What You Need to Know About ELIJAH:

“Someone Who Watched God at Work”

Study Number One - 1 Kings 17:1-7

Before you can study Elijjah’s life, we need to realize that there
are two guys who have names that are very similar. We have
Elijah and then we have Elisha.

Elisha is the guy who takes Elijah’s place. Elijjah is that
prophet who seems to come out of nowhere and he confronts
an apostate and immoral generation with a message of
judgment from God. And then it’s a marvelous story about
how God preserves him and makes provision for him.

In order to get in our minds where he is located, we have to
know two things. We have to have a little bit of historical
background and then a little bit of religious background. So
we need a few minutes to turn to the historical.

Back in Genesis 12 God gave Abraham an unconditional
covenant that through him the Messiah was going to
eventually come. Of course that’s the beginning of the nation
Israel. Abraham’s promises were passed on to Isaac and then
on to Jacob. Out of Jacob came those 12 tribes of Israel. And
Judah was the one through whom the promise was going to
come.



Well after they spent 300 years in a land that was not theirs—
down in the land of Egypt—Moses was the one who led them
out. They got to the shores of the Jordan River in Kadesh
Barnea and they formed a committee instead of going on and
believing God. Then ten guys said they couldn’t and two said
they could go into the land, so the Lord said, “Since you're
gonna live in unbelief you're just gonna die in the wilderness.”
So 40 years went by and then Joshua had the privilege of
taking the people into the land.

You would think that once they finally got to the land of
Canaan 1t would be uphill, but it went downhill immediately.
There’s a time of great victory going in and celebration but
when we get to the book of Judges there are some of the very
same ingredients we have in our society today that are
dominant. And the last verse in the book of Judges says,
“everybody did that which was right in his own eyes.”

They’re living in anarchy. They’re living above the law and
authority. Nobody is listening to anyone at this particular
point.

When the book of 1 Samuel opens the people are so upset with
all of this anarchy, and “everybody doing everything which is
right in their own eyes,” they tell the prophet of God they
want to be like everybody else. And everybody else has a king
that represents them.

Samuel just goes up in smoke because he was planning on
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kind of taking the reins of the thing. And the Lord says to
Samuel, “Look, don’t reject them. They're rejecting Me not
you, so just don’t worry about it. We'll give them a king.”

Saul became their king. Now Saul was the kind of guy who
never found time in his life to repent. He never had a personal
relationship with God. He always talked about “the Lord your
God” but never “the Lord my God.”

Saul’s reins of authority are given over to David—a man after
God’s own heart. And from David it passes into the hands of
Solomon.

Solomon starts out like a house on fire but he becomes a
flamboyant playboy. In his life in the end nobody’s really sad
that he departed the same.

Something tragic happened and that was in 983 B.C. The
kingdom of Israel divided. And this helps us understand our
Bible, if we know this. When Solomon got through, the
kingdom is split in half. There’s a civil war. And we have
Israel in the north and Judah down in the south.

Israel up in the north had a city called Samaria that was its
capital. And down in the south Judah had the city of
Jerusalem.

Now when we read the books of Kings and Chronicles, we’ll
see a statement like this: “and Jehoshaphat did that which
was right in the eyes of the Lord.”
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And then we’ll read another one that says, “Ahab did evil in
the sight of the Lord.”

In the southern kingdom there are some guys that do “that
which is right in the eyes of the Lord.” There are a few good
guys sprinkled in among all these kings—and some bad ones
too.

When we look at the north, all of them are all bad. There’s not
one guy who “did that which was right in the eyes of the
Lord.” Now, 56 years from the 983 B.C.—when the kingdom
divided—Israel in the North already had six kings. And
they’'ve had a string of six bad ones.

Number seven comes on the scene. And number seven 1s no
better than the other six. There’s been bloodshed, there’s been
a power struggle, there’s been all kinds of cruddy stuff going
on behind the scenes. And when Ahab comes on the scene, he

1s number seven. Want to hear what the text has to say about
him?

1 Kings 16:30-33

And Ahab the son of Omri1 did evil in the sight of the Lord,
more than all who were before him. And 1t came about, as
though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the sins of
Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, that he married Jezebel the
daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and went to serve
Baal and worshipped him. So he erected an altar for Baal in
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the house of Baal, which he built in Samaria. And Ahab also
made the Asherah. Thus Ahab did more to provoke the Lord
God of Israel, than all the kings of Israel who were before him:

Ahab, for political reasons, married this girl who was the
daughter of the king of the Phoenicians. It was a political
move. Basically, they marry these women and carry some
clout. He did it politically.

And when he brings Jezebel into the city of Samaria and into
the religion of God’s people she says, “Look, Jehovah’s the God
of the past. I want to give you the god of the present. He’s the
god of fertility. He’s the god of good crops. He’s the god taking
care of inflation. Economic recovery and all that stuff.” And
she’s making all these phenomenal promises.

Ahab has some good things. He’s a military strategist. He
builds a gorgeous house of ivory in the city of Samaria during
his reign. He’s tough in some ways but in other ways he’s the
weakest of all the kings because Jezebel wears the pants in
the family. He kind of lets her run everything. And we'’re
going to see sometimes during the story just how spoiled he is
and how he really lets it all take place.

Ahab, is a lot like king of Saul. He never found time to repent.
He never came into a personal relationship with God. He
never got it together with God. And the relationship, so we
can kind of get a handle on 1t, is like Richard Burton and Liz
Taylor. That’s basically the best way to describe what it looks
like when we have Ahab and Jezebel together.
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Okay, now that’s historical. That’s where we are. We're
getting ready to have our hero enter here in the story. Fifty-
six years deep into the kingdom in the north, capital of
Samaria. Ahab’s the bad guy. Jezebel his wife has no rivals, as
far as women are concerned, to bring about and perpetrate
problems and evil.

Now, looking at it religiously. When she came in, she came
into the marriage with the understanding that all the
prophets of Baal would receive all of their meals and benefits
from the government. So they all ate at the table in the White
House. They all got to have all of their room and board and
everything taken care of because she introduced the worship
of Baal to everybody.

She’s very cruel, but she 1s promising them that with this new
religion there is going to be a chicken in every pot and two
cars In every garage—there’s guaranteed economic recovery
and all of that.

Now there is another problem. In Baal worship there is child
sacrifice. In Baal worship there is immorality. And in Baal
worship there are women leaders.

Now, we look at those three things and it says that “Ahab did
more to provoke the Lord God” than anybody else. And we
stop and ask ourselves a question: If God got so mad at that
1mmoral society on the edge of God’s judgment by the fact that
they had human sacrifices, immorality and women leaders,
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doesn’t that kind of scare us just a tad to think that we are
fighting abortion, the gay movement and women’s lib all in
our generation?

We'’re getting close to wrapping things up.

1 Thessalonians 5:2-3

The day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. And
they will be saying, “Peace and safety!” but sudden
destruction will come upon them like birth pains on a woman
in labor.

We're just sitting around biding time and we don’t really think
that anything significant is gonna happen in our lifetime. But
1t’s getting close.

If someone doesn’t know Jesus they should be a little bit
scared because we might not meet again. There’s nothing
prophetically in the way of the Lord coming to take us home.
And here 1s this northern kingdom. They’re on the brink of
tremendous economic collapse because of these things that are
going on in their lives.

Enter Elijah the Tishbite! Here he comes storming into the
palace of Ahab and Jezebel. Now that we have all the history
behind us, now we can get into the story.

v. 1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of
Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel
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lives, before whom I stand, surely there shall be
neither dew nor rain these years, except by my
word.”

“Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead,
said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel lives, before
whom I stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these
years, except by my word.”

His name means “my God 1s Jehovah.” He just comes wailing

into the presence of the palace. And he has a message for
Ahab. Now it says “Elijah the Tishbite.” He’s from Tishby.

Tishby is over on the eastern side of Jordan in the land of
Gilead. He’s a tough character. How does he come storming
into the palace with this wild message all of a sudden?

And there are some clues in the Bible in some other places. He
didn’t come in just because he had a dream or he wanted to all
of a sudden get some press coverage because he was
courageous enough to confront everybody.

Elijah was a very godly man. James 5 tells us he spent a lot of
time praying. He said he was a very righteous, prayerful
man—camel knees—he spent a lot of time on them.

And as a praying man he probably read Moses’ farewell
address in Deuteronomy. Because this is what the Lord says
in Deuteronomy chapter 11. Moses 1s giving his farewell
address to the people before they go into the land to warn
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them. And this is what he says:

Deuteronomy 11:16-17

Beware lest your hearts be deceived, and you turn away and
serve other gods and worship them or the anger of the Lord
will be kindled against you, and He will shut up the heavens
so that there will be no rain, and the ground will not yield its
fruit, and you will perish quickly from the good land which the
Lord is giving you.

Probably he read that in devotions one morning and he said,
“Lord, you know, I think we’re living in those times.”

“Here my Lord, but send Aaron!”

“Look, you know somebody really needs to go up there and tell
Ahab and Jezebel how the cow eats the cabbage. And if that’s
in the Bible and it isn’t gonna rain!”

Ever prayed about something and then God just puts His
finger on our shoulder and says, “Hey get moving. I burdened
you with that.”

And Elijjah 1is looking for somebody else. But the Lord really
puts a burden on him to go tell them. And this renegade
preacher from the rural regions goes up there and wraps the
knuckles of royalty. Boy he really gets them.

And as he goes up there he volunteers to tell them and he
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says, “As the Lord lives, the God of Israel lives, before whom I
stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years,
except by my word.”

Now let’s break that down. “As the Lord, the God of Israel
lives”—that’s kind of scary, isn’t it?

“Do you know what that means to you Ahab? Do you know
what that means to you Jezebel? What you're doing, you ain’t
getting away with 1t.”

Hebrews 4:13 says:

Hebrews 4:13

All things are naked and open to the eyes of him with whom
we have to do.

“You know Ahab and Jezebel, God’s alive. And because He’s
alive, you can make three suppositions:”

1. He’s aware of what’s going on in our life.
2.  We can anticipate meeting Him one of these days.

3. We're going to be accountable for our life because He’s
alive.

Now that’s enough to scare them to death. Because they
thought they were getting away with all of this.
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2 Chronicles 16:9

The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole
earth to show himself strong on behalf of those whose hearts
are right with Him.

Doesn’t that kind of get to us when we realize that sometimes
maybe we’re getting away with what we’re living?

Galatians 6:7

for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

The Lord knows what’s going on in our life. There are no
secrets with Him. He 1s alive and He’s aware. And ultimately
we're going to be held accountable before Him.

And Hebrews 10:31 says:

Hebrews 10:31

It’s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
Now, the next thing that he says is:

“before whom I stand,”

“Now Ahab, you and Jezebel might get kind of ticked but I'm

telling you I'm standing before God. You touch me man, you're
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touching the apple of His eye so just be careful here that you
don’t get too angry about what I'm telling you. I'm standing
before God and I'm delivering a message for the Lord.”

And as he says that, we are reminded of Philippians 2 where
1t says:

Philippians 2:10-11

Every knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that
Jesus Christ i1s Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Here’s the message. Here it comes. This is the message of
judgment:

“surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except
by my word.”

Now it’s already been six months when he comes in here. And
they haven’t had any rain. And it’s getting a little dry. But we
can almost see some of those guys saying, “When did this guy
get out of the crazy house? How in the world did he get in
here? He’s crazy talking about the fact that it isn’t going to
rain until he says it’s gonna rain. Hahaha.”

You know I'm doing 2 Peter right now. In 2 Peter 3 it says,
“people are gonna laugh and say, ‘Where 1s the sign of His
coming?” (see 2 Peter 3:3-4).

Talk about relevant. He’s been gone for 2,000 years. He ain’t
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coming back, huh? He never made a promise but what He’s
gonna fulfill. Just because He isn’t here yet means that He
loves us enough to delay long enough for us to get right with
Him. That’s really what that means.

A day with Him is like a thousand years, and a thousand
years like one day. (see 2 Peter 3:8)

And every day that He waits is because He loves us and He
loves those who still haven’t come to know Him. That’s what 2
Peter 3:9 says: “The Lord’s not willing that any should perish
but that all should come to repentance.”

So here we've got it. We've got the message now given.

“there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my
word.”

Eljjah probably wished that when God revealed His plan to
him of what He was going to do, that God laid it all out and
said, “Now look, you're going to go up there and you’re going to
do this. And I'm gonna take you over here and I'm going to
take you over here”?

If we’re waiting until God lays it all out there so we have the
big picture, friend, we’re gonna miss it.

The Lord never gives new instructions until we fulfill the old

ones. And they don’t come in big pictures. They come on a

daily basis. We are to take up our cross daily and follow Him.
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Isaiah 30:21

Your ears shall hear a word behind you saying, “This i1s the
way. Walk ye in it. When you turn to the right hand, when
you turn to the left.”

God gives us just enough to keep us going. He told him to go
up there and give that message. Now it’s really cool, because
as soon as he gets done with that, right from then he doesn’t
get the whole plan but the Lord comes with another word.

And that little phrase: “And the word of the Lord came to him,
saying,” comes at all the critical points.

We're going to see it in our next study in the first thing he’s
going to do. Elijah will never violate that. He will not make a
decision or move ahead until he has a definite word from the
Lord that this 1s what he’s supposed to do.

v. 2 And the word of the Lord came to him, saying,
“And the word of the Lord came to him, saying,”

Remember when Saul was on the road up to Damascus and
the great light came? And the Lord said after he had been
stricken blind: “arise and go into the city and it shall be told
you what you must do.” (see Acts 9:6)

After the blindness experience the Lord gives him the next
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step. And after that the next step, and the next step.

He does not lead me year by year
Nor even day by day

But step by step my path unfolds
My Lord directs my way.

Tomorrow’s plans I do not know,
I only know this minute.
But he will say, “This is the way,
by faith go walk ye in it.”

I'm glad that it is so,

Today’s enough to bear.

When tomorrow comes

His grace shall far exceed his care.

What need to worry,

Never fret

The God who holds all my moments in His hand,
Gives them one by one.

(source unknown)

And He knows what’s best. And He knows how to take care of
us.

“And the word of the Lord now comes to him, saying,”
To outline the rest of the verses—verses 2-7:
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1. In verses 2 and 3 we have a COMMAND,
2. 1n verse 4 we have a PROMISE,
3. 1n verses 5 and 6 we have the RESPONSE, and

4. 1n verse 7 we have a TEST.

Now what’s in the rest of the verses? Let’s look at the
command 1n verse 3.

v. 3 “Go away from here and turn eastward, and hide
yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the
Jordan.

““Go away from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by
the brook Cherith, which 1s east of the Jordan.”

Now having fulfilled his public ministry the Lord says,
“Go...hide yourself.” We would probably have a tendency to
baulk a tad at that point. If we’d gotten some press coverage
and we were in the middle of things we might say, “Listen! I
just got up here. What do you mean go hide? Get away
somewhere?”

The Lord knows that the problem for Elijjah is gonna get real
serious. He’s going to become number one on the FBI's most
wanted list as soon as Ahab finds that it doesn’t rain for 18
months. They’re going to be looking for him.
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And so the Lord’s making preparations. He’s saying, “You
might not understand it right now Elijjah, but go hide. And go
where I tell you because where you're gonna go is where I'm
gonna make provision for you.”

And so he says to him:

“Go away from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by
the brook Cherith, which 1s east of the Jordan.”

Well, Eljjah’s going to need some protection and provision.
The Lord says, “This 1s what I want you to do.”

The Lord never gives us a command so we can evaluate it and
see whether we want to obey it or not. When the Lord makes
1t clear what He wants, our responsibility is obedience.

And that is a neat thing about Elijjah. We never see him hung
up on asking “why?” when the Lord gives a command. We
never see him hung up on waiting. He 1s immediately
obedient. It’s so cool. And he never goes anywhere unless he
has a definite word from the Lord that this is what he’s
supposed to do. And that’s what makes his life so effective.

John 14:27 1s a neat a verse to put there:

John 14:27

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you. Not as the
world gives, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
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neither let 1t be afraid.

Now, in this rocky retreat where he’s going to go, he’s going to
have to “trust in the Lord and do good so shall he dwell in the
land and verily he shall be fed.”

He’s going to “seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness and then all this other’s gonna be added unto
him” (Matthew 6:33).

So look at the promise. It’s interesting how the Lord gives a
command and He gives a promise right after it.

v. 4 And it shall be that you shall drink of the brook,
and I have commanded the ravens to provide for
you there.”

“And 1t shall be that you shall drink of the brook, and I have
commanded the ravens to provide for you”—where?—“there.”

Remember Joseph? Joseph told daddy Jacob, “Come down to
Goshen—and I will provide for you there. Daddy I'm not
sending any more grain trains to the land of Canaan to take
care of you. Your provision happens to be in the land of
Goshen. Now if you want to get hooked up with the provision
I've got for you, then get to Goshen.”

“I want to tell you Elijah, you can go wherever you want in the
land. But I'm going to protect you in this hidden, rocky
retreat. And every day I'm going to have the ravens fly into
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there.”

The Lord will never supply all our needs when we’re out of His
will. We can’t claim those promises when we’re out of His will.

The big problem with a lot of people is they’re breaking
promises. They’re breaking promises and they’re pleading
promises at the same time.

As we'’re disobedient and we’re not where He wants us to be,
we can’t plead the promises. We don’t have any basis for that.
But if we want God to fulfill His promises in our life, then we
need to be right with Him with an obedient heart. If we’re not
breaking principles and pleading promises He’s going to make
provision for our every need. And many times a need in our
life 1s an indication that we’re out of His will. Or that He’s
getting ready to move us somewhere else in His will.

And for Elijjah the command comes. Now, are we willing to go?

Remember the Prodigal son? In the far country he was
starving to death and he longed to fill himself with the husks
that the pigs were eating. And this little Jewish boy says he
finally came to his senses and said, “How many of my father’s
servants have more bread than they can eat and I'm perishing
here with hunger?” (see Luke 15:17)

He went from here to there. The provision was home with dad.

And when he got there the provision was all made for him.

But he was in the wrong place so that was the reason he faced
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such a difficult set of circumstances.

Are we 1n His will? Do we know that? If we don’t, don’t keep
on breaking principles and pleading promises because that
won’t do anything. We’re hung up until we get ourselves right
in the center of His will.

Well, what’s the response? Look at verses 5 and 6.

v. 5 So he went and did according to the word of the
Lord, for he went and lived by the brook Cherith,
which is east of the Jordan.

“So he went and did according to the word of the Lord, for he
went and lived by the brook Cherith, which is east of the
Jordan.”

v. 6 And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the
morning and bread and meat in the evening, and he
would drink from the brook.

“And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning
and bread and meat in the evening, and he would drink from

the brook.”

All of his needs were taken care of. He had about eighteen
months here at this little rocky retreat. And the birds are
flying in the morning and in the evening. And he was having a
good time, singing “Let’s just praise the Lord!” He was eating
and having a great time rejoicing.
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“And he lived happily ever after and nothing ever happened!”
Is that what the text said?

Now some people think that. They think that grace is a ticket
to Fantasy Island. They think that it is to get it together and
we get goosebumps and we live happily ever after. And then
everything falls apart and they wonder what in the world
happened. Why in the world did they get mixed up in this?

v. 7 And it happened after a while, that the brook dried
up, because there was no rain in the land.

“And 1t happened after a while, that the brook dried up,
because there was no rain in the land.”

Ever asked the question, why did that brook dry up?

How can we have a drying brook in the middle of the will of
God? Ever wondered, how can we have this going on in our life
and we're a Christian and we're in the will of God?

Ever stop to think just once, how long it took Elijah to figure
out that the brook drying up was ultimately an answer to his
prayer that it would not rain for three and a half years?

Sometimes 1n our life, bless your heart, we never learn that
God 1s answering our prayer by drying up the brook that we're
sitting by.
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When’s the last time we said “Lord, make me more patient!”
My goodness that’s a terrible prayer. The Lord will never hear
that prayer but He'll give us an opportunity to exercise it with
something pretty miserable in our life.

We have to have something to endure so we can learn it. And
1t might be a person. It might be a place. It might be a
happening, but it really tears us up. Or we’re hung up on
delay like Abraham was for 25 years before Isaac was ever
born so he could learn patience.

Ever prayed, “Lord, help me grow and make me more like
Jesus”? And then He puts His hand on our life and we just fly
apart!

The Lord’s just saying, “I'm answering your prayer! I'm
making you more like Him.”

Peter says, “I'm grateful for that fiery trial which is try my
faith because it’s making my faith like pure gold.” (ref. 1 Peter
1:7)

And here, for Elijah, in the middle of the will of God, he’s had
a command and responded to it. Now God gives him a test.

We will find that tests will come into our life because He
wants to teach us to trust in Him and not in the gifts which

He gives us.
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“Eljjah, 1t’s no small thing that this brook’s drying up. I just
want you to trust Me while it’s drying up.”

Now we should admire him. Because when a brook’s drying up
we're moving on to higher ground. We're looking for more
brooks. We're usually running about fifteen yards ahead of the
Lord. Most of us are like that. We just can’t sit and wait.

“Wait on the Lord, be of good courage and I'll strengthen thy
heart. Wait on the Lord.” (Psalm 27:14)

He stays there. And he stays there. And he stays there.

Now what’s our drying brook? Maybe it’s physical. Maybe it’s
financial. Maybe 1t’'s emotional. Maybe we just feel like David.
Our moisture has been turning to the drought of summer.
We've just been rung out.

Maybe i1t’s spiritual. Maybe we're just saying, “Lord, what in
the world happened? Where have You been all of my life? I'm
sitting here and nothing’s happening!”

We turn from our failing Cherith to our unfailing Savior. The
Lord wants us to look to Him.

It’s like Peter sinking down in those waves, turns his eyes
back on the Lord. And the Lord just brings him right up out of
the water. The Lord’s hand is always under us.

“The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord and he
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delights in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast
down, for the Lord upholds him with his hand.” (ref. Psalm
37:23, 24)

Someone once said, “To fall on your face is human, but to lie
there 1s disgrace.”

Get up. Keep going. Finish strong. Don’t ever forget that Jesus
Christ learned obedience by the things which He suffered.

Hebrews 5:8

My soul wait thou only upon God, for my expectation is from
Him.

Get to that place where we say, “God, the next move 1s Yours!
I want You to tell me what to do.”

And don’t take it into our own hands. Wait for Him.

Well, we're going to leave him sitting by the brook. It’s a mud
puddle. Tune for the next exciting episode as the world turns
in the life of Elijjah.

We get several lessons from our study.

Lesson #1: The Lord 1s alive, He’s aware, and He’s active in
your life.

Lesson #2: We are going to stand before Him and He will
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render a verdict.
Do we feel comfortable with that verdict?

If we have not come to know Christ in a personal way, the
righteousness of Christ is not ours. We aren’t gonna make it.

Our righteousness will not avail no matter how moral we are
as a person. It’s only a relationship to Christ. We're going to
stand before Him and He will render a verdict.

Lesson #3: The Lord will provide for you in the center of His
will.

Lesson #4: The Lord allows tests to develop character.

Lesson #5: We ought to be looking for and looking like Jesus
Christ.

We ought to be looking for Him and begin to look like Him if
the Spirit of God is doing His unhindered work in our lives.

Where does the study find each of us?

Father, we pray for each one, that You’d enrich their lives

with a blessing forged out of Your Word from this time of

study. Lord we would pray You'd watch between us, provide

for our needs. If perchance You choose to come soon, we’d sure

be excited if we could all meet You around the throne. And we

would pray that if there’s anybody with any uncertainty about
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that, they’ll pull their act together by inviting Christ into their
lives. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

26



What You Need to Know About ELIJAH:
“Someone Who Watched God at Work”

Study Number One - 1 Kings 17:1-7

Notes
v. 1 Now Elijjah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said
to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand,
surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by
my word.”
v. 2 And the word of the Lord came to him, saying,
v. 3 “Go away from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by
the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.
v. 4 And it shall be that you shall drink of the brook, and I have
commanded the ravens to provide for you there.”
v. 5 So he went and did according to the word of the Lord, for he
went and lived by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan.
v. 6 And the ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning
and bread and meat in the evening, and he would drink from the
brook.
v. 7 And it happened after a while, that the brook dried up,
because there was no rain in the land.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 17:1-7 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.
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2. What message from the Lord is given by Elijjah in verse 1?

3. What command is given by the Lord to Elijah in verse 3?

4. What provision has the Lord made for Elijah in verse 47

5. What was Eljjah’s response to this command from the Lord
in verse 57

6. Read Philippians 4:19 and compare it with verse 6.
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7. Read 1 Timothy 6:6-8 and also compare it with verse 6.

8. Why do you suppose the brook dried up, according to verse
7?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: The Lord 1s alive, aware, and active in our lives.

LESSON #2: We are going to stand before Him and He will
render a verdict.

LESSON #3: The Lord will provide for you in the center of His
will.

LESSON #4: The Lord allows tests to develop character.

LESSON #5: We ought to be those who are looking for and
looking like our Lord.
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