STUDY NUMBER FOUR - II Kings 5:1-27

v. 1 Now Naaman, captain of the army of the king of Syria, was a great
man with his master, and highly respected, because by him the Lord
had given victory to Syria. The man was also a valiant warrior,
but he was a leper.

v. 2 Now the Syrians had gone out in bands, and had taken captive a
1T¥t1e girl from the land of Israel; and she waited on Naaman's
wife.

v. 3 And she said to her mistress, "I wish that my master were with the
prophet who is in Samaria! Then he would cure him of his leprosy."

V. 4 And Naaman went in and told his master, saying, "Thus and thus
spoke the girl who is from the land of Israel."

v. 5 Then the king of Syria said, "Go now, and I will send a letter to
the king of Israel." And he departed and took with him ten talents
of silver and six thousand shekels of gold and ten changes of clothes.

v. 6 And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, "And now
as this Tetter comes to you, behold, I have sent Naaman my servant
to you, that you may cure him of his leprosy."

V. 7 And it came about when the king of Israel read the letter, that he
tore his clothes and said, "Am I God, to ki1l and to make alive,
that this man is sending word to me to cure a man of his leprosy?

But consider now, and see how he is seeking a quarrel against me."

v. 8 And it happened when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of
Israel had torn his clothes, that he sent word to the king, saying,
"Why have you torn your clothes? Now let him come to me, and he
shall know that there is a prophet in Israel."

v. 9 So Naaman came with his horses and his chariots, and stood at the
doorway of the house of Elisha.

v.10 And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in the
Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you and
you shall be clean."

v.11 But Naaman was furious and went away and said, "Behold, I thought,
'He will surely come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the
Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place, and cure the Tleper.'

v.12 "Are not Abanah and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than
all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?"

v.13 Then his servants came near and spoke to him and said, "My father,
had the prophet told you to do some great thing, would you not
have done it? How much more then, when he says to you- 'Wash, and be clean®?*

v.14 So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, accord-
ing to the word of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like
the flesh of a 1ittle child, and he was clean.

v.15 When he returned to the man of God with all his company, and came and
stood before him, he said, "Behold now, I know that there is no God
in all the earth, but in Israel; so please take a present from your
servant now."

v.16 But he said, "As the Lord lives, before whom I stand, I will take
nothing." And he urged him to take it, but he refused.
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v.17 And Naaman said, "If not, please let your servant at least be
given two mules' load of earth; for your servant will no more
offer burnt offering nor will he sacrifice to other gods, but
to the Lord.

v.18 "In this matter may the Lord pardon your servant: when my master
goes into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leans on
my hand and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon, when I bow myself
in the house of Rimmon the Lord pardon your servant in this matter."

v.19 And he said to him, "Go in peace." So he departed from him some
distance.

v.20 But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, thought, "Behold,
my master has spared this Naaman the Syrian, by not receiving from
his hands what he brought. As the Lord lives, I will run after him
and take something from him."

v.21 So Gehazi pursued Naaman. When Naaman saw one running after him, he
came down from the chariot to meet him and said, "Is all well?"

v.22 And he said, "Al1l is well. My master has sent me, saying, 'Behold,
just now two young men of the sons of the prophets have come to
me from the hill country of Ephraim. Please give them a talent of
silver and two changes of clothes.'"

v.23 And Naaman said, "Be pleased to take two talents." And he urged
him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags with two changes
of clothes, and gave them to two of his servants; and they carried
them before him.

N— v.24 When he came to the hill, he took them from their hand and deposited
them in the house, and he sent the men away, and they departed.

v.25 But he went in and stood before his master. And Elisha said to him,
"Where have you been, Gehazi?" And he said, "Your servant went
nowhere."

v.26 Then he said to him, "Did not my heart go with you, when the man
turned from his chariot to meet you? 1Is it a time to receive money
and to receive clothes and oliveyards and vineyards and sheep and
oxen and male and female servants?

v.27 "Therefore, the Teprosy of Naaman shall cleave to you and to your
descendants forever." So he went out from his presence a leper
as white as snow.
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@ Leprosy had an insignificant beginning.
2.) Leprosy is inherited.
@ Leprosy works insiduously andalmost imperceptibly.
Leprosy spreads with deadly rapidity.
@ Leprosy is highly infectious.
Leprosy is peculiarly Tloathsome.
Leprosy is a state of living death.

Leprosy was dealt with by banishment.

Leprosy made its victim an object of shame.
Leprosy was incurable so far as the 01d Testament was concerned.
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shall be whiter than snow."
_"l{e served us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done

in righteousness, but according to his mercy by the washing of
regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit."

"You are already clean because of the word which I have
spoken to you."

m"Then the Lord said to Moses, 'Make a fiery serpent

and set 1t on a standard and it shall come about that everyone
who is bitten when he looks at it shall live. And Moses made
a bronze serpent and set it on the standard, and it came about

that if a serpent bit any man, when he looked to the bronze
serpent he Tived."
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;fﬁﬁgs it directs everyone to depend on salvation on free grace along
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istgseven things that God hates: First on his list
are these: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed
innocent blood."

'He gives more grace, wherefore he saith, God resists the
proud but gives grace unto the humble."

*"Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit

efore a fall."

q"&’lhen pride cometh, then cometh shame; but with the Towly
1s wisdom."

mﬁ\ man's pride shall bring him low, but honor shall uphold
the humble in spirit."
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providence of God mercifully interposed, to rescue him from the de- o

lusive imaginations of pride and prejudice.
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h of a little child, and he was c]

Whatever he commands and ordains perform it and submit _to it with all
humility of mind, with g[! s1mg]1c1tﬁH gnﬂ, without &jggu;g. Does what
he has prescr1bed appear too easy y should you desire difficulty?
Does it appear too simple? Why should human arts be employed? Does

it appear dangerous? The responsibility is His. Does he counsel you
to QEEHF£ULﬂﬁ$ﬂ2$‘WherEbY you may become enlightened and clear-sighted
and healthy and clothed and in your right mind and rich and free and
t;iumphant and righteous and without spot and without fault before His
throne.
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he is aware of a deepening relationship with God.

v.20 LB a3 he servant o ha e man o

Gehazi_j in this situation, and sees an opportunity for

personal matecial.gain.

gﬁgggi;ﬁ_nhjlgsnahy is'you never look a Eift horse in the mouth.'
so he wants to go and acquire some things tTor n personal ,
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CONCLUSION:

There are a number of lessons that we can gain from this particular
passage.

—

/- - -
PR LESSON #1: It is possible to be a great man, highly respected and

—_—

a_LLgc el ol valiant warrior, and still to be a leper. A1l have sinned
Cgft“ 5“&y¢A$ +,and come short of the glory of God.

Hq M)J{S séex . « % s
+“A-cgr‘L ON #2: Sometimes those tb1ngs wh]ch by themselves seem to be a
7u€€a' < tragedy,eveq as the taking captive of a little girl from Israel,
eventually is used in a providential plan of God for the accom-
plishment of a good result in the 1ife of a man 1ike Naaman.

LESSON #3: MNaaman is assuming that he can purchase the cure from the
prophet.

LESSON #4: Naaman's pride is brought to the surface through the cure
that is prescribed.

LESSON #5: Naaman had preconceived notions as to how God was going to
work this miracle in his life.

LESSON #6: When Naaman was obedient, the God-promised results took place.

LESSON #7: His departure from idolatry is an indication of his new-found
joy in the relationship to God.

LESSON #8: Progress in our spiritual relationship will take place as we
are submissive and obedient to God. He will deal with us in the
personal areas of our lives.

LESSON #9: Gehazi's sin is the sin of greed, wanting temporary and material
gain.

LESSON #10: One 1ie leads to another. First to Naaman, and then to Elisha.

LESSON #11: A11 things are naked and open unto the eyes of him with whom
we have to do.

jidﬂ%»«:f 2 “i)zéjh~n1 Conrea ‘**EL*\ ﬁil* éf;¥1&‘ eéik;&" 4 |

) . b B (Concerrad ‘ 53

‘—‘-‘ ATV = \ S5 IY'I" { P - "’4*_ “' | i
BTV N 4 6 adeluimelicy 4 s

:vi % LA » X4 B { I )
¥ U b



Marhistead NeigbbeptsMad Debtiritrexdngibhdag Today.com Page 2 of 2

Dyraahine
A== R TOdaycom Ldrvanicing thwe Ari of Bitwical Procaching

ILLUSTRATION
Man Forced to Accept Paid Debt &4 Send to printer
Topics: Assurance; Atonement; Choices; Dependence on God; Double-mindedness; Doubt; Faith; Gift of

Righteousness; Grace; Grace, salvation by; Help from God; Imputation of Righteousness; Promises;
Salvation; Salvation, gift of; Substitution; Trust

Filters: Christian Culture; Editor's Choice*; Stories

References: Exodus 32:30 [, John 3:16 (I, Romans 3:24-25 [, Romans 5:11 [LJ, Ephesians 1:7 [,
Ephesians 2:8-9 L1, Titus 3:3-7 [, 1 Peter 1:17-19 [, 1 John 1:9 10

Tone: Commend

I was having breakfast with my dad and my younger son at the Real Food Café on Eastern
Avenue, just south of Alger in Grand Rapids. As we were finishing our meal, I noticed that the
waitress brought our check, then took it away, and then brought it back again. She placed it on
the table, smiled, and said: "Somebody in the restaurant paid for your meal. You're all set." And
then she walked away.

I had the strangest feeling sitting there. The feeling was helplessness. There was nothing I could
do. It had been taken care of. To insist on paying would have been pointless. All I could do was
trust that what she said was actually true and then live in that—which meant getting up and
leaving the restaurant. My acceptance of what she said gave me a choice: to live like it was true
or to create my own reality in which the bill was not paid.

That is our invitation—to trust that we don't owe anything. To trust that something is already
true about us, something has already been done, something has been there all along.

To trust that grace pays the bill.

Rob Bell, Repainting the Velvet Elvis (Zondervan, 2005), p. 151-152; submitted by Chris Maxwell, Royston, Georgia
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88 There Is a Fountain

Traditional American melody
Arr. by Lowell Mason

William Cowper

1. There is a foun-tain filled with blood Drawn from Im-man-uel's velns;
2. The dy-ing thief re - joiced to see That foun-tain in his day;

3. Dear dy-ing Lamb, Thy pre-cious blood Shall nev - er lose its pow'r,
4. E'er since by faith I saw the stream Thy flow-ing wounds sup-ply,
5. When_ this poor lisp-ing, stamm’ring tongue Lies si - lent in the grave,

And sin-ners, plunged be- neath that flood, Lose all their guilt-y stains:
And there may I, though vile as he, Wash all my sins a - way:
Till all the ran-somed Church of God Be saved,to sin no more:
Re - deem-ing love has been my theme, And shall be till 1T die:
Then in a nob-ler, sweeter song Il sing Thypow'rto save:

Lose all their guilt-y stains, Lose all their guilt-y stains; And
Wash all mysins a -way, Wash all my sins a - way; And
Be saved, tosin no more, Be saved, to sin no more; Till
And shall be till I die, Andshall be till 1 die; Re-

Il sing Thypow'rto save, Ill sing Thy pow'rto -save; Then
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sin-ners, plunged be-neath that flood, Lose all their guilt-y stains.
there may I, though vile as he, Wash all my sins a-way.
all the ran-somed Church of God Be saved, to sin no more.
deem-ing love has been my theme, And shall be till T die.
in a no-bler, sweet-er song I'll sing Thy pow'rto save. A -men.
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