STUDY NUMBER TWELVE

VICTORY IN THE RELATIONSHIP

ROMANS 8: 31 - 39

TEXT

v.31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who could
x be against us?

v.32 Indeed He who did not spare His own Son but delivered Him up for us

all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things?

v.33 Who will bring a charge against God's chosen out ones? God is the
one who justifies.

v.34 Who is the one who is condemning? Christ is he who died, yes, rather
who has been raised who is at the right hand of God, who also is
interceding for us.

v.35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

v.36 Even as it stands written, For your sake we are being put to death all
the day long; we were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.

v.37 But in all things we are winning a most glorious victory through the one
who loved us.

v.38 For I stand convinced that neither death, nor 1ife, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things about to come, nor powers,

v.39 Nor heighth, nor depth, nor any other created thing shall be able to
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

INTRODUCT ION End of 5-8

We come to the final study in our Romans series. In these last nine verses we
have a_hymn ra for all that He has done. And as
we think back over Romans 6, 7, and 8, we can certainly enter in to this
hymn_of praise with the Apost1e and know the joyful security of a Father who
has purposed it all and will accomplish that which He has purposed in and
through us.

v.31 [ What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who could be

against us?

This~yverse has two questions in ié::hhat then shall we say to these thingsfz
an f God is for us who could be against us.<

irst question, he is referring back to the act of the Father in verses

e 4

7uﬂestion, he is saying, if God is for us, who could be against us.
Here he is pointing back to verse 28: "And we are know1ng that for those who
are 10v1ng God, all things He is working together for good." God i

and he is working it all together for good. And thus, the Apostle says, "Who

could be against Tus?"

1. Creating

2. Calling

3. Choosing
4. Controlling
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Pau] dogs not ask the simple question, "Who is against us," his question is,
L W if God is for us, the God who foreknew, predestined, called, justified, and

even g]orifieg us; if that God is for us, who is against us. To that question
there 1s no_answer. The world, the flesh, and the devil may still set them-
selves 1ndarray_§ga1nst us, but they can never pFEVE?T“E@&Thst us 1f God 1s

on our side.
——————

We should be thoroughly convinced that God is for us as a result of the study
of Romans chapter one through chapter eight and verse 1hirtz.|{And SO we
could say here,“since God is for us, who could be against us?

<¥hat then shall we say to this.) This is the Tittle formula usedaalready three
. times in the chapters we have been studying which the Apostle uses to introduce

some conclusion. He implies in effect in_the light of what I have just said,
yhat are we now going to say? In the 1ight of the foregoing of the five

o

C g;y‘ great affi i how shall we conclude. And Paul's _

§:Gg2;¢¢¢”/ answer to this question is to ask five more questions to which there is no
answer,

@' If God is for us, who is against us?
V.32 He who did not spare His own son but gave Him us for us all, will He

not also give us all things with Him?

v.33| Who shall bring any charge against God's elect?
v.34)Who is to condemn?

' Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

It is not until He reaches i i at Pa ies j i £
~ subjectively. Now the word "we" in an i . Here are the
deductions we must make fro ‘objective facts for our great comfort. A

climax~1s reached in verse 30 and now even the diction rises grandly.

The implication is not that no one is against us, but that it makes not a par-
tical of difference who is. Bring in all the world, a thousand foes, unnumbered

ills, God is greater, mightier, and is on our side.

‘ v.32 J Indeed He who did not spare His own son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things?

. u . : iE!Ei. S Mo
Negatively, he did not spare his own son.contrast, positively, delivered

im up for us all.’

Isaiah 53:

v. 4 Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows, yet we did
esteem Him stricken, smitten.of God, and afflicted.

v. 5 He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquity:
and the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes
we are healed.

v. 6 A1l we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone his own way,
and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.

Now the question: How will He not also with Him, that is, Christ, graciously
« give us all things?

WL{O Wiés Mad o S Fer usg ‘[.I
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"He that spared not Hia}!;; Son"is an echo of Genesisz2:12 where God says
\oar to Abraham, "Thou hast/withheld or spared thy son, thine only son from me."
h QQD The binding of Isaac may play a greater part in Paul's thinking about the
<+ —sacrifice of Christ than appears on the surface. In Jewish interpretation
o it is treated as a classic example of the redemptive efficacy of martyrdom.
A<~ How shall He not with Him also freely give us al] things?
Vattar 6733 —
v.33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all
these things shall be added unto you.

Philippians 4:19
v.19 And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory
in Christ Jesus.

=1 What God has done seals what He will still do. The idea is not that He has
ciJAZf/ already done the greater and thus will add the less. No. It is stronger than
é"”g ) that. The greater with which He began makes it impossible for Him not to add

the rest which is _only less great. How shall He not graciously grant means

that there is no way so that God could avoid this further grant, seeing what

L425g<21/ He had already granted. The argument is not merely from the greater to the
less, but a statement of the impossibility of not completing what God began

at so tremendous a cost to himself.

Years ago a Scotsman.) arrived in Liverpool where he was to embark for his
journey to America. He fingered the few shillings that made up his total
earthly capitdl and decided that he would economize on food during the
trip in order to have more money on hand when he reached New York..He went
to a small store and laid in a supply of crackers and cheese to get him
through the days at sea. But as the voyage proggressed, the sea air made
him very hungry. To make matters worse, the dampness in the air made his
crackers soft and hisi cheese hard. He was almost desperate with hunger.
To cap the climax, he caught the fragrant whif of food on a trey a staward
was carrying to another passenger. The hungry man made up hig mind that he
would have one good square meal even though it might take several of his
shillings. He waited the return of the stuard and ask him how much it
would cost to go to the dining room and gét a dinner. The steward asked
the Scotsman~ if he had a ticket for the steamship passage. The man
showed his ticket and the steward told him that all meals were included in

the price of the ticket. The poor man could have saved the money he spent
on crackers and cheese. He could have gone to the dining room and eaten as

much as he liked every meal time. This is a humble picture of the position
It's a total of many people who have believed in Christ as Saviour. Because of that :
AL faith, they are saved, but they go on their miserable way without appropriating
package - any of the bTessings that God has for them in Christ. How terrible.is the
everything responsibility of these crackers and cheese Christians who show no joy to
ke those who are looking for reality of joy in 1ife. Such Christians cannot
is included show it because they do not have it. Yet it was all provided for them in

Christ. “He that spared not His own son but delivered Him up for us all,
how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?"

'm Who will bring a charge against God's chosen out ones? God is the
#3 one who justifies.
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, No one can bring a charge when God clears the slate. He has wiped the
slate clean.
Isai g
v.18 Come Tet us reason together saith the Lord. Though your sins be as
He has settled scarlet, they shall be as white as snow. Though they be as red as
crimson, they shall be as wool.

all the claims

against us What God does, He does completely, and there is no charge that can be brought
against God's chosen out ones because he is the one who is doing the justifying.

before we

go to court Since God is the judge and the case is against God, and He is the one who
justifies, there is no one who can bring a charge against God's chosen out

i ones.

Paid the He is the one who ruled and dropped the

Fine in A soveriegn protector I have . : :

= Unséen . 'yet TChavar At haiid ga.vel.dec}armg us perfectly righteous in
Unchangeably faithful to save, His sight!

Almighty to rule and command.

He smiles and my comforts abound,
His grace as the dae’shall descend.
And walls of salvation surround
the soul He delighted to defend.

#4 ‘ v.34 |Who is the one who is condemning? Christ is he who died, yes, rather
"who has been raised who is at the right hand of God, who also is
interceding for us.

#4 Who is 2_one who js gomd 'n-? Chrisf ong,.ﬂi§_ggugra His dea@h, His.
ressurection, and His_intercession. And our union with Him according to
jﬂﬁﬁﬁiﬁ:giglxense_nna_through eight,;ggygniegn_de?iver us from any possibility

of condemnation.

Romans 8:1.

v. 1 Therefore, now, there is no doom for those who are in Christ Jesus.

John 5:24
v.24 Truly, truly, I say to you, He who hears my word and believes Him who
<§ sent me has eternal life and does not come into judgment, but has
assed out of death into life.
- ; Its all about Him!

3 al _salient  factors that keep us from condemnation.
L First,) s died, and in that death, He died for our sins. Yes, and He has

W*“M (7 %een raised which is a token of the satisfactory completion of the work the
Q%ft////’ Sg;%gihgave Him to do. e Father was totally satisfied with the work of the
msij:§§§TQQSiIinn at the right hand of God speaks to us of His power and
authority.(4And, He is also there interceding for us.
st Febrens 1 .

who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or
“ #5 ; distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
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#5 In this verse he asks the next question and then asks: whether the following
W seven things will separate us from that love of Christs ——
e

An early fifth century Christian witness well illustrates Paul's jubilation
when Qgﬁgégéggm was brought before the Roman emporer, the emporer threatened
him with banishment if he remained a Christian. Chrysostom replied, "Thou
canst not banish me for this world is my Father's house." "But I will slay
thee," said the Emporer. "Nay, thou canst not," said the noble champion of
the faith, "for my 1ife is hidden with Christ in God." "I will take away
thy treasures." "Nay, thou canst not, for my treasure is in heaven and my
heart is there." "But I will drive you away from man and thou shallt have
no friends left." "Nay, thou canst not for I have a friend in heaven from
whom thou canst not separate me. 1[I defy thee for there is nothing that thou
canst do to hurt me,"

There is(a_seven-fold emphasis)running through these verses:
1. No condemnation Trbulad cm - CQvcumsovee,

g: zg ag;lﬁess distvess -~  trals

4, No defeat Peviecwtian - opp.

5. No dispair Famine ~ Foed

6. No want NaKedwess -~ Clothar

7. No separation Perit - DBanger
Swomrd ~ Deaf vam

It is recorded that Spurgeon once saw on a weather eeck- the words, "God
Tove," And on remarkifg to His companion that he did not think that 7t was
appropriate on so changeable a thing, he was met with the answer that he had

~ C!i misinterpretted it. That it really meant, God is love which-~ever way the
\))\fa\%- wind may blow. oo

The world 1ikesto point to our afflictions as proof of the fact that Christ
£ shas ceased to love us. Or that His Tove is imaginary. The Jews mocked Jesus
F[u;,k under the cross. "He trusted in God. Let Him deliver Him now, if He will $ave
P«E V\M,Him. For He said, ' I am the Son of God.' So men say to us, so our own hearts
W _~say to us when the waves threaten to overwhelm our 1ittle bark as they did the

oVt \;ﬂl oat of the disciples on the Sea of Galilee while Jesus slept. "He seems to
Q E;;;Sﬁ1° ”’ﬁave forgotten us, to have ceased caring for us." The afflicti ar
3_,/f' Tike a gulf that separates us from Him, a gulf which He has allowed to remove

A v
v U5 far_from Him.

v.36 |Even as it stands writtihg) For your sake we are being put to death all
the day long; we were considered as sheep to be slaughtered.

=11
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surrpassing
greatness of the power may be of God and not from ourselves
v. 8 We are afflicted in every way; but not crushed, perplexed, but not
déspairing

" ¢ v. 9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed

v.10 Always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the lTife of

Jesus also may be manifested in our body.
v.1l For we who 1ive are constantly being delivered over death for Jesus sake



Jim Elliot: "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose."
i

con:: ¥.1l:
v.1l that the 1ife of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.

But in all things we are winning a most glorious victory through the

Tk \351@

Who are we to
Question?
Who are we
to resist?

Who are we
to argue?

Father, is it
possible
nevertheless.

one who loved us.

CZ:::::;/The "in_all things" takes us back to verse 28 of this chapter where the

Apost1e says, "We are knowing that for those who are 10v1ng God, all things
He is working together for good for those who are called in accofﬂance with
his purpose.

{_Ihesa11on1ans 5: 18
v.18 In everything give thanks for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

II Corj -
v.14 Now thanks be unto God who is always leading us in triumph.

How can a sheep for the slaughter be m ;7Th1s is another
wonderful paradox of the Christian faith. What does it mean to be more than
a conqueror? It means to have assistance from another who gets the victory
for us and never lets us be defeated. The victory beth belongs to Chr1st
and not to us. The victorious Tife is His Tife, not ours.

The Bible does not promise escape from suffering. If it did, then, everybody
would become a Christian.just avoid accidents, troubles, heart attacks, cancer.
That might be a good motive for being religious, but it's a poor motive for
being a Christian. Instead, God offers us his presence in all of life's
troubles. He tells us that nothing can ever shake his love for us. For the
Christian, every cloud doesn't have a silver lining, but behind the clouds,
the sun is always shining. Prose really can't do these last lines of Romams
eight justice, but perhaps the following poetry by Ralph Carmicheal begins

to catch the substance of Paul's thought:

We are more than conquerors through Him that Toves us so

The Christ that dwells within us is the greatest power we know

He will fight beside us, though the enemy is great

Who can stand against us, He's the captain of our fait. Phil. 4:13
Then we will conquer never fear to let the battle rage,

He has promised to be near until the end of the age.

We are more than conquerors through Him that loves us so

The Christ that dwells within us is the greatest power we know.

S. Canon Guy King stood waiting for a train to London. A train discharged a
Tootball team returning home after a game in another city. It was before the

days of radio and telephone, so nobody knew the results of the game. A small
boy pushed through the crowd and asked one of the players. Leaping joyfully

he ran outside shouting to the others, "We won, we won!" He was not a

member of the team nor of the school represented by the team, but he was_filled
with joy over a victory with which he associated himself. Thus it is that we

face our daily Tife. We can 1ive in joy and in triumph, we can sg%é¥? "We won'.
over the victory that was accomplished by our Lord Jesus Christ on Calvary =

g% %Egé;'- We—are i the-midst-of somedefreat inour 1ives. We have the———~
1g o know what our Lord won for us and to enter into the triumph of it.




o
We are having this glorious victory in all things through the Lord Jesus
Christ who Toved us and gave himself for us.

i 174 Ll
You will notice that it is'in_a]l of these things and not out of all of these
things'‘that we are winning the most glorious victory. S e

We are more than conquerors, we are told. How can this be possible? This
goes beyond success. Language is hardly adequate here to express what is
meant. To conquer may mean nothing more than to gain a victory. But to

be more than conqueror means to gain special advantage over the foe who has
been conquered. To be more that conquerors is to be able to use our conquest
for our good, not just merely to overthrow the foe. What that good is, Romans
8:28 tells us: "And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose." Then it
goes on to tell us that that purpose is our being formed in the image of God's
Son. So then, to be more that conquerors is not only to overcome the foe, but
in that overcoming, learn lessons that could never have been Tearned inany
other way, and that lead to the fulfilling of God's final purpose in us.

II Corinthians 4:8 =10, (Williams translation)

V. 8 On every side I am ever hard pressed, but never hemmed in, always perplexed,

but never to the point of dispair:

lv. 9 Always being persucuted, but not deserted;

v.10 Always being exposed to death as Jesus was so that in my life the Tife
of Jesus may be clearly shown.

Such is being more than conqueror, it means not only defeating the enemy, but

rising to glorious heights above his prostrate form.- More that conquerors.

C.olg_sa_s_i_ﬂ_ls—;dﬁ-
V. When he had disarmed the rulers and authorities, he made a public display
of them, having truimphed over them through it, that iss the cross. =~ -~

v.38\r or I stand convinced that neithefégeath, nd?jﬁife, noﬁggngekéﬁ nor
fprincipalities, nor<things present§®nor things about to come,nor powers,

v.39 Nor heighth, nofidepth, nor*@ny other created things shall be able to

separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Apostle in his final statement speaks of his own persons/conviction as he
has developed the subjact of this relationship throughout the entire four
chapters, . He now points up the fact that these ten things listed, none of

them shall be e To separ od whi
‘Jesus our Lord. ool

These last two verses constitute a fitting benediction or better still, a
Hallelujah Chorus for the conclusion of this first major section of Romans

elled "The Doctrinal Section." Paul returns now to the use
of the first person pronoun which he dropped after verse 18. "I am persuaded"
means Paul had a conviction that the Holy Spirit had made real to him in
experience. Paul lists the things that might separate a believer from the
lTove of God if it were possible:
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eathy for as much then as the children of partakers of flesh and blood, he
6} prrals0 himself Tikewise took part of the same, that through death he might
d

estroy hi is, the devi]l. And deliver
- ~ them who through fear of death were all of their lifetime subject to bondage.

& more difficult to face than death.~ Filled with temptation, failures,
disappiontments, uncertainties and suffering.

Cﬁ)l:E;;;I;J Does Paul mean fallen angels? They effect our living more than we
know.

-l

é;” Principa]itie§i) These are spiritual enemies of the believer. For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
rulers of the darkness of this world. Against spiritual wickedness in high

places.

@] Powers.| Graduation piritual foes. ently th
he _Towest rank. (grinciga 1t1e§ are next, anat the top. This is
part of the great 3Spirt rfare in w 1ch the believer is engaged.

:(L‘JJ% @Thmgs Qresen# is present circumstances. lThings to cor@efer‘s to the future.
(E@\*@‘ e know not what a day may bring forth.
Qﬁ QLW » In these two verses, the Apostle is speaking of fgu d1ffgregx spheres. First,
<abﬁio sphere of eé%égggge in death and Tife.
the sphere o creaied,th4ngs in angels, principalities, and powers
- The sphere of time me, that is present and things to come
the sphere of §§ace, heighth and depth.
ijk“ght Paul raises the QUest1on as the possibility of anything separat1ng us from the
Highest love of Christ. His hing from
point in experience of 1ife which can happen in this world to a Christian. Nothing in
the éxistence or nothing potential can separate a child of God from the Tove of God;
universe Nothing more can be added to this marvelous arrangement for saved sinners. We
can only bow in adoration and sing the doxology "Praise God from Whom A1l Bless-
1Eg%_ElgEtTEEQl§g_H1m.alJ_4n1ﬁuunnnLJuaﬁiJiEEi&;_Era15e_HJnLabnMe_yeﬁhegiﬁnlx_-
9. Depth hosts, Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost."
Lowest TR ;
point Dr. Barnhouse tells the story when he used to live in France in his student
days, he was used of God to lead a girl to Christ. This girl later became
10. Any the wife of one of the French pastors in the south of France. She often came
: to our home and saw us taking verses from a promise box. A small box that
other held approximately 200 promises from the Bible, printed on heavy paper, curled
created into cylinders. We used to take one out and read it when we needed a word of
thing special comfort. This girl made a promise box by hand, writing these same
Only God promises in French. Throughout the years, this box has been used in her home

is

by her children and they have been taught to trust the Lord. She told us of
an incident that happened to her during the war. There was no food that was

uncreated available except $ﬁ§§g§_Qf_DQIﬁLQ"EgQliﬂgé_frﬂm_Ihe_reiiﬁuﬁéﬂt Herchildren
everyone were emaciated. ey cried to her for food. Their clothing was almost in

and

rags and their ghgg§_w§£§_ﬂﬂrn_xhnough In one of her most traggic moments

everything she turned to the promise box in desperat1on. She prayed, "L$%d, oh Lord?

\“else is
excluded.

I have such great needs. Is there a-promise here that is really Tor me?
—— —

— i

Our salvation was secured by God's decree from eternity past and will be held secure
by Christ's love through all future time and throughout all eternity.
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¢ Show me, oh Lord, what promise that I can have in this time of famine

), W make’, in this time of peril and sword." She was blinded by her tears
and in reaching for the box she knocked it over. The promises showered
down around her on her lap, on the floor, not one was left in the box.
She knew a moment of supreme joy in the Lord as the Holy Spirit suffused
her with divine power and 1ight, she realized that all of the promises
were indeed for her in the very hour of her greatest need. So it can
be for you today. "Man cannnot live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceeds out of the mouth of God.""Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ?" "You who have once known the love of God surely know
that there is nothing in this world or in the world to come that can sep-
arate you from the love of Christ which passeth knowledge." "Therefore
be ye steadfast unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
for as much as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord."

Is it true that God is Tove to me as a Christian? And does the love of

God mean all that has been said? If so, certain questions arise:

Why do I ever grumble and show discontentment and resentment at the circum-
~stances in which God has placed me? Why am I ever distrustful, fearful, or

depressed? Why do I ever allow myself to grow cool, formal, and half-hearted

in the service of the God who Toves me so? Why do I ever allow my loyalties

to be divided so that God has not all my heart? John wrote that God is Tove.

in order to make an ethical point. God so loved us, we also ought to love one

another. Could an observer learn from the quality and degree of love that

I show to others, my wife, my husband, my family, my neighbors, people at

church, people at work, anything at all about the greatness of God's

love to me? Meditate upon these things and examine yourself.

-
k—O‘ 1king along the deck of a ship might fall. His fall might hurt him,
L_ but it would not be the same as falling off the ship. The believer when he
M P sins has fallen on the deck, but he certainly has not gone overboard. When
( \h»é a man is born again he cannot be unborn. He may get out of fellowship. but

J;iJ%2??9E_QeL_nuI_QI_relaIJLuEﬂljgﬁ God has made provision for restoring him
Q o fellowship. Christ will see to it that no ways, death, 1ife, angels,
LZOA? pricipalities, powers, things present, things to come, he1ghth depth, nor
v any other creature shall ever sweep us off the deck.

‘dv\ﬁ L}4ﬁhat the Apostle does in these final verses is to show us the permanance of the
‘reTlationship that has been established. And that there is nothing in all the
Slg world that can break this relationship. The Father is going to accomplish His
h 1timate purpose of glorification. We can trust Him to do this.

’Fg ) DWS CONCLUSION

I want to urge upon you to give serious consideration to your own
}] relationship to Jesus Christ and whether or not in your Christian 1ife you
have learned to live in the relationship knowing that a relationship grows by
<jl£l/,/<?” spending time with the one with whom you are having the relationship. Going to
church once a week or calling on the phone once a week isn't going to get it
done. It takes time and the Lord has designed His Word and our prayer life for
this means of deepening of the relationship



August 26
Thursday

OLper Or
BETTER?

ReAD:
2 Cor. 4:16-18

Even though our
outward man is
perishing, yet the
inward man is being
renewed day by day.
—2 Corinthians 4:16

THE BiBLE IN ONE YEAR:
i Psalm 119:89-176
i 1 Corinthians 8

e know we’re getting older when
we say things like, “Can you
believe how young those professional
baseball players are?” And it’s a sure
sign of aging when we no longer ask,
“How are you?” but say, “Hey, you
look terrific’—as if we’re surprised.
Aging is inevitable. Unfortunately,
society has taught us to fear advanc-
ing age and to disguise its reality as
much as possible. But aging can actu-
ally be a wonderful thing. Followers
of Jesus have the capacity to get sig-
nificantly better with age. As Paul put
it: “Even though our outward man is
perishing, yet the inward man is being
renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 4:16).
Just as there are physical signs that
reveal we're getting older, there are

signs that show we are getting better. Rather than becoming
more crotchety, intolerant, and unloving, the maturing fol-
lower of Jesus grows better at forgiving, loving, and caring.
Growing older is a continuation of the journey to become
more like Jesus, which means that as time goes on our heart
and attitudes should increasingly resonate with and reflect the
compelling character and winsome ways of our Savior.

So as we grow older, let’s embrace the opportunity to
become spiritually more like Jesus. Our friends will notice
that we look better with age. —Joe Stowell

The seeds of aging sprout in youth,
As weeds or grain they’re sure to grow;
But if we sow with love and truth,
A golden harvest we can know. —D. De Haan

Don’t just grow older—
grow better as a follower of Jesus.




August 27 verything was quiet in our yard.
Eeiday:  Cidiig While I worked at the patio table,
our dog, Maggie, lay nearby in the

grass. A slight rustling of dry leaves
BOTH N EAR changed everything. Maggie made her

AND FAR move, and suddenly she was circling a
tree, where a woodchuck clung tightly

READ: to the trunk.

Matthew 15:7-20 Maggie came when I called, but I

couldn’t get her to look at me. Her
neck was in a rigidly fixed position.
Turn away my eyes Although she was near me physically,

from looking at her thoughts and desires were with
worthless things, and

revive me in Your way. that waodchuck. A

— Psalm 119:37 Maggie and the woodchuck remind
me of how quickly I become preoc-

THE BIBLE IN ONE YEAR: cupied with things that take my eyes

@ Psalms 120-122 off Jesus. Old temptations, new

& 1 Corinthians 9 responsibilities, or ongoing desires

for possessions or pleasure can quickly divert my attention
from the One who knows and wants what is best for me.

A similar spiritual condition afflicted the Pharisees (Matt.
15:8-9). They were serving in the temple and instructing
others, but their hearts were far from God.

We too can teach and serve at church but be far from God.
Even our religious activity becomes meaningless when our
focus is not on Jesus. But if we stop being “stiff-necked”
(Acts 7:51), the Lord can turn our eyes away from worthless
things and revive our hearts. —Julie Ackerman Link

- Some people follow Jesus Christ,
Then obstacles get in their way;
But if they’ll focus on the Lord
They won't be led astray. —Sper

When Christ is the center of our life,
all else comes into proper focus.
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Miracles Follow the Plow

Break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till
he come and rain righteousness upon you. (Hosea 10:12)

here are two kinds of ground: fallow ground, and

ground that has been broken up by the plow.

The fallow field is smug, contented, protected from the
shock of the plow and the agitation of the harrow. Such a
field, as it lies year after year, becomesa familiar landmark to
the crow and the blue jay. Had it intelligence, it might take
2 lot of satisfaction in its reputation; it has stability; nature
has adopted it; it can be counted upon to remain always
the same while the fields around it change from brown to
green and back to brown again. Safe and undisturbed, it
sprawls lazily in the sunshine, the picture of sleepy con-
tentment. But it is paying a terrible price for its tranquility:
Never does it see the miracle of growth; never does it feel
the motions of mounting life nor see the wonders of burst-
ing seed nor the beauty of ripening grain. Fruit it can never
know because it is afraid of the plow and the harrow.

In direct opposite to this, the cultivated field has yield-
ed itself to the adventure of living. The protecting fence has
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opened to admit the plow, and the plow has come as plows
always come, practical, cruel, businesslike and in a hurry.
Peace has been shattered by the shouting farmer and the
rattle of machinery. The field has felt the travail of change;
it has been upset, turned over, bruised and broken, but its
rewards come hard upon its labors. The seed shoots up
into the daylight its miracle of life, curious, exploring the
new world above it. All over the field the hand of God is at
work in the age-old and ever renewed service of creation.
New things are born, to grow, mature and consummate
the grand prophecy latent in the seed when it entered the
ground. Nature’s wonders follow the plow.

There are two kinds of lives also: the fallow and the
plowed. For examples of the fallow life we need not go far.
They are all too plentiful among us.

The man of fallow life is contented with himself and
the fruit he once bore. He does not want to be disturbed.
He smiles in tolerant superiority at revivals, fastings, self-
searchings, and all the travail of fruit-bearing and the an-
guish of advance. The spirit of adventure is dead within
him. He is steady, “faithful,” always in his accustomed place
(like the old field), conservative and something of a land-
mark in the little church. But he is fruitless. The curse of
such a life is that it is fixed, both in size and in content. To be
has taken the place of to become. The worst that can be said
of such a man is that he is what he will be. He has fenced
himself in, and by the same act, he has fenced out God and
the miracle.

The plowed life is the life that has, in the act of repen-
tance, thrown down the protecting fences and sent the
plow of confession into the soul. The urge of the Spirit, the
pressure of circumstances and the distress of fruitless living
have combined thoroughly to humble the heart. Such a life
has put away defense and has forsaken the safety of death
for the peril of life. Discontent, yearning, contrition, coura-
geous obedience to the will of God: These have bruised and
broken the soil till it is ready again for the seed. And as al-
ways, fruit follows the plow. Life and growth begln as God
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EYES THAT STILL SEE

Dr. Dick Knarr and his wife Ethel and daughter Hilary flew into
Portland, Oregon, where Rich, their son, who travelled west with
us, and I met them. Their purpose in coming was to spend time
with Gene who is a nephew and to visit the man who was the
recipient of 1ittle Amy's eyes.

The highpoint of their trip was this meeting of a man and his
family who is anticipating the completion of his studies toward
a law degree because of our friends thoughtfulness in the hour
of their own personal Tloss.

The Apostle Paul shares a similar experience in Galatians 4:15,

"Where then is that sense of blLessing you had? For I bean
you witness, that if possible, you would have plucked out
your eyes and given them to me."

Paul had an eye disease evidently and these Galatian Christians
at one time loved him so much that they would have given their
eyes to him.

Jesus said: "Greater Love has no man than this, that one Lay
down his Life for his griends.”

I John 3:16,

"We know Love by this, that He Laid down His Life forn ws;
and we ought fo Lay down our Lives fon the brethren."

How willing are you to give when you yourself are experiencing
need?
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WHAT EVERY WIFE 34
SHOULD KNOW --



there the satisfaction and fulfillment that she can
find in her home, her husband and her hearth, if
the conditions in that home are as God intended
them to be. This is not always possible, I know,
but it is best.

The third reason why o wife should be subject
to her husband concerns the thorny issue of how
this is to be dome. Women, quite properly, ask,
«“What if my husband isn't right? I differ with
him. How much should I be subject to him?”
These are very practical matiers.

{ . . . .
«_ The answer of Scripture 1s contained in one

word—the very first word in this passage, “like-
wise.” The word indicates that an example has
already been given and that women are to con-
form to the example in their subjection. It is the
example of Jesus Christ in his subjection to the
circumstances in which the Father had placed
Him. It is described in I Peter 2:20-23, “For
what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your
faults, ve shall take it patiently? but if, when ye
do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently,
this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto
were ye called: because Christ also suffered for
us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow
his steps . . . who, when he was reviled, reviled
not again; when he suffered, he threatened not;
but committed himself to him that judgeth right-
eously.”

As Paul set before husbands the example of
Christ, “Husbands, Jove your wives, even as
Christ loved the church,” so Peter sets before
wives the same standard. Wives are to submit to
their husbands as Christ submitted to the Father
in accepting the circumstances in which the
Father had placed Him. He did not quarrel with
His ecircumstances, He took them as from the
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