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7 | Apd 1t came about when the Lord was about to take up ETijah by a whirl-
wind tg_heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

V. 2 And Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here please, for the Lord has sent me
as far_as Bethel." But Elisha said, "As the Lord lives and as you your-
self Tive, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel.

v. 3 Then the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha and
said to him, "Do you know that the Lord will take away your master from
over you today?" And he said, "Yes, I know; be still."

v. 4 And Elijah said to him, "Elisha, please stay here, for the Lord has sent
me to Jericho." But he said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself
Tive, I will not leave you." So they came to Jericho.

V. 5 And the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho approached Elisha and
said to him, "Do you know that the Lord will take away your master from
over you today?" And he answered, "Yes, I know; be still."

v. 6 Then Elijah said to him, "Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to
the Jordan." And he said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live,
I will not leave you." So the two of them went on.

v. 7 Now fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood opposite them
at a distance, while the two of them stood by the Jordan.

v. 8 And ETijah took his mantle and folded it together and struck the waters,
and they were divided here and there, so that the two of them crossed
over on dry ground.

v. 9 Now it came about when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha,
"Ask what I shall do for you before I am taken from you." And Elisha said,
"Please, let a double portion of your spirit be upon me."

v.10 And he said, "You have asked a hard thing. Nevertheless, if you see me
when I am taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if not, it shall
not be so."

v.11 Then it came about as they were going along and talking, that behold,
there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire which separated the
two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven.

INTRODUCTION

Sometimes when the day is ended, and it's round of duty's done,

I watch at the western windows, the gleam of the setting sun,

When my heart has been unquiet and it's longings unbeguiled

By the day's vexatious trials and cannot be reconciled,

I look on the slope of the mountains and o'er the restless sea,

And I think of the beautiful city that beth not far from me,

And my spirit is hushed in a moment as the twilight falls tender and sweet,

And I cross in fancy the river and kneel at the Master's feet,

And I rest in the shade that there falleth from the trees that with healing
are ripe,

That shadow the banks of the river, the river of water of Tlife.

And sometime when the day is ended and the duty's He gave me are done,

I shall watch at 1ife's western windows the gleam of the setting sun.

I shall #a@& fall asleep in the twilight as I never have slept before,

To dream of the beautiful city, till I waken to sleep no more.

There will fall on my restless spirit a hush, Oh! so wonderously sweet,

And I shall cross over the river to rest at the Master's feet.
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Always read books that will make you look
good if you die in the middle of it.24

Epitaph over a dentist’s grave:
He is filling his last cavity.25

24. Adapted from Reader’s Digest, June 1998.

25. The Last Word: Tombstone Wit and Wisdom, comp. Nicola Gillies
(Oxford, England: Dove Tail Books, 1997).

p.19

For years, I've shared a letter written by Dr. Harry
Rimmer after he was on a radio show hosted by Dr. Charles
Fuller. As far as I can tell, the story of the letter was first
recorded by Al Smith of Greenville, South Carolina. Apparently,
as Dr. Fuller was closing his radio program on the day Dr.
Rimmer participated, he mentioned that the following week’s
show would focus on heaven. Later, Dr. Rimmer wrote Dr. Fuller
this letter:

My Dear Charlie,

Next Sunday you are to talk about heaven. I am
interested in that land, because I have had a clear title to a
bit of property there for over fifty years. I did not buy it. It
was given to me without money and without price. But the
donor purchased it for me at tremendous cost.

I am not holding it for speculation, for the deed is
not transferable. It is not a vacant lot, for I have been
sending materials there for over fifty years out of which the
greatest Architect and Builder of the universe has been
building a home for me that will suit me perfectly and will
never need to be repaired.

Termites cannot undermine its foundations, for it
rests upon the “Rock of Ages.”

Fire cannot destroy it.

Floods cannot wash it away.

No locks or bolts will ever be placed upon its doors,
for no devious person can ever enter that land where my
dwelling now stands, almost completed.

It is ready for me to enter in and rest in peace
eternally without fear of being ejected.

There is a valley of deep shadow between the place
where I live in California and that to which I shall journey
in a short time. I cannot reach my home in that city of gold
without passing through this dark valley of shadows. But I
am not afraid, because the best Friend I ever had went
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through the same valley long ago and drove away its
gloom. He has stuck with me through thick and thin since
we first became acquainted fifty-five years ago, and I hold
His promise in printed form never to forsake me nor to
leave me alone. He will be with me as I walk through the
valley of the shadows, ad I shall not lose my way when He
1s with me.

I hope to hear your sermon on Sunday next from my
home here, but i-have-assurance-thailshett. My ticket to
heaven has no date stamped upon it, not return coupon,
and no permit for baggage. I am all ready to go, and I may
not be here when you are talking next Sunday, but if not, I
shall meet you there someday.

According to the story, this letter arrived at Dr. Fuller’s

home on Wednesday. But “by that time, Dr. Rimmer was already

in that land which is fairer than day, the land he had seen by
faith for over fifty years.”!!

11. This story, originally told by Al Smith, is used here with his permission.
pp. 101-103
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Haddon W.! The Good Shepherd. Chicago: Moody Press. Copyright -
ody Blble ﬂnsgltute of Chicago, 1968. 32 pp.

Trials Probably the most familiar verse in Psalm 23 is
this: "Yea, though I walk through the walley of the shadow of®
deatll, L.will fear no evil: for theu art with me. When the

psalmist wrote these words, however, he probably was not
thinking about death at all. What David is saying is that he-
had courage to go through the fearful experiences of life
because he had a Shepherd who led him into those experiences
and who would defend him from their dangers.

e vl

(19-40)
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( Ray Stedman} in his book Secrets of the Spirit, says, "So many Christians
seem to echo the fear and pess1m1sm and despair of the world when they think
of death as a sombre, gloomy occasion. Rather, it ought to be a time of triumph
and of joy because a believer has gone to be with the Lord." I remember
listening years ago to a radio broadcast of the Bible study hour when Dr.
Donald Grey Barnhouse, pastor of a church in Philadelphia, was the speaker.
I'11 never forget his telling of the occasion when his first wife had died.
After the funeral services, he was driving his motherless children home.
They were naturally overcome with grief at the parting. Dr. Barnhouse said
that as he was trying to think of some word of comfort to give them, a huge
moving van passed them and the shadow of the truck swept over the car. As the
truck pulled on in front of them, an inspiration came to Dr. Barnhouse. He
said, "Would you rather be run over by a truck or by its shadow?" The children
said, "Well, of course, Dad, we'd much rather be run over by the shadow. That
can't hurt us at all." Dr. Barnhouse said, "Did you know that 2000 years ago,
the truck of death ran over the Lord Jesus in order that only its shadow
might run over us." And he went on to explain how David has said in the 23rd
Psalm, “Even though I walk thri - the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil for you are w1th me." This is a promise every believer has from
the Tips of Jesus himself. "I will come again and will take you to myself that
where I am, you may be also."

! Dwight L. Moody)said, "If this is death, it is sweet. It is beautiful. This
nation day. Earth recedes, heaven opens, God is calling, and I must

gO.“

J.I. Packer, speaking on this subject, says, "This is the deepest and clearest
idea of heaven that the Bible gives us. Many scriptures point to it.Father, I
desire that they also whom thou hast given me may be with me where I am to
behold my glory. Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God. We
shall see him as he is. They shall see his face. ...then, face to face. So
shall we be forever with the Lord. We'll be 1like the day when the sick child
is at last able to leave the hospital and finds Father and the whole family
waiting outside to greet him, a family occasion if ever there was one."

"I see myself now at the end of my journey, my toilsome days are ended," said
Bunyon's Mr. Standfast, as he stood half way into conduct that waits for

me on the other side, doth 1ie as a glowing coal at my heart...I have formerly
lived by hear-say, and faith, but now I go where I shall live by sight, and
shall be with Him, in whose company I delight myself." What will make heaven
to be heaven is the presence of Jesus, and of a reconciled divine Father who
loves us for Jesus' sake no less than He loves Jesus Himself. Son, in company
with the rest of Gods vast family, is the whole essence of the Christian hope.
As Richard Baxter put it in his poetical version of the covenant with God
which his wife-to-be "subscribed with a cheerful will" on April 10, 1660:

My knowledge of t life is small;
of faith is dim;
But it's enough that Christ knows all;

And I shall be with Him."
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We have walked with Elijah out of the lands of Gilead into the palace to
confront Ahab with the judgment of no rain for three and a half years, and

from there to the drying brook Cherith. and from there to Zarephath to the
house of the widow lady and her son, and after the three and a half years

had transpired, we went with Elijah back to the palace. There we met Ahab
and Obadiah, and then from there to the super bowl el. After

the glorious victory on Carmel, our prophet prays for rain, and the Lord
refreshed the earth, but Elijah, from fear of Jezebel, runs out of God's
will for a time, and it is at Mount Horeb that the Lord reveals himself

to his prophet and gives him some new assignments, and he has been faith-
ful now these ten years that have transpired since then to carry out each

of these assignments and to work the works of him who sent him while it is
day. We have been able to capture a couple of glimpses of our prophet in
Naboth's vineyard pronouncing judgment on the house of Ahab and then calling
Fire from heaven to consume the soldiers of Ahaziah, the sick king who was
worshipping the god Baal. TR

I want us to_meditate a moment on the phrase 'u
rake up Elijall.' To me this is a statement of

Khﬂa &ha2iah

Our Tlives and the living of them and the usefulness of them is at the Lord's
%lggggﬁlgn,_and when assignments are finished here, there's new work in heaven
0 equn.

: f_our opens today a al, This is one _of the three locations
chosen by El1ja e prophe ate 661s for the prophets.

= The three schools were located in Gilgal, Bethel, and Jericho.

Knowing_tha@ his time had come, Elijah delivered his farewell address to the
school in Gilgal. Gilgal is the first beach head for.the children of Israel

1n'the 1aqd. @t is sort of home base, and Elijah was in Gilgal when he had
gﬂl5_gggll;nIann_fnnm_thE.LﬁEﬂ:iﬁﬁf-ﬁis time had come to be called home,




(A Dangerous Grace by Charles Colson with Nancy R. Pearcey) Dallas, TX: Word.
Copyright - Prison Fellowship Ministries, 1994. 346 pp.

Yoliness
N

On a quiet December evening in the oncology unit at Georgetown
University Hospital, a man lay critically ill. The patient was Jack Swigert,
who had piloted the Apollo 13 lunar mission in 1970 and was now
congressman-elect from Colorado’s 6th Congressional District. Cancer, the
great leveler, waged its deadly assault on his body.

With the dying man was a tall, quiet visitor, sitting in the spot he had
occupied almost every night since Swigert had been admitted. Bill
Armstrong, U. S. Senator from Colorado and chairman of the Senate
subcommittee handling Washington’s hottest 1ssue, Social Security, was one
of the busiest and most powerful men in Washington. But he was not visiting
this room as a politician. He was here as a deeply committed Christian and
as Jack Swigert’s friend, fulfilling a responsibility he would not delegate or
shirk.

This night Bill leaned over the bed and spoke quietly to his friend.
»Jack, God loves you. I love you. You're surrounded by friends who are
praying for you. You're going to be all right.” The only response was Jack’s
tortured and uneven breathing.

Bill pulled his chair close to the bed and opened his Bible. "Psalm 28,7
he began to read in a steady voice. "The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not
want. . ..”

Time passed. "Psalm 150,” Bill began, then his skin prickled. Jack’s
ragged breath had stopped. Bill leaned over the bed, then called for help. As
he watched the nurse examining Jack, Bill knew his friend was dead.

Politicians are busy people, especially Senate committee chairmen.
Yet it never occurred to Bill Armstrong that he was too busy to be at the
hospital. Nothing dramatic or heroic about his decision--just a friend doing
what he could.

Holiness is obeying God--loving one another as He loved us.

p. 54
(99-H-5)
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The response given by Elisha is that he will not leave Elijah but go and
be with him whe¥ever he is. Elisha had been sitting at the feet o

for ten years. He has seen a _migQ ant o he

was not going to leave

So they went down to Bethel. Whereas Gilgal was home base, Bg;%ﬁ!!_which
means the hogag_gf God, is the place where Jacob made most 0 e major
decisions Tn his life. e

e

and their question is, ' %
rom over you tgdaﬂy? And then Elisha confesses w1th

Ehha a qggﬂ_’gn

that S 'ust knewn to Elijah, but also to Elisha and
nat t “come for the Lord to ta ke away

& B I 140 [] ) ( L= I

rem:nde-_ pem of . from _his_own €
mmWDn?h -“mm:imq protection, 5 arec vnth them
of his e periences a -n-a'f“ﬁ on Carmel, and contess Lhe eqguences S
of being out of his will. He challenge 1 to a l1ke commitmen%, %o a 1iving
God in ts- pidst of a -fu] generat1on. He ree-fold com-
mtment ex ai g

E Yl Léé "l*o% Hee broeps s



We come now to the third locati the place of th_firgj_@n:;lg_in_;he_
1and for the chiTdren oF Tsrael and the location of the third school of
the prophets.

___sa=
ve reflected back to that moment of depression when Seril "f
£t." And now, just ten short years later, he has the
'm:"u. i ure_com- £06°
ithful God o those who are ™ <¢-

My, how Elijah
he said, "I alone am _ié
rivilege OT_V1s1t1ing three chools, and cha
mitment to the loving God, How good and how

myst“ha

As soon as Elisha arrives on the scene, he is met by a group of the prophets
-and they pose the same question to Elisha thqt‘hg hid heard at Bethel, and

he gives them the same response: "Yes know; be stil1." In other words,
WWMMMW

it, but instead, let' W - : - 1]
while he 1s sti ere with us.

After the conclusion of his message and challenge to the prophets in Jericho,
our servant seems to be urged onward, and the Lord calls him to Jordan. So
once again he tells Elisha to remain, and with probably a sense of urgency,
wanting to be certain that if he continued any further, it would be obvious
that the Lord wanted him with him for the remaining time that he was going to
be here on earth. Elisha's commitment to Elijah is similar to that of Peter
when_three times he is asked i

° e-fo i So Elisha speaks, "As:
yourself live, I will not leave you." So the i

es, and as
on.

Looking down on the bank of the river, the prophets see the two men standing
side by side with the river flowing in front of them.




This parting of Jor i of an earlier experjenc of the children
0 srae ,_when under Joshua's Igadgzs. ; 0 C
anaan, so this pa to
a heaven y anaan on the part of our servant Elijah,
In this exper%enee, we see true faith in actlon, for there 1s

barting and _passing_through the waters, and s cantinue

As soon as they cross over the river, Elijah turns to Elisha and gives him
the opportun1ty to ask what he would 1ike for the older prophet to do for
him before he is taken away.

EMsha s response to this is a request. "Pléase let a double portion of your

Elisha is t;gmh1inggmun;ungxgspgnglglllgx which is going to be his in taking
the p1ace of E11Jah upon whom he has grown to depend over the 1ast ten years,

The law, in the book of Deuteronomy that had to do with the matters of in-
heritance, stated that the oldest son would get two thirds of the inheritance
and the youngest, one_third. What he wants is the two thirds, or the double -

portion to fit him for the task of his father who is about to be taken from
him.
._'-——-—_

M ~1m Sprn-f- Vot men w-—m a Mompot«, a ‘ﬁ-‘sf"'c
By the very fact that we see in the life of Elisha a mini

as that of Elijah and that there are twice as many miracles SQLS 13

we can catch a little glimpse of what ‘the Lord has done in answering this
request of Elisha at this crucial moment.

You have blessed all them in the schools, now bless me before your departure.




Elijah confesses that Elisha has asked“for a very hard thing. The answer to

this is seen in Jer. 7, "Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is
there anything too hard for me?" 2.3
Elijah then places a stipulation upon this request, and this would be a _sign

from God t . That is, if he.
aken from him, and if he wasn't able to behold him, then it would not be so.

cae( Mﬂw--c. . v -

e & dulegdr il g [1d () () and _no B () 2 W] []
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Oh how marvelous would have been the experience of walking with these two

men in these final moments of Elijah's 1ife here on earth; to have heard of
their conversation as Elijah prepares Elisha for his departure. I'm sure he
recounts again how faithful God has been to him in showing him the way he
should go and in providing for every need, and also protecting him from every
enemy, charging him with a concern about being faithful in the midst of dif-
ficult circumstances, sharing some of the lessons that he had learned when

he had been unfaithful in running away from the Lord's will.

K o~

“— separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven."
Kin : 7, "So he answered, 'Do not fear, for those who are with us
are more than those who are with them.' Then Elisha prayed and said, 'Oh
Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.' And the Lord opened the servants
¢ e¥e$, and he saw, and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots "
¢ of fire all around Elisha. .+ Jaesh, Yoseph , Abmbhaw
TsA-55- °v 9‘:#:(' Moses, f

6""“ ¢ different are man's ways from God's ways. Ien years earlier it was Elijah's -
<52 desire to die and to depart 1n the wilderness laying under a juniper tree.and

¢
Ceg/’/' how beautifully God has revealed his better plan ten years later by this mar-

G2® velous manifestation of his power and grace in calling his servant home.
\."3‘ e\é
] . "And after he had said these things, he was lifted up while they were
» Tooking on, and a cloud received him out of their sight."
o
w Acts-8:39. "And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord

%héi&ﬁé&“bh111p away, and the eunuch saw him no more, but went on his way
rejoicing."

ggnggﬁigg, "And Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him."

L6 2:2-4, "I know a man in Christ who 14 years ago, whether in the body
‘do not know or out of the body, I do not know; God knows. Such a man was
caught=up-to-the third heaven, and I know how such a man, whether in the body
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or-apart from the body, I do not know, God knows, was iiught up 1n§o"Paradise
d heard in ssible words which a man is not permitted to speak.
aQﬁﬁ?fﬁ”ﬁ;}ﬂfiﬁfﬁ:‘1yssu_ .
1 Thess. 4:16 and 17, "For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a
chout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the
dead in Christ shall rise first, then we who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and
thus we shall always be with the Lord."

1 Cor. 15:51-54, "Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye at the last
trumpet, for the trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised imperishable
and we shall be changed, for this perishable must put on the imperishable,

and this mortal must put on immortality. And when this perishable will have
put on the imperishable and this mortal will have put on immortality, then
wiTl come about the saying that is written, death is swallowed up in victory."

John 14, "Stop being troubled in your hearts; believe in God, believe also
in me. In my Father's house are many dwelling places. If it were not so, I
would have told you, for I go to prepare a place for you and if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to myself, that
where I am there you may be also."

The servant is removed, but God remains and ministees through Elisha the
prophet. P,{@_} up ! Prefup' hooxupl ere Goirny uP.’ QOmeJLrJQ i

ho can-measure- the WMMMQ{ I'm

sure the fulfillment o Jah is similar to that of the apostle: 1 have
ught a good fight, I have finished the th. Hence-

forth there is layed up for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord, the

righteous judge, shall give me at that day, and not to me only, but to all
them also that Tove his appearing.

CONCLUSION
What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this experience today? I

believe first of all, we can learn that qur lives are in his hands, and when
it is time for us to depart, this is thEHETﬁﬁ'ﬁﬁgggﬁ:ﬁi:ﬁjif1ﬁﬂf" How -
(j) quickly life speeds bzi the buds begin to burst, and now before you Know it,
the leaves begin to fall, So teach us to numbér our days, and to apply our
hearts to wisd

his heavenly inheritance.
sth for the morrow." Compo:

‘- " _, -- Qe LT IM _._.-.,:.-_-.:.. L _‘ I 1 T Jenuvall ¢ ﬁ"*,r : S near >
In_th1§ passage, we have a picture of the g%ggglggj%g of the church to g]orz
which is a foreshadowing of the next prophetic &vent on Go endar.
The ‘ : i things is better than our way. For Elijah, it was
death in the wilderness ten years earlier, and fo

3 5 A r the Lord, it is glorious
triumph in being taken home at the conclusion of his ministry.

(?5 Elijah performed a faithful ministry of reproducing himself in the Tives of a
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An old theologian once said, “Who chides a servant for taking away the first
course of a feast when the second consists of far greater delicacies?” Who then
can regret that this present world passes away when he sees that an eternal
world of joy is coming? The first course is race, but the second is glory, and that
is as much better as the fruit is better than the blossom.

CHARLES SPURGEON

p. 201

Nauey Lok De moss _fﬁlwam/er

In the 1924 Paris Olympics, a twenty-two-year-old Scottish athlete made
headlines when he determined to say No to self and Yes to God. Eric Liddell
made a decision that would have been unthinkable for most—to drop out of his
best event, the hundred-yard-dash, because the qualifying heats were being held
on a Sunday. While his competitors were participating in the heats, Liddell was
preaching a sermon at a nearby church.

Subsequently, Liddell entered himself in the 400-yard dash, a race for
which he had not trained. He ran the race, finished five yards ahead of his
nearest competitor and setting a new world record. However, that Olympic gold
medal, earned under such extraordinary circumstances, was far from Eric
Liddell’'s greatest accomplishment.

His obedience to God in Paris was just one of the lifelong series of
surrenders that earned Eric the applause of heaven. After his Olympic triumph,
he returned to China where he had been raised, to serve as a missionary. In
1943, he was interned in a Japanese concentration camp in China, where he
continued to serve God and joyfully ministered to his fellow prisoners. While
still in the camp, Liddell suffered a brain tumor that ravaged his body and left
him partially paralyzed.

On February 21, 1945, Eric lay on a hospital bed, struggling to breathe
and moving in and out of consciousness. Finally, he went into a convulsion; the
nurse who had been by his side took him into her arms as he managed to
breathe his final words: “Annie,” he said, his voice barely audible, “it’s complete
surrender.” g =

Eric Liddell slipped into a coma and then into eternity, where the
bondservant bowed the knee before the Master He loved so dearly and for whom
he had labored so faithfully.

p. 172-3

Dowy Lyt Aawrge %4

saac & Jacob Studv# 12 — Genesis 35:1-29 doc




(Things Unseen: Living in Light of Forever by Mark Buchanan) Sisters, OR: Multnomah.
Copyright — Mark Buchanan, 2002.

' TOPIC | REF# | TEXT

“~pDeath 554-01 I'm dying.

Sometimes I forget that.

Don’t misunderstand: I am not, at present, suffering from a
terminal illness or a mortal wound. I have no virus breeding,
thick and septic, in my bloodstream, no genetic disease swarming,
swift and capricious, in my flesh. I am not, to my knowledge,
dying soon.

But I am, as the apostle Paul puts it, “outwardly wasting
away” (see 2 Corinthians 4:16). That’s what I sometimes forget:
my mortality, my frailty, my life’s brevity. I will be the exception,
I think, the one who evades death at each turn, slips its every
snare, snatches hold of Elijah’s chariot or Enoch’s robe and,
whisked into the wild blue yonder, remains unscathed by the
grim reaper’s scythe.

But that’s laughable: I'm dying, and you're dying, and
that’s that.

p. 9

Death 554-06 Her last days were spent in the hospital. Room 318. The
local ministers call it the death chamber because it is reserved for
those in extremis, in the last harrowing or oblivious moments of

~ life. But for Marlene, it was sanctuary. A strange peace was in
the place. Despite the massiveness of her cancer, she was
without pain. She lay propped up against many pillows, tubes for
oxygen and medicine streaming into her. Her family and some
close friends were there, often silent—most words had worn out—
though sometimes they sang one of her favorite hymns.

She had one last prayer: to see her newest grandchild
before she died. Marlene’s daughter Cindy—already with six
children—was due, and tottered under the weight of it. But the
baby slept on, serene inside his mother, and Marlene’s life now
was water cupped in the hand, running swiftly out. Then, that
morning, the water broke. Not Marlene’s. Cindy’s. Her husband,
Bob, brought her to the hospital and, one floor beneath where her
mother lay dying, Cindy gave birth to little Eli. The nurses in
attendance, at Cindy’s urging, quickly swaddled the baby, placed
mother and child in a wheelchair, and let Bob wheel them up a
floor, to room 318. Marlene cradled Eli in her thin arms, and in
her thin voice welcomed him to this world.

Now, sovereign Lord, dismiss Your servant in peace.

Someowhore 1n those last days, Marlene s friend Eugene (I
tell his story on page 83) leaned close to her. He took her papery,

“~ willowy hand—her cold, cold hand—in his, and held it tight. Too
tight. Marlene could barely turn her head, but she looked toward
him. And then she spoke in a voice surprising in its clarity and
strength. “It’s all right, Gene. You can let go. Don’t you
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understand? I've lived my entire life for this moment.”

But one thing wasn’t right.

Marlene had a regret. She brooded with a huge worry,
wrestled with a taunting fear. It was about her husband, Al. She
wasn’t sure how he would manage without her. They had, for
better or for worse, in sickness and in health, in riches and in
want, been one flesh; her leaving was a rendering of that, a
tearing of him in half. She had always sorted him out, kept him
disentangled from the sheer messiness of his own complex life.
She felt her death a kind of betrayal or abandonment of him.

But her vow to him was “until death doth part us,” and
death would wait no longer. Al sat beside her. He held her hand.
He didn’t notice its coldness. He read [to] her from Psalm 121: “T
lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from? My
help comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.”

“Marlene,” he said, “thank you for forty-five years of
marriage.”

He paused only a moment, and then spoke the words she
longed to hear: “Run into the arms of Jesus.”

Joy flooded her. In that single instant, youth came back to
her: a brightness, a freshness, a wonder-struck expectancy that
swept away her haggardness and pallor. Her body grew light.
She sat up straight, jaunty, like a child waking after a good sound

sleep. I've lived my entire li[e for this moment.
And she was gone.

Heaven-bent.
pp. 234-6
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lot of men represented in the three schools at Gilgal, Bet
IT Tim. 2:2, "And the things which you have heard from me in the presence
of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach

others also."

ion of the

B Elisha' S
spirit of Elijah.

I trusti the Lord has used this study today to comfort you, to encourage, to
strengthen your heart in view of the ministry and responsibility that he
has before you, and that from the 1ife of Elijah, your heart has been
strangely warmed as you have seen this man faithful in his service for God.
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