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GOD_WANTS A RELATIONSHIP, NOT A PERFORMANCE © QcmA $o dadi.

ROMANS. 5, 6, 7, 8

In_approaching our studx of the book of Romans, we find that we are
hitting the greatest of a e _doctrinal Epistles that came from the

pen of the Apostle Paul.

Volumes_ and volumes have been written to express the meaning of these
verses and the depths to which the Apostle goes in filling out the
fundamentals of Christian experience is phenomenal.

It was here through the stqu of these passages that Mﬁ_;;g_Lu;her
fired with the concept that'the just shall live by faith,’and as a

result this phrase formed the battle cry for_the reformat1on.

Paul was in the when he received word

at quite a number of his converts from

other cities had moved t
|.ovne Rome _on business and they had gathered together and founded a €
4&,t ere and naturally they considered th as their spititual

leader. g, C.s-l-q' Washong btm D0, 6F he b“"-\.

Paul has not visited this cit¥ of Rome as vet, this is something future
in the Father's plan for his life, but there are many things that he
needs to write to them about.

When one approaches the Epistle it is easy to discern the objectives in
writing. They are three in_number;

(::) To present the fundamental doctrine of salvation in chapters 1 to 8

(::) To exp1a1n the resent situation with regard to the nation I

(::) To have a discourse of practical Christian 1iving, chapters 12 - 16.

We can then say that chapter—one—thyg i inall chapters,
- n1ne_through o APe C g

&51"5 e

Ibe key to understanding the entire Epistle is _in Romaps 1:16 and 17.

v.16 For I am not ashamed of the Gospel for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek.

v.17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith
= as it is written, But the righteous man shall live by faith.

"
" The righteousness of God is the key phrase to the entire epistle.

Paul says he is not ashamed of the Gospe] of Christ, and then characterizes

this Gospel with the next two phrases giving us his reason for not being

ashamed:

C:) This Gospel is the power of God unto salvation.
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(:::) The righteousness of God is revealed in it from faith unto faith.
T35 a righ

teousness springing from Taith and not ngm any human

"~ merit or works.

vef- We would thus conclude that Paul has reference here to_a righteousnpess
which has its origin in God and i1s received on the basis of faith.

S&f.q“ Hodge "That righteousness of which God is the author, which is of
1L 2 avaii before God, which meets and secures His approval."
B %ﬁggkg, "That ri ous i ther requires, the ecame,
\co*A e Holy Spirit convinces of, and faith secures,"”

/W

&S5 Moorehead, "The sum total of all that God commands demands, approves,

€}<Q:§ and Timeel f provides."
/

GP‘,. Isaiah 64:6 "For all of us have become 1ike one who is unclean, and all
/ ez our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment. And all of
us wither 1ike a leaf and our iniquities 1ike the wind take
us away."

The Apostle begins then with verse 18 down to chapter 3 and verse 20 to
lg|g»3:5° point up the unTversal need for this righteousness which God has provided
z::::::::on the basis OT Tailth. It 1s needed by Jew and Gentile alike and when
~ we come to the end of the section at chapter 3 and verse 19 we read,
(E?f”fht "Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under
N\“Sl' the law, that every mouth may be closed and all the world may become

eeA ~v¥ accountable to God, because by the works of the law no flesh will be
F‘ 0 déf.PustTﬁed in His s1ght For through the law comes the knowledge of sin."

BN QND The Apostle then in verses 2 C i 323
U\ ith i S ist; "But now apart g
rom the law, the righteousness of God has been manifested, being
;i;;; witnessed by the law and the prophets. Even the righteousness of God

through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe, for there is no
distinction for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Being
justified by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus
whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith.
This was to demostrate His righteousness, because in the forebearance of
God, He passed over the sins previously committed for the demonstration

I say of His righteousness at the present time that He might be just

and a justifier of one who has faith in Jesus."

This brings us to these great chapters that are now under consideration:
Romans 5, 6, 7, and 8.
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From cha 5 through chapter 8 Apostle Paul is going to establish
the ituation unaer race for those who stand ac u1€£ed EEIEEE Eod
BZ ?aiwn' He 1s going to argue that they are noi onii forgiven, but
rought to a radically new re1at10nshiB of life_and righteousness before
God to_the grace which s in Christ. Paul 1s going to speak o e twin

moral problems | of continued sin in the Christian's 1ife in chapter 6
and the end of the Hom{naggg g? the law for those who are in Christ 1n

chapter.Z, and finally he 1s going to expound the main principles of this

new 1i in the Spirit as the counterpart of the old way of 1ife under the
aw 1n chap: n his final hymn of victory, Paul will sing his heart
out in adoration to the unqualified faithfulness of God from which nothing

can ever separate us.

These four cha i ivi i ifi ievers

or of _men wh w. The rich inheritance both now and in
ach chapter concentrates on one of them:

(1) Peace with God in chapten:::)

(2) Union with Christ, chapter(6)

(3) Freedom from the Taw, chapter(:)

(4) Life in the spirit, chapte

B e T —

We shall examine each of these in turn as we discuss the subject, God wants
a relationship, not a performance.

These are without a doubt among the greatest and most glorious chapters of
the whole New Testament. They Eortrax our Christian Erivi]edge, the privi-
ledges of ghgsg whom God has made new, those whom He has justified, that is
declared righteous and aeccepted in Christ. The earlier chapters of the
Epistle are devoted to the need and the way of justification. They are
concerned to make it plain that all men are sinners under the just judgement
of God and can be justified solely through the redemption which is in

Christ Jesus, by grace alone through faith alone. Now at this point, having
set forth the need and explained the way of justification, Paul goes on to
describe its fruits and results of justification of 1ife of Sonship and
obedience of earth and a glorious hereafter in Heaven.

When the Apostle announced his great theme, the righteousness of God.from

faith to faith, Paul added from Habakkuk, "the righteous shall live by faith."
From 3:21 to the end of chapter & he describes and illustrates this faith

and its righteousness. Now in chapters 5 to 8 he describes the life that
results. "He who by grace 1s led through the golden portal of faith, God's
eclaration of ri Eteousness descending upon E1m'§§ hie enters, thereb =
passes into the divine City of Life," and Paul now leads all of us through

wonderful city and sho es of this bTessed life. It
5 all ours by Justification through faith.

—

Will this new method of salvation really last? Will it continue to the end?
s 1t safe for all the varied and complex _needs 0O ? a

S ently strong to stand t ar and tear of human %

_even it 1t saves at the commencement, will it continue to save inithe future?
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The answer to this is given in the chapters before us.

Chosen not for good in me,
wakened up from wrath to flee.
Hidden in the Saviour's side,
By the Spirit, sanctified.
Teach me Lord on earth to show
By m@ love how much I owe.



STUDY NUMBER ONE

THE RESULTS OF A RELATIONSHIP

v. 1 Therefore having been made right by faith, we are having peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

v. 2 Through whom also we have obtained our introduction (entree)
by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we are rejoicing
(exulting, glorying) in hope of the glory of God.

v. 3 And not only this, but we also are rejoicing (exulting, glorying)

in our tribulations; knowing that this tribulation is producing

endurance;

And this endurance, character; and this character, hope;

And this hope does not disappiont; because the love of God has been

poured in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

v. 6 For when we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for
the godless.

v. 7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the
good man someone would even dare to die.

v. 8 But God is demonstrating his own love to us, because while we were
yet sinner, Christ died for us.

v. 9 Much more therefore, having been justified now by His blood, we shall
be saved through Him from the wrath.

v.10 For if whilebeing enemies we were reconciled to God through the death
of His Son, much more having been reconciled we shall be saved by His
life.

v.11 And not only this, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

V.
V.

o B

INTRODUCTION

In the first four chapters of the Epistle, the Apostle has been pointing
up_the universal need for a righteousness that would make 1T possibie TOr
a relationship with God. i
’_

Ma it 3 Father's desire that we perform for Him and the
ford emphasizes _over apd.over again The fact that God 1ongs Tor a relation-

ship with us.

This was Hi
and lTonged for_a

i i i i e cre man because He was lonely.
relationship with someone that man was originally Credtec.

This relationship was broken in Genesis chaeter 3 and_yerse 8:

V. 8 And they heard the sound of the Lor od walking in the garden in
the cool of the day and the man and his wife hid themselves from
the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden, and
the Lord God called to the man and said to him, "Where are you?"
nnd he said t&"I heard the sound of thee in the garden and I was
afraid because I was naked so I hid myself."

1f someone is_desirous of i relationship with someone, it is i
Ty not going to just happen by hoping it into existence. For instance,
you cannot use the EEIEEHone once a week and expect a relationship to deve-

Top.
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Remembering Another Side of Coach John Wooden

John Wooden, the greatest college basketball coach ever—maybe the greatest coach period—
died on Friday, June 4, 2010. Over on the Between Two Worlds blog, Justin Taylor pointed out

a touching video about Wooden's devotion to his wife, who preceded him in death by 25 years.
Every day that followed her death, Wooden wrote her a love letter out of continued thanksgiving
for their life together. A beautiful look at love, marriage, dedication, etc. q 1285 leters f

Loving Your Dog More Than Your Spouse

One of the recent top stories on NewYorkTimes.com was a look at what pets can teach us
about marriage. When I read the headline, I rolled my eyes. Then I read the story ... and I still
rolled my. Still, this one is worth a look because it strikes at something alarming yet true:
there are a lot of people out there who show more unconditional love to their cat, dog, bird, or
ferret than they do their husband or wife. You could probably stretch this one to show that
there are a lot of people out there who show more unconditional love to their pet than a lot of
folks, including friends, coworkers, strangers, people in need, the /ost.

The No-Good Nature of Evolution

Powerful thoughts by Tim Stafford on how bankrupt many forms of evolution are. I found this
one via Culture Making, which excerpts one of the best slices from Stafford's piece: "In the
story of evolution as we know it, there is no Eden. The world was never peaceful and perfect,
free from death and pain. Rather the upward curve has been constant and gradual, always
accompanied by death, which culls those creatures less than fit for survival.”

Living in a Land Littered with Landmines

Just recently, three people were killed and six were injured when a World War II-era bomb
blew up in central Germany. Stories like these make their way into the news quite often, and
this stirring piece from Christianity Today shows us how to reflect on these stories in a
meaningful, biblical way.

A Sneaky Little Résumeé

Have you heard about "white fonting"? I hadn't until I read this AOL.com story about the
practice. Because of the current economic state of our nation, companies are inundated with
résumés every time they post a job opening. To help them separate the wheat from the chaff,
they use an Applicant Tracking System. An ATS looks for certain keywords in a résumé that
best show whether or not an applicant's skills, abilities, and experiences matches the job in
play. Well, folks have figured out a way to manipulate that system. It's called white fonting. In
the white spaces on their resume, they add keywords in a white font so they can be picked up
by the ATS but not by a human being. File this one away as a good look at the lengths to which
we'll go to be accepted, look better, get a foot in the door, get ahead, etc. It's also a good look
at issues regarding honesty and deceit, especially in the workplace. (It's interesting how in all
the reasons listed as to why this practice is bad, the article never discusses issues of honesty!)

http://www preachingtoday.com/illustrations/article_print.html?1d=88043 6/12/2010
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Nor can you e ionshi something of i nature
b e h once a week.
ﬁ@gﬂjﬁfﬁa A relationship is a lot like a arden. You have to take care of it, Eou
et ave to : . It involves watering and weeding and be1ng sensttive

?W\ 3%;3 to the needs in order 6 produce a qood crop.
— With this fifth it marks a turning point in . Paul can now
gssume the reader Eas accé5EETTﬁE'ETUUMEHT'?EF'HU§%$$?§§tion by faith
and proce 0 spell out the g%;ications of this new relationship of
grac@_LE'—"'ﬁ‘-‘—rMs_rﬁLﬂe TSTIT1ed ones —TOeXehT TodTe Tree S iTe o
righteousness._also means to except a new Lordship ovéF'fﬁE'TT?ETg'Cﬁﬁpters
: r——

5 through 8 deal with the nafure and effects of th adica ew

-

5: //;;7' v. 1| Therefore having been made right by faith, we are having peace with
A;:;‘$g¢' ' God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
|
E\\ 2:84 The first phrase in this verse summarizes the ers.
Pn- &Y "Therefore having been made right Bx Taith." This is the single condition
\ohn 2tle of salvation, "by faith." "The just shall Tive by faith."

"
" We are having peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

~ Paul wants to emphasize that all that we have is o in Jesus Christ.
it 15“thrgugh our Lord Jesus Christ? by Talth we are maEl r1'gﬁt with God.
ATl of these blessings that are ours cannot be obtained apart from Him,
at any man who thinks he knows God or 1s blessed by God except in and

through our Lord Jesus Christ is deluding and fooling himself. There is no
oiﬁef way. He. 1S the onlz way.
The first thing that Paul mentions in verse 1 that is onsequence of this

:]:, new relationship that is ours_through Jesus Christ is'w ing_peace
wiiﬁ EEE:

E—————

( = B
4The first thing mentioned is that'all who are made right by faith have peace
ef1h1th 00 rough our Lord Jesus Christ. Peace was made in the blood o 3

'A-“MKK Cross. He who died Tor our sins 1s our peace. His greeting to the assembTed
qi)““ f1'disc1p1es e ay was "Peace be unto you." And then He

\)’Eﬁ showed them His hands, then His side, and again He said, "Peace be unto you."
\)VQ This peace with God we have as believers in Christ. It is settled for ever

and can never be disturbed. Sometimes Christians asked others if they made
their with God. They mean by it, turning away from sin, ﬁEEEE%EEEES‘
conversion, surEEﬁHér, and so forth, as 7T those actions Trom our side
; could make peace with God. “This 18 incorrect and the reason why so many
\éLgﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ—proffgssing Christians lack the assurance that they have peace with God is
ns aG\v‘r 1n this very fact that they are constantly trying what they term to be
% 2CEN PGkt aTEhFoT— PeRTE ot heer £y P Ta e . T W -RER CRFTS
Ny wn‘ b& 1ed Tor our sins, ==

\qadﬂ 0
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Pea i i ominant thou in this first verse. Nothing can prevent
us e SO y the peace. s

Isaiah 26:3. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed
on Thee because he trusteth in thee.

Isaiah _32:17 And the work of righteousness shall be peace, and the effect

of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever.

We hav wi Peace in this passage means the cessation of
0 , not mere tranquility of mind. It is not that"we cease to be
ostile to God, but that God has ceased to be in righteous hostility to

us, the sinners. God is the enemy of man, the sinner. But when we are
Justified through faith, we have peace, peace of conscience in the mercy of

God, peace of heart in the love of God, peace of mind in the_truth of God,
and peace of soul in the presence of God.

Romans _1:18 tells us: "For the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress
the truth in unrighteousness.

The thing that man 1is really seeking for can never be found by man for it
is peace ﬂj*h God. This is the thing most sought after in the world., And
our text tells us tha Deace by implication,

teaches us that man c

It is good for us to notice in this passage that this is not the peace of
God, but it is peace wi There has been strife and contention.

as chosen to go his own way and God's wrath has been revealed against all
ungodliness. And now through the gift of the Lord Jesus Christ as a provi-
sion for man's sin, it is possible for man and God to be brought into a
right relationship and as a result of this right relationship,..there will be

peace Wi h_God,

We who have come to the cross know that we have peace with God and that He
can hold nothing against us. We have thus been justified. My experience
is typical. I was a sinner less perfect than God. By conviction of the
Holy Spirit I learned that my condition would incur the eternal condemnation
of God if I did not submit to His grace. I acknowledged myself a sinner
and threw myself on his mercy and grace, recognizing that he had brought
salvation to earth through His Son, Jesus Christ. After God the Father
put God the Son to death on the cross, He could proclaim grace and pardon
to all who would submit to Him. I came_to the crg believe i i
about His acls : e Even while I was ungodly and

- I_cam_to_m,f:_mrjc_d_gtma?
3 : , Justified from all things. Simultaneously
was declared to be an heir of God, joint heir with Jesus Christ. I received
eternal 1ife and shall never perish. I was accepted in the beloved. My
body became the temple of the Holy Spirit. I was born of the Spirit into
the family of God, baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ, and
sealed by the Holy Spirit until the day of Redemption. I have an inheritance

incorruptible and undefiled andthat fades not away, reserved in Heaven for
me. A i I am not concerned about the

v Ve 0 rist that becomes
life and I seek to glorify Him as Lord. I know Him as my
Creator and so have peace of mind.

g
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I know Him as Saviour and so have peace of conscience.

We are made righ by God through grace on the ground of the blood
evidence Y Ghpist resurrection, receive y _taith, an emonstrate

y our testimony in words and works,

Obviously the only one who can declare a sinner righte is_the judge
before ustification is ’&_ i
d _ h Ac

the work of God whereb ith Him thr

God. By virtue of the death of Christ instead of Being , We are

e work of the Lor i in o a relationship with Him,
JU_L f K53 result, when man became guilty, he was condemned and seEarate from

declared righteous. Instead of being d we are acquitted. Instead
of being separated, we are joined to the Lord Jesus Christ and become
members_of His. body. God.fhe judge does all of this. The case has been
t

ried before Him and His is the only verdict. He is the supreme judge
and can never be overruled.

Qur faith may fail, but His truth will never fail. There seems to be to-
ay too great a tendency to rest upon the human aspects of salvation, for-

getful of or at any rate, ignoring the great underlying divine realities

which alone make salvation possible. It is probable for this reason

that this whole passage is centered in the love of God with His great

proof and demonstration, the gift and death of His Son whose atonement

brings God near and guarentees an eternal salvation. As a little Irish

gonvert once said,"I often tremble on the rock, but the rock never trembles
under me..' el
'

Colossians 1:20: And having made peace #0 the blood of the cross.

It is_a _false peace that many live in who feel that everything i
And T say it is false because they are assuming that God is other tha

is and that n e
basis_and they'11 do the best the » and because _God loves them,
they will never be condemned,

Ephesians 2:8,9

v. 8 For by grace are ye saved, through faith and that not of yourselves.
9 It is a gift of God, slest any man should boast
ww

Physically we like to Tull ourselves into thinking that everything is 0,K,
and we're 1n pretty good shape and then we are horribly surprised by a
heart attack that ejther disables us or brings death. It's the same way

in the Spiritual realm. We Tike to rationalize away many things and in

our neglect feel that everything is 0.K. because God is going to understand
0 nce a botched up priorities and all of this an a
one_day we'll end up in His presence and everything will be 0.K. and afte
all that i§ all that matters.

w
(:) e 1. F reasons that peace with God is possible is because the blood of His
beloved Son was shed upon Calvary's cross as a sacrifice for your sin and
@ nine, and secondly because God was fu satisfied with what His Son di
u that cross. 0 He now in a po on to 1 pe a bod OT JuStice
5%%g?f?TT'HEFE'The sinner righteous in His sight through the gift of His
Son.
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And can it be that I should gain

an interest in the Saviour's blood
Died He for me who caused His pain
For me who Him to death pursued
Amazing love how can it be

That Thou, my God should die for me.

having been made right by faith, we are having peace with God
roug

our Lord Jesus Christ.

Through whom also we have obtained our 1ntroductiqn_(entree) by faith
into this grace in which we stand and we are rejoicing (exulting, glory-
ing) in hope of the glory of God.

“Throuﬁh whmy”}efers to the lord Jesus Christ of the previous verse we not
only have peace with God through Him, but through Hijm we have also obtained
our intraduction (entree) by faith into this grace pm which we stand.

What does it mean that by Jesus Christ gg_ng¥g_Qh;ajnmuLJuu;j;uuxguuuj;ul

or access into this grace in which we stand}

I Timothy 2:5: For there is one God and one mediator also between God and
men, the Man Christ Jesus.

There's a simple story about Abraham Lincoln that will illustrate this point.

A southern soldier who had been freed from prison camp because he was wounded
too sorely to return to active duty was seeking access to the President in
order to interceed for his brother, the sole support of their mother who
was then in a prison.camp. The soldiers on guard at the White House would not
let him in. One day, as 1ittle Tad Lincoln, the President's son, was walking
near the White House, he observed the crippled veteran seated on a bench
crying. The boy asked what the matter was. The man explained that he wanted
to see Mr. Lincoln to tell about his brother, but the soldiers would not Tet
him in. Tad took the man by the hand and led him passed the guards into
the presence of his father.

Mou\fn. e

When I was desolate and alone, wounded by sin and my lost stat
the Son of God came from Heaven, died to pay th b

Faised Tron the dead in order that e mia ; e
to His.tl

nrone.

The word that Paul uses for introduction or access is a word with two great
pictures in it. First, it is a regular word for introducing or usharing

(::> someone into_the presence of royalty, and it is the regular word for approach
the worshipper to God. It is as 1f Paul was saying, Jesus ushers us_into the
:viﬁer rem__L_Lsence f_God. J%Lsmmuw@mw

in i and when that door is openned, what we find is grace, not

condemnationnor judgement nor vengeance, but the shear, undeserved, unearned,
unmeritted, incredible kindness of God.

Secondly this word has another picture in it. In late Greek it is the word
for MEEE where. ships.come EE. It 15 Eﬁe word for a harbon a h « We
take it in that meaning, it means that so long as we try to depend on our

own efforts, we were tempest tossed like mariners striving wi ea which

reatened and overwhelmed them completely, but now that we ha

Word of Christ, we have reached at Tast the haven of God's grace.
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And w nding not on what we fi
on what God has_done for us. Because of Jesus we have entry to the presence
0 e King__of Kings we have entry to the haven of God's qgrace.

In Genesis_3;24 we read: So He drove the man out and at the east of the garden
of Eden, He stationed a cherubim and the flaming
sword which turned every direction to guard the way
to the Tree of Life.

%EE%_SEJﬁEWLHﬂﬁ-QEilﬁﬂ;D”t of the presence of God, so now in Jesus Christ
ave access back into His presence.

Instead of being shut out because of our sins, we are given a pass. Faith is
a little piece of paskboard in our hands,is our pass. Another paid the price
of admission,

ow_is.i ? Because the separation between God and sin-
fu s _been in the person of Jesus Christ. As the hymn writer

expressed it: 4,
vewt+ - A VerO
Oh, the Tove that drew salvation's plan Uell A

Oh, the grace that brought it down to man - \i)tvu7 u*ﬂﬁ[...
Oh, the mighty gulf that God did span
At Calvary.

What is_this grace in which we stand? It is described in verse 8.

52 8 But God is demonstrating His own love to us because while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.

We are standi in a i n where th
nother, our Substitute, even Jesus Christ.

ment of God has fallen upon

During the pioneer days as the wagon trains made their way westward, one of
the things that they feared the most was a prarie fire. On one such occassion
a large wagon train noticed off on the landscape in the early evening a fire
moving in their direction very rapidly. This was a crisis and the wagon
master had decisions to make as the fire came closer and closer. He could
go back two days journey and cross a small stream, but the fire would over-
take them before they could arrive. He called the men together and issued

a strange command. He asked them to set the grass afire behind the wagon
train and as the fire began to burn, he asked the wagons to move back onto
the charred ground. One little girl came to the wagon master finally and
said, "Sir, are we really gonna be safe?" and his words to her were, "Yes,
honey, we're going to be safe because we are standing where the fire has
already been." And so it is, we have a standing in grace because we are
standing where the fire of God's judgement has already fallen.

On Him almighty judgement fell

That would have sunk a world to Hell
He bore it for a chosen race

And thus becomes our hiding place.

Isajah 53:4-6

"Surely He hath born our griefs and carried our sorrows, yet we did esteem Him
stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgres-
sions, He was bruised for our iniquities and the chastisement of our peace was
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upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed. A1l we 1like sheep have
gone astray. We have turned everyone to his own way, and the Lord has
laid on Him the iniquity of us all."

594'09"And we are redjoicing(or.exulting, glorying)in hope of the glory of God !

M now that we have noted thus far in our study, that
are the resu. of @ relationship wi esus Christ. ey are the conse-

S bk 2 T8
uences of God's rignteousness being a 7ed to US a faith appro-

riate Je r_saviour. e third 1si¥we are Y‘EIIO'IC'IHS n

ope of the glory of God. ‘¢

We can glory in this hope because of the certainty of its fulfullment.

In the past, peace was made. In the present we_ha ing in this
grace. In the future, the e of th . The approach to God
in the Tabernacle in the O1d Testament illustrates this beautifully.

(::) First, the brazen alter, the type of the sacrifice to Christ.

(:::BThen the layer for washing. The cadlestick, the table typifying the

cleansing. Light, food, and fellowship is_the grace wherein we stand,

iThen behind the veil, the glory of Jehovah, which ere long God's people
shall reach when He calls %Hem home. How happy God's people should be in

possession of such precious things with the knowledg of sins forever put
away.

(
” Thes i i isti ife in re-
ationship to God. There is nothing here about our relationship to our
mr as our relation to God is concerned, they constitute
. a beautiful summary istian 1ife. Peace, grace, and glory.
tﬂnbl In the word we to the enm1ty which 1s now over.
In the word“grace’we 0 our recon ather in whose favor we now
\}\{)' continue to stand. 1In the word'gl fto ' our final destiny,
seeing and reflecting the glory of God™w e object of our hope
OIUn or expectation.
How is it that.we.are.xejoicing in hope of the glory of God? There are
two reasons why we can rejoice. in His glory:
@ First, because.of the.testimony of the Lord Jesus Himself infJohn 14:1=2:
\,q v. 1 Stop being troubled in your hearts. You believe in God, believe also
‘&3<~,7é,;,’304 in Me. In my Father's house are many dwelling places and if it were
~ ot Y2 not so I would have told you.
vﬁ—@afﬁ ﬂyw1n319:bg I am going to prepare a place for you and if I go and prepare a place
\‘0 g;&igslﬂ'vﬂyce’: for you, I am going to come again and receive you unto myself, that
03" .qiam o0 where I am, there ye may be also. ST =

d stimony of the Apostle 1. For himself
said"I am ready to be offered for the time of my departure is at hand.
I have fought a good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the
faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which
the Lord shall give me at that day. And not to me only, but unto all of
them also that love is appearing."

012z T, th ek, WAL SFall b padd
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Bé%gEE% of this ﬁope that death will take every believer fully cleansed b
the blood of Jesus Christ Tmmediately and directly to Heaven, 1t 1S strange

THET any believ 4
( ny believer should Tear death. ,5’5—'5555””"“‘

Let's suppose the young soldier from your town has been fighting in Alet=Nam

for many months. He is sent up to a certain ridge in the night and he digs

his foxhole completing it just as the dawn breaks. An enemy shoots at him

and he is forced to 1ie Tow throughout the day. He eats his rations and

knows how a horse feels who has hay and oats on one day and oats and hay

on the next. He knows he must hold his ground and 1lie there throughout the

lleq’ dqy and night and the next day and the next night. Along about the third
fsfﬂ""'L, ¢n1ght he hears a voice behind him. "Hey, are you Private John Smith of

o¥X

t o] O Igd® (g ;o o B i
Lates

F home town any state?" "What's it to you," replies the soldier. "Are your
N _.f"’ serial numbers 7689974?" "Yes, I am, but what of it?" The relieving
\_—~ soldier answers, "I have orders to replace you. You are to go out on the
next Red Cross flight to the United States. You will get a hot bath, clean
clothes, you're going home and eat Southern Er'i,ed chicken gyith mz_afhed potatoes
55 and gravy and apple pie with ice cream. v ARig 9/ass of Sweet Toe Tea ',

(\w o . f 1
Q}S Now suppose the soldier should answer Mﬂ]ﬁn_ﬂlﬂ_uw
Qﬁ’ﬂ‘ this nice fox hole and give up my rations?' We smile at the absurdity of
» (;GN’\- e idea, and yet some believers, perhaps you who read these lines are
unwilling to ‘eavé your earthly Toxhole for the neavenly home to sit down to

anauet table of our God ana to fTellowsnip wi im 1n heaven among all
our loved _ones who have gone DetTore.

v. 3/ And not only this. but we also are rejoicing (exulting, glorying) in
Lur tribulationss knowing that this tribulation is produc’

The answer’to this question is seen in the fact that every

1s_tribulations?
eliever recognizes the_soveriegn purpose of God in_every event that touches
»\ his _life, And that nothing will come into his lite that is not for the

B% ather's ultimate g]oq and for the believer's personal growth,

)dRomans 8:18: For I am of the opinion that the sufferings of this present time
are not to be compared with the glory which is about to be revealed
in us.

*games 1:2-3

LQA v. 2 Deem it pure joy, my brethren when you encounter various trials,
1T W Yo 3 Knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.

I

FRV\A ‘1tu§ Robert Louis Stevenson tells a vivid story of a storm at sea. The passengers
le Qt&[ﬁ“ below were greatly alarmed as the waves dashed over the vessel. At last one

v of them against orders crept to the deck and came to the pilot who was Tatched
Fpllc}ldﬁ to the wheel while he was turning without flensching, The pilot caught sight

0¥ A f}aﬁﬂf the terror-stricken man and gave him a reassuring smile. Below went the
b{ﬂ{/ passenger and comforted the others by saying " I have seen the face of the

Y ot pilot and he smiled. All is well."

W
\OOK‘ ﬂ That is how we feel when through the gateway of prayer we find our way into
/ meuu ﬂ;the Rather's presence. We see His face and we know that all is well since
( His hand is on the helm of nts and even the winds_and the waves obey Him.

wf.
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Why does_he_program prosperity and adversity into our g;ne:jence{ often
moving from one to the other without warning: When God does 1t this way
" we don"t Kk with absolute certainty what 1s coming next. This is not
Eo Eeep us guess1n§i Eut trgs§1n§. EroverBs 3:6 1n pertinant: - ———
v. 6 In all thy ways acknowledge Him.
If life, for us were nothing but §Eﬂﬂlﬂa.iiﬁgiﬂhlhlﬂﬁﬂ§i we would grow
so self confident that we would soon say to the Lord rivin
to us." Those who build freeways plan gentle curves and valleys to keep

drivers alert. When the roads are completely smooth, drivers are mesmerized
by the changeless ribbons of concrete. They tend to grow careless or fall

asleep. Christi ing is 1i 1d.
od programs curves, ruts and even detours to keep us_alert and trusting.

We tend to want immggig;gU’ answers to our problems and immediate redress
of our ills. But God does not work at our frantic pace, He sees things in
light of i a7 inki

may use the injusti npleasantness as a lesson to Tlead us
further i i i i ip. The Apostle certainly learned things
in prision that he would have never learned elsewhere. I'm sure that he
often thought his treatment was unjust, never the less he learned to be
patient and faithfull in his smelly cell. Like David, his attitude was to

i rest in the Lord and wait Eg%ientlz for Him.#

The 1ife and diary of David Brainard, "Such fatigues and hardships as these
serve to ween me more from the earth and I trust will make heaven the sweeter.
N~ Formally when I was thus exposed to cold and rain I was ready to please my-
self with the thoughts of enjoying a comfortable house, a warm fire, and
other outward comfort. But now these have less place in my heart through
the grace of God and my eye is more to God for comfort. In this world I
expect tribulation and it does not now as formally appear strange to me.
I do not in such seasons of difficulty flatter myself that it will be better
u:l{7 hereafter, but rather think how much it might be. How much greater trials
ﬂi Cxﬂ' others of God's children have endured, and how much greater are yet perhaps

. reserved for me. Blessed be God that He makes the thoughts of my journey's
TWJW*J;’#N end and of my disillusion a great comfort to me. Under my sharpest trials

\ and scarce ever lets these thoughts be attended with care or melancholy
J%uJ but they are attended frequently with great joy."

Sbigiﬁppuﬂ“\ The last part of verse 3 tells us whE we_as believers are regoicing in our
: ribuTations. "Knowing that this tri ylation is producing endurance.
M Tribulation not only does not.destroy our hope, but gives us something in
v O*"ak addition. w It is producing endurangg_i_z

ALY

It was Vince Lombardi who said "Fatiqgue makes cowards of us all." I would
,» ,also say that'difficulties make cowards of us all ¥ When the going gets
-%r{ .+ ' rough, we want to quit and one of the qualities of God's children that
Qn«ﬂf“ﬂn‘w delights the Father more than any other is faithfulpness. "Therefore, my

beloved brethren, be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work I &, /7: sy
of the Lord for as much as ye know that your labor is not in vain in

the Lord." "Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever.," Ned, 1357
\ It is consistency in the face of adversity that delights the heart of
od.

['% &i)- ( o |
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Acts 20:24: But none of these things mové?kneither count I my life

=== dear unto myself so that I might finish my course with joy
and the ministry which I have recieved of the Lord Jesus,
to testify the Gospel of the grace of God.

The fruit of trouble is a quality of endurance.
T

el

There arel\three stages/here in this proccess. Stage number one:
. TR

And this endurance, character; and this character, hope;

Ne o T

—-_—-l'/
Suffering produced endurance, that is, the very endurance we need
in suftferi is produce it. We couTd endurance without
[ f( suffer1n§: because w1§ﬁout suffer1ng ere would be nothing to endure.
0 sutfering produces_endurance.
roduces character. Character is a quality of someone who
est and _comes through it. Can we not usually recognize

a mature character of a Christian who has gone through suffering and

Tpe : :
. |2~ come out triumphant? produces e, and endurance
L produces S
Jeseph
<:j:) Character pr that is confidence of the final glory. What
e Apostle means is surely this, that our aeve'ogmg2 ipenning, Christian
character is_evidence that God is_at work upon_us.and within us. The
) A act that God is thus at work in our Tives gives us confidence that he
?h\ o is not _doing to give up the job uncompleted,

Paul says trouble produces fortitude. The word he uses for frouble literally
means pressure. ATl kinds of things may press in upon the Christian. Pressurec

of want and need and strained circumstances, the pressure of sorrgw, persecu-
tion, unpopularity, and Toneliness. Al1 that pressure produces fortitude.
This worE means more than endurance. It means the Spirit which can overcome
the world. It means the Spirit which does not passively endure, but actively

overcomes and conquers the trials and tribulations of life. Someone once
said to a gallant soul who was undergoing a great sorrow, " i

‘Sorrow fairly
colors life, doesn't it." Back came the reply, "Yes, and I propose to
chose the color.™ It 1s not the Spirit which 1ies down and lets the Tloods

' o hich meets | 3 er-
- The word
he uses for character he uses of metal which is _passed through the fire so
that everything base has been purged out of jt, It is used of coinage as
we use the word sterling. describes something out of which every alloy

of baseness hg;Thggn_gliminaxgd‘ When afflicti i ith fortitude
out of the battle, a ur nd nearer
to _God,

And this character, hope, what is that hope? It is described in l_gohn 3:2-3.

ey

—

v. 2 Beloved, now we children of God, and it is not appeared as yet what
we shall be: we know that if He should appear we shall be 1ike Him,
because we shall see Him just like He is.

v. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself even as He is
pure.

Goc] s ?o:mj '7lo Frvsh %ZL JBL.
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Acts 20:24: But none of these things mové? neither count I my Tife
dear unto myself so that I might finish my course with joy
é, GZtl and the ministry which I have recieved of the Lord Jesus,
o B to testify the Gospel of the grace of God.
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The fruit of e is a quality of enduranee, o
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Lov. 4 IAnd this endurance, character; and this character, hope;

agesshere in this proccess. Stage number one:
e Pevr v
e ver W

er:
_},(,4 Suffering produced emdurance, that is, th e need
Ne © i suffering is_produce it. We couTd not_learn 5%%353535 without
[ 1 suffering, because without sufferin e would be nothing to fer:
oG So suffering produces eRatrance ,Fevs ,

Pevse verz aeR—

(Zf:j roduces character. Character is a gualitx of someone who
Eas Eut EE E Ee%j an% come:throug it. Can we not usually recognize
f P . a mature character of a Christian who has gone through suffering and
#7. |72~ come out triumphant? ing..produces and gndyrance -
¥ producesJ (22 e
ﬁ*g T
<:j:) Character produces hope, that is confidence of the final g1ory. What
e Apostle means 1is surely this, that our developi 1 enn"nga Christian
character is g¥idence that God is at work upon_us.and within us. The
v L act that God 1is thus at work 1n our Tives gives us confidepnce that he
?hJ-“ is not_going to give up the job uncompleted,

Paul says trouble produces fortitude. The word he uses for trouble Titerally
means pressure. A1l kinds of things may press in upon the Christian. Pressurec
of want an need and strained circumstan » the pressure of sorrgw, persecu-
tion, unpopularity, and loneliness. A1 that pressure produces fortitude.

This worg means more than endurance. It means the Spirit which can overcome

the world. It means the Spirit which does not passively endure, but actively
overcomes and conquers the trials and tribulations of life. Someone once
said to a gallant soul who was undergoing a great sorrow, " i

"Sorrow fairly
colors life, doesn't it." Back came the reply, "Yes, and 1 propose to
chose the color.™ It i1s not the Spirit which 1lies down and lets the Tloods
it is the Spirit whi S - -
comes en. goes _on._to_say. prod The word

ortitude, Pau oduces character.
he uses for character he uses of metal which is _passed through the fire so
that everything base has been purged out of jt, It is used of coinage as
we use the word sterling. describes something out of which every allo
of baseness has imi When aff]ictioE Ef EEE EEEE fgrtitgae
out of the battle, a ur nd nearer

to ﬁod,

And this character, hope, what _is that hope? It is described in I John 3:2-3.

By

v. 2 Beloved, now we children of God, and it is not appeared as yet what
we shall be: we know that if He should appear we shall be like Him,
because we shall see Him just like He is.

v. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself even as He is
pure.

God 1's ?0“47 71" Fimsh e Jofo. PA!/ ]:é



Philip Tancey

Mining Diamonds

Frankly, to me much suffering yould remain meaningless if we spent all our
efforts on the unanswerable Why?” questions. Why did Solzhenitsyn have
abor camp just for making a casual criticism
! Why did millions of Jews have to die to fulfiﬁ
the whims of a crazed dictatgr? Such suffering is meaningless in itself, and will
remain so unless the sufferér, like a miner searching for diamonds in a vein of
coal, finds in it a meaning.

Viktor Frankl, who gpent time in one of Hitler’s camps, said, “Despair is.
suffering without meagling.” Frankl and Bruno Bettelheim extracted meaning
from the senseless suffering of the Holocaust: observing the behavior of human’
beings in the extrepde conditions of the camps gave them insights that formed
the basis for all théir later work. For Elie Wiesel and others, ¢ ‘bearing witness®
became the meagling. They now devote themselves to honoring those who dld
not survive.

In prison Dlostoevsky pored over the New Testament and the lives of thé‘
saints. Prisop became, for him and later for his countryman Solzhenitsyn, a cruz-
cible of religious faith. Both describe a process in which, first, the blunt reality
of human/evil convinced them of the need for redemption. Then, through the’
living wjitness of believers in the camps, they saw the possibility of transforma-,
tion. A Solzhenitsyn elegantly expressed it in his classic One Day in the Life of
enisovich, faith in God may not get you out of the camp, but it is enough
you through each day. =

to spend eight years in a har
of Stalin in a letter to a frien,

)

Iva
to

=

Although my own suffering seems trivial in comparison with these pioneers‘.,ﬂ
I too strive to extract meaning from it. I begin with the biblical promise that’
suffering can produce something worthwhile in me. I go through a list hkc
that in Romans 5, where Paul mentions perseverance, character, hope, andu
confidence. “How does suffering accomplish these?” I ask myself. It produce§
perseverance, or steadiness, by slowing me down and forcing me to turn to God,,
it produces character by calling on my reserves of inner strength. I continue

through the list, asking how God can be involved in bringing meaning to Eh"f
suffering process.

2 st ame i { e

Where Is God When It Hurts? (199 - 20['

o
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MLB TUESDAY: PIRATES VS. NATIONALS

& Strasburg Wows In MLB Debut

night in
Nationals’
Pittsburgh Pirates.

the

Strasburg said. "I just wanted to go out
there and say I’ve had my first outing
in the big leagues. I've had a great
time.”

Strasburg always pitches in a hurry
— the game took only 2 hours, 19
minutes — -and - plate umpire Tom
Hallion even suggested to him that he
slow down his warmups because the
breaks between innings are longer in
the majors.

“The only thing I really remember
is the first pitch — 'ball inside —

How dad sl % -
b oHexe g

Ge everything else is just such a blur,”
T Fﬁ»a\f Strasburg said. “At one point I lost
1\) 1 {Jtrack of how many innings I threw. I
2 b Yrle [eaq"€was like, “You know what? 'm ]ust
5 Aoddle salpel  g0ingto goout there and have fun.’ It’s

2.
D the Seheeo| _ “It’s kind of like when you get mar-
— Col":‘fe" ried and everything, you kind of go
into it wanting to remember. every-
@. Dyl thing — and once it’s done, you can’t
ooy Lo remember a single thing.”
D) Douh!<€ Strasburg should know.. He was

married in January. His family, gath-
ered in the corner of the news confer-
ence room, joined in the laughter.

55’ TYt\e l‘e A

= 15 (A ‘When he left the podium, he gave hugs
Jebn to all of them,
; J@m 53 Strasburg got better as the game
J 2 MY progressed, and the ballpark was near

u B“’ [lucs ¢ 2 4 delirium when he struck out the side

Faf—l\nf?"“ﬂf on 13 pitches in his final inning. He
ot PR fanned the last seven batters he faced,

fgf ceeuct ™ andall nine Pirates in the starting line-
‘ +e up struck out at least once.

So {} {5 pres “It’s never easy to hit 97 to 100

RAT (mph),” said Andy LaRoche,

- Strasburg’s final strikeout victim,

“especially when he's got a curveball

like that. It’s the combination of the

hc)\? two. You can say, ‘All right, here

N2 f comes 100 right down the middle,’ or

D aws @ ‘Here comes the curveball,” and it’s

an) .3} still tough to hit.”

&u\ Karl Spooner also struck out 15 in

; his debut with the Brooklyn Dodgers

N\O":’—b in 1954. He and Richard are the only

L@~ Strasburg struck out 14 batters in

e his first game, teoksthreesshaving
cream-pies-to-the-facer-donned-n

Baseball’s newest wunderkind
went beyond the hype — and any-
one’s reasonable expectations —
with an electric and unprecedent- ..
ed major league debut Tuesday

5-2 win over the

“I've been catching a lot of

DEBUT Conunued From Page 1D

is unbelievable.”

ly impossible to hit.

Washington

on the left shoulder, “but this kid

With ‘a standing-room-only
crowd roaring at every chance,
last year's No. 1 overall draft pick
put on a dazzling display of power

.pitching.. His fastballs reached
100 mph — and still had move-
ment when they crossed the plate
— and his nasty curves were near-

The 21-year-old nght hander
allowed four hits, two earned runs
and didn’t walk a batter, piling up
the most strikeouts in a big league
debut since J.R. Richard fanned
15 for Houston in 1971. He=was=" See DEBUT, Page 3D

By JOSEPH WHITE guys,” said likely Hall of Famer
AP Sports Writer Ivan Rodriguez, patting Strasburg s inni
WASHINGTON — Stephen ourtaimrcatl=

pitchers  with more strikeouts than
Strasburg in a major league debut
since 1920 — ‘and Spooner and
Richard both had three walks.

Strasburg also- tied Max Scherzer
of the Detroit Tigers for most strike-
outs in a game in the majors this sea-
son. Scherzer had 14 on+May 30
against Oakland.

Strasburg - left with a 4-2 lead.

When it was announced that he had set :

a team record for strikeouts since the
franchise’s move to .Washington: in
2005, the crowd cheered again — and
Strasburg emerged to the top step of
the dugout and tipped his. cap.

“It’s something I've never seen
before,” Nationals third baseman Ryan
Zimmerman said. “Usually you see it
in basketball, in the NBA,. stuff like
that. Never in baseball. ... It’s his game
and a lot of people came out to watch
him. He didn’t really let them down.”

The day was nicknamed
“Strasmus” — and it was the biggest
baseball event in the nation’s capital
since the sport returned after a 33-year
absence. To go real deep into history,
one could argue that Strasburg had the
most anticipated Washington rookie
pitching debut since Walter Johnson at
the long-forgotten American League
Park on Aug. 2, 1907.

Strasburg threw 94 pitches —
roughly the limit imposed by manage-
ment before the game — and 65 were
strikes. He made one mistake, a 90
mph changeup golfed by Delwyn
Young into the first row in right field
for a two-run homer in the fourth
inning. The ball would have made a
great souvenir, but a fan threw it back
onto the field.

The homer gave the Pirates a 2-1
lead, but the Nationals gave their rook-
ie the win with three runs in the sixth.
Adam Dunn hit a two-run homer, and
Josh Willingham followed with a solo
shot.

Tyler Clippard pitched the eighth
and Matt Capps the ninth for his 19th
save.

Zimmerman also homered for the
Nationals,  a: solo shot in the first
inning. All three of Washington’s
home runs came off Pirates starter Jeff
Karstens (1-2).

Cameras flashed as Strasburg (1-0)
threw his first pitch at 7:06 p.m. — at
97 mph and well inside to leadoff hit-
ter ‘Andrew McCutchen. Fans booed
when  Hallion called it a ball
Rodriguez then handed the ball to the
umpire and it was removed from play
for posterity.

“I wanted to call a breakmg ball,”
Rodriguez said. “He said no’

Strasburg was promoted after dom-
inating the minors, going 7-2 with a
1.30 ERA, 65 strikeouts and only 13
walks in 11 starts in Double-A and
Triple-A. His debut came nearly a year
to the day after he was drafted No. 1
overall, and one day after the
Nationals — who have lost 100 games
in consecutive seasons — chose 17-
year-old hitting sensation Bryce
Harper with the No. 1 overall selection
in this year’s draft.

Washington sold out Nationals
Park for only the second time all sea-
son, and went through an extra 2,000
standing-room-only tickets a few
hours before the game. Fans cheered
when Strasburg emerged from the
dugout at 6:24 p.m. with pitching
coach Steve McCatty. Surrounded by
photographers and  cameramen,
Strasburg grinned at McCatty and
said, “Let’s go.”

Strasburg warmed up in the
bullpen, where fans stood six-deep to
watch. He received a standing ovation
when he walked back to the dugout
after the national anthem, and it was a
funny scene when McCatty pretended
the cheers were for him and doffed his
cap.

chmsa-u-tho-playos—ef-the—gmm—
“It2s-hard-to-talk-With S Much"
shaving-.cream=-on-—-my--heads>
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The hope is two-fold because : in our liv 5:;%w we can anti-
"~ cipa LLLUIt 1S _goin be _born through us and the fact that God
1s at work in our Tives no can anticipate the joy of glories hereafter

with the Lord.

The coach who ime with certain player s potential, and

EEI§ caQEEEEﬁE E:a er to ant1cipate the possiE1]1ty that he will soon be
1n the startin Tne-up, e responding correctly to the disc es
of the coach. And S0 it is for us as believers as the Lord spends time

wgrking our 1iyes and correcting and exhorting and rebuking, sending
circumstances in His purpose for our growth, we can anticipate that the

day is going to come when He is going to use these experiences to bear
fruit through us _and we can also antécipate that these thing are happenning
we might _become more Chris ves a n our walk.
abouyt a man during the depression. He lost ws
0

S ismtold
¢fortune) (wifedand{home.) € on 1ng he had left was his fal d,
% & Ofe=tay nhe &topped o watch some men doing STtONe work on a huge church..

= [

Une man was chiseling_g tr

€ asked. The workman replied, "See that op€Nning way up LHere nec e
spire? am snaping. Lhla.down Here s0 tnat 1t will 11t up there."
fears_filled the Man's eyes o e Walked away, Tor eemed as though
od had spoken throu e workman to explain the ordeal through which he
EEE:E§§sin§. "!:m sEapinﬁ Eouﬁ@wn Eere S0 EEE!i] fit EE EEEEE.”

sy R e

And this hope does not disappiont; because the Tove of God has
been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was

given to us.
The r i i int is because the love of God ha
een poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was _given to us.
God's love_j i i
B m““wmmmmmm ;

¢S\r /
Lok 3 This verse could be translated: - _
oW m%wmmmmgr&uxﬁw:ﬁmaﬂmwmm
60")*Q N tﬁwgw other hopes put to shame, they do
\ not rest on realities. When the time for realization comes, all is vacuum.

%

iii}" There are no realities to be realized. The heart that held such false hopes
is filled with shame, everlasting shame. That is putting it mildly, for it
is filled with dismay and dispair. But the hope that comes about as a result
of justification is hope of the glory of God, and that glory exists and our
hope will indeed be realized by that glory." It is through the Holy Spirit
that this love of God is poured out in our hearts and the Holy Spirit was
given to us at the point of our salvation, and you will notice that it is
a universal giving. There is no distincion at this point between those who
have the Spirit and those who do not have the Spirit. Everyone who has
been baptized by the Spirit is in the body, and everyone who is in the body
of Christ has been baptized by the Spirit in order to get there. When
these simple propositions are understood, there is no more confusion about
getting the baptism or being baptized by the Spirit after one has been saved.

For a Christi he Lord to tize him with the Spirit is exac
~ the i his wife 1f she will marry him. _It 1s
one and cannot be twice done.
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John 7:37-39: Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried out saying, "If any man is thirst¥ let
h1m_come to me and drink. He who believes in me as the
scripture said from his innermost being shall flow rivers
of Tiving water. But this He spoke of the Spirit and
thgse who believed in Him were to receive. For the
Spirit was not yet given because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Fog]when we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the
. godless.

Paul describes our sinful estate as being helpless. There was no way by
ourselves that we could do anything about it.

Ephesians 2:12: Remember that you were at that time separate from Christ,

k lesﬁ
ijifi/’/ excluded from the commonwealth of Isreael and strangers
;:::::::i) to the covenents of promise, having no hope and without
&
,-’//

=g
A God and th .
i 2 od and the world
V\ "At the riaht time" refers to what Paul speaks of in Galations 4:4-5:
/g////

v. 4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth His
Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

v. 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons.

" : : " 2 3 T
Christ died for.the godless." Christ did.not live for the ungodly,.He
il.sd__w. He did not.diefor the godly, but the ungodly. He

did not ask anything in return. This is amazing grace.

Let us consider what Paul tells us about the death of Jesus. He reminds
us that Christ died for the utter] serving., This is the emphasis
of these verses, to see the unflattering _terms in which we are described.
First of all we are depi:ted a 1pless/ unable to save ourselves.

secondly, we are called odly) because of our revolt against the authority
a3 i because we have missed the mark of

of God. Third, we are
righteousness, howeyer carefully we may have aimed at it. And fourthly,
we are ca11Z§nemig§Sbecause of the hostility between us and God.

What a fear

evistating description of man and sin. We are E%é;g§g§,
we are rebels, we are i an to_save ourselves.

mFor one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the
good ma#f someone would even dare to die.

"Greater love hath no man than this than a man would lay down His 1life for
His friends."

But God is demonstrating His own love to us, because while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us."

Here the Apostle has described our need and then tells us of the contrast,
God is the One who _is demonstrating His love to us. '"Because while we were

yet sinner, Christ died for us." Rt




God h he most for Hi ies, Therefore He will ngt fail to do

e l|eas OY HA1S Trienas
L e —

John 3:16: For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.

Sometime back the newspapers carried the story of a young fellow named
Willjam who was a fugative from the police. The_teenager had run away with
his_gi ' s _had been tryin . What
William didn't know was that an ailment he had been seeing the doctor about
was diagnosed as cancer. Now here was William doing his best to glude the
police lest he lost his love, while they were doing their best to find him,
mﬁ_& He thought they were after him to punish him, they
were really after him to save him. William is representative of every man

whose guilt tells him God is after him to straightjacket his 1ife and
torture him forever, when it is God's purpose to save him.

As a prisoner once put it in a letter, finally as I see it, God doesn't

e me in e me, He Toves me in order to changemer———
ove then 1s cepti : ceptance

is along with the Holy Spirit, the motivating power that gives me what I
need to change my behavior. I no longer have to pretend to be something I
am not because of my security in the finished work of Jesus Christ. I can
be boldly honest about who I am and what I am Tlike.

So far does God's Tove exceed the upmost Timit of human love, so far the
self sacrifice of Christ exceeds the highest heigth of human readiness of
self sacrifice.

Our malady of sin inspires disgust. Our ungodliness attracts wrath, and
when we were yet plunged in this repulsive state of imputence and ungodliness
that the greatest proof of love was given us in that Christ died for us.

'm Much more therefore, having been justified now by His blood, we shall
. be saved through Him from the wrath.

John 5:24: Verily verily I say unto you Ye that heareth my word and believeth
m—"""on Him that sent me hath everlasting 1ife and shall not come into
condemnation, but is passed from death unto Tlife.

Revelation 3:10: Because you have kept the word of my perserverance, I also
will keep you from the hour of testing. That hour which is
about to come upon the whole earth to test those who dwell

upon the earth.
Aé“wn,:48

I Thessolonians 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining
=salvation through aur Lord Jesus Christ.

You will that the instrument of our justification or salvation is His blood.
Because he shared His blood on Calvary's cross, He made of Himself a satis-
factory sacrifice for man's sin.

For if while being enemies we were reconciled to God through the

death of His Son, much more having been reconciled we shall be saved
by His Tlife.
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"When we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son."

Y Colossians 1:21-22

v.21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged
-22 in evil deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body
through death in order to present you before Him wholly and blameless
and beyond reproach.

The hostility and estrangement which must be removed lies in_man, not God.
[T 7s he who takes the initiative and good will providing the redemption

that is in Christ Jesus.

The thought here is that in while we were actually enemies, God was willin
to_q1 . Now that we have been brought to a place of acceptance
and have been placed in Christ, then He is more enclined to keep up safe.

He Tives now to keep His own. This is a more pleasant task than dying for

the ungodly who are enemies. He died down here to save us. He Tives on

high to keep us saved. This is the message of Hebrews. "Wherefore He is
Smﬂwe_mm_nmmmum_eﬂ_mﬂm; seeing

He ever liveth to make intercession for them." Hebrews 7:25

If God saved me while I was a sinner, ungodly, and His enemy, now that I

am His friend, He will keep me saved.

It takes more to reconcile than to keep. It takes more to give His Son
than for us to share His life.

The conclusion is expressly stated in verses 9 and 10.
v.9 If then God testified to thee, to thee when yet an enemy, a love beyond
-10 all comparison, how shouldst thou once justified and reconciled have

to fear falling back again unto wrath.

There are four occurances of this term "much more" in this chapter. We
shall refer to it again. The principle is that God never does anything by
halves. He does not set out to save us and then leave us to our own de-
it vices. Here is the security of the believer and no honest student of the
- ‘1J4 scriptures can make anything else out of it:
\ ﬂ' God moved toward us when we were helpless, ungodly sinners whose enemies
bk: L‘ i11 He detoured by that helplessness, that ungodliness, that enmity.
Vg¥‘b et us reinterate that God has never been astonished by anything in us.

Pn }5 e did not find anything good in us, He did not love us because we were
Lev€>’7 Tovely or Tovable, but because His nature is love. This being the case,

Hdg e we know that He will carry the whole plan of redemption through to its
logical conclusion. Having been justified, the believer has access unto
)ﬁb grace wherein we stand and the indwelling Holy Spirit by whom the love of

aAa\Af God is poured out in a gushing stream. A11 this was done without regard
Af vﬁ\Ag to what we were, yeah, even in spite of it. For we were helpless, ungodly
\vv© sinners and were enemies, when God moved to save us. Much more then shall

e L‘oﬁ we be sure of being saved from wrath through Him and again having been
ecl® reconciled to God by the death of His Son even when we were enemies, much
more shall we be saved by His Tlife.

i‘*aAQQ‘”ﬂ is since He died i to make available to

The argument of o
- ¥ us a God, much more can we be sure of our possessions be-
xe"‘7wunamﬁm@w
p(éwu“‘" exactly what He is doing today. He will never defraud us because He 15
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the Bridegroom and we w&w If
we believe not, yet He abideth faithful. He cannot deny HimselT.

One may look at the same truth from another angle. Namely, we need two
powers in our Tlife:

First, the power to remove sin C]JLQ ‘ .
... &NSC%QQH, Cg ' .

Second, the power to produce fruit.

That is, power to separate us from evil; and power to transform us to where
we please God by righteous living. This two-fold power is found in Christ.
The power of His death removes the hindrances to right Tiving and separates
us from evil. The power of His 1ife produces the fruit and transforms us.

An unfortunate fact is that these words "we shall be saved by His 1ife" are

a very poor and inadequate translation of the original Greek. More compre-
hensive translation is that given in the Amplified Version:

"We shall be daily delivered from sin's dominion by His ressurection Tife."
That is the whole emphasisis, "daily delivered," a glorious present tense
experience. How complete is the whole sequence, justified by His blood,
reconciled by His death, and dailey delivered by His 1ife. The inner

secret of God's plan for us is in the continueing words in verse 10:

"Much more being reconciled, we shall be saved by His Tlife."

There it is because we are reconciled and that by the death of Christ we

can now go on to be saved by His life. Don't miss this tremendous statement,
"saved by His 1life." This in a sense is the other half of God's salvation,
the other side of the coin of salvation. We are saved through the death of
Christ, this is a finished work of Christ, sins forgiven, and a home in Heaven.
We are also saved by the life of Christ. This is the unfinished, unfolding
work of Christ. God's salvation has a present tense, "Daily delivered from
sin's dominion from the pressure of daily 1life, from fear, worry and anxiety,
from guilt and failure." I can be saved from all these through the risen
life of Christ. Where is the risen Christ today? He is seated at the right
hand of the Father. It is wonderful to realize there is a Man in Heaven,

but that isn't all. II Corinthians 13:5 has some challenging words on this
subject:

v.B®8 Examine yourselves, whether you be in the faith. Prove your own selves.
Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye
be reprobates.

mﬂmd not only this, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we hawe now received the reconciliation.
In verse one the Apostle shares with us that we are having peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ and now in verse 11, "We rejoice in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ through whom we have now received the reconciliation."

There are eight results of a relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ.

( First pf all, peace with God..
an introduction or an entree into this grace in which we stand.
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@ glorying ahé\ hope of the glory of God.

m ribulation is producing endurance.

the love of God that has been poured in our hearts.

the Holy Spirit, who was given to us.

having been justified now by His blood we shall be saved through Him

(]
rom the wrath.

An, we rejoice in God'through our Lord Jesus Christ through whom
we have now received the reconciliation.

Not only will our faith not fail when tribulation comes, but tribulation
strengthens us and gives us hope plus approved character. Not only that,
but also because of what God did for us when we were enemies. He will
bring us to heaven and we will not be downcast, but boasting in His
presence because of the certainty of assurance of our salvation.

With the eleventh verse of the fifth chapter of Romans, the revelation Teads
to a climax. Christ has died and in His death we have been justified.
Having been justified, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
And by Him, we have also received access into the grace wherein we stand.
A1l the experiences of 1ife contribute to our growth in Christ as the love
of God is shed abroad in our hearts. For when we were helpless, ungodly
sinners, God reached down, down to lift.us. VYes, when we were enemies,

Christ died for us and in His death furnished the basis for our reconciliation

so that having been justified, we were sheltered from the wrath to come
even more, much more. Now that He is alive He 1ives for us. Oh Joy,
oh Joy, oh Joy.

You have already seen that it is through Jesus Christ that we have peace
with God. It is through Jesus Christ that we have obtained access into
this grace in which we stand. It is through the blood of Christ that we
have been reconciled. It is through the 1ife of Christ that we are going
to be finally saved, and it is through the same Lord Jesus Christ that we
received our reconciliation. So we rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through the One who has achieved these priceless blessings for us.

CONCLUSION
I trust as we have been studying these verses together you are asking your-

self this question: Have I ever been made right with God by faith? And
therefore, I am experiencing peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Do I know anything about the fact that Jesus Christ died on the cross and
shed His blood and by faith have I ever applied that sacrifice to my own
personal heart and 1ife by faith receiving Christ as my own sacrifice for
sin?

These are the results, are the consequences of a relationship and the joy

.of the child of God is that he has now received the reconciliation that

has become his through our Lord Jesus Christ.



GETTING THERE

“They said to Him, ‘Rabbi . . . where are You
staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see’ ”
(John 1:38-39).

that day . ...” That is ahue all somie b s ever
do. We stay with Hlm a short time, only to wake up to !
our own realities of life. Our self-interest rises up and our
abiding with Him is past. Yet there is no circumstance of
life in which we cannot abide in Jesus.

“You are Simon . . . . You shall be called Cephas”
(1:42). God writes our new name only on those places in
our lives where He has erased our pride, self-sufficiency,
and self-interest. Some of us have our new name written
only in certain spots, like spiritual measles. And in those
areas of our lives we look all right. When we are in our
best spiritual mood, you would think we were the high-
est quality saints. But don’t dare look at us when we are |
| I not in that mood. A true disciple is one who has his new
|| name written all over him—self-interest, pride, and self-
sufficiency have been completely erased.

! Pride is the sin of making “self” our god. And some
1 of us today do this, not like the Pharisee, but like the tax
| i collector (see Luke 18:9-14). For you to say, “Oh, I'm no
'saint,” is acceptable by human standards of prlde, but it
\ | is unconscious blasphemy against God. You defy God to |
|| make you a saint, as if to say, “I am too weak and hope-
| I ess and outside the reach of the atonement by the Cross
1 | of Christ.” Why aren’t you a saint? It is either that you
| do not want to be a saint, or that you do not believe that |

God can make you into one. You say it would be all rlght !

j “if God saved you and took you straight to heaven. That

is exactly what He will do! And not only do we make our
| | home with Him, but Jesus said of His Father and Himself,
YL We will come to him and make Our home with him”

\ (]ohn 14:23). Put no conditions on your life—let Jesus be |

i everything to you, and He will take you home with Him
not only for a day, but for eternity. *\L

ere our self-interest sleeps and the real inter- |
| est is awakened “They . . . remained with Him i

|
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