What You Need to Know About ELIJAH:

“Someone Who Watched God at Work”

Study Number Five - 1 Kings 19:1-21

We're looking at the life of Elijah the prophet. He comes to the
northern kingdom under king Ahab. Ahab did more to provoke
the Lord to anger than any other king.

He and Jezebel together introduced Baal worship to the
nation Israel. Because of that departure from the living God,
they lived an experience of three and a half years of total
economic collapse with a famine in the land.

During those three and a half years, we've watched Elijjah
sustained by the brook Cherith as the ravens brought him
food for at least eighteen months. Then he was told to go to
Zarephath, which was straight across the land, and he stayed
there for about two years.

Then in episode number three we met Obadiah, one of the
oguys who was working close with Ahab. And the confrontation
at the end of that study was between Ahab and Eljjah.

In our last study they played the Super Bowl. We went to

Mount Carmel to the Carmel Convention. We saw the

confrontation between the prophets of God and the prophets of
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Baal. The prophet of God, of course, came out a victor.

Six hours of whooping it up and everything else and nothing
happened. And God miraculously, through Elijah the prophet,
brought fire. He went to the mountain and prayed that rain
would come. And as soon as there was a cloud the size of a
man’s hand on the horizon, he told Ahab to get to the house
because flash flood warnings were out. And he was heading to
the house 1n his chariot as the end of the last episode of “As
the World Turns” subsided, singing “I've seen fire and I've
seen rain,” as he was jogging along ahead of the chariot.

The neat thing about Bible characters is they fail too. And it
really helps us to be able to relate to them.

And for Elijjah there are some principles that are going to
come out of our study that we really need to get ahold of.

The time of our greatest opportunity is when we have our
ogreatest opposition. The time of our greatest heights are when
we're probably going to be thrown into the depths. It’s the
time of our greatest victory that we’re going to experience
defeat.

It’s our time of our greatest delight that we're going to end up
in depression. It’s the time for joy, but now he’s under the
juniper tree.

At every moment of action there’s another moment of great
reaction. And every victory makes us vulnerable.
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This 1s kind of a sad study in a way because we go from the
sublime to the ridiculous. We go from the heights to the
depths.

If we're depressed, we’ll be able to relate to this because this
guy 1s really, really down in the study.

Let’s pick up at verse 1 and we’ll see 1t all unfold.

v. 1 Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and
how he had killed all the prophets with the sword.

“Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijjah had done, and how he
had killed all the prophets with the sword.”

Isn’t it interesting, Ahab pulls the chariot into the driveway.
It’s pouring down rain and he’s muddy and wet and he’s been
totally whipped. What’s he thinking about when he pulls in
the driveway so late at night? He’s thinking, “Oh gosh, I hope
she’s in bed. I mean, I hope she’s asleep.” He takes off his
muddy shoes at the back porch and tries to tiptoe into the
bedroom. And he hears that squeaky little voice, “Honey, 1s
that you? I've been waiting all day to hear from you! I want
every detail!”

And old Ahab walks in like he is in the losers’ locker room. His
head 1s down and he 1s shaking it hard and he’s subdued in
spirit. And his first words are, “Honey, we really got whipped.
We got wiped out. You can tell the cooks that have been
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cooking for the 850 prophets that there ain’t gonna be no
breakfast in the morning. All of them are gone.”

And he probably told her this experience of these last hours,
the six hours when the prophets of Baal tried to call fire out of
heaven from nine till three. And then he told her about Elijah
stepping up at three o’clock in the afternoon and calling fire
out of heaven and all the people yelling. And she just became
SO angry.

Notice the little phrase, “Ahab told Jezebel all’? Every gory
detail. But notice the next thing, “that Elijah had done.”

Isn’t that always the way it 1s? The prophet gets all the flack.
He gets blown. If we could just get rid of him. And she had the
1dea that when he was walking in the house that the 850
prophets of Baal wailed on his tail and it’s all over and it’s
going to be happiness now. It’s been raining. Everything’s
great! We got rid of him.

And now she only learns that, as the report is fully given in
verse 1, that 850 prophets are no longer living as a result of
this.

She’s probably pretty close to them because she ate most of
her meals with them. She probably felt a deep, deep
resentment inside.

“But Jezebel, do you realize that what you sow you're going to
reap. Because you killed all the prophets of God, too, before
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those 850 took their places at your table.”
What’s her reaction to that? It’s in verse 2.
The REPORT—EIljjah’s total victory.

The REACTION:

v. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying,
“So may the gods do to me and even more, if I do
not make your life as the life of one of them by
tomorrow about this time.”

“Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Eljjah, saying, ‘So may the
gods do to me and even more, if I do not make your life as the
life of one of them by tomorrow about this time.”

Get a woman mad and we have a handful. Proverbs tells us
1t’s better to dwell in the corner of the housetops than to be in
the same house with a contentious woman. She 1s ticked. She
1s so mad.

“You got them! I'm getting you! Game ain’t over until the fat
lady sings! We’re gonna fix you.”

And she sends this telegram. It’s written right there in the
text:

“So may the gods do to me and even more, if I do not make
your life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this
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time.”—sincerely yours, Jezebel the queen.
She just stands right up.

A lot of times people in our life are going to huff and puff and
try to blow our house down. But they’ll never blow it down if
1t’s built on the Rock.

Elijah has a great opportunity to demonstrate to the world
that she’s a big bluff.

Now granted, from a human point of view, when we put our
eyes on the human perspective, we’ll always render a wrong
verdict.

This has the seal of the queen on it. She has made good her
threat by killing a lot of the prophets of God. She has the
secret service, the military, and she’s done a lot in the past.
And if we look at it from a human point of view, Elijjah has a
reason, humanly speaking, to be running scared. Right? If we
just took those statistics in hand.

Now he wasn’t running scared yesterday, was he? There’s one
of him against 850 of them, plus the whole nation of Israel
waiting to be convinced.

God will never forsake us no matter how big the bluff. God
will never let us stand out there and then forsake us all of a
sudden and leave us alone. He’ll never let our enemies
triumph over us.



Here’s the RESPONSE.

And so Eljjah just said, “Hang it on your nose Jezebel.” Is that
what your text says? I wish 1t did. He’s leaving the will of God.

v. 3 And he was afraid and arose and ran for his life
and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah,
and left his servant there.

“And he was afraid and he arose and he ran for his life and
came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his
servant there.”

He probably ran twenty-five miles back to Jezreel. He’s had a
marathon. Still wet and muddy and exhausted when he gets
this telegram, he turns around and runs all the way through
the land—probably 75 miles to the south.

There to Beersheba and the servant that’s with him 1s so
exhausted he has to leave him there.

What should Elijah have done at this point? He should have
prayed.

It’s amazing in the Bible how many men and women fail in
their greatest strength. Elijjah is a man of prayer—dynamic.
We've seen a lot of it happen in his life. But when we fail to
pray, we limit God to our own abilities.
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There’s another thing that’s missing in this verse, isn’t there?
There 1s no “word of the Lord” coming unto him saying, “Arise;
oo to Beersheba.” It just says, “he was afraid, he arose and he
ran.” He 1s leaving the will of God.

Proverbs 29 says:

Proverbs 29:25

The fear of man brings a snare, but whoso puts his trust in
the Lord shall be safe.

2 Timothy 1:7

God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of
love, and sound mind.

Philippians 4:6

Be anxious for nothing.

Ever done any studying in the Bible where guys blow it
because they’re afraid?

ABRAHAM lied to Abimelech about his wife and said, “She’s
my sister” because he was afraid of the king.

PETER lied to the little maid and denied that he knew the
Lord because he was afraid for himself.



ELIJAH 1s afraid of Jezebel.

How many of God’s servants fail in the area of some of their
oreatest strength? It only shows us how weak a man is
without God in the center of his life.

Now if this were really Elijah in fellowship with God and he
would have handled this right, how would he have handled 1t?

There are some scriptural illustrations.

Second Chronicles 20 tells us about Jehoshaphat.
Jehoshaphat has them coming from the north, he has them
coming from the south and he has them coming from the east.
And the latest CBS wire says there’s a bunch of them beyond
Hazezon Tamar that are getting ready to surround the land.

And he 1s going to have to act and the next ball is in his court.
What’s he going to do with 1t? He calls the people to prayer.

And when he calls the people to pray he says, “Lord, we don’t
know what to do. This great company that comes against us,
but our eyes are upon you.” (see 2 Chronicles 20)

David, when he’s faced with Goliath, says, “The battle 1s the
Lord’s.” No wonder he picked up the rocks and walked down
there and hit the guy between the running lights. The minute

1t was all over because God was the one who was leading him.
(see 1 Samuel 17:47)



Jehoshaphat’s answer to prayer is, “God says, ‘Go on out
there! You're going to see what I'm going to do tomorrow! Y’all
just start singing and praising the Lord!”

Imagine sending the choir in the front of an army. And all
they do 1s sing and God gives them an overwhelming victory.

Exodus—Moses 1s between a rock and a hard place too,
because he’s got the army of the Egyptians coming up behind
him. He has the Red Sea in front of him. And he has a million
and a half people standing around griping and complaining,
wishing they were back in Egypt, because now they're all
going to get killed. Time to act!

Moses said, “Set yourself, stand ye still and see the salvation
of the Lord.” (see Exodus 14:13, 14). God even opens a corridor
1n the Red Sea.

When we trust God, He will vindicate and care for His own. If
He could protect them against 850 prophets He could certainly

check and protect him against a queen.

There were a lot of options that he never considered.

Isaiah 12:2

Behold, God 1s my salvation. I will trust and not be afraid, for
the Lord God 1s my strength and song, He has become my
salvation.
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Isaiah 26:3

I will keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee
because he trusteth in Thee.

There are two words that start with “A” that are kind of bad:
1. He was AFRAID and

2. He AROSE.

Because of that fear, he moved into action for the first time 1n
his life without a word of the Lord coming to him.

When we’re most eager to act 1s when we’ll make our most
pitiful mistakes. And when we'’re letting circumstances dictate
the will of God 1n our life, we are in trouble. No matter how wé

look at it, that i1s a very, very poor way to try to ascertain the
will of God.

What were his options? Let’s just try to—if we were walking
with God. We got this telegram that looks like we’re heading
to glory in the morning unless something happens. What are
the options?

God has brought him to this particular point and prepared

him all along the way for this, if he was just sensitive to it. He

could have gone to Cherith, couldn’t he? And had the ravens

fly over there and feed him again. He could have gone back to

Zarephath and had all of his provisions taken care of, hiding
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right under the nose of Ithobaal, Jezebel’s daddy, for two
years.

He could have gone to Obadiah and said, “Obadiah, Jezebel’s
trying to make me like the 100 that you’ve been hiding and
taking care of over all this time. Hide me!”

He didn’t try anything. He just looked at the circumstances,
“afraid,” he “arose,” and the third word, he “ran” for his life.

There are three things to guarantee that we’ll miss the will of
God 1n our life:

1. our AFFECTIONS—when we let our love and affection
dominate 1n our life and determine that as the will of God,
we'’re 1in trouble.

2. our ASSUMPTIONS, and

3. our ANTICIPATIONS.

Assuming that because God did it this way for somebody else,
He’s going to do it that way for us. And the anticipation to
think that there are no other alternatives but to run!

And so he runs, literally right out of the will of God.

There are so many times in the Bible where people really

failed to appropriate the power of God in circumstances. The

children of Israel went all the way up to Kadesh Barnea, and
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as they’re standing there at the Jordan River they make the
biggest mistake. They form a committee.

One guy from each of the twelve tribes goes over and checks it
out to see if God really can give it to us. Actually, when we
bring a bunch of jerks back who've been looking at it strictly
on a horizontal plane we’re going to get ten guys that say, “We
can’t! There are giants in the land! We're like grasshoppers to
them!”

Joshua and Caleb say, “Boy, we’re worshipping a big God and
we've got His promise and He said go for it!” And when the
vote’s 10 to 2, they aren’t going to make it.

God says, “Well if you don’t believe Me, you can just wander
around in the wilderness for 40 years and I'll send the next
generation in.” And that’s exactly what happened.

We have a lot of people wandering around in the wilderness
that can’t believe a big God to take care of the circumstances
in our lives. And they’re not in the center of His will.

Phillip and Andrew had the same situation. A guy walks up to
Phillip, he’s in charge of food service, and he says, “Where are
we going to find food to feed these 5,000 people?” He computes
with his menu planning calculator and says, “Impossible! It’d
take a year’s salary and they won’t get but a little bit!”

Andrew comes walking in, his other buddy, and he’s got five
loaves and a couple of fish a little guy had that loaned it to
13



him. And he’s laughing.

The Lord just says, “Sit down. I'll show you what I can do.”
Five thousand people are fed and then He gives them each a
basket and says, “Fill this up with what’s left over.”

And they’re walking around saying, “Are you sure you've had
enough?” And they say, “I can’t believe I ate the whole thing.
They’re all stuffed! Still we've got 12 heaping baskets left.”
By faith, it tells us in Hebrews:

Hebrews 11:27

[By faith] he left Egypt not fearing the wrath of the king for hé
endured seeing him who is unseen.

1 Corinthians 10:12

Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.

One of the neat things about life is when we fail we can also
be a diligent teacher to the next generation. We're going to see
that God’s prophet failed. Because he failed, God’s got his
replacement ready. He’s going to come into his life for the last
ten years of the study. It’s kind of sad in a way but that’s the
way God does things.

And as Elisha comes into his life, there’s one neat experience
in Elisha’s life. Old Elijjah probably said, “Now I want to tell
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you Elisha, I failed. I rose and I ran because I failed to trust

God.”

Want to hear Elisha talking to his servant? This is so neat.
Listen to this:

2 Kings 6:15-17

Now when the attendant of the man of God [this 1s Elisha’s
servant now. Eljjah’s done already gone to glory] had arisen
early and gone out, behold, an army with horses and chariots
were circling the city, and his servant said to him, “Alas, my
master, what shall we do?”

The Assyrian army has come to get Elisha because Elisha’s
given military secrets to the army of Israel. He knows what’s
going on in the king’s bedroom in Assyria and he tells him
about the movement of the troops and all that stuff and
they’'ve come down to get him. So the army is surrounding the
city of Dothan. The servant goes out to get water in the
morning and the army is everywhere. They've got them
surrounded.

And so the servant comes running in and he says:

“What shall we do my master?”

Get this. This i1s so cool. He only could have said this because
he learned a lesson from Elijah some years ago so he can have

victory.
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“Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those
who are with them.”

The servant 1s saying, “1, 2. One thousand, two thousand,
three thousand, four thousand, seven thousand. Your
statistics are bad man!”

Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, I pray, open his eyes
that he may see.” The Lord opened the servant’s eyes and he
saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots
of fire all around Elisha. (see 1 Kings 6:15-17)

Eljjah told him, he says, “You know I didn’t trust God. All the
chariots of fire around me and Jezebel could have never got
through them to me. But I was afraid. I arose and I ran.”

Isaiah 59:19

When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the
Lord will 1ift up a standard against him.

He ran all the way through the northern kingdom down
through the southern kingdom, past Jerusalem and
Bethlehem, clear on down to Beersheba in the south. When
they got there, the servant was exhausted and it says he “left
his servant there.”

Evidently, he had some compassion for him.

16



v. 4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the
wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper
tree; and he requested for himself that he might
die, and said, “It is enough; now, O Lord, take my
life, for I am not better than my fathers.”

“But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness,”—he
1s scared.

“and came and sat down under a juniper tree; and he
requested for himself that he might die, and said, ‘It 1s
enough; now, O Lord, take my life, for I am not better than my
fathers.”

When was the last time we heard him pray? Sitting on the
mountain, praying for rain. We saw him standing down on the
floor of the arena saying, “God send some fire down here to
convince these people” and God did.

Now he’s turning in his prophet’s badge. Now he’s in the pit.
Isn’t it interesting, God followed him all the way from up
there in Jezreel all the way down through the country? He
still feels like he’s talking to him. And he sure is, right in the
wilderness.

Psalm 139 says:

Psalm 139:7-10
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Where can I go from Thy Spirit,

or where can I flee from Your presence?

If I ascend to heaven, You're there.

If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there.
If I take the wings of the dawn,

1f I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,

even there Thy hand will lead me,
and Thy right hand will lay hold of me.

“You see Elijjah, you might be able to get away from Jezebel
but you ain’t getting away from Me. I don’t care where you go.
You make your bed in hell, I'm gonna be there. You want to
make your bed wherever, I'm going to see you.”

He’s exhausted—totally exhausted. Just wiped out from a trip
like this and all the experience prior to the big build-up. And
now, “It 1s enough; now, O Lord.”

“I've had it! I can’t take anymore!”
“take my life, for I am not better than my fathers.”

“I failed and I finked out like all the rest of them!”

Aren’t we glad sometimes that God doesn’t answer our
prayers?

Aren’t we glad that God, in this situation, says, “No, I love you
too much Elijah. I'm not going to give you what you want. I'm
going to give you what you need.”
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A lot of times that happens in our lives. Remember Rachel?
She got so mad at Jacob because she couldn’t have kids and
there were twelve kids tripping around that belonged to Leah
and all the handmaids. She doesn’t have any babies and she
says, “Give me children or I die!” We need to watch how we

pray because sometimes God will do it, because that’s what
happened to her. She had children and she died.

Sometimes 1n the moments of our greatest depression, the
times of our greatest defeat, we blurt out things to God in our
anger, bitterness, and resentment that come back to haunt us.
And here he’s a prophet laying out in the wilderness, a day’s
journey below Beersheba. And that is wilderness, it’s lots of
sand and lots of hot, hot weather.

Let’s pretend what would have happened if he would have
stayed in Jezreel. Jezebel would never have gotten him and
there would have been a huge movement of God. There would
have been a major revival in the land. We saw a little bit of
that when they were really whooping it up and saying,
“Jehovah, He 1s God! Jehovah, He 1s God!”

It could have helped but have had a total impact upon the
land. But he ends up depressed out 1n the wilderness.

Some great servants of God have also experienced depression
because of opposition and rejection in their lives. We think of
John the Baptist. Remember when he was put into prison he
sent a message to the Lord asking, “Are you he or are we
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looking for another?”

Remember in his robust ministry, as he was preaching at the
Jordan, he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!” And pilgrims were
coming by the thousands to be baptized by John. In John 3 he
said, “He, Christ, must be continually increasing I must be
decreasing!” (ref. John 3:30)

David 1s brought to a very, very deep valley of depression as
well. His men were going to kill him because the enemy—the
Amalekites—had come in and destroyed the city while they
were gone. And all he could find was encouragement in his
Lord. There was certainly none from the men. And the only
hope for him in the pit of depression was to once again focus
himself back upon the Lord.

v. 5 And he lay down and slept under a juniper tree;
and behold, there was an angel touching him, and
he said to him, “Arise, eat.”

“And he lay down and slept under a juniper tree; and behold,

there was an angel touching him, and he said to him, ‘Arise,

eat.”

What were the two things he needed? He needed:

1. REST and

2. FOOD.
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So the Lord gave him what he needed rather than what he
wanted.

What’s another principle?

We may be out of God’s WILL but we’re never out of God’s
CONCERN.

Just like the prodigal, he’s still the father’s son in the far
country. God loves him unconditionally and is just as
concerned about him over there as he is right in the center of

His will.

v. 6 Then he looked and behold, there was at his head a
bread cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water.
So he ate and drank and lay down again.

“Then he looked and behold, there was at his head a bread
cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. So he ate and
drank and lay down again.”

What’s that supposed to remind him of?

Morning and the evening at Cherith! He’s getting the bread
and the meat. He got water to drink. He has to remind him of
Zarephath. Every day they go to the jar. There’s meal and oil
for them to make cakes!

Isn’t that neat how God just kind of comes along and says,
“You know I've been taking care of you all these years in this
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way! Why are you surprised now? Am I limited to providing
for you at Cherith or Zarephath? I even provide for your needs
outside of My will out in the middle of a desert! I'll give you
the things you need.”

The Lord never stops taking care of His own. Boy, that is just
SO neat.

v. 7 And the angel of the Lord came again a second time
and touched him and said, “Arise, eat, because the
journey is too great for you.”

“And the angel of the Lord came again a second time and
touched him and said, ‘Arise, eat, because the journey is too
great for you.”

He ate and sacked out again. He woke up and the Lord says,
“Arise, and go.” No. The Lord says, “Arise, eat...the journey i1s
too great for you.”

Why? Because it was never intended by his Father.

Just maybe the emotional destruction of our well-being.
Maybe the physical limitations that we experience right now.
Maybe the bitterness and resentments we have inside toward
God are because we're on a journey that God never intended
for us to be on!

And we’re in that emotional state of trauma simply because
we're traveling on a road that God never intended for us to
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travel on. And so we are exhausted! Totally wiped out.

That’s like the Lord saying, “Look Elijah, I know your needs
and I know your capacities, and I'm never going to exceed the
red lights on your dashboard. I never intend to put My
children under strain. Come to Me and rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly of heart.
You shall find rest for your souls, not getting wiped out and
cracking up, and becoming a basket case.”

v. 8 So he arose and ate and drank, and went in the
strength of that food forty days and forty nights to
Horeb, the mountain of God.

“So he arose and he ate and drank, and he went 1n the
strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the
mountain of God.”
It’s a long way back to the will of God when we get out of it.
v. 9 Then he came there to a cave, and lodged there;
and behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and
he said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
“Then he came there to a cave, and he lodged there; and
behold, the word of the Lord came to him,”—saying, “There it
1s!”

Again our little phrase. That just really means so much.
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“the word of the Lord came to him, saying,”
“Arise!”—No, he already went!

Question:

“What are you doing here, Elijjah?”

What’s the Lord saying?

“This 1s not what I planned for you! What are you doing out
here? My last assignment was in Jezreel! Why are you here?”

Now when we are confronted with a question by God, in a
situation like this, the normal response to that is DEFENSE,
1sn’t 1t? And self-justification. But what is God looking for?

God’s looking for the prodigal to say, “I've sinned against
heaven and against earth. I'm not worthy to be called your
son. Make me as one of your hired servants.”

In other words, it would be an expression of repentance. It
would be, “God I really blew i1t. I'm really sorry. I looked
ahead! I read the letter! I got scared and I forgot to check in
for signals and I ran!”

Telling the truth and acknowledging it.
But we’re not like that. We are those who justify ourselves

before men. “I mean if 1t wasn’t for that creep that came into
24



my life then everything’d be great!” or “If it wasn’t for that set
of circumstances, I could just serve God like crazy!”

We've got all kinds of self-justifying excuses.

And the sad thing about this is, there’s not a bit of repentance

on the part of the prophet here. He gets two chances to do it.

Look at it.

v. 10 And he said, “I have been very zealous for the
Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have
forsaken Thy covenant, torn down Thine altars and
killed Thy prophets with the sword. And I alone am
left; and they seek my life, to take it away.”

“And he said, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord,”

“Boy, I've really served You Lord. You won’t believe it.”

“the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Thy

covenant, torn down Thine altars and killed Thy prophets

with the sword. And I alone am left; and they seek my life, to
take it away.”

When we’re the only one left, we run for all we can!

“I'm the only one left.”

There isn’t any more.
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“Statistically Lord, they’ve nailed us to the wall! It’s all over.
I'm the only one left and doesn’t a defeated army run as far as
they can to get away before they get killed too?”

God 1s not impressed because there’s no recognition of him
being out of the will of God. But how does God answer that?

To Peter, out of the will of God, He just says, “Do you love
Me?”

God’s attitude toward us is not affected by our failure. Nor 1s
His love conditioned upon that failure or that success.

That’s a hard thing for Christians to finally get into their
heads. That God loves us totally and completely, no matter
where His love finds us.

v. 11 So He said, “Go forth, and stand on the mountain
before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord was passing
by! And a great and strong wind was rending the
mountains and breaking in pieces the rocks before
the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind. And
after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not
in the earthquake.

“So He said,”—this 1s God speaking—*“Go forth, and stand on
the mountain before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord was
passing by! And a great and strong wind was rending the
mountains and breaking in pieces the rocks before the Lord,;
but the Lord was not in the wind. And after the wind an
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earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake.”

He’s asking, “What’s the deal? Why all of this phenomenal,
natural demonstration here?”

If we’ll just put this statement in our mind we’ll understand
this verse:

“I want to clear your vision Elijjah by showing You who I am
and what I can do. If you’d have understood that in the first
place, you wouldn’t have left. As you stand here, you're going
to see a great and strong wind. I could have blown Jezebel
away. It rends the mountains and it breaks in pieces the
rocks! It is so strong that it can do anything, even with
natural phenomenon like mountains and rocks. And if I
needed to, I could have brought an earthquake and just
opened up the earth and swallowed her right up and you
wouldn’t have had any more problems with her.”

The Lord wasn’t in the earthquake.

v. 12 And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was
not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of a gentle
blowing.

“And after the earthquake a fire,”

Is that familiar?

“Elijjah, just a couple of months ago you saw that come out of
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heaven, didn’t you, in answer to your prayer?”

“but the Lord was not 1n the fire; and after the fire a sound of
a gentle blowing.”

That’s the way God deals with His children who are out of His
will. Very gently, understanding fully, loving unconditionally,
and never saying, “Why did you?” but “I love you.”

The question is, “Lovest thou Me more than these?” (ref. John
21:15)

v. 13 And it came about when Elijah heard it, that he
wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out and
stood in the entrance of the cave. And behold, a

voice came to him and said, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?”

“And i1t came about when Elijjah heard it, that he wrapped his
face 1n his mantle, and went out and stood in the entrance of
the cave. And behold, a voice came to him and said, ‘What are
you doing here, Elijah?”

Isaiah 30:21

And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee saying, “This is
the way, walk ye in it. When you turn to the right hand or
when you turn to the left.”

This gentle voice again speaks. The same question a second
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time.
“What are you doing here, Elijah?”

Why does He repeat the question? Because He didn’t get the
right answer the first time around. There was no repentance.

v. 14 Then he said, “I have been very zealous for the
Lord, the God of hosts; for the sons of Israel have
forsaken Thy covenant, torn down Thine altars and
killed Thy prophets with the sword. And I alone am
left; and they seek my life, to take it away.”

“Then he said, ‘I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God
of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant,
torn down Thine altars and killed Thy prophets with the
sword. And I alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it
away.”

Now how does God handle a lack of acknowledgment and
repentance? He sends in a substitute.

“You're not as indispensable as you think. And you're not the
only prophet friend.”

v. 15 And the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way
to the wilderness of Damascus, and when you have
arrived, you shall anoint Hazael king over Syria;

“And the Lord said to him, ‘Go, return on your way to the
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wilderness of Damascus, and when you have arrived, you shall
anoint Hazael king over Syria;”

v. 16 and Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint king
over Israel; and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah you shall anoint as prophet in your place.

“and Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint king over Israel,
and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall
anoint as prophet in your place.”

Psalm 75:6, 7

For promotion comes neither from the east,
nor from the west, nor from the south,

God 1s a judge: he puts down one,

and he sets up another.

God 1s 1n the business of moving us about in our lives to places
of His choosing. Elijah really needs to realize that he’s not
indispensable. There’s still value in his life.

“Get onto the task! Go take care of the guy in Syria and the
guy in Israel, but I want you to do one other thing. I want you
to go get your young understudy who’s going to take your
place.”

v. 17 And it shall come about, the one who escapes from
the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall put to death, and
the one who escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha
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shall put to death.

“And it shall come about, the one who escapes from the sword
of Hazael, Jehu shall put to death, and the one who escapes
from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall put to death.”

And verse 18 i1s really a slam, isn’t 1t?

v. 18 Yet I will leave 7000 in Israel, all the knees that
have not bowed to Baal and every mouth that has
not kissed him.”

“Yet I will leave 7000 1n Israel, all the knees that have not
bowed to Baal and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

“Parting shot to get your statistics straight buddy. You're not
the only one left. I had 7,000 pure guys that have not bowed
but were there on Mount Carmel that could have been the
nucleus for the revival if you'd have stayed. You're not the
only one.”

Sometimes in our depression we think we’re all that’s left. We
have a tendency to make a great catastrophe out of an event
in our lives as though it’s all over and there’s no more hope for
us.

The neat thing about this is that God really brings the

prophet down to earth. He says, “Look, we're going on from

here. You go anoint this guy in Syria and the guy in Israel.

There’s a future. And you go get the prophet that’s going to
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take your place, and for the next ten years you're going to
watch as these two guys work together. And I want to tell you,
there are still 7,000 of them out there. Just get your statistics
straight and get out of your depression and get on with the
task that’s ahead of you.”

One of the sure cures for depression is to get our focus on the
future instead of fussing about the past, or crying in the
present because it’s so overwhelmingly difficult that we can’t
make it so we have to throw in the towel.

v. 19 So he departed from there and found Elisha the
son of Shaphat, while he was plowing with twelve
pairs of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth.
And Elijah passed over to him and threw his mantlée
on him.

“So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of
Shaphat, while he was plowing with twelve pairs of oxen
before him, and he with the twelfth. And Elijjah passed over to
him and threw his mantle on him.”

That’s an act of placing the responsibility of the prophetic
office.

v. 20 And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said,
“Please let me kiss my father and my mother, then I
will follow you.” And he said to him, “Go back
again, for what have I done to you?”
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“And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, ‘Please let
me kiss my father and my mother, then I will follow you.” And
he said to him, ‘Go back again, for what have I done to you?”

v. 21 So he returned from following him, and took the
pair of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their
flesh with the implements of the oxen, and gave it
to the people and they ate. Then he arose and
followed Elijah and ministered to him.

“So he returned from following him, and took the pair of oxen
and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the
1mplements of the oxen, and gave it to the people and they ate.
Then he arose and followed Elijah and ministered to him.”

There’s a lot of tremendous lessons that come out of that. Let’s
focus on just a few of them as we wrap it up.

Lesson #1: We learn it’s always wrong to make a response to
an emotional threat.

It’s always wrong to make a move or a response, as far as the
will of God 1s concerned, on the basis of an emotional threat.

Just because somebody 1s mad doesn’t mean that it’s a change
in the will of God for your life.

It’s wrong to make a move on the basis of an emotional threat
or even circumstances that are contrary until we really have a
word from the Lord.
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Lesson #2: Getting out of the will of God like this is a very
painful experience.

Lesson #3: The consequences of missing God’s will affect you
physically, spiritually and emotionally.

David will tell us that in Psalm 32: “my moisture is turned
into the drought of summer....my vitality, my life juices have
dried out. Your hand was heavy upon me spiritually, my body
wasted away through my groanings all the day long.” (see
Psalm 32:3-5)

Lesson #4: The Lord’s attitude is not affected by our failure.

Lesson #5: It 1s easy to miss God’s will because we can
magnify difficulties and that paralyzes our spiritual activity.

Lesson #6: God’s attitude is just the same when you’re out of
His will as when you’re in it. He loves you just the same.

That makes it easy to come back, doesn’t it?

Lesson #7: We may be forsaken by man, but we're never
forgotten by God.

Lesson #8: If you’ve missed the will of God, get alone with Him
and hear that still small voice again.

Isaiah 30:21
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And thine ears shall hear a word behind thee saying, “This is
the way, walk ye in it. When you turn to the right hand or
when you turn to the left.”

Lesson #9: When new assignments come, be obedient.

But notice how quick the prophet does the things that he’s
told to do.

Lesson #10: It’s a privilege to get to be used by God. You are
not indispensable nor are you alone.

It’s interesting in the Bible, God asks two big questions. In the
Garden of Eden he asked, “Adam, where are you?” And to
Eljah, “Why are you here?”

If someone 1s not a Christian, He’s calling them by name and
saying, “Where are you? I want a relationship with you. I
want you in My family. You must experience the new birth for

this. Would you come to know Christ in a personal way?”

And then number two, “Elijah, why are you here? This is not
where I intended for you to be.”

Do we have the assurance of those two things?
1. We know Christ in a personal way and

2. We're 1n the center of His will.
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We're a happy and fulfilled person, if that’s the case.

We pray that if that hasn’t happened and someone is playing
around the fringes of a lot of religion by doing a lot of
studying, recognize the simplicity of the relationship that is
primary over everything else, knowing Christ in a personal
way.

Lord, the study has really been amazing because we've come
from the heights to the depths. We have learned some things
we needed to learn and thank You for putting the biography in
the text. Lord, it’s going to be so special meeting these guys.
We thank You that Elijjah had the privilege with Moses
standing on the Mount of Transfiguration and seeing Christ
transfigured before them. He’s already been in the land and
he’s going to be there again one of these days. We look forward
to that great reunion when we’ll be able to hear from these
guys first hand. A lot of their feelings, a lot of their fears, a lot
of their failures—so they can talk it over. But above all, thank
You for a God of grace that brings healing. That brings new
direction of purpose and meaning to our lives. How we thank
You for Your patience with us. We are just thankful that it
hasn’t run out yet and You've really got Your hand on us,
whether we're in the middle of Your will or way out of it. Or
whether we know You or not, You're pursuing us like the
hound of heaven because You really want to bless us. And we
thank You for that. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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What You Need to Know About ELIJAH:

“Someone Who Watched God at Work”

Study Number Five - 1 Kings 19:1-21

NOTES
v. 1 Now Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he
had killed all the prophets with the sword.
v. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the
gods do to me and even more, if I do not make your life as the life
of one of them by tomorrow about this time.”
v. 3 And he was afraid and arose and ran for his life and came to
Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.
v. 4 But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and
came and sat down under a juniper tree; and he requested for
himself that he might die, and said, “It is enough; now, O Lord,
take my life, for I am not better than my fathers.”
v. 5 And he lay down and slept under a juniper tree; and behold,
there was an angel touching him, and he said to him, “Arise, eat.”
v. 6 Then he looked and behold, there was at his head a bread cake
baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank and
lay down again.
v. 7 And the angel of the Lord came again a second time and
touched him and said, “Arise, eat, because the journey is too great
for you.”
v. 8 So he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of
that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of
God.
v. 9 Then he came there to a cave, and lodged there; and behold,
the word of the Lord came to him, and he said to him, “What are
you doing here, Elijah?”
v. 10 And he said, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God
of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, torn
down Thine altars and killed Thy prophets with the sword. And I
alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.”
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v. 11 So He said, “Go forth, and stand on the mountain before the
Lord.” And behold, the Lord was passing by! And a great and
strong wind was rending the mountains and breaking in pieces the
rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind. And after
the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake.
v. 12 And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the
fire; and after the fire a sound of a gentle blowing.

v. 13 And it came about when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his
face in his mantle, and went out and stood in the entrance of the
cave. And behold, a voice came to him and said, “What are you
doing here, Elijah?”

v. 14 Then he said, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God
of hosts; for the sons of Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, torn
down Thine altars and killed Thy prophets with the sword. And I
alone am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.”

v. 15 And the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus, and when you have arrived, you shall
anoint Hazael king over Syria;

v. 16 and Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint king over Israel;
and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint as
prophet in your place.

v. 17 And it shall come about, the one who escapes from the sword
of Hazael, Jehu shall put to death, and the one who escapes from
the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall put to death.

v. 18 Yet I will leave 7000 in Israel, all the knees that have not
bowed to Baal and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

v. 19 So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of
Shaphat, while he was plowing with twelve pairs of oxen before
him, and he with the twelfth. And Elijah passed over to him and
threw his mantle on him.

v. 20 And he left the oxen and ran after Elijjah and said, “Please let
me kiss my father and my mother, then I will follow you.” And he
said to him, “Go back again, for what have I done to you?”

v. 21 So he returned from following him, and took the pair of oxen
and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the implements of
the oxen, and gave it to the people and they ate. Then he arose and
followed Elijah and ministered to him.
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QUESTIONS:

1. Read 1 Kings 19:1-21 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. How did Elijjah respond to the threat from Jezebel against
his life, according to verse 3?

3. What is Elijah’s prayer request in verse 4?

4. How did the Lord minister to Elijah’s needs in the
wilderness, according to verses 5-77
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5. What question does the Lord ask of Elijah in verse 9?

6. What is Elijjah’s defense in verse 10?

7. How does the Lord reveal Himself to Elijjah in verse 137

8. What does the Lord command Elijah to do in verses 15 &
16?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: We can learn that it’s always wrong to make a
move on the basis of an emotional threat or circumstances
which are contrary to God’s will.

LESSON #2: Getting out of God’s will by emotions and
circumstances 1s a very painful experience.

LESSON #3: The consequences of missing God’s will affect you
physically, emotionally, and spiritually.

LESSON #4: God’s attitude toward us 1s not affected by our
failure.

LESSON #5: It is easy to miss God’s will because we can
magnify difficulties and that paralyzes our spiritual
activity.
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LESSON #6: God’s attitude toward His servant 1s the same
when you're out of His will as when you’re in His will. He
loves you just the same.

LESSON #7: We may be forsaken by man, but we are never
forgotten by God.

LESSON #8: When you think you have missed God’s will, get
alone with Him and hear afresh His voice.

LESSON #9: The Lord will not speak in the dramatic, but in a
still, small voice. (See Isaiah 30:21)

LESSON #10: When new assignments come, be obedient.

LESSON #11: It’s a privilege to get to be used by God. You are
not indispensable and you're not alone.
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