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bo.si<c+ b91i tv\12~BIL!J{ 
---- . I . -~RAI YAM 

~ I di~ C .!.!!. Evangelistic Association 

- Always Good News. I 

-- · G ~a Ji\ a VY1 t r a V\ I( I I Y'1 March 2009 

Dear Friend, 

\ e are in the midst of the most serious crisis our nation has faced in my lifetime, and I J 
believe unless Goa intervenes, America will never again be the great country that we have known 

_:an~dl~ove~'d._;;_------------------------------

The federal government is on the verge of nationalizing our financial institutions, 
fundamentally changing the economic engine that has driven our democracy for over 200 years. 

This isn't what I fear most, however. What burdens my heart and soul is that I believe 
America finds itself in this predicament because we are a nation that has forgotten God. \Ve 

l1ave rejected God. \Ve don't want Him in the marketplace, our schools, or our government. 
The moral and spiritual fabric that kept this country strong for so long has almost completely 
unraveled, and the economic chaos is just one of the disastrous consequences. 

\\Te need another great awakening, a fresh revival that puts us on our knees, brings us to 
repentance for our sins, and turns our hearts back a ain to worship and obey God. 

There is no other way for America to be great again. 

In the book of Nehemiah, a remnant of Hebrews who had survived 70 years of Babylonian 
captivity returned and rebuilt the burned and crumbled walls ofJerusalem. As they gathered 
around one oft:he--gat-es-of the-city, the scribe Ezra stood before-the-peopl~d read-from the 
book of the law of Moses. 

From daybreak to noon, he stood on a large platform and read aloud the Scripture. God's 
Word was preached and explained clearly. 

As the people listened, they wept over their sin. "They stood in their places and confessed their 
sins and the wickedness of their fathers" (Nehemiah 9:2, NIV). They publicly acknowledged that 
they had forgotten God and that the Lord was just in punishin them. 

Our nation is now reaping what we have sown. Our greed, relentless pursuit of pleasure, and 
abandonment of God's principles have brought us to this histo_ric turning point. 

I love my country, but I hate what T see taking place. God may be bringing judgment on us, 
trrst like11e did on the Israelites. \\'e have sinned openly and repeatedly, and we are in grave 
danger unles we repent and turn back to God. 

This is why we preach the Gospel. This is why we proclaim the message of repentance and 
faith in God and His Son Jesus Christ, who shed His blood on Calvary's cross for our sins. 

People sometimes ask me if I get discouraged as I preach God's Word in city after city, only to 
see our nation growing darker. Not at all. I'm encouraged, because as I deliver God's Gospel, I see 
thousands come forward, confess their sins, and turn by faith to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

In Nehemiah's day, the Hebrews humbled themselves as they heard Ezra preach God's Word. 
'I - 'I 'I , 'l 'I • ,. 
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I believe we can experience this kind of national revival again. I believe we can see the hearts 
of millions touched by the power of the Gospel. 

We must pray. We must come before God every day and ask Him that the riches of His 
kindness and patience would lead us to genuine repentance (see Romans 2:4). We must 
intercede for our leaders to turn their hearts to Him. 

Please pray for us as we take the Gospel to the heartland of America this summer through 
Rock the River, an evangelistic concert tour where I will be preaching to thousands of young 
people. Pray also for Crusades I have coming up this month in Uruguay and in Estonia 
May 29-31. Pray with us that many lost will respond to the saving message of Christ. 

We need your help financially. Working together, the gifts of thousands of believers like you 
enable this ministry to preach the Gospel through our Crusades, television, radio, and many 
other evangelistic outreaches. 

America is at a crossroads. The need is greater than ever before. The hour is more urgent than 
ever before. 

Let us all remember that, despite our sin, the Lord is a "forgiving God, gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love" (Nehemiah 9: 17) for all who call upon 
His Name for salvation. It's never too late to turn back to God. Help us take that message across 
America-and to the ends of the earth. 

May God richly bless you, 

President 

P.S. If you sent us a prayer request of your own in recent weeks, be assured that our staff 
has been praying. We are honored to partner with you in this way. I greatly appreciate your 
friendship, your prayers, and all that you do for Jesus. 

You Can Make a Difference 
God works through people like you to change the world for the sake of the Gospel. 

.,._ PRAYER 
"'History could be altered," my father has said, "if 
people went to their knees in believing prayer ... 
Will you pray that our leaders will listen to God·s 
voice and that our nation will repent and turn to 
God? Pray also for us as we vigorously proclaim 
the Gospel that changes lives and nations. 

.. TELEVISION 
People in every country desperately seek lasting 
hope, but many won't go to a church to find it. 
Your gift of $75, or any amount, will help us 
bring the World Evangelism Through Television 

.. ROCK THE RIVER 
The future hope of any nation is its young 
people. We must reach them with the 
Gospel before it is too late. Your gift can help 
us bring God's urgent truth to America 's 
youth through Rock the River. 

.. CRUSADES 
Uruguay is said to be the most secular 
country in the Americas, and Colombia is 
considered among the most violent-but 
God is opening hearts. Your gift this month 
of $10, $25, or any amount will help us hold 
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1085 

"Hope" is 
biblical 

shorthand for 
"1111conditio1111/ 

certainty." 

OCTOBER 8 I MATIHEW 24 

OCTOBER 8 D DAY 282 
MATTHEW 24 -25 
Predictions of the King 
OVERVIEW Prominent in Jesus' day was the magnificent Temple of 
Herod. The disciples, duly impressed with its immense splendor, are 
stunned by Jesus' words that it will one day lie in rubble. This naturally 
raises questions in their minds regarding how and when such destruction 
will occur-an occasion Jesus seizes upon to teach them about events 
even more significant than the conquest of Jerusalem. He goes on to 
instruct them about his future second coming to earth and the unmistak­
able signs preceding it. 

Chapter 24 Chapter 25 

Predictions of Preparation for Parables of the 
Coming Calamity Coming Calamity Kingdom of Heaven 

"Beware!" "Be Watchful!" "Be Working!" 

YOUR DAILY WALK It has been well said, "A person can live forty days 
without food, seven days without water, and a few minutes without air; 
but he cannot live one second without hope." 

There is no medicine like hope-the expectation that tomorrow will 
be better than today. And for the Christian, that hope is no idle dream. 
Your future can brim with expectation because of Jesus' promise, "I will 
come and get you" Uohn 14:3). But in the meantime, you need the 
daily reminder and encouragement that your waiting is not in vain. In 
Jesus' response to his disciples' questions, he offers several principles to 

o - ass im · · 
1 . Don't get si etrac e : . a se christs will abound, but there 

will be no doubt when Jesus returns (24:24-31 ). 
2. Don't become a date-setter (24:36). Only God himself knows when 

that great event will happen. 
3. Do be a wise steward of your time and opportunities (24:14, 45-46). 
~ wag4 Xfi>H tn sow see~ 1 t scag tbe hmjzopl n your appointment cJ efr ar, pick a date later in October and add 
this memo line: "It's later than it's ever been before. Am I more prepared 
than I've ever been before?" 

NSIGHT Something Old, Something New 
Chapters 20-23 employ at least eleven quotations from the Old 
Testament. All together, Matthew contains about seventy-four such 
quotations and allusions- more than any other New Testament book. 

CHAPTER 24 take place? And will there be any sign 
ahead of time to signal your return and the 
end of the world*?" 

As Jesus was leaving the Temple grounds, 
his disciples pointed out to him the various 
Temple buildings. 2But he told them, "Do 
you see all these buildings? I assure you, 
they will be so completely demolished that 
not one stone will be left on top of an­
other!" 

3Later, Jesus sat on the slopes of the 
Mount of Olives. His disciples came to him 
nn,, ......... 1 •• -- ..J • ' , ,,. ,.,. -

4Jesus told them, "Don't let anyone mis­
lead you. 5For many will come in my name, 
saying, 'I am the Messiah.' They will lead 
many astray. 6 And wars will break out near 
and far, but don't panic. Yes, these things 
must come, but the end won't follow im­
mediately. 7The nations anci kinurinmc ,., ;11 
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-fJ 5 After this, the word of the Lmm 
came to Abram in a vision: 

"On not be afraid Abram. 
I am your sbjeld t 

yam yecy iveat reward {" 

2But Abram said, "O Sovereign LoRD, 
what can you give me since I remain 
childless and the one who will inherit1 my 
estate is Eliezer of Damascus?'' 3And 
Abram said, "You have given me no chil­
dren; so a servant in my household will be 
my heir." 

•Then the word of the LORD came to 
him: ''This man will not be your heir, but 
a son coming from your own body will be 
your heir." SHe took him outside and said, 
"Look at the heavens and count the stars­
if indeed you can count them." Then he 
said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 

6Abram believed the LORD, and he cred­
ited it to him as righteousness. 

7He also said to him, "I am the LoRD, 
who brought you out of Ur of the Chai­
deans to give you this land to take posses­
sion of it." 

SBut Abram said, "O Sovereign LoRD, 
how can I know that I will gain posses­
sion of it?" 

9So the LoRD said to him, "Bring me a 
heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years 
old, along with a dove and a young pi­
geon." 

tOAbram brought all these to him, cut 
them in two and arranged the halves op­
posite each other; the birds, however, he 
did not cut in half. llThen birds of prey 
came down on the carcasses, but Abram 
drove them away. 

12As the sun was setting, Abram fe11 
into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful 
darkness came over him. t3Then the LoRD 
said to him, "Know for certain that your 

descendants will be strangers in a country 
not their own, and they will be ensJ!!v~.<!. 
an_QJ1ljstreated four hundred years. 14But 
I will punish the nation they serve as 
slaves, and afterward they will come out 
with great possessions. 15You, however, 
will go to your fathers in peace and be 
buried at a good old age. 16Jn the fourth 
i.eneration xour descendants will come ' 

...hack here f r the sin of the Amorites has 
not yet reached its full measure." 

17When the sun had set and darkness 
had fa11en, a smoking fire pot with a blaz­
ing torch appeared and passed between 
the pieces. 1SOn that day_the LQIID macl_e a 
covenant ~th Abram ~,1·1dihaid, "To your 

~ ~escendant~~e_thisQa_od from the riv­
,,. 

1 
~r• of--Egyptto the great river, the Euph­

••1· rates- 19the land of the Kenites, 
Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20Hittites, Periz­
zites, Rephaites, 2tAmorites, Canaanites, 
Girgashites and Jebusites." 
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' STUDIES IN THE LI FE OF ELISHA 
• 

STUDY NUMBER THREE - II Kings 4:1-44 
---~- -- • 

TEXT: 
Y.l Now a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets 

cried out to Elisha, "Your servant my husband is dead, and you 
know that your servant feared the Lord; and the creditor has come 
to take my two children to be his slaves." 

v. 2 And Elisha said to her, "~Jhat shall I do for you? Tell me, what 
do you have in the house?" And she said, "Your maidservant has 
nothing in the house except a jar of oil. 11 

v. 3 Then he said, "Go, borrow vessels at large for yourself from all 
your neighbors, even empty vessels; do not get a few. 

v. 4 "And you shall go in and shut the door behind you and your sons, 
and pour. out into all these vessels; and you shall set aside what 
is full. 11 

v. 5 So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her sons; 
they were bringing the vessels to her and she poured. 

v. 6 And it came about when the vessels were full, that she said to her 
son, "Bring me another vessel." And he said to her, "There is 
not one vessel more. 11 And the oil stopped. 

v. 7 Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, "Go, sell 
the oil and pay your debt, and you and your sons can live on the 
rest." 

v. 8 Now there came a day when Elisha passed over to Shunem, where there 
was a prominent wonan, and she persuaded him to eat food. And 
so it was, as often as he passed by, he turned in there to eat 
food. 

v. 9 And she said to her husband, "Behold now, I perceive that this 
is a holy man of God passing by us continually. 

v.10 "Please, let us make a little walled upper chamber and let us 
set a bed for him there, and a table and a chair and a lampstand; 
and it shall be, when he comes to us, that he can turn in there." 

v.11 One day he came there and turned in to the upper chamber and rested. 
v.12 Then he said to Gehazi his servant, "Call this Shunammite. 11 And 

when he had called her, she stood before him. 
v.13 And he said to him, "Say now to her, 'Behold, you have been careful 

for us with all this care; what can I do for you? Would you be 
spoken for to the king or to the captain of the anny? And she 
answered, "I live among my own people." 

v.14 So he said, "l·Jhat then is to be done for her?" And Gehazi answered, 
"Truly she has no son and her husband is old. 11 

v.15 And he said, "Call her. 11 ~~hen he had called her, she stood in the 
doorway. 

v.16 Then he said, "At this season next year you shall embrace a son. 11 

And she said, "No, my lord, 0 man of God, do not lie to your 
maidservant. 11 

v.17 And the woman conceived and bore a son at that season the next year, 
as Elisha had said to her. 

v .18 When the chi 1 d was grown, the day came that he \'lent out to his 
father to the reapers. 

v.19 And he said to his father, "My head, my head." And he said to his 
servant, "Carry him to his Mother. 11 
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v.20 When he had taken him and brought him to his mother, he sat on 
her lap until noon, and then died. 

v.21 And she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and 
shut the door behind him, and went out. 

v.22 Then she called to her husband and said, 11 Please send me one of 
the servants and one of the donkeys, that I may run to the man 
of God and return. 

v. 23 Then he said, 11 ~~hy will you go to him today? It is neither new 
moon nor Sabbath. 11 And she said, 11 It will be well . 11 

v.24 Then she saddled a donkey and said to her servant, 11 Drive and 
go forward; do not slow down the pace for me unless I tell you. 11 

v.25 So she went and came to the nan of God to Mount Carmel. And it 
came about when the man of God saw her at a distance, that he 
said to Gehazi his servant, 11 Behold, yonder is the Shunammite. 

v.26 11 Please run now to meet her and say to her, 'Is it well with you? 
Is it well with your husband? Is it well with the child? 111 And 
she answered, 11 It is we 11 . 11 

v.27 When she came to the Man of God to the hill, she caught hold of 
his feet. And Gehazi came near to push her away; but the man 
of God said, 11 Let her alone, for her soul is troubled \'lithin her; 
and the Lord has hid it from me and has not told me. 11 

v.28 Then she said, "Did I ask for a son from my lord? Did I not say, 
'Do not deceive me 1 ?11 

v.29 Then he said to Gehazi, 11 Gird up your loins and take my staff in 
your hand, and go your way; if you meet any man, do not salute 
him, and if anyone salutes you, do not answer him; and lay my staff 
on the lad's face. 11 

v.30 And the mother of the lad said, 11 As the Lord lives and as you your­
self live, I will not leave you. 11 And he arose and followed her. 

v.31 Then Gehazi passed on before them and laid the staff on the lad's 
face, but there was neither sound nor response. So he returned 
to meet him and told him, 11 The lad has not awakened. 11 

v.32 When Elisha caMe into the house, behold the lad was dead and laid 
on his bed. 

v.33 So he entered and shut the door behind them both, and prayed to 
the Lord. 

v.34 And he went up and lay on the child, and put his mouth on his 
mouth and his eyes on his eyes and his hands on his hands, and he 
stretched himself on him; and the flesh of the child became warm. 

v.35 Then he returned and walked in the house once back and forth, and 
went up and stretched hiMself on him; and the lad sneezed seven 
times and the lad opened his eyes. 

v.36 And he called Gehazi and said, 11 Call this Shunam111ite. 11 So he called 
her. And when she came in to him, he said, 11 Take up your son. 11 

v.37 Then she went in and fell at his feet and bowed herself to the 
ground, and she took up her son and went out. 

v.38 When Elisha returned to Gilgal, there was a famine in the land. As 
the sons of the prophets were sitting before him, he said to his 
servant, 11 Put on the large pot and boil stew for the sons of the 
prophets . 11 
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v.39 Then one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a 
wild vine and gathered from it his lap full of wild gourds, and 
came and sliced them into the pot of stew, for they did know what 
they were. 

v.40 So they poured it out for the men to eat. And it came about as 
they were eating of the stew, that they cried out and said, "O 
man of God, there is death in the pot." And they were unable to 
eat. 

v.41 But he said, "Nm" bring meal." And he threw it into the pot, and 
he said, "Pour it out for the people that they may eat . " Then 
there was no harm in the pot. 

v.42 Now a man came from Baal-shalishah, and brought the man of God 
bread of the first fruits, twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears 
of grain in his sack. And he said, "Give them to the people that 
they may eat." 

v.43 And his attendant said, 11 \Jhat, shall I set this before a hundred 
men?" But he said, "Give them to the people that they may eat, 
for thus says the Lord, 'They shal 1 eat and have some left over. 111 

v.44 So he set it before the~, and they ate and had some left over, 
according to the word of the Lord. 

INTRODUCTION: 

.. f 

, 
In our last study he was consulted by the kings of Israel, Jerusalem1 and Edom+ On t his'Occas1on the Lord brought aeiiverance for th ar es 
of the three kings a~a inst the Moabites m1racu o y, y providing 4 

water for them t o drink and al so a dece ti ve m s 
Moabites thou fit that a s 1 au ter ~..-~;.:;.:.n~~a~c.iie~ ..... w~h"!"'i c~h~o..,n"'!l""'y_e .. ve-ntua l ly 

e t e eat. G::, J s + t 11 J u.Ag es- ,c..)Q +1 &vi.s I M6 ab 
This now brings us to Study Number Three in II Kings 4:1-44. 

~ Now a certain woman of the wjyes of the sons of the Prophets cried LJ nut to El jsha. "voyr servant mv husband is .dead? and3 ou know that 
~Q~r servant feared tb~ bQrd; 2nd the creditor nas cgffie to ta ke 
my two children to be his slaves." 

4 

As we turn now to chapter 4 and the 
Elisha, we are going to notice that 
which are performed by our prophet. 
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ore , 

Tell me . what ,, 
"Your maidservant has 

shall I do for ygy ?' and then, 
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, l jD--""s 
\\.- ~ ....,,~~-

\y<oV-1~~ ~~ 

.l-, • 

-5-

~~~~ s~You can get the picture now that once they got inside they shut the 
.:;;~e. door and she instructed them to bring the empty vessels and she would 

begin to do the pouring. 

~And it came about when the vessels were full. that she said t Q 
~her sag. 11 Br j ng me another yessel. 11 And he sa j d to her. "There 

j s ggt gge yessel more . II And the oil stopped. 

-¥John 10:10 11 ! am come that they might have life and have it more 
abundantly." 

,fphesians 3:20 11 Now in him who is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
works within us. 11 

in 
re-

*" Romans 8:32 "He who did not spare his own son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how will he not also with him freely give us all things ?' 

(~~ .Y..:__l!.~r!:0fi !:i~0~~!?~~8i:3~:~g!~:~;s ge:~~:a~~~~!;~~~~~i:!~i~ · ' 
_eat food, 
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l-Je are now jntrodµced tq angther woman jg the passage. She is a ver4 
~racious woman who entertained Elisha and was given to the gift of 
ospital i ty, whenever he passed through their t own of Shunem. 

There i s an interesting study to contrast these two (]/In the 
f m 1 n, ut here 
i t i sl in Shunem. he first is a widow. and this woman's husband 
i s alive.(]jhe f irst woman was f inan i i e, and thi s one 
i s a woman f m • e one sour,ht out Elisha the prophet, aaproached 
the o Eli s a rovided for t1e former, t his one ministere unto 
him. he wi ow ut the narried woman was childless . 

~me one was put to a the other was not . 

It is believed t hat Shunem lay in the road between Samaria and Carmel 
and t his would be a r6aa which Elisha would often travel. 

1-;:9\ And she sa jd t q her husband. 11 Behqld now. I perce jye that th is is 
L,:::::1 .a hol y man of God pass j ng by ys cont jnyall y. 11 

d onversations 

\ o} "Please. l ~t U< m2ke a little walled upper chamber 
+tbed for him there and a table and a chair and a 
: Shg lJ be when h! comes t p !JS. t fia t he GaQ t 11 rn 

fo r a 
a chai r 
ray, and -

~'-\ J. Vernon McGee points out 11 s i nee then there have been many be 1 i eve rs 
~ ~'~ who have in their homes what they call the prophet's chamber. As I 

0~ have traveled about from place to place holding Bible conferences, I 
~..-c\ ~.e r\ have stayed in many prophet's chambers. I could tell you about people 
~~all across this country today, wonderful Christian folks, who have a 

. ~ room where preachers and missionaries are entertained and feel at home. 

• 

\v\ Yo u do not know what that means in the Jives of many of God's men today . 11 

Me> -1-e ( G, f\!\ (!) +, ·p u UJe f/ /-e aue ~ l 1~ ~+- e)1\J 

- Few- You ! ~ 
Tuu Y'S ~ !i_ f\J~l-r _!t Wee_1< <:Ju f-~ 

S LL n• .!.. MC9tt- Tues...- [V-e_j ~ TY-1 pl c ~&r Gch--a. 7-e- I ( 
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l ~1~ One da~ he came there and turned in to the ueeer chamber and rest~d. 
While he was there in the upper chamber resting, his thoughts turned 
towards this woman and what he might do for her. '-' 

~Then he sajd to Gehazi his servant , "Call this Shunamr;iite. " And 
~~hen he had called her. she stood before bjm. 

s t ood before him. 

_answered , "I 1 i ve among my own peop 

Her response seems to indicate that ShG js gyite aatjsfjed with the 
portion that God has given to her . she does not esire a change or 
an improvement in j t . 

, 

It is Matthew Henry ~1ho says, "It would be well with many if they did 
but know when they are well off, but they do not. A roving spirit takes 
possession of them and they suppose they can improve their lot by 
moving from one place to another, only to find as the old adage says, 
'A rolling stone gathers no moss.' The wicked are like the troubled 
sea, when it cannot rest. But it should be far otherwise with the 
peof le of God . It is much to be thankful for when we can contentedly 
say I dwell among mx own people,,. 11 

~.Sq he sa j d, "What then i s to be done for her?" And Gehazi answered, 
~!:Trul y she has no son and her husband is old. 11 

Her copteptment wHh the present cjrrnmsta gees 1 ead5 Flj 5ha tg ask tbe 
questjon pf Gehazj, "What then js to be done for her?" And the servant 
answered that the one thjpq that probably is a real h11rden tp her is 
that she has no son and ber h11sband js npw 91,g. 

One is reminded of the plight of Abraham and Serab, with the promise 
of God that they were going to have a son, and now when she reaches 
99 and Abraham is~ they finally, miraculousl y, through God's ' 
intervention, are given a child, whom they named Isaac. 

Fev.l-: f,·tf 

(!IU#el/es ~ - -:L W<n buvn, .. ) 
- LYl'l p0>-s;~1"' ~--~-e ...... _~-~~-~- ~,.. ,_ 

• 
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r--:J .And he said. "Call her. 11 ~~hen he had called her, she stood in ~ .the dpprnay 

~ Thep he saj d. 11 At th j s season next year you shall embrace a son. 11 

~J Apd she sa id. 11 No. my lord , 0 man of God. do not Jj e to your 
.ma i d~erya~t, 11 

~ne is reminded of the account in Genesis 18 when the angel of the 
Lord told Abraham that Sarah hj s wj fe was qa jnq t g haye a son , Sarah 
was ii stenin at t e · was behind him. 

ow ra am and Sarah were old, advance in age. It has ceased 
to be with Sarah after the ~anner of women, and Sarah laughed 
to herself saying, 'After I have beco~e old shall I have 
pleasure, my lord beinq old also?' And the Lord said to 
Abraham, ·~Jhy did Sarah laugh, saying, "Shall I indeed bear a 
child when I am so old?" Is anything too difficult for the 
Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you at this time 
next year and Sarah shall have a son. 11 

rominent lad in our • 
~~ is a as s o en so 

~_,/\ ef.e,' ecause e prop et has .;.;h~i .;.t..;..-.;;.;..;;.....--:--;,;;;,,;,,..-~-------
"V !Pl 0 man of God, do not lie to 

~ \,e ~ 1'.VJJl ,And the wgman concei yed and bore a son at that season the next 
/ ---~ Nea r , as El isha had sai d t g her 

I v'-1.> 
17\ G~~ Jhe God of Hannah and Sarab still exists and provides a chjld tgr this 
W &-_ ,'<~ very gracious and generous woman. 

~ ~~I v.1~-;;;;;;;- the child was qrown. the da y cqme that he went out t2 bi s @ ~ \ father to the reapers. 

What a glorious occasion this is with the smile of the heavenly Father 
upon this woman, in giving her a son. And now this son is beg10n10g to 
gro\'1 up. 

The child has now reached an aoe where he can 90 with his father out 
into the fieldsJ 

v.19 And he sai d t g hi s father , 11 t1y head. mv head. 11 And he said to 
"---..... his servant. "Carry him to his mother. 11 

. ,\- The boy was eyj deptJJ' st rider 1o1 Hh s11 pstrgke or with a fever of some 
~\~~ sort. and is stricken with grgat pa j n. The father reaii zi~g the . 
• \'J if, it emergency of the situation, says to tile servant to carry him to his 
~ ,'-4 ~~ matne r . 

{\\\ \ 
~ I. 

'i>e"'<Y ,. 
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If such were the case, it would be difficult to reconcile the fact that 
this is still i n the mornin t at the real dan er of sunstroke 
would be muc a er in t e ay. 

l--: ?~ When he had taken him and brought him to hi s mother, he sat on • 
~ Jler lap until noon, and then died. 

Evidently the father did not feel like this was anything terribly serious, 
apart from the fact that maybe he was stricken with a fever or something, 

~ ~rO and needed to get in with his mother and be comforted and taken care of, 
C .. JJ,,,, ~~ else the father would have left his work in the field and taken the son 
o ~ ,/ imself. 

~ . It seems too that felt l jke this was a passing thing because 
she held · suffered until noon and then he all of a 

v. 21 And she went ua and laid hi~ on the bed of the man of God, and shut 
l be door behi n him, and Hent out. · 

ques igns , u s e 
the chi l d there on 

# 

I t might be very pos sible that she al so v1a s aware of what happened t o 
..-the widow at Zarephath,, when Elijah gaye back 1 He to the widow' s sou 

who was s t r icken jn a l j ke manner. 

~v.22 \ 4oW.li~~_.....~1.w...w..,.ww.~~*"1ll~~~~~~;;:.;...~~.:.:.;...~~~-­
and 

Z41 ,end he sa j d. "Why wj 11 YOIJ gq to hjm t oday? It j s neither new moon 
_____ .n0t Sabbgth. 11 And she said. "It will be well." 

• 
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, 
Q.an !bu /url'J tf6>tlr fat'.€ hc?acl~ ward Qi sa1: vcA ..P-~ ~e~ ,.,;, 
--;·+ wit I _ be w e.1 n ~ c:i 9;11 ;-[.'"""' ,i. 7' : 

- ~ ~ _,-fJ -lO- _!_ I I J J@ .s~o.\LC 
c!}c;01e fi I OY\Cj' w , ... ./-4 /YI-€ ~ I ~ b eG~ i :S fs / 7C> oe . . feS ~ LlVI ..\v \ "-t 

She keeps thjs he9rt-breakjpq trjgl t g berse]f. She does have an ~~' l"" +:,. k 
\'ocz., opportunity to put the burden upon her husband at this point when fo. 1 IJ.,),\l J...ct.\t.I 

\>)\\ he asks the question, ' Why will e" QO tp hjm tpdgv?' She just GoO. ~I.µ 
'\, \ ... \- simply responds, I It wjll be __ ,__I This had got to be an set of ~i\\ l\Y-

\ \ ).- real fajtb, believing that this trial is a test of her faith and 9 

1,,Q)_\ • · ~,~~ will enable her to be more effective and fru itfu for the Lord in 
\).I Y1 the days that are ahead. She has thee e o · nd 
\~"''\- \-f\\\ the present circumstances an s1mp y to rep\l' : 'It will be well. 

t.J~ 'n~ l v.24 J lben she saddled a donkey and sai d to her servant. "Dri ye and 
s\o-1"'\ ® forward; do not slow down the pace for me unless I tell you. 11 

\ (.w-

~ 1~ \}l\f This i s a ver~ urgent need and a tir.ie for moving quickl~, and so she fL '!,,~->< 
\..o..s''' . ins tructs the servant QOT' tg slgw dgwn the pace at all unless she F o> '"'i ~.~ 
\' ~ would tell him that her discomfort was so great that she wa s unable + S1y.tvtS 

\>.;'(' to cont inue at the rap i d pace. ,~ ~ ~~"~"'e1 

~ e m n of God saw her at a distance t 
.said to Gehazi his servant, "Behold, yonder is t e 

This l ittle trip is over 20 miles, and she has made it very quicklx. I 

Then 

Yo u will notice in vers e 23 
she i s saying 'It i~s ....,~"'"'""...,.""""'...,..-.""""~llll!'!"!lliilil~...-.~" 
thi s 20-mile tr1 an 

o ay. ~s~\~l(I ~~ 1- s e. 

1-::-;.;i When she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught hold of 
~ .h j s feet, Apd Gehaz j came near to push her away; but the man 

.of God sa jd. "Let her a)gne. for her soul is troubled with i n her ;, • 
and tbe Lgrd has hj d it from me and has not told me. 11 

When the Shunammite women comes to the man of God, she just fal ls at 
his f eet in real grief and brokenness of heart over the trial which 
she has been bearing by hersglf since the death of her son. She has 
had no one to tel l and no one to share her burden, until now she meets 
the man of God, who was the one who had prayed for this special favor 
to be hers, and that to have a child. And now this child i s taken. 

Gehazi t he servant comes near and endeavors 
man of God, Elisha, says, "Let her alone". 
command is her soul is troubled H1 tfi 10 lier, 
me and has not told me what has happened to 

to push her away, but the 
The reason he gives that 
and the Lord has hid it from 
this woman. 

, 
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.,--:\ Then she said. "Did I ask for a son from my l ord? Did I not say, • 
~ 'Po not decej ye me'?" 

staff on the lad' s face." 

Recognizing the seriousness of the problem, Elisha sends Gehazi, and 
sends him urgently, with his staff. He is to go as quickly as possible 
and lay Elisha's staff upon the lad's face. 

~~.3oJ -'.,jj,j~~~~;.:.i..:.:..:,.._;::-:-~~~l ~ad~s~a~i~d~~"A~s~t~h~e~L~o~rd~l~i~v~e~s~a~nd~a~s~~ 
not l eave you . 11 And he arose and o 

The 
eav 

ea 

T knew 
Where is the blessedness~when first I saw the Lord? 
Where is the soul refreshing view of Jesus and His word? 
t~hat peaceful hours I once enjoyed, 
How s~-Jeet their memory sti 11. 

But MfQ~ I feel an aching void 
The world can never fi l l . 

cl~> ua.!;F . ca+1~ 
QtJ+ we-e-K, 1r ------- . . 

• 
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It is a ~Ster~ whv Eljsha wgyl d haye sych a 5eryant, but when we 
realize t at t ere was a similar situation among the Twelve in 
J ydas Iscar jgt, we do not call to question divine sovereignty and 
provi dence in these matters . 

~v.32\, ~~eg1 ;1 i!~~ came jato the house, behold the l ad was dead and laid 

This is exactly the situati on when the woman had departed to go in 
search of Elisha earlier. 

/--::-:;:;i Sq he entered and shyt the door behind them both, and prayed t o 
~the Lord. 

~ And be went yp and lay on the cb j ld. and put his mouth on his . 
~I mgutb i)nd hj s eyes go bj s eyes and bj s hands op bj s hands I and I 

he stretched himself op hjm; and the flesh of the cb j ld became 
.xtfJ rm. 

This is a very similar situation to 's conduct with the widow 

'*- I Kings 17:20-22 "And he called to the Lord and said, 1 0 Lord my God, 
hast thou also brought calamity to the widow vtith whom I am staying 
by causing her son to die. 1 Then he stretched himself upon the 
child three times, and called to the Lord and said, 1 0 Lord, my 
God, I pray thee, let this child's life return to hin. 1 And the 
Lord heard the voice of Elijah, and the life of the child re­
turned to him and he revived." 

~ Jhen he retyrned and walked jn the house once back and for th, and 
l~.went ~p and stretched himself on him; and the l ad sneezed seven 

t jmes and the lad opened his eyes. 

upon the l ad, and he sneezed eyg~ . 

~And he called Gehazi and sa jd. "Call th js Shynacynite . 11 So he 
{._:::::.},_called her. And when s he came in to him, he said, "Take up your 

son. 11
, 

What a preci ous and tender mo~ent this must have been, as Elisha reveals 
!o 5ne

1
woman tha t Goa bas 6een fajfb{ul in gi yj ng back her son once 

again into her arms 
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f~ll at his feet and bowed herself to the 
up her son and went out . 

ass 

rone. 

How sacred and impressive is such a moment of sacred retirement, 
into which further we can no intrude. Let us, however, rejoice 
that the Lord has thus published his name so gloriously abroad 
in the earth, and that upon those that love him and whose names are 
written in the book of life, his mercy endureth forever. 

~ When El j sha retyrned to Gj lgal. there was a fanine in the land. 
~ ~s the sons of the prophets were s j tting before him, he sa i d ' 

to his ser;yant, "Put on the 1 a rge pot and boil stew fa r t he sons, 
of the prophets." 

Coming back to t he seminary at Gilgal, he f inds t hat there is a famine 
in the land. !here is noFenough rood ror those concerned at the t1JT1e 
of distress . J'md so he, as he finds t e sons of tfie ro fiets sitting 
e , vious y are manifesting a unger or p ~sica 

1'0-0CI as well as for spiritual fooa. He said to his servant, "Put -
011 tliE 1 a r ge pot and bbl I some stew for the sons of the prophets. 11 

t v.3~ 7i:~~~~~-T;::~n:-=-~~~~~~~~~~~:...:.,~~ 

I am sure the prophet who went out to find herbs, when he found these 
gourds, felt like he had been l ed of the Lord to this prosperity and 
wanted to share it with everyone else. 

One is reminded of the fact that in a time of famine there is always 
plenty of wjld gourd~. And so it is in our day, with the famine of 
the teacfii n of t he word of of 
wi gour s o s to feed upon. the real 

• H-ust::-s 7/-..__ tfo'?.!> CPe~ e~i../ ! 

, 

, 
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thing. One is reminded of 2 Cor. 11:13-15 -~ 
11 For sucM men are fa lse apostles, deceitful workers, disguising 
themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder for even Satan 
disguises himself as an angel of light; therefore it is not 
surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants 

V • 40 
-o~f_....riu.i· g....ih~t..i:e~o~u.:..s .i.:.;n e7-s-su,~w~h...i.:o-:-s e~e~n~d=.los~s!!.!h~a l!..!..l~b'-:-e~a..!:.c.:...co-r-:-!d~i~n!-g..!..!:t-o~t:!!h~e:...i..!::r~d~e.!::.ed,,.:s~.~

11 

. men to eat. And it came about as 
that the cried out and said 
the pot. 11 And the" were unable to 

Immediately the prophets, in tasting the stew, recognize that these wild 
gourds were poisonous. 

~ v.41; And he threw it into the ot, and 

I here wa~ no harm io the pot . 

He provides 
miraculous I 

It is interesting to note that Elisha has now performed miracles in 
reverse. 

First, he struck the waters of the Jordan and walked across on 
dry ground. 

Secondly, he purified the waters in the city of Jericho. 
And third, he pronounced a curse upon the young men in Bethel. 
And now, he heals this pot of stew here in Gilgal . 

Faith is never put to shame. Those only are made ashamed who trust 
I fl ttielf own strength , but faith shall see the glory of God. The 
disciples ate and their was no harm in the pot. The pottage was 
savory and good and the poison they had already swallowed was rendered 
perfectly innocuous. Thus a handful of meal in the hand of the Almighty 
sufficed to disarm death, to disappoint hell, to preserve the salt of 
the earth, and to susta in his prophets in the world. 

Let none be afraid who have the God of Jacob for their help. He who 
has all power in heaven and in earth and works all in all can render 
everything subservient to his pleasure. 
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He can take the mess of poisoned pottage and use it in his service. 

How beautifully Elisha, empowered by God, is able to cover over the 
mistake of this servant who has put the gourds in the pot. 

So often times do we find that Christ by his miraculous power can 
cover our mistakes--mistakes that we all make, in his service, and 
still use us for the glory of God. 

[ v . 42 ) ~w....o::~~;;:.;:.:.:~~~::.;.:._.;;:.:.~~~~.:.:;:...;::.:.,:;;,::+:..:..;...~...:.:.::;~~~ 
,,that they may eat." 

This man from Baal-shalishah is a believer and he is fulfilling his 
responsibility of bringing the first fruit of his harvest to the man 
of God. He wants these provisioffito be used to feed the prophets. 

smile upon t e a ic is arr1va 
, i e a of Joshua and Caleb with the 

grapes of Eschol in the Hebrew camp, and the dove with olive branch 
in the ark of Noah, must have chased the gloom from their despond~ng 
minds and opened the future to their view in bright and promising 
prospect. Thus in our days of spiritual dejection and bareness, we 
breathe more freely and indulge a more cheering hope if we meet with 
a person whose life manifests a healthy glowing and joyous faith. 
The exalted piety of such a person affords us clear evidence that 
heavenly grace i s not withheld. 

We seem to recognize in it the first indication of a general Pente­
costal visitation. We indulge the hope that our corrmunity may soon 
be the scene of a revival. The mere thought of which raises the 
very soul and brightens the dim light of our heavenly existence with 
a cheering dawn. 

I am sure there are a number who say, 'Alas, when is this misery to 
cease? We have escaped the poison only to die of hunger. Of what 
profit is it to trust God?' And then the Lord makes this glorious 
provision. 

v.43 nd his attendant said 11 1-Jhat shall I set this before a hundred • 
·---..JUen?" But he said, "Give them to t e peop e a ey may ea , 

for thys says the Lord, 'They shall eat and have sorie l ef t over. 111 
• 

s about how 
with a 
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~ ...... _...,.. ....... ~.when Andrew, bringing the j: j ye loaves 
d say, "What is th is among so rna(ly?" \'lhen 
a hungry multitude of 5,000 + 

The command is given by Elisha - 'Give them to the people that they 
may eat. For thus says the Lord, They shall eat and have some left over.' 

~ 4 

Contrary to the present circumstances that seem impossible, the message 
of the Lord is: Eat and you'll have some left over. 

~Sp he set j t before theQ. and they ate and bad s o~e left over. • 
~,accgrdj pq t g the wgrd pf the l prd 

What a 
so small 

some e 

~~ .. l'v,.J.. 
~\ This, too, was like John chapter 6, as 
~~~~ each disci ple is qiven a basket and he 

a result of everyone eating, 
fills completely his basket 

'""'~ ~~ wttn the f ragments t hat were 1ert over 
..,...\.u....J'\ llad a11 Clia t Liiey coal d want to eat. 

after the enti re mul ti t ude ~ 

10 l4¢1 -~~ ~~M~~t•ri~, ~~..-..-.-..--.-........----.~ 

l\A AilNCLUSION: 

---------~r}.e}> / -= 
There are a number of lessons from II Kings chapter 4 that we'd like 
to underscore at this time: 

~\\t-'\ 
0~~ ~~ 
~~~ -~· 

LESSON #1: The Lord often multiplies what we have to ~ake provision 

~\t)-1 ·~ \~ 

for us in the hour of our need . This is seen in the jar of 
oil in the first part of the chapter, and in the twenty barley 
loaves and the ears of grain in the last part of the chapter. 

~~\~ ~ LESSON #2: The Lord's provision is ah1ays exceeding abundantly above 
~~ all that we can ask or think because every vessel was filled. 

LESSON #3: The Shunammite woman is seen as being great because of hE?{ n 
spiritual j t x, her sens j t jyj t y, and her s ~bm j ss j on ! ~~-

LESSON #4: The Shunammite woman is also another version of the princi­
ple recorded in Psalm 37, and that principle is'delight yourselves 
in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart . 1 

LESSON #5: Many times the Lord puts his hand upon the provision that 
he has made previously to test us to see whether or not that 
gift has become more important that our relationship to hi m. 

~ lh-J::,.J"' G. 8-nx-.<1 V.. '). 'lr,.,-r<.. ~Q.~p-i !k- )ll~. o-t 
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LESSON #6: The Lord often tests our faith through the trials 
that we pass. 

LESSON #7: The ShunaITTTiite woman never loses her confidence in God 
· ii .. through the entire trial. And as a result, is rewarded for her 

~ ~¥~~~~~ faith and trust in God's ability to work all things together in 
v"IP'1 this situation. 

LESSON #8: It is necessary for Elisha to have personal contact with 
the dead child, even as Elijah did in I Kings 17. The great 
principle here, according to J . Vernon McGee is: 11 that when we 
are dead in trespasses and sins, personal contact with Jesus 
Christ brings life. In him we have life : He is life. 11 

LESSON #9 Elisha first ministers to the spiritual needs of the 
prophets at Gil gal, and then to their physical needs. 

LESSON #10: The Lord's provision of the barley loaves and the ears 
of grain was totally adequate for the situation, although it 
did not seem so from a human point of view. 




