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Dear Friend,
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We are in the midst of the most serious crisis our nation has faced in my lifetime, and I

believe unless God intervenes, America will never again be the great country that we have known

and loved.

The federal government is on the verge of nationalizing our financial institutions,

fundamentally changmg the economic engine that has driven our democracy for over 200 years.

repentance for our sins, and turns our hearts back again to worship and obey God.

America finds itself in this predicament because we are a nation that has forgotten God. We
have rejected God. We don’t want Him in the marketplace, our schools, or our government.
The moral and spiritual fabric that kept this country strong for so long has almost completely
unraveled, and the economic chaos is just one of the disastrous consequences.
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This isn’t what I fear most, however. What burdens my heart and soul is that I believe

We need another great awakening, a fresh revival that puts us on our knees, brings us to

There is no other way for America to be great again. /

.

“ In the book of Nehemiah, a remnant of Hebrews who had survived 70 years of Babylonian
captivity returned and rebuilt the burned and crumbled walls of Jerusalem. As they gathered

around one of the gates of the city, the scribe Ezra stood before the people and read from the — 3

book of the law of Moses.

From daybreak to noon, he stood on a large platform and read aloud the Scripture. God’s

Word was preached and explained clearly.

As the people listened, they wept over their sin. “They stood in their places and confessed their

sins and the wickedness of their fathers” (Nehemiah 9:2, NIV). They publicly acknowledged that
they had forgotten God and that the Lord was just in punishing them.

Our nation is now reaping what we have sown. Our greed, relentless pursuit of pleasure, and

abandonment of God’s principles have brought us to this historic turning point.

[ love my country, but I hate what I see taking place. God may be bringing judgment on us,

just like He did on the Israelites. We have sinned openly and repeatedly, and we are in grave
danger unless we repent and turn back to God.

This is why we preach the Gospel. This is why we proclaim the message of repentance and

faith in God and His Son Jesus Christ, who shed His blood on Calvary’s cross for our sins.

People sometimes ask me if I get discouraged as I preach God’s Word in city after city, only to

see our nation growing darker. Not at all. I'm encouraged, because as I deliver God’s Gospel, I see
thousands come forward, confess their sins, and turn by faith to the Lord Jesus Christ.
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In Nehemiah’s day, the Hebrews humbled themselves as they heard Ezra preach God’s Word.



I l?e.lieve we can experience this kind of national revival z;gain. I believe we can see the hearts
of millions touched by the power of the Gospel.

- We must pray. We must come before God every day and ask Him that the riches of His
Fmd.ness and patience would lead us to genuine repentance (see Romans 2:4). We must
intercede for our leaders to turn their hearts to Him.

Please pray for us as we take the Gospel to the heartland of America this summer through
Rock the River, an evangelistic concert tour where I will be preaching to thousands of young
people. Pray also for Crusades I have coming up this month in Uruguay and in Estonia
May 29-31. Pray with us that many lost will respond to the saving message of Christ.

We ne_ed your help financially. Working together, the gifts of thousands of believers like you
enable this ministry to preach the Gospel through our Crusades, television, radio, and many
other evangelistic outreaches.

America is at a crossroads. The need is greater than ever before. The hour is more urgent than
ever before.

Let us all remember that, despite our sin, the Lord is a “forgiving God, gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love” (Nehemiah 9:17) for all who call upon
His Name for salvation. It’s never too late to turn back to God. Help us take that message across
America—and to the ends of the earth.

May God richly bless you,

Franklin Graham
President

P.S. If you sent us a prayer request of your own in recent weeks, be assured that our staff
has been praying. We are honored to partner with you in this way. [ greatly appreciate your
friendship, your prayers, and all that you do for Jesus.

You Can Make a Difference

God works through people like you to change the world for the sake of the Gospel.

» PRAYER » ROCKTHE RIVER
“History could be altered,” my father has said, “if The future hope of any nation is its young
people went to their knees in believing prayer.” people. We must reach them with the
Will you pray that our leaders will listen to God's Gospel before it is too late. Your gift can help
voice and that our nation will repent and turn to us bring God's urgent truth to America’s
God? Pray also for us as we vigorously proclaim youth through Rock the River.
the Gospel that changes lives and nations.

» CRUSADES

» TELEVISION Uruguay is said to be the most secular
People in every country desperately seek lasting country in the Americas, and Colombia is
hope, but many won't go to a church to find it. considered among the most violent—but
Your gift of $75, or any amount, will help us God is opening hearts. Your gift this month

bring the World Evangelism Through Television of $10, $25, or any amount will help us hold
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MATTHEW 24 -25
- Predictions of the King

OVERVIEW Prominent in Jesus’ day was the magnificent Temple of
Herod. The disciples, duly impressed with its immense splendor, are
stunned by Jesus’ words that it will one day lie in rubble. This naturally
raises questions in their minds regarding how and when such destruction
will occur—an occasion Jesus seizes upon to teach them about events
even more significant than the conquest of Jerusalem. He goes on to
instruct them about his future second coming to earth and the unmistak-
able signs preceding it.

Chapter 24

Chapter 25

Parables of the
Kingdom of Heaven

Predictions of
Coming Calamity

Preparation for
Coming Calamity

“Beware!"” “Be Watchful!” “Be Working!”

YOUR DAILY WALK It has been well said, “A person can live forty days
without food, seven days without water, and a few minutes without air;
but he cannot live one second without hope.”

There is no medicine like hope—the expectation that tomorrow will
be better than today. And for the Christian, that hope is no idle dream.
Your future can brim with expectation because of Jesus’ promise, “I will
come and get you” (John 14:3). But in the meantime, you need the
daily reminder and encouragement that your waiting is not in vain. In
Jesus’ response to his disciples’ questions, he offers several principles to

W

“Hope” is
biblical
shorthand for
“unconditional
certainty.”

e

h m—and vou—pass the ntil his return:
KE 4:4). False christs will abound, but there
s (24:24-31).
2. Don't become a date-setter (24:36). Only God himself knows when
that great event will happen.
3. Do be a wise steward of your time and opportx:nities (24:14, 45-46).

Gog mmmgwmﬁmfm.
n your appointment calendar, pick a date later in October and add

this memo line: “It’s later than it's ever been before. Am | more prepared
than I've ever been before?”

GHT Something Old, Something New

Chapters 20-23 employ at least eleven quotations from the Old
Testament. All together, Matthew contains about seventy-four such
quotations and allusions—more than any other New Testament book.

CHAPTER 24 take place? And will there be any sign

As Jesus was leaving the Temple grounds,
his disciples pointed out to him the various
Temple buildings. 2But he told them, “Do
you see all these buildings? I assure you,
they will be so completely demolished that
not one stone will be left on top of an-
other!”

‘Later, Jesus sat on the slopes of the
Mount of Olives. His disciples came to him

Mrxrataler w3 -1

ahead of time to signal your return and the
end of the world*?”

#Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone mis-
lead you. *For many will come in my name,
saying, ‘1 am the Messiah.” They will lead
many astray. *And wars will break out near
and far, but don’t panic. Yes, these things
must come, but the end won't follow im-
mediately. “The nations and kinednme wrill
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_J15 After this, the word of the Lorp
came to Abram in a vision:
” id, Abram.
Lam your shield.*

R e ) MR

2But Abram said, “O Sovereign Lorb,
what can you give me since I remain
childless and the one who will inherits my
estate is Eliezer of Damascus?’ 3And
Abram said, “You have given me no chil-
dren; so a servant in my household will be
my heir.” 5

4Then the word of the Lorp came to |
him: “This man will not be your heir, but
a son coming from your own body will be
your heir.” 5He took him outside and said,
“’Look at the heavens and count the stars—
if indeed you can count them.” Then he
said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

6Abram believed the Lorp, and he cred-
ited i im as righteo

7He also said to him, “I am the Lorp,
who brought you out of Ur of the Chal-
deans to give you this land to take posses- |
sion of it.” {

8But Abram said, “O Sovereign Lorbp,
how can I know that I will gain posses-
sion of it?”’

950 the Lorp said to him, “Bring me a
heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years
old, along with a dove and a young pi-
geon'll

19Abram brought all these to him, cut
them in two and arranged the halves op-
posite each other; the birds, however, he
did not cut in half. 1"Then birds of prey
came down on the carcasses, but Abram
drove them away.

12As the sun was setting, Abram fell
into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful

darkness came over him. 13Then the LorD

said to him, “Know for certain that your
descendants will be strangers in a country
not their own, and they will be enslaved

R

and mistreated four hundred years. 14But \/\

1 will punish the nation they serve as @O& __gj ,\)

slaves, and afterward they will come out i

with great possessions. 5You, however, ﬁ\)a ‘7L 1075 S o

will go to your fathers in peace and be ¥ o

puried at a good old age. *In_the fourth pTne ¢

generation your descendants will come ' S B ﬂg

back here, for the sin of the Amorites has A .

not vet reached its full measure.” GC)A (£ MUE
17When the sun had set and darkness el

had fallen, a smoking fire pot with a blaz- b £ E_fﬁ/m |

ing torch appeared and passed between ’\'j

the pieces. 180n that day the Lorp made a ‘l a‘/\)

covenant with Abram and said, “To your -

8 .,/@escendantss I give thisland,/from the riv-

r _era-of Egypt to the great river, the Euph-
27" rates— 19%the land of the Kenites,
Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20Hittites, Periz-
zites, Rephaites, 21 Amorites, Canaanites,
Girgashites and Jebusites.”
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STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF ELISHA

STUDY NUMBER THREE - II Kings 4:1-44

——-"‘=——

Now a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets

cried out to Elisha, "Your servant my husband is dead, and you

know that your servant feared the Lord; and the creditor has come
to take my two children to be his slaves."

And Elisha said to her, "What shall I do for you? Tell me, what
do you have in the house?" And she said, "Your maidservant has
nothing in the house except a jar of oil."

Then he said, "Go, borrow vessels at large for yourself from all
your neighbors, even empty vessels; do not get a few.

"And you shall go in and shut the door behind you and your sons,
and pour out into all these vessels; and you shall set aside what
= 1ok

So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her sons;
they were bringing the vessels to her and she poured.

And it came about when the vessels were full, that she said to her
son, "Bring me another vessel." And he said to her, "There is

not one vessel more." And the oil stopped.

Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, "Go, sell

the oj] and pay your debt, and you and your sons can live on the
rest."”

Now there came a day when Elisha passed over to Shunem, where there
was a prominent woman, and she persuaded him to eat food. And

so it was, as often as he passed by, he turned in there to eat
food.

And she said to her husband, "Behold now, I perceive that this

is a holy man of God passing by us continually.

"Please, let us make a Tittle walled upper chamber and let us

set a bed for him there, and a table and a chair and a lampstand;
and it shall be, when he comes to us, that he can turn in there."
One day he came there and turned in to the upper chamber and rested.
Then he said to Gehazi his servant, "Call this Shunammite." And
when he had called her, she stood before him.

And he said to him, "Say now to her, 'Behold, you have been careful
for us with all this care; what can I do for you? Would you be
spoken for to the king or to the captain of the army? And she
answered, "I live among my own people."

So he said, "What then is to be done for her?" And Gehazi answered,
“Truly she has no son and her husband is ol1d."

And he said, "Call her." When he had called her, she stood in the
doorway.

Then he said, "At this season next year you shall embrace a son."
And she said, "No, my lord, O man of God, do not lie to your
maidservant,"

And the woman conceived and bore a son at that season the next year,
as Elisha had said to her.

When the child was grown, the day came that he went out to his
father to the reapers.

And he said to his father, "My head, my head." And he said to his
servant, "Carry him to his mother."
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N
v.22

v.23
v.24

v.25h

v.26
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v.30
v.31

Ve 32
v.33
v.34

v.35

v.36
L
v.38
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When he had taken him and brought him to his mother, he sat on
her lap until noon, and then died.

And she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and
shut the door behind him, and went out.

Then she called to her husband and said, "Please send me one of
the servants and one of the donkeys, that I may run to the man

of God and return.

Then he said, "Why will you go to him today? It is neither new
moon nor Sabbath." And she said, "It will be well."

Then she saddled a donkey and said to her servant, "Drive and

go forward; do not slow down the pace for me unless I tell you."
So she went and came to the man of God to Mount Carmel. And it
came about when the man of God saw her at a distance, that he
said to Gehazi his servant, "Behold, yonder is the Shunammite.
"Please run now to meet her and say to her, 'Is it well with you?
Is it well with your husband? 1Is it well with the child?'" And
she answered, "It is well."

When she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught hold of
his feet. And Gehazi came near to push her away; but the man

of God said, "Let her alone, for her soul is troubled within her;
and the Lord has hid it from me and has not told me."

Then she said, "Did I ask for a son from my lord? Did I not say,
'Do not deceive me'?"

Then he said to Gehazi, "Gird up your loins and take my staff in
your hand, and go your way; if you meet any man, do not salute
him, and if anyone salutes you, do not answer him; and lay my staff
on the lad's face."

And the mother of the lad said, "As the Lord Tives and as you your-
self live, I will not leave you." And he arose and followed her.
Then Gehazi passed on before them and laid the staff on the lad's
face, but there was neither sound nor response. So he returned
to meet him and told him, "The lad has not awakened."

When Elisha came into the house, behold the lad was dead and laid
on his bed.

So he entered and shut the door behind them both, and prayed to
the Lord.

And he went up and lay on the child, and put his mouth on his
mouth and his eyes on his eyes and his hands on his hands, and he
stretched himself on him; and the flesh of the child became warm.
Then he returned and walked in the house once back and forth, and
went up and stretched himself on him; and the lad sneezed seven
times and the lad opened his eyes.

And he called Gehazi and said, "Call this Shunammite." So he called
her. And when she came in to him, he said, "Take up your son."
Then she went in and fell at his feet and bowed herself to the
ground, and she took up her son and went out.

When Elisha returned to Gilgal, there was a famine in the land. As
the sons of the prophets were sitting before him, he said to his
servant, "Put on the large pot and boil stew for the sons of the
prophets."
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v.39 Then one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a
wild vine and gathered from it his lap full of wild gourds, and
came and sliced them into the pot of stew, for they did know what
they were.

v.40 So they poured it out for the men to eat. And it came about as
they were eating of the stew, that they cried out and said, "O
man of God, there is death in the pot." And they were unable to
eat.

v.41 But he said, "Now bring meal." And he threw it into the pot, and
he said, "Pour it out for the people that they may eat." Then
there was no harm in the pot.

v.42 Now a man came from Baal-shalishah, and brought the man of God
bread of the first fruits, twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears
of grain in his sack. And he said, "Give them to the people that
they may eat."

v.43 And his attendant said, "What, shall I set this before a hundred
men?" But he said, "Give them to the people that they may eat,
for thus says the Lord, 'They shall eat and have some left over.'"

v.44 So he set it before them, and they ate and had some left over,
according to the word of the Lord.
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INTRODUCTION:
Thus far in our series of studies we hav isha
e prophe 1jah, after was_ta &Q_ﬂw In our fir
SEUEE he perto i in thélérossing over of the Jordan
River, whereupon the prophets witnessgd him as Eﬁe one upon whom the.
spirit of Elijah now rested; and th&éghanging of the wate o

bitter into sweet in the city of Jericho; sPhe '
upon the young men who were harassing him on the outskirts o
In our last study he was consulted by the kings of Israel, Jerusalem
and Ed On this occaSion the Lord brou eTiverance for the armies
of the three kings against the Moabites méraculﬁﬂ!Ty, By providing
water for them to drink and also a EeceEé%¥§ngg§u;nghgnghx_Ihg_

ace, which only eventually

abites thou at a sla
e eir own defeat. ’ Lok = i
Ged s+l dadqes Nationsl Moab
This now brings us to Study Number Three in II Kings 4:1-44.

& 1 ertai i i rie
isha arva H band is dead, and you know that

[ the creditor has come to take
"

As we turn now to chapter 4 and the furthering of the bio
Elisha, we are going to notice that this chapter contains
which are performed by our prophet.
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. Yk/who comes to Elisha
D\eé et eminas nim a e 9 3 .
\ p €' left an unpaid debt which the creditor had now come to collect.

Ret!S

o
bp-}—l«ﬂ/ If a borrower did not have personal property as security, his own "
- PErso 0T his_dependents would serve as SECUrIty. Ihererore, -

i e ¥ cou ega ake the widow's sons as a payment.
gw‘;ﬁ}uﬁ* | gally payment.

v Jwa‘»ti:‘irst thing we will observe in verse 1 is that thisw
g, W atter. The woman just’did not come to speak to the prophet, but
g + L&‘%E EEigg out to Elisha, which would indicate to us the pressure of
f e er grief and.earnestness of her request to the prophet.

b‘vw \Sw“‘ I for you? Tell me, what
EUU”\ And she said

"Your maidservant has

i0
Wnat do you have in_the |

Her response to these two questions was to point up her real destitution
when she said, "Your maidservant has nothing in the house except a_jar of_
0il."

—

"~ . id. >
o laak 'xmm neighbors, even empty vessels; do not get a few.

oY
wsEvidenﬂy this widow lived in G; [gg! because this was the other school
l,_mfl of t rophets which had been founded during the 10 years.prior to
“ﬁ» w}‘éB 1Jah's arture unto glory. They had founded schools i ___]'_].ga_‘l_a
ethel an

[ we ericho,
a e

N\}H’;P\%’@g.is ._.qgngjr‘pandedlto go and“_t_)grrpyg_ “‘g_es_s.e1s from as many people as she
‘h‘“ can, that is, empty vessels, and then he tells her not to get a few. ‘
\ Mee” Get as many as possible. /. You Make plavs © w il _!3_.3_ Yewr provision.

\ * in and shut the door behind you and your sons,
~ ¢ and pour out into all these vessels; and you shall set aside what
Ei- |1] L o a . —
v He commands, her, once y have acquired as many vessels possible,
to-go.into the house and t ut the door, and Hith her sonséaog; gﬁ
into a these vessels the o1l which s has in e jar, a you- Wi

”71. “1 2 @set aside what is full.
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(BOﬂ' YJQOU can get the picture now that once they got inside they shut the

2t door and she instructed them to bring the empty vessels and she would
begin to do the pouring.

pm

ds.pot one vessel more, " And the oil stopped.
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Th1s Tittle ot of 0il reminds us of gghn_$.2.where the five barley

loaves and the two 'lSh seem to be so small and insignificant to meet (2 gas/(ezé

the needs of the S,UUU people who are wa1t1ng to be fed. But when e /
4§d\ they are in the hands of the lord, He is pleased to use it. 4 Has Souw fg+ Gues -
4 X

How oftentimes we 1imit God jr_own unbelief and our lack of expec-
ancy. Elisha had told he o borrow not a few. God actually wante
Ed'gb :

more for this woman than he di Br1ng_me yet a vesse', She
- 7as not a vessel I more.
&ﬁ @;5 It is always a lack of human vision that sets 11m1tat1ons on what God
th goes in_us ana fEE EE And EEE EE rEview wh one w1t
S n the past, we often realize we could have d much more r i
ﬁShJﬁK? We had Eeen willing to expect more.

’h
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' 1S ' b y' Sum [y l“_n:-f_ f
Br1n me another vessel." And he sa1d here on vess
6%1 And tﬂaf point the b11'§topped /

She is very excited. NS te o B God she came in
ner enthu a ll_‘_‘_*__________‘ S _Jilna ene He then re-
spon-s w1t- a series o comman-s l}j,- ””e t e 01], anﬂaﬁah your
debts,, an u _and your sons can live on_the rest K
BRE 0100 T am come that they might have 1ife and have it more
a»undéﬁ?ﬁyﬁ“

1yf; _"Now in him who i § ggPex;eed1ng abundantly
< e a _”fﬁﬁf“we ask or think, accor ng to the power that
warﬁ§ ‘within us."

32 “He who did not spare his own son, but delivered him up
~all, how will he not also with h1m Free]y give us all things?'
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Me _are now introduced to another vioman in.the passage. F__,.She is a very
Eraciogi woman, who entertained Elisha and was given to the gift o
ospitality, whenever he passed Eﬁrough their town of Shunem.
<:%n the
) o yoman ' 65 1deNCe 1S N0] n, but here
, in Shunem \=/The f1rst 1s a_widow, and this woman's husband
is a l1ve. he irst woman was Tin e, and This one
is a woma ) e one sought out Elisha the prophet, approached
the o JETisha rdvT ed for the former, this one min1stere§ unto
“him.(&GJThe widow ns, but the married woman ess.
(7yThe one™was put to a severe test, tAE OTher was not,
It is believed that"Shunem lay in the road between Samaria and Carmel
and this would be a road which Elisha WOuTd OTten travel.
This woman was one of substance or wealth, as is intimated by the ser- .
~vants her husband ha d 1ding a i} a1sh1ng a noom for
- nob e. 1s “woman 3
—In mee ness
,' t_a aﬁ,u ness for others, the
ng le_prophet's Comfort, in_content edﬁ§9§
St !’H!l'l['l; an
ount 1nc, uan 0d
~

When he stggsed off there for several meals, and.they had had conversations,
she discerned that he was a ho1¥ man of God.
v.10) ‘Please, Jet us make a little walled upper chamber and Jet us set
g bEd for him there; and a table and a chair and a 1amEstandi and

She feels because he is a man of God, she wants to make a place for a
prophet s chamber. It will be a - : 3 3

and,. ) : (re rest iZstudy
‘ﬁ'lega in h1s strength before continuing his work and m1n1stry )

J. Vernon McGee points out "since then there have been many believers
\A»“}kus who have in their homes what they call the prophet's chamber. As I

have traveled about from place to place holding Bible conferences, I
Q‘°Q \weV5 have stayed in many prophet's chambers. I could tell you about people

all across this country today, wonderful Christian folks, who have a
g room where preachers and missionaries are entertained and feel at home.
W You do not know what that means in the lives of many of God's men today."

Motel & Mot ' well leave The L1§nt oV
Fov You! *
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v11} One day he came there and turned in to the upper chamber and rested.

While he was there in the upper chamber resting, his tho ned
towards thi t he might do for her.

v.12l i i_hi = is nite "

Elisha f he need to i i i So he
commands Gehazi to c her. When he had called her, she came an
Stood before him.

Vil 3 q' i "Say now to her, 'Behold, you have been careful

i re; or : u ou_be
spoken for to the king or to the captain of the army? And she

answered, "I Tive among my own people.”

aD 1L St 1dn't ask anything for his own persona
use, C 0 show his gratitude on her behalf and make
1tion that she mig a Senc.

ied with the

It is Matthew Henry who says, "It would be well with many if they did
but know when they are well off, but they do not. A roving spirit takes
possession of them and they suppose they can improve their lot by
moving from one place to another, only to find as the old adage says,

'A rolling stone gathers no moss.' The wicked are 1ike the troubled
sea, when it cannot rest. But it should be far otherwise with the
peoplé;offﬁbﬂ;' It is much to be thankful for when we can contentedly

I dwell an oW ople."
i 4 i d for her?" And Gehazi answered
a _ husband is old.
Her‘ onLentnen yith L1E nresen i H ANCE O A (1 _n. 0 3 ne
question._of Geha "Wha hen_j o _be done for her?" And the servant
answered that the one_thing that probab a real burden to her i
that she has no son and her husband is now old.
One is reminded of the plight of Abraham and Sarah, with the promise

of God that they were going to have a son, and now when she reaches
99 and Abraham is 90, they finally, miraculously, through God's ~
Tntervention, are given a child, whom they named Isaac.

ga#/; Wity w Fevki by
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| - u eﬁg Hg said, "Call her." When he had called her, she stood in
l ' ear _you shall embrace a son."
not ]'!E Lo _vyour

N‘Dne is reminded of the account in Genes1s 18 when the angel of the

Lord told Ab Sarah
was listening at was behind him.

ow Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced 1n age. It has ceased
to be with Sarah after the manner of women, and Sarah laughed
to herself saying, 'After I have become old shall I have
pleasure, my lord being old also?' And the Lord said to
Abraham, 'Why did Sarah laugh, saying, "Shall I indeed bear a
child when I am so 01d?"" Is anything too difficult for the
Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you at this time
next year and Sarah shall have a son."

This prominent lady in our pa is ove med and realizes that
W 1sha has spoken s sible. And so she responds
ecause the prophet has hit a cord 1n her own heart: 'No, my lord,

ANE
’*50(' | 0 man of God, do not lie %o seryvant.

3@\)?" l_v___l_?j JAnd_thewoman.conceived and bore a son at that season the next
Jear..as.Elisha had said fo her.

o
-

WS
0
(£>(gq§5f— The G and Sarah still exists and_provides.a.child.for this

(ggnﬂra“S racious and generous woman.

V'Eﬁ) . e

@@E(‘\ Yhap- el ani o
What a glorious occasion this is with the smile of the heavenly Father
upon this woman, in giving her a son. And now This son 15 Deginning to

grow up.

The child has now reached an_age where he can go with his father out

into the fields,

He still is, however, just a very young lad.

wm_taﬂwmum._ And_he said to
his servant, "Carry him to his mother."
The b i i i with a fever of some
bxlw sortI and_is stricken with greaf pain., The father realizing

-Q& mergenqy of the situation, says to the servant to carry him to h1$

A\ ”
\-r’ %e‘-\(ﬁ\ﬁ 4
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If such were the case, it would be difficult to reconcile the fact that

this is still in the morning. and ;aat the real danger of sunstroke
would be much Tater in the day.

rl—

v.Za\]ﬂuuLhg_hﬁd;ﬁﬂguLhim_gng_ggggqht him to his mother, he sat on
Jer lap until noon, and then died.

Evidently the father did not feel 1ike this was anything terribly serious,

apart from the fact that maybe he was stricken with a fever or something,

and needed to get in with his mother and be comforted and taken care of,

else the father would have left his work in the field and taken the son
imself.

18 i is _was a passing thing because
she held him on her lap as he suffered until noon and then he all of a
udden_expired.

oW easy 1t wou ave been for her to nave
cried out and said, 'God, why have you done this to me in giving me

3 child, and now taking the-cniTd away. Would 1t nave not been far
better from my loving Father's point of view

11dless rather than to have erienced the joy of bearing a child,
and now to have him taken from e

l v.21} And she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut

m, and went out.

1S » Me
the child there on t %

It might be very possible that she also was aware of what happened to

*}_Egﬁjw when E1ij i he widow'
who was stri i ike »
22

v.22| Then she called to he and said, "Please send me one of the

T T TS

uickl:

Wha 1 i i ission and respect f =
i she

wou e _servants and one of the donkeys

To the man of God and return.

v.23 s i i 2

s : id, "It will be well."



Qan Jou Twn Your Face heaven ward o SAY 3 o k’;’;}"
Y witl be well < (99;“44*‘*" \ /
e S S T -10- , @ Yok
Llovne ﬁ/cw\? witl, e The best1s fof o be /! W\ Fc.ﬁ‘\- E:mi-n‘tt
! :
- S bhi - i i f. She does have an P (4 t uﬁwx‘st
; ; aAL
.\0}ya opportunity to put the burden upon her husbgnd at this point when A-L”‘\ QSUQ 4

he asks the question, 'Why wi ?' She just c
uw _ . . Jjus Geo
4\‘} -\ simply responds, 'It u]|| ﬁ' This had got to be an act of <kl p‘“f\ -
s | % rg%%_jaizu, believing that this trial is a test of her faith an ,//,,/”/’/f
“Dﬁb ‘ -by# will enable her to be more effective and fruitful, for the Lord in
YU the days that are ahead. She has the eye of faj d

Q%Wgté \_“\\ the present circumstances @nd simply to reply: 'It will be well.

¢ 15 SR g
IO""J \or wmmwm_m_w

: go_forwards do not slow do "

S 2 4 wn_the pace for me unless I tell you,, | ee F2

\xi\gﬂi”' This is a very urgent need and a tine for movin ickly, and so she lashin | G b
2 \'. instructS the servant mmm%%nhss she 2 1 U=
“ _Qavﬂ " would tell him that her discomfort was so great that she was unable +79"¢“5 2
to continue at the rapid pace. s Awm CWeYEe 1
v.25% So she went and came to the man of God to Mount Carmel. And it
) came about when the man of God saw her at a distance, that he
said to Gehazi his servant, "Behold, yonder is the Shunammite. ™

This 1ittle trip is over 20 miles, and she has made it very quickly.

Elisha immediately recognizes her as he sees her at a distance. Then
he says to his servant, "Behold, yonder is the Shunammite."
with you?
o f ki EEH:

-~ " and say to her, 'Is it well
\\\0 ﬁw i :ngig:] EEEE%EE? IE §E EEH with the c
n A
You will notice in verse he said 'It will be well' and in verse
'UDE/\A i - . - H

She answered, "It § L Y
to her needs during

verything

D

=
J.

Enewed contidence

When the Shunammite women comes to the man of God, she just falls at
his feet in real jef and broksnness of heart over the trial which
she has been Bearigg Ez herselt since the death of her son. She has
had ‘no and no_one_to share her burden, until now she meets
the man of God, who was the one who had prayed for this special favor

to be hers, and that to have a child. And now this child is taken.

Gehazi the servant comes near and endeavors to push her away, but the
man of God, Elisha, says, "Let her alone". The reason he gives that
command is her soul is troubled witnin ner, and the Lord has hid it from
me and has ROT told me what has happened to this woman.
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[hen she said, "Did I ask for a son from my lord? Did I not say,
1 2. "
Do _not deceive me 2

With her i .Olg‘id 1
ask for a s ? rwtiw___aﬂl%gm:wm.sgo.
“And di not sav, Do not deceive me? And the answer to that is¥yes{~
And riow ETisha realizes that the burden and,concern of this Shunarmite
woman is the same as the widow off Zarephath,) and that is, her son has
‘Deen st Ken

1 v.29\ JThen he said to Gehazi, "Gird up your loins and take my staff in
| your hand, and do your way; if you meet any man, do not salute
JAim, and if anyone salutes you, do not answer him; and Tay ny

staff on the Tad's face.”

uestions, Elisha und

Recognizing the seriousness of the problem, Elisha sends Gehazi, and
‘sends him urgently, with his staff. He is to go as quickly as possible
and lay Elisha's staff upon the lad's face.

l v.30’ And the mother of the lad said, "As the Lord lives and as you

_ f live, I will not Teave you." And he arose and ?oilowed
nd_sai e vas not doing Lo
had_been passed, and the boy's
her frustration, in that her
he arose and _

And so with her plea,

T knew

Where is the blessednessawhen first I saw the Lord?
Where is the soul refreshing view of Jesus and His word?
What peaceful hours I once enjoyed,

How sweet their memory still.

w
But Eﬁh& I feel an aching void
The world can never fill.

v.31 Gehazi ( herp and laid the 3 e Ja
idlEas RUL ;hgpg Was peither sound nor response. So he returned
Lo meet him and told him, "The 1lad has not awakened.,

Gehazi is an interesting study in himselfl®/His n means 'denier'.
& various references to his character and conduct seem to bear this
out. \Firsth“he is seen thrusting away this poor woman when she t
herself at Elisha's feet. And therleathe nonsuccess OF his erforts here.
#HE eventually gives away to a lack of confidence in the power of Ll1Sha

in verse 43; angzyina is love fTor money gets him in chapter 5 when
fe Tollowed Naaman TO get some personal advantage, and then he 1s
mmfmmﬁmm‘.—T g
- . 2 » ; &
See his disgualif.caten
e (
M\nts"f’rf—l ent w_efﬁ ._/.
s 20 R it




This is exactly the situation when the woman had departed to go in
search of Elisha earlier.

( v.33 } ‘ ehind them both, and prayed to
the Lord,
This is_probably something that Gehazi did not do. He just came and
laid the staff on the lad's face an en departed. Sort of went
2 w

through the ritual and dj ime calling

10n 1n_the .
And as nhe prayed to the [ord he is asking the Lord to give 11fe to

the “1ad.

v.34 . . L1d. Lo bauth Gl
Joubn_an-Afs e g0-Dis tues-and s sands ot his haid

m
0.

This is a very similar situation to Eljijah's conduct with the widow
ead son,

i&.l Kings 17:20-22 "And he called to the Lord and said, 'O Lord my God,
hast thou also brought calamity to the widow with whom I am staying
by causing her son to die.' Then he stretched himself upon the
child three times, and called to the Lord and said, 'O Lord, my
God, I pray thee, let this child's 1life return to him.' And the
Lord heard the voice of Elijah, and the Tife of the child re-
turned to him and he revived."

V. 35 ,Ingn_ns_rgig;ngg_ﬁndJug_Egd in_the house once back and forth, and

Jent up and stretched himself on him; and the lad sneezed seven
mgum_wmm&_his_m._
After his first encounter wi child
ched himself upon the lad, and he sneezed and opened his eyes.

V.36 : 4 L] 5 : 1]
gcalled her. And when she came in to him, he said, "Take up your

<=0l

What a precious and tender moment this must have been, as Elisha reveals
1n_giving back her son once

gain into her arms. .
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-
-g v.37) i is feet and bowed herself to the
» Px\t; oung ans he took up her son and we :

GvEE

; :;b‘*ﬂﬁf First she fell at Elisha's feet in humble gratitude and i
//,//”” one, an en she took up her son and went out.

e
- A
,"kfﬁgff,/”’The history here closes her c ass
NCPJHJ/’ oTtly by 1t, we hear sobs within, as it appears partly of j
AN amapartty or distress, with broken words, words of supplication,
¥ for surely she is prostrated with her child at the Lord's

footstool, renewing the surrender of her heart to the God of her
salvation, dedicating her child to him 55 an_eternal possession
a

and casting @ She has before the foot of His throne.

How sacred and impressive is such a moment of sacred retirement,
into which further we can no intrude. Let us, however, rejoice
that the Lord has thus published his name so gloriously abroad

in the earth, and that upon those that love him and whose names are
written in the book of 1ife, his mercy endureth forever.

1 v.38>.hmen Elisha returned to Gilgal, there was a fanmine in the land.
Wwwr itti fore him, he sai
: i : "Put on the large pot and boil stew for the sons

the prc oo

Coming back to the seminary at Gilgal, he finds that there is a famine
Th the Tand. —TNEre 15 NOt enou h";ood for those concerned at the time
. 0 he, as he finds the sons o e prophets sitting
‘Berore trim;—amd—they obvious |y are manifesting a hunger %or Eﬁgsic"ﬁa
or spiritual food. e said to his servant, u
ome stew for the sons of the prophets.”

v.39 one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild
jEﬁEtEEﬂ gathered from 1t his Tap Tull o WiTd qourds;—amt—came——
and sliced them into the pot of stew, for they did not kn
they were.

In a frustratin r S hey found a wild vine
ered a lap full of w1}d gourds and_came and pu ese 1n the
of stew because they didn't know what they were. )

I am sure the prophet who went out to find herbs, when he found these

gourds, felt 1ike he had been led of the Lord to this prosperity and
wanted t6 Share 1t with everyone else.

One is reminded of the fact that in a time of famine there is always
plenty of wild gourds. And so it is in our day, with the famine of
e teaching of the word of of
wild gourds tor folks.to feed upon. They look so much like the rea
Husgs 7he %?5 werc catrig /.
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thing. One is reminded of 2 Cor. 11:13-15 -

= 'FQr Such men are ralse apostles, deceitful workers, disguising
themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder for even Satan
disguises himself as an angel of 1light; therefore it is not
surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants
of righteousness, whose ends shall be according to their deeds."

v.40 i the men to eat. And it came about as
were eating of the stew, that the¥ cried out and said, "0
od, there is death in_the pot." And they were unable to
eat,

Immediately the prophets, in tasting the stew, recognize that these wild
gourds were poisonous.

. said “N_ bring meal." And he threw it into the got, and

there was no harm in_the pot.

Elisha now performs a miracle in Gilgal. He provides not only spiritual
or his prophets, b ical d mi usly throug 1S ac
BT PUTTTAG the meal in tﬁe pot.

It is interesting to note that Elisha has now performed miracles in
reverse.
First, he struck the waters of the Jordan and walked across on
dry ground.
Secondly, he purified the waters in the city of Jericho.
And third, he pronounced a curse upon the young men in Bethel.
And now, he heals this pot of stew here in Gilgal.

The meal was soon provided for Flisha and Flisha cast it into the pot
Without pomp or ceremony. in the fullest reliance upon him who worketh
3like by thin na | He then says to his servant, "Pour
out for the people that they may eat." And they hesitate not but eat
in faith.
—————
Faith is never put to shame. Those only are made ashamed who trust
ength, but faith shall see the glory of God. The
disciples ate and their was no harm in the pot. The pottage was
savory and good and the poison they had already swallowed was rendered
perfectly innocuous. Thus a handful of meal in the hand of the Almighty
sufficed to disarm death, to disappoint hell, to preserve the salt of
the earth, and to sustain his prophets in the world.

Let none be afraid who have the God of Jacob for their help. He who
has all power in heaven and in earth and works all in all can render
everything subservient to his pleasure.
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He can take the mess of poisoned pottage and use it in his service.

How beautifully Elisha, empowered by God, is able to cover over the
mistake of this servant who has put the gourds in the pot.

So often times do we find that Christ by his miraculous power can
cover our mistakes--mistakes that we all make, in his service, and
still use us for the glory of God.

m a man came from Baa] shalishah, and br‘ought the man of God
£ . { o & and fresh

, ' And he said, "G1ve them to the people
Jhat they may eat.”

This man from Baal-shalishah is a believer and he is fulfilling his
responsibility of bringing the first fruit of his harvest to the man
of God. He wants these provisionsto be used to feed the prophets.

The man from Baal-shalishah must have been a most welcome visitor,
ot merely on ac i ift, but because as
e Tirs ruits of the new harvest, it was a Jjoyous intimation that

gﬁgg:gg;ﬂgglg again smile upon tEe af?!iEiEﬂ IEEE: Ais arrival
, 1ike that of Joshua and Caleb with the

grapes of Eschol in the Hebrew camp, and the dove with olive branch
in the ark of Noah, must have chased the gloom from their desponding
minds and opened the future to their view in bright and promising
prospect. Thus in our days of spiritual dejection and bareness, we
breathe more freely and indulge a more cheering hope if we meet with
a person whose 1ife manifests a healthy glowing and joyous faith.
The exalted piety of such a person affords us clear evidence that
heavenly grace is not withheld.

We seem to recognize in it the first indication of a general Pente-
costal visitation. We indulge the hope that our community may soon
be the scene of a revival. The mere thought of which raises the
very soul and brightens the dim 1ight of our heavenly existence with
a cheering dawn.

I am sure there are a number who say, 'Alas, when is this misery to
cease? We have escaped the poison only to die of hunger. Of what
profit is it to trust God?' And then the Lord makes this glorious
provision.

i said "What, shall I set this before a hundred
nen? i the people _that they may eat,
JLor thus says the Lord, eat and have some left over.'"

The one who is i i ions about how
wentv loaves of barley and a few ears of corn will go with a
‘nunﬁ?’?F'JL"TT"'_—__-L__ ——

ed men who are very hungry.
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One is reminded of#J 'when Andrew, bringing the fiye loaves
and a couple of fish, would say, "What_is this among so many?" when
rist 1s confronted with a hungry multitude of 5,000 +

The command is_given by Elisha - 'Give them to the people that they
may eat. For thus says the Lord, They shall eat and have some left over.'

Contrary to the present circumstances that seem impossible, the message
of the Lord is: Eat and you'll have some left over.

i me left over
di f the lord..
What a graphic il i jence, They set it
em, even though it seemed so small, and they ate. And after

ed, they had some left over, according to the

L&\D‘ UI t“E LuTrd —
) s e
¢ i This, too, was 1ike John chapter 6, as a result of everyone eating,
Qw* each disciEIe is given a basket and he fills completely his basket
E&\ ayvﬂ“ e Tragments that were JeTtT over atter the entire multitude

ﬁ&f”n 3 2 To eat. _E;, ffﬁ”f;,
* ) @cﬁncwsxom ‘O/Lé/

e —

There are a number of lessons from II Kings chapter 4 that we'd like
- @ to underscore at this time:
s
//Xéﬂ \®; LESSON #1: The Lord often multiplies what we have to make provision
an or us in the hour of our need. This is seen in the jar of
- - 0il in the first part of the chapter, and in the twenty barley
Q&N;C y loaves and the ears of grain in the last part of the chapter.

LESSON #2: The Lord's provision is always exceeding abundantly above
all that we can ask or think because every vessel was filled.

LESSON #3: The Shunammite woman is seen as being great because of h
spirituality, her sensitivity, and her submission, Mm

LESSON #4: The Shunammite woman is also another version of the princi-
ple recorded in Psalm 37, and that principle is'delight yourselves
in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.'

LESSON #5: Many times the Lord puts his hand upon the provision that
e has made previously to test us to see whether or not that
gift has become more important that our relationship to him.

b Maeeg .

Sormidinles 6 Ao Ba Yypre ﬁﬂanJ



-17-

LESSON #6: The Lord often tests our faith through the trials
that we pass.

LESSON #7: The Shunammite woman never loses her confidence in God
%:1% . through the entire trial. And as a result, is rewarded for her
Q,rﬂ of faith and trust in God's ability to work all things together in
v\ this situation.

LESSON #8: It is necessary for Elisha to have personal contact with
the dead child, even as Elijah did in I Kings 17. The great
principle here, according to J. Vernon McGee is: "that when we
are dead in trespasses and sins, personal contact with Jesus
Christ brings life. In him we have ]ife: He is life,

LESSON #9 Elisha first ministers to the spiritual needs of the
prophets at Gilgal, and then to their physical needs.

LESSON #10: The Lord's provision of the barley loaves and the ears
of grain was totally adequate for the situation, although it
did not seem so from a human point of view.






