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STUDY NUMBER SEVEN
IT Kings 1:3-17

But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, "Arise, go up to
meet the messengers of the king of Samaria and say to them, 'Is it be-
cause there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-
zebub, the god of Ekron?'

"Now therefore thus says the Lord, 'You shall not come down from the bed
where you have gone up, but you shall surely die.'" Then Elijah departed.

When the messengers returned to him he said to them, "Why have you returned

And they said to him, "A man came up to meet us and said to us, 'Go, re-

turn to the king who sent you and say to him, "Thus says the Lord, 'Is it
because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of Baal-

zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you shall not come down from the bed
where you have gone up, but shall surely dije.'"'"

And he said to them, "What kind of man was he who came up to meet you and
spoke these words to you?"

And they answered him, "He was a hairy man with a Teather girdle bound
about his Toins." And he said, "It is Elijah the Tishbite."

Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he went
up to him, and behold, he was sitting on theitop of the hill. And he said
to him, "O man of God, the king says, 'Come down.'"

And ETijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, "If I am a man of
God, let fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty." Then
fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty.

So he again sent to him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And he
answered and said to him, "O man of God, thus says the king, 'Come down
quickly.'"

And ETlijah answered and said to them, "If I am a man of God, let fire
come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty." Then the fire of
God came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty.

So he again sent the captain of a third fifty with his fifty. When the

third captain of fifty went up, he came and bowed down on his knees before

Elijah, and begged him and said to him, "O man of God, please let my life
and the 1ives of these fifty servants of yours be precious in your sight.
"Behold, fire came down from heaven, and consumed the first two captains

of fifty with their fifties; but now let my 1ife be precious in your sight.

And the angel of the Lord said to Elijah, "Go down with him} do not be
afraid of him." So he arose and went down with him to the king.

Then he said to him, "Thus says the Lord, 'Because you have sent messengers

to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron - is it because there is no
God in Israel to inquire of His word? - therefore you shall not come down
from the bed where you have gone up, but shall surely die."

So he died according to the word of the Lord which Elijah had spoken. And
Jehoram became king in his place in the second year of Jehoram the son of

Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, because he had no son. 4&&
v F3s

INTRODUCTION

In our study of the life of Elijah, we have travelled w1th him from the_nihnu;

to the brook Cherith to Zarephath, back to a

confrontation with Ahab,
and on to Mount Carmel, and then into the wilderness out of the will of God,
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and then 1n our study 1ast week we saw our prophet blessed in the will of
he _Lord to confront w1 is sin and

e

V/'Ne'wou1d then say that after Elisha is ﬁglled'as”a'éroghet, there is a six  1?
year_interval, and then the account of Naboth's vineyard that we Tooked
at last week, and now there is a en that experience

and the one recorded today.
During this 4 year period, several things have haEEengd Ahab has
1 : e _aIc aziah, t e san of Aha and Jeze e1 scended to
v i —Amirdly ) there has . ﬁ:ﬁﬂlﬂlﬂ?ﬂ,=, Ehe national strength

o Israe of srae. partly because of 1ts w ,
Wﬂmﬂm This is reflected in the att1tudes of the countries
ﬂ— aroun e nation T T e I S e i R RS P T SR

venteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he reigned two
yaars over Israel, and he did evil in the sight of the Lord and walked in
v~ the way of his father and in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jero-
boam, the son of Nebat who caused Israel to sin, so he served Baal and wor-
shipped him, and provoked the Lord God of Israe] to anger according to all
that his father had done."  (WOlen 4 C"Q__I_Tf__ﬁj/‘,%‘x wmfcieadershff; The
bol¢ S Jhg 1n Thé Cwgs Cemsider Thes A5 Vi el M
. kiﬁ%&“‘[ATK%S“oens, the aheTTed

1rst statement is, "Now

gainst Israel after the death of Ahab." Moab recognized the wea nessvgg;
o ally and m111tar1]z in the kingdom of Israel, and so they rebelled against
the subJugat1on that had been theirs for a number of years under the reigns

of previous kings.

We 1earn a lot about Ahaz1ah b h1s attit in this si iQr Eg;g_ﬁgg?hggjna_

Ahaziah,-as a child of Ahah and.lezebel, withw
yacped, ascending the throne at a time of serious political and economic

struggle, decides to stay home from the battle. Evidently he had seen his
o1

father killed and he felt that the better part of valor was to stay protected
in the palace while_his forces went forth to war,
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was very serious So t ét he became qu1te i11 In fact, he was fearful
Of his Tife. Eoéﬂf ﬁh’!z hqrf“*wkﬂ“'— d.:dh'*‘ hu_r-fr d én‘f" u_!ar'ﬁ-.!

—

Ahaziah fell thrgggh the 1att'iceI and in_his heTEIessnessI he_became re]igious,
Although Ahaziah w%gwmmw he_cou
choose his . What source will he turn to in the hour of his desp

ESSHESS "1

is still in the pa]ace calling the plays and partly

He sent meSSENgers ™
f Ekron whether I

%BJJMMMWW He commands the
essengers to go and inquire of Baal-zebub. This is the god of the flies

of the Philistines. Taex ygp;pjﬁged the lord of the flies ecause QS Rro-
tected them from the diseases tha e tlies carried.
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Ahaziah is disobedient to the scriptural law which is stated in several places,

ﬁgﬁrl tists; do not seek them out to

y

n who turns to mediums and to spiritists to play
?aB_Siﬁ my face against that person and will
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27, "As for a man or a woman, if there is a medjum or a spiritist
among _them, they sﬁ“ﬁ surely be put to death. They shall be stoned with
~ stones, then- blood guiltiness is upon them."

11, "There shall not be found among you anyone
..,1:3 'aa“g-ter pass th;_ ggh the ﬁr-g“,‘,gne who uses div:

0 makes his

( :
\.°‘l 5)‘. All ' wanted of God is that he be the great er
"'\ hat he reveal to him the consequences o 1S_happening.

\’al\ ],\r‘ It is now, with this background, that we pick up with the study of today's
¢ ‘|l, passage.

How exciting once again to see the message of the Lord coming to his available
servant, Elijah the Tishbite, and the response that we get from him in quick
submissive obe to the command of the Lord. He is told to meet thesE ——
rﬂ!ﬁng haziah and to ask them the following questwn "I
because there is no God in Israel tha going _to _ing

- i5 it becau eMe.e (2 Mo Gad v Ameriza i
- we Call oV ANFE = ConfFucidsT— y
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The question is given to illicit the atte whrfle of t'ﬁgse ﬂéééé’n"&é‘r?“befaﬁ?e 3 2 ;
there was no way for Ehgmmm%Ezﬁrpose of their mission apart 20
from diviné Wisdom or RMOWTEdge. T <9
QO ~

What the question $§ trying to illicit from Ahaziah is a r nition of the_ %%
fact that Israel is ossession of the 1living God aﬁM;s_ &<
to be nd_a friend, and now who is being totally dis-_ > S
regarded m& 21a:s iEe %ur‘ns ;%1;195;5 o; éaa_h we Ave doing T S@E

s 70

il T s ua

This message and mission of Elijah is not only to question their actions but
also to Erov1de the information that was regueste E haziah, and that 1s a

e of judgment. He will not come down from the bed where he has gone up,
B T

Having met these messengers confronting them with the question_and the pro-

nouncement_of judgment, he leaves them and the messengers, feeling that 1

1s not necessary for them to go any LUECLNEr,.. and_gver-whelmed b e _Word
ey have heard from Eli1jah, we see their actions recorded in verse 5.

Verse 5¢ 'uhen.the.messengers.returned.to him. he said. to.them, by have you.
S 201l
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There had not been enough time for them to have gone all the way to Ekron n:*fl"
and to fulfill the mission, and so his obvious question is, "Why have you q

‘eturned without fulfilling request?" They are certainly putting the F1'*

“Th e

et thout ir
_ _Jeopardy g disobedient to the original mission o ng
_and returning to th Tace 5

18%e

VYOou
s 5. %

eu o) s

\ié,.

The servants explain the reason for their early return by giving an accurate

accounting of the words spoken by the pro net and the pronouncement o
Jjudgment upon Ahazian.

and totall S,
egard3/what ]

Verse 7: "And06 S3idedQut ROl stk e O 12 0 e S e B0 GG b B QeSS oy

an ALl powrts

In other words, describe the guy for me so that we can issue a wanted bulletin
and take care of him because of the evil tiding which he has brought.

Apnd he saqid. ']

As soon as the messengers describe the clothing of the prophet, Ahaziah recog-
nizes him as Elijah the Tishbite.

M35%_ng_m1§xgka_ahnu;_1;, Ahaziah had heard many times in his youth of the

exploits of Elijah the Tishbite. He knew o

E1ijah and her desire to have him estroyed

Mount Carmel and also o e ounced Ju

death oT his father. Brs Mom s S#taundiag +Hherve 4¢u¢q7 M 2o
do Ge t Him.

ah 45:9, "Woe to the one who quarrels with his maker, an earthen vessel
among the vess oT earth. Wi e clay say to the potter, 'What are
you doing?', or the thing that you are making say, 'He has no hands.'"
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Here we have the record of the tragic an%er and rebellion of Ahaziah. He's s

going to settle with the prophet rather than recognizing this message as =g

be ng rom The Tord, How much Ahaziah is like his mother and dad who always G_g_‘@'qw

disregarded the happeriny or_the message as be ' jad (X
always wanted to take 1t out on the prophet himself. It 1s Ahaziah who Ais

ues t e command to send fitfty men to capture 4 -

u
I

—— ee—

Ahaziah _is commjtted to war, and recognizing the prophet to be no ordinary"\:_--
individual, instead of sending a small group, he wants to be sure that the

prophet is taken. %‘%

J
Ba i ion i itude of Jezebe t 8 &
earlier that the gods could do to her if she did not make his Tife as one 5 @
of the prophets he had slain by tomorrow at this time. In essence, she's 23

-

saying, "Sic 'em, son." And this is exactly what he's doing. bl i#evic
'IS -

7

o3

"9sN I} JO Wieas ay) uiyym apisas Alenanued suoieiony “Alljige 1no Jo 1saq ay) 01 pajipalo Ajgjeudol

1

This is a display of j stubborness of one who does not recognize the
or in the message which is being brough:

&
%

auth0r1ty when he says, “Qm¢fﬁiﬁﬁ

WQ£Qﬁ_ﬁnﬂ_ﬁ.EhQlLﬂlﬁt&ﬁl&ﬁxi#%zigihﬁﬁiix YOU ClaTm JEhOVah We come in
a name greater than_ thee. K‘.—" i

_—
It is obvious that these soldiers are committed to war and to the taking of
the Tife of the prophet.

" 53 1 i !
0 AN AN _answered and q 10 0 ne aptain o dlll d

* ._mm‘ 0d o ire come down om _heaven .nmm“i
Nnen : ] A s d (1 [[1E£ (] l ll .l_l. []
How swift does the judgment fall and how quickly is the servant vindicated
by the 1iving God. Ol a bwrn’r SE..H
Here i i and
nounce and ar nce ac a1nst the one who has given it, and now the

Judgment of God falls.

_10:16, "The one who listens to you Tistens to me, and the one who rejects
you rejects me, and he who rejects me rejects the one who sent me."

The rebellious hosts of Korah were consumed because they were questioning Moses'

SOrfz; be‘ /imor\) Nadg b ¥ /Jb;%u
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author1ty and by the act of fire coming forth, Moses' authority was ratified.
: 5, "Fire also came forth from the Lord and consumed the 250 men
"*er'ng the incense.

Here we see the fire of the Lord coming forth. is not something that
Elija , - - a v1nd1ca2;?n of God's auggu1f and char-
1S W e

$8J0U 8IN}09| JO ainjeu sy} si |

sunk a world
hiding place.
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Sent: 'Hursday, February 19, 2009 7:

To: Undisclosed-Recipient:;

Subject: Fw: Drummond vs. the Baptists | IL{gi?&'l’eS M Ll) PC)" n {‘
f

—--- Original Message -----
From: Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2009 4;
Subject: Fw: Drummond vs. the Baptists

--- On Wed, 2/18/09, bhoffman #blhoffman@yahoo.com> wrote:
From:

Subject: Fw: Drummon
To: "Date: Wednesda

s. the Baptists
ebruary 18, 2009, 1:08 PM

cg} Brepda

>In a small Texas town, the owner of Drummond S Bar began

> construction on a new building to increase his business. The

> |ocal Baptist church started a campaign to block the bar

> from opening with petitions and prayers. Work progressed

> right up till the week before opening when lightning struck

> the bar and it burned to the ground.

>

> The church folks were rather smug in their outlook after

> that, until the bar owner sued the church on the grounds

> that the church was ultimately responsible for the demise >of his
building, either through direct or indirect actions or

> means. The church vehemently denied all responsibility or

> any connection to the building's demise in its reply to the

> court.

>

> As the case made its way into court, the judge looked over

> the paperwork. At the hearing he commented, "I don't know

> how I'm going to decide this, but as it appears from the

> paperwork, we have a bar owner who believes in the power >of prayer,
and an entire church congregation that does not."

2/20/2009
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_%*é-ntervenes and

Il‘-l-l oy e -l-ll 3 _third

When the third a1n.0 he came and bowed down on n KNee

In the sending of this second company by Ahaziah we have the stubborn, un-

ww@
supposing that his duel was with E11£a rather Enggluj;h Elijan s GO ;

E—

This second captain is even more arrogant tham—the first. He adds to the

command, the sarcastic command, the word 'qgugznﬁi'ln other ords, do it
before we take some more drastic measures.™ Qrmq ;
—— ]

Here again the Lord vindicated his servant by divine protection in dup]1cat1n%
to wipe out this army that 1s arrayed agains
wauc...g, over . dwmr
11Nlh4

the fire of the first encounter
e prophet of Jehovah God.

before Illf1TlEﬁﬁIHEEEEEIITﬂﬂlNR‘EF‘rIl?1lTEWIIHIMEﬂIﬁliMKTllf!!?ﬁtllﬁ! ]

o¥

Gfe and the lives of these fifty servants of vours be precious in your Sigh

Ohat'’s 1 Goimtg #T‘dHL #o Geok g on O Uy~ Knees |
The fact that A hi
of hear i i erythi

to win his war against God and God's servant, Elijah.

We have[__chan e of att1tud_}1n this th1rd ggggglnz He comes and bows down

on his knees before Jah and 1nstead i of commanding him arrogantly, he begs

ife and the lives of these

him and says to him, "0 man of God, p’
fifty servants of yours be precious in your sight.'’

Just 1ike the request of the thief on the GLoss was answered so beautifully

" so the

by the crucified Lord, "Today you'l with me in the Paradise
Lord spares the 1life of this cap a1n and his fifty men.

np A : s ¥ .
m Benpld < dlill down O _nheaven dnd Ol ned e WO

D ] () A [] e S = 1 NOW = [1] B = e () []

Here the captain repeats his request, "Let my life be precious in your sight."

ives Elijah further instruction.
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36 0 'n- ire of His word? -therefore

o JOne (1

0 (d ale Ome _gaowlri Ol ne _ped wWierec (10

Verse 17: "Sao he died according to the word 0 he Lord which iiah _had
Joram SDOKen. And dekewam became king in hi o in _the second year of Jehoram
he an. 0 sNnsShabnag K1ndg o l“m“w (10 O] A qz.fa
ﬁ

CONCLUSION
What are some of the lessons that we can gain from this passage‘?%

cumstances rougn wnat ndppened e |d Moab and :
e Y‘ES onse

S
a avora- b

e accident of his fall to bring abou
stubborn, resistant wi

m

erhaps you are on the way to Ekron to some substitute God whi i e

of your imagination. Let me cha enge you Wi the words to the
messengers. "1s i1t because there is no God in Israel that youarE'F1nd1ng
it necessary to work out these things in your own way?" 4£¢ WY .

i
@he certainty of God's judgment and the fact that it will fa‘l] 1S eepbarndy
-~ ufidérscored in this passage. The wrath o e lamb will be fulfilled.
In Luke 9:54 and 55, "And when his disciples James and John saw this, they
said, 'Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and
consume them?' But he turned and rebuked them, and they went on to another
village." In the words of Jesus, we realize that there is a loving provision
by God for the problem of man's sin. in the death of Jesus Christ upon a

cross, and James and John were calling for fire of retribution and this fire
will only fall as a direct result of disregarding the sacrifice which Christ

has made upon the cross.
@1" this Lue learn that | 1www
as there Yy _1in inal moments for the 1ﬂsry_ggn_mg_m_ and
1 be

mercy for the captain and his fifty, so there wi mercy for you if you
will but seek the Lord while he may be found; call upon him while he is near
Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. Choos

ou th1s day whom you will serve.
¥ ¥ ¥ Ahﬂb
ou are fighting a losing battle if you are fighting against the Lord. A hat!

both

can learn that you cannot get away from God &hwﬂ_%‘
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Sent:

r : - Refrashimant ffom God's Word and a reminder
: C C ) r es r eO to pray for Christion comping around the world

Dan Bolin - Inlermnalional Dieclor

b il b | . SR

Wednesd

R g -

ay, February
To: don@bibleteachingresources.org
Subject: Fresh Bread from CCI| Worldwide

11, 2009 12:02 AM

February 11, 2009

In This Issue

A Slice of Fresh Bread

Prayer Requests

_ Dear Don, ey

There are two ways to be your own Savior and Lord. One
is by breaking all the moral laws and setting your own
course, and one is by keeping all the moral laws and being

Quick Links
CCI Hiking Boots

A Blog to follow Dan's

World Travels

)\ uoslapuy uoq Ag seainosay Buiyoes] a|qig Aq 210z ® 1ybuAd

woifp onoud Aew jey) seoualajel UIBlUOD 0) SB)0U 81NJ09| JO iNjeu 8y S
oo Rojedoidde usaq aney YoIym JO ||e ‘Se0inos JO AJoLIBA B WOJ) [BLIS)E

(30in Our Mailing List!|

[2» Forward to a Friend |

very, very good.

\ Tim Keller, Prodigal God
A Slice of Fresh Bread @15,9. A
The church bulletin board held several announcements; @ T tu 9_"2
the largest and brightest called people to attend a E &gd;?
Christian concert. It looked wonderful; great music, @ P

fellowship and worship. The venue was nearby and the
price was acceptable, but looking at the details I realized
the event had been held the previous night.

Learning of the concert too late did me no good - in fact it

2/11/2009

created a sense of frustration. I wished I had heard
earlier. The time to promote an event is well before it
occurs.

Jesus recognized the need for timeliness in the
proclamation of His message. "As long as it is day, we
must do the work of him who sent me. Night is coming,
when no one can work." (John 9:4) There is a deadline for
our message - we just don't know when it is. We are
called faithfully proclaim the gospel, "As long as it is
day..."

Camp is a magnificent place to proclaim the truth of the
gospel and to call people to respond. Use the time wisely
and enjoy the privilege of camp ministry.
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year ago, I read an article saying
juesday that millions of TV sets in the
United States would stop working
PERH APS TOD AY today unless they were able to receive
digital signals. Notices appeared in
B electroir:]ficsezto;es, ngo the governmcn(;
g even offered a free coupon towar
Matthew 24:36-46 the purchase of a converter box.
I suspect that most people took the
You also be ready, necessary steps to make sure their TV
for the Son of Man set would work when they turned it on
is coming atan hour  today. We usually respond well to
you do not expect. warnings tied to specific dates, but
sl often fail to prepare for an event that
will come “some day.”

When the disciples asked Jesus
Toe Biste IN ONE YEAR: about the date of His return (Matt.
# Leviticus 21-22 24:3), He told them that only God the
i Father knows: “But of that day and
hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My
Father only” (v.36). Then He urged them to be prepared so
that they would not be taken by surprise. “Therefore you
also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect” (v.44).

We don’t know when Jesus will return; He may come at
any time. Dr. M. R. De Haan, founder of RBC Ministries,
kept a two-word motto in his office: “Perhaps Today.”
may retum? Are we prepared to meet Him? —David McCasland

The darkness deepens! Yes, but dawn is nearer!

The Lord from heaven may soon be on His way;
The “blessed hope” in these dark days grows dearer,
Our Savior Christ will come—perhaps today! —Smith

If Christ comes today, will you be ready to meet Him?
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