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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

Study Number Eight – 2 Corinthians 4:8-18 

Lewis B. Smedes in his book Forgive & Forget raises the 

questions: when bad things happen in our lives, do we actually 

have to forgive God? And do we have to go through the process 

of forgiving God? 

This is what he says: 

(Forgive & Forget by Lewis B. Smedes) 

But sometimes we suffer a lot for no good reason, while 

folks of smaller virtue get along fine. One woman prays for ten 

years to have a child and never gets one; a teenage girl 

playing around with sex skips off to an abortion clinic to get 

rid of what that woman wants more than anything else in [the 

world]. One man obeys all the rules of good health and dies of 

a brain tumor at thirty-five; his friend smokes and drinks and 

grows a massive potbelly and lives to be eighty-five. A little 

help from God would have come in handy. 

p. 83

And then he describes the tragedy in his life when his child 
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died: 

 

(Forgive & Forget by Lewis B. Smedes) 

 

 But we healed ourselves more quickly than we thought we 

could. I wasn’t aware of it then, but I know now that what we 

did for healing was something like forgiving God. … 

 I knew that I could not feel this goodness and also think 

that God took my child away. I knew my mind would forever 

say “I don’t know” when my heart asked why little babies die. 

I heard my heart tell me that God was with us, “dying” a little 

along with our baby. 

 I understand no more today than I did then about how 

God was involved within the crazy game Doris and I had to 

play that March night. But I am sure that I shall never throw 

it up to him or remind him of the time he let us down. 

 Did I forgive God? In a way I suppose I did. 

p. 91 

 

When we look at circumstances that come into our lives, there 

are things that are totally irrational. They’re unexplainable, 

they seem unfair, and as a result we tend to form wrong 

conclusions with regard to those events. 

 

We need to see them in light of the total picture. It is 

possible—very possible—to misinterpret events. And it’s 

possible also to assume that God is doing something which He 

is not doing.  

 

Gordon and Gail MacDonald wrote about the guy who was 
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being pursued by a lion and he could feel the hot breath of the 

lion on his neck. And he prayed in desperation: 

 

(If Those Who Reach Could Touch by Gail and Gordon 

MacDonald) 

 

… “O Lord, please make this lion a Christian.” 

 Within seconds the fleeing man stopped and he looked 

behind him, and he found the lion was kneeling and his lips 

were moving, he was obviously praying. Greatly relieved at 

this turn of events, he was desirous to join the lion in 

meditation and as he approached the beast, he heard begin to 

pray, “Bless, O Lord, this food for which we are exceedingly 

grateful.” 

p. 79, paraphrased  

 

And there is a tendency many times when things look like 

that, that everything is getting better and it’s going to be 

alright. 

 

We are going to focus on a passage of scripture that answers 

some of these real hard questions.  

 

Dr. Viktor Frankl is a Jewish man who  wrote a book called 

Search for Meaning. He was in the German concentration 

camp. And while he was there his mother, his wife and his 

children were all killed by the Nazis and he was left alone. In 

the camp he was stripped naked and the Nazis noticed he still 

had his wedding ring on and they took that from him. Frankl 

said: 
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(Man’s Search for Meaning by Dr. Viktor Frankl) 

 

… “You can take away my wife, you can take away my 

children, you can strip me of my clothes and my freedom, but 

there is one thing no person can ever take from me—and that 

is my freedom to choose how I will react to what happens to 

me!” 

p. 199 

 

And that’s the apostle Paul. We need to put these things 

together.  

 

In chapter 1—How do we handle the tough times? 

 

In the latter part of chapter 1 and the first part of chapter 2—

How do we handle criticism when people are really picking on 

us? 

 

And then the latter part of chapter 2 we talked about 

discipline and when discipline is enough and when we turn 

and forgive. 

 

And then we discussed the agony of defeat and the glory of 

victory in the rest of chapter 2. 

 

In chapter 3 Paul was being hounded by the people who were 

using the Mosaic Law in addition to the grace of God. And we 

saw that it was fading. It was a glory that was fading and the 

grace of God only grows with greater intensity.  
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And then our principle at the end of chapter 3 was 

transformation by contemplation. As we behold Him, He 

begins to change us. 

 

Now that beholding involves everything that takes place in 

chapter 4. The apostle wants us to understand that when we 

get to chapter 4, events are going to happen as God begins to 

change our life in ways that we aren’t going to like.  

 

He uses a little phrase twice in chapter 4. 

 

In verse 1 he says, “we are having this ministry, therefore we 

are not losing heart.” That was the first time that phrase 

occurred. 

 

In this passage we’re going to see it occur again in verse 16: 

“we are not losing heart.”  

 

But as we pick up at verse 8, we’re going to see that the 

apostle has just finished saying, “we have this treasure in 

earthenware jars…that the power may be of God and not of 

us.” The glory, Christ, the treasure is in our bodies in this jar 

and glory is His. 

 

But in the process, there are going to be some things that are 

going to come at us that are hard. Now verses 8 and 9 go 

together as we open the study.  

 

There are EIGHT PRESENT PASSIVE PARTICIPLES. How 
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about that? We’re going to talk about participles. We’re going 

to talk about tense here.  

 

It’s PRESENT PASSIVE—now what does that mean? Well it 

means that it is happening right now, it’s been happening, it’s 

going to continue to happen. It’s the PRESENT 

EXPERIENCE. 

 

When we translate present tense in the Greek, we always 

translate it just like it’s happening. Just like, “I am speaking 

to you”—present tense.  

 

But it is PRESENT PASSIVE, so that would mean we’re being 

spoken to, or the event is happening to us. We are a passive 

recipient of something that’s happening to us right now. Get 

the picture? So it’s a present passive participle. 

 

And he uses eight of them in these two verses. And he uses 

another one of our principles—the POSITIVE and the 

NEGATIVE. He says, “We are this, but not this” FOUR 

TIMES—eight participles. 

 

Now to explain these two verses, we can say this: 

 

We are BEHOLDING Him and He is MOLDING us. 

 

And part of the molding is what’s going on in these two verses. 

Yes, we know we are beholding Him in the mirror of the Word 

of God. We are beholding Him, He is molding us. 
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Now when we get to these verses, Paul is: 

 

PRESSED, 

 

PERPLEXED, and 

 

PERSECUTED. 

 

He is some kind of a man who is really, really hurting. And 

the eight words describe these external circumstances that are 

coming to pass on him. 

 

Now with that, let’s look at them one at a time real quick. 

 

v. 8 We are being hard pressed in every way, but we are 

not being crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 

 

1.  “We are being hard pressed in every way,”—that is the 

Greek word thlibó.  

 

That’s the word that we use for “tribulation” in the Bible. 

When we tribulate and we have all kinds of trouble coming 

into our life, that’s the word that is used. 

 

The Greek word means “to press.” It means “to squash.” It 

means “to rub,” like when we get a blister on our heel or we 

get a blister on our hands when raking leaves. It means “to 

hem in.” It means to be distressed by suffering and someone’s 

scheming. 
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We can translate it this way—to be “pressed by pressure.” 

 

It is pressure that literally flattens us. 

 

Back in chapter 1 we read this: 

 

2 Corinthians 1:6 

 

If we are being hard pressed by reason of affliction, it is for 

your comfort and salvation; 

 

The principle here is, if we can’t stand the heat, get out of the 

kitchen. Because God is going to use pressed circumstances to 

mold us into the image that we are to reflect. 

 

Chapter 7 we read: 

 

2 Corinthians 7:5 

 

For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, 

we were being afflicted on every side: conflicts without and 

fears within. 

 

Is the picture described. It’s the same kind of a word. 

 

Now notice one thing more about that phrase: 

 

“We are being hard pressed”—WHAT?—“in every way.” 

 

What can we say about that? It’s hitting us from every 
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direction Paul’s saying. It’s not just pressure from one source. 

We’re getting it from all four sides. It’s rough getting us all 

around! 

 

God is using stressful times to develop character. He’s using 

those times to work in our lives those things that He couldn’t 

work in any other way. 

 

Paul says: 

 

“We are pressed on every side, or in every way.” 

 

Look at the next word. It’s stenochoreo and we’ve translated it: 

 

“but we are not being crushed;” 

 

That’s in layman’s terminology. We’re catching it from every 

direction but it isn’t cramping our style. And that’s really the 

picture. 

 

The word means “to crowd” or “to clamp” or “to confine.” It’s 

the word used in chapter 6: 

 

2 Corinthians 6:12 

 

You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your 

own affections. 

 

Now the next word is: 
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“perplexed, but not despairing”—the third participle. 

 

We are “perplexed.”  

 

Now what does that mean? That’s a word that means “to be at 

a loss.” It means “to be uncertain.” It means “to be in doubt.”  

 

Ever had anything happen where we had to say, “Why did this 

happen? I am at a loss to understand Father, why this had to 

be part of my curriculum!” 

 

Are we at a point where we can’t see any goodness in these 

circumstances? And we certainly can’t see any good outcome 

ever coming from it. 

 

That is in essence what the word “perplexed” means. Paul 

says, “I’ve been there! I’ve been at a loss!” 

 

But then the next word is an intensification of that. It’s 

putting a word in front of it that intensifies that being 

“perplexed,” and it’s translated “in doubt or despair.” 

 

We are at a loss, but we’re not in doubt or in despair. We could 

say this: 

 

“We’re confused but we’re not calling it quits! We’re not 

willing to decide that we’re through.”  

 

In other words, we’re still going to stay with it. 
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That’s verse 8. Now look at verse 9 because there are four 

more.  

 

v. 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 

destroyed, 

 

“persecuted,”—which means “to press” or “to run after, to 

pursue.”  

 

That’s Matthew 5 in the Sermon on the Mount: 

 

Matthew 5:10 

 

Blessed are you when you’re persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake.  

 

“but”—WHAT?—we are not abandoned or forsaken or left 

behind or deserted. 

 

“but not forsaken; struck down,” 

 

Matthew 27:46—Jesus was deserted so we would never be 

deserted. We will never lose the reality of His presence, no 

matter how bad it gets. 

 

In the last letter Paul writes, in 2 Timothy 4: 

 

2 Timothy 4:16 

 

At my first defense no one supported me, all deserted me; may 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



12 

 

it not be counted against them. 

 

But he goes on to say: 

 

2 Timothy 4:17, 18 

 

The Lord stood with me, and strengthened me, in order that 

through me the proclamation might be fully accomplished… 

 

Hebrews 13:5 

 

… “I will never leave you, nor forsake you.” 

 

Always count on His presence. Everybody else can desert us 

and leave, but He won’t. And that’s what counts the most. 

 

Exodus 33:14 

 

… “My Presence shall go with thee, and I will give you rest.” 

 

Now the seventh word is the word kataballo. It’s the word 

which means “to throw down. Kata means “down,” ballo—ball, 

“to throw”—“to throw down.” 

 

We have been thrown down or, if the picture is in fact the 

picture of a ring and the guy’s fighting: We got one in the 

chops! We got knocked down. We got thrown down if it’s a 

wrestling match.  

 

And so: 
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“but”—apollumi—“we were not destroyed,”—or we didn’t 

perish. 

 

That’s the same word used in: 

 

John 3:16 

 

That God so loved the world… 

 

And it was so that we would not perish. 

 

That’s: 

 

2 Peter 3:9 

 

The Lord is not willing that any should perish… 

 

Be destroyed, to ruin, to perish. 

 

J.B. Phillips translates it: 

 

We have been knocked down but we haven’t been knocked out. 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s a good way to put it. We get back up and we keep on 

fighting. 

 

Is that a very good looking curriculum? That is filled with all 

kinds of stress. But what does that do? That just stirs in the 
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excitement and the thrill and the enthusiasm about life when 

we recognize that’s going to be part of it. 

 

Tim Hansel wrote a book called Holy Sweat. And he puts 

people in kind of an outward bound experience where they’re 

put under horrendous stress. And this is what he says: 

 

(Holy Sweat by Tim Hansel) 

 

 Likewise, when we take people rappelling on our Summit 

Expedition courses, we find they are anything but apathetic. 

We have a couple of rappels that would probably make your 

navel pucker. But afterward, these climbers always talk about 

the thrill, the joy, or pushing to the edge, trusting those ropes, 

and feeling an indelible aliveness.  

p. 49  

 

God did not come to just fill us with joy and enthusiasm. 

Everything is not going to be a bed of roses. 

Paul describes all these things he’s going through. God is 

using it to enrich his life, to develop character. 

 

Stephen Brown said when he was in the midst of it: 

 

(No More Mr. Nice Guy! By Stephen Brown) 

 

Our prayer ought to be the prayer of the sea captain in the 

middle of a hurricane: “O God, help us, and come Yourself 

because this ain’t no time for boys.” 

p. 32 
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That’s the picture. We need Him desperately. Things are 

difficult and falling apart. 

 

Now when we face a crisis, what are the things we’re supposed 

to ask ourselves? Norman Wright wrote a book called Having 

a Creative Crisis. And in it he says there are three questions 

to ask in the middle of it: 

 

(How to Have a Creative Crisis by H. Norman Wright) 

 

1. What can I learn from this? 

2. How can I grow through this? 

3. How can God be glorified through this? 

p. 104  

 

Now listen to J. B. Phillips as he takes those two verses and 

he paraphrases them. Because it kind of makes them come 

alive: 

 

We are handicapped on all sides, but we are never frustrated; 

we are puzzled, but never in despair. We are persecuted, but 

we never have to stand it alone: we may be knocked down but 

we are never knocked out! 

(source unknown) 

 

The hymn writer said: 

 

When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 

The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 
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For I will be with thee thy trials to bless, 

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

(source unknown) 

 

Eight words in CONTRAST of experience. 

 

What’s the principle?  

 

We are BEHOLDING, He is MOLDING. And as we behold 

Him, He’s going to do some molding. And some of that molding 

is described in these very words that are right here. Recognize 

that and then we won’t think that God’s mad at us. We won’t 

think we’ve done something bad. We just realize that it was a 

necessary part of the development of our life into 

Christlikeness. 

 

Now look at verse 10. 

 

v. 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of 

Jesus, in order that the life of Jesus also may be 

manifested in our body.  

 

“always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, in order 

that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.” 

 

What does that mean? 

 

That means that He carried Calvary with Him, in a sense. 

And the death of Christ was constantly His experience.  
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Could we put it this way? If the “life of Jesus” is going to flow 

through us, first we must experience His death. We must 

recognize we die with Him in order that we might live. 

 

We have this “treasure in earthenware jars,” he said in 

chapter 4.  

 

What did Jesus say in John 12? 

 

John 12:24, 25 

 

… except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abides 

alone; but if it die, it brings forth much fruit. … 

 

“always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord 

Jesus,” 

 

The last verse of Margaret Clarkson’s hymn, “So Send I You” 

describes it: 

 

So send I you to leave your life’s ambition, 

To die to dear desire, self will resign, 

To labor long and love where men revile you; 

So send I you to lose your life in Mine. 

(source unknown) 

 

“always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord 

Jesus,” 

 

What does that mean?  
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Well we can put it this way: 

 

“As long as I hang on and try to live it, the life of Christ 

cannot be seen in me.” 

 

We have to die to our desires, our ambitions for life, and we 

have to be willing to give it to Him. 

 

Paul said it another way: 

 

Galatians 2:20 

 

I have been crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live, yet not I, 

but Christ is living in me … 

 

We are bearing “about in my body the dying of the Lord 

Jesus”—WHY?  

 

Out of death comes life. 

 

v. 11 For we who are living are constantly being 

delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake, in order 

that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our 

mortal flesh.  

 

“For we who are living are constantly being delivered over to 

death for Jesus’ sake, in order that the life of Jesus also may 

be manifested”—WHAT?—“in our mortal flesh.” 
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In verse 10 it was “the life of Jesus may be manifested”—

WHAT?—“in our body.” 

 

Now in verse 11 it’s the same thing again—same song, second 

verse: 

 

It’s “the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our mortal 

flesh.”—is the only difference. 

 

When we see something twice, really pay attention to it. And 

there it is in two verses. The KEY is to the life of Christ being 

demonstrated and seen in us. But as we die, His life begins to 

reveal itself. 

 

“For we who are living are constantly being delivered over to 

death for Jesus’ sake,” 

 

As we’re submissive to Him and allow Him to work in our 

lives and we behold Him, this is what happens. 

 

v. 12 So death is operating in us, but life in you.  

 

“So death is operating in us, but life in you.” 

 

There’s the secret to fruitfulness. Do we really want to be 

fruitful? Do we really want God to use us? Then death has to 

happen to us.  

 

Desiring that life might be ours, “So death is operating in us, 

but life in you.” 
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Paul said it well: 

 

Philippians 2:17 

 

If our lives are poured as a drink offering upon the sacrifice 

and service of your faith, we joy and rejoice with you all. 

 

We really don’t mind being spent if it’s going to mean life. 

That’s what it’s all about. 

 

v. 13 But having the same spirit of faith, according to 

what has been written, “I believed, therefore I 

spoke,” and we also are believing, therefore also we 

are speaking;  

 

“But having the same spirit of faith, according to what has 

been written, “I believed, therefore I spoke,” and we also are 

believing, therefore also we are speaking;” 

 

Paul says we believe it and we speak it! It works! We can 

count on it! And so therefore “we are speaking” it with all 

boldness.  

 

v. 14 knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will 

raise us also with Jesus and will present us with 

you.  

 

“knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also 

with Jesus and will present us with you.” 
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When is he going to do that? In the book of Jude he says: 

 

Jude 24, 25 

 

Now unto Him who is able to keep you from falling and 

[WHAT?] to present you faultless before the presence of His 

glory with exceeding joy… 

 

There’s a day coming when we’re going to be presented before 

Him. And they as believers in Corinth, and the apostle Paul, 

are going to be presented together. The Lord Himself is going 

to descend, take us into His presence, and we’re going to be 

presented to Him as the bride of Christ. And then death is 

swallowed up in victory. 

 

v. 15 For all things are for your sakes, in order that the 

grace which is spreading to more and more people 

may cause the giving of thanks to abound to the 

glory of God.  

 

“For all things are for your sakes, in order that the grace 

which is spreading to more and more people may cause the 

giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God.” 

 

“the grace [of God] is spreading to more and more people” 

 

That’s what gets us excited! 
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v. 16 Therefore we are not losing heart, but though our 

outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being 

renewed day by day.  

 

“Therefore”—WHAT?—“we are not losing heart,” 

 

Now tie that into verse 1: 

 

“we are having this ministry, therefore we are not losing 

heart”—that’s way back at the first of the chapter. 

 

Now in verse 16: 

 

“Therefore we are not losing heart, but”—WHAT?—“though 

our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed 

day by day.” 

 

Paul’s saying, “We’ll get discouraged! But we don’t 

discourage!”  

 

Why? The “outer man” is falling apart, but that’s no big deal. 

 

The “inner man is being renewed day by day.” 

 

Has our “inner man” been renewed today? If we’ve had our 

time in the Word and prayer and fellowship with Him, the 

“inner man” was renewed and we don’t care about the “outer 

man” falling apart. It just happens with age! 

 

J. Oswald Sanders quoted a letter from some missionaries in 
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his book Spiritual Leadership: 

 

(Spiritual Leadership by J. Oswald Sanders) 

 

 But I am weary! I have only written because I am too 

weary to be working now, and too tired to sleep….I am getting 

prematurely old, they tell me, and doctors do not give me long 

to live unless the strain is eased a bit. My wife is wearier than 

I am. She needs complete rest a while…Oh, that the church at 

home but realized one half of the opportunities of today! Will 

no one hear the call? Please do your best to help us. 

p. 109  

 

And that’s Paul too. Sleepless nights, long arduous hours, 

persecution of all sorts: 

 

“Therefore we are not losing heart,” 

 

Verses 8 and 9 are telling us what he’s going through. In verse 

16 he’s telling us he’s “not losing heart!” Now if we lost heart, 

shame on us.  

 

Here’s a man telling us not to get discouraged. 

 

Dr. Pentecost said: 

 

(Man’s Problems—God’s Answers by J. Dwight Pentecost) 

 

 Discouragement is … self-occupation. A man [who] is 

discouraged because he has turned his eyes inward upon 
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himself, and he evaluates all things in terms of himself.  

p. 87 

 

And so Satan uses discouragement like anything else. But 

what does he say? He says: 

 

“we are not losing heart, but though our outer man is 

decaying…” 

 

Ever experience any of that?  

 

That’s the “outward man” falling apart.  

 

“though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being 

renewed day by day.” 

 

Okay, how does he renew it? Go back to 2 Corinthians 3:18: 

“as we behold in a mirror the glory of the Lord, we’re being 

transformed into his image.” 

 

That is the secret to it.  

 

Isaiah 40:31 

 

They that wait upon the Lord 

renew their strength… 

 

How is the “inner man…renewed day by day”?  

 

And it’s not only 2 Corinthians 3:18 but it’s these FIVE Ss: 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



25 

 

 

1. The S of SUFFERING—as we suffer outwardly, we’re 

strengthened inwardly. 

 

2. STUDY—just plain old study of the Word of God does it. 

 

3. SUBMISSION—to what He is allowing. 

 

4. SERVICE—opportunities to serve Him strengthens the 

inner man. 

 

5. SENSITIVITY to His SPIRIT—sensitivity to that still 

small voice that speaks inwardly, that comforts and 

encourages us. 

 

And Ephesians 4:23 says it: 

 

Ephesians 4:23 

 

be renewed in the spirit of your mind. 

 

Thinking those things and listening as the Spirit speaks to us. 

Yes! That’s the way the inner man is renewed. 

 

v. 17 For momentary, slight affliction is producing for 

us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all 

comparison,  

 

“For momentary, slight affliction is producing for us an 

eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison,” 
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Now there are TWO WORDS there—one we like and one we 

don’t like. 

 

We love the word “momentary” but we don’t like the word 

“slight.” Why? 

 

Because as far as we are concerned, there isn’t anything that’s 

hitting us that’s “slight”! When it hits us, boy it’s a barn-

burner! It tears us up! And it ruined us for the rest of our lives 

if we’re talking about it. 

 

But isn’t it great to have it “momentary”? We’re just passing 

through. It’s not going to be very long before we get rid of this 

earthly body. 

 

It’s “momentary” but it’s “slight.”  

 

Now what’s the definition of “slight”? Verses 8 and 9 are the 

definition of “slight.”  

 

It is a slight thing to be at a loss. It’s a slight thing to be under 

pressure. It’s a slight thing to be thrown down or a slight 

thing to be persecuted. Those are the things that he’s talking 

about. 

 

It’s “momentary, slight affliction,” but it’s “producing for us an 

eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison.” 

 

We can see the TRAUMA IS TEMPORARY. It’s “slight” when 
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we compare it to Calvary, isn’t it? Anything we would be going 

through is that.  

 

But what’s it do? It produces an “eternal weight.”  

 

We can say: 

 

LIGHT TRIALS—HEAVY GLORY 

 

That’s the picture Paul says here. In verse 15 we have what’s 

in it for God:  

 

2 Corinthians 4:15 

 

For all things are for your sakes, in order that the grace which 

is spreading to more and more people may cause the giving of 

thanks to abound to the glory of God. 

 

Now we see what’s in it for us—this “affliction is producing for 

us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison.” 

 

That’s exactly what Paul said in Romans 8:18. What we have 

to suffer now is nothing worthy to be compared to the glory 

that’s going to be revealed in us later. 

 

We can get excited when we look at verses 8 and 9 and we see 

how hard it is to really realize that God is using all that?. 

 

Annie Dillard in Pilgrim at Tinker Creek says this: 
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(Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard) 

 

 We see through a glass darkly. We find ourselves in the 

middle of a movie, or, God help us, a take for a movie, and we 

don’t know what’s on the rest of the film. 

p. 142  

 

So what have we got to do? We just have to trust Him. 

 

Tim Hansel says in Holy Sweat: 

 

(Holy Sweat by Tim Hansel) 

 

 I received a telegram one day. It said simply: UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE—CELEBRATE EVERYTHING! 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s it! Until further notice—celebrate everything! No 

matter what comes, God’s in control of it. It’s come through 

His fingers so celebrate it! Get excited! Be triumphant and 

victorious in the midst of it! 

 

Now we come to our final verse in our passage. 

 

v. 18 while we are not looking at the things which are 

seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the 

things which are seen are temporary, but the things 

which are not seen are eternal.  

 

“while we are not looking at the things which are seen, but at 
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the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen 

are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.” 

 

What’s he telling us? He’s telling us we aren’t spending our 

time on the things which we can see. We’re thinking about the 

things we can’t see.  

 

That reminds us of Colossians 3:2: 

 

Colossians 3:2 

 

Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 

 

That reminds us of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount: 

 

Matthew 6:17 

 

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures where moth and rust 

doth corrupt and where thieves break in and steal.” 

 

What’s he saying?  

 

Matthew 6:21 

 

Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

And sometimes when things really are hard simply because 

we’re attached to the things down here and we’re focusing on 

the things which can be seen, not on the things which are not 

seen. 
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John warned us not to love the world, neither the things in the 

world. (see 1 John 2:15-17) 

 

And Moses in Hebrews 11: 

 

Hebrews 11:24-26 

 

… chose rather to suffer with the people of God, than to enjoy 

the passing pleasure of sin; considering the reproach of Christ 

greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; [WHAT?] for he 

was looking to the reward. 

 

He was seeing the things that are not seen, and therefore he 

didn’t lose heart. 

 

We came up with these lessons: 

 

Lesson #1: Paul has been pressed, perplexed, persecuted, 

punched, but he has not perished. 

 

He’s still in there. 

 

Lesson #2: Paul finds himself hard-pressed in every way. 

 

It’s coming at him from all directions. 

 

Lesson #3: There are times when we are at a loss to 

understand what is happening. 
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Lesson #4: We have the promise of His presence no matter 

what is happening. 

 

Lesson #5: We may be knocked down, but we’re not knocked 

out. 

 

Psalm 37:23, 24 

 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and he 

delights in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast 

down for the Lord upholds him with his hand. 

 

Lesson #6: It is the purpose of the Father that the life of Jesus 

be manifested in our mortal flesh. 

 

He wants Jesus to be seen in us. 

 

Lesson #7: Our support in suffering is faith in the power of 

God. 

 

Lesson #8: The inner man is being renewed day by day, 

although the outer man is decaying. 

 

Lesson #9: Momentary, slight affliction produces an eternal 

weight of glory. 

 

Lesson #10: Keep your focus on the eternal and not on the 

temporary. 

 

Lesson #11: We are beholding Him and He is molding us. 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



32 

 

 

A. W. Tozer in The Pursuit of God says: 

 

(The Pursuit of God by A. W. Tozer) 

 

 God is a person, and in the deep of His mighty nature He 

thinks, wills, enjoys, feels, loves, desires, and [He] suffers as 

any other person may. In making Himself known to us He 

stays by the familiar pattern of personality. He communicates 

with us through the avenues of our minds, our wills and our 

emotions. The continuous and unembarrassed interchange of 

love and thought between God and the soul of the redeemed 

man is the throbbing heart of New Testament religion. 

pp. 13-14 

 

Are we experiencing that? The joy of it? 

 

Now where does this find us? Maybe it finds us losing heart. 

Maybe it finds us discouraged, a little bit down.  

 

As God speaks to us and if we’re really down, we’re losing 

heart, we’re discouraged—we have our eyes on our 

circumstances and that’s not where we’re supposed to be 

looking. 

 

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

look full in His wonderful face. 

 

Remember? We behold—He does the molding. 
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Father, we thank You for these studies. For the richness of 

this Corinthian epistle because Paul has told it like it is and 

he describes a lot of our experiences and circumstances that 

are frustrating. We must admit that many times we’re at a 

loss. We can’t comprehend what You’re trying to do and it 

seems so inconsistent. We just pray that You’d freshly 

encourage us, as we go rejoicing in Your goodness and in Your 

grace. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

 

Study Number Eight – 2 Corinthians 4:8-18 

            NOTES 

 
v. 8 We are being hard pressed in every way, but we are not being 

crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 

v. 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed, 

v. 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, in order 

that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 

v. 11 For we who are living are constantly being delivered over to 

death for Jesus’ sake, in order that the life of Jesus also may be 

manifested in our mortal flesh. 

v. 12 So death is operating in us, but life in you. 

v. 13 But having the same spirit of faith, according to what has 

been written, “I believed, therefore I spoke,” and we also are 

believing, therefore also we are speaking; 

v. 14 knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also 

with Jesus and will present us with you. 

v. 15 For all things are for your sakes, in order that the grace 

which is spreading to more and more people may cause the giving 

of thanks to abound to the glory of God. 

v. 16 Therefore we are not losing heart, but though our outer man 

is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day. 

v. 17 For momentary, slight affliction is producing for us an 

eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 

v. 18 while we are not looking at the things which are seen, but at 

the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are 

temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 2 Corinthians 4:8-18 and in your own words pull out 

the main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. In what four ways does Paul describe himself in verses 8  

& 9? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does Paul want manifested in his body, according  

to verse 10? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is operating in Paul and in the Corinthians, according 

to verse 12? 
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5. What is Paul knowing, according to verse 14? 

 

 

 

 

6. What is said about Paul’s physical and spiritual condition, 

according to verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

7. What is suffering accomplishing, according to verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

8. Where are Paul’s priorities, according to verse 18? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Paul has been pressed, perplexed, persecuted, 

and punched, but has not perished. 

 

LESSON #2: Paul finds himself hard-pressed in every way. 

 

LESSON #3: There are times when we are at a loss to 

understand what is happening. 

 

LESSON #4: We have the promise of His presence no matter 

what is happening. 

 

LESSON #5: We may be knocked down, but not knocked out. 

 

LESSON #6: It is the purpose of the Father that the life of 

Jesus be manifested in our mortal flesh. 
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LESSON #7: Our support in suffering is faith in the power of 

God. 

 

LESSON #8: The inner man is being renewed day by day, 

although the outer man is decaying. 

 

LESSON #9: Momentary, slight affliction produces an eternal 

weight of glory. 

 

LESSON #10: Keep your focus on the eternal and not the 

temporary. 

 

LESSON #11: We are beholding Him and He is molding us. 
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