STUDY NUMBER SIX - II Kings 7:1-20

TEXT:

v. 1 Then Elisha said, "Listen to the word of the Lord; thus says the
Lord, 'Tomorrow about this time a measure of fine flour shall be
sold for a shekel, and two measure of barley for a shekel, in
the gate of Samaria.'"

v. 2 And the royal officer on whose hand the king was leaning answered
the man of God and said, "Behold, if the Lord should make windows
in heaven, could this thing be?" Then he said, "Behold yvou shall
see it with your own eyes, but you shall not eat of it."

v. 3 Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate; and
they said to one another, "Why do we sit here until we die?

v. 4 "If we say, 'We will enter the city,' then the famine is in the
city and we shall die there; and if we sit here, we die also. Now
therefore come, and let us go over to the camp of the Syrians. If
they spare us, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die."

v. 5 And they arose at twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians; when
they came to the outskirts of the camp of the Syrians, behold, there
was no one there.

v. 6 For the Lord had caused the army of the Syrians to hear a sound of
chariots and a sound of horses, even the sound of a great army,
so that they said to one another, "Behold, the king of Israel has
hired against us the kings of the Hittites and the kings of the
Egyptians, to come upon us."

v. 7 Therefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents
and their horses and their donkeys, even the camp just as it was,
and fled for their life.

v. 8 When these lepers came to the outskirts of the camp, they entered
one tent and ate and drank, and carried from there silver and gold
and clothes, and went and hid them; and they returned and entered
another tent and carried from there also, and went and hid them.

v. 9 Then they said to one another, "lle are not doing right. This day
is a day of good news, but we are keeping silent; if we wait until
morning light, punishment will overtake us. Now therefore come,
let us go and tell the king's household."

v.10 So they came and called to the gatekeepers of the city, and they
told them, saying, "We came to the carmp of the Syrians, and behold,
there was no one there, nor the voice of man, only the horses tied
and the donkeys tied, and the tents just as they were."

.11 And the gatekeepers called, and told it within the king's household.

.12 Then the king arose in the night and said to his servants, "I will
now tell you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we
are hungry; therefore they have gone from the camp to hide them-
selves in the field, saying, 'When they come out of the city, we
shall capture them alive and get into the city.'"

v.13 And one of his servants answered and said, "Please, let some men
take five of the horses which remain, which are left in the city.
Behold, they will be in any case like all the multitude of Israel
who are left in it; behold, they will be in any case 1like all the
multitude of Israel who have already perished, so let us send and
see."
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v.14 They took therefore two chariots with horses, and the king sent
after the army of the Syrians, saying, "Go and see."

v.15 And they went after them to the Jordan, and behold, all the way
was full of clothes and equipnent, which the Syrians had thrown
away in their haste. Then the messengers returned and told the
king.

v.16 So the people went out and plundered the camp of the Syrians.
Then a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel and two
measures of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the
Lord.

v.17 Now the king appointed the royal officer on whose hand he leaned
to have charge of the gate; but the people trampled on him at
the gate, and he died just as the man of God had said, who spoke
when the king came down to hinm.

v.18 And it came about just as the man of God had spoken to the king,
saying, "Two measures of barley for a shekel and a measure of
fine flour for a shekel, shall be sold tomorrow about this time
at the gate of Samaria."

v.19 Then the royal officer answered the man of God and said, "MNow behold,
if the Lord should make windows in heaven, could such a thing be?"

And he said, "Behold, you shall see it with your own eyes, but ceﬂQIDO‘. :
you shall not eat of it." thqu_Tg éké

v.20 And so it happened to him, for the people trampled on him at the * j o
gate, and he died. @
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April17 n the middle of carting 70 pieces of
"Friday R luggage, an electronic piano, and
other equipment through airports and
~on and off a tour bus, it’s easy to won-

THE BUS DRIVER der, “Why are we doing this?”

Taking 28 teenagers on an 11-day
ministry trip to a land across the ocean
is not easy. But at the end of the trip
our bus driver, who had carted us all
Be imitators of God over England and Scotland, grabbed
...and walk in love. the bus microphone and in tears
—Ephesians 5:1-2 thanked the kids for how wonderful
they had been. Then after we got
home, he e-mailed us to say how
much he appreciated the thank you
cards the kids had written to him—
Tour Bomns v O Vona many of which contained the gospel.
™ 2 Samuel 1-2 Although the students ministered to
W ke Tt 28 hundreds through song during the trip,
perhaps it was the bus driver who most benefited from their
Christlikeness. In Ephesians we are told to be imitators of
God and to walk in love (Eph. 5:1-2). Others see God in us
when we show love to one another (1 John 4:12). The bus
driver saw Jesus in the students and told them that they
might just convert him to faith in Christ. Maybe it was for
this man that we took that trip.

Why do you do what you do? Whose life are you affecting?
Sometimes it’s not our target audience that we impact most.
Sometimes it’s the bus drivers of the world. —Dave Branon

Lord, may I be a shining light
For all the world to see
Your goodness and Your love displayed
As You reach out through me. —Sper

READ:
1 John 4:7-12

Witnessing is not just something a Christian says,
but what he is.
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messengers returned and told the king of what they had found

Then the
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CONCLUSION: e

There are quite a number of lessons that we can learn from this parti-
cular passage.

LESSON #1: I think we a¥$ imgrﬁsse$ with the fact that what the lord
has promised He wi althfully perform.

LESSON #2: Many times the Lord stirs up circumstances around us to get
us to respond iﬁm

LESSON #3: Just as the Lord allowed a famine in the land of the Prodigal
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Sent:  Tuesday, March 24, 2009 6:58 PM
Subject: The Pastor and his Son

The Pastor and his son -

Every Sunday afternoon, after the morning service at the
church, the Pastor and his eleven year old son would go out into
thelr town and hand out Gospel Tracts.

This particular Sunday afternoon, as it came time for the Pastor
and his son to go to the streets with their tracts, it was very cold
outside, as well as pouring dowwn rain.

The boy bundled up tn his warmest and driest clothes and

said, 'OK, dad, 'm ready.

His Pastor dad asked, 'Ready for what?'

'Dad, it's time we gather our tracts together and go out.’

Dad responds, 'Sow, it's very cold outside and it's pouring down
rain.'

The boy gives his dad a surprised look, asking, But dad, aren't
people still going to Hell, even though it's raining?'

pad answers, 'Sow, | am not going out in this weather.'

Despondently, the boy asks, 'Dad, can | go? Please?”

3/25/2009
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His father hesitated for a moment then said, 'Son, you can go.
Here are the tracts, be careful son.'

"Thanks Dad!

Awnad with that, he was off and out into the rain. This eleven year
olol boy walked the streets of the town goting door to door and
handing everybody he met in the street a Gospel Tract.

Adfter two hours of walking in the rain, he was soaking, bone-
chilled wet and doww to his VERY LAST TRACT. He stopped on
a cormer and Looked for someone to hand a tract to, but the streets
were totally deserted.

Thew he turned toward the first home he saw and started up the
stdewalk to the fromt door and rang the door bell. He rang the
bell, but nobody answered.

He rang it again and again, but still no one answered. He waited
but still no answer.

FLwaLLH, this eleven year ola trooper turned to Leave, but
something stopped him.

Again, he turned to the door and rang the bell and knocked
lowdly ow the door with his fist. He waited, something holding
him there on the fromt porch!

He rang again and this tine the door slowly opened.
Standing in the doorway was a very sad-looking elderly lady..

She softly asked, 'what cawn [ do for You, son?' wWith radiant
eyes and a smile that Lit up her world, this Little boy

3/25/2009

‘leuonualuiun si uoneo Jadoid Jnoyum [erislew Jo asn Auy “eingLye Ajgieinooe 03 nolyip aAold Aew jey) seoualajel UIBlUOD 0) S8)0U 81N109| JO 8injeu 8y} SI 1
"asn JieJ Jo wjeal ay) uiyum apisal AjJejnoiued suoneiony “Alljige Ino Jo 1seq ay) 0] palipalo Ajejelidoidde usaq aaey Yyoliym JO ||e ‘S921n0s JOo AJsLieA B Wol) [eLis)ew

paziewwns pue paselydeled ‘pajonb e)elodiooul s8j0u 81n1o8| S Joyine ay| "SaL]sSIul) uosiapuy uoq Aq seoinosay Buiyoes | aiqig Aq /10Z ® 1ybuAdon



Page 3 of 6

said, 'Ma'am, ' sorry i | disturbed You, but | just want to tell
you that * JESUS REALLY DOES LOVE YOU * and | came to

give You my very last Gospel Tract which will tell You all about
JESUS and His great LOVE.'

wWith that, he handed her his Last tract and turned to Leave.

She called to him as he departed. '"Thank you, son! Anad God
Bless Youl!

well, the following Sunday morning in church Pastor pad was
b the pulpit. As the service began, he asked, Does anybody have
testimony or want to say anything?

Slowly, in the back row of the church, an elderly lady stood to
her feet.

As she begawn to speak, a Look of glorious radiance came from her
face, 'No one Lt this church Rnows me. I've never been here

before. You see, before last Sunday | was not a Chiristian. My
husband passed on sovme time ago, Leaving me totally alone in
this world. Last sunday, being a particularly cold and rainy
day, it was even more so in my heart that | came to the end of the
Line where | no Longer had any hope or will to Live.

So | took a rope and a chair and ascended the stairway into the
attic of my howe. | fastened the rope securely to a rafter in the
roof, thew stood on the chair and fastened the other end of the rope
around my wneck. standing on that chair, so lonely and
brokenhearted | was about to leap off, when suddenly the Loud
ringing of my doorbell downstairs startled me. | thought, 'I'LL
wait a minute, and whoever it is will go away.’

| watted and waited, but the ringing doorbell seemed to get Louder

3/25/2009
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and more insistent, and then the person ringing also started
knocking loudly...

| thought to myself again, 'Who on earth could this be? Nobody
ever rings wmy bell or comes to see me.' | Loosened the rope from
my neck and started for the front door, all the while the bell rang
Louder and Louder.

Whewn | opened the door and Looked | could hardly believe my
eyes, for there on my front porch was the most radiant and
angelic little boy | had ever seen tn my Life. His SMILE, oh, |
could never describe it to you!

The words that came from his mouth caused my heart that hao
long been dead, TO LEAP TO LIFE as he exclaimed with a cherub-
like voice, 'Ma'am, | just came to tell You that JESUS REALLY
DOES LOVE YOW .' Then he gave wme this

Gospel Tract that | now hold in my hand.

As the little angel disappeared back out into the cold and rain, |
closeo wey door and read slowly every word of this Gospel Tract.
Then [ went up to my attic to get my rope and chair. | wouldn't
be needing them anywmore.

You see-- -1 am now a Happy Child of the KING. Since the
address of Your church was own the back of this Gospel Tract, |
have come here to personally say THANK YOU to God's Little
angel who came just in the nick of time and by

so doing, spared my soul from an eternity in hell.’

There was not & dry eye in the church. And as shouts of praise
and honor to THE KING resounded off the very rafters of the
building, Pastor dad descended from the pulpit to the front pew
where the little angel was

3/25/2009
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seated..

He took his sow in his arms and sobbed uwcowtroLLaloLg.

Probably no church has had a wore glorious moment, and

probably this universe has never seen a Papa that was more filled
with love § howor for his son... Except for One.

Our Father also allowed His Son to go out tnto a cold and dark
worldl. He received His Son back with joy unspeakable, and as all
of heaven shouted praises and honor to The King, the Father sat
His beloved Son on a throne far above all principality and power
and every name that s named.

Blessed are Your eyes for reading this message.

Dow't Let this message die, read it again and

Heavew is for His people!

Remember, qod's message CAN make the di 47/ 5@
someone close to you.

S
Please shave this wonderful message... ?f '
77/ & °
/5,

If Yyou love JESUS, please forward this mes =" __f

Spread His word, and share His goodness

Matthew 10:32 says:

'‘Whoever acknowledges Me before men, | will ackwnowledge num
before My Father in heaven. But whoever disowns Me before men,
[ will disown him before My Father in heaven'

May God Bless you this day and every day after

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to
which it is addressed and may contain confidential or privileged
material.

Any review, distribution, or other unauthorized use of the information
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