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STUDY NUMBER ONE o =L Bt
_ I Kings 17:1-7
= TEXT: -
v. 1 Now ElTijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said
to Ahab, "As the Lord, the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand,
surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years except by my
word."
V. 2 And the word of the Lord came to him, saying,
v. 3 "Go away from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the
brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.
v. 4 "And it shall be that you shall drink of the brook, and I have com-
manded the ravens to provide for you there."
v. 5 So he went and did according to the word of the Lord, for he went
and 1ived by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.
v. 6 And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread
and meat in the evening, and he would drink from the brook.
v. 7 And it happened after a while, that the brook dried up, because
there was no rain in the land.
INTRODUCTORY AND BACKGROUND MATERIAL:
It is going to be o ] to s the biograph ible'
great men. We will be looking at his life in e1g t g ases as we study the
passages of scripture that relate to his experiences.
Before we actually begin in the study, I would like to look at the Eﬁﬁhﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂ
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T ng ‘Jw1 tory of the children of Israel after they cross the Jordan

R1ver and entered into possess the land as recorded in the book of Joshua,

we find that disobedience, idolatry, and immorality led to a great deal of

civil str1fe and disorder and bondage undér foreign powers as is recorded

n the book of Ju ges. When the sad story of the book ~of Judges comes to_

a close, it is recorded by the writer that" everyon : :
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It was at this point in Israel's h1story that they were deeply desirous to be
1ike other nations and to have Whe Lord granted
their request for a king in first OF all giving Following Saul's
reign, we have the powerful and successful reign of David, a man after God's
own heart; and then Solomon comes on the scene with thé richest and most ex-
tensive kingdom of tH&m a1l with the assignment to build the temple.

le#A ings 1n the north were unanimous in 1ead1ng the peop]e

devusa away from God and the1r devot1on to Jehovah Over and over again the writer
oF the kings #n ng_the 1ves of_ t ese kings in the
north, says, " ‘hey did ¢
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ause . this is where Elijalb
apsd since the division of
lnge fwho have ruled over

é e and blood s and po-
ifg takes the “authority. g =

>k,It is the northern kingdom that con

2 0 the D o, It has been

- he kingdom, and already there have'D
Israel. There hqs been a great deal

ggr strugg]e going on as each new

What a mixture of a pah Ahab was. Some of the finer quailties were his. He
was an able and pee€perous monarch, built a house of ivory, was a good ~
soldier, and ye# he deliberately sold himself to work wickedness: taught
Tsrael to wop€hip Baal instead of the Lord, and established idols for that
purpose.
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TT AhabeZthe seve st and at

ifie_one of - Had he possessed a stronger na-

'(ﬁ ure, he might have overcome some of the evils of his time, but he failed to

comprehend the greatness of Jehovah, he failed to stand for the highest
ustice, and his sins are v151 on his post
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wﬁﬂ ) \ Ahab was no mean politician either,Because of his desire to have an alliance

g) j geﬁﬁw w1th[_thEnoen1c1ans; he formed a marriage with the clever and wealthy d:_
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ter of the k ng of yre whose name was Jezebel. It is recorded in
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' and:¢ezebe1 lead the children of Israel away from the worship of Jehovah
God to that of Baal. She was able to 1ntroduce this religion, and also bring
her pr1ests with her. Jehovah mig gk the past. Baal is the god

Ga( of the present. He it is who fills our cradles neepfolds and our cattle
@b' . He it is who is the god of our aod o that our barns might be over-
- ow ng. Baal was the god of fertility and f ess, The altars to Je-

hovah God “were torn down, and in their place were bullt temples and idols

wsﬂ fdt‘ erected to the god Baal. ”B'I-U Tﬂehﬂjgw I"‘llﬂa “!kﬂ'ﬁ,‘\vFVOYV’HSG “.
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ever q¢v31¢The character of Jezebel is all dark without a single light spot, She is the
1 ibT7cal and historical example of a woman at her lowest, a woman under the

Nothing beautiful

L] al and licentious
acts were indulged in. Her religion catered to the lowest and basest instincts
1n human nature.

As soon as Jezebel became queen with absolute power, she set about destroyin
E%Q_MQI.EM.P and witness of Jehovah, WhiTe protecting her own idols < bn%Fﬁl_
S

e attempted the utter destruction of the prophets of the Lord and with them
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- 'SH“S'_‘%H"W ion by a woman. Self-centered Jezebel sought no advice and gave none.(§) wowan
e was ruthless 1n her murderous ambition and
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‘v}g-{aﬂ"“ "MWW It is with the suddenness of a flash
M lightening and the clap of thunder out of the eastern sky. Elijah, the ,
77 Tishbite, a man whose name meant 'mysfodwissdehovash A
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/\’&- o P The title 'Tishbite' probably refers to the city of Tishby in the land of

Aeh et
e Gilead. It says next of Elijah that he was of the settlers of Gilead. This . 'H:J"H
N\\a‘}/--' is on the eastern side of the Jordan River, and the dwellers of Gilead were /

P a rugged group of individuals. o Adden
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We have 1g 113 parentagesorspastrether than what has just been Jiv:
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recorded ere in th1s f1rst ver'se o T
. Here we_see Elijah storming into the palace into the presence of the king
i) of the land to bring a message from the Lord.

We can discern from other passages in the scripture that which precipitated

Elijah’s action. u:l\cd- Go+ hiim Mouuq Q‘M‘Jl he do This?
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“And if none of this works in getting your attention, I'll discipline you

== seven times over for your sins. I'll break your strong pride: I'll make the
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skies above you like a sheet of tin and the ground under you like cast iron.
atter how hard you work, nothing will come of it: No crops out of the
groundyap fruit off the trees.

“If you e and refuse to listen, your punishment will be seven times
more than your siftsiI’ll set wild animals on you; they’ll rob you of your chil-
dren, kill your cattle, aftd.decimate your numbers until you'll think you are
living in a ghost town.

“And if even this doesn’t work™aqd you refuse my discipline and con-
tinue your defiance, then it will be my fiteq_to defy you. I, yes I, will punish
you for your sins seven times over: I'll let watNQose on you, avenging your
breaking of the covenant; when you huddle in youtsities for protection, I'll
send a deadly epidemic on you and you’ll be helpless befetg your enemies;
when I cut off your bread supply, ten women will bake breadNg one oven
and ration it out. You’ll eat, but barely — no one will get enough.

“Andifthis — even this/— doesn’t work and you still wontlisten, still
me, I'll have had enough and in hot anger will defy you, punishing you
for your sins seven times over: famine will be so severe that you'll end up
cooking and eating your sons in stews and your daughters in barbecues;
I'll smash your sex-and-religion shrines and all the paraphernalia that
goes with them, and then stack your corpses and the idol-corpses in the
same piles —TI'll abhor you; I'll turn your cities into rubble; I'll clean out
your sanctuaries; I'll hold my nose at the “pleasing aroma” of your sacri-
fices. I'll turn your land into a lifeless moonscape —your enemies who come
in to take over will be shocked at what they see. I'll scatter you all over
the world and keep after you with the point of my sword in your backs.
There’ll be nothing left in your land, nothing going on in your cities. With
you gone and dispersed in the countries of your enemies, the land, empty
of you, will finally get a break and enjoy its Sabbath years. All the time it’s
left there empty, the land will get rest, the Sabbaths it never got when you
lived there.

“As for those among you still alive, I'll give them over to fearful timidity
— even the rustle of a leaf will throw them into a panic. They’ll run here
and there, back and forth, as if running for their lives even though no one
is after them, tripping and falling over one another in total confusion. You
won't stand a chance against an enemy. You'll perish among the nations;
the land of your enemies will eat you up. Any who are left will slowly rot
away in the enemy lands. Rot. And all because of their sins, their sins
compounded by their ancestors’ sins.

»

“ON THE OTHER HAND, I¥r THEY CONFESS . . .

“On the other hand, if they confess their sins and the sins of their ancestors,
their treacherous betrayal, the defiance that set off my defiance that sent
them off into enemy lands; if by some chance they soften their hard hearts
and make amends for their sin, I'll remember my covenant with Jacob, I'll
remember my covenant with Isaac, and, yes, I'll remember my covenant with
Abraham. And I'll remember the land.

“The land will be empty of them and enjoy its Sabbaths while they’re
gone. They’ll pay for their sins because they refused my laws and treated
my decrees with contempt. But in spite of their behavior, while they are
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- P God, and as a result of this, there are going to be consequences uh;gh ax;g

evidences of His being aljve, Heb. 10:3/

New thl.\'u” We would do well to ask ourselves the question, "What is there ;ln our _lives

Q&:;M\ﬂ today to prwmwmm;wﬂwﬁ kot Lin ,_,.m
g t phr'ase of Elijah's address is seen in the words, "...B o hookunig TUY
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sus Christ is Lord - ~glory of G ‘Eh’e Father. Prwfﬁiw
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of Here comes Elijah with his convictions and courage, He speaks the message of
and Hi

Jobw

Bof‘\'“h God. This is God with His gan, His ng is pkams. The times were
fit for Elijah, and ETijah was fit for the times.
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V"GG v]lowcomes the _messa e of Judgment .4

\_5_4 GMon-H\s Dma?},f/ /—/c:aaw i
% As ijah' e of prayer and stud of the romises of God, he
now can speak with authorit udgment o0 ing to fall upon
- 7s_people for their i1dolatrous practices.
One man of se a it is that
1ghts for you, as He has promised you.

How comfortable and secure Elijah feels speaking forth a message which has
e authority of God's word behind 1t.

Here fo i i ijah is in the public eye, He speaks a message

'r and then he makes an exit. Probably the response of those who heard w n
‘r‘_K.& '~ of great laughter. Ha! Ha! Ha! t be some maniac_w .;,l,s

2~ | Mtcome and give such a ridicyplous prophecy.
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In endeav0r1ng to break down these verses that remain in the chapter, jtods

Howard Hendricks who u ords to outline the progressio |
rest of A4he passage. A : a o, heaplaces the word ! and.
th ‘_‘-,-i; ive and six, the £
( onse, ') and vers SAtest !
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Next, let us examine the.zig_;ufn'
‘rom here and turn eastwart. d [e

S east or_the Jo

The Lord asks the prophet to go from this location aqd to turn to the east
with the purpose of hiding himself by the brook Cherith, which is east of
the Jordan.

signment, the Lord now wants to take His
i t major confrontation.
wou ave been easy for Elijah to balk here, and to hav 1S com-
mand of the Lord, but because he is sensitive to the fact that the Lord knows

what is best he_is 1Eﬂggjgte1E obedient. Perhaps his going back to Fhe eastern
side of Jordan 1 ewhat 11ke going back to the homeland since this was also

the locatio Gilead.
In palace, the laughter had begun to turn to fear imes for
1 a , and the Ta “Peginning to experience the

arks of the prophesied drought, and now everyone is beginning to search
for the prophet who spoke these words. He is searched for in every city,
in every village, and in all the desert places. £
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* - e _assure Lord’s Jorotectionfand jprovisiony
d‘g,pv“" John 14:27: "Peace I Teave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world:

. aﬂdﬁ‘jggggag?ﬂ?‘ivgive-tO'ybu. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be
A ,ptip s

u’“y» How much E1iJ also serve who o sta

b, oy b Loty 1] ‘

- I ng patienc | answers the Eggx-
er of His servant. For John the gag"wsjn 1t was from the deserts he came to

ring his message. For Jesus C1r1s§, it was forty days and forty nights in

M As .(.the wilderness. For the apostie Paul m times in prison that the
‘&J}u_/LLord used these experiences to enrich hd for their future public

v

ministry.

Tgﬁ shalt thou dwell in the Tand, and verily
ng rst the Kingdom C sd—and - HI
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é. ‘ghall-be added unto you.

Just like the Lord miraculously provided for the children Tfshhessiiidren of
Israel in the wilderness in giving them manna on a daily basis to meet their
qef'needs, and' uail for meat, and water in the desert, so the Lord faithfully
L ng uses the birds to bring Erovision To, Elijah by the brook Cherith.
1
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godliness actually is a means of great gain when ac-

ntment. We brought nothing into the world so we cannot
"'ﬁ'_;‘iff;,.;_';ither!?,- And if we have food and covering, with these

sigiven in

{ _.: “M 6. )'So he went and did according to
he Lord, for®

2 ndATved By the Brook Cherith, which 1S
ht him bread and meat in the mornin

meat—in_the eve : drink_from the—broo n
‘glmm;' response, get the (Lo yesponse.
As Elijah is obedient~and did according to the word of the Lords—the LOY .
was faithful to His promise that He had made in verse 4 and gave the pr'ov1s1_t.)n£" N
for Elijah when he was in the place of the Father's will. :}A,L z
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W{"Lﬁ andricks points—eut-en.thi "I am sure many people, perhaps you, are = 3

VA r al ook: T d be financial, it could be Rl @ — o C S

g etual for those in school, it could be ional, it could 7 7”‘“‘*
v , you're asking. "Lords.what.happened?” And He answers, wrdF el

~+ "Nothing. I'm just answering your prayer.” Put yourself in Elijah's position — =

¢ M"” for just a moment. Here he sits and the brook dimishes, becomes a trickle, pus iz

)‘ then only a few puddles are left, and then even they evaporate. How do you b1
respond to that. I have the highest respect for Elijah. I wouldn't have been =3
able to sit there and watch the brook diminish. I-would have gotten out my mﬂ‘*j‘“hZ
road map and began looking for another water hole in the area. o

. “\)@ i i But Elijah sat by the drying brook. Can ~ = -
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you magine what he must have thought. "How come the brook is drying up?

Do (0] Ubagcaused. hat?" Finally it dawned on him with impact: the brook is7drying
\ iﬂj( ' up because I prayed that it would. Sometimes you've asked, "W
%gﬁ\ ; 4{\_ Wﬂ.“ and He took you at your word and began the process, and you said. o
. /{hﬁ ord, what happened? Why did you allow this to come into my life? What are
;0\‘( you doing w1*lch this drying brook?" He answers, "Nothing,except answering your
rayer." Don't eve us _Chris was a son, yet learned
Tu_f“ - obedience by the things which He_sgﬂ'g_\rﬂ% Perhaps the Spirit of God 15 Saying -

\ “‘-\c v to many of us tcr)l'day, "I want to minister through you, but before I can_ever
v minister through you, I must minister to you." Don't despise the educationa
a\ St = - e e ore R v o Mmm»%n ey G
?Q.‘v'h experience o ﬁmrmimaMrﬁ Don't throw in the towel. Let patience havé
\

\ \ _ertp?fiécﬁ-wogk, that you may be mature and complete. He wants to make you 5

W just like His Son. . u
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QO/ What are the lessons we learned from these first seven verses@of all,
we learned that the Li i jyve, and His word tells us that a ings are

nak(_ed and open to the eyes of Him with whom we bave—tq do. Because He is alive, '
He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. em it is before this living
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Ggg that we §;gng, We're going to be held accountable. We've been given a
Tfe to live, and how shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation? It
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 1iving God. Because we are
going to stand before Him, it is the longing desire of our hearts that we
might hear, "Well done, thou_geed-and faithful servant. Enter into the joys
that I've prepared fo Tirdly we have Tearned from this serie

studies that when the Lord commandS3i-it 1S o espons

lesson S :

*1 ‘fal Lorl 15 Alve, Awave « Active 1n our [rves .
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Tone: Commend

Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you
can understand what he is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the
roof and so on: you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised.

But presently he starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not
seem to make sense. What on earth is he up to? The explanation is that he is building quite a
different house from the one you thought of—throwing out a new wing here, putting on an
extra floor there, running up towers, making courtyards.

You thought you were going to be made into a decent little cottage, but He is building up a
palace. He intends to come and live in it himself.

C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity submitted by Andy Scarcliffe, Edinburgh, Scotland
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