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STUDY NUMBER FIVE - II Kings 6:1-23

Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, "Behold now, the

place before you where we are living is too limited for us.
"Please let us go to the Jordan, and each of us take from there a
beam, and let us make a place there for ourselves where we may
live." So he said, "Go."

Then one said, "Please be willing to go with your servants." And
he answered, "I shall go."

So he went with them; and when they came to the Jordan, they cut
down trees.

But as one was felling a beam, the axe head fell into the water;
and he cried out and said, "Alas, my master! For it was borrowed."
Then the man of God said, "Where did it fal1?" And when he showed
him the place, he cut off a stick, and threw it in there, and made
the iron float.

And he said, "Take it up for yourself." So he put out his hand

and took it.

Now the king of Syria was warring against Israel; and he counseled
with his servants saying, "In such and such a place shall be my
camp."

And the man of God sent word to the king of Israel saying, "Beware
that yﬂ“ do not pass this place, for the Syrians are coming down
there.

And the king of Israel sent to the place about which the man of God
had told him; thus he warned him, so that he guarded himself there,
more than once or twice.

Now the heart of the king of Syria was enraged over this thing; and
he called his servants and said to them, "Will you tell me which

of us is for the king of Israel?"

And one of his servants said, "No, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the
prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that
you speak in your bedroom."

So he said, "Go and see where he is, that I may send and take him."
And it was told him, saying, "Behold, he is in Dothan."

And he sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they
came by night and surrounded the city.

Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early and gone
out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the
city. And his servant said to him, "Alas, my master! What shall
we do?"

So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more
than those who are with them."

Then Elisha prayed and said, "0 Lord, I pray, open his eyes that

he may see." And the Lord opened the servant's eyes, and he saw;
and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire
all around Elisha.

And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed to the Lord and said,
"Strike this people with blindness, I pray." So He struck them
with blindness according to the word of Elisha.



-

v.19 Then Elisha said to them, "This is not the way, nor is this the
city; follow me and I will bring you to the man whom you seek."
And he brought them to Samaria.

v.20 Anq it came about when they had come into Samaria, that Elisha
said, "0 Lord, open the eyes of these men, that they may see."
So the Lord opened their eyes, and they saw; and behold, they
were in the midst of Samaria.

v.21 Then the king of Israel when he saw them, said to Elisha, "My
father, shall I ki1l them? Shall I ki1l them?"

v.22 And he answered, "You shall not ki1l them. \ould you kill those
you have taken captive with your sword and with your bow? Set
bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink and go
to their master."

v.23 So he prepared a great feast for them; and when they had eaten
and drunk he sent them away, and they went to their master. And
%he m?raudinq bands of Syria did not come again into the land of

srael.

INTRODUCTION:

We have traced the biography of Elisha from the Jordan River when his

master Elijah was taken home in a whirlwind, back to Jericho, up to
Bethel, and into the land of Samaria. {In our second stud%) he was
consulted by the kings of Israel, Judah and Edom with regard to the

conflict against the Moabites.

dy we witnessed 5 miracles take place.
The first being the provision of oil for one of the widows
who was at a point of destitution due to the death of her husband,

0 was one of the sons of the prophets.
In the second miracle he provides a child for a lady in Shunem,

and then after the death of that child, provides life again for him.
In the fourth miracle we see him making pure a poisoned stew

that the prophets might have food to eat.
(;5 And in the fifth and final miracle he takes the provision of
ar

ley loaves and grain and multiplies it so that the prophets
have adequate food to sustain them.

we saw him confronted by Naaman with leprosy, having a
es1Te o be nealed. Naaman dips seven times in the Jordan River and is
healed of his leprosy. lle also noted the greed of Gehazi, Elisha's ser-
vant when he pursues Naaman for what material gain he can receive from
the miracle that has been wrought. And the judgment upon Gehazi for this
action is to have the dreaded disease of leprosy upon him that has been
cured for Naaman.
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‘Wallace points out "In those days, axes were scarce and valuable.
0 scarce were they that the did not poss
their oun, This particular axe had been borrowed. It was a most
tragic accident. It is the kind of thing that happens in Christian
work. In our perplexity we find it hard to account for such
happenings. Paul himself, when his work was hindered by such ex-
periences, put them down to Satanic powers. Moreover, the infirmity
or sickness with which he was constantly afflicted, and which he
found a real hindrance to his work for Christ, he called not only
a thorn in the flesh, but also a messenger of Satan to buffet me.
We are all building for God, and in the process of building, the
work can be spoiled, not only by our own nistakes and inadequacies,
but also by sheer accidents that are beyond our control. Time and
time again in the lives of great Christian enterprises there has
come a crisis, when something we are tempted to describe as an evil
fate, seems to have stepped in to threaten all success. Such things
are bound to happen to us if we will throw ourselves into the ser-
vice of God. e must be prepared for such accidents."
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andtook it.

of the axe head to the axe hand]e
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*.—Fear thou not, for I am with thee. Do not be dismayed,
or I am thy God. I will strengthen thee, yea, I will help thee.
Yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness."

Wﬁwnwm those who are with us_are more than
ose who are with them.
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CONCLUSION:

. e points outy "These miracles are messages of great en-
couragement to those of us who are seeking to serve God. Their
message is: 'Let us not be weary in well doing, for in due season we
shall reap if we faint not.' Their message is: 'Your labor is not

in vain in the Lord.' Our Tlabor mav seem to be in vain. It may seem
to become spoiled by our mistakes, s mings, and gggﬁsgnig, but
it is not in vain. Let us o to our wo for Christ joyfully, re-
membering that he can turn poison into sweetness; he can turn our

1ittle offering into abundance. He is always there to watch in the
catastrophies that come upon us. He can make the lost axe head to

swim." 8 Z€95M5
.)1¢ LESSON #1: How gracious the Lord is to provide and to prosper for s <
EEWWW try whenwe are yilling to trust Him. Ve see this
in the need for expansion of Elisha's facilities for the
seminary 1n Gilgal.

LESSON #2: There are ;oing to_be unforeseen accidents that happen
\haLﬂ“s % in our ministry for the Lord. And it is at times like this
,,;,w#@'*(;‘“\ WMM&W
L od.

- LESSON #3: 1Is the axe head sunk in the mud and mire of the muddy
\ c(:? Jordan a pic ife? Would you not allow God himself
5ﬂ,e?¢- to cast into your presence the cross of Christ? And for you by
_Raxkaﬁk\a' faith to receive the gift of 1life, so that you might be restored
to usefullness and the accomplishment of His purpose in your Tlife.

LESSON #4: The Syrians who were enemies to the people of God remind
us that Satan is a roaring lion, roving about, seeking whom he
may devour.

ﬁ&LESSON #5: Psalm 34:7 "The angel of ;hﬁ Lord encampeth around them_‘
MO

that fear_him_and delivereth them.

LESSON #6: How quick the Lord is ready to answer our prayers when w
are waTking in fellowship with Him and accomplishing His wiI[L,
ESSON #7: We need not fear when e i divin -

) spective, for those who are with us are more than those who are
pho with them Ha ey Slal G, v Lk # fleo

&}bhwhgﬂvk
ot ’Q’O&’
Dtﬁﬁfr” Q}—LESSON #8: Ministering to the needs of our enemies often times neutralizes—

L : —
eilp* ~ ..A their opposition.
% | o™
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(Lone Survivor: The Eyewitness Account of Operation Redwing and the Lost Heroes of Seal
Team 10 by Marcus Luttrell with Patrick Robinson) New York, NY: Back Bay Books / Little,

Brown & Company. Copyright— Marcus Luttrell, 2007.

“~ 0PIC | REF# | TEXT |
Commltment 771-01 Their lives stand as a testimony to the central paragraph of the
1 o lar b philosophy of the U.S. Navy SEALs:
i'fé Uﬁ;’ 4 oov o ﬂ( o “I will never quit. I persevere and thrive on adversity. My
%\lw atly pue (e Nation expects. me to be physically hardgr and mentally stronger
0) L, T v than my enemies. If knocked down, I will get back up, every
0T N : . e
@ Na A / time. [ will draw on every remaining ounce of strength to protect
— W et my teammates and to accomplish our mission. I am never out of
@ the fight.”
p. 1
Commitment 771-02 It's written right there in black and white in the official
' philosophy of the U.S. Nave SEAL, the last two paragraphs of
o & PZQ } %/’ which read:
aW o e | |
P We train for war and fight to win. I stand ready to bring
L the full spectrum of combat power to bear in order to

Commitment

® Qe
Q\o* Vo

ot &

@

@ @\‘
e)r 9’

) Pry

771-03

43 '

4

o KN @;’b 2’ any recognition whatsoever.
U)Q‘:\ev\

&1

W2

achieve my mission and the goals established by my
country. The execution of my duties will be swift and
violent when required, yet guided by the very principles I
serve to defend.

Brave men have fought and died building the proud
tradition and feared reputation that I am bound to uphold.
In the worst of conditions, the legacy of my teammates
steadies my resolve and silently guides my every deed. 1
will not fail.

When someone tells you he’s in a SEAL team, you know
you are in the presence of a very special cat. Myself, I was just
born lucky, somehow fluked my way in with a work ethic
bequeathed to me by my dad. The rest of those guys are the gods
of the U.S. Armed Forces. And in faraway foreign fields, they
serve their nation as required, on demand, and mostly without

They would have it no other way, because they understand
no other way. Accolades just wash off them, they shy away from
the spotlight, but in the end they have one precious reward—
when their days of combat are over, they know precisely who they

are and what they stand for. That’s rare. And no one can buy it.
p 59



"Soldiers of Christ, Arise"
(Tune: “Crown Him With Many Crowns”

Soldiers of Christ, arise,

And put your armor on,

Strong in the strength which God supplies
Thru His eternal Son;

Strong in the Lord of hosts,

And in His mighty pow'r

Who in the strength of Jesus trusts

Is more than conqueror.

Stand then in His great might,

With all His strength endued,

And take, to arm you for the fight,
The panoply of God;

That having all things done,

And all your conflicts past,

Ye may o'ercome thru Christ alone,
And stand entire at last.

Leave no unguarded place,

No weakness of the soul,

Take ev'ry virtue, ev'ry grace,

And fortify the whole.

From strength to strength go on,
Wrestle and fight and pray,

Tread all the pow'rs of darkness down,
And win the well-fought day.





