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STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF ELISHA 

STUDY NUMBER SEVEN - II Kings 8:1-15 r ... ~7.3 
TEXT: 

v. 1 Now Elisha spoke to the woman whose son he had restored to life, 
saying, 11 Arise and go with your household, and sojourn wherever 
you can sojourn; for the Lord has called for a famine, and it 
shall even come on the land for seven years. 11 

v. 2 So the woman arose and did according to the word of the man of God, 
And she went with her household and sojourned in the land of the 
Philistines seven years. 

v. 3 And it came about at the end of seven years, that the woman re­
turned from the land of the Philistines; and she went out to appeal 
to the king for her house and for her field. 

v. 4 Now the king was talking with Gehazi, the servant of the man of 
God, saying, 11 Please relate to me all the great things that Elisha 
has done. 11 

v. 5 And it came about, as he was relating to the king how he had re­
stored to life the one who was dead, that behold, the woman whose 
son he had restored to life, appealed to the king for her house 
and for her field. And Gehzi said, 11 My lord, 0 king, this is the 
woman and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to life. 11 

v. 6 When the king asked the woman, she related it to him. So the 
king appointed for her a certain officer, saying, 11 Restore all 
that was hers and all the produce of the field from the day that 
she left the land even until now. 11 

v. 7 Then Elisha came to Damascus. r~ow Ben-hadad king of Syria was sick, 
and it was told him, saying, 11 The man of God has come here. 11 

v. 8 And the king said to Hazael, 11Take a gift in your hand and go to 
meet the man of God, and inquire of the Lord by him, saying, ·~Jill 
I recover from this sickness? 111 

v. 9 So Hazael went to meet him and took a gift in his hand, even every 
kind of good thing of Dar:iascus, forty camels' loads; and he came 
and stood before him and said, 11 Your son Ben-hadad king of Syria 
has sent me to you, saying, ·~Jill I recover from this sickness? 111 

v.10 Then Elisha said to him, 11 Go say to him, 'You shall surely recover,' 
but the Lord has shown me that he will certainly die. 11 

v. 11 And he fixed his gaze steadily on him until he was ashamed, and t he 
man of God wept. 

v.12 And Hazael said, 11 l~hy does my lord \'1eep? 11 Then he answered, 11 Be­
cause I know the evil that you will do to the sons of Israel: their 
strongholds you will set on fire, and their young men you will kill 
with the sword, and their little ones you will dash in pieces, and 
their women with child you wi 11 rip up. 11 

v.13 Then Hazael said, 11 But what is your servant, who is but a dog, that 
he should do this great thing? 11 And Elisha answered, "The Lord has 
shown Me that you will be king over Syria. 
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v.14 So he departed from Elisha and returned to his master, who said 
to him, "What did Elisha say to you? 11 And he answered, 11 He told 
me that you would surely recover. 11 

v.15 And it came about on the morrow, that he took the cover and dipped 
it in water and spread it on his face, so that he died. And Hazael 
became king in his place. 

INTRODUCTIOtl: 

Tracins the life of Elisha through its various episodes we have seen ~ 
him at the Jordan River receiving t he mantle from fiTiah his master, 
Who had been taken horn# 1n a whirlwind. And then immedi ately move 
into a ministry by striking the waters of t he Jordan, which parted 
for his crossing; the healing of the waters in JeriCho; and also 
the pronouncinq of a curse upon the young rebels who are dogging his 
path on the way up to Samaria through Bethel. 

In our second study we witnessed the ~hree kjngs, Jehoshapatb of Judah; 
Jehgram of Israel, and the king of ~ asking for wisdom from Eli s ha -
with regard to their present need for ~ater and the outcome of the 
battle against the Moabjte5; of which Elisha predicted that they would 
fta've water the next day and victory over the Moabites, which took place. 

In our third study we witnessed several beautiful things happen as he 
£.rOy ided oil for one of the widows of the prophets so that she could 
pay her bills and have some retirement income. He also promised the 
woman at $h1mnem that she woyl d baye a son. At a very young age the 
~ rljed, and Elisha has the privilege of seeing the Lord work to re­
store his life. He also provided food for the prophets in changing a 
~jsgned ste~ into something that was edible. He took the loaves of 
barle* and the ears of ~rain and sustained a hundred men of the prophets, 
and t ey al so haa some ef t over. 

In our fourth study we witnessed the healing of Naaman the leper, who 
was a ~neca l of the Syrian forces. And we al so witnessed the greed 
of Gehazi as he pursued Naa~an t o get some of the benefits which Naaman 
wanted to offer for his cure. 

In our 

In our last study we saw the people 
and witnessed the four le ers 
Lord's interven n, ey were able to find 
with all of the abundance of food necessary 
children of Israel. 

inter­
rehend 
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As we come t 

y re 
immorality• . .-...._----------~--~~ 

As a result of this, they just again suffer the judgment of a famin.e_. 

One is reminded of/ Isaiah chapter 1 hen the Lord says: 
"Listen, 0 h~vens, and hear, 0 earth, for the Lord speaks: 
Sons I have reared and brought up, but they have revolted against 
Me. An ox knows it owner, and a donkey its master's manger, but 
Israel does not know. t1y people do not understand. Alas, sinful 
nation. people weighed down with iniquity; offspring of evil doers. 
sons who act corruptly. They have abandoned the Lord. They have 
despised the Holy One of Israel. They have turned away from Him. 
Where will you be stricken again, as you continue in your rebellion? 
The whole head is sick, and the whole heart is faint, from the 
sole of the foot, even to the head, there is nothing sound in it. 
Only bruises, welts and raw wounds, not pressed out or bandaged, 
nor softened with oil. Your land is desolate. Your cities are 
burned with fire. Your fields, strangers are devouring them in 
your presence. It is desolation, as overthrown by strangers." 

[ v. ~ · oke to 

eyen come on .. 
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to go 

c iv'~ 
(!Jt~f&-W. 

~o.:< V1e J ~~ f~...\k.,,.~ ei<: pe "''~"' c._e_ 11 1.~ ~ 
can 

v. 2 he woman arose and did accordin to the word of the 
-..---- ,God. and she went with her household and sojourne 1n t , 

of the Philistines seven years. 

IJ~\.J-- ~(;~, 
-lllil"!~--..-_:-..:_·~: .. a. .... .l T u.i,. B~ 

Ge~ f~ 

----- Be41e.L 4o 

0 

When the famine was over and the seven years had been acco~plished, then 
this woman returned to her old homestead . Sh evidentl found somebod 
I 1 Vl ng on her 1 an a._ 

to re are the · . for 

with Gehazi the former servant of 
stricken with eprosy. 

• 

~ Moa.6,4.cs 

~-is: Mc~ ... z.. 
c; : .... 1.s. eu..""-" 
c \"""'"' "'-­~ 
&..U.4-
~Z--- ' 
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Gehazi recognizes tne woWip and her s~ and turns to the king and says, 
"'Thi s i s t he woman and t 1s is her son whom 11 

And the kjng said to Hazael , "Take a gift in your hand and go to 
·--- meet the man of God . and jnguire of the Lord by hi r.i , sayi ns. 1Wil l 

I recq)(er from th j5 5j d pe55 ? 1" 

v. 8 

, 

• 
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with i ~.Jlreat gift, he 
ri a bas sent me 

I ~e wol- ~ 1. :=. ~ 

gj ft j n bjs band. eyeo . 
forty camels' loads j 

11 Your son Ben-badad 
recover ror.i 

to Elisba, 11your son Ben­
'Will I recover f rom 

v.10 1~T~h-en~F·l~j~5~h~a .s~a~i~d.....,tg~h~j~m~.~11 G~q....,.s~a+y~t~o._..h~j~m~.~·y~o~u~s~ba~l~l~s~u~re~l~y;...,:.r~e~co~v~e~r~,-·~bu~t;;,.. 
the I prd has shown me that be will certainl y die. " 

The disease from w · ~ -suffering will not produce a fatal 
. r~evertbeless, the Lord has shown me that bis death is immi nent 

~ vio lene'.e..a-anm e.r Q.r:ooLthat the ' Lord Go.d...r..e.YeaJs H is secret unto 
1s servants, the prophets. 

Probably, 
u egcguraged 

v.11 And he fixed bis gaze steadil y on him until he was ashamed. and • 
the man pf God wept. 

• 
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Then Elisha be an to wee • 

One is reminded of that passage in I John 2 : 28 when John challenges 
young believers by saying: 

. ..\ ~ ~ "And now little children, abide in Hi m, so that if He should 
,~· ~~ appear, we should have confidence and not shrink away from 

Him in shame at Hi s coming. 11 

OU 
1n -

the 

1v.1i} So be deoa rted frpm E]jsba and returned t g hjs master. wbo said to 
hjm. 11 lJhat d j d El j sha say to yoy? 11 And he answered. "He t gld me 

.that you woyl d s yrel y recoyer, 11 

McGee points out on th i s verse: "This is what Elisha fors m" · In sub­
stance he had said, 'Of cqurse the kjng wjll be glad to hear he is going 
t Q recover; and that's what you are going to tell hi m, 5ut you won't 
let him recover. 

1 \Ao.{1a%<Xel, ~ ;:!:. N~-:i se.1~· e.s~--;hrc..n.e I" 

1v.15 ' And i t ~e abg~t gn t he Mgrrow. tbilt b~ 122~ tbe c9yer and dj ooed 
•----- ;t j n wate r and s pr e ad ;t on hj s face. s q that he d j ed, And !lazael 

?~DOt-~~ol~h~jJift~a:t:~~,du 
.o~I ,~ t 
- 0 ~ff '\'IA l tt ~ l (,. ; \ ~ . dtQ..,4, a.re_ 

dV\ a®~ w~ > ~ . ~1V( 
~ <wUi I ~ .x:WJ' ./ 
~--r~~-

I 
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CONCLUSION: 

From this particular study there are a number of lessons that we can 
derive for our own personal benefit. 

LESSON #1: How gracious is the Lord to gr gvj de tb rn11gb E]j5ha bless j og 
upon the househol d of the Sbunawmite woman during the time of famine. 

LESSON #2: We see God's erovidential deal jngs with the king and Gehazi 
,), \ 4:\C\ to meet the Sfiunamm1te woman ' s needs upon return to the land after 
{ "'· =- the fam1 ne • ....,_,..... 

LESSON #3: How exceeding abundantl* does the Lord provide for His own. 
~\~: -v For the king also sa id t hat t e produce of the field from the day 

that she had left the land even unti l now sfi ai i 6e hers. 

LESSON #4: How fickle is the heart of man when ~~moment 
is seeking t o k1 I I El i sa a, and on ~o.tJler PL~ 
ravor from li1m. 

LESSON #5: All of the events pf oyr lives are certainl y known to the • 
Lord. (J) 1J.-ouqhfS @words (j) Pe ed,s. 




