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Thousands are coming to hear him preach. His ministry has gone global. He has a new book
coming out. That's quite a résumé for a boy without any arms or legs!

Nick Vujicic, a 25-year-old Australian, was born without limbs. Vujicic's parents, devout
Christians who planted a church in Australia 11 months before Nick was born, found it hard to
understand how God could use their son's loss for good. But he has.

Reading in Sunday school about being made in the image of God seemed like a cruel joke to
Nick. He seesawed between despair and begging God to grow arms and legs for him. He
contemplated suicide the year he turned 8. When he was 15, though, one story in the Bible
answered one of his toughest questions.

"When I read the story of the blind man ... Jesus said he was born so that the work of God
could be revealed through him," Vujicic said. "That gave me peace. I said, 'Lord, here I am.
Use me. Mold me. Make me the man you want me to be."

Vujicic learned to write using the two toes on a partial foot that protrudes from his body. He
also learned how to throw tennis balls, answer the phone, walk, and swim. He invented new
ways to shave and brush his own teeth. He even earned double degrees in accounting and
financial planning by age 21. He has since become a motivational speaker to Christian
congregations in over 12 countries, and he has ministered to over two million people face to
face. He also oversees Life Without Limbs, an organization for the physically disabled. No Armg,
No Legs, No Worries, his first book, is scheduled for release in 2009.

Van Morris, Mount Washington, Kentucky,; source: Ruth Schenk, "No Arms, No Legs, No Worries: Man Uses Disabilities
to Reach the Masses,"” The Southeast Outlook (11-29-07)
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STUDY NUMBER TWO Jabe

I Kings 17:8-24

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying,

“Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and stay there; be-
hold, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you."

So he arose and went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of

the city, behold, a widow was there gathering sticks; and he called
go_hﬁr and said, "Please get me a little water in a jar, that I may
rink."

And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, "Please
bring me a piece of bread in your hand."

But she said, "As the Lord your God Tives, I have no bread, only a
handful of flour in the bowl and a little o0il in the jar; and behold,

I am gathering a few sticks that I may go in and prepare for me and my
son, that we may eat it and die."

Then Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go, do as you have said, but make

me a little bread cake from it first, and bring it out to me, and after-

ward you may make one for yourself and for your son.

“"For thus says the Lord God of Israel, 'The bowl of flour shall not be

exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil be empty, until the day that the
Lord sends rain on the face of the earth.'"

So she went and did according to the word of Elijah, and she and he and
her household ate for many days.

The bowl of flour was not exhausted nor did the jar of o0il become empty,

according to the word of the Lord which He spoke through E1ijah.

Now it came about after these things, that the son of the woman, the

mistress of the house, became sick; and his sickness was so severe,
that there was no breath left in him.

So she said to Elijah, "What do I have to do with you, O man of God?

You have come to me to bring my iniquity to remembrance, and to put

my son to death!"

And he said to her, "Give me your son." Then he took him from her bosom

and carried him up to the upper room where he was 1living, and laid him
on his own bed.

And he called to the Lord and said,"O Lord my God, hast Thou also
brought calamity to the widow with whom I am staying, by causing her
son to die?"

Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and called to the
Lord, and said, "O Lord my God, I pray Thee, let this child's life re-
turn to him."

And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah, and the 1ife of the child re-
turned to him and he revived.

And ETijah took the child, and brought him down from the upper room
into the house and gave him to his mother; and Elijah said,"See,

your son is alive."

Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now I know that you are a man of God,
and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth."
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INTRODUCTION:

We noted together in our first study of the 1ife of Elijah that he was a
man of God who came on the scene from Gilead and challenged Ahab with the
message of judgment that because of his 1do]atry and the idolatry of his
wife, Jezebel, there would be no dew or rain upon the earth except by his
word. After this public appearance on the part of Elijah, he is_commanded
by the Lord to go hide himself by the brook Cherith, and there by means of
the ravens and the water from the brook Elijah w11T'have his phys1ca1 needs
pdfgr. We left Elijah in our previous study with
se 7 euwm,"ﬂﬂﬁ-w~vﬂ*ﬂ«-wwf- 1€, tha:
e there was no rain in the land."

I'm sure it must have been a real test to Elijah to watch the brook dry up,

to see it turn from a trickling stream 1nto Just puddies, and then finally

to completely dry up. It _is awfully tough in a situation like this not to
et worried and anxious and want to do something, especially when there

s_the conflict between faith and sight. - mu’/ 4o jﬂ% 5,{“,“(_,(,1{-{.,“:,

Say g
Faith is often tried the most by the slow process of time and the achieve-
ment of the Father's will.
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/1t is one of the

est'forms of obedience to stay at our post even though

Y we are unable to may have to endure consi le
hardship to remain. Go 1ijah the t., Until He sBoke aﬁain:
ne would abide
How terrible has been the plight of those who have rushed ahead of the Lg;ﬂ

¢5 and not been patient to wait for a new word of instruction from Him. It 1S

was) Meyer who said When we are most eager to act 1S e time when we
ake the most picitul mistake."

Althou h the b dried up and there was no new word from the Lord, the
ggogﬁet patien! its_to hear what the Lord would have him do. Inj{verses &}
Tg;//// we find this faith and trust rewarded by a new word from he Lord b
\Verse 8[ it i i e W ;1. ,&.AZT
The Tittle wora@’eﬂ)—s—us realize that theILord is aIwaz; on ;mgé True,
many times it se@ms our eyes that all hope s gone and He's too late, but
: then the Lord speaks and all is changed. Toithe disciples the water was filling
¢ the boat in Mark chapter 4, and then the Master speaks, "Peace.be still;",and
W\ the wind and the waves obeyed His voice. Johw V7 ,J,VJ Yer Ave Laf ~

recorded o S N e book of Samue hat when Samue]l delayed, Saul forced
’//‘ hi SE]f to make a sacrifice jp direct disobedience to the word of the Lord. It
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on the Mediterranean Sea between Tyre and Sidon. It is also the homeland of
Ethbaal, the king of that region and father of Jezebel. This is ;;g!! a geu
Pk e

trial of faith presented to Elijah to cross all the way from Che
coast because now he's going into the very heart of Baa] worship, and 1t cer-

tainly seems like a very dangerous nment to : f
a human point of view, Wou e veryleasy or him to be discovered.

vide for you."

Evidently the stay of E11Jah by the brook Cherith was probably somewhere be-

twe ear_to 18 months in _duration. The time of his stay with the widow at
__LZar ephafﬁ was approx1'matelx two_years. B.ble c.w.wkv- av-l- OF our Moderm day
Covvie cewn

The Lord Jesus h1mse1f s-eaks of th1s w1d0w in a‘r:;f?-- ¥

u«:tmy thare were many w1dows 1n Israe] in the days of E11Jah when
sky was shut up for three years and six months when a great famine came
over all the land. And yet Elijah was sent to none of them, but only to Zare-
phath in the land of Sidon to a woman who was a widow.'"

6-28, "For consider your call, brethren, that there were not many

yise according to the flesh, not many m1ghty, not many noble, but God has
chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen
the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, and the
base things of the world and the despised. God has chosen the things that are
. hat He might unl1ify the things that are."

who will carry out this function of ma ing provision for his needs 1S
of famine and crisis.

It was necessary for the prophet to travel about a hundred miles and was neces-
sary probably for him to do much of this at night [est he be noticed by the
population as the man most wanted by the king and the queen. Fi B.T. Mc_“t Wa.n+c¢l

Es@jqoes on to say, “WHenLhEyeaiie E6/ the gate of gilbmﬂf
'a -“*r*ﬂ§uh*s»ick§a" The prob1em of the am1ne and the crisis

ﬁgnot”onxy touched Israel, but had now reached the surrounding area as well.
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This poor woman was at her extremity, as we will notice in the next verses.
She is gathering sticks far‘g_fma' fire and the baking of her last meal for
N a cake to sustain 1ife as long as possible, and a fir rink of water, and
then she was preparing herself to die.

X The prophet Elijah calls to her and says, 'M
X}y E may .." Exhausted from the journey and in need of water, he

‘uses this in his opemng statement of test to determine whether or not she is
the widow that the Lord meant when He spoke to him by the brook Cherith.

qcognﬁze'hTm as a prophet and'an Isrde11te who has a re'at1onsh1p with this
1iving God.

She goes on to say, ™

s her reason for gathering a few

ava

I-i“_ And so it is described for us by the

apostle ' whe . fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His
*-=a"*'weman. made under the 1aw, to redeem them that were under the

law, that we might receive the adoption of sons."

kgre in our passage we have a prophet ho has travelled a hundred miles and_is
xhausted and in_ne 1-nmm 0od, and we have a widow and her 0

Are. pr ing_their last before they die, What 1s t rd _going to do to meet

~ The first command from Elijah is "Dojnotifeary® It is the same message that the
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angel gave to Mary in Luke chapter one and verse

He follows this with the command to,"@ _as _you have said.'
take your sticks. Prepare the cake, but in the process make a

Kknownst to H1m, and the very hairs of our heads are all numbered. The woman who

In other words,
S _ ittle bread
cake from it first and bring it out to me, and afterward you may make one for
yourself and for your son.

The prophet is asking her to do for God what needs to be done before she cares
for her own needs.

It is a thrill to see this woman who with very limited resources, can still do

sethiqg for God. ..,Bw\- Ot ﬂabg\. .&.......1 M ..M«anjw 3

Verse 14: 0 h ] he d God 0 he boyw nQ
DEex N3 ed . No h3 he iar of 0il be emp N I’Immmm
andec rain an the face of the e N

Here accompanying this command, the prophet fortifies his request with a promise
from the Lord.

ow‘hrec1ou§a£okrea“1ze'that:no'sparrowifaf]s to'the ground:unbthﬁ“

came_to_the well, ;hg Lord provided salvation, and to the widow He meets her
needs with the promise that the bowl of flour shall not be exhausted, nor shall
the jar of oil be empty until the day that the Lord sends rain upon the face of
the earth.

Is thy cruise of comfort failing? Rise and share it with another, and through

all the years of famine it shall serve thee and thy brother. Love divine will

fill thy storehouse, or thy handful still renew, scanty fare for one will often
make a royal feast for two. For the heart grows rich in giving, all its wealth

is living grain, seeds which mildew in the garner, scattered, fill with gold the
plain. Is thy burden hard and heavy? Do thy steps drag wearily? Help to bear thy
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brother's burden. God will bear both it and thee. Numb and weary on the moun-
- tain, wouldst thou sleep amidst the snow? Chase that frozen form beside thee,
and together both shall glow. Art thou stricken in life's battle, many wounded
round thee moan? Lavish on their wounds thy balsam, and that balm shall heal
thy own. Is a heart, a well left empty? None but God it's void can fill. Nothing
but a ceaseless fountain can a ceaseless longing still. Is a heart a living po-
wer, self-intwined its strength sinks low. It can only live in loving, and by
serving love will grow.

Verse 15:
4 '_1(2‘..'1’_ J‘ztc“:’:» e J"“"‘*‘?”’L— o 1l Mia * ._‘;/L;_‘

C(;L'/\‘(-.gl)}\i \'“"L ‘-‘_ o ke ,..—-'— ;-—- ot —: s " " L‘n‘»t.—j&"t (":E‘-‘ L:‘ﬂ‘{:"?—' 2

— —She follows the example of Elijah in his response to the message of the Lord,
3Nd as a result o her obedience, the Lord blessed in the fulfillment of His
promise, and the bowl of flour and the jar of oil did not become empty.

This reminds us of an account in the 1ife of the Lord Jesus that He takes the
five loaves and a couple of fish and feeds the multitudes by His miraculous
Tntervention in taking that which was made available to Him and feeding a large
il multitude. And so it is that tiplies i
L;M%'L; phe : A
et ‘Qg' IWhen the need is greatest is God neares;l and here He provides for this house-
ekl old and for the prophet in this time of national crisis as they are obedient

> to His word.

¥
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It is interesting to note that the Lord did not provide all of the flour and
all of the 0il necessary t ain them for t1me _because 1t would

not have been lon 0 ave gotten out that there was a widow
in Zarephath who had a large store of mea and 0il, and they would have ravage
her home in order to sustain themselves; but it is the Lord's good pleasure to
make daily Erovision so that their faith will not turn to Eresum?tion, and

a ey Wi rus e Lord for dai supply, and that they will pray as the
Lord Jesus taught us to pray, "Give us this day our daily bread."

—

iiU"q‘ 7%?his is the Lord's response to the obedience of His children and the fulfillment
1;;;?%- of His promise.

St

Verse 1/:

A T RT— nsthesdnyingofsthesbrooksssosnowsthere
v ' ; n the death of the son of the widow.
SN S e
va*h How can it be that in the midst of this enjoyment another trial which is unex-
pected Ttalls upon them? e very momen e was working a miracle to
save them all, He should allow the son to die. How impossible it is for the
widow to understand God's dealings with her. i i




. "Lord, how can you say that gll
k_toge d to t love G , and to those who are
\ the called according to His purpose?

éé§7i;/// "Lord It all seems so inconsistent with your character
an w1th the p]an that you began working in our lives."

In the hour of her grief she revealed her thoughts toward God. She expresses

her bitterness by separating herself from Him. "What'de I have to do with you,
of God?" And then she realizes the poss1b111ty of a God gett1ng even for
the sins and iniquities which she had committed in the past. She is tryin

to discover within herself the reason why this trial should e and w

DEL. SONNaS-GFeds. Conumcndail, 3% iy wavnd B sotf - jualifmieaicon
WE need to realize that no c1rcumstances in 1i 2 t us from disturbi
] \J Problems and trials, and we ne too, that trials o S 1
C“OLl 4 us To ourselves. It showed her that she was a sinner, lm/ﬁ?‘/ oF Su ;»-,Ce?}’rncr :
(d’f\eu =
—

s1mp1e request Give me your son,' then 1n'the hour of his perp]ex1ty
he goes straight to God. Res spense ms-‘ead oF Peac —

Tell me where a man goes first in his sorrow and stress, and I will tell you
of his character. To Elijah, he goes to the chamber, in the upper room where

he stays, the place where he has prayed and seen God powerfully at work. He
takes the boy to this special place to intercede in his behalf. He, Tike Dan-
at a later time, went to the special place and three times a day he p?if@d

y with his windows being open toward Jerusalem.
Y%

%%§“Lhene.anythang_;gg_ﬂgui_;u;ﬁggf Had not the same God who had sealed the
avens to bring about the crisis and famine, could He not also save the boy?

oV &add" COuestion ! No-{» Ac.aa e.a‘f*:on 5

& Z
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@ °$ob\ H_Here Elijah lays hold of the Lord to try to discover what His purpose and plan
\\.

4 is back of this experience which they are now facing.
g

@ G 1 It is James who tells us in d hapter gne

e b T A lack
un.ra1deth not,
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need to know v}\g;_mr;mnd_is.tuim_mdo so_we_can fully cooperate with
N His plan and receive the greatest benefit from the circumstance that is
before us. And here the prophet pours his question into the ears of the

Cord God.

Verse 21:

The prophet feels motivated to pray that the Lord might restore the life of
this child, and that from this experience He would get the greatest glory;

from this experience the woman would learn of her sin and be convinced of

the 1iving God who is making daily provisions for her needs, and for the prophet
it prepares him for the experiences that are ahead on Mount Carmel.

The Lord heard the prayer of the prophet and gave life to the boy and he was

revived. We can now look on this experience as being similar to that of

e e DR R WS SR, o e S (RSO

How graciously we see the Lord ordering the ci 3 2
[1fe of His servan n the.cthorough preparation of his hea
the confrontation on Carmel, and icn mo =—done to return a

sinful nation to the worship of Jehovah God, the same God who provided ravens
- and water at the brook Cherith is the same God who provided meal and oil for
provision in the home of a widow and 1ife to a boy who had died; so the same
God in answer to Elijah's prayer, is going to send fire from heaven to consume
a sacrifice and rain to refresh a Tland.
ﬁ

\
\ Q// What a precious moment of joyful reunion this must have been when the woman
\Aﬁgj? sees that in answer to the prayer of the man of God, the Lord returns the son

vy alive.
7 A\

48?3;28535 The death of the child had provided a new opportunity for Elijah to lay hold
! g J:‘,l r:u- v '. P e -.:--. . N

of God and to see Him at work.

In the time of son, it was out of the carcass of ion comes a honey-
comb, SO ou ial comes something sweet.in_ the 1ivg§ §f E§§ﬁ Eliiah

and the widow.

It was Paul the apostle who said, "Bél I believe God, that it

w «be even as it was told me " because he had TNe 5 e Lord
| S—_ they would a1l be delivered safe om_the ship to the shore during the midst
of a great hem Trom the trial of shipwreck and a
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and in accor i ; _
jves. We need to realize t the Lord 7 of doing things, and
what He does wi always be in faithfulness to His promise, aﬁH‘THE'ETgEﬁm—

For the woman, the trial increased her confidence in Elijah and in God. Be-
fore, she had doubts and questions, but now she can s low I know that
ousaresasmansof-Gods" and not only that but "that the word
your mouth is true."

Here the Lord vindicates Himself through the circumstances that have come about
in the home of the widow at Zarepha?h. He has accomplished His purpose in

and that the words which he speaks are words of truth from the Lord.

CONCLUSION:
There are several lessons that we can learn from today's study. Ei the

EQEQ_ié_ﬂlMEDGL{¥};LﬂM§—H1th His direction and His provision as wé have seen

n the 1ife of Elijah and the widow,

Cfi)m:,jnuaz in God and our obedience to what He commands places us in a position
of blessing and provision from His hand.

(::) We_have leacrned that beinﬁ in the center of His will does not exempt us from
trying circumstances to the ultimate accompli nt of H1S purpose in our
llyes.

(E}; [hrough these circumstances and experiences, we see the Lord preparing His
prophet _for the ultimate confrontation that will take pface on Mount Carmel.
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