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---- 1.- · . ..... - ... '='-----· .......... '"'"'J 

Sent: Monday, April 27, 2009 7:25 PM 

To: Don Anderson 

Subject: Son David's Prayer i 

Don, 

Just received this from my youngest son, David, who's in the last three months of his one-year tour at Al Sa lem 
AB Kuwait flying missions in the C-130 tactical transport to bases all over Iraq and as far as Afghanistan and the 
Horn of Africa. Col Dave commands three C-130 s uadrons. He is a committed oun hn 1 

This is his prayer. before he starts each day. 

"Father, I thank you for the new day. May I face it with courage and cheer. I pray not for an 
easy life, but a useful one. Give me the wisdom to make right choices and confidence and faith 
to meet the unexpected. Cleanse my heart from evil thoughts and hard feelings. Make me 
strong for what I have to suffer and brave for what I have to dare. In the name of the great 
Helper and Friend, my LORD and Savior, Jesus Christ. " 

~· -

4/28/2009 
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READ: 
Job 1 :13-22 

------"""-- • 
Shall we indeed acce 1 
good from God, and 
shall we not accept 
adversity? -Job 2:10 

THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: 

• 1 Kings 6-7 

I magine relaxing on a rubber raft 
along the beach, eyes closed, soak­

ing up the sun and listening to the 
gentle crash of waves along the shore. 
You don't have a care in the world­
until you open your eyes! Suddenly 
the shore is alarmingly distant. 

We tend to drift like that spiritually. 
It's subtle yet shocking when we sud-
denly realize how far we've drifted 
from God. The point of departure 

egins when Satan steals our affection 
r our loving Creator by putting a 

de itful twist on our experiences and 
cau · g us to suspect God instead o 
trust · . 

ons er o and his wife. Both h d 
plenty o easons to be mad at G d. 

• Luke 20:27-47 Their chil n were dead, their fo 
lost, and Job's health destroyed. · s wife told him, " 
God and die!" But Job replied, "Sh we indeed accept 
from God, and ... not accept adversi ?"(Job 2:9-10). 

There are many attitudes that can se us adrift: be ieving 
that we need more than God to be happy, lacing aning­
ful relationships above loyalty to God; thi · ng Go should 
live up to our expectations; resisting His rep ofs; 
deaf ear when His Word is uncomfortable. 

If you 're beginning to drift, remember to st(Ul~OM~IJ 

One who is the sole source of satisfaction. 
Lord, help me to stay close to 

And trust You more each day, 
So when the storms of life appear 

I will not drift away. -Sper 

To avoid drifting away from God, 
stay anchored to the Rock. 
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fl! f--- -----C-h..---a_m_b-#-~-r.s-----1: . ~1'.\ 
111 I I GRACIOUS UNCERTAINTY ii 
~i ;----------------1 L 
rt--i. ·, L-1 rr, ', I: I " ••• it has not yet been revealed what we shall 

: i 
1

, be ... " (1 John 3:2). i\ 

~ 11 

b" ur natural inclination is to be so precise-trying 1 

1 
always to forecast accurately what will happen I 

f , I , 1 b d I "I!' next-t 1at we look upon uncertainty as a a 
~ thin.g. We think that we must reach some predetermined 
' " 1· ' goal, but that is not the nature of the spiritual life. The 

nature of the spiritual life is that we are certain in our ' 
I uncertainty{ Consequently, we do not put down roots. 
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Our con}itiQn sense says, "Well, what if I were in that cir, 
cumst ce?" We cannot presume to see ourselves in any 

1stance in which we have never b~en. 
Certainty is the mark of the commonsense life­

acious uncertainty is the mark of the spiritual life. 
To be certain of God means that we are uncertain in 
all our ways, not knowing what tomorrow may bring. 
This is generally expressed with a sigh of sadness, but it 
should be an expression of breathless expectation. We 
are uncertain of the next step, but we are certain of God . 
As soon as we abandon ourselves to God and do the task 

1 

He has placed closest to us, He begins to fill our lives 
with surprises When we become simply a promoter or 
a defender CJ articular belief, something within us 
dies. That is not lieving God-it is only believing our 
belief about Him. Je s said, " .. . unless you . .. become 
as little children . . . ' Matthew 18:3). The spiritual 
life is the life of a child. We are not uncertain of God, 
just uncertain of what Re is going to do next. If our , 
certainty is only in ou r beliefs, we develop a sense of self­
righteousness, become overly critical, and are limited by 
the view that our beliefs are complete and settled. But 
when we haYe the right relationship with God, life is full 
of spontanel'1us. joyful uncertainty and expectancy. Jesus 
said, " ... believe also in Me" (John 14:1), not, "Believe 1 

certain things about Me.'' Leave everything to Him and 
1 it will be gl1)riously and graciously uncertain how He 

\~till come in-but you can be certain that He will comt'. 
Remain faithful to Hin~ 
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LECTURES TO MY STUDENTS 

\ ·~f you ask me how you may shorten your sermons, I should say, STUDY f!!ttl 

THEM BETTER. Spend more time in the study that you may need less in 
17).Pthe pulpit. We are generally longest when we have least to say. A man 

' with a great deal of well-prepared matter will probably not exceed forty 
minutes; when he has less to say he will go on for fifty minutes, and 
when he has absolutely nothing he will need an hour to say it in. Attend 
to these minor things and they will help to retain attentio~ 

Jif you want to have the attention of your people - to have it thor­
oughly and always - IT CJ\' ONI.Y BF. IICCOMPUSHED RY THEIR BEINfi-!!-D BY 

THE SPIRIT OF Gnn INTO AN ELFr/ITF.D AN[) DE/"OUT ST.r!TE OF il,fIJ\.D\ If your 
people are teachable, prayerful, active, earnest, devout, they will come UJ? 
to the house of God on purpose to get a blessing. They will take their 
seats prayerfully, asking God to speak to them through you; they will 

<'\ remain on the watch for every word, and will not weary. They will have 

4- ~ an appetite for the gospel, for they know the sweetness of the heavenly 

~ manna, and they will be eager to gather their appointed portio No 
man will ever have a congregation to preach to which 
own in this respect. Indeed, those with whom t reacher is most at 
home are usually the best hearers for h' . t is comparatively easy to 

me to preach at the Tabernacle· people com~ purpose to hear 
something, and their ex t1on helps to fulfil its [f they~--.. 
another preache · the same expectancy, I believ ~uld gener- ~ 
ally be s · ed; though there are exceptions. 

\ en the preacher first settles, he cannot expect that his congreg­
ation will give him that solemn, earnest attention which those obtain 
who stand up like fathers among their own children, endeared to their 
people by a thousand memories, and esteemed fo age and experience. 
Our whole life must be such as to add weight to our words, so that in / 
after years we shall be able to wield the invincible eloquence of a long- / 

sustained character, and obtain, not merely the attention, but the affec­

tionate veneration of our flock. If by our prayers and tears and labours 
our people become spiritually healthy, we need not fear that we shall I 
lo. e their attention. A people hungering after righteousness, and a min- / 
ister an.xious to feed their soul~, will act in sweetest harmony wit~ each .J 
other when their common theme is the Word of the Lo~ ~ _ j 

<lt> h~·-re . 
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STUDIES Ill THE LIFE OF ELISHA 

STUDY NUMBER EIGHT - II Kings 13:14-21 

TEXT: 

v.14 Uhen Elisha became sick with the illness of which he was to die, 
Joash the king of Israel came down to h m and wept over him and 
said, "My father, my father, the chari s of Israel and its 
horsemen!" 

v.15 And Elisha said to him, "Take a bow arrows." So he took a 
bow and arrows. 

v.16 Then he said to the king of Israel, Put your hand on the bow." 
And he put his hand on it, then Eli ha laid his hands on the king's 
hands. 

v. 17 And he said, "Open the window tow d the east," and he opened it. 
Then Elisha said, "Shoot!" And h shot. And he said, "The Lord's 
arrow of victory, even the arrow of victory over Syria; for you 
shall defeat the Syrians at Aph until you have destroyed ther.i. 11 

v. 18 Then he said, "Take the arrovJs, and he took them. And he said to 
the king of Israel, "Strike th ground," and he struck it three 
times and stopped. 

v.19 So the man of God was angry V·J th him and said, "You should have 
struck five or six times, th n you would have struck Syria until 
you would have destroyed it But now you shall strike Syria only 
three times." 

v.20 And Elisha died, and they uried him. Now the bands of the Moabites 
would invade the land in e spring of the year. 

v.21 And as they were burying man, behold, they saw a marauding band; 
and they cast the man in o the grave of Elisha. And when the man 
touched the bones of El· ha he revived and stood up on his feet. 

INTRODUCTION: 

In tracing the biography o the life of Elisha, we have walked with him 
f~orn the tfrdan ~jyeh . wh n he picked up the ~ggtl5 that had fallen from 
his maste €115a ; w en crossed over the lftver ordan and up to the 
city of J er j ~bp ; and on o .ll!ill!J:l ; and up to ~~~ir by way of Mt. 
Carmel. deave witnes ed ~come jp£rrpg in his significance 
as he is approached by he kings of ~' ~ an Israel, seeking 
advice for their battl against the Moabites. He ha~ seen him provide 
the prescription for he healing of leprosy for Naamili} . \~e have wit­
nessed him caring fo a lot of ~ersonal needs, es pecially those of the 
p~oph~t~ and the pro hets'. fami ies .. we have seen ~~~ bles ~ Qnd prosger 
his mm ansion ro ran /Or at e se in es. e 
ave wi nessed i e nation urin ime o gre t 

1,W!n)· and we h very unkoTular because the kings 
o ria and of I take h1 i t e. 

We come now in this 13th chapter of II Kings to the final chapter in 
the life of Eli sha. 
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fl ha lo rl 

A hW"·" -~tn'U.~ -jekc..t 
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Je~oa~4 i. 
jJoas '1 
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sick with the illness of which he was to 

~~ot 
)O°'!. 

my father , the chariots o 

You wi ll notice that we have 1wo kjpq§ , one jg the pgr~h and one in_ 
the south, that are very simi ar in name := In the Sout ern Kfogdom, 
accordi ng to chapter 13, verse 10 Joa sh is rul i nq. And in the florthern 
Kingdom, we have Jehoash who is ruling, Ac t ua lly, the oawes are so 
similar they coul d be iden t ica l . Ne note here in verse 14 that Jehoash 
is referred ta a~ Jb&sn the king of Israel. 

There comes a time when our work on earth is done, and we face a sick­
neRs trow wn 1cb we ' I I nag be healed because tne tord is Preparing t o 
ta e us ome. Such is t e case wi t h Eli sha. 

e had not 
him often 

And is not that qenerally the case even in connection with the departure 
of a 1 oyed gne. -
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Then he sai d t g the kj nq of Israel, "Put your hand on the bov1. 11 

And he put his hand on it, then Elisha laid his hands on the king's 
.hands. 
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f v. rnJ Then be sa j d. "Take the arrows." and be took them. --_J_ to the kj ng of Israel. 11 Strj ke the groynd. 11 and be 
three times and stopped. 

And he said 
struck it 

the king to 
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The Moabites once again come north to invade the land of Israel in 
the spring of the year. 

v.21 man behold the saw a maraudin 
band; and they cast the man j nto the grave of Elisha. And when 
the ma n trn1che d the bopes of El jsha he revived and stood up on 

. b j s feet 1 

Even in death, Elisha was a mi racle-working individual . What a tremen­
dou§ t gweh ~f s tr~nath; He nas~een tfi rougfi the long t enure of his service 
as a prop e tote nation Israel. 

Pink points out "Behold, here once more the sovereignty of God. He 
honored Elijah at his departure from this world, but Elisha in a different 
way afterward. Was the Lord's seal upon Hi s servant' s miss ion. It in-
dicated that the Lord was his God after death as w 11 before; and 

_....---thus furnishe ev1 ence o t e l ou an he fin j l 
_/. resurrection of the body. It was an intimation t at other miracles wou d 
~ -- ·"~ yet be wrought for Israel in response to his prayers, and as the result 
S eci \ ~ of his labors. Thus to the end, mirac l es are connected \'lith the mission 
~ of Elisha." ~+ad-~( J~c.1'1 ctv-:.s+. 9 ' v-eJ l,ft-. !1 

~· fl!'."""''\t CONCLUSION: q J..e§S()f?.J 
There are a number of lessons that 'tie can gather from this last study: 

LESSON #1: Our t jmes are j n Hi L hands. So 1 et us number our days and 
appl y our hear ts to w·sdom . 

LESSON #2: ro het to convey a message to the 
king o srae 

LE SSON #3: Matthew 9:29 "According to your faith be it unto you. 11 

LE SSON #4: Elisha is UP.Set with the king for hi s lack of confidence 
in God 1s ab1 lity to ive him t fi e victory. 

LESSON #5: The time and__p lace of our deJlarture to be v1ith the Lord is 
in Hi s hands . .. 
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May2 
Saturday 

;fHE WORK OF. 
OUR HANDS . 

READ: 

Psalm 112 

The righteous will 
be in everlasting 
remembrance. 
-Psalm 112:6 

One reason we 're left here on earth 
and not taken to heaven imme­

diately after trusting in Christ for sal­
vation is that God has work for us to 
do. "Man is immortal," Augustine 
said, "until his work is done." 

The time of ou death is not deter­
mined by anyone or anything here on 
earth. That decision is made in the 
councils of heaven. When we have 
done all that God has in mind for us to 
do, then and only then will He take us 
home-and not one second before. As 
Paul put it, "David, after he had served 
his own generation by the will of God, 
fell asleep" (Acts 13:36). 

THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: 

• 1 Kings 12-13 
• Luke 22:1-20 

In the meantime, until God takes us 
home, there's plenty to do. "I must 
work the works of Him who sent Me 

while it is day," Jesus said. "Night is coming when no one 
can work" (John 9:4). Night is coming when we will once 
for all close our eyes on this world, or our Lord will return 
to take us to be with Him. Each day brings that time a little 
closer. 

As long as we have the light of day, we must work-not 
to conquer, acquire, accumulate, and retire, but to make vis­
ible the invisible Christ by touching people with His love. 
We can then be confident that our "labor is not in vain in the 
Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58). - David Roper 

If you rely upon God's strength 
And live a life that's true, 

Then what you do in Jesus' name 
Will be His work through you. - D. De Haan 

In God's eyes, true greatness is serving others. 
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LESSON #6: The
1
seal of approval upon Elisha's mtnistry is seen in the 

resurrect1 ?nJ?f the Moabitish r.ian. Even as the seal of ape.rovai 
f;~~ ~~~ ~~~rry_Qf Jesus Christ is seen in h1s own resurrect ion 

Le.s.so-n it? uses f/1:.S S<-ir-Pev-1~7 As /lVl e)fpo-v-14 v"_+I 
Fo-y s~i<"\J 1c.e r~+k,..,.. ~~ -se, ~- p :+-~ r 

~ (,_L_ k?_>_J_0"1-_1_tl_g) Pu d u-e i-J , ~ P /14, l{ Y1 ~- , l l./c -/-ell s '1 <"'" 
__., .} o S--l-01 I CU o-.r, / 5 ~ ~ . 

fevsr~~ u.Jhd.1- a. ~J !J. 

- l ),R >'>on #- 1 { I as I- !4 tr- /J7 •-> ;::- t,.,,. f,,..., 1-a,,, /- . 

r> .. ,,1. s !Ytnt t . I h.1 J : , z -r v 
R~ '-f Psfe, J "''J Vo~ hr.,.f/ J"-'-1 // 
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238 So Send I You 

E. Margaret Clarkson John W. Peterson 

t . So send I you to la · bor un · re · ward · ed., To serve un · 
2. So send I you to bind the bruised and bro · ken, o'er wan-d'rlng 
3. So send I you to lone · ll · ness and long· Ing, With heart a -
4. So send I you to leave your life's am· bl· tlon, To die to 
5. So send I you to hearts made hard by ha · tred, To eyes made . 

paid, un-loved, un-sought, un-known, 
souls to work , to weep, to wake, 
hung · 'ring for the loved and known, 
dear de · sire, self · wlll re · sign, 
blind be-cause they will not see, 

b 

scorn and scott-lng; So send I you 
world a · wea · ry; So send I you 
f rlend and dear one; So send I you 
men re · vile you; So send I you 

spend and spare not; So send I ·you 

To bear re · buke, to suf - fer 
To bear the bur· dens of a 
For-sak·lng home and kln-dred, 
To la · bor long and love where 
To spend, tho' It be blood, to 

to toll for me a - lone. 
to suf · fer for My sake. 
to know My love a · lone. 
to lose your life In Mine. 
to taste ol Cal · va · 

ry. "As the Fa · ther hath sent Me, so send I you." 

1. 1> 




