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STUDY NUMBER FIVE - I I Kings 6:1-23 • -· 

Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, "Behold now, the 
place before you where we are living is too limited for us. 
"Please let us go to the Jordan, and each of us take fror,i there a 
beam, and let us r.iake a place there for ourselves where we may 
live. 11 So he said, 11 Go. 11 

Then one said, "Please be willing to go \-Jith your servants. 11 And 
he answered, 11 I shall go. 11 

So he \'1ent with them; and when they came to the Jordan, they cut 
down trees. 
But as one was felling a bear.i, the axe head fell into the water; 
and he cried out and said, "Alas, my master! For it was borrowed. 11 

Then the man of God said, 11 \~here did it fall?" And when he showed 
him the place, he cut off a stick, and threw it in there, and made 
the iron float. 
And he said, "Take it up for yourself. 11 So he put out his hand 
and took it. 
f~m-1 the king of Syria was \'Jarring against Israel; and he counseled 
with his servants saying, 11 In such and such a place shall be my 
camp. 11 

And the man of God sent word to the king of Israel saying, "Beware 
that you do not pass this place, for the Syrians are cor.iing down 
there. 11 

And the king of Israel sent to the place about which the man of God 
had told hir.i; thus he warned him, so that he guarded himself there, 
more than once or twice. 
tlo\'1 the heart of the king of Syria was enraged over this thing; and 
he called his servants and said to theJTt, 11 \~ill you tell me \'lhich 
of us is for the king of Israel?" 
And one of his servants said, 11 flo, my lord, 0 king; but Elisha, the 
prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that 
you speak in your bedroom. 11 

So he said, "Go and see where he is, that I may send and take him. 11 

And it was told hir.i, saying, "Behold, he is in Dothan. 11 

And he sent horses and chariots and a great arr:Jy there, and they 
came by night and surrounded the city. 
Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early and gone 
out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the 
city. And his servant said to him, "Alas, my master! \~hat shall 
we do? 11 

v.16 So he answered, 11 Do not fear, for those who are with us are r.iore 
than those who are \'Ii th them. 11 

v.17 Then Elisha prayed and said, 11 0 Lord, I pray, open his eyes that 
he may see. 11 And the Lord opened the servant's eyes, and he saw; 
and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
all around Elisha. 

v.18 And when they came down to hir'l, Elisha prayed to the Lord and said, 
"Strike this people with blindness, I pray. 11 So He struck them 
with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 
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v.19 T~en Elisha said to them, "This is not the way, nor is this the 
city; follow me and I will bring you to the man whom you seek. 11 

And he brought them to Samaria. 
v.20 And it came about when they had come into Samaria, that Elisha 

said, 11 0 Lord, open the eyes of these r.len, that they r.iay see . 11 

So the Lord opened their eyes, and they saw; and behold, they 
were in the midst of Sar.iaria . 

v.21 Then the king of Israel when he saw them, said to Elisha, "My 
father, shall I kill them? Shall I kill them?" 

v.22 And he answered, "You shall not ki ll them. ~/ould you kill those 
you have taken captive with your sword and with your bow? Set 
bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink and go 
to their master. 11 

v.23 So he prepared a great feast for them; and when they had eaten 
and drunk he sent them away, and they went to their master. And 
the marauding bands of Syria did not come again into the land of 
Israel. 

rnTRODUCTION: 

We have traced the biography of Elisha from the Jordan River when his ~ 
master Elijah was taken home in a whirl ·nd back to 
Bethel, and into the land of Samaria. I 
consulted by the kings of Israel, Judah-a-n""""'~-----
confl ict against the Moabites. ,...____ 

'tj~ Q~i:Jjl; rd s t ~SJ we witnessed 5 miracles take place. (J;T The f irst being the provision of oil for one of the widows 
who was at a point of destitution due to the death of her husband, 

vrns one of the sons of the prophets. 
In the second miracle he provides a child for a lady in Shunem, 

~c then after the death of that child, Rrovides life a9ain for him. 
~ In the fourth miracle we see him making pure a poisoned stew 
~ that the prophets might have food to eat. 
~ And in the fifth and final r.iiracle he takes the provision of 
barley loaves and grain and multiplies it so that the prophets 
have adequate food to sustain them. 

our l as vie saw hir.i confronted by Naar.ian with lepros~, having a 
esi e ealed. t4aaman dips seven times in the Jordan Rfver and is 

healed of his leprosy. \Je also noted the greed of Gehazi, Elisha's ser­
vant when he pursues Naar.ian for what material gain he can receive froM 
the miracle that has been wrought. And the judgr.ient upon Gehazi for this 
action is to have the dreaded disease of leprosy upon him that has been 

cu red f 0 r cirM ; I' . J.a,J lv1. II II.I f' )<::)1M. 5) '( r• a.. IP t u.. 
l e t> <-0 S ' £ { ~ I I <' ± (j;) G ~-e ,e ~ cf" Ge t,a. "Z ; - 1sn4 ~ .;;i e ro 0-v\; 
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This brings us now to our and we are going to see Elisha 
first in relationship"'w._1~t.,...:.....,..-.-.~., prophets at the school. probably 
iJi Gilga l. 

We n~ed to remer.iber there 
during the fi istr while he was still 
a~sociated as an understu y with Elijah t e prophet. They had 
formed schools in Gilg_al, Jericho and Bethel. 

vidently Elisha made his headguartgrs in Gilgal 2 and this is where 
the scene of the story opens. 

/~ Npw the sggs pf the orgphets sa jd t g El jsha, "Behgld ggw, the 
~pl ace before YO" where we ar:e l jyj ng is top l jmi t ed for us " 

Evidently the enrol lment at the se , · ·se due to 
1 J<the love and acce nee i to the point where t heir present 

l M~\l'\~uar ers were too 1 ir.iited for ther.i. \J o-r 
b ,..f-'f'AeAt'- J. Vernon McGee points out that "This reveals something of the pooylarit.}!'. 

v or £1 isga. He taught in a theoloaical semina~, the school of the 
propfi!!s. i~e scnoo1 grew and tney neeaea arger quarters. This was 
due to the presence and the poeularity of Elisha. The strength, I feel, 
ana the value of any sChoo1 is the character and the ability of those 

\....._, who teacti. It is not the methods, but the men that are iMportant, es­
pec1 a1Ty in a Cnr1stian school.',.. 

ft1stii has become YerY f>9pulat with his students. They loved h11!1 
~_id as a result of his popularity, there have been many who 

llill9i:-n,.;, wiilt:1ng t() enroll in the school, and it has caused a problem. 
at problem is ~hey don't have enough spaced 

-r:-;1 11 pl eqse let !!S gg t g the Jgrdan 1 and each pf us take from there a 
~ hgag apd let !IS make a pl ace there .for ruirselve5 where we Dav 

l jye 11 Sq be 5a jd, 11 Gp, 11 

The prophets, recggnjzj ng Elisha's authorit~ and recognizi ng, too, thei r 
responsibility"to be of help i n bringinq about a solution to the probl~fll , 

11 ask of Eli sha, '\Let us make a pl~ce there for ourselves where we may live. 
So he said, "Go. 11 

V:, \_\I \1 <)~ ~ j O'f"'Vtl 0 ~:1~~. ~> cfassvctnV<~, : -
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O_n~e_i_s reminded of I ~a j ah 54· ? -
;J-~ "Enlarge the place of your tent. Stretch out the curtains of 

fri~1 your dwellings. Spare not, lengthen your cords, and strengthen 
\ ~, ~ ~~'\ your pegs. 11 

\~ .,_\l 
~-..II''" It. is als9 very refreshjnq to see that these students nant to helo to 

b~1ld their own school , They want to be involved in this constructi ve 
project i n the work that is involved in helping to solve their rroblem. 

r::-::-J Tben qge sa jd. "Please be wj ll j ng to go wj th ~Qur seryagts, 11 And 
~he answered llJ s ha ll PO Ii Ava ( J -> - J 

1 ao-, r-./ r y . 
e stuijents invite Elisha to go alons with them and this helps us also 

--o~·s··-ee t he love and respect they feel for him, and the popularity that 
was his with the students. " 

r.-:1 Sp he wept wit~ them; and when thev carne to the Jordag. t bey cut 
~ dpwp t rees 

\-fe~.5 woo ey all got over near the Jordan and began the logging operation to get 
0 

vi ~ the lumber necessary to build the building that they \·tere desiring to 
~ v01--' build and everythjng seemed to be gojng along real wel 1. I am sure 

(0..\( everybody was excited and enthused about the project, - and working -~ 

/rvery hard. u .t i/'i . n> i.1. _. 11\ \ I ll 
" \Usc.ie.5-~ c.1 .. >JZ'f" l<.ll\CUI ~~ V\o.d • -

B11 t as gpe was fell j ng a bea m the axe hea d feJJ j ntg the wa te r; ; 
and he crjed 011 t a nd 59 i d., J\-1~. ~ mgs terJ_,Ecx,,.U \~as bc t:m kJA d II 

_\/_ I Thess. 2:18 "For we wanted to come to you, I Paul, r.iore than once, 
~ and yet Satan thwarted us. 11 

This prophet was busily engaged in falling a tree that could be used 
for one of t he beams. And while he was doing so, tbe axe head flew off 
of tie handle and fe) l jot g the Jordan Rjy~r. And he cri ed out, very ~ 
upse , and said , "Alas. my master! For it was borrowed." 

Mo.-,, se~'"'""'\ 
~ 'IC~ O""t A ti Cu4,.... S<J.W i\A ~ ~ { 

• 
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,,-- .r 

-5-

The young prophet certainly is not careless in his work because he 
was choppinp tm1ard the river. This was an accident that could often 
happ'en and there was provi s i on made for it in the Mosaic La\'1 j n 
eu .. eronomy 19: 5 11 as j1hen a man goes 1 nto the forest w1 th fl1 s friend 

.\t _ T o c
0

ut \'IOOd and hi f ,_\'W, ngs the axe to cut down the tree, and the iron 
~~ head slips off the handle and stri kes his friend, so that he dies, he 

may flee to one of these cities and live. 11 

~
A f'Jod. 
A ~~1 J. Vernon M~Gs~ has an interesting remark along this line in that the 
~ fU1"' b .- "second fault tfiey' f-ind with him is that he borrowed it. Uell I think 
~ ( _ that I am qualified to speak for this fellow here. He was a po~~ 

-~ l~'.f-ttrf . sem~ stutleft't ~nlf'i\e could not afford an axe in that day. N4" more 
Jud· ~ tnan r cou1 a nave ownea a ta(Hllac when I was in seMinary. He just 
....--bu~ cou1d not have done it. Re had to borrow it. I do not think that this 

Ol' ;.µ.. 11 poor Tnt<SW ~llou1d be crH1cized. In fact, I have a question to ask, 
V1;__- J Who loaned this student an old axe with a head that would come off? 

That's the fel1ow I'd like to talk to. I imagine that fellow is the 
same one who tooaY. gives second-hand clothes and old ChristMas cards 
to m ssTonaries ana tJlfnT<s lie 1 s serving the Lord. II 

r::-:l rhep the mao pf God,. ~aiQ., " lib.ere d j d jt fall ?" And when hg sbgwed 
l:::::J hj m the plra:e , be. cut off a ,sti.ck. ancLthl::.ew .it j n tbei;e , and made 

the j rnp fl oat 

he im111ed-
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Uallace points out "In those days, axes v1ere scarce and valuable. 
So scarce were they that the poor prophets did not possess oany of. 
their ow°' This particular axe had been borrowed. It was a most 
tragic accident. It is the kind of thing that happens in Christian 
work. In our perplexity we find it hard to account for such 
happenings. Paul himself, when his \'/Ork v1as hindered by such ex­
periences, put them do\'m to Satanic powers. Moreover, the i nfi rmi ty 
or sickness with which he was constantly afflicted, and which he 
found a real hindrance to his work for Christ, he called not only 
a thorn in the flesh, but also a messenger of Satan to buffet me. 
We are all building for God, and in the process of building, the 
work can be spoiled, not only by our own nistakes and inadequacies, 
but also by sheer accidents that are beyond our control. Time and 
time again in the lives of great Christian enterprises there has 
come a crisis, when something we are tempted to describe as an evil 
fate, seems to have stepped in to threaten all success. Such things 
are bound to happen to us if we will throw ourselves into the ser­
vice of God. \:Je must be prepared for such accidents." 

r:--;-} And be 59j d "Take it yp for vrnu;sg lf. 11 = So he. put plJ t hj5 htmd 
~and +pp k ;+ 

ow much this is like salvation itself. A gjft for the ta~jn<J.. "God 
so loved the world, that he gave His own' 6egotten Son. That whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 11 God 
is offering the gift of salvation to all who will by faith receive it •. -
The only condition for the restoring of the axe head to the axe handle 
and to ultimate usefulness was for the prophet to take it for himself. 
And the record says, no he put out his hand and took it." 

Jeremiah 32:27 "Behold I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is any­
thing too difficult for me?" 

Jeremi ah 33:3 ''Call to me and I will answer you and I will tel l you /9?' great and mighty things which you do not know. 11 

cX ''" \)o ;1) o-f- ~ A F t'O. ,' J / ,, ~ u e I ye f " e J . M" ' 
i·~ ,,.. Lf-- (,,....,.,_ d ,..,,,e /4- 11 Tl, ls eu; I _:, 'le-I- Jo No +- ' 

\ / .Yvir'Yl Aw~ f(-O"n-\ ~ ko-r-j / bu+- Se" v-"-. ~ ~ 
\-~ J w / '-" A 11 '1' CJ..{./ h <?'-l~ ~ ~ "I 
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~ Np w t be kj pg gt Syr j a was wa rri 99 ana j OS t IsrW i arW he, caim~el ed 
.ir. with hjs seryants sayj9g . "lu such and such a lace sha 1 be my 

~lf\e. Gf! ID Q 11 

~~~::;~w&L The focus now turns from this expansion program at the se~inary to a 
~ 1nternat1ona I prob I ew , and that 1 s the cont I 1 ct bet\'1een ~yria41na w • 

srael. It almost sounds like \'/hat is taking place today. They have 
been at it for a long, long time. 

The king of Syria counseled with his ministers of war and said to them, 
"fn such and such a place shall be r.iy camp." He wanted to get his 
mfTl tary operations strategically located so that the conflict that was 
going to be taking place would be advantageous to them and provide the 
greatest possibility for victory. 

Elisha ends a to Jehoran, the godless king, and warns him by 
say10g, Beware that lQ!!. o rlQ!. f2lli this ~e, fQ.r ~ St;iads fil:_e 
Lom~ng ci.Q!ill tfiere. 11 \ffththis knowledge that Elisha had ga10e froM the 
or about the Syrian camps, he is able to warn the king of Israel to 

avoid those key locations . 

.HQW... Qujcl l.Y t.be ~jpg of Sxr~orgets the blessing that has been conferred 
upog,..Q..ls genera~Naaman. A then returns so quickly to war against the 
nati on isFS;fl. 

or he would have 
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C\o~ 
~ 

~ 4.7 ,, qv;. -l .-
\\ 0"'-~ \ .e.,t>-

~ 

- 8-

pset and wonders who is passinq out secrets to the 
protect him from the invasion • 

..._ __ the grq phet whg is t.jj. ~-

t hij! )'QI! S peg k j n XO!/ r 

_Evidently same of the servants in Syria were acquainted with what had 
taken place in Uaaman's life, and the fact that Elisha was the instru­
ment used, because one of the servants points up the fact that there 
is no problem with them. It is that Elisha the prophet, who dwells in 
Israel, tells Jehoram the words that are even spoken in your bedroom. 

Elisha even has the bedroom bugged so that any words that are spoken 
are known to him. 

r:-;;:i SR h' se~~ - " !~ :v•e wbere be j that.._ L IIlil.;' send acd talw biw " 
~A_a _t ___ £c_ ... -~·" Sa,¥.Jng~ehul.d..- he 1s. 10 not.ball. " 

_j: hece, and they 
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probably to get some water from one of the wells that is located in 
t hat city, he i s frightened by the fact that he sees an anny with 
horses and chariots circling the whole city. He coMes back to Elisha I 
crying, "Alas, m master! Uhat shall we do?" t'fe'S Ne., "f"ttis . 

~ ~~.--.--* * II Chron. 20: 12 "O our God! Hi 1t thou not judge them, for we are 
powerless before this great multitude who are coming against 
us, nor do we know what to do; but our eyes are on Thee." 

** I I Chron. 32:7,8 "Be strong and courageous; do not fear or be dis­
mayed because of the king of Assyria, nor because of all the 
multitude which is with hin. For the one with us is greater 
then the one with hiri. ~ith him is only an arm of flesh, but 
with us is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles. 
And the people relied on the Hards of Hezekiah, king of Judah." 

I 

f 

Elisha probably remembers back to the experience of Elijah when, after 
the great victory on Mt. Carr.tel, because of the threat of Jezebel over 
the deal~qf the ~rophets of Baal, she is threatening to take Elijah's 
11(~--a\a ne Trees lnto the wilderness and casts hinself under a 
juniper tree in depression, and requests of the lord that he might die. 

@ So he answered "Po got tear , for thqse whg aq; ¥<Hh u.s a.re oore 
th th h ;t h t h?JIL'' ijQ05e W Q gre Wl ~W~ 

.Elisha can respond to the cry of the servant in this situation with a 
..) calm composure because Isaiah 26:3 says: "Thou will keep him in perfect 
~ peace whose mind is stayed on thee, because he trusteth in thee. 11 

Isaiah 41:10 "Fear thou not, for I am with thee. Do not be di sriayed, 
for I am thy God. I will strengthen thee, yea, I will hel p thee. 
Yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness. 11 

• 

When istics are truly known, those who are with us are more than 

• 

• 

• 
t ose who are with t em. 

0 
1 L ' J , L h __ ' -11 f de/1lX....,.a.,""-c ~ . S Ji.cru;d_ 

Y e 7 u -r11 e...> n ' > /I :.-i cL I I -
Vl_a.ue S -1-u~/:::_ w/ /d.5 {"r.5hl~ 5 f () .e · I 5 /d-4.s / 

' 

r 7-z C>Ot!J #~'le l..t ~ A/err · 
I)_ e 'l clnz)~ - ii' 
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f Romans 8:31 11 \lhat then shall we say to these things , if God is for 
.. us, who is against us?" 

.. IL Romans 8:37 "But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through 
~ Him ~1ho 1 oved us . " 

r.-::1 Ihfp FJj5 hij prayed ijpd §9j d , " Q l w:.cJ.. WX- .OP.en bj s e~~. tba t,_, e 
~ be W©v 5ee " Apd the I prd ppeplt the serya~ ~ g~d ~e ~~: ; 

:~f e;~Rffi~ · dUsT;;ot~10 w~ a oi:s_es an.cLchllio_: -0_ f ___ ; 

How graciously Elisha deals with hjs fearful servant. As he prays for 
him, that his eyes might be open so that he can see and have an increased 
confidence and trust in God ' s abi lity to protect his own. 

I Car. 2:14 "But a natural nan does not accept the things i n the Spirit 
of God for they are foolishness to hir.i and he cannot understand 
them because they are spiritually discerned." 

h 
~o~f , 

....- _\L Ephesians 1:18 "I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 
'?f(. " so that you may know what is the hope of his calling, what are 

the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints." 

Hpw quick the Lord is to answer the unselfish petition of Elisha fo_r 
t1"'1s servant. 

Psalm 119:18 "Open my eyes that I r.iay behold wonderful things fro111 
thy law. 11 

"And the Lord opened the servant's eyes and he saw; and behold, the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha." 

• 

.. \L~ II Kings 2:11 "Then it came about as they were going along and talki ng 
~ that behold there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire 

which separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a Hhi rl­
wind to heaven." 

~ ~~ ....... ~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

c~ 
r:-,-;\ Ihep fl j5 ha sai d t+L t heg "Tbis.. is na.L~ta.h---mr is t bjs the.. ._ 
~ s j+)'" foll pw Wf a pd I wjl] bri ng @ u__to__tbe Man wbot:l .¥QI/ ;;eek 11 

9rd he hrr~qht t h em t q Spma,rja .. w 

5 - 10 Mi' ·) 
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Elisha, in this 19th verse, is not in a position of lying to the Syrians, 
because just coming to Dothan to get Elisha, 1s not really the one they 
are after. They are wanting the king of Israel, and so he brought them 
to Samaria. - ' 

II Cor. 4:4 11 In whom the god of this Horld hath blinded the riinds of 
them that believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 11 

~ Thep the ki pg pf I g9elwhcn he s.aw_tbeUJ .• sa j d t o EJ j sllila My father. 
~ shall r v; n them? Sha n 1 kj n ttwm? 11 

rlhen Jehoram comes he is really excited. And turns to Elisha the prorhet 
and asks the question twice in his excitement: ' Shall I kill theri? 
Shall I kill them?' 

~ Apd he ag5wernd 11 ygp sha]J gg t ki]] th~m. ~JQJJ] d ¥911 kj] 1 t hgse • 

@~Ja:;l:a;/;;;~~~~Hh ~::;t 5tfief m:i :lt\X~"&rWt? anae;a . 
+a +hei r wa ster II 

One is reminded of Romans 12:19-21 -
11 flever take your own revenge beloved, but leave room for the wrath 

~ ~ of God, for it is written, Vengeance is mine, I wi 11 repay, says 
<3"""~ the Lord. But if your enemy is hungry, feed him; and if he is 

thirsty, give him to drink. For in so doing you will heap burning 
coals upon his head. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good. 11 

r--::\ So he pr epar ed a grea t teas t t~ them ; apd.xJhen t hey hsd ea t er ap rl 
~~ d(!mk he sept them 9way_ aru;! tJJf.l' ~t. ta. t~ r;iaste?:- And ~ ~ 

garq11d jpp bacds of Syr.j a._did not. C!l!Ila again into. the Jaod Qf I 5raeJ 

This is the second g rous act by the 
Syrians in the no rt d., . ..;.:.;,h ;;,e_f~i:..:.r,.;;:s:..::t~b.:::.e1.:..:· n~g.i.....;;:.:.:=~:::.::-:~~~~:..---~--:w~ 
from his leprosy; af-~O~W:.a,_~t~h~e ~..-r.&.o1oo1....w...-........ ..-~.i..li:l.l.i-:~~=-.;~:__:~.:::.:::.,.:;.!. 
having been fed and cared for. 

, 

f 
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CONCLUSION: 

R nald Wallace oints out· "These miracles are messa9es of great en­
couragemen o hose of us who are seeking to serve God. Their 
message is: 'Let us not be weary in v.iell doing, for in due season we 
shall reap if we faint not.' Their message is: 'Your labor is not 
in vain in the Lord. 1 Our labor may seem to be in vain. It may seem 
to become spoiled by our mistakes, sbor~omings, and ~~nts, but 
it is not~ vain. Let us ~ to our wo for Christ~ lly, re­
membering that he can turn poison into sweetness; he can turn our 
little offering into abundance. He is ahiays there to watch in the 
catastrophies that come upon us. He can make the lost axe head to 
swim." * LESSON #1: How gracious the Lord is to provide and to prosper for 

our ministry when we are willing to trust HLr.i . l·le see this 
in the need for expansion of Elisha's facilities for the 
seninary in Gi (gal. 

LESSON #2: There are going to be ynforeseen accidents that happen 
~ in our ministry for the Lord. And it is at times like this 
~i~~ vie need to trust Him and know that all things work together 
~~t'.~ "Tor good . 

LESSON #3: Is the axe head sunk in the mud and mire of the muddy 
~ c\&'f' Jordan a pict e pf yrnir life.? lJould you not allow God himself 

S l1fye-\\-e.. to casf into your presence the cross of Christ? And for you by 
o ~o faith to receive the gift of life, so that you mi ght be restored 
~ to usefullness and the acconplishment of His purpose in your life. 

LESSO~ #4: The Syrians who were enenies to the people of God re~ind ~ 

\ \ ~ 
.tA 

us that Satan is a roarina lion, roving about, seeking whom he 
may devour. 

Psalm 34:7 11 Thc angel of the Lord encampeth around ther:i • 
fear hiQ and deli vereth ther:i." ' 

a re wa 

~, ESSON #7: We need not fear when we see thin s f 
~ ... WJ.l- 22ective 2 or ose w o are with us are more than t os,e who are 

~ ~ P" - "\11th them. ~ ~ .SlcLI{ ~' '"' Cttc ,4 rfood. 

~ .~ ~ LESSON #8 : l1i oistering to the needs of our enemies often times neutral_U.es-- • 
~~~ t,Qeir opposition . 

~~~ \\ 

''{ . ~· 
(r\ 
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(Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of Operation Redwing and the Lost Heroes of Seal 
Team 10 by Marcus Luttrell with Patrick Robinson) New York, NY: Back Bay Books I Little, 
Brown & Company. Copyright- Marcus Luttrell, 2007. 

_, ~OPIC 

Commitment 

I REF# I TEXT 

771-02 

philosophy of the U.S. Navy SEALs: 
"I will never quit. I persevere and thrive on adversity. My 

Nation expects me to be physically harder and mentally stronger 
than my enemies. If knocked down, I will get back up, every 
time. I will draw on every remaining ounce of strength to protect 
my teammates and to accomplish our mission. I am never out of 
the fight." 
p. 

It's written right there in black and white in the official 
philosophy of the U.S. Nave SEAL, the last two paragraphs of 
which read: 

We train for war and fight to win. I stand ready to bring 
the full spectrum of combat power to bear in order to 
achieve my mission and the goals established by my 
country. The execution of my duties will be swift and 
violent when required, yet guided by the very principles I 
serve to defend. 

Brave men have fought and died building the proud 
tradition and feared reputation that I am bound to uphold. 
In the worst of conditions, the legacy of my teammates 
steadies my resolve and silently guides my every deed. I 
will not fail. 

Commitment 771-03 When someone tells you he's in a SEAL team, you know 
~,t. Ii( <;9 11 you are in the presence of a very special cat. Myself, I was just 

G) <{> '\0,.- \ Jt/( ~ )., born lucky, somehow fluked my way in with a work ethic 
-( ~ '::J ~ ~ bequeathed to me by my dad. The rest of those guys are the gods 

C~O e_'-4.!.: of the U.S. Armed Forces. And in faraway foreign fields, they 
ov.t{ ~ ')_serve their nation as required, on demand, and mostly without 

'\O~ ~ ~ ·~/ dfr1/"JYany recognition whatsoever. 
~ \~ • They would have it no other way, because they understand 

C~~<~~ "-\t" · no other way. Accolades just wash off them, they shy away from 
~ :,/"" ~ Q,~ the spotlight, but in the end they have one precious reward-
1........::; \ '( \.e, ~ ..at. ·~-rwhen their days of combat are over, they know precisely who they 
~ ~'(\(). .# t,;Yt~re and what they stand for. That's rare. And no one can buy it. 
\3 . ~ 0/- p. 59 

Z:P~ • ~ 
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-
"Soldiers of Christ, Arise" 
(Tune: "Crown Him With Many Crowns" 

Soldiers of Christ, arise, 
And put your armor on, 
Strong in the strength which God supplies 
Thru His eternal Son; 
Strong in the Lord of hosts, 
And in His mighty pow'r 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts 
Is more than conqueror. 

Stand then in His great might, 
With all His strength endued, 
And take, to arm you for the fight, 
The panoply of God; 
That having all things done, 
And all your conflicts past, 
Ye may o'ercome thru Christ alone, 
And stand entire at last. 

Leave no unguarded place, 
No weakness of the soul, 
Take ev'ry virtue, ev'ry grace, 
And fortify the whole. 
From strength to strength go on, 
Wrestle and fight and pray, 
Tread all the pow'rs of darkness down, 
And win the well-fought day. 




