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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

Study Number Nine – 2 Corinthians 5:1-9 

First of all, we’re going to talk about DEATH and in our next 

study we’re going to talk about JUDGMENT. And those are 

very unpopular subjects, but it just happens that Paul 

addresses both of these issues in chapter 5. 

Now to give us an idea of what is going on in 2 Corinthians, 

we have one of the most incredible pictures of the humanity of 

the apostle Paul. We get the idea sometimes that people in the 

Bible are not real or they’re different or they’re a cut above. 

The apostle bears his heart in this letter. For instance, in the 

first four chapters of the letter he tells of traumatic 

circumstances that nearly took his life. He tells of being 

criticized by the Corinthians. He tells of overwhelming things 

that he’s faced.  

And when chapter 4 ends, the apostle says: “The outward man 

is suffering wear and tear, but the inner man is being renewed 

on a daily basis.” (ref. 2 Corinthians 4:16) 

In other words, “I don’t mind wearing out because the inner 
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man is being strengthened regularly.” We can almost see the 

apostle Paul lift his eyes for a minute as he starts to think 

about what’s going to happen when the deterioration is final. 

And what about the whole business of physical death? 

 

We come to the greatest passage in the New Testament that 

deals with physical death, as far as the believer is concerned, 

in 2 Corinthians 5:1-9. 

 

There was an epitaph on a tombstone that read: 

 

(Birthright by David C. Needham) 

 

 Here lies Sam Pease 

  Beneath the sod. 

 It’s not really Pease; 

  It’s just the pod. 

 Pease shelled out 

  And went to God. 

pp. 91-92  

 

And to him that was the description of what had happened 

when he finally died.  

 

William Barclay wrote his own spiritual autobiography. He 

says this: 

 

(A Spiritual Autobiography by William Barclay) 

 

If ever I am going to write a book which sets forth my 
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“testament of faith,” now is the time to do so. Very recently I 

received my old age pension papers. At a conference of doctors 

a short time ago those attending were divided into groups, and 

I found myself allocated to the geriatric section. A year from 

the time I am writing this I will be retiring from my job in the 

University of Glasgow. One morning last week, after a lecture, 

I was carefully putting the pages of my manuscript back into 

their folder. I was straightening them up so that the edges 

would level and so that the paper would not be creased, and I 

found myself saying to myself: “What does it matter? I won’t 

be using them again anyway.” These days I have the odd 

sensation of doing things for the last time.  

p. 7  

 

When I die, I should like to slip out of the room without fuss—

for what matters is not what I am leaving, but where I am 

going. 

p. 72  

 

Why is it that it is so incredibly difficult for us to be willing to 

face it head-on and talk about that which is untalkable? To 

teach about that which everybody wants to know about but 

nobody wants to talk about? The subject that we have to hide 

from the terminally ill lest they get upset about the fact that 

they’re facing their demise? 

 

(Facing Death and the Life After by Billy Graham) 

 

… C. S. Lewis pointed out that war does not increase death; 

death is total in every generation.  
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p. 17  

 

George Bernard Shaw said: 

 

(Facing Death and the Life After by Billy Graham) 

 

“The statistics on death are quite impressive. One out of one 

people die.” 

p. 17  

 

It was Patrick Henry who said: 

 

(Facing Death and the Life After by Billy Graham) 

 

 I have now disposed of all my property to my family. 

There is one thing more I wish I could give them, and that is 

faith in Jesus Christ. If they had that and I had not given 

them one shilling, they would be rich; and if I had not given 

them that, and had given them all the world, they would be 

poor indeed. 

p. 31  

 

“Dear God, What is it like when a person dies? Nobody will 

tell me. I just want to know, I don’t want to do it.  

Your friend, Mike.”  

p. 87  

 

Edith Schaeffer, the wife of Francis Schaeffer, describes how 

she faced the physical death of her husband: 
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(Facing Death and the Life After by Billy Graham) 

 

“I believe when my husband leaves his body, he will be with 

the Lord. I don’t want him to leave me until he’s with the 

Lord. Therefore, I am sure he would want to go to the house 

he asked me to buy and be there for the time he has left.” 

The doctors agreed with her and told her they wished 

more people would do things the same way. Fran was taken 

home, and Edith surrounded his bed with the things he loved, 

and had music playing in his room. She said, “One after 

another, we played his favorite records: Beethoven, Bach, 

Schubert, and Handel. Ten days later, on May 15, 1984, with 

the music of Handel’s Messiah still in the air, Fran breathed 

his last breath.” 

p. 147  

 

Why is it that we don’t want to talk about it?  

 

The basic attitude of the world is the same attitude that 

Emperor Hirohito had when Japan had to surrender at the 

end of World War II. Remember his classic statement? 

 

At the surrender of Japan he said: We must now accept the 

unacceptable and surmount the insurmountable.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That perfectly describes most people’s attitude toward 

physical death. We have to accept something that is not 

acceptable—it’s bitter. And we have to surmount the 

insurmountable.  
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The statistics are still in favor of death—one out of one die. So 

it’s important for us to talk about it, and we’re going to do 

that. 

 

Now let’s pick up at verse 1 as the apostle addresses the issue. 

We can really relate with the apostle.  

 

v. 1 For we are knowing that if the earthly tent which is 

our house is torn down, we are having a building 

from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in 

the heavens. 

 

“We are knowing that if the earthly tent which is our house is 

torn down, we are having a building from God, a house not 

made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

 

The little word “FOR” ties us into chapter 4. This is what he 

said at the end of chapter 4 so we can get the continuation of 

the argument: 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

 

Therefore we are not losing heart, but though our outward 

man is decaying yet our inner man is being renewed day by 

day. For momentary, slight affliction is producing for us an 

eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison. While we 

are not looking at the things which are seen, but at the things 

which are not seen; for the things which are seen are 

temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
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“For”—then we start the fifth chapter. 

 

“For we are knowing” 

 

Would it bring a lot of comfort if someone said, “Well you 

know, I’m really not sure about what I’m getting ready to tell 

you. There are several different opinions and I just want to 

share with you Anderson’s philosophy on this. Okay?” OR 

“There’s quite a bit of conjecture about this. There are a lot of 

people who have different ideas about this and whether you 

get another opportunity. And with a lot of uncertainty I’m 

going to address this issue.” 

 

“we are knowing”—we’ve had personal experience and we 

know what we’re talking about. “We are knowing” this with a 

certainty. 

 

“if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down,” 

 

The apostle uses the term “tent” to refer to our bodies. It’s like 

a tent, a flimsy little old tent. What do we conjure up when we 

think of a tent? We think of something pretty temporary, 

especially if we’re on a family vacation. Right? 

 

We can live comfortably in a tent for one week, but after that 

there is no way. Interpersonal relationships wreak havoc after 

a week.  

 

“we are knowing that if the earthly tent which is our house is 
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torn down,” 

 

When the apostle describes his own physical death in 

Philippians chapter 1 he says: 

 

Philippians 1:23 

 

I am hard pressed between the two, life and death, and having 

a desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better; 

 

And the little word “depart” is the word for pulling up the tent 

stakes, folding the tent and like the Arabs to silently steal 

away. And so he uses the same picture whenever he talks 

about death to the Philippians and the Corinthians, or 

whatever. It’s a temporary tent dwelling and we’re only here 

for a little time.  

 

So what we have, that body that we’re wearing is 

TEMPORARY. It’s going to get leaks in it. It’s going to start 

falling apart so we have to have something beyond what is 

temporary in order to have any comfort in the midst of this. 

And that’s the picture that’s before us. 

 

Now notice the little word “we.” The apostle will now use the 

word “we” because he’s in this too. A lot of times when he’s 

teaching the Corinthians he’ll say “you” and “they” and 

“their.” But now he’s saying “we”—and it occurs 12 TIMES 

here in these verses. 

 

He’s saying: 
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“For we are knowing that if the earthly tent which is our 

house is torn down,” 

 

The CONTRAST in the passage is between an “earthly tent” 

and an ETERNAL “house.” Okay, that’s the picture that we’re 

going to see. 

 

What does he say when that one is “torn down”?  

 

Next phrase: 

 

“we are having a building from God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens.” 

 

The minute we die we step out of time and we go into eternity 

so time no longer is a factor. We don’t have seasons. We don’t 

have 24 hour days. It’s totally different. 

 

We have to be reoriented into something that we’re not 

oriented to now, and that’s eternity. So from the moment one 

dies, we go to the Lord and we have an eternal house that is 

ours “in the heavens.” 

 

The only orientation we have to what that house is like is the 

resurrected body of Christ. And these are the only pictures 

that we can have of what it’s going to be like. He certainly was 

recognized, He certainly was able to do many things that we 

are able to do and a lot more things that we were not able to 

do. 
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Now there are TWO KEY WORDS in verse 1: 

 

1. “we are KNOWING” and 

 

2. “we are HAVING.” 

 

Just hang onto that because there’s some real good stuff to get 

a hold of.  

 

“we are knowing” this and “we are having” something 

eternal—“a house … in the heavens.” 

 

v. 2 For indeed in this tent we are groaning, longing to 

be clothed with our dwelling from heaven;  

 

“For indeed in this tent we are groaning, longing to be clothed 

with our dwelling from heaven;” 

 

In Romans 8, when Paul describes this further and he talks 

about physical suffering he says this: 

 

Romans 8:18-27 

 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to 

us. For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for 

the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation was 

subjected to futility, not of its own will, but because of Him 

who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be 
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set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the 

glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole 

creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together 

until now. And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the 

first fruit of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 

ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 

redemption of our body. … 

 

“indeed”—he says—“in this tent we are groaning,” 

 

Are we groaning? When we go to the hospital, we find a lot of 

groaning tents in the hospital—people who are getting older.  

 

“indeed in this tent we are groaning,” 

 

Look at that next word:  

 

“longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven;” 

 

Have we gotten there yet? There are going to be some words 

that are going to disturb us greatly. They’re the words 

“desiring,” they’re the words “longing,” the words “preferring.”  

 

It’s almost like we’re saying, “Paul is suicidal isn’t he?” No 

that’s not what it’s saying. It’s saying that he has so fallen in 

love with the Savior that he can’t wait. And he’s looking 

forward with fantastic anticipation to what lies out there and 

he knows all about it, and so he says:  

 

“[I am] longing to be clothed with our dwelling”—that 
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permanent, eternal dwelling—“from heaven.” We look forward 

to that time! 

 

v. 3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, shall not be 

found naked.  

 

“inasmuch as we, having put it on, shall not be found naked.” 

 

That’s one of the reasons that we are forced to the conclusion 

of ABSENT HERE, PRESENT THERE. There is no time for 

nakedness of the spirit! We go from THIS to THAT, so that we 

aren’t naked. 

 

Someone described death as simply falling asleep. And in 

some ways that’s true. The body does fall asleep. Remember 

when we were a child, many times we fell asleep out in the 

living room and we woke up in our bed the next morning and 

wondered how in the world we got there? That’s a graphic 

description of physical death. We fall asleep here and we wake 

up over there and we hardly even concern ourselves with the 

process of getting there. 

 

Now notice he uses the word “indeed” in verse 4. This is an 

exclamation. 

 

v. 4 For indeed we being in this tent are groaning, 

being burdened, because we are not desiring to be 

unclothed but to be clothed, in order that what is 

mortal may be swallowed up by life.  
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“For indeed we being in this tent are groaning,”—he says, yes, 

it is suffering wear and tear. 

 

He’s been through a lot, as we’re going to see in the rest of this 

letter—beatings and suffering of all kinds that have caused 

this tent to groan.  

 

But notice the next phrase: 

 

“For indeed we being in this tent are groaning,”—WHAT?—

“being burdened,” 

 

Now why was Paul “burdened” about physical death if he 

knew all this? And he knew where he was going and he knew 

his relationship? Why does he admit to the fact that he is 

“burdened”? 

 

Well notice there’s a little word “because” and that tells us 

part of it: 

  

“because we are not desiring to be unclothed but to be clothed, 

in order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.” 

 

We have THREE BURDENS: 

 

1. We’re SCARED. 

 

When we move into the realm of the unknown, as far as 

experience is concerned, we’re going to be afraid!  
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2. We don’t want to TURN LOOSE of this body. 

 

It’s hard to believe that this is a tent that we’re going to take 

off and throw away. As far as my earthbound senses tell us. 

It’s hard to think of ourselves independent of this piece of 

trash sitting here and that we’re something inside this body—

this dust that has been made into humanity.  

 

And so there is that burden of turning loose of it. 

 

And then there is the third thing that kind of scares us: 

 

3. Floating around out there UNCLOTHED, strumming a 

harp on a cloud. 

 

Is it going to be that exciting and that fulfilling and that 

fantastic? And are we going to get that eternal house as quick 

as we get it done here?  

 

And those are natural burdens that even Paul says: 

 

“we are not desiring to be unclothed but to be clothed,” 

 

And he says: 

 

“in order that what is mortal”—that is our body—“may be 

swallowed up by life.”—that which is eternal. 

 

That’s kind of like a snake swallowing a frog, isn’t it? When 

Jesus died on the Cross, He literally gulped down physical 
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death. He swallowed it up for time and for eternity. He got the 

victory over physical death. 

 

There’s a great passage on that: 

 

Hebrews 2:14, 15 

 

Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself 

likewise also partook of the same, that through death He 

might render powerless him who had the power of death, that 

is, the devil; and might deliver those who through fear of 

death were subject to slavery all of their lives. 

 

Romans 8:38, 39 

 

I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor things present, [and the big long list] shall 

not be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

How do we handle those fears? We look them right straight in 

the face and we trust the God who promised and we get over 

those fears. 

 

Death “swallowed up by life.” 

 

Barbara C. Ryberg is the lady who wrote the little poem “Step 

by Step.” There’s another one written by her that was in Our 

Daily Bread. She wrote this beautiful piece when she 

describes her own physical death and being with the Lord: 
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When I am gone, remember I’m with Jesus; 

Then do not mourn because I’ve passed away. 

Life holds so many griefs and disappointments, 

And will you cry because I did not stay? 

 

‘Tis only for a spell we must be parted; 

Not many years on earth to us are given. 

And when my Savior tells me you are coming, 

I’ll go with Him and welcome you to heaven. 

 

Grieve not because the eyes that looked upon you 

Shall never see your face on earth again; 

Rejoice, because they look upon the Savior 

Who gave His life to ransom sinful men. 

 

Weep not because I walk no longer with you; 

Remember, I am walking streets of gold. 

Weep for yourselves that you awhile must tarry 

Before the blessed Lord you may behold 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s the picture of physical death for the believer. 

 

v. 5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is 

God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.  

 

“Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who 

gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.” 
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What’s the difference between the first four verses and verse 

5? In the first four verses we’ve had the use of the word 

“we…we…we.”  

 

Now what do we have in verse 5?  

 

“He.” 

 

For the first time Paul brings God into the argument on 

physical death.  

 

“We are knowing,” 

 

“We are having a building,” 

 

“We are groaning,” 

 

“We, having put it on,” 

 

“We, being in this tent,”  

 

“We are not desiring.” 

 

And what? 

 

“Now He who prepared us for this very purpose…” 

 

The FOCUS now in verse 5 is off of us and on God when it 

comes to physical death. 
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Ever done that in Psalm 23? Listen to this: 

 

Psalm 23:1-4 

 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall lack nothing. 

HE makes me lie down in green pastures, 

HE leads me beside quiet waters, 

HE restores my soul… 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, 

 for [WHAT?] YOU are with me; … 

 

What happened when we walked through the valley of the 

shadow of death? We’re no longer speaking of “HE” up there! 

We saw Him. “You are with me.” 

 

Psalm 23:4-6 

 

… YOUR rod and YOUR staff, 

 they comfort me. 

YOU prepare a table before me in the presence of my  

enemies. … 

Surely goodness and love will follow me 

 all the days of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

It’s a change from “HE” to “YOU.” And here in the passage it 

is changed from “WE” to “HE.” 

 

“He who prepared us for this very purpose…” 
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What’s that tell us? That tells us when it comes time to die, 

God’s prepared us for that. God will never allow anything to 

hit that we aren’t prepared for in His grace, if we’ll simply 

trust Him and allow Him to work. 

 

Doesn’t make any difference what it is. If we’re sensitive to 

Him, He will have been preparing us for this. And the neat 

thing about it is, He not only “prepared us” but what else did 

He do? He prepared the place: 

 

John 14:23, 3 

 

… I am going to prepare a place for you, … 

 

He “prepared us,” He prepared the place, and what else? He 

not only “prepared us for this very purpose” but He is the One 

“who gave the Spirit of God as a pledge.” 

 

If we are a Christian, the Holy Spirit of God was the down 

payment. It was the pledge that we’re going to spend eternity 

with Him. That is the only evidence in the heart of the child of 

God that’s our pledge. That’s the certainty that we know 

Christ and we’re ready to go and be with the Lord.  

 

Now isn’t that exciting? When we can understand that we’re 

prepared for it, and that we have a place prepared for us, and 

the pledge has been given that it’s all going to happen, we can 

face it a whole lot differently and a lot more triumphantly. 
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There was a story of a missionary in Our Daily Bread that 

really should get attention: 

 

 A friend of mine visited Portugal some years ago on an 

evangelistic tour. He was delighted to find many believers who 

were “spiritual giants,” among them a missionary from Great 

Britain named Eric Barker. He had spent over 50 years in 

Portugal preaching the gospel, often under adverse conditions.  

During World War II, the situation became so critical that 

Barker was advised to send his wife and eight children [can 

you believe that?] to England for safety. His sister and her 

three children [there’s 2 ladies and 11 kids] were also 

evacuated on the same ship. Although his beloved relatives 

were forced to leave, he remained behind to carry on the work.  

On the Lord’s Day following their departure he stood 

before his congregation and said, “I’ve just received word that 

all my family have arrived safely home!” He then proceeded 

with the service as usual. Later, the full meaning of his words 

became known to his people. Just before the meeting, he 

learned that a submarine had torpedoed the ship and 

everyone on board had drowned. He knew that because all 

were believers they had reached a more “desired haven.” 

Although overwhelmed with grief, he was able to rise above 

the circumstances by the grace of God and keep on working for 

the Lord. The knowledge that his family was enjoying the 

bliss of heaven comforted his heart. 

(source unknown) 

 

What kind of attitude do we have toward physical death? 

What are our feelings in this regard? 
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v. 6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and 

knowing that while we are at home in the body we 

are absent from the Lord— 

 

“Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that 

while we are at home in the body we are absent from the 

Lord—” 

 

Now what does that tell us? That is the very word that Paul 

used in Acts 27 when he’d been tossed around the ship for two 

weeks and they knew they were going to wreck. What did he 

say? 

 

Acts 27:25 

 

“Wherefore, sirs, be of good courage for I believe God, that it 

shall be even as it was told me.” 

 

“I’m going to trust God in this. I’m going to believe Him.” 

 

As a believer we have our greatest opportunity to be a witness 

for God. God gives us one final opportunity to really bear fruit 

for Him and that’s when we die. And the way we die is a way 

we can go out in a blaze of glory. Stop and think about it. How 

many of us have been impacted by the death of some believer 

who was triumphant and victorious in the face of it? And 

maybe we even came to know Christ because we saw that.  

 

God gives us one last opportunity to really triumphantly shine 
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to doctors, to nurses, to people around us who don’t know 

anything about life—what it’s like to face life’s greatest enemy 

and to be triumphant and victorious in it! 

 

There’s no place to crumble and to cry and to carry on like 

that! The way the heathen do. Now that doesn’t mean that 

when a dear friend dies it’s wrong to cry. Jesus did that. Some 

people say, “Why did Jesus cry when He knew that Lazarus 

was going to be raised?” Because he hurt with Mary. He knew 

what it was to hurt and to feel pain, and so that’s alright. It’s 

not alright for us to carry on in a way like this of such great 

uncertainty.  

 

Paul says: 

 

“Therefore, being always of good courage, and”—WHAT? 

there’s that word “knowing” again. 

 

“and knowing”—we know this—“that while we are at home in 

the body”—that’s while we’re in the tent—“we are absent from 

the Lord.” 

 

If we’re home here, we’re not home over there because we 

can’t be two places at once he says. So we’re absent one place 

or the other, depending on the condition. 

 

v. 7 for we are walking by faith, not by sight— 

 

“for”—REASON—“we are walking by faith, and not by sight—

” 
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This is not something we can see! No one has ascended up into 

heaven and seen in except the Son of God who came down 

from heaven—John chapter 3. 

 

So he uses it again—see verse 8? 

 

When he uses it twice he means for us to pay attention to it. 

 

v. 8 we are of good courage, and we are preferring 

rather to be absent from the body, and to be at 

home with the Lord.  

 

“we are of good courage, and”—WHAT?—“we are”—WHAT?—

“preferring”—there we go again—“rather to be absent from 

the body, and to be at home with the Lord.” 

 

Paul has used three words that Christians today know very 

little about. There’s something wrong.  

 

He uses the word “preferring.” He uses the word “longing.” 

And back in Philippians chapter 1 he used the word 

“desiring.” 

 

Paul’s saying, “We’re longing to be with the Lord! We’re 

desiring to be with the Lord! We’re preferring to be with the 

Lord!” 

 

Do we love Him that much? Are we really eager and excited 

about looking forward to that? We become so earthbound, we 
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become so filled with insecurities and anxieties and 

uncertainties and we have so much at stake down here that 

it’s a painful thing to separate from that. And so we have our 

priorities botched up. 

 

Enoch walked with God and the Lord took him! Elijah was 

caught up in a whirlwind! Jacob drew up his feet into the bed 

and went to be with the Lord! Moses went up the mountain 

and never came down again! Aaron went up the mountain, 

took off his priestly garments, gave them to Eleazar and 

checked out! 

 

When we come over into the New Testament, Jesus as He 

hung there on the Cross in those final moments committed 

His Spirit to the Father and died!  

 

What about the thief on the cross? What’d he say? He looked 

at Jesus and he says, “Remember me when You come into 

Your kingdom.” What did Jesus say? “Well you know there’s a 

lot of conjecture about what’s getting ready to happen!” Huh? 

“I want you to know I’ve been saying some pretty brazen 

things but right now where the rubber meets the road I can’t 

do it! I’m sorry I don’t know where we’re going either!”  

 

With confidence what’d He say? “Today you’ll be with Me in 

the Paradise.” 

 

That’s “Thanks for the hand!” That’s the angels in heaven 

friend, because that’s what it’s all about. 
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Jesus had the great opportunity to prove that He was a fraud 

if He was one when He’s facing that! But with total confidence 

it’s, “Today you’ll be with Me in the Paradise.” 

 

Remember the rich man and Lazarus? The rich man is in 

eternal torment. Lazarus is taken away into Abraham’s 

bosom, a place of joy and blessing. 

 

What about Stephen? Stones pelting down upon his head in 

Acts 7, what does he do? He looks up to heaven and he sees 

the heavens open and he sees the Son of God standing at the 

right hand of the Father waiting to welcome him home.  

 

That’s the picture that’s described of physical death in the 

Scripture! No wonder they longed for it! No wonder they 

looked forward to it!  

 

He told the Corinthians in: 

 

1 Corinthians 2:9 

 

Your eyes have not seen, your ears have not heard, you don’t 

even have any idea what the Lord has prepared for those who 

love Him. 

 

Listen to Revelation: 

 

Revelation 21:3, 4 

 

… “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall 
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dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God 

shall be among them, and He shall wipe away every tear from 

their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall 

no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain: the first things 

have passed away.”  

 

John Bunyan described it this way when he talked about 

death: 

 

(None of These Diseases by S. I. McMillen, M.D.) 

 

… the attitude of many Christians [is this]: “Let dissolution 

come when it will, it can do the Christian no harm, for it be 

but a passage out of a prison into a palace; out of a sea of 

troubles into a haven of rest; out of a crowd of enemies, to an 

innumerable company of true, loving, and faithful friends; out 

of shame, reproach, and contempt into exceeding great and 

eternal [reward].” 

p. 100  

 

That’s what it is. 

 

Now verse 9 wraps up our study and there is a “Therefore.” 

And when we find a “Therefore,” we find out what it’s there 

for.  

 

v. 9 Therefore also, we are making it our aim, whether 

at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.  

 

“Therefore also,”—WHAT?—“we are making it our aim, 
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whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.” 

 

When we really think about it and we accept and come to 

grips with the fact that we might not see each other again 

because one of us might be gone—if that’s the case, then we 

need to make it our aim every day “to be pleasing to Him.” 

 

Want a New Year’s resolution? There it is. 

 

Did we live today “to be pleasing to Him?” It’s a chapter 

written and we’re not going to write it again. And there’s one 

thing we have with great certainty, after today we’re one day 

closer to our physical death. We have one day left. And for 

many of us, we have a year less. We’re getting close to the 

goal.  

 

And he says, “we are making it our aim,”—WHAT?—“to be 

pleasing to Him.” 

 

That’s what we want! We want to please Him. 

 

In this beautiful little poetic piece, Catesby Paget said: 

 

(Quality Friendship: The Risks and Rewards by Gary Inrig) 

 

A mind at perfect peace with God 

Oh! What a Word is this! 

A sinner reconciled through blood; 

This, this indeed is peace! 
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So near, so very near to God, 

I cannot nearer be; 

For in the person of His Son 

I am as near as He. 

 

So dear, so very dear to God, 

More dear I cannot be; 

The love wherewith He loves the Son; 

Such is His love to me! 

 

Why should I ever careful be, 

Since such a God is mine? 

He watches o’er me night and day, 

And tells me, “Mine is Thine.” 

p. 42  

 

Now what does that do to us? When we have that goal, when 

we have that aim, when we have that objective? It strips out a 

lot of things out of our life and we hold onto things down here 

with a real loose hand and we’re endeavoring to be faithful to 

Him. 

 

In his book Birthright, David Needham tells a little story that 

illustrates the point of what happens when we have an aim 

and a goal and an objective: 

 

(Birthright by David C. Needham) 

 

 Every year I plant a row of pole string beans in our 

backyard. Soon after a seed sprouts in the damp spring soil, 
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its tendril begins to reach upward. Moving back and forth. 

Searching. Groping for something that will direct its climb. 

Eventually, if it finds nothing, it will collapse to the dirt. 

Continuing to twist and turn it will often grab hold of itself in 

a desperate attempt to find some support for climbing. 

Ultimately it will become a tangled confusion with a pittance 

of the harvest it might have had. 

 But if it finds a pole…it will become artistry in motion. 

Climbing higher and higher. Lush foliage, blossoms. And long, 

crisp string beans. 

p. 171  

 

And that’s the way it is with physical death. When we get a 

hold of an aim and a goal and objective, we just start climbing 

higher and higher and getting closer and closer. And in the 

process, there’s lots of fruit to the glory of God and He is 

glorified in that when we have a proper attitude toward it. 

 

Now what are the lessons we got out of that?  

 

Lesson #1: We can know when we die the Father has 

everything prepared for us in heaven. 

 

Lesson #2: Paul is saying he is longing, desiring and 

preferring to be at home with the Lord. 

 

Lesson #3: Are you burdened by fear as you face death? 

 

Lesson #4: The resurrection of Jesus Christ made it possible 

for our mortal bodies to be swallowed up by life. 
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That’s exactly what Jesus said to Martha: “I am the 

resurrection and the life, he that believes in Me, though he die 

yet shall he live.” (ref. John 11:25) 

 

Lesson #5: The Father has prepared us and given us a pledge. 

 

Lesson #6: We can be of good courage because we know while 

we are in the body, we are absent from the Lord. 

 

Lesson #7: We walk by faith, and not by sight. 

 

What’d the Lord say to Thomas? “You had to see to believe! 

Blessed are all those who have not seen and yet have 

believed.” (ref. John 20:29) 

 

Lesson #8: When we die, instantaneously we will be at home 

with the Lord. 

 

Find comfort in that. 

 

Lesson #9: Our aim and goal is to be pleasing to Him. 

 

Lesson #10: We can know and we can be of good courage in the 

face of death. 

 

Lesson #11: God has made all the arrangements. 

 

(Facing Death and the Life After by Billy Graham) 
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 Vance Havner, who was one of the most quotable 

pulpiteers of our time, said, “I’m homesick for heaven. It’s the 

hope of dying that has kept me alive this long.” 

p. 232  

 

Billy Graham tells the story of little Nelson Bell, Jr. who died 

at the age of ten months. After an illness of just eighteen days, 

Dr. Bell wrote the following letter: 

 

(Facing Death and the Life After by Billy Graham) 

 

Virginia and I realized that he was going and we were 

with him alone when the end came. It was so sweet and so 

peaceful, no struggle and no evidence of pain, just quietly 

leaving us and going back to Him. 

His going has left an ache in our hearts and our arms feel 

very empty, but oh the joys of knowing he is safe. It has but 

drawn us closer to Him and given us a new tie and joy to look 

forward to in Heaven. We would not have him back for we 

know it was His will that he should go. There is no repining, 

wishing we had used other medicines, etc. We feel that 

everything that could have possibly been done was done. We 

had the joy of caring for him ourselves while he was sick and 

the memory is very sweet. He had been such a perfectly 

healthy baby, in some ways one of the best developed children 

I have ever seen and so full of life that he was a favorite with 

the foreigners and Chinese alike. 

Virginia and I had the privilege of fixing him ourselves 

when he died and then Virginia immediately went to the 

Talbots where Rosa and Ruth were at school. She wanted to 
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tell them herself, rather than have them hear the news thru 

the Chinese. They were nearly heartbroken, but it was a 

wonderful opportunity to bring the great hope that is our very 

close and plain to them. 

We laid him to rest just at sunset and the service was 

such a sweet one and we pray was a blessing to the large 

number of Chinese friends who came. Virginia expressed my 

feelings exactly as we were leaving the little cemetery (owned 

by our hospital) when she said, “I have a song in my heart, but 

it is hard to keep the tears from my eyes.” At the grave we 

sang “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” for this had 

made the wonderful hope of eternity doubly precious to us. 

Were it not for that hope we would not be here in China. 

p. 70-71  

 

That’s the way a Christian faces physical death and speaks 

forth triumphantly and victorious in it.  

 

A great verse to meditate on is: 

 

Hosea 10:12 

 

Sow for yourselves righteousness, reap the fruit of unfailing 

love, and break up your unplowed ground; for it is time to seek 

the Lord, until he comes and showers righteousness on you. 

 

Father, we thank You for the joy of Your Word. Thank You 

that we can deal with a delicate subject and we can learn 

what Your Word has to teach us about it. Pray that each of us 

would accept the challenge to face this thing head on with 
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confidence, with assurance, with good courage. Knowing that 

You’ve prepared us for it and You’ve prepared the place for us 

to go. You’ve given us the pledge of the Holy Spirit as a token 

payment of that which we have to look forward to. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of 2 CORINTHIANS: 

 

Turning Tough Times into Triumph 

 

“Using Adversity to Gain an Advantage” 

 

Study Number Nine – 2 Corinthians 5:1-9  NOTES 

 
v. 1 For we are knowing that if the earthly tent which is our house 

is torn down, we are having a building from God, a house not made 

with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

v. 2 For indeed in this tent we are groaning, longing to be clothed 

with our dwelling from heaven; 

v. 3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, shall not be found naked. 

v. 4 For indeed we being in this tent are groaning, being burdened, 

because we are not desiring to be unclothed but to be clothed, in 

order that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 

v. 5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who 

gave to us the Spirit as a pledge. 

v. 6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that 

while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord— 

v. 7 for we are walking by faith, not by sight— 

v. 8 we are of good courage, and we are preferring rather to be 

absent from the body, and to be at home with the Lord. 

v. 9 Therefore also, we are making it our aim, whether at home or 

absent, to be pleasing to Him. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:1-9 and in your own words pull out 

the main thought of this passage. 
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2. What does Paul mean by the term “earthly tent” in verse 1? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is Paul’s longing, according to verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

4. What will happen to the mortal, according to verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

5. What has God given us, according to verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

6. What is true of believers while they remain alive, according 

to verse 6? 
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7. State Paul’s preference, according to verse 8. 

 

 

 

 

8. What is Paul’s aim, according to verse 9? 

 

 

 

 

9. What verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: We can know that when we die the Father has 

everything prepared for us in the heavens. 

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



37 

 

LESSON #2: Paul is saying that he is longing, desiring, and 

preferring to be at home with the Lord. 

 

LESSON #3: Are you burdened by fear as you face death? 

 

LESSON #4: The resurrection of Jesus Christ made it possible 

for our mortal bodies to be swallowed up by life. 

 

LESSON #5: The Father has prepared us and given us a 

pledge. 

 

LESSON #6: We can be of good courage because we know that 

while we are in the body, we are absent from the Lord. 

 

LESSON #7: We walk by faith, and not by sight. 

 

LESSON #8: When we die, instantaneously we will be at home 

with the Lord. 

 

LESSON #9: Our aim and goal is to be of good courage in the 

face of death. 

 

LESSON #10: We can know and we can be of good courage in 

the face of death. 

 

LESSON #11: God has made all the arrangements. 

 

1 Corinthians 2:9 

 

but just as it is written, “Things which eye has not seen and ear 
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has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, 

all that God has prepared for those who love Him.” 
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