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INTRODUCTION:
We noted together in our first study of the 1ife of Elijah that he was a

man of God who came on the scene from Gilead and challenged Ahab with the
- message of judgment that because of his 1do1atry and the idolatry of his

wife, Jezebe1

there wou]d be no dew or rain upon the earth except by h1s
ance on : : ‘Ji : comm

to see it turn from a tr1ck:1ng STream Tnto Jus pu
to completely dry up. It is awfull i itya
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qu;ggmng@le ‘has been the plight of those who have pyshed ahead of
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of Samuel that when Samuel delaved, Saul forged
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\APﬂJ ake The moST pTLitur mistake." :

nd there was no new word from
wou ave nhim

‘!i///// nd O we find this fa nd trust rewarded by a new wo rom
\:j\ferse 8} " lhenihe.uord.of the bord canc t0 fillan Saildey - -
The Tittle word elps us realize that thelLord is a]waz; on ;]qg!&True,

many times it ~Th our eyes that all hope 1s gone and He's too late, but
then the Lord speakS«and all is changed. Toithe disciples the water was filling
e the boat in Mgﬁk chapter 4, and then the Master speaks, "Peace be still," and
W the wind and the waves obeyed His voice. Johw \17 1Lond e Ave La fe .- -
\,’,. : bbb = ﬁ laeegfﬂe ing
What: 2 strange command: this issy ' W Zarephath is a coastal

=y {-' iﬁ"g, \ yez.'ul 2 du jﬁ‘;n-.J' -3{/ ],rm-k R b 0N 1T and ‘*{! /< L-~7

{

Ethimad — )‘,--;y,L,;L L :tcuxdc-]
{\_’{\ t ik l '{{ y./‘(‘biu’\‘(t‘. . . V

(”; ( XAn@in Qs _Jl‘ JL:,{( 1 (\-“ {J"&Ck “‘)-( L ((/jj l Iff.q-t(l._-r




@ D hoy Proybeom o O L1 L2 2
&) Srquig Rreok 4 Deed o

b. 357

(D) wik; “powz,

STUDY_NUMBER THREE |
L ' + The

o;..t.:ﬂ e d Man &F&»d/ﬂkfl +ta

TEXT:
T |

Vil
V.12

vil3

v.14
v.15
v.16
v.17
v.18

word SF The ~d 1wy, Gour Noufd 1s 1TT<47h0 7

Now it came about after many days, that the word of the Lord came to
Elijah in the third year, saying, "Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I
will send rain on the face of the earth."

So Elijah went to show himself to Ahab. Now the famine was severe in
Samaria.

And Ahab called Obadiah who was over the household. (Now Obadiah
feared the Lord greatly;

for it came about, when Jezebel destroyed the prophets of the Lord,
that Obadiah took a hundred prophets and hid them by fifties in a
cave, and provided them with bread and water.)

Then Ahab said to Obadiah, "Go through the land to all the springs
of water and to all the valleys; perhaps we will find grass and keep
the horses and mules alive, and not have to kill some of the cattle.
So they divided the land between them to survey it; Ahab went one
way by himself and Obadiah went another way by himself.

Now as Obadiah was on the way, behold, Elijah met him, and he recog-
nized him and fell on his face and said, "Is this you, Elijah my master?"
And he said to him, "It is I. Go, say to your master, 'Behold, Elijah
is here.'"

And he said, "What sin have I committed, that you are giving your ser-
vant into the hand of Ahab, to put me to death?

"As the Lord your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my
master has not sent to search for yous; and when they said,'He is not
here', he made the kingdom or nation swear that they could not find
you.

"And now you are saying, 'Go, say to your master, "Behold, Elijah is
here.'"

"And it will come about when I leave you that the Spirit of the Lord
will carry you where I do not know; so when I come and tel1l Ahab and
he cannot find you, he will ki1l me, although I your servant have
feared the Lord from my youth.

"Has it not been told to my master what I did when Jezebel killed the
prophets of the Lord, that I hid a hundred prophets of the Lord by
fifties in a cave, and provided them with bread and water?

"And now you are saying, 'Go, say to your master, "Behold, Elijah is
here"'; he will then kill me."

And Elijah said, "As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I
will surely show myself to him today."

So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and Ahab went to meet
Elijah.

And it came about, when Ahab saw Elijah that Ahab said to him, "Is
this you, you troubler of Israel?"

And he said, "I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father's
house have, because you have forsaken the commandments of the Lord,
and you have followed the Baals."



INTRODUCTION
We have been studying together ;Qgﬁlefe of Elijah, and _now we come to a
- consideration of this efore Kings 18. We

have noted thus far that he has been asked to go the 1§£B%§;, and he makes
a very serious pronouncement before king Ahab in saying that there will
not be rain or dew upon the earth till there is a command by his word.

The Lord then commands his servant to g%_%gg_nlgg_hx_jJE;Ju:uugjuggjjh
where he is sustained by the ravens with bread and meat in the morning
and the evening, and he is to drink from the brook. The effects of the
famine begin to be felt because the brook dries up, and then the Lord
sends Elijah across the country to the coast where he is to go the city
of gﬁ;ggn%ﬁb which is between Tyre and Sidon right in the center of Baal
worship, the home of Ethbaal, king of the Phoenecians and also father of
Jezebel, and there a widow is to sustain him. When our prophet arrives
on the scene, the widow is in dire straights. She and her son are pre-
paring to eat their last meal and die, and through her obedience to the
words of the prophet they are sustained for the next two or two and a half
years m1racu10us]y by a provision from the hand of the Lord for oil and
meal, and yet in the midst of this time of blessing from the hand of the
Lord and protecting them and providing for them, the son of the widow dies
unexpectedly and we s hat the death of this w1dow s son has been a tria
that the Lord uses: ﬁ to_prepare his servant, the prophet, for the
E work that he has for him to do on Mt. CarmeT; and it also accomphshes his

purpose in_the life of_the idow herself because she says in verse 24, m
; hat > a man of God and that the word of the Lord ”n‘your

- ok s : g NM’*"‘S '+ qom7 'fquQ
v;\,-“( JA * Few of us would dare to question the Lord's message in deahng with us as
S his children to prepare us for ;hg; which is ahead and in the lives of
4 ~those who do not know him to pre himself to them as a faithful God who

éﬁp’ % keeps covenant, and what he has prom1sed he will fqu111

#* @, These introductory observations now bring us to a consideration of the pas-
C@D pph sage which is before us in I Kings 18:1-18.
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The reference to m refers to the prov1s1on wh1ch the Lor-d made for
Elijah, the widow a son in yers: "So she ';J, 3 ;i_;
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”’9j:ﬂi//-The length of time involved here is probably in excess of tw wo_years.
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’,,years to find you and ho

they have experienced. > _king, Elijah has to go
\resting in the Lord's hand o pro ection upon him. He probably went sing-

s ﬁ?ﬂng the stanzas of "%g Rﬁ@ﬁ ggig,” "We go not forth alone against the
en i

P

The Lord has been faithful to his i rovide for Elij i -
phath. Now the time has come for the Lord to move his servant into action

and to term1nate the period of gudgment upon his people.

t the pr et now eives from the Lord.
and no
he time fo the confrontation o e wicked

‘j 0 show yours elf to Ahab." In other words, 1§; him find on. Let him see
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Our text says that El it. He did not he did not he
did not point out the difficulties. His was one of 1nstant obedienceto the
word of the Lovd. How gr&at would be our Erogrg;sz ow HBlessed would
be our lives if we would just simply follow his example.

earts, and lean not unto our own understanc ng. 'nhaFTMour ways acknowledge
1m, and he will direct our paths.™ And the Tmist agrees with us when —
he says, §§%ﬁ§~ are ordered:e' the Lord." And you can see
ETijah w1tf§;ea ﬁ% e Lord who is directing him [Speessignment
to assignment and from place to place. Now the greatest assignment of them
alls do go back 1n the pub11c eye and to show himself to Ahab

— e ‘===J=§r'1& —_— a _ i“
The second verse goes on to say tggz‘“"ﬁf amine was severe in the land. Since
we have already had a look at how severe the fa n _Zarephath, our
minds can hardly comprehend what it would be T%%The

grounds are parched, the flocks and the herds for the=most—part-nave departed

—
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and the barns are empty and probably not a fsu of the Israelites have al-
- ready prepared their last meal and faTlen under divine judg ause

S\,J\ la rled
f”" LHow interesting it is to f1nd a man 11ke 0bad1ah in the courts of Ahab,
Z‘fa It is said of him that*Obadiah feared the Lord greatly.¥

%qu“ Just as in the time of the seWeEmpdpe Society of the book of Jud
\AQV have a beautiful rose e[Ruth} So in the time of king Ahab, wnen the

ki* ‘ < nation is in the dept ave a fragrant person like} Obadiah)charged

h\-v Ww \ ﬁ iaK “owe Ha S ———— — 7 - y .’--m[: 4!\--1,

It is said of Obadiah that" hefeane d grea ﬁ'The scr1ptures teach

us that “the fearsof the Lord “3i3§7.:dﬁﬁ]llirﬁtﬁen. whag does it ﬁean
0 _fear the |ord? n1€ans to haves ¥ tenderness of conscience towards

LWill and di d1rect10n e a dread of doing that which 1s wrong.

And SO

wicked palace we have
difficult position, an
manner EHan"Eﬁheone Tike
—— e e At
P His faith swayed his life, but it di i i ;
4V Qﬂéx__JMLlus_ncnunanuuL For ObadTah every day was like

K»‘s: *;.hé rope, He had to be prudent and yet cons1stggt wi 1S convictions. -
éﬁ%ﬁﬁ?’ o ks amaz1ng how God always had his viﬂdiﬂﬂj§-—' s i L, Strategic loca-
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'~ tions. It is the apostle Paul who speaks of the sa

a i household
l‘\ when he writes the book of Ph1111¥21ans The miracle o? fhls is tﬁa% fﬁey'

are right in the center of the action, in the midst of Nero's great perse-
4 S cution and desire to kill everyone who named the name of Chr1st
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In verse 3 we learn of Obadiah, that his was one of

N and ;g%pgg toward the Lord, and now in verse 4 we learn thaw
bear that out because when Jezebe1 was setting about to send to a martyrs
death the prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah did a very dangerous thing.
He took a hundred of these prophets and hid them in two companies of fif-

ties in a cave, and then made provision of bread and water to sustain them
while Jezebel was accomplishing her vile deed.

The prophets probably felt about Obadiah 1ike Paul.did about the house of

mﬁ% n 1I Ti@%* ﬁ S He says, "Maystherlord-grant mercy to the
} house of Onesiphorus, ten refreshed me and was not ashamed of

my chains."

antiles might hear that I was de]1ver-
eliver me from every evil and

ﬂnglTl. 0 h1m De e glory rtorever

Now we can see what% the three and a half years have had our
wicked king He thinks nothi f the destitution and devas
on his nation. He's _ oW T

(;41255 ) Beginning to get close to

5*4& gu[g Ehlnk1n9 of hQE§E and _mules and grass and water. How
» 3,. rom king David with his constant concern for the people and his care and

careful Teadership of them in thew walk with God. qet Fe?)c_ + w{e

Contevsied Ammalsy en e 4&7 le/
1 ned A back‘m the bookﬂof Exodus. He ohl nts re]q’ 3
, \) ‘ roin the p ague 8) an continue as it has. There is no response to the

chasten ng hand of the Lord.

e
| ,3-{ e AO - "
m ol - i ord, do not thine eyes look for truth? Thou has smitten them,
54’ 2 ~t-;ry.d1d not weaken, Thou has consumed them, but they refused to take
\Y‘ gFLV‘ correction. They have made their faces harder than rock; they have refused
1 C\ to repent."

jah the prophet says the same thing in [saiah %hﬁﬁtﬁ: 1J "Alas, sinful
5 people weighed down with iniquity, ng of evildoers, sons

wﬁb act corruptly! They have abandoned the Lord they have despised the
Holy One of Israel, they have turned away from Him. Where will you be
stricken again, as you continue in your rebellion? The whole head is sick,
and the whole heart is faint. From the sole of the foot even to the head

- there is nothing sound in it. Only bruises, welts, and raw wounds, not
pressed out or bandaged, nor softened with oil."
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lat - "And the fifth angel poured out his bowl upon the
e the beast; and his kingdom became darkened; and they gnawed

their tongues because of pain, and they blasphemed the God of heaven
because of their pains and their sores; and they did not repent of their

deeds."

The two men divide up the land for the survey and go off in opposite
directions in order to find the grass and water necessary to take care

of their livestock.

It was hard for Obadiah to comprehend that Elijah had miracu]ous1y;;q5¥g§L
all of the search Earties for him and that he was s;j]] sustained 1n the
time of great famine and Severe need,

Elijah my mastem?ﬁgj?

His question is one of astonishment. ["ls..

Recognizing Elijah's authority as the prophet of God, he calls him his
master.

Elijah identifies himself and thenmm‘*wm
your master (that is Ahab), 'Behold, jan 1s here.

i [ld
Lo put me to death

Ahab has looked everywhere for you in every nation and kingdom, and he
has also made those nationsand kingdoms swear that they could not find
you as a result of the unsuccessful attempts.

n ] "

- 1711ah nere !
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Obadiah is exp]aining his and fagiéﬁiiégg over the command that
Elijah has given to him, and what a assignment it is for

him to go and say something like this and then have Ahab destroy him
because he had told him a 1lie.

The only explanation that Obadiah can come to with regard to the success-

(tf ful hiding of Elijah during this three and a half period is that the

«/

Spirit of the d _has ewhere that no one was able to find
1m, and now he assumes that Just as met Elijah, so the Spirit
of the Lord will do the same thing again, and then he won't be able to
f1nd him, and Ahab will kill Obadiah, and he says in his last statement,

h I, your servant have feared the Lord from my ;outh »

Here we have the testimony of a man who feared the Lord greatly, and now
he says so himself that he has feared the Lord from his youth. Lime has

not chgnged Qpﬁdlih He is found to be when he is old what he was when
_e was_yo e tol15wed I eccl, 1z2:1, “RemembDer—mow—t

or in the days of thy youth " It was Pau
t outh, but be thou a

in

This dangerous assignment that he has given to Obadiah has precipitated
a statement of his past track record, so that if Elijah can know that

Obadiah has been faithful to the Lord although he has been living in the
courﬁ §I EEEW—& .

Obadiah_can only see.the present circumstances and they do not look ver

ng, Instead o II ng his eyes to tne Lord and seeing and hearing

in the words of the prophet a message from God, he [ooks_on the civrcur=
fances and see e pOSS1D 0 e being taken.

Elijah the prophet safs the same thing to Obad1ah that he has said to

A baCk in Chapte > that 155 _ Tl —.‘:." f",’- '!:A_‘:,_‘“_é“* bﬁf Aid,ll
other words, "I'have a relat

_ 1ship With T a resEons1-111§¥ to
him. I will surely show myse im today." The reason € can say
this is because the Lord had commanded him to go and show himself. In
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With the promise from Elijah the prophet, Obadiah went to meet Ahab and
told him that he had found Elijah, and Ahab then went to meet Elijah.
ow ¢+ Theef stat t# that comes from the 1ips of Ahab the wicked king are
MGL ' Hhe q LS o; Israel?"
kacj— have —— -—

What Ahab is doing by this question is placing all the responsibility for
4+up oo the dire straights of the land upon the shoulders of Elijah the prophet.
oW How often times do God's men have to assume the anger and wrath vented
\JJ"H’ L'\ against them for their Taithtfulness in presenting ihe message Tro

_-
o [ MGM OF Lordy

2 - To Ahab all of his problems
CJDA ; only looking at it O a horizonta

the fact that this is a‘§0ver'e1'gn'l':'ﬁa"' S 1h
BaeRTo N 1""ms|’F.

d@e D O d I (] O
have forsaken the commandments of the
ne Baal

have followed

ijah the prophet is egual to the situation in that he responds to the
q jon of Ahab by =aying. "I nave not croubled Israel, but you and
your:father's house have." In other words, "Ahab, let's put the respon-
sibility where it belongs. It certainly is no shoulders, but o
ours. L1ke Natha e prophef when he comes 1n¥0 tﬁe preseﬁE!an King
David. He say%, "Behold; you are the man. You're the one who's respon-
sible in the situation. 1Ja en points out the fact that there is
a reason for his placing the responsibility on Ahab's shoulders when
he says, "You have forsaken the commandments of the Lord and you have
followed the Baals."

Bl g1 - NoT- Troub

har
CNAan.

"You have made two misiak
ne LUEd a0 BT () |—_!"

%y\\ We now have Elijah and Ahab together in confrontation. This is preparation

Sy . for the meeting on Mt. Carmel that we'll see in our next study.
QM CONCLUSION

e _three men
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of ‘repenting grows harder and harder toward God's claim upon his Tife..

cond)y we have la-&7=.. a somewhat silent and prudent servant in the

&0 King, who in the midst of these precarious cir-
cumstances finds an opportunity to serve the Lord and to be faithful in
carrying out the responsibidsties that the Lord has placed upon his
shoulders. And then we ha¥g@flijab the prophet, a man whom we have seen
directed by the Lord and also -rve1ous?y prov1ded for from his hand. The
Lord is preparing him for this major rescue mission of bringing back his
people to the living God.
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P\‘I? WE REST ON THEE
J*

This is the song that was sung by Nate Saint, Ed McCully, Jim Elliot,
Roger Youderian and Pete Fleming in their devotional period the morning of
January 3, 1956, before leaving the mission station at Arajuno to establish a
beachhead on the River Curaray, deep in the territory of the Auca Indians of
Ecuador’s Amazon jungle. They had a peaceful and gratifying contact with
three members of the tribe on January 6, 1956, but two days later a group of
about ten Aucas came to that now famous beach and slew the five
missionaries. The phrase of the fourth stanza, “THROUGH GATES OF
SPLENDOR,” has been used as the title of the book written concerning this
incident by Betty Elliot, one of the five widows.

We rest on Thee, Our Shield and Our Defender!
We go not forth alone against the foe.

Strong in Thy strength, safe in Thy keeping tender
We rest on Thee, and in Thy name we go.

Strong in Thy strength, safe in Thy keeping tender
We rest on Thee, and in Thy name we go!

Yea, in Thy name, O Captain of salvation!

In Thy d 11 oth bove; .5) e
n Thy dear name all other names above; j € g’%/ /«

Ay

Jesus our righteousness, our sure Foundation,
Our prince of glory and our King of love.

Jesus our righteousness, our sure Foundation, M go 4

Our Prince of glory and our King of love.

We go in faith, our own great weakness feeling,
and needing more each day Thy grace to know;
Yet from our hearts a song of triumph pealing;

We rest on Thee, and in Thy name we go.

Yet from our hearts a song of triumph pealing;

We rest on Thee, and in Thy name we go!

We rest on Thee, Our Shield and Our Defender!

Thine is the battle, Thine shall be the praise.

When passing thro’ the GATES OF PEARLY SPLENDOR,
Victors, we rest on Thee thro’ endless days.

When passing through the GATES OF PEARLY SPLENDOR,
Victors, we rest on Thee thro’ endless days.

(source unknown) WM Wpalee
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