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Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed
all the prophets with the sword.

Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods do

to me and even more, if I do not make your 1ife as the 1ife of one of
them by tomorrow about this time."

And he was afraid and arose and ran for his 1life and came to Beersheba,
which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.

But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and
sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for himself that he
might die, and said, "It is enough; now, O Lord, take my life, for I

am not better than my fathers."

And he lay down and slept under a juniper tree; and behold, there was
as angel touching him, and he said to him, "Arise, eat."

Then he Tooked and behold, there was at his head a bread cake baked on
hot stones, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank and Tay down again.
And the angel of the Lord came again a second time and touched him and
said, "Arise, eat, because the journey is too great for you."

So he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food
forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of God.

Then he came there to a cave, and lodged there; and behold, the word of
the Lord came to him, and he said to him, "What are you doing here, Eli-
jah?"

And he said, "I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts;
for the sons of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, torn down Thine al-
tars and killed Thy prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; and
they seek my life, to take it away."

So He said, "Go. forth, and stand on the mountain before the Lord." And
behold, the Lord was passing by! And a great and strong wind was rend-
ing the mountains and breaking in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but
the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an earthquake, but the
Lord was not in the earthquake.

And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and
after the fire a sound of a gentle blowing.

And it came about when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his
mantle, and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. And behold,
a voice came to him and said, "What are you doing here, E1ijah?"

Then he said, "I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts;
for the sons of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, torn down Thine
altars and killed Thy prophets with the sword. And I alone am left; and
they seek my life, to take it away."

And the Lord said to him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus, and when you have arrived, you shall anoint Hazael king over
Syria;

and Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint king over Israel; and
Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint as prophet
in your place.

"And it shall come about, the one who escapes from the sword of Hazael,
Jehu shall put to death, and the one who escapes from the sword of
Jehu, Elisha shall put to death.

"Yet I will leave 7000 in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed
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From Bad to Worse
Skinny Rowland

Now my wife just left and the well went dry,
and my horse is sick and about to die.

Then my still blew up and the barn burned down,
and the road washed out on the way to town.

Then my dog got rabies and bit the cat,
and they both died soon after that.

Now I lost my specs and my pipe stem broke,
so I can’t even sit and read and smoke.

Then a tree fell on the chicken shed,
and most of the hens got smashed plumb dead.

Then a chimney fire tock half of a wall,
and this old shack is about to fall.

Then I caught my heel on an old dead vine,
and sat smack dab on a porcupine.

Then a beaver dam broke an’ my bridge washed out,
and my watch stopped working and I've got the gout.

And the bank foreclosed so I've lost my place,
and my cow disappeared without a trace.

They cut off my credit at the grocery store,
and I lost my job and a whole lot more.

I must have been hexed by a triple curse,
as things keep going from bad to worse.

And now fate has hit me a last dirty crack:
to top off the worst—my wife’s coming back.

(From Humorous Cowboy Poetry: A Knee-Slappin’ Gathering edited by Gibbs Smith staff
members) Salt Lake City, Utah: Gibbs Smith. Copyright - Gibbs Smith, 1995, pp. 140-41.
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Too Much Bull
by Skinny Rowland

Now this here is a story, with a moral good and true,
and it might be this story, was written just for you.

One time there was a fly, near starved to death he was,
all worn out and skinny, almost too darn weak to buzz.

He came gliding past this barnyard, guided by his nose,
and there behind that bullpen, this giant stack arose.

So he circled for a landing, a heart clear full of glee,
this was the meal of all meals, as he could plainly see.

Then he lights atop this pile, and at once began indulging,
and not stopping even once, until his sides were bulging.

Now the sun was getting mighty low, soon it would be night,
so this old fly decided now, to go on with his flight.

Well he aimed off to the west, with a mighty running bound,
he gave the takeoff all it had, but didn’t leave the ground.

Then he saw this pitchfork handle, rising high into the air,
and figured he’d be airborne, if he started out from there.

So hand over hand he went, until he reached the very top,
and as he jumped he buzzed his wings, but done a belly flop.

Now that fly he split wide open, and died there on the spot,
s0 it’s best now you remember, what that poor old fly forgot.

For the moral of this story is, unless this stunt you'd pull,
is don’t fly off the handle, when you are plumb full of bull.

(From Poetry: Complete Works to 1993 by Skinny Rowland) Helena, MT: Skinny Publishing
Co. Copyright - Skinny Rowland, 1993, p. 2.
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(Forever, Erma: Best-Loved Writing From America’s Favorite Humorist by Erma Bombeck)

Kansas City, MO: Andrews & McMeel/Universal Press Syndicate. Copyright - Erma Bombeck

Estate, 1996.

TOPIC | REF# | TEXT
Depression 044-14 Dumpy Paper Dress—March 31, 1977,
————— P P—— a———

Do you know what depression 1s?

It’s sitting in your doctor’s examination room.

In a paper dress.

On a cold table.

And it’s the high spot of your week.

Your eyes rove around the room and come to rest on the
doctor’s diploma. The year he graduated. I've got shoes older

than that. —
Darn. Forgot to crease my cracked heels 0

anyone else goesT e W

make a choice in

This dress is not to be believed. I look hke a Christmas
package that arrived in February. I wonder who their fashion
coordinator is. Mr. Hefty? All I need is a twist tie around my
neck and someone would put me at the curb.

The nurse is coming.

“Are you decent?’

“No.”

“I mean are you in your gown?”

“That’s not the same thing.”

“Care for a magazine while you're waiting? Here’s Esqliire.
TheTes.a great article in it on Mary Tyler Moore.”

“I can&.handle Mary Tyler Moore today. Lafdepressed,
and that could putsage over the brink.”

“Would you rathetsead The CysésDigest?”

“T'll take Mary.”

“It says Robert Redford saw hérsyalking along the beach
and wanted to introduge”himself, but he waSawed by her and
respected her privaty.”

“I hayethat problem,” I said. “Thirty million men“euf there
respect oy privacy. And the more they respect it, the more [
segemf to have. Give me The Cysts Digest.”

FEwr=wiat ceems to be your problem?” she asked, clicking
her ballpoint pen and leaning over my card.

“I'm depressed. I'm not happy with my life. All my
appliances are going. My goldfish died. I need a root canal. I'm
talking back to bumper stickers. My hair is greasy. My menus
are boring. I feel apart last week when I opened the refrigerator
and discovered the date on my yeast had expired. I pray every
day for patience . .. but I can’t wait around for the answer.”

The doctor came in. “What seems to be the trouble?”

“I'm depressed,” I said simply.

“You should be,” he said. “That’s a rotten-looking dress.”

i~ 1



‘February 5 ] A the height of their popularity,

Thursday creativity, and wealth, the Bea-

tles produced a controversial project

: called “The White Album.” It signaled

THE SEARCH the breakup of the band by featuring

FOR PEACE pieces that were primarily individual
in nature instead of collaborative.

It also revealed a growing disen-

ith all that their fame had

produced. In his song “I'm So Tired,”

The peace of God, John Lennon expressed the emptiness
which surpasses all of his “successful” and wealthy life

understanding, will

quard your hearts with these profound words: “I'd give

you everything I've got for a little

and minds. -

—Philippians 4:7 peace of mind.” All that he had, ‘all
that he had accomplished, and all that

Tue Bisie IN ONe YEAR: he had become could not meet this

B Exodus 36-38 simple, yet deep, personal need.

W Matthew 23:1-22 The world we live in cannot offer

peace. It offers only poor options. Pleasure, power, and pos-
L sessions are no substitute for peace of heart and mind.

Paul reminded the believers at Philippi, ~Lhe peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7). This 18
the peace God brings to those who have been reconciled to
God by faith in His Son Jesus (Eph. 2:14-16). It is a peace
we are to share with a world that is desperate for it.

Peace—real peace—is found only in a relationship with
Jesus. Have you received His peace? —Bill Crowder

FINDING REAL PEACE

Accept the reconciliation God offers by asking Him

to forgive you. Believe that His Son Jesus died on the

cross for your sins and was raised from the dead.

Peace | leave with you, My peace | give to you;
not as the world gives do | give to you. —Jesus




The Beatles - I'm so tired
(Lennon/Mccartney)
Album: Beatles (White Album)

I'm so tired, i haven't slept a wink

I'm so tired, my mind is on the blink

| wonder should i get up and fix myself a drink
No,no,no.

I'm so tired i don't know what to do
I'm so tired my mind is set on you
| wonder should i call you but i know what you'd do

You'd say i'm putting you on

But it's no joke, it's doing me harm

You know i can't sleep, i can't stop my brain
You know it's three weeks, i'm going insane
You know i'd give you everything i've got
For a little peace of mind

I'm so tired, i'm feeling so upset

Although i'm so tired i'll have another cigarette
And curse sir walter raleigh

He was such a stupid git.

http://www.stlyrics.com/songs/t/thebeatles450/imsotiredlennonmccartney1127788.html

o [)M Q&U\M&
WMM Swm
T S

/54@,@3 e



CHAPTER 7

A good reputation is more v

the most expensive perfume,
way, the da

You are born,
2Itis better

Sorrow is bet
ness has a refining influence on us.
‘Awise person
while the fool th
good time now.

STt is better to be

deed, a fool’s laughter i
Oms crackling in a fi
ingless,
“Extortion turns wise people into fools,
and bribes corrupt the heart.
*Finishing is better than starting. Pa-
tience is better than pride.,
*Don’t be quick-temp
the friend of fools,
’Don’t long for “the
you don’t know whe
better than today.
"Being wise is as good as being rich: in
fact, itis better, 12 Wisdom or money can get

Yyou almost anything, but it's important to
know that only wisdo
13 1

does things: then

L D l»‘e while vo an. B
hard timeg strike, realize that both
come from God. That Way you will realize
that nothine is inin this life.

ife, ave seen
fact that some

ered, for anger js

good old days,” for
ther they were any

=

aluable than

In the same
Y you die is better than the day

ter than laughter, for sad-

: ; for things, T wag
1s quickly gone, Jike {
re. %’his al};c;g ismean- Myself that wick

before God to do this. 3Don‘t

destroy yourself? Punish those who disq

A wise person ig stronge
leading citizens of 4 town!

€re is not a single pey

arth who is always 0od an

#Don’t €avesdrop on othe

hear your servant laughing

you know how often you y

laughed at others,

PAll along T have tried m
wisdom guide my thoughts a

id If, “I
thinks much aboyt death, 53¢ to myse am ‘deter;
inks only about having a

wise.” But it didn’t really wor
Is always distant and very diff

25
criticized By d wike I searched everywhere, dei
aised by a fool! 6Jn.

find wisdom and to understan

determined
edness is stup
foolishness is madness.

*I discovered that a seduictiv
more bitter than death. Her
trap, and her soft hands” wil]
Those who Please God will es
her, but sinners will be caughtin

7“This is my conclusion,”
Teacher, “1 came to this result aft
into the matter from every possi
Just one out of every thousand

terviewed can be said tobe uprigt
one woman! 29[ dj

I discovered that

ated people to he upright, but t

Mhmmmuﬂmzm
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CHAPTER g
How wondetfy] to be wise, to be
analyze and interpret things. |

lights up a person’s face, softening i
ness.

*Obey the king because you have

try t

doing your duty, and don’t take ¢

be too  with those who plot evil. For the ki
bey him. 4The

wicked command is backed by great pow

One can resist or question it. 5Thos
try to waik a obey him will not b

are wise will find g t
what is right. 5 Yes, the
il

€ punished. Thos
me and a way
Teisa time and
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EVERYTHING
Is BEAUTIFUL

ReAD:
Joel 2:18-27

I will restore to you
the years that the
swarming locust has
eaten. —Joel 2:25

THe BisLE IN ONE YEAR:
i 2 Chronicles 7-9

he beauty of the black lacy design
against the pastel purple and
orange background grabbed my atten-
tion. The intricacy of the fragile pat-
tern led me to assume that it had been
created by a skilled artist. As I looked
more closely at the photo, however, I
saw the artist admiring his work from
a corner of the photo. The “artist” was
a worm, and its work of art was a par-
tially eaten leaf.

What made the image beautiful was
not the destruction of the leaf but the
light glowing through the holes. As I
gazed at the photo, I began thinking
about lives that have been eaten by the
“worms” of sin. The effects are ravag-
ing. Sin eats away at us as we suffer
the consequences of our own bad

choices or those of others. We are all its victims.

But the photo also reminded me of the hope we have in
God. Through the prophet Joel, God said to Israel, “T will
restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten”
(Joel 2:25). And from Isaiah we learn that the Lord appointed
him to “console those who mourn in Zion, to give them
beauty for ashes” (Isa. 61:3).

Satan does everything he can to make us ugly, but the
Light of the World can make us beautiful—despite Satan’s
best efforts. —Julie Ackerman Link

Sin ravages a fruitful life
When it is not addressed;
But God restores and makes us right
Once sin has been confessed. —Sper

Lile

God doesn’t remove all of our imperfections,
but He makes us beautiful by shining through them.

LS al Ol 9l

bty U

£3

Y S9g

‘-\. _..u_,
e 2 S




1T SAMUEL 31..

the Kenites, 30Hormah, Bor-ashan,
Athach, 3'Hebron, and all the
visited.

owe

| @otli.( places they h
The"DEUTFTﬁT Saul

Now the Philistines attacked
Israel, forcing the Israelites
to ﬂee. Many were slaughtered on
the slopes of Mount Gilboa. 2The
Philistines closed in on Saul and
his sons, and they killed three of
his sons—Jonathan, Abinadab,
and Malkishua. 3The fighting
grew very fierce around Saul, and
the Philistine archers caught up
with him and wounded him se-
verely. 4Saul groaned to his armor
bearer, “Take your sword and kill
me before these pagan Philistines
run me through and humiliate
me.” But his armor bearer was
afraid and would not do it. So
Saul took his own sword and fell
on it. SWhen his armor bearer re-
alized that Saul was dead, he fell
on his own sword and died beside
the king. 6So Saul, three of his
sons, his armor bearer, and his
troops all died together that same
day.
’When the Israelites on the
other side of the Jezreel Valley

. page 534

and beyond the Jordan saw thy;
their army had been routed an
that Saul and his sons were dea
they abandoned their towns a
fled. So the Philistines moved
and occupied their towns.

8The next day, when the Phj
tines went out to strip the de
they found the bodies of Saul a
his three sons on Mount Gilb
950 they cut off Saul’s head a
stripped off his armor. Then t
proclaimed the news of Sa
death in their pagan temple a
to the people throughout the
land of Philistia. '0They placed
his armor in the temple of
Ashtoreths, and they fastened
body to the wall of the city
Beth-shan.

11But when the people of Jabesh:
gilead heard what the Philistines
had done to Saul, 12their warriors
traveled all night to Beth-shan and
took the bodies of Saul and his®
sons down from the wall. They"
brought them to Jabesh, where|
they burned the bodies. 13Then
they took their remains and bur
ied them beneath the tamaris
tree at Jabesh, and they fasted fo
seven days.

&
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/ :
'-5! R%‘hb“ Me .
5 i
i ﬁdj; oy wil wal—k Me H’\ q)a.raclt ks
g Today Teu

Lu}{é LS ® 43




| LB

that what I have said will come
e,/ 1 will cause your two sons,
hni and Phinehas, to die on
same day!
5*Then I will raise up a faithful
iest:who will serve me and do
t I'tell him to do. I will bless
descendants, and his family
illibe priests to my anointed
gs: forever. 36Then all of your
cendants will bow before his
cendants, begging for money
food. ‘Please,” they will say,
eus jobs among the priests so
e ill have enough to eat.””

“The Lorp Speaks to Samuel
Meanwhile, the boy Samuel
was serving the LORD by as-
ting Eli. Now in those days

f Messages from the LORD were

et Very rare, and visions were quite

; i, who was al-
most blind by now, had just gone
10 bed. 3The lamp of God had not
Jet gone out, and Samuel was
1} eping in the Tabernacle* near
the Atk of God. 4Suddenly, the

MSIR” sHe jumped up and ran to
.."Here 1 am. What do you

 Hebrew the Temple of the Lokrp.

Jex . G:le

page 483~ .. 1 SAMUEL 3

“1 didn't call you,” Eli replied.
“Go on back to bed.” So he did.

6Then the LORD called out
again, “Samuel!”

Again Samuel jumped up and
ran to Eli. “Here I am,” he said.
“What do you need?”

“I didn’t call you, my son,” Eli
said. “Go on back to bed.”

7Samuel did not yet know the
LORD because he had never had a
message from the LORD before.
8So now the LORD called a third
time, and once more Samuel
jumped up and ran to Eli. “Here
[ am,” he said. “What do you
need?”

Then Eli realized it was the
LORD who was calling the boy.
950 he said to Samuel, “Go and
lie down again, and if someone
calls again, say, ‘Yes, LORD, your
servant is listening.’” So Samuel
went back to bed.

10And the LORD came and
called as before, “Samuel! Sam-
uel!”

And Samuel replied, “Yes,
your servant is listening.”

11Then the LORD said to Sam-
uel, “I am about to do a shocking
thing in Israel. 121 am going to
carry out all my threats against Eli
and his family. 131 have warned
him continually that judgment is
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lo
y, so they rested when they
fached the Jordan River.*
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dhithophel Advises Absalom

b ) eanwhile, Absalom and his
ohen arrived at Jerusalem, accom-
Aanied by Ahithophel. 16When
Bavid’s friend Hushai the Arkite
olmived, he went immediately to
iilee Absalom. “Long live the
¢ fiing! " he exclaimed. “Long live
s fhe king!”

7§ 17"1s this the way you treat
AR friend David?” Absalom
f fisked him. “Why aren’t you with
4 ‘im? "
4 18"'m here because I work for
- the man who is chosen by the
t florD and by Israel,” Hushai re-
/Aplied. 19"And anyway, why
Shouldn’t 1 serve you? I helped
ur father, and now I will help

“21Ahithophel told him, “Go
sleep with your father’s con-
Gbines, for he has left them here
©keep the house. Then all Israel
il know that you have insulted
beyond hope of reconcilia-

g ik =
page 565. . . 2 SAMUEL 17

on the palace roof where every-
one could see it, and Absalom
went into the tent to sleep with
his father's concubines.

On; and they will give you their

23Absalom followed Ahitho-

phel’s advice, just as David had
done. For every word Ahithophel
spoke seemed as wise as though it
had come directly from the
mouth of God.

1 7 Now Ahithophel urged Ab-

salom, “Let me choose

twelve thousand men to start out
after David tonight. 21 will catch
up to him while he is weary and
discouraged. He and his troops
will panic, and everyone will run

away. Then T will kill only the
king, *and I will bring all the
people back to you as a bride re-
turns to her husband. After all, it
is only this man’s life that you
seek * Then all the people will
remain unharmed and peaceful.”
4This plan seemed good to Absa-
lom and to all the other leaders of

Israel.

Hushai Counters

Ahithophel’s Advice

sBut then Absalom said, “Bring
in Hushai the Arkite. Let's see
whaiahenihiTlEtaREEbE 4

it

_POI‘[.” 2280 they set up a tent

TN
‘ Asin Greek version (see also 17:16); Hebrew reads when they reached their destination. _
8k version; Hebrew reads like the return of all is the man whorm you seek. -




2 SAMUEL 7.,

6When Hushai arrived, Absalom
told him what Ahithophel had
said. Then he asked, “What is
your opinion? Should we follow
Ahithophel’s advice? If not, speak
up.”

7"Well,” Hushai replied, “this
time I think Ahithophel has
made a mistake. 8You know your
father and his men; they are
mighty warriors. Right now they
are probably as enraged as a
mother bear who has been
robbed of her cubs. And remem-
ber that your father is an experi-
enced soldier. He won't be spend-
- ing the night among the troops.
9He has probably already hidden
in some pit or cave. And when he
comes out and attacks and a few
of your men fall, there will be
panic among your troops, and
everyone will start shouting that
your men are being slaughtered.
10Then even the bravest of them,
though they have the heart of a
lion, will be paralyzed with fear.
For all Israel knows what a
mighty man your father is and
how courageous his warriors are.

11T suggest that you mobilize
the entire army of Israel, bringing
them from as far away as Dan and
Beersheba. That way you will
have an army as numerous as the

. page 566

17:16 Hebrew at the crossing points of the wilderness.

sand on the seashore. And I thi;
that you should personally e
the troops. 2When we fig
David, we can descend onhj;
like the dew that falls to th
ground, so that not one of hj;
men is left alive. 13And if Davm
has escaped into some city, yo
will have the entire army of Israe
there at your command. Then y
can take ropes and drag the wa]|
of the city into the nearest vallg
until every stone is torn down;”|
14Then Absalom and all th
leaders of Israel said, “Hushail
advice is better than Ahithg
phel’s.” For the LORD had a
ranged to defeat the counsel g
Ahithophel, which really was th
better plan, so that he could brin
disaster upon Absalom!

Hushai Warns David to Escape
15Then Hushai reported to Zado
and Abiathar, the priests, ‘whe
Ahithophel had said and whath
himself had suggested insteac
16“Quick!” he told them. “Fin
David and urge him not to stay:
the shallows of the Jordan River
tonight. He must go across ¢
once into the wilderness beyon
Otherwise he will die and his er
tire army with him.”
17Jonathan and Ahimaaz ha



lieen staying at En-rogel so as not
doibe seen entering and leaving
dhe city. Arrangements had been
Ihade for a servant girl to bring
hem the message they were to
uke to King David. 18But a boy
aw them leaving En-rogel to go
lio: David, and he told Absalom
ibout it. Meanwhile, they es-
caped to Bahurim, where a man
hid' them inside a well in his
courtyard. 9The man’s wife put a
doth over the top of the well with
¢. onitto dryin the sun; so no
one suspected they were there.

| - 20When Absalom’s men ar-
' 1ived, they asked her, “Have you
seen Ahimaaz and Jonathan?”

- She replied, “They were here,
but they crossed the brook.” Ab-
' salom’s men looked for them
 without success and returned to
Jerusalem.

| 2Then the two men crawled
. out of the well and hurried on to
King David. “Quick!” they told
le “cross the Jordan tonight!”
And they told him how Ahitho-
Phel had advised that he be cap-
;l‘“ed and killed. 22So David and
Al the people with him went
- 400ss the Jordan River during the
1t and they were all on the
».3‘“ bank before dawn.

e

page 567. .. 2 SAMUEL 17

Hebrew Ithra, a variant name for Jether. 17:25b As in some Greek 1

Hebrew reads an Israelite. :
?\POV' 412

23Meanwhile, Ahithophel was
publicly disgraced when Absalom
refused his advice. So he saddled
his donkey, went to his home-
town, set his affairs in order, and
hanged himself. He died there and
was buried beside his father.

24David soon arrived at Maha-
naim. By now, Absalom had mo-
bilized the entire army of Israel
and was leading his troops across
the Jordan River. 25Absalom had
appointed Amasa as commander
of his army, replacing Joab, who
had been commander under
David. (Amasa was Joab’s cousin.
His father was Jether,* an Ishma-
elite.* His mother, Abigail
daughter of Nahash, was the sis-
ter of Joab’s mother, Zeruiah.)
26Absalom and the Israelite army
set up camp in the land of Gilead.

27When David arrived at Ma-
hanaim, he was warmly greeted
by Shobi son of Nahash of Rab-
bah, an Ammonite, and by Makir
son of Ammiel of Lo-debar, and
by Barzillai of Gilead from Ro-
gelim. 28They brought sleeping
mats, cooking pots, serving
bowls, wheat and barl~~ "nur,
roasted grain, bear

29honey, butter, &
cheese for David S&
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uken away from me. Yet I want
jour will, not mine.” 4°Then he
{returned to the disciples and
und them asleep. He said to
Ipeter, “Couldn’t you stay awake
ind watch with me even one
hour? 41 Keep alert and pray. Other-
wise temptation will overpower
you. For though the spirit is willing
enough, the body is weak!”
~ 2Again he left them and
prayed, “My Father! If this cup
| cannot be taken away until I
drink it, your will be done.” 4*He
returned to them again and
found them sleeping, for they just
couldn't keep their eyes open.
4480 he went back to pray a third
ime, saying the same things again.
#Then he came to the disciples and
said, “Still sleeping? Still resting?*
Look, the time has come. I, the Son
‘of Man, am betrayed into the
hands of sinners. 46Up, let’s be go-
ing. See, my betrayer is here!”

Jesus Is Arrested

' 7And even as he said this, Judas,
‘one of the twelve disciples, ar-
‘tived with a mob that was armed
1 with swords and clubs. They had
been sent out by the leading
priests and other leaders of the
people. 48Judas had given them a

§ brearranged signal: “You will
b -?6:45 Or Sleep on, take your rest. 26:53 Greek 12 legions.

know which one to arrest when I
go over and give him the kiss of
greeting.” 4950 Judas came
straight to Jesus. “Greetings,
Teacher!” he exclaimed and gave
him the kiss.

soJesus said, “My friend, go
ahead and do what you have
come for.” Then the others
grabbed Jesus and arrested him.
510ne of the men with Jesus
pulled out a sword and slashed off
an ear of the high priest’s servant.

s2Put away your sword,”
Jesus told him. “Those who use
the sword will be killed by the
sword. 53Don’t you realize that I
could ask my Father for thou-
sands* of angels to protect us,
and he would send them in-
stantly? 54But if I did, how
would the Scriptures be fulfilled
that describe what must happen
now?”

ssThen Jesus said to the crowd,
“Am I some dangerous criminal,
that you have come armed with
swords and clubs to arrest me?
Why didn’t you arrest me in the
Temple? I was there teaching every
day. s6But this is all happening to
fulfill the words of the prophets as
recorded in the Scriptures.” At that
point, all the disciples deserted
him and fled.




ne with an oath. “I don't even
iow the man,” he said.

73A little later some other by-
anders came over to him and
id, “You must be one of them;
e can tell by your Galilean ac-
>nt.”

74Peter said, “1 swear by God, |
on’t know the man.” And im-
nediately the rooster crowed.
ssuddenly, Jesus” words flashed
hrough Peter’s mind: “Before the
ooster crows, you will deny me
h{ times.” And he went away,

aying bitterly.

Judas Hangs Himself

3- 27 Very early in the morning,
the leading priests and
other leaders met again to discuss
how to persuade the Roman gov-
ernment to sentence Jesus to
death. 2Then they bound him
and took him to Pilate, the Ro-
‘Man governor.

" 3When Judas, who had be-

=

rayed him, realized that Jesus had
Deen condemned to die, he was
(filled with remorse. So he took the
thirty pieces of silver back to the

Hleading priests and other leaders.

{ han.”

page 1637 . . . MATTHEW 27

¥ have sinned,” he declared, “for
" ave betrayed an innocent

§ “What do we caret dthey-ser
: ‘719 Or 1 took. 27:9-10 Greek as the Lord directed me. Zech 11:12-13; Jer 32:6-9.

torted. “That's your problem.”
sThen Judas threw the money
onto the floor of the Temple and
went out and hanged himself.
6The leading priests picked up
the money. “We can’t put it in
the Temple treasury,” they said,
“since it's against the law to ac-
cept money paid for murder.”
7After some discussion they fi-
nally decided to buy the potter’s
field, and they made it into a
cemetery for foreigners. 8That is
why the field is still called the
Field of Blood. ¢This fulfilled
the prophecy of Jeremiah that

says, '\'ﬂ A’('r. @; ‘53

“They took* the thirty pieces

of silver—

the price at which he was
valued by the people of
Israel—

10 and purchased the potter’s

field,

as the Lord directed.*”

Jesus’ Trial before Pilate
11Now Jesus was standing before
Pilate, the Roman governor. “Are
you the King of the Jews?” the
governor asked him.

Jesus replied, “Yes, it is as you
say.”
12But when the leading priests

1 ’::



wchiother which of them weuld
ef‘do such a thing.
2iAnd they began tg argue
mong themselves as/to who
t‘could be the greatest i1y the com-
Epg Kingdom. 2%Jesus old them,
“Ii this world the kings and great
nen-order their peg ble around,
and yet they are called ‘friends of
the people.’ 26Buf among you,
fhose who are the greatest should

lfake the lowest rank, and the
{eper should be like a servant.
{2, _rmally the fnaster sits at the
{ible and is served by his ser-
{yvants. But not hpre! For 1 am yout
{servant. 28YO have remained
{twe to me in my time of trial.
|#And just ag my Father has
{granted me 2 Kingdom, I now
grant you thef right 30 eat and
1 dtink at my fable in that King-
{ dom. And you will siton thrones,

0

| judging thg_myve tribes of Israel.

[{31“Simon, Simon, Satan has
‘Asked to have all of you, tO sift
Jou like wheat. 32But [ have
‘Pleaded in prayer for you, Simon,
{that your faith should not fail. So
‘when you have repented and

 and build up your brothers.”
33Peter said, “Lord, 1 am ready

23715312

med to me again, strengthen \

to go to prison with you, and
even to die with you.”

34But Jesus said, “Peter, let me

tell you something, The rooster
will not crow tomorrow morning
until you have denied three times
that you even know me.”

“ISThen Jesus asked them,

"When I sent you outto preach the
Good News and you did not have

money, a
dothing, did you lack anything?”

traveler's bag, or extra

“No,” they replied.

36"But now,” he said, “take

your money and a traveler's bag.
And if you don't

have a sword,

sell your clothes and buy one!

37For the time

has come for this

prophecy about me to be ful-
filled: ‘He was counted among
those who were rebels.* Yes,

|

everything
the prophets will come true.”

written about me by

38“Lord,” they replied, “we have

two swords among us.

sThat's enough,” he said.

Jesus Prays

on the Mount of Olives

9Then, accompanied by the dis-
ciples, Jesus left the upstairs room
and went as usual to the Mount
of Olives. 4°There he told them,
“Pray that you will not be over-

come by temptation.”
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Baal. fspecial strength to Elijah. He
1” So ftucked his cloak into his belt and
and fran ahead of Ahab’s chariot all
e Ki. | the way to the entrance of Jezreel.
tere; |0
 Eljjah Flees to Sinai
; 4119 When Ahab got home, he
17" told Jezebel what Elijah had
| done and that he had slaughtered
| the prophets of Baal. 2o Jezebel
| sent this message to Elijah: “May
| the gods also kill me if by this
| time tomorrow [ have failed to
| take your life like those whom
| you killed.”
| 3Elijah was afraid and fled for

”GO'
hear

But

y of
the

ook

ced, | his life. He went to Beersheba, a
and  f town in Judah, and he left his ser-
ig.”) fvant there. 4Then he went on
)go- f alone into the desert, traveling all
he | day. He sat down under a solitary
mne, | broom tree and prayed that he
v-a f might die. “I have had enough,
f a F LorD,” he said. “Take my life, for |

m no better than my ancestors.”
SThen he lay down and slept
nder the broom tree. But as he
as sleeping, an angel touched
im and told him, “Get up and
at!” 6[{e looked around and saw
ome bread baked on hot stones
nd a jar of water! So he ate and
“Urank and Jay down again.

" “Then the angel of the LORD
@me again and touched him and

Hebrew Horeb, another name for Sinai.

tehe s Eov
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]
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said, “Get up and eat Some more,
for there is a long journey ahead
of you.”

8S0 he got up and ate and
drank, and the food gave him
enough strength to travel forty
days and forty nights to Mount
Sinai,* the mountain of God.
9There he came to a cave, where
he spent the night.

The Lorp Speaks to Elijah
But the LORD said to him, “What
are you doing here, Elijah?”
10Elijah replied, “I have zeal-
ously served the LORD God Al-
mighty. But the people of Israel
have broken their covenant with
you, torn down your altars, and
killed every one of your prophets.
I alone am left, and now they are

trying to kill me, too.”

11“Go out and stand before me
on the mountain,” the LORD told
him. And as Elijah stood there,
the LORD passed by, and a mighty
windstorm hit the mountain. It
was such a terrible blast that the
rocks were torn loose, but the
LORD was not in the wind. After
the wind there was an earth-
quake, but the LORD was not in
the earthquake. 12And after the
earthquake there was a fire, but
the LORD was not in the fire. And

tiedhen Devi AL L]
Flioishecf,_{éim gapid ' )
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to Baal and every mouth that has not kissed him."

v.19 So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, while
he was plowing with twelve pairs of oxen before him, and he with the
twelfth. And Elijah passed over to him and threw his mantle on him.

v.20 And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, "Please let me
kiss my father and my mother, then I will follow you." And he said
to him, "Go back again, for what have I done to you?"

v.21 So he returned from following him, and took the pair of oxen and
sacrificed them and bojled their flesh with the implements of the oxen,
and gave it to the people and they ate. The he arose and followed
Elijah and ministered to him.

P;s:?

INTRODUCTION

We have been tracing the biography of Elijah these many weeks through various

circumstances and experiences in his walk with God. Eirst, we noted him at

the palace pronouncing the message of judgment; then, to the brook Cherith,
and from there to Zarephath.to be protected and provided for by the Lord
during the time of judgment. And then the assignment comes to go back to
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the palace and the confrontation with Ahab prepared us for the e ience
of last week when we looked together at Fhe moment of great victory on Car-
mel when the fire o e Lord fell to consume the sacrifice and convince
the people that Jehovah is God. And then our passage concluded with the

refreshing rain which the Lord sent in response to the prophet's prayer.

From a human point of view, in looking at the biography of Elijah to this
time, we would expect now a time of national repe ce and revival, a

time of great blessing and prosperity as the people are once again_obedient

to the Lord and the rain has come to refresh the lapd so that the blessing

of the Lord might be upon his people. At 4 Mowent OF Graades - oportunciy
Cowmes Greatesst oppo:?m*»\ R
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ed al] the proppets with the sword

hat Elijah had done, and how he had kill-

/ ‘,Hﬁjfnge left our prophet last week running ahead of Ahab's chariot and now we

pick up Ahab's arrival at home. Here he comes in all wei and muddy, and
he hopes that Jezebel has already gone to bed, but just 1ike every curious
wife, she has to hear every detail before she's satisfied. She's been hop-
ing all day that the outcome of the confrontation on Carmel would be in her
favor. She finds that Ahab is quite subdued in spirit and shaken in heart
over what had taken place. s B s

P Hoviey P Tohutly Awesome 1!
had dong. Lt is stj]]

The record says that Ahab told Jezebel that
impossible for Ahab and Jezebel to seeftha i]

an_instrument 1n
the hands of the Tiving God to bring the people back to
thelr leadership.

’ Himself a§7¥ij1 3; g
fvev-1 detail Ged's Blanwg |
Ahab not only relates to Jezebel all the details of the contest, but the con-

b howrs bt,(,‘&‘ al o breacrst Hable 1 e Moeaiuq . . .
Eive ' 7 ) )
fe.,\ol.._ 'ﬁ!“lv;c‘ eiy W Gocls —le  &avqe b arcu v Fest

A ACY V1 e

850 Frpky Places Mt



Froverts 2179 ¢ Pl daduise anet Coones of the. ool than

y [e=o ]

/ umation of the conflict in the killing of the pophet with the sword.

Threpogg:' then, in verse 1 is a report off Elijah's total victory. /
She is & Femnist < She /s i his Face .
Verse 2" o |-|ﬁm ent a messenge 117 ing, 'So ma he aod

LO il Jdlls Sox
o ot and. eve Smore, if I do not make your life as the life of one. of
hem by fomorrow ab - F
hem.) TRELTITE A4 1E A AP Gj’“{’f‘(’a"‘“" Mad 4 ou Fla Got A
= “
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Whereas we get the peport in verse 1, we get the reaction in verse 2. "Then
Jezebel..." Here she takes the leadership which has been yielded to her by 'l
Ahab so many times, and she sends a messenger to Elijah. She gets a tele: &- Mma !
9 \\ gram off to Elijah with the following message. "So may the godsdo to me =
"'e,an even more, 'if_I do not make your life as the life of one of them by

ov% tomorrow about this time." Simeevely ours, le&Le\f “the Quec Bee U

Q, Jezebel sends a threat, and her threat to Elijah is an oath that the gods -

- O ~can-do_to_her more than had been done on Mount Larme if she is not_able to
X W put Elijah_through the same e berience that the prophets had gone through
{e T Tosing their lives at the conclusion of the conflict. B,ﬂ blugp &t
. va

T/ hafF + TH PuFF! —» Conrd 18 1% on FRTVETE. -
Jezebel had already made good her claim in the taking of the lives of so many

of the prophets of Jehovah. Elijah probably had no= illusions about her ability

to follow through on her threat. b | Seoevet S b | A

Md\(.:t?l' A lotoF 3 wcpvqker oF God.. ~

Here we have the tragic picture of our prophet acting contrary toshissgreats

est strength. He was afraid. ﬁﬂi 6’EEE e Oy qI L Lot w
Prov. 29:25 says, "The fear of man bm‘ngs a ¥nare, but whoso puts his trust
Th the Lord shall be safe." 1II Tim. 1:7: "God hath not given us the spirit
of fear." Phil. 4:6: "Be anxious
P —————
s

it
;
In vers@me get the report; vers the

Deter also was afraid of a maidf E h
0T Lhe_LOrd was upon_ pter 18
~cont

d
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( onting a j‘,ﬂaﬂ_ﬁ?i?am;%m- apter 1 ,*uhs:s*bhﬂmk‘mganlyaf
MOSES GoesTRORTWIS T How Weak d Sevdant S wikhoat God. !
——r "
.\ SLM lII Chron. é%Z"Jehoshaphat hears from the Lord when he is surrounded by
o enemies, 'Set yourself; stand ye still, and see the salvation of the Lord."
SM‘ So it is with Moses as he is pursued by the hosts of Pharoh and he's walled
in by the Red Sea.iEx. 14:13 and 14,) "But Moses said to the people, 'Do not
L fear; stand by and¥See the salvation of the Lord which He will accomplish

Qv for you today, for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never
? -\ﬂ‘ see them again forever. The Lord will fight for you while you keep silent.
e

L@“Beho]d, God is my salvation. I will trust and not be afraid,
or the Lord God is my strength and song, and He has become my salvation."
A"J'fﬁ.lﬂ.% - Maw o F [:dl‘-“\ CQU.(JL\'L wa‘.'t-!

Moses - Meey —» Go+ mad- - . _ ' 8
Vavd = A poaw AEder Godb own lmwf', Gant s fo Auother Man's D Fes

Voshag . staq o +he beorc
<o o

& B N ac t S

i



(Facing Your Giants by Max Lucado) Nashville, TN: W Publishing. Copyright — Max Lucado,

2006. i A
Late 1v The Chasa
- — —
| TOPIC |REF# | TEXT™
Anxiety 682-08 But in the wave of weariness, David hits the pause button

on good thoughts and thinks:

Sooner or later, Saul’s going to get me. The best thing I -
can do 1s escape to Philistine country. Saul will count me a
lost cause and quit hunting me down in every nook and
cranny of Israel. I'll be out of his reach for good. (27:1
MSG)
p. 65 4§ayu..‘ 2751 Messeg€
.~

—
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‘;%;E;L:EE:;Q["Thou wilt keep him perfect peace whose mind is stayed on
ee because he trusteth in Thee."
We see(firstjthat he was and
,/ifjj?j'// Because of the fear, the prophet is moved to action for the first time in
‘5ﬁ5 our biography without a word from the Lord,
1§gg;;ﬁ:;lh We have noted at each juncture the prophet has been trained to wait for a
N message from the Lord to_go to the brook Cherith, to go to Zarephath, to_
c»gé}’/éh go to _the palace, and Tiow in fear, it says, "He arose™, or fie moves to
%ﬁ Action. He—shquld have learned that he could trust the same lord who hig
o . :
e himat Cherith) or in_the house atZarephatl? right under the kings nose,
‘o'k\ that that Bsame _God could prote and provide for him now. even if it meant
O%v4 there _was an(Qbadiaf) who had to hide him in a cave to protect him from Jezebel.

A&:‘E _\} e was(afraid)and(arose) and he{yan for his life. -

When you're most eager to is the time you'll ma iti is~
A fakes. How often do we Took to circumstances rather that to the Lord of the
circumstances, and we make a mistake by running out of the will of God, Walk-
4 ffect1 ing by sight always magnifi culties. We can see this in the ex-
1 4 J,o~ perience of the 12 spies who went in to the land, 10 of whom felt that it was
R impossible to go in because they had their eyes on the difficulties and cir-
7o sgncumstances that surrounded their taking of the land rather than the God who
o St f had made the promise. We see this in the life of Philip and Andrew at a time
when they only hadf_}gﬁ.\;%i.ﬂﬂﬂw- at are these among SO
many when the Bread of Life stands before them available to sustain by making

every provision necessary to meet the needs that are before them.
tﬂEE::%i;gzj "By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for
he endured it, seeing Him who is unseen."

"L et him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall."
‘ "Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early

d
and gone out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the
city, and his servant said to him, 'Alas, my master, what shall we do?' So
he answered, 'Do not fear, for those who are with us are more that those who
poare with them.' Then Elisha prayed and said, 'O Lord, I pray, open his eyes
¥ that he may see.' The Lord opened the servants eyes and he saw, and behold,
the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha."
L-_—_—-—""Q-_, —
ik 9:| "When the enemy shall come in 1ike a flood, the Spirit of the

ift up a standard against him."

"And he was afraid, and arose and ran for his life, and came to Beersheba."

= = T Aboul N15-g0 Miles [T A This AF+er Ruwwwq 5 Jezreel I
He left the domain of the Northern kingdom and came even to the south and
does not feel secure even here. It says, "And Teft’his servant there."

Evidently Elijah wanted to be alone, and because of his feelings of comgggsjgg
or the servant, ne leaves him in Beersheba.




173 If Jesus Goes With Me
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1. It may be in the val - ley,where countless dangers hide; It

3. But if it be my por-tion to bear my cross at home,While
4, It is not mine to ques-tion }h.e il.lggmentsiot my Lgrd, It

i
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may be in the

2. It may be I must car-ry the bless-ed word of life A- cross the burn-ing
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is but mine to
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wheth - er here or thﬁre,
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sun - shine that 1 inpeace a - bide; But this one thing I know, if
des - serts to those in sin-ful strife; And tho' it be my lot to
bur - dens bey-ond the bil-lows' foam, Tl prove my faith in Him, con-
fol - low the lead-ings t;_ I,{E Word. But if to go or stay,_ or
® 1 1 1
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it Dbe dark or fair, if Je-sus is withme, T'll go an-y-where!

bear my col-ors there, If Je - sus goes withme, I'll go an-y-where!
fess His judg-ments fair, And, if He stays withme, 1I'll go an-y-where!

7
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I'll be, with my Sav-iour, con-tent an-y,where!
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If Je-sus goes withme, I'll go o an -y - where! 'Tis heav-en to me, Wher-
go
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e'er Imay be, if He is there! Icount it a priv-ilege.

here — His

His cross, His
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We notice three key phrases in this-vegse that help wus trﬁﬁﬁ.hhﬁJmnuement
* he went a day s journey into.the
Gecond)

wﬂder‘ness he came and sat down under a juniper tree; and m
he requested for himself that he might die.

Psalm 139 verses 7-10, "Where can I go from Thy Spirit, or where can I

flee from Thy presence? If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there. If I make

my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there. If I take the wings of the dawn,

if I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, even there Thy hand will Tead

me, and Thy right hand will lay hold of me." (et p,wa_.‘ Evove Jezckel but mvf

Trov God. -

Exhausted by his travels, he sits down under a 5un1per tree and makes a

request for himself in prayer that he might die. We then have the record of
P!;;jﬁf-e his prayer. "It is enough now, O Lord. Take my life, for I am no better

JoAthan my fathers." what a contras rayer is from the last prayer we
@W p w heard Elijah Carmel,{firstywhen he prayed for the fire and
&) we “—W 11-rthen the rain Now 1'n 2 moment 0 depression, "It i1s enough now, O
i uwﬂl ord", recognizing Him as Lord and one who has the power of granting life
G A as wei1 as tak1ng it. His request is to take his life, and the reason for
qm,w‘ th1s requestyqis, "...fop I am, not better than my fathers." Failed 4Iﬁuw=10u+ like
'{:J“ —— e e A'll +hy vest.-
@ re the impact that could have been made if Elijah had GI"I'I:"'”'" e

M g .e‘ﬁml ﬂua «\ee emw&eeﬁmemtap$eﬂmmumwateiyeneeded; TSy

rned-away: T emrBeeﬂvtew&rd;ﬁed?and«yeea haﬁause

ae'fdmeememanedeEhmwkhehax e
’;a;mm;wkh&ﬁﬁthﬂﬁLﬁﬂd meu}d hide him, even as He had'dene befor s

'¥eddﬂmg#oh“1nrthe-e§:£s ; i
mi »hgﬁ;ha?wex b;eenwlcf*aenvlvyd S
£ iding_ t could have been the
A -@%‘@g@mﬂ@eﬁefmmnmw N ps the 7000 secret
A would have come to the Eﬂght;zand there would have been a major

It is amazing how many of God's great men fail in the area_of their_strenath,
For Abraham, his faith, when he went into Egypt, lied; Moses, his meekness,
in anger struck the rocks; Elijah, his courage turns to fear through the
threat of a wicked king.

It was{John the Baptist.,/ who while in prison, sent the depressing message,
_ﬁ(}k "Art t e, or 100k we for another?"
et - B 2 -

There were two very definite needs that Elijah had at this point, and in the



s

midst of his sical exhaustion, he c0u1d not see to discern the directions

of the Lord. he needed rest, and he needed food. The Lord
gave him what he needed rather than what he wanted —

You may be out of God's will, but you're not out of His concern. %*—

ml;(:n-’in Nno

Prmnsmn/ /n %rm‘—& Zam,p&eﬂ DsenL
Just as the Lord had provided for him in Cherith and Zarephath, so now the

Lovd Wever SHfy +akinng Care oF Hisguwn i

S
The Lord comes back a second time and makes prov1s1on for him, and the m“"’ut[ﬂ{67
reason he comes the second time is E “the journey is too great for </, e,
you. \

It is the voice of the Lord saying, "I know your needs, and I know your
capacities."

with God.

Once again we have the recurrance of that great phrase that is an indication

of further manifestations of the wil] of the lord to Elijah, and that is, “The
*’ word of the Lord came to him." — Teak! ve it is Il ST—

This time the word of the Lord isin the form of a question: "What are you doing
9 hepeggRldgahd” ., . ,of wheat 3 han Plannid No Avise 4 Go !l !éunlrm%*

; ko, S
rgcgng, been zealo at the ma.]omty have forsa en the Lord: _/JC,“*’%
hen he speaks of his own ]onhness, that he is alone, left, and they are %{lﬁ %ff'_ok
seeking his 1ife to take it away. NG
_\-___., ~2 \N\‘f
Verse 11:]/"So he said, 'Go forth., and stand on the mountain before the Lord,' >
ATd” behold, the Lord was pa Ng m.-rrnmm-smmmrr and1ng
i'ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ?flmmm before the lord: b he

ordg 4ind, And afte he wind, an earthquake, b he |ord
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i Now the Lord is preparing to reveal Himself to His servant.
PRSI SRy

L.VEE rse 132 1 dod.aftec the eacthquake a fire, but the lord Was 00t dledhE

Elijah's response is the same as to the earlier question, defense for his
d_t that _he is the only one left, and that there are those
life.

Sed - prophnet - 1s_TO

ignment -v63e4cwx\ﬂl 'ghifﬁsfﬁ

We have noted together in our biography that the Lord's hand guided him to
Jezreel, and now His voice spoke with these new assignments.

These are. thg ;hrgg ]eaders who are going to carry out G
the pegple deps probably the assignments that He had in mind

= i)



he act of placing the responsibility upon the one who is going to
) T -‘s EFEMEHTHT“ﬁﬁt '?7§1acwng--1s= &fﬂﬂe upan hTm," g

CONCLUSION . /] L@ SI0/78

assage that has been under consid

(§3§TETIO getting out of God's will by emotions and c1rcumstances is a very
paintul experience. We have learned the reason Elijah did this 1is because
Tie had his eyes no longer on God but on a furious woman.

i

=/ We also learned that God's attitude is not affected by our failure.

ETijah did simply by walking by sight which maqn1f1es difficu t1es and
para]yzes spiritual activity. Difficulties are nothing to the soul who

Ts occupied with God. We can see this in the Red Sea account, in_the life
of David, and with scores of others who are victorious as long as they
keep their eyes upon the Lord.

(:E?E) I think there's a tremendous lesson for us in.God's.a

servant who is outside of His will. He did not Tove him any 1e§s wh11e
fracE1ng him over the hills of Samaria like a shepherd tracking a wandering

sheep. There's no-upbraiding reproaches, no threats of dismissal. Instead
He makes loving provision o% sleep, tood, and has _kind thou hts toward
His servant. We see this same thing trué in the experience of the Erod1ga1
son, and in the life of Jonah. b(ngmdhttwq 4 /oue

(:}§§ We also learned that though we are forsaken by man, we are never forgotten
by God.

o\ When you think you have missed God's will, get alone with Him and hear afresh
% —/ His voice.

q‘iih The Lord will not speak in the dramatic, but in a still, small voice. Isaiah

-




(1001 Great Stories & “Quotes” by R. Kent Hughes) Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.
Copyright — R. Kent Hughes, 1998.

| TOPIC | REF # | TEXT

Depression 232-35 Martin Luther was experiencing a time in his life when he was
suffering from deep despair and depression. He couldn’t seem to
come out of it. Frustrated by it all, his wife came to breakfast one
morning wearing a black armband. “Who died?” Luther asked.
His wife answered, “Well, with the way you've been carrying on
around here, I thought God did.”

p. 122



G Y book Disappointment With

God explores three questions

A REFRESHER
CouRrse ON
GOoD’s MAJEsT

ReAD:
Exodus 33:1-11

many Christians ask: Is God hidden?
Is God silent? Is God unfair? It struck
me that those questions did not trouble
the Hebrews in the Sinai wilderness.
Y They saw evidence of God every day,

heard Him speak, and lived under a
contract signed in His own hand. Qut
of this relationship emerged a great
gift from the Jews to the world: mono-
theism—the belief in one sovereign,

You cannot see My

see Me, and live.

holy God.

good buddy. We could use a refresher

face; for no man shall / Today many treat God like a cosmic

—Exodus 33:20

course from the Old Testament on

THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR:
¥ Exodus 31-33
& Matthew 22:1-22

God’s majesty.
Pastor Gordon MacDonald writes,
“The most costly sins I have commit-

ted came at a time when [ briefly suspended my reverence
for Ged. .. .- I quietly (and insanely) concluded that God
didn’t care and most likely wouldn’t intervene were I to risk

the violation of one of His co

MacDonald say

9

s his own love for God has moved away

from a sentimental model, which never satisfied him, to
something closer to a father/son model. (He is learning to

reverence, obey, and thank God; to eXpress appropriate sor-
row for sin; to pursue a quietness in which he might hear

_.God whisper./He seeks a_r'elationship with God'appropriate

to the profound difference between the two parties.
As God’s children, we may “come boldly to the throne of

grace” (Heb. 4:16)

. But let us ever be mindful of our Father’s

inestimable majesty. —Philip Yancey
— e

To
the

worship is to recognize
supreme worth of God.




Sy
Seromd /‘-‘?m;ue»/;ar7 OF [eaks

Searh 1o AM. 27T

December 26 Imost everyone will at some time
Friday 0 in their life be affected by depres-
sion, either their own or someone

HE C AN I_E AD else’s. Some common signs and symp-
toms of depression include feelings of
YOU OUT OF IT hopelessness, pessimism, worthless-
ness, and helplessness. Although we
READ: cannot say for certain that characters
1 Kings 19:1-12 in the Bible experienced depression,
we can say that some did exhibit a
deep sense of despondency, discour-
After the earthquake a  agement, and sadness that is linked to
EZi’i:tiEZhﬁr'f:mﬁer personal powerlessness and loss of
the fire a still small meaning and enthusiasm for life.
voice. —1 Kings 19:12  Elijah is one biblical character who
fits this description. After defeating

THE BibLe IN ONE YEAR: the prophets of Baal, he received a
M Zechariah 13-14 death threat from Jezebel. His hope
M Proverbs 30:10-20

was shattered, and despondency set in.
He wanted to die! God helped Elijah deal with his despon-
dency in several ways. The Lord did not rebuke him for his
feelings but sent an angel to provide for his physical needs.
Then, the Lord revealed Himself and reminded Elijah that He
was quietly working among His people. Next, He renewed
Elijah’s mission by giving him new orders. Finally, God
reminded Elijah that he wasn’t alone.

In our times of discouragement, let us remember that God
loves us and desires to lead us to a place of a renewed vision
of Himself! —Marvin Willi

Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side;
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to thy God to order and provide;

In every change He faithful will remain. —von Schiegel

The weak, the helpless, and the discouraged
are in the Shepherd’s special care.



((Future Grace by John Piper)\Sisters, OR: Multnomah Books. Copyright - John Piper, 1995.

\
| TOPIC \ |REF# |TEXT |

019-14 Anxiety is clearly the theme of this text. It makes the
root of anxiety explicit in verse 30: “But if God so arrays the
grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown

into the furnace, will He not mu
it thl” Jesus says that the root of anxiety

is inadequate faith in our Father’s future grace. As unbelief
gets the upper hand in our hearts, one of the effects is anxiety.
The root cause of anxiety is a failure to trust all that God has
promised to be for us in Jesus.

AL

( Anxiety

Anxiety 019-15 Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; for

tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough
trouble of its own. (Matthew 6:34)
God will see to it that you are not tested in any given day

more than you can bear (1 Corinthians 10:13). He will work for

you, so that “as [your] days, so shall [your] strength be”

(Deuteronomy 33:25, KJV). Every day will have no more trouble

than you can bear; and every day will have mercies sufficient for

that day’s stress (Lamentations 3:22-23).

( p. 59
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SPIRITUAL DEJECTION

going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all
this, today is the third day since these things
happened” (Luke 24:21).

very fact that the disciples stated was right, but the
Econclusions they drew from those facts were wrong.

Anything that has even a hint of dejection spiritu-
ally is always wrong. If I am depressed or burdened, I am
to blame, not God or anyone else. Dejection stems from
one of two sources—I have either satisfied a lust or I have
not had it satisfied. In either case, dejection is the result.

me to demand an answer from God, instead of seeking
God Himself who gives the answer. What have 1 been
hoping or trusting God would do? Is today “the third
day” and He has still not done what I expected? Am 1
therefore justified in being dejected and in blaming God?
Whenever we insist that God should give us an answer to
prayer we are off track. The purpose of prayer is that we
get ahold of God, not of the answer. It is impossible to

a sign of sickness. This is also true spiritually. Dejection
spiritually is wrong, and we are always to blame for it.

shaking events to see God’s power. Even the fact that we
are dejected is proof that we do this. Yet we never realize
that all the time God is at work in our everyday events
' and in the people around us. If we will only obey, and do
' the task that He has placed closest to us, we will see Him.
E One of the most amazing revelations of God comes to us

when we learn that it is in the everyday things of life that
- we realize the magnificent deity of Jesus Christ.

i SQ—#MVJ%] Moy ning

{
r
“We were hoping that it was He who was Jk

Lust means “I must have it at once.” Spiritual lust causes |

be well physically and to be dejected, because dejection is |

We look for visions from heaven and for earth-

Chambers. My UTMost For

| RS HighesT

FEBRUARY 7




(God’s Most Precious Jewels are Crystallized Tears: True Stories of Women Who Turned Their
Misery Into Ministry by Barbara Johnson) Nashville, TN: Word. Copyright — Barbara Johnson,
2001.

{ TOPIC | REF# | TEXT l

Depression 359-08 eila realized

His questic
the answer was a re

n.a-poem she had

@ ; Uy@ I never knew you lived so close to the floor,

But every time I am bowed down,
Crushed by this weight of grief,

GA” o
o~ I feel your hand on my head,
O/r&./s’ . Your breath on my cheek,
U_) Your tears on my neck.

W You never tell me to pull myself together,
/ To stem the flow of many years.
You simply stay by my side
For as long as it takes,
So close to the floor.
p. 162

ot e e }9&&,/( - |
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hen the new assignments come, be obedient. Anoint Hazael in Syria, anoint
Jehu in Israel, anoint Elisha in your place.

(:EE§E It's a privilege God. We aren't j?gjggggigbie, and
aren't alope are just some of the lessons that we can learn trom tThi
passage tEat we have studied together today.

id B
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(Keep a Quiet Heart by Elisabeth Elliot) Ann Arbor, Michigan: Vine Books. Copyright - Elisabeth
Elliot, 1995.

| TOPIC | REF# | TEXT

Anxiety 066-07 I've many a cross to take up now,
And many left behind;
But present troubles move me not,
Nor shake my quiet mind.
And what may be to-morrow’s cross
I never seek to find;
My Father says, “Leave that to me,
And keep a quiet mind.”

Anonymous
p. b2

. s
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V_l'ﬂl'p . mass grave with those | plans? When his hand moves,
in o in battle. You whll descend | who can stop him?”

Magghe pit. 20You will rjot be given
ns jyoper burial, for ypu have de-

yed your nation aind slaugh-
D fifed your people. Ypur SOD will

n of fisucceed you as king. *! Kill the

throjldren of this sinne 1 Do not let
ho gem rise and congper the land
: ftheworld.”
[ wk2This is what the LORD Al-
jighty says: *1, mysglf, have risen
Jrinst him! Twill dgstroy his chil-
>f en and his childs en’s children,
h. i?they will never sifon his throne.

[

A Message about Philistia
28This message came to me the
year King Ahaz died:
29Do not rejoice, you Philis-
tines, that the king who attacked
you is dead. For even though that
whip is broken, his son will be
worse than his father ever was.
From that snake a poisonous
snake will be born, a fiery serpent
to destroy you! 3°I will feed the
oor in my pasture; the needy
will lie down in peace. But as for
you, [ will wipeyou out with fam-
ine. 1 will destroy the few who
remain.
31Weep, you Philistine cities,
for you are doomed! Melt in fear,
for everyone will be destroyed. A
powerful army is coming out O
the north. Each soldier rushes
forward ready to fight. 3zWhat
hould we tell the enemy messel-

aenfe] will make Babylpn into a deso-
15Bullge land, a place bf porcupines,
ughtlled with swamps{and marshes. |
leadfuill sweep the Jand with the
verytbroom of destructfon. I, the LORD
and{Almighty, have sppken!”

vho

ng: LA Message aboulf Assyria

the ’%The LORD Almighty has sworn

nd Fihis oath: “1t will all happen as 1

?}isr fgﬁl\’e planned. It will come about | 8
e f acording to my purposes. 25T will | gers? Tell them that the LORD has
built Jerusalem,* and that the

10§ Dreak the Assyrians when they are
L Tsrael; T will trample them on | poOT of his peop
le ¥ Iy mountains. My peoplewillno | uge in its walls.
i’r nger be their slaves. #®] have a
5 an for the whole earth, for my
Righty power reaches throughout
the world. #The LORD Almighty \
spoken—who can change his |

4 21%%‘4 ! % 26y 27

A A

le will find ref-

| A Message about Moab
1 This message came 1o me
concerning Moab:
In one night your




yws what

he Spirit
\armony
And we
erything
good of
re called
rthem,
e in ad-
1 to be-
his Son
h man
h?"*ng
1e... to
e them
If, and

g
. such
If God
gainst
spare
> him
who
>very-

thom
Wil
) has
hir-
Nu..
s the
was

oo 4
RO

' " his love. Death can't, and life

i
{
|
}

|

i
{

36(Even
your sakg¢ we are killed every day;
we are/being slaughtered like
sheep./*) 37No, despite all these
thingé, overwhelming victory is
ourgthrough Christ, who loved us.

38And 1 am convinced that
nothing can ever separate us from

can’t. The angels can’t, and the
demons can't. Our fears for to-
day, our worries about tomor-
row, and even the powers of hell
can't keep God’s love away.
39Whether we are high above the
sky or in the deepest ocean, noth-
ing in all creation will ever be
able to separate us from the love
of God that is revealed in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

God’s Selection of Israel

9 In the presence of Christ, I
speak with utter truthful-

ness—I do not lie—and my con-

science and the Holy Spirit

page 1887 .. .ROMANS 9

confirm that what I am saying is
true. 2My heart is filled with bitter
sorrow and unending grief 3for my
people, my Jewish brothers and
sisters. 1 would be willing to be
forever cursed—cut off from
Christ!—if that would save them.
4They are the people of Israel, cho-
sen to be God’s special children.
God revealed his glory to them. He
made covenants with them and
gave his law to them. They have
the privilege of worshiping him
and receiving his wonderful prom-
ises. 5Their ancestors were great
people of God, and Christ himself
was a Jew as far as his human na-
ture is concerned. And he is God,
who rules over everything and is
worthy of eternal praise! Amen.*
sWell then, has God failed to
fulfill his promise to the Jews?
No, for not everyone born into a
Jewish family is truly a Jew! 7Just
the fact that they are descendants
of Abraham doesn’t make them
truly Abraham’s children. For the
Scriptures say, “Isaac is the son
through whom your descendants
will be counted,”* though Abra-
ham had other children, too.
8This means that Abraham's
physical descendants are not nec-
essarily children of God. It is the
children of the promise who are

8:36 Ps 44:22. 9:5 Or May God, who rules over everything, be praised forever. Amen. 9:7 Gen 21:12.




lind?”

esus Claims to Be

he Son of God

71t was now winter, and Jesus was
1 Jerusalem at the time of Hanuk-
ah.* 23He was at the Temple,
valking through the section
mown as Solomon’s Colonnade.
uThe Jewish leaders surrounded
him and asked, “How long areyou
oing to keep us in suspense? If
. are the Messiah, tell us
plainly.”
25]esus replied, “I have already
lold you, and you don't believe
Ime. The proof is what I do/in the
name of my Father. 26put you
don’t believe me becauge you are
{not part of my flock. ZMy sheep
| fecognize my voice; I know them,
land they follow me. 281 give them
leternal life, and they will never
{ perish. No one will snatch them
{away from me, 29for my Father
| has given them to me, and he is
| more powerful than anyone else.
{80 no one can take them from
{ me, 30The Father and I are one.”
| 310nce again the Jewish lead-
{ rs picked up stones to kill him.
|7 us said, “At my Father’s di-
| tection I have done many things
{ to help the people. For which one

10:22 Or the Festival of Dedication. 10:34 Ps 82:6.

page 1781 . ..

demon open the eyes of the | of these good deeds/are you kill-

ing me?”
33They replie
good work, b
because you,
made your
34]esus feplied, “It is written in
law that God said to

/ “Not for any
for blasphemy,

say,
kngw that the Scriptures cannot
altered. So if those people,

were called ‘gods,” 36why do you
call it blasphemy when the Holy
One who was sent into the world
by the Father says, 1 am the Son
of God’? 37Don’t believe me un-
less 1 carry out my Father's work.
38But if | do his work, believe in
what 1 have done, even if you
don't believe me. Then you will
realize that the Father is in me,
and T am in the Father.”

390nce again they tried to ar-
rest him, but he got away and left
them. 40He went beyond the Jor-
dan River to stay near the place

\ where John was first baptizing.

41 And many followed him. “John

didn’t do miracles,” they re-

marked to one another, “but all

his predictions about this man
' have come true.” 42And many be-
| lieved in him there.

R
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4 have a log in your own? | The Golden Rule
12Do for others what you would

like them to do for you. This is
summary of all that is taught in

theﬁﬁ%th%fgyh i e Imﬁl"a‘/'

13“You can enter God’s Kingdom ﬂ// 2
only through the narrow gate. i
The highway to hell* is broad,
and its gate is wide for the many A L{_
who choose the easy way. '4But
the gateway to life is small, and
the road is narrow, and only a few

ever find it.

owj’ : :
Yiow can you think of saying,

1(0;{ me help you get rid of that
Jofpeck in your eye, when you
1o fin't see past the log in your own
I kpe? SHypocrite! First get rid of
nd fhe log from your own €y€; then
1o perhaps you will see well enough
s o deal with the speck in your
iend’s eye.
ng | s"Don’t give what is holy to
g inholy people.” Don't give
e Iheatls to swine! They will trample
> pearls, then turn and attack

- {Jou.

The Tree and Its Fruit

tffective Prayer
m
' 15“Beware of false prophets who

144 emraskitig, and you Wik
urs | Bve: ou ask ?/I%(rep on | come disguised as harmless sheep,
looking, an 1 find. Keep | but are really wolves that will tear

you apart. '6You can detect them

oor will be
by the way they act, justas you can

le /Fveryone who S e{s, identify a tree by its fruit. You
“And the door is opened & don’t pick grapes from thorn-
ne-who knocks. 2You par- bushes, or figs from thistles. 17A

healthy tree produces good fruit,
and an unhealthy tree produces
bad fruit. 18A good tree can’t pro-
duce bad fruit, and a bad tree can't
produce good fruit. 1950 every tree

u

e | People know how to give good | that does not produce good fruitis
e 1 gifts to your children, how much | chopped down and thrown Into
a

il

ents—if your children ask for a
o | loaf of bread, do you give them 2
o | stone instead? 100r if they ask for
+ | afish, do you give them a snake?
Of course not! 1If you sinful

e

more will your heavenly Father the fire. 20Yes, the way to identify a

| 8ive good gifts to those who ask | tree or a person is by the kind of
{ him. | fruit that is produced.

7:6 Greek Don't give the sacred to dogs. 7:13 Greek The way that leads to destruction.
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REEK HIGHER GROUND
If sinners entice you, do not give in to them.

e
It’s easy to be misled by people who know your weaknesses
and to revert back to familiar patterns. People who knew
the old you prefer to keep you defined by the old you. It
makes them feel better abour their own rationalization or
v\’ lack of progress, and it eliminates the need to understand
¥ why and how you have changed. We cannot escape the
temptations of the world, nor can we defeat them through
our own strength.

Choosing to walk with God is a series of choices. It is
submitting, every day, over and over, remaining in a holy
state of dependence at all times. We don’t have to fight the
enemy of sin. We merely need to resist him and allow the
Lord to fight on our behalf.

We will never be tempted beyond what we can handle;
we will always be given an escape route. Watch for the exit

signs and be ready to move. ?




o g—f‘i"‘u q 5"{’1/

A

Drdw“;7 Oleoser Growor

BuiLbpiNGg FENCES 183

in Moses’ words, “to humb]e and to test you so that in the end it
might go well with you” (Deut. 8:16, NIv).

Luke tells us that Jesfis healed ten lepers who requested it.
“Now one of them, when/he saw that he had been healed, turned
back, glorifying God with a loud voice, and he fell on his face at
His feet, giving thanks t¢ Him. And he was a Samaritan. And Jesus
answered and said, ‘Ware there not ten cleansed? But the nine—
where are they?” (Luke 17:15-17).

Gratitude is an atjtude! Patriotism is a form of gratitude. I am
reminded of what it cgst in shed blood for me to live in a free coun-
try. If those who died fwere on parade, the line would circle the globe.

Gratitude is alsq'the oil in the machinery of interpersonal rela-
tionships. At our spring couples’ conferences this year, 1 had par-
ticipants write a trjbute after each of the four sessions.

In the first sepsion they wrote a tribute to their mates.

That exergise gave those attending a renewed appreciation for
one another 4dnd for God.

Independenice

Another roaming beast we want to fence out is a spirit of inde-
pendence If we do not learn dependence upon God, we may end
up with g'hip out of joint like Jacob. We will be making the rest
of the trip leaning on the top of a staff. We can be so stubborn and
ed at times. God then must take us through the break-
ing pro#ss.

Scott and Janina Walker are hosts for one of my home Bible




184 DRAWING CLOSER, GROWING STRONGER

studies. I was touched one evening as Scott shared his testimony+
“At age thirty-eight my life was out of control. I was drinking ¢
heavily My marriage and my employment were in jeopardy,
Midlife transition was rapidly becoming midlife crisis. I neyer
studied Gods Word and seldom prayed. When I did pray; it was
mostly the 911 type. I had abdicated my role as the spiritya]
leader of my family.

“I knew the Lord had been knocking on my heart’s door for |
many years, but 1 stubbornly refused to respond. Instead, | -
attended church, occasionally dropped money in the offering
plate, contributed to worthy community causes, and patted
myself on the back for being a better husband and father than
most other guys I knew.

“Outwardly, I was cruising along thinking I was a pretty neat
guy because of my achievements. My athletic abilities had paid for

my undergraduate and graduate education, and my business
skills had landed some great employment opportunities. My wife,
son, and daughter were in good health. Any onlooker would
think I had it made.

“But inwardly my life had jumped the tracks. My marriage
relationship with Janina was deteriorating. Soon I became restless
and discontented with my job. Pride and selfishness were push-
ing me to the breaking point.

“Then six years ago, in my hour of deepest need, another
couple invitied Janina and me to attend Don Anderson’ Bible
study in a nearby home. Janina had already sensed a spiritual
void in her life and she really wanted to go. After she kept prod-
ding me, I finally but reluctantly said, “Well, T'll go with you just
once.”

“At first I thought, Why should I go to a Bible study? I havent
done anything bad—Ilike murder, rape, or robbery. I'm a good guy.
Although T agreed to attend just to placate my wife, little did 1
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know that God was planning a divine appointment with me.

“That night the Lord began showing me I was living in spiritual
darkness. Again, 1 felt Him knocking at my hearts door. Right
then with some fear and trepidation, I opened it. Through Gods
Word 1 began to see myself as a sinner in need of a Savior. What
a difference Jesus Christ began to make in my life! By Gods grace
[ am a new creation.

“My personal encounter with Christ has revolutionized my
home and my work. All the energy I once expended in resisting
Him is now focused on pursuing Him and His will by the read-
ing of His Word.”

Scott’s story reminds me of Davids words, “The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you
will not despise” (Ps. 51:17 NIV).

Hannah Humard, in her little book Mountain of Spices, puts it
this way:

In acceptance lieth peace,
O my heart be still;

Let thy restless worries cease
And accept his will.

Though this test be not thy choice,
It is his—therefore rejoice.

In his plan there cannot be
Ought to make thee sad:
If this is his choice for thee,
Take it and be glad.
Make from it some lovely thing
To the glory of thy King,
Cease from sighs and murmurings,
Sing his loving grace,






