i | gameatatenilon (% v el Soblarhg bkl o |

Sent: Monday A ril 27, 2009 7:25 PM
To: Don Anderson
Subject: Son David's Prayer

Don,

Just received this from my youngest son, David, who's in the last three months of his one-year tour at Al Salem
AB, Kuwait, flying missions in the C-130 tactical transport to bases all over Irag and as far as Afghanistan and the
Horn of Africa. Col. Dave commands three C-130 squadrons. He is a committed youn n hrigf!

This is his prayer, before he starts each day.

“Father, | thank you for the new day. May | face it with courage and cheer. | pray not for an
easy life, but a useful one. Give me the wisdom to make right choices and confidence and faith
to meet the unexpected. Cleanse my heart from evil thoughts and hard feelings. Make me
strong for what | have to suffer and brave for what | have to dare. In the name of the great
Helper and Friend, my LORD and Savior, Jesus Christ.”

He makes his Mom and Pop proud!
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magine relaxing on a rubber raft

along the beach, eyes closed, soak-
ing up the sun and listening to the
G AWAY gentle crash of waves along the shore.
You don’t have a care in the world—
until you open your eyes! Suddenly
the shore is alarmingly distant.

We tend to drift like that spiritually.
It’s subtle yet shocking when we sud-
ot wi ik acéé\ denly realize how far we’ve drifted
good from God, and \ from God. The point of departure
shall we not accept begins when Satan steals our affection
adversity? —Job 2:10 | fior our loving Creator by putting a
desgitful twist on our experiences and

DRIFTI

ReAD:
Job 1:13-22

THE BiBLE IN ONE YEAR: ider Job and his wife. Both had
® 1 Kings 6-7 [

W Liske: 20:27-47 Their child¥en were dead, their fortfine
lost, and Job’s health destroyed i se

that we need more than God to be happy;
ful relationships above loyalty to God; thinking God should

deaf ear when His Word is uncomfortable.
If you’re beginning to drift, remember to stay ¢lose-te
One who is the sole source of satisfaction.
Lord, help me to stay close to Yoi
And trust You more each day,

So when the storms of life appear
I will not drift away. —Sper

To avoid drifting away from God,
stay anchored to the Rock.
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(GRACIOUS UNCERTAINTY i

i i
L “ .. it has not yet been revealed what we shall
| be...” (1 John 3:2).
By

I r ur natural inclination is to be so precise—trying

always to forecast accurately what will happen

next—that we look upon uncertainty as a bad
thing. We think that we must reach some predetermined
goal, but that is not the nature of the spiritual life. The
nature of the spiritual life is that we are certain in our
uncert’unty‘ Consequently, we do not put down roots.
Our conyhon sense says, - Well, what if [ were in that cir-
ce!” We cannot presume to see ourselves in any ||
stance in which we have never been. !
Certainty is the mark of the commonsense life— |
acious uncertainty is the mark of the spiritual life.
To be certain of God means that we are uncertain in
all our ways, not knowing what tomorrow may bring.
This is generally expressed with a sigh of sadness, but it
should be an expression of breathless expectation. We
are uncertain of the next step, but we are certain of God.
As soon as we abandon ourselves to God and do the task l
He has placed, closest to us, He begins to fill our lives
with surprises{ When we become simply a promoter or
a defender of Nparticular belief, something within us
dies. That is not W¢lieving God—it is only believing our |
belief about Him. Jedys said, “ . . unless you . . . become ||
as little children . . N (Matthew 18:3). The spiritual
life is the life of a child{We are not uncertain of God,
just uncertain of what He is going to do next. If our
certainty is only in our beliefs, we develop a sense of self-
righteousness, become overly critical, and are limited by
the view that our beliefs are complete and settled. But
when we have the right relationship with God, life is full
of spontaneous, joytul uncertainty and expectancy. Jesus
said, “ . . believe also in Me” (John 14:1), not, “Believe ||
certain things about Me.” Leave everything to Him and
it will be gloriously and graciously uncertain how He
will come in—but you can be certain that He will come.

Remain faithful to Him;_l
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6 X r Y LECTURES TO MY STUDENTS

If you ask me how you may shorten your sermons, I should say, stupy
THEM BETTER. Spend more time in the study that you may need less in
@l}’the pulpit. We are generally longest when we have least to say. A man
- with a great deal of well-prepared matter will probably not exceed forty
minutes; when he has less to say he will go on for fifty minutes, and
when he has absolutely nothing he will need an hour to say it in. Attend
to these minor things and they will help to retain attentiou

\/If you want to have the attention of your people — to have it thor-
oughly and always — /7 CAN ONLY BE ACCOMPLISHED BY THEIR BEING LED BY
THE SPIRIT OF GOD INTO AN ELEVATED AND DEVOUT STATE OF :bIINDr;:your
people are teachable, prayerful, active, earnest, devout, they will come up
to the house of God on purpose to get a blessing. They will take their
seats prayerfully, asking God to speak to them through you; they will
remain on the watch for every word, and will not weary. They will have
Qﬂ an appetite for the gospel, for they know the sweetness of the heavenly
manna, and they will be eager to gather their appointed portio

man will ever have a congregation to preach to which
own in this respect. Indeed, those with whom t reacher is most at
home are usually the best hearers for him-TIt is comparatively easy to

me to preach at the Tabernacle; people come gpn purpose to hear
something, and their ex tion helps to fulfil its %ngﬂ@r.f .
another preacherwith the same expectancy, I believe they would gener-
rsfied; though there are exceptions.

en the preacher first settles, he cannot expect that his congreg-
ation will give him that solemn, earnest attention which those obtain
who stand up like fathers among their own children, endeared to their
people by a thousand memories, and esteemed for age and experience.
Our whole life must be such as to add weight to our words, so that in /
atter years we shall be able to wield the invincible eloquence of a long- /

sustained character, and obtain, not merely the attention, but the affec- :

tionate veneration of our flock. If by our prayers and tears and labours /
our people become spiritually healthy, we need not fear that we shall

< > . = 2 /
lose their attention. A people hungering after righteousness, and a min-
[}

ister anxious to feed their souls, will act in sweetest harmony with each

other when their common theme is the Word of the Lor_cLJ i
To hev€ -
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TEXT:

v.14

STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF ELISHA
STUDY NUMBER EIGHT - II Kings 13:14-21

e m———

When Elisha became sick with the illness/of which he was to die,
Joash the king of Israel came down to hjm and wept over him and
said, "My father, my father, the charigts of Israel and its
horsemen!"

And Elisha said to him, "Take a bow apd arrows." So he took a

bow and arrows.

Then he said to the king of Israel, /'Put your hand on the bow."
And he put his hand on it, then Eligha laid his hands on the king's
hands.

And he said, "Open the window toward the east," and he opened it.
Then Elisha said, "Shoot!" And hg¢ shot. And he said, "The Lord's
arrow of victory, even the arrow /of victory over Syria; for you
shall defeat the Syrians at Aphek until you have destroyed them."
Then he said, "Take the arrows,) and he took them. And he said to
the king of Israel, "Strike the ground," and he struck it three
times and stopped.

So the man of God was angry with him and said, "You should have
struck five or six times, theén you would have struck Syria until
you would have destroyed it./ But now you shall strike Syria only
three times."

And Elisha died, and they Buried him. Now the bands of the Moabites
would invade the land in the spring of the year.

And as they were burying & man, behold, they saw a marauding band;
and they cast the man info the grave of Elisha. And when the man
touched the bones of Elisha he revived and stood up on his feet.

INTRODUCTION:

In tracing the biography of the life of Elisha, we have walked with him
from the ggrdan ijgEP when he picked up theﬂmin;lﬁ that had fallen from
his maste ; when he crossed over the River Jordan and up to the

city of iﬁﬁiﬁhﬂ; and on to Bethel; and up to ia by way of Mt.
Carmel. lle have witnesged him Decome j in his significance
as he is approached by fthe kings of Edam., and Israel, seeking
advice for their battlé against the Moabites. We haVe seen him provide
the prescription for the healing of leprosy for ! . We have wit-

nessed him caring for' a lot of persopal needs, especially those of the
prophets and the prophets' families. e have seen ﬁeﬂ ngii ;nd grosBer
his minj 0 _an @xpansion program ip the work at the seminaries.

nave witnessed Eligha’s advice to the nation during a cime of great
j?mgng, and we hayg, seen him become very unpopul because the kings

0 zm‘a and of I®¥fael both seek to take ﬁﬂe.

We come now in this 13th chapter of II Kings to the final chapter in

the 1ife of Elisha.
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\f e.l'\dfm
wHistorically, now, to get the background from the last study, deram,
&\ am on of Ahab and _- eb eigning 8 e e Oof O

\ 351 d He 1s wounded jn battle w1th the Syrians, and went back
o5 to ezregE to_be healed from the wounds which he su ered a e
ands o e Syrians. ) i

thile he is in Jezreel, recovering from hi unds, Elisha se )4 tm b
anoint Jehu to become king over Israel. ﬂkazmé

ehi -";:-"_J orobably one o most dramatic ‘. D 100y _K in ¥
T We’?’ﬁ n_many ects, but there : -b&-"""‘”

ﬁmm:m nat_were con- . \ (a

s done 11;.‘ he car - WY & e
Ut o God's PUYPose in exeeWEing judgment ouse of Ahah.
‘God had™€37d that there would be judgmen upon e houSe of ARa Jel‘oa}‘qz

and that Jezebe]z too= would also face a dramatic end.

Q\_SLG\ Jehu first te Jonam and then also, Ahaziah, the ‘Se‘wasé
. ‘&L ing of Judah, w 0 appene to be consulting with Jdewam at EHe time :
g P\” hat Jehu came to confront him. M i

Jehu then carries out the execut1on of Jezebel in II Kings chapter 9

o
f@ﬁd {7 Jehu then carries out the rest of the ]gdgment on the house of Ahab
in Jezregl, and all his great men and his kinfolks and his priests,
[ unti

e left him none remaining.
a‘mw g

\lﬁ %WM&W@W
£ pi d Baal. While it is true that Jehu slew the prophets of Baal,
'H"Ei% not T

urn to the prophets of God.

ﬂl

™Actually, when you total up the years, you come closer to about &0 "_3‘.
ears from last study to the opening of today's s ecause, as the

ded, g oram was still king. And if
e still had a coup]e of years left, Jehu reigned for 28 years, which-

ould have given |\ us 30; and J , Jehu's son, reigned for 17 years,
hich would have given us _4%; and now, Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz,

reigns a total of 16_years, and he roBaBIy"'1's just beginning his reign,
as this account in chapter 13 oﬁeﬁgf




e illness of which he was to die,
Joash the king of Israe] can own to him and wept over him an
said, "My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and 1ts

o &
2
33 Los\  -horsemen!”
You will notice that we have qu_k;ngﬁ, and gne in,
the south, that are very similar in name. In the Southern Kingdom,

ccording to chapter 13, verse 10 Joash is ruling. And in the MNorthern
Kingdom, we have Jehoash who is ruf3 ﬂcfua||y, thg_namggng%guéﬁ__
similar they could be identical. We note here in verse 14 that Jehoash
ﬁ?Wﬁﬂ%ﬁ%éﬂxtﬂ'sgﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂFTﬁE'E"

ing of Israel.

S

There comes a time when our work on earth is done, and we face a sick-
W not be healed because the Lord is preparing to

ake us _home. Such 1s the case wit 1sha.
‘Elisha has had g ® ulpinistry, and he is proba bl

SQIT!E'

L ,,lﬁ

-13. two smis., y,aiai:m d (\’Q&dewﬂ
$ wh@ is presently—reigning.

v and assoc1at1on with Elijah, and

qPof ul : er Elijah's departure,
A

A
\©

Yo

at he is(called upon by the re .
fess. b E 4 oo
—

Jehoash comes down to the home of Elisha, and it says he

he wept _over him,
The weeping here was probably not out of com assion, but because of the
fact that Wﬁﬁm upon_him as a source
of strengt uidance during their reigns. It is tough to see the
man of God

od now preparing to depart the scene, and wondering who is_going
o take his place.

4 U-{""‘g( -hough_the throne of Israel had not responded to the 1ings of

W - '-as T et hey consu]te« him often 1 for w sdom and-qu1oance in the ,
L W EETSTons WItH TFegard e war and relationships to Toreign powers often.

s \\o
“? Jehoash regarded the prophet as the chief bulwark of the nation,and the
Cﬁiifj/////’/5FU§HEET'6T‘HT§'Epeeay removal filled him with cOnsternation aﬁH SOrrow.

Thus there was a strange mingling of esteem and selfishness behind fﬁ »

tears
————

And is not that generally the case even in connection with the departure

of a loved ope. o




Let us seek so to 11 at _eyen u iSS X are

s possible for us in a guiet, unebtrus1ve manner so to
Sdorn the doctrine of God our Savior in alT TRINGe, that when we die,
many SNaltl say, Tet me 5163 the desth or THE“PFTgNtEdus, and let my last
end be 1ike his.™™Rnad men shall drop a tear and close a shutter, and

(be silent and solemn for an hour or two when they hear that the ser-
J )w vant of God is dead. They laughed at him while he lived, but they

k?ﬁé {L weep for him when he m@;ﬁ:‘_w_ﬁ% !e he was here,
’/01’ Aif ‘FTP"-'mnow he 15 go'ne", "they are aware of his value would cov

| S this earnestly, not for the honor and esteem of men, but for the
@f honor and glory of God, that even the despisers of Christ may be

compelled that there is a dignity, a respect about the walk of an
upright man.

,///Ef:SThe words of Joash are the words of Elisha when his ministry began
e t My Ta Ther, mj'T'fﬁer, the chariots of lsrael and 1Ls Hor‘semen'ii :
\wﬁ @F
g ’\ é@ These are the words tha re spoken in chapter 2, verse 12 of II Kings,
'E'ETTEEﬁ'ae arteﬂ the scene, and ElTsHa“EEgins A1s ministry. Now that—

e eve 0 i S over to him.

And Elisha said to him, "Take a bow and arrows." So he took a bow
w G&‘+ “161./\;(- A‘*C—L\GY 67u¢?man J iue Cvo"' .SO’MQL‘L

M ]133 i11 i lt ‘;'{_ hed., He's ’i  prophecy tg ngQ_,t@, &h@ﬁ"ha te H ;1'4
L king. ,,14:-_‘ sl’l 1ng_Sympa ammmw the cmnfr of
-~ \¥|5 the_king coming 1n ears ,“;, eaks his last prophecy: 'lake a
;;;\mc\ bow and arrows' he spe Jehoas ARA“AOW With this ob‘ect.19330n-f

he is goin to share with the king what 1sggoin§ to take place.

, —Lhen he said fo the king of Israel, "Put your hand on the bow."
" And he put his hand on it, then Elisha laid his hands on the king's

o
¢  After he takes the _bow
his hand on the bow

; ﬁr I hands. hen ETisha
‘)x‘\ -m And he said, "Open the window toward the east," and he opened it

< Ihgn Elisha said. "shoot!" And he shot. And he said. "The lord's
Se\ arrow of victory, even the arrow of victory over Svria: for vou.
Y shall defeat the Svrians at Aphek until vou have destroved them,”
A

ET1sh akes it ite clear
nd as the 1ng ’Fo|iows E|1sﬁais oraers""

sh o', tre wcrds o“E11s a are: "Thé ord's arrow of victor' even the

~ TE\ “l(mcl 6(,— O“uﬂevs. A Ae '

35\.\_ @ FCG-‘LLQJ’ “Fgf’—'lu‘c,_‘-
il @ Bt—- "lCl' Y‘_’;,b_,\ %Q_L lA our Medther } ;
(B Taday, You will TR Me i The pavadisie
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¢ Having shot the L 1isha asks the king to
Fkrvcw“ ‘;e ake the remaining arrows and to strike the ground.

U'\ LWV\

\\aAﬂ’He only strikes the ground three times and then he stops.

tﬁ“’u %k‘ McGee points out the fact that "because he didn't have the
l« m7 aith that God would give hi iverance, d a t caused him"
Qﬁf 0 qul any wonderful projects for God never come to fruition, are
(3(§w¢1 ﬂEVéF'E&ecuted because a child of God meets opposition or discouragement.

He gives up and says, The project is not in God's will. That is the
///,/’//’ attitude of Joash. He smote only three times. He is saying by this,
I don t think God wi Today I see so much soft faith.
s s1t on the sidelines and engage in i

wishfyl thinking. They say,
I want to do something for God. And the next time I see them they
are still sitting there.

God expects you to get on the move for Him.

b o5/~ 1f you believe God can us us a ver
"~ u m! +pr'ac Tcal 16s50n Nere." T Ticeld 4-@«% Guce Hnd r-’rﬁ 'j b Werk. "—rﬁ‘,,ﬁﬁ Tap

o Because his heart isn't in he t _goes tap, tap, tap on the “Am[ Ye . SUA® :
et : R8I % INH- First oo domt Suceaed fourtre Abont ve, <€ Me ¢ [id
= : " W U-‘L% Y &t
.J} i and You should have it 2
F%*é‘.. uﬁ\\_ ] i i i y E%ﬂ-mwa»(#q
- W7 \ef® ¢ theee times," Qoo hizask
Wk > iS'g
UCRﬁt* \s
f?\ﬂy“‘ s i i ou Wou ave struck
‘4\4X¢“9 ria until you wou ave estro ed 1t. But now you shall strike . 'xtﬂﬂ'
hund Tee_times. “ 8 Pusts™5
2 \;+’ ,Pjnk‘paﬁnﬁﬁfaurr lost Christians azamu{.lﬂtmﬂe from God ask 1itt1e W
pe\‘s‘sl’wM
ok’
Ao
ys e
F\lf' ~ s
g+ s
O [ i
’u)w % *M [/ 'i_ 28 y
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-« The curtain now drops on the long and itful career o isha the
prophet. H departure 1s oﬁi'mm'ﬂ 0 1Jjah. e de-
W \,.,av« parture of each and the way of that departure, ' hat
deparcure 1s in the hands of the Lord,
& u,a_s
¥£‘ The Moabites once again come north to invade the land of Israel in
bguﬁ’ ) |, the spring of the year.
\M
fT?LE" E’ ¥.2l i behold, they saw a maraudi
a 2 qrave_of Elisha. And when
Wy

as a prop e ) the nation Israel.

Pink points out "Behold, here once more the sovereignty of God. He
honored Elijah at his departure from this world, but Elisha in a different
way afterward. Was the Lord's sea] upon H1s servant s mission. It in-

| - dicated that the Lo is God after

,,////l gf’ ré be wroug T or' srael in response to his prayers, and as the result
Sén of his Tabors. Thus to the end m1rac]es are connected with the mission

C of Elisha." - quees Like |

P, G Lessons

There are a number of lessons that we can gather from this last study:

LESSON #1: i in His hands. So let us number our days and
apply our hear i

LESSON #2: God is still using His prophet to convey a message to the
king of Israel while he is on his deathbed.

LESSON #3: Matthew 9:29 "According to your faith be it unto you."

LESSON #4: Elisha is upset with the king for_his lack of confidence
in God's ability to_gjve im the victory.

LESSON #5: The time and place of our departure to be with the Lord is
in His Ste




One reason we’re left here on earth
and not taken to heaven imme-
diately after trusting in Christ for sal-
vation is that God has work for us to
do. “Man is immortal,” Augustine
said, “until his work is done.”

The time of our death is not deter-

OuRr HANDS

READ: mined by anyone or anything here on
Psalm 112 earth. That decision is made in the
councils of heaven. When we have
done all that God has in mind for us to

The righteous will do, then and only then will He take us
be in everlasting - home—and not one second before. As
remembrance.

Paul put it, “David, after he had served

—P 112 : ” :
SR 1A his own generation by the will of God,
fell asleep” (Acts 13:36).
P Gt P In the meantime, until God takes us
W 1 Kings 12-13 home, there’s plenty to do. “I must

™ Luke 22:1-20 work the works of Him who sent Me

while it is day,” Jesus said. “Night is coming when no one
can work” (John 9:4). Night is coming when we will once
for all close our eyes on this world, or our Lord will return
to take us to be with Him. Each day brings that time a little
closer. .

As long as we have the light of day, we must work—not
to conquer, acquire, accumulate, and retire, but to make vis-
ible the invisible Christ by touching people with His love.
We can then be confident that our “labor is not in vain in the
Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). —David Roper

If you rely upon God’s strength
And live a life that’s true,
Then what you do in Jesus’ name
Will be His work through you. —D. De Haan

In God’s eyes, true greatness is serving others.
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238 So Send I You

E. Margaret Clarkson John W. Peterson
S oo W e T
= g
1.Sosend I vyou to la-bor un-re - ward - ed, To serve un-
2.5 send I you to bind the bruised and bro-ken, o‘er wan-d'ring
3 send I you to lone-li-ness and long-ing, With heart a-
4. Sosend I you to leave your life’'s am - bi - tion, To die to
5. 50 send I you to hearts made hard by ha-tred, To eyes made
b — '

A | i = 'S
il
paid, un-loved, un-sought, un-known, To bear re-buke, to suf-fer
souls to work , to weep, to wake, To bear the bur-dens of a
hung - 'ring for the loved and known, For-sak-ing home and Kkin-dred,
dear de - sire, self - will re - sign, To la - bor long and love where
blind be-cause they will not see, To spend, tho' it be blood, to
- o bp o | AAN . » o
L o 1 i i E g s % e
4_ ; i TII I'T i 'l'l lrl Vi
A | . R 4 A R it D'Cl
; z 1 _dl ;l [.4 . ,1,.
o .

scorn and scoffing; So send I you to toil for me a-lone.
world a-wea-ry; Sosend I vyou to suf-fer for My sake.
friend and dear one; So send I vyou to know My love a-lone.
men re - vile you; So send I vyou to lose your life in Mine.
spend and spare not; So send I you to taste of Cal - va -
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“As the Fa-ther hath sent Me, so send I vyou.”

y.
9 _ J.J>,I. - -
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