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STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF ELISHA E .

STUDY NUMBER SEVEN - IT Kings 8:1-15 {[L27 2

TEXT: -

v. 1 HNow Elisha spoke to the woman whose son he had restored to life,
saying, "Arise and go with your household, and sojourn wherever
you can sojourn; for the Lord has called for a famine, and it
shall even come on the land for seven years."

v. 2 So the woman arose and did according to the word of the man of God,
And she went with her household and sojourned in the land of the
Philistines seven years.

v. 3 And it came about at the end of seven years, that the woman re-
turned from the land of the Philistines; and she went out to appeal
to the king for her house and for her field.

v. 4 Now the king was talking with Gehazi, the servant of the man of
God, saying, "Please relate to me all the great things that Elisha
has done."

v. 5 And it came about, as he was relating to the king how he had re-
stored to 1ife the one who was dead, that behold, the woman whose
son he had restored to 1ife, appealed to the king for her house
and for her field. And Gehzi said, "My lord, 0 king, this is the
woman and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to 1ife."

v. 6 When the king asked the woman, she related it to him. So the
king appointed for her a certain officer, saying, "Restore all
that was hers and all the produce of the field from the day that
she left the land even until now."

v. 7 Then Elisha came to Damascus. MNow Ben-hadad king of Syria was sick,
and it was told him, saying, "The man of God has come here."

v. 8 And the king said to Hazael, "Take a gift in your hand and go to
meet the man of God, and inquire of the Lord by him, saying, 'Will
I recover from this sickness?'"

v. 9 So Hazael went to meet him and took a gift in his hand, even every
kind of good thing of Damascus, forty camels' loads; and he came
and stood before him and said, "Your son Ben-hadad king of Syria
has sent me to you, saying, 'Will I recover from this sickness?'"

v.10 Then Elisha said to him, "Go say to him, 'You shall surely recover,'
but the Lord has shown me that he will certainly die."

v.11l And he fixed his gaze steadily on him until he was ashamed, and the
man of God wept.

v.12 And Hazael said, "Why does my lord weep?" Then he answered, "Be-
cause I know the evil that you will do to the sons of Israel: their
strongholds you will set on fire, and their young men you will kill
with the sword, and their 1ittle ones you will dash in pieces, and
their women with child you will rip up."

v.13 Then Hazael said, "But what is your servant, who is but a dog, that
he should do this great thing?" And Elisha answered, "The Lord has
shown me that you will be king over Syria.
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v.14 So he departed from Elisha and returned to his master, who said
to him, "What did Elisha say to you?" And he answered, "He told
me that you would surely recover."

v.15 And it came about on the morrow, that he took the cover and dipped
it in water and spread it on his face, so that he died. And Hazael
became king in his place.

INTRODUCTION:

Tracing the life of Elisha through its various episodes we have seen
him at e Jordan River receivin e mantle 1s master,
ad bee om whirlwind. And then immediately move

into a ministry by striki n, which parted
for his crossing; the healin i ri ; and also
the pronouncing of a cuUrs rebels who are dogging his
path on the way up to Samaria through Bethel.

In our second study we witnessed the three kings, Jehoshapath of Judah
Je of Israel, and the king of Edop, asking for wisdom from Elisha

with regard to their present pneed for water and the outcome of the
g;éElg_éggﬂﬁﬂ;liﬁ;ﬁhﬂhiiﬁﬁ; of which Elisha predicted that they would
e water the next day and victory over the Moabites, which took place.

In our third study we witnessed several beautiful things happen as he
E£2¥i£k3L411+ for one of the widows of the prophets so that she could
pay her bills and have some retirement income. He also promised the
W- At a very young age the

i and Elisha has the privilege of seeing the Lord work to re-
store his 1ife. He also provided food for the prophets in changing a
Eﬂiﬁﬂnﬁd-ﬁiﬁu into something that was edible. He took the loaves of

arley and the ears of grain and sustained a hundred men of the propﬁets,

and Ei;ey also l;aa some i@'E_OVEY‘.

In our fourth study we witnessed the heali of Naar r, who
was a of ian forces. nd we also witnessed the greed

of Gehaz1 as he pursued Naaman to get some of the benefits which Naaman
wanted to offer for his cure.

of the water
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In our fifth study we saw the e i i because
of the tremendous popularity of Elisha, and the accident that took place

with the axe-head falling in &r. We also witnessed the ipter-
E%Eiﬁngl_gﬁzugxlgngugj‘ Syria tried to come down and apprehend
1sha_in _Dothap,

In our last study we saw the people in a time of i d poverty,
and witnessed the four lepers goi i ia; and wi e
Lord's interve n, they were able to find the camp completely abandoned

with all of the abundance of food necessary to meet the needs of the
children of Israel.
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As_we_come to today's s;ugz, we _see how gu1ck the 2g92|g of Israel are
1n forgetting God's ﬂlg EE§E1S10n y the Tac
eir 1

returned once aqa1n to_their_si n, th and their

ora11t

One 1s'rem1ndedoofs§saiahwcha pter 1)when the %?rfgzg,Lgndsg .
‘ 'Listen, 0 héavens, and hear,” 0 arth, for peaks:
Sons I have reared and | Erou fﬁ: G%, but they have revolted against
Me. An ox knows it owner, and a donkey its master's manger, but
Israe1 dee% nnt kn w. My people do not understand. Alas, sinful
ple weighed down with iniquity; offspring of $v11 doers,
upt1 . Th %ﬂs@m ‘the Lord. They have
aesp1sedfﬁ:g o'x §g§ of Ié%x' They have turned away from Him.
Where will you be stricken again, as you continue in your rebellion?
The whole head is sick, and the whole heart is faint, from the
ole of to the head, there is nothing sound in it.
Only bruises, we1f§ and raw wounds, not pressed out or bandaged,
nor softened with oil. Your land is desolate. Your cities are
‘burned with fire. Your fields, strangers are devouring them in
your presence. It is deso1at10n, as overthrown by strangers.”

ov. 1) Now Elisha spoke to the woman whose son he had restored to life,
:::::J aying "Ar1se and go with your household, and sojourn wherever

e land for seven years.

Eli vident]1 nel communi i the Lord, -
and as he returned b i

*h'?h"_o.e of_Tl ] sustaine ood hospit-
y in having a = She and her ared a
ro £ _ of spending t i

C?”L While he was there on the wl ion4/\the woman was“mira 3§§%
' given by God a . son had die
& )fr’"/ to“?@?‘ﬁﬁré“ﬁﬁ” ‘ﬁ?“ﬁe Son was res;gngg

obedient. i go_with vour household, and.
journ; for Lord for a ?amme, .

i and for s

ézﬂﬂﬁj?’k‘E11sha now has a message from the Lord. It is a message of gudgment
ugog Israge] for their unwillingness to_return to HIm an to ecome
;K bed1 rise, an

sraeJ wnere s e can be susta'lneg

uring this time of famine. .
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"m1rac1e of God's grace.
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It is interesting that during the time of Elijah, when the famine arose,
the Lord chose to sustain the widow a ath right i nd
!I as su§§§§ﬁjﬁ§ E n this case, however, he asks her to go

sojourn where she can outside the boundaries of the Tand.
lm‘)#— s F?au«u& Q&:M nbse_f’h t-v‘ Et‘?YF+

The exten O Lkl ain1ne qoing to be tw as long as _the one, -
Jﬁiﬂﬁlﬁiiﬁ ministry and Aab.S.xelgn, for it was only 3% eh Hﬁ _
T 0e Do up the ‘act that a Ia:r:-rmr.t L vesm
-a n m our mammrmmmmm ,

; --, - & I‘.l a loving God to ge o — d&.”fo‘w
““[- s ,"mlé L\awt ecwwe.j, Feovn _‘Fa._\{.g\,.s ex Pememceu ’.T éow-tmr&-

ITthink ttuis very 1mggr;gg; for us _to realize that the Lord ca
natural phenomenom to chasten and to discipline His Eeoglei
arose and did according to the word of the man of

with her household and sojourned in the land

Lod.and she went
of the Philistines seven years.

This woman ises faith in the message of Elisha., And she ]Emediate]¥
. e and : rd of the man of God, an
S : ne land of the PHiTistines
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chi srael during all of tﬂgir_histor v We now have this

unammite woman and her family and. Ftiis a e clonum S Fir
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v. 3 LAnd it came about at the end of seven years, that the woman re- o )
turned from the land of the Philistines; and she went out to e Magrats Z
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~appeal to the king for her house and for her field. Cirle Budk®
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When the famine was over and the seven years had been accomplished, then #huHL*‘
this woman returned to her old homestead. She evidently found somebody

2
1ving on her Tan w$;,¢ow¢.
She then went to appeal to the king for her house_and for her field, Live
st L i . Pgisal=a
v. 4 Now the k1ng was ta1k1ng w1;h Gehazi, the servant of the man of God,
eg 3 e_grea hat Elisha has

How God nces to prepare th i or
1ng thLEJﬂQWSﬂ.ﬁ.Eﬁﬂuﬁﬁl_ls unreal.

he former servant of

a, who had been stricken with
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: ﬂnd)so their conversat1on
arve s that Gehazi had witnessed
ﬁ;) dur1ng7the time tha e privilege of se 3
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And it came about, as he was relating to the king how he had re-

(s \ommed stored to life the one who was dead, that behold, the woman whose
Owﬂ m -
,5@ and_tor ber fleld, And Gehazl sgid, v lord, O Kind, this Is .
@g‘b the woman_and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to life.
&

How i timi Lord, because as Gehazi was relating
o the king how Elisha had restored 1ife to the one who was dead, at

that moment the woman whose SQE he had restored to life, came and made
an appeal to the king for her house and tor her TieTld.

Gehaz rec--ni es_the woman and ngn;guLand turns to the king and says,
1s the woman and this ° er - whom tored to b i s

v. 6L When the king asked the womanp he related i o _him 0 the king

f ertain officer sarin Restore all that
ro uce 0 eld grom the day that she
f:ko; gracious is the Lord to make such an abundant isi For the
é/ ing ta es steps, no on y to res ore nto her a e but
\

elp her to ggt sett]--and g 5 ; ngs go ng'once

k‘ w but at least it would
* \j\\\"’- &( again.

7 L. Then Elisha gaﬁe to Damascus. Now Ben-hadad king of Syria was sick,
Jand it was told him, saying, ~The man of God has_corme here.
“\‘.(03‘ ) 'u-‘.
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vidently, Elisha's ministry had expanded greatly because he had the
\ﬁﬁgp i 15 at a time when Ben-hada
P ' \ of Syria is sick.

-
"\l v Here we have another experience in the 1ife of Elisha that is very re-
markable. You will remember, I am sure, in one of our prev1ous stud1es
hOW the . g g dl - dl e d d

«é&“ }y}ﬂf s troopsl__n he wan o_apprehend h"m_ﬂnd take hi§ lifg,
\. \\ We now have this king d Elisha com Damas cus

5° And the king said to Hazael, "Take a_qift in your hand and go to
e of the N, sayind, Will

dtecaver from this q1rkng552
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The king is doing a similar thing here as_that of Naaman, in that he
is providing g .climate Tor sha_to _heal him of his sickness, and to
provide him an extended [life; and as a result of that, wants fo give
1m a g1
v. 94 50 Hazael went to meet him and took a_gj in his hand. even

f r amels' loads: an
<Le.came. and stood before nhim and §g1di (our son Ben-hadad king
Li.oyria has sent me to vou. saying Yecover _trom tnis

EJEKDESE?'"

////’fT///’— J. Vernon McGee points out: "that Hazael wept to meet Elisha. He is
J 'EA pecaptadin of Ben-hadad's hosts. There was a reference to him in
Sl ik, bih : 'And the Lord said unto him (that is, Euah)

ﬂ e . a0 rn_on_tl / -J. a#.ma. of Da AMascus , and when thou
AP ‘%C‘M\d ,;mm'mwnmm s o] had been

hno1nted king many years r. He i Al” e around for old

-hada fou can well understand that 1t would be very

b p
uib/‘ ﬁ_1k¢n 1cu or T - ssor, whether it be , a_general,
25 , to shed very many tears at hi w“fiﬁ§§§1 because 1t was
W0 < h1s Tuneral that would bring him to power, So Hazael went out to meet
C}ﬁ{{ 'ko isha, but I"don't think he went wiE a gngg§ deal of usiasm. He
t80K an Tmpressive gi o _tlisha, which was_from t

when he arr1ve 1 n' great gi he says to E11sha,, o] r,=on;3gnb
oo A Sicknass? ig. l«;\’.e gt

i =
ntz W ) wwm..m&n surely recover,’ but
/) <the Lord has shown me that he will certainly die."

d
/
IDL _The disease from w i ing will not produce a fatal
Neverthe]ess the Lord ' t his death is imminen
1S servants, the prophets.
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y the fact that he will certainly die,

v.11{ And he fixed his gaze steadily on him until he was ashamed, and
<heman of God went.

Elisha knew what was in the heart of Hazael, that he was looking forward
o becoming the King of Syria, and hoy he.had.hoped for the natural

ourse to take place, so that he could step_into the position of power
dprivilege of leading ia. Ellﬁhai with his g||- nowing eyes, looked
de ep into the eyes of Hazael, unti] he was ashame
2:28  [lhe F!ms ot 49549"‘;‘!1‘1m weve Already A
Pact of his breodq .
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And Hazael said, "Why does m
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/ Tord weep?" Then he answered,

t you Wwill do to the Sons o0 rael:

RBecayse

WWMT"T_%FE and_their youn men__,Eou
ill kill with the sword, and their little ones you wi ash 1n
eces. and their women With child you will vip up."
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V.13

yria, Wowam gbHhe wedl !
What a tragedy, for
E|1sHa'?1xe§‘%is gaze upon him.

One is reminded of that passage in I John

, young
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great thing: n
mewm
%i”’;EﬁiISéi1hgugn%_ﬂg;ggl__gn;g;_;ng__gg;, isha knows what the Lord has re-

vealed to him about th [§rgg| and _1ts_relation 0 _Syria.
t you will be king over

v.14

Then Hazael said, "But what is your serlant who is but a do that
isha answered answered, "The Lord

Sha answers, "The Lord has shown me tha1

ook away in shame as

John 2:28 when John challenges the

believers by say1ng

"And now little ren, abide in Him, so that if He should

&ppaar, we sho e confidence and not shrink away from
shame coming."

McGee points out on this verse: :
stance he had said, 'Of course the king will be glad to hear h in
ecover; and that's what you are _going to te1i him, but you won't

i
iet him recover.'“Hazae;; Son) of qubﬂ Seiz e$ T Threne
V.15 | i

Ao,

"This_is what Elisha forsaw. Iq subf
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CONCLUSION: =il

From this particular study there are a number of lessons that we can
derive for our own personal benefit.

LESSON #1: How gracious is rd to i i lessi
upon the household o i an during the time of famine.
LESSON #2: We see God's Brov1dent1a1 dealings with the king and Gehazi
V\\\ 414 to_meet the Shunammite w needs upon return to the land after
the famine.

LESSON #3: How exceeding abundantly does the Lord provide for His own.
f.,p\ga_ 2¢ For the king also said that EE oduce of the field from the day
i1 now shall be |

that she had left the land even unti e hers.

LESSON #4: How fickle is %he heart of man when Bep-hadad in_one moment
is seeking To kill Elisha, and on another_occasion is seeking a
favor from him.

LESSON #5: A1l of the events of our lives are certainly known to the
<A @MS @wm—ds (@ Peede

LESSON #6: Elisha manifests h1s 10ve and c1:235510n for the wayward

nation of Israel throug : JWJAE‘_Q ~How o F+-

LESSON #7: How literally does the Lord fulfill t ecy in the
death of Ben-hadad, an e assumin throne by Hazael who

ecame king of Syria.

L #a  Qedue or HMAFQPLWN:{M Shunasmd e Womans escap:vd
eSS ‘
A\,\ Af,\w L’Mar' e

Lesson &’5) Thtw:ls \«"m.\o q&*w\e\
v o \ibC&- ()Jk()‘

SmQVfM Selfish vess o dbe L“*wfw\ L“C‘“"\— W Haz ﬁt’-\-
ﬁﬂ'&-—!ﬂl A u—nr'*.act’ .j,@"{t\, 40 .

* ’ g;...ﬂ.,.. LT
I eswn® Il W ﬂi?,.ﬂ. s ?
e ! ;

Lessem#lz, Tears (v éqes oF LwJ N-‘Ju.)‘
" ouy €ves ka-kf A \

e hifer Thes
hams v %ﬂﬁxa\ jq}g W

e

/ (/g} 1| Eoe uargeS’)

wovse. A= we V‘sts.-\r h&'@l“ GOA f 5 clnw:)

ln.ﬂ gsm\ t \o





