral corruption is 

contained in Ephesians 4:17-19: 

 

You must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of 

their thinking. They are darkened in their understanding and 

separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is 

due to the hardening of their hearts. Having lost all 

sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so 

as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust 

for more. 

pp. 22-23  

 

“in whose case the god of this world blinded the minds of the 

unbelieving,”—WHY?—“in order that they might not see the 

light of the gospel of … Christ, who is the image of God.” 

 

Now what does light do? Light illuminates, doesn’t it? Light 

gives us insight. Light gives us instruction.  

 

Psalm 119:130 

 

The entrance of your words gives light; 

It gives understand to the simple. 
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Psalm 119:105 

 

Your word is a lamp unto my feet, 

And a light unto my path. 

 

There are a whole host of verses on light. Here are a few: 

 

John 3:19-21 

 

This is the judgment, light has come into the world, and men 

loved darkness rather than light … 

 

John 8:12 

 

… “I am the light of the world …” 

 

1 John 1:5-7 

 

… God is light, and in Him there is no darkness ... 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

 

We behold the glory of the Lord … 

 

Ephesians 5:14 

 

… “Awake, sleeper,  

And arise from the dead, 

And Christ will shine upon you.” 
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“they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God.” 

 

Robert Schuller in his book The Be (Happy) Attitudes quoted 

Tom Landry and Chuck Colson. And in the book he describes 

their salvation experience and he tells about Tom Landry 

going to a Bible study and discovering the joy of a personal 

relationship with Christ. And then he describes the testimony 

of Chuck Colson and he ends it this way: 

 

(The Be (Happy) Attitudes by Robert Schuller) 

 

 “I’ve been so close to those in the highest offices in the 

world,” he continues. “I’ve been in palaces; I’ve preached in 

great cathedrals around the globe but the greatest joy and 

fulfillment I’ve had is to be in prison on a grimy concrete floor 

with a burly convict who, in a flood of tears, gives his life to 

Jesus [Christ].” 

pp. 109  

 

And of course, God has magnificently used this man in an 

international ministry now, touching thousands and 

thousands of prisoners with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

v. 5 For we are not preaching ourselves but Christ 

Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bondservants 

for Jesus’ sake.  

 

“For we are not preaching ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, 
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and ourselves as your bondservants for Jesus’ sake.” 

 

“We’re not preaching ourselves to you! We’re preaching Jesus 

Christ! And we’re serving you sacrificially.” 

 

That’s the way we earn the right to be heard. We’re good 

servants. And as a result of being good servants, ministering 

to people’s needs, we get a chance to proclaim Christ to them. 

 

Here’s Paul Billheimer’s contrast between Alexander the 

Great and Jesus Christ: 

 

(Adventure in Adversity by Paul E. Billheimer) 

 

Jesus and Alexander [both] died at thirty-three. 

One lived and died for self; One died for you and me. 

The Greek died on a throne; the Jew died on a cross; 

One’s life a triumph seemed; the other but a loss. 

One led vast armies forth; the other walked alone; 

One shed a whole world’s blood; the other gave His own. 

One won the world in life and lost it all in death; The other 

lost His life to win the whole world’s faith. … 

pp. 29-30 

 

That’s a picture of Jesus Christ. 

 

Tim Hansel describes what it means to really be a servant and 

he quotes from Philip C. Brewer. This is called the “Paradoxes 

of a Man of God”: 
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(Holy Sweat by Tim Hansel) 

 

Strong enough to be weak; 

Successful enough to fail; 

Busy enough to take time; 

Wise enough to say, “I don’t know”; 

Serious enough to laugh; 

Rich enough to be poor; 

Right enough to say, “I’m wrong”; 

Compassionate enough to discipline; 

Conservative enough to give freely; 

Mature enough to be childlike; 

Righteous enough to be a sinner; 

Important enough to be last; 

Courageous enough to fear God; 

Planned enough to be spontaneous; 

Controlled enough to be flexible; 

Free enough to endure captivity; 

Knowledgeable enough to ask questions; 

Loving enough to be angry; 

Great enough to be anonymous; 

Responsible enough to play; 

Assured enough to be rejected; 

Stable enough to cry; 

Victorious enough to lose; 

Industrious enough to relax; 

Leading enough to serve. 

      —Philip C. Brewer 

pp. 156-57  
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So “we are not preaching ourselves,” we’re not flaunting us! 

We’re preaching Jesus Christ and we are servants “for Jesus’ 

sake.” 

 

There are 37 PASSAGES in the New Testament, at the last 

count, that tell us what we’re supposed to do for one another. 

And that’s the way we serve one another. It’s our job 

description. 

 

1. We’re to wash one another’s feet. 

2. We’re to love one another. 

3. We’re to be devoted to one another in brotherly love. 

4. We’re to give preference to one another. 

5. We’re to be of the same mind toward one another. 

6. We’re to pursue the building up of one another. 

7. Accept one another. 

8. Greet one another. 

9. Wait for one another. 

10. Care for one another. 

11. Serve one another. 

12. Bear one another’s burdens. 

13. Be kind to one another. 

14. Forgive one another. 

15. Speak to one another. 

 

And on and on you go! It’s a big list of the ways we’re 

supposed to be constructively involved in serving one another. 

 

v. 6 For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of 

darkness,” is the One who shined in our hearts to 
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give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 

in the face of Christ.  

 

“For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the 

One who shined in our hearts to give the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.” 

 

And there we are right back, beholding as in a mirror the 

glory of the Lord. We are being transformed in the self-same 

image. 

 

He’s the one that said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” 

isn’t he?  

 

Genesis 1:3-5 

 

God said, “Let there be light, and there was light. … 

 

Did Paul ever see light? On the Damascus Road he saw a 

great light that literally blinded him. (see Acts 9:3-5) 

 

And he gave us light in the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ. And our last verse is a special one. 

 

v. 7 But we are having this treasure in earthenware 

vessels, in order that the extraordinary [quality of 

the] power may be of God and not from ourselves.  

 

“But we are having this treasure”—this LIGHT. 
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“this treasure in earthenware vessels,” 

 

One Greek writer translates that “cracked pots.” We have this 

treasure in cracked pots. 

 

He probably has the story of Gideon in his mind. Gideon has 

the pitcher and the torch and the trumpet when the face the 

120,000 or 130,000 Mideonites down in the valley. Remember 

they had to break the pitcher so the light shines out and then 

they say, “For the sword of the Lord and Gideon!” and blow 

their horns and the battle was going to be theirs. (see Judges 

7:19-20) 

 

“We have this treasure in earthen vessels,” 

 

Way back in verse 1 it was “We are having this ministry” isn’t 

it? Now “we are having this treasure.” 

 

Our ministry is this treasure. Our ministry is Jesus Christ. 

We preach Him, not ourselves! He’s the One we proclaim. 

 

Colossians 2:3 

 

In Him I’ve hidden all the treasure… 

 

Matthew 6:19-21 

 

… where you treasure is, of course, there is where your heart 

will be also. 
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Hebrews 11:24-26 

 

By faith Moses chose rather to suffer affliction with the people 

of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season … 

 

“we are having this treasure in earthenware vessels,” 

 

What has to be true of an “earthenware vessel” for it to be 

useful?  

 

1. It has to be CLEAN. 

 

2. It has to be EMPTY—right? 

 

3. It has to be AVAILABLE. 

 

And those are the three things that have to be true of us 

before God’s going to use us. Clean, empty and available. 

 

And then, why do we have a vessel? A vessel is designed to 

hold something. And we are empty until Jesus, the Treasure, 

comes to dwell in us. And our humanity was designed to be 

filled up by Him. 

 

“in order that the extraordinary power may be of God and not 

from ourselves.” 

 

We’re ready for anything through the strength of the One who 

indwells us. 
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2 Corinthians 12:9 

 

He said, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my strength is 

made perfect in your weakness.” … 

 

Elizabeth Elliot has had her share of tragedy in her life. She is 

at last count, had three husbands die. Her first was a 

martyred Jim Elliot in 1956 as a group of five missionaries 

were trying to contact the Auca Indians. And she wrote this: 

 

 We resist sentimentality. We know that it distorts our 

vision, and it weakens our purpose…Time changes things we 

do not want changed. Death puts an end to our love, decays 

our dreams. We almost lift our hands in an involuntary 

gesture to stop them, hold them back. But we drop them 

again, knowing our impotence. 

(source unknown) 

 

Paul says, “Nothing’s going to get to us! Nothing’s going to 

stop us! We’re going to keep going! Even though our Gospel’s 

covered to those who are perishing and Satan is blinding the 

minds of the unbelieving, we’re going to hang in there. We’re 

going to keep going. We’ve got “this treasure in an 

earthenware vessel,” that glory might be of God. And the 

power might be in Him and not of us. 

 

Now what are the lessons we got out of that?  

 

Lesson #1: Ministry is a gift granted in mercy. 
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Thank God we have the opportunity to serve Him. 

 

Lesson #2: Remembering that we have been given a special 

ministry keeps us from discouragement. 

 

We have something special that God wants us to do and that 

can keep us from discouragement. 

 

Lesson #3: It is our responsibility to proclaim and the Father’s 

to produce. 

 

Just remember that. We’re not responsible for the fruit. “You 

are to set apart Christ as Lord and be ready to give an answer 

to every man who asks you a reason.” (1 Peter 3:15) 

 

Be ready. It is ours to proclaim, His to produce. 

 

Lesson #4: Satan is in the business of blinding the minds of 

the unbelieving. 

 

Lesson #5: You cannot nullify the power of the Gospel by 

rejecting it. 

 

Lesson #6: Proclaiming Christ and serving others is our 

ministry. 

 

That’s what he says in verse 6. 

 

Lesson #7: Christ is the treasure indwelling the earthenware 

jar. 
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Lesson #8: The power for performance comes from God. 

 

Let’s ask ourselves some questions: 

 

1. Are we living in compromise, at this time right now—has 

the Spirit of God put His finger on something? And we know 

that’s hidden because of shame and it needs to be renounced. 

Are we living in compromise? 

 

2. Are we walking in craftiness? Trying to FAKE IT IN THE 

FLESH—simply living outside the bounds of the Spirit. 

 

3. Are we Mr. Confusion, adulterating the Word of God by 

neglecting certain portions because it makes us feel bad?  

 

Psalm 27:1 

 

The Lord is my light and my salvation— 

 whom shall I fear? … 

 

Revelation 22:5 

 

And there shall no longer be any night; and they shall have no 

need of the light of the lamp nor the light of the sun, because 

the Lord God shall illumine them; and they shall reign forever 

and forever. 

 

Where does this message find us, as a Christian? And we’re 

just saying, “I really want to be a good finisher. I really want 
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to do it right. I am discouraged. Can you help me?”  

 

Yes—there are THREE Ds that have to become true: 

 

1. The D of DISCIPLINE—we have to make some decisions 

about personal areas of our life.  

 

2. The D of DESIRE. 

 

Paul, when he’s writing to the Hebrews, says, “we must lay 

aside every weight” (Hebrews 12:1 and 2) “and the sins we’ve 

so entangled our feet and run with patience, have a desire to 

finish the race that is set before us. 

 

3. The D of DETERMINATION. 

 

Isaiah 50:7 

 

… I set my face like a flint, 

and I know I will not be put to shame. 

 

We want to hear it, so don’t quit. Keep going and we’ll be able 

to say, “I fought a good fight, I finished the course, I kept the 

faith.” (ref. 2 Timothy 4:7) 

 

Father, thank You for this beautiful passage in these seven 

verses. Lord, we must confess that a lot of times we get 

discouraged. We really need to talk to You and then talk to 

ourselves about our discouragement. Help us to be faithful 

proclaimers of Your truth, not held responsible for the 
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response. We love You and may Your Spirit cause ministry to 

take place in each heart because we’ve had this time to study 

and share with one another. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

 

Study Number Seven – 2 Corinthians 4:1-7  NOTES 

 
v. 1 Therefore since we are having this ministry, even as we were 

favored with mercy, we are not losing heart. 

v. 2 But we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, 

not walking around in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, 

but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every 

man’s conscience in the sight of God. 

v. 3 And even if our gospel is covered, it is covered to those who are 

perishing, 

v. 4 in whose case the god of this world blinded the minds of the 

unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

v. 5 For we are not preaching ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, 

and ourselves as your bondservants for Jesus’ sake. 

v. 6 For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the 

One who shined in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

v. 7 But we are having this treasure in earthenware vessels, in 

order that the extraordinary [quality of the] power may be of God 

and not from ourselves. 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 2 Corinthians 4:1-7 and in your own words pull out 

the main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What does the phrase “we are not losing heart” mean in 

verse 1? 

 

 

 

 

3. What three things is Paul not doing, according to verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is Paul doing, according to verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is Satan doing to the minds of the unbelieving and 

why, according to verse 4? 
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6. State Paul’s content for his message and conduct toward the 

Corinthians, according to verse 5. 

 

 

 

 

7. What has God done, according to verse 6? 

 

 

 

 

8. How does Paul describe himself, according to verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Ministry is a gift granted in mercy. 

 

LESSON #2: Remembering that we have been given this 

special ministry keeps us from discouragement. 

 

LESSON #3: It is our responsibility to proclaim and the 

Father’s to produce. 

 

LESSON #4: Satan is in the business of binding the minds of 

the unbelieving. 

 

LESSON #5: You cannot nullify the power of the Gospel by 

rejecting it. 

 

LESSON #6: Proclaiming Christ and serving others is our 

ministry. 

 

LESSON #7: Christ is the treasure indwelling the 

earthenware jar. 

 

LESSON #8: The power for performance comes from God. 
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