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THE USE OF POWER
In his 1989 Inaugural Address, George H. W. Bush stated:

We meet on democracy’s front porch, a good place to talk as
neighbors and as friends. For this is a day when our nation is
made whole, when our differences, for a moment, are suspended.

And my first act as President is a prayer. I ask you to bow
your heads:

Heavenly Father, we bow our heads and thank You for Your
love. Accept our thanks for the peace that yields this day and the
shared faith that makes its continuance likely. Make us strong to
do Your work, willing to heed and hear Your will, and write on
our hearts these words: “Use power to help people.” For we are
given power not to advance our own purposes, nor to make a great
show in the world, nor a name. There is but one just use of power,
and it is to serve people. Help us to remember it, Lord. Amen.

p. 50

THE FOURTH OF JULY
CELEBRATION

On July 3, 1776, following the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, John Adams wrote to his wife, reflecting on what
he had shared in Congress concerning the importance of that day:

The second day of July 1776 will be the most memorable
epoch in the history of America. I am apt to believe that it will be
celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary
festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of deliverance,
by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be
solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports,
guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of this
continent to the other, from this time forward forever.

You will think me transported with enthusiasm, but I am
not. I am well aware of the toil and blood and treasure that it will
cost to maintain this Declaration and support and defend these
States. Yet through all the gloom I can see the rays of ravishing
light and glory. I can see that the end is worth more than all the
means; that posterity will trtumph in that day’s transaction, even
though we [may regret] it, which I trust in God we shall not.

p. 53



Subject: Fw: Fwd: FW: Gooed conversation
Subject: Fwd: FW: Good conversation

For my veteran brothers and sisters and others.

Love it! ..conversation overheard on the VHF Guard (emergency) frequency 121.5 MHz whi
Europe to Dubai

e i - : ; v < S : ! - ’
Iranian Air Defense Site: "Unknown aircraft you are in Iranian airspace. Identify yourself.
Aireraft: 'This is a United States aircraft. I am in Iraqi airspace.’

Air Defense Site: "You are in Iranian airspace. If you do not depart our airspace we will launc
aircraft!

Aircraft; 'This is a United States Marine Corps FA-18 fighter. Send 'em up, I'll wait!’
Air Defense Site: ( .... total silence)

God bless our troops.
There is something about a Marine that makes other countries listen to reason,

6/22/2010



Sent: Monday, June 28, 2010 7:06 PM
To: Don Anderson
Subject: Fwd: (no subject)

1 kinda like some of these...
>>

>

> 1. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...

> The finance committee refuses to provide

> funds for the purchase of a chandelier

> because none

of the members knows how to play one.

>

> 2. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...

> People ask, when they learn that Jesus fed

> the 5000, whether the two fish were bass or

> catfish, and what bait was used to catch

>'em.

>

> 3. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...

> When the pastor says, "I'd like to ask

> Bubba to help take up the offering" and five guys

> and two women stand up.

>

> 4. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...

> QOpening day of deer season is recognized as

> an official church holiday.

>

> 5. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if...

> A member of the church requests to be

> buried in his 4-wheel-drive truck because "It

> ain't never been in a hole it couldn't get out of"

>

> 6. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...

> The choir is known as the "OK Chorale".

>

> 7. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...
.ﬁ; > In a congregation of 500 members, there are

> only seven last names in the church directory.
>

>

> 8. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...
@ > People think "rapture" is what you get when
> you lift something too heavy.

>

> 9. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...
> The baptismal pool is a #2 galvanized

> "Wheeling" washtub.

>

> 10. You Know You're in a Redneck Church

> if.. . The choir robes were donated

> by (and embroidered with the logo from)
> Billy Bob's Barbecue
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> 11. You Know You're in a Redneck Church
> if... The > collection plates are really

> hubcaps from a '56 Chevy.

>

> 12. You Know You're in a Redneck Church
> if. Instead of a

> bell you are called to

> service by a duck call.

>

> 13. You Know You're in a Redneck Church
> if.. The minister and his wife

> drive matching pickup trucks.

>

> 14. You Know You're in a Redneck Church
> if.. The communion wine is Boone's Farm
> "Tickled Pink".

>

> 15. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if...
> "Thou shall not covet" applies to

> huntin' dogs, too.

>

> 16. You know You're in a Redneck Church
> if.. The final words of the benediction are,
> "Y'all come back now, Ya hear".

>

> God Bless, and don't fergit ta say yer prayers...

v

VVVVYVVVVYVVVVYVVYV

>

> 1. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...
> The finance committee refuses to provide

> funds for the purchase of a chandelier

>because none of the members knows how to play one.

>

> 2. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...
> People ask, when they learn that Jesus fed

> the 5000, whether the two fish were bass or

> catfish, and what bait was used to catch
>'em.

>

> 3. You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...
> When the pastor says, "I'd like to ask

> Bubba to help take up the offering” and five guys
> and two women stand up.

>

>4, You Know You're in a Redneck Church if ...
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STUDY NUMBER TBR{

THE RESPONSIBILITY TO THE RELATIONSHIP

——

CHAPTER 6: 1 - 10

v. 1 Uhat then shall we say? Are we to continue in sin in order that
grace might increase?

2 May it never be. How shall we who died to sin still live in it?

V. 3 0Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptised into Christ

Jesus have been baptised into His death?

V. 4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death; in
order that in the same manner as Christ was raised up from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so also we too might walk in a new
life.

v.:5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death,

certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection.

Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him in order that

L},V¥l ¥ the sinful body may be done away with that we should no longer be

§>cm ‘-\pcw‘v slaves to sin.

<
.
(@)

A - . 7 Fer the one who died has been freed from sin.

¥ = V. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we are believing that we shall also live
X0 Lo N with Him:
&V ISl V. 9 Knowing that Christ having been raised from the dead no Tonger is

x© . dying, death is no longer exercising Lordship over him.
v.10 For the death He died, He died to sin once for all: but the 1ife He

i il«l"es"H,e,;,;"iiﬁ%ﬁ?éj'A Pt cut oF Ha Snake that iiled Four Shill

INTRODUCTION

S

{

( We have been-pursuing the subject, "God wants a relationship and not a
performance.” In our first study we noted together the eight consequences
of a relationship. ARd Tn study number wo we sag how the relationship
was ?fjﬁ passible.din.that {n Adam died. in.Christ all have been made
alive. [ Verse 19 /of the previous chapter sort of summarized it all: "

v.19Ear. 5 hrough the disobedience of the one man, Adam

tituted sinners. S through the obed the one, the Lord
Jesus Christ, the many{wi constituted righteous.

.
.*/And this is_the key to a potential relationship.)

This Teads us now into Chapter 6 and I have titled this study "The Responsibi-.

lity to the Relationship.
in hghl_(j rd_Jesus_Chris t,@at
ard_sinjnow that we are no

a ' :
At An entirely new order of chings has been introduced when you have abounding
Y\xvo 3uu3__,Hﬁru_ﬁumﬁ__?F_1,-u-ﬁ?&-—ﬂ~———eu————w—Hmwmmmm—wl~r—-nxﬁr_3_“n.
\ £&s¥ﬂw grace ough a gi oT _rignteousness in our Lord Jesus Christ. Ands
E:fjiff’///# chapters b, 7, and 8 are going to discuss thepPPafTricationsf of this new rela-
tionship. - ' ' '

=
-

If we were to try to summarize the next three chapters in-sapibadefom we would
say Holipess in Christ, chapter(6,) Without Law, chapter{7) By the Holy Spirit,
Cha r ) T e W

[ o




-r“"" b Howwe E_LL'Z_ALML'_‘::" Yo L& Wke Teotl bed
! C‘,O!“"‘ds W R 8 \ ‘;:mc‘n beth ends & Sagy‘n m-l-ﬂ‘_,

N Mddle®. |
Lt Jsdbe STUDY NUMBER FOUR ’
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SIN AND THE RELATIONsHIP T Fa%a Qo ot 0k doother 4 wons

- W Toant vevambaribirs 3 qui £
Romans 6: 11 - 23

‘ (\a‘t”’ TEXT plee Ay vAa
VR(}q v.11 So also you consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God
oW in Christ Jesus.
1ﬂ£ & v.12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, so that you are
wﬂﬂ e obeying its desires.
\stt v.13 Moreover stop presenting the members of your body to sin as tools of
%l I/ wickedness: but present yourselves to God as those who are alive from
l&ﬂl the dead, and your members as tools of righteousness to God.
WRRIL v.14 For sin shall not exercise lordship over you: for you are not under
F/,,/’/’ law, but under grace.
) v.15 What then? Shall we sin, because we are not under law, but under grace?
f ¢ M May it never be.
SWM ce” v.16 Are you not knowing that when you present yourselves to someone as

Uﬁi' slaves resulting in obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you are

obeying; whether of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting
4£Jym in righteousness?
s v.17 But thanks be to God, that though you were slaves of sin, you obeyed
Wt from the heart to that form of teaching for the learning of which
A58 you were given over.
C>§E€’ 2 v.18 And having been set free from sin, you were made slaves to righteousness:
7r147 v.19 I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh:

for just as you presented your members as slaves to uncleaness and Taw-

v lessness, resulting in lawlessness; so now present your members as
o i* ‘ #dqw slaves to righteousness resulting in holiness.

nY4' v,.20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free with respect to righte-

1S : ousness.
(,Efﬁh L v.21 Therefore, what fruit were you having then from the things of which you
9@“? are now ashamed? for the outcome of those things is death.

ziﬁtﬂp v.22 But now having been set free from sin, and having been made bondslaves
of God, you are having your fruit resulting in holiness, and the outcome

eternal life.
v.23 For the wages of sin is death; but the free gift of God is Tife eternal
Py in Christ Jesus our Lord.

X
M INTRODUCTION
CE7 Thus far in our study we have looked together at the results of a relatj i
4Z¢;;;§57 in study number one, and the "how. i p in study number two and

here we have seen a contrast betw ist with the thought that we
e

were born in Adam and born again into the Father's family through a relation-
hip to Jesus Christ. And in the third study in chapter six, verses 1 - 10

e looked together at the responsibility to the relationship. wnimw w(x

come now to a consideration of study number four in verses 11 - 23 of chap-

ol
‘;g;ii:gﬁ;/’/ter 6, and here we are going to be dealing with the problem of sin_and the

relationship in these verses.

B

p// So also, you consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God

in Christ Jesus.

-
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Here in _the 11th verse the Apostle js talking abou T.tad
€ believer's responsibility to copsider himself t i
3

) - alive to God in Christ Jesus. It is interesting that the Christian
beqgins with an attitude toward sin. e o

A11 doctripe.i nositiona 2 3 First we 9 the truth,
ALUA) T =Y octrine of scripture must be sqeezed
eather and brought on to the stage of everyday living. This is
“~i1lustrated in Colossians 3 where in verse 3 Paul tells us dead, then in
verse 5 tells us to put ourselves to death. That sounds 1like so much double
talk, doesn't it. But the explanation is simple, if we understand the

principle of appropriation. In verse 3 Paul states a theological fact.
in verse 5, live

From the viewpoint of heaven, we are dead. Now Pz :

like it. Our death is st be/approp dy This istrue”

in every area of the Ch : life. For instance; e—devil's defeat is
i i e ye If we don't, the old

()
h Christ, therefore

absojute., but we must appropriate Ves
ragon will beat the-daylights o w i
s - serfeckonned by Fail

\
2

%
-
-

\

<~

Now, reckonning is not make believe, it's not screwing up our faith to be-
Teive something We do not believe. We are not to pretend that our old nature

as died when we know perfectly well that it has not. We are rather to realize

at our old self, that is our former self, did die. Thus, paying the penal-
ty of its sins and putting an end to its career. So Paul says, "reckon your-
selves," or better consideryourselves, or better still, regard yourselves as

being what, in fa ou are - dead to sin and alive to God, Once we realize
at our old Tife has ended, the score settled, the debt paid, the law satis-
fied we shall want to have nothi with 1t. E find it helpful

et 1ETT£]ﬁE 0 _these terms. Our biography is written in two volumes. Volume

one is the story of the o1d man, the 0Td SelT of me before my conversion.
Volume II is the story of the new map, the new self of me after I've been
made a new creation in Christ. Volume I of my biography ended with the
judicial death of the old self. I was a sinner, I deserved to die, I had to
die. I received my deserts in my substitute with whom I have become one.
Volume II of my biography openned with my resurrection, my old 1ife having
finished, the new 1ife to God has bequn,

%%Mwwmmm Paul
_ Lo_‘ States that we must continually consider ourselves to be dead to sin, but
RJ“L' us- alive to God in Christ Jesus. The practice of victory over enslaving sin
/j, i comes not by trying harder or by self-abnegation, but by considering. This
Rl on is the same w sed to describe God's reckonning righteous to Abraham b
ﬁﬁf&»”‘ faith. . ln Christ Jesus we d new ﬁ related to God, This new relationship
as put into an entirely new and different position to the formerly enslaving
sin. When a solicitation to do_evil, to disobey God confro we are
to count on the fact that we are now in Chri D3 of a new humanity that
7s freed from the old captivity that Tead us to follow sin's dictate
urthermore we are alive with Christ's resurrection 1ife to serve in obedi-
ence to God. Christ victorious death to sin's power is also _our victory,
Christ's resurrection to continue [ife and obedience to God is also our new
[iTe.
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"Saved"” present tense ,_

We are to count on that it i ‘

ago. But when He came back from the dead, we came back from the dead in
rist. We are n er i in th , but we are to live in

Christ Jesus, just as the bird lives in the air and the fish 1lives in the

water. We are not dead to sin, struggling, trying, praying, striving,

or feeling. We are to reck f Cheist § i

glorified life. We are to keep on reckonning dayv by day. This is the way
of the Christian pilgrim.._Saved by(faith) living by{faith) justified b
sanctified b m Natural{morality of the world teaches map to
Frive Lo be what he ought to-be) G&d's method for the believer is to

become_whiet vou already are 1n‘Chr sy :
e — — —— PA,/'Z:;Z,I? wevkout . + -

We must also be particularly careful to note that dead to sin does not mean

that death ¥®sinds a power in the heart. The i

The Apostle does not say that sin
is dead to us, but that we in Christ are dead to if, and that we are to keep

on reckonning ourselves to be so with the reckonning of simB]e faith.

is is an attitude of faith. not of feeling, It is a ca ion based on
acts _and may perhaps be described as mathematica 3 onal.
aith is to conclude about ourselves what God has declared abg God
reckons _us to have died with Christ. We are therefore to keep on reckonning
ogrse!ves t§ EEEE a:éa Eﬁa io have risen with him. When Christ died, we
ied. lhen He rose, we rose. We are to keep on reckonning these facts as
absolutely true, and then as we reckon them they will become powerful in
our Tives whevw we become what we reckon ourselves to be. MWhen sin makes.

its appeal, we must refuse to recognize it by reckonning that we died to it
. 1n Christ and at once it wil its _power broken. In the same way, when

e

s WM»,

@y

(

ﬁ}«g* we long to be holy we simply reckon that we are alive to God 1n Christ, and
\.-r + 'I
as we reckon this to be tr ce Wi ood our souls.

en we shall see that the Christian life is not a constant battle, but a
constant victory.

Another illustration from the experience of Israal will help us here. We
have already been reminded that God took Israal through the Red Sea in
safety and destroyed Egypt's military might at the same time. What had
God really done in this? He broke the power and grip of Egypt upon Israal
so that while the nation of Fgypt stil] existed and exists even today, it
could no longer enslave God's_peqple bv use of force. The only way:the
Tsraaelites could become or remain slaves to the Egyptians was for the
Hebrew nation to deliberately go back into Egypt and voluntarily come under
the yolk of the nation again. This is the only way a Christian can con-

tinue to be a slave to si e
ave to sin and vield iF 1t 1ns of yielding to God. The
ret of the vic ives us 1ies in the fact that He has separated

us Trom the claims_and the power of sin.

This victory over sin in the life is not an automatic proccess. The Apostle
aul states that we must be continually considering ourselves to be dead to
sin. but alive to God in Christ Jesus. The practice of victory over enslaving
sin comes not by trying harder or by self-abnedation, but by considering.
This is the same word used to describe God's reckonning righteous to Abraham
by faith. In Christ Jesus we are newly related to God. And this new re-
lationship has put us in an entirely different position to the formerly en-
slaving sin. When a solicitation to do evil confronts us we are to count
on the fact that we are now in Christ, part of a new humanity that is free
from the old captivity that led’ us to follow sin's dictates. ‘
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- Bttt o s
| ,3.** re dead to sin but sin is not dead to us. We ar‘emt comp'lete1y emanci-
#ﬁ pated ere 1S the warning against letting sin reign in our mortal

M_& ” bodies. bt b\msh\l howe Fres WM,
///:;;ﬁ Sin is still in the mortal body of the believer., It is not destroyed. But

sza while sin i1s 1n our mortal body, it has no right to reign there. However, -
1T Wi reign 1T we yeil 0 the desires of the old nature. i

obeys the old pature in its desires, i irit, but in the
. Whenever temptation comes, the believer must ta r
apd self-judgment and self surrender and yield.his members afresh, his

instruments of righteousness unto God. As long as the believer is in the

" ;;morta1 body, is a conflict between the flesh and the spirit. We
:slj;uﬁmﬁﬂ note this ingGalations 5:17:

'v £)llv.17; If we walk in the Spirit we shall not fulfill those desires of the flesh.

. :QT

X =
S

This necessitates that wa/nake no provision}for the flesh to fulfill the Tusts

thereof N 7
———
/?fffgfff:/’/J In our previous study, we noted that the Christian should liye so_close to
« . Christ that all of his 1ife can be said to be Tived in Christ. Now, there
( (Eéﬂéit;”ﬂf cores the practical demand. Christianity is not an emotional experience, it
) /42555?' is a way of life. The Christian is not meant to Tuxuriate in an experience,
owever wonderful. He is meant to go out and to T1ive a certain kind of life,
. It is the commonest thing in
the world of re11g1ous 11fe to sit in church and to feel a wave of feelings
creep over us. It's not uncommon experience when we sit alone to feel Christ
very near to us. But the Christianity which has stopped there has stopped
W half way. That emotion must be translated into action. Religious feeling

<10}jiv ,*V \.can_never be a substitute for religious doing. Chsé;%jgg;;g %%g never be
J /’on1§"ﬁn experience of the secret p|gce, it _pust. Dea T1Te 1n ace.
AN

"W» AT

of verse 11.

A determining factor in the experience of the believer is his_act of presenta-
Ton. IN the first verses, we have noted that God freed us from the necessit
0T obeying sin by co-death, co-res ction, God asked us to believe that
Thcf“in verse I:, then in_verses 12 to 14 He asks us to make a positive pre-
Sentation. Verses 1-10 ought to bring us to a E]ace or attitude that produces
an act of continuous presenting ourselves to God instead of Sin.

= 8
Now_the Apostle exhorts thatfnot to allow sin to riegn as king in their bodies.
is appeal naturally follows from the forgoing teaching. In this mortal
body, that part of us which is destined to die, we who are risen w1th Christ

for a time open to  the temptations of sin and Satan. We have to r

—3 Lﬂiﬁ efforts to lead us from loyalty to_the will of God into subjection to_the
STnTul tendencies of our evil nature.

MeAcleu-l—c)(,Qm_am:ak Wﬁyé
6‘/&13 ( CBMML
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We must not let that mortal part of us be our kin . On the contrary, we
are to present ourselves to Eod as those who are alive from the dead

1s_disposal for His service. We must
p B mr . WA

\

Christians who have died to sin, according to verses 2, 8, and 11, 523% alive
to God. They can, indeed, prevent the sins reigning so_that they are no
longer slaves to the sin.

Once we are dead to sin, its mandates fall on death ears, no_obedi follows:

1 K Tew mandate 1s heard. Let not EEE 535 réiﬁn, and that new mandate meets with
+ /-1 Obedience. e desires o e mortal bweﬂ filled. They are
if&h*”?‘ surplanted by the desires of the opirit. and the holy gratification whigh
/ these recieve. Whereas_we had the )Ett'ltuge)in verse we have the(act) here
in verse@ vers@ we are to %@#&Wﬁm
rs 0 let sin riegn in our mortal body.

Here in V we are commanded no

Moreover stop presenting the members of your body to sin as tools of

Qo e

j/‘

¥k

N

wickedness: but present yourselves to God as those who are alive from
the dead, and your members as tools of righteousness to God.

Whereas in verse@ we are to consi to be degd, to sin, vers
we are pot_to Jlet sin reigp in our mortal body, in verse e

presenting the memb in as tools of wickeédness.

Sy =
The same word for'yield here is translated "Eresent“ in Romans 12. This is

the thi tha on the pathway to santification.
"Know t," verse 3."reckon ye," verse 11, "Present yourselves," verse 13.
God a--éais to ourcheart)for savina faith. Man believes with the heart. Now
appeals to the(will)of man. We are to present the members of our bodies

1st, e tongue wi ie unTess presented to Him. uppose we tee
at we are dead to sin. We are to believe God, that it is a fact and then

g‘d“"\'“ﬂt 2 g v A
Pff//,» act upon that fact. It is a one time act of the will. "Present" is in the

Aovist tense. It means to act.

Our burden of prayer in the morning when we arise should be, ”Lord__} am
dead o sin. I realize that to be a fact but L cannot control Y body,

pUt 1 Crustyou tO d0 S0. L _DIACE mySe at - your_disposal Sso at—you  can
do_youpr SCATAKTNG and_yodr nay throuah me ou can/near)through me, you

—— g~

anZepear, cnrough me, whatéver is that You want. T—am putting myse
at yewr—disposal. £

\ﬁ(’,%“ v._,\ \ ./‘\\ E—

by "
g

“ We_are supposedto furnish Him our bodily members for the purpose of exercising
His royal and His Lordly athorit In other words, the organs of our bod
h H ds His v
are to serve as Hi1s agents which He commands at Gat 95 s 35“1‘*1 Clo

Having placed ourselves at God's disposal, we will do the same with our
Bod11y members. He cam use only rignteols aids, for all the works of God
are righteousness. The hands, to do good deeds, the feet to run in the way
of His will, the tongue to pray and to praise, the eyes to read His word,
and the ears to hear it.

Here_then i
Pt .
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Just as Jacob _wo jelded
ek B ‘
| - He begins to work in the available instrument. Pl 1h e wT T "/au.“

> Instead of presenting the members of our body to sin_as tools of wickedness.,
M 0 _present ourselves to God as those who are alive from the dead and
J our members as tools of righteousness to God. The word for''present”here
\-ﬁ"’/. 1s the word used for a young woman who presents herself in lﬁgﬁﬁ—gﬁ—to her
. Wi husband. Lt dewas 15 Gorma "‘_‘ F"““‘"L us ]

’\’wu** e
Romans 12:1-2 2pl.. 5

eseech you therfore, brethren, by the mercies of God that ye present
your body a 1iving sacrifice wholly acceptable to God which is your
reasonable service
and be not conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing
of vour mind that you may prove what is a good and acceptable and perfect

wil] of God. ; oW . v 3
G:22 5 Shag thmast] | P,e,?*n;b?.af%wwww,
4 gor sin shall not exercise lordship over you)for you are not under
aw, but under grace. Strenath ofF Sin g
Mexr untl, _13:‘1'

e : A .
Dow? Here theefApgstle now.gives the reason for the three previous commands in
@ gg"”j’vﬁf\“ verses and Sin shall not i i . And the
) =1 reason Tor That statementT 1S we are not under law, but under grace,

s

= The law_demmanded obedience, but grace supplies the power to obey. Hence,
grace breaks the mastery of sin as law could not.

The Taw system causes sin to be strengthened and multiplied. We have noted
¢ this back in chapter 5 and verse 20 because it offers nothing but condem-
qéfitsgi-.//” nation to its violators.due to the weakness of sinful human flesh. Hence,
Kfff::, to be under law is to be under enslavement to sin because law agjravates
Effi sin and condemns the sinner, and yet in itself it has no power to deliver

—

the transgressor.
e How Eenerous are these thoughts and assurances in contrast to our own narrow
Suwvwhywymn aithless and hopeless attitudes. allT we not rest our souls afresh on these
wonderftul words? Sin shall 4

\ . not have dominion and therefore sin will not have
O@vl“?;:fzz\W dominion? Remember the ten spies said that the land is good but we are un-
ﬂ; 5 able to possess if. But we also recall the words of Caleb and Joshua, "we

¢57\ ar " So as the soul contemplates even the awful possibiliti®s
\ " : .

5 n, 1t can rest secure in the promise and assurance of Christ and be
strong in the Lord and in his migh

ot ’—‘&M\'

St
VA~ Galations 3:25:

v.25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. ‘
&U‘QJ/ LeG'-L '”N. pe.rﬁwma.w( For An Aiacru"‘f Yehhﬂ&k.p i d‘ww%’,...

2 Lt ‘z:::IWhat then? Shall we sin, because we are not under law, but under grace?

May it never be.

A1l the oblem of freedom from law is picked up more specificly in

g_%g;gx;z;l_;_ﬁr aul does began in a general way to answer this obvious
TEETculty.
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He has just stated that we are free from the law _and under grace,
n objecter mig t say, Well, if that's t e case, Paul, can

" the Jaw and sin since the law no longer is over ys?" Again Paul answers
the question as before with an emphatic "May it never be." Th1s response

]ear]y shows that to be free from do
reedom from the law is not freedom to sin,
kwf“ L1thout God's moral law, man oses the ability to recogn1ze e seriousness

\“f of sin. Law may be powerless to prevent sin, but God's commands at least
s insure that sin will be taken seriously. Since God's law reveal His will,
the Christian can never be indifferent toward it.

Here the wording of the question is different from that in yerse 1. “Shall

we continue in sin," verse 1, "Shall we s1n,” vergg 15. And the reason
d{f?erent Lk | hat race ma\ abound '‘because we are not_under

Taw but under g gce,” verse 15 ihEﬁ)-uest1on 1s shall.we continye
frl—‘_—rh-*q Si0. The Gecond)question 1s shaH we continue sin. The former deals

Sim with the Eerman- state, the latter Eifﬁ The iEElgEEa act. The apostle
\:i%;ﬁi ~ has already shown tha e jJustitied believer will not be able to continue

-/{ZI° the 1ife of sin which he formerly led. He has now to show that he will not
even commit a single act of sin if he realizes what it means to be under

#), oﬁ_fﬂf—- grace.
i

w" He will now show that our service be-tokens the Master served and that if we.
sin, 1t is a proof that €hrisf is not our master. Godet records that one day
1net said to him, ere is a subtle poison which insinuates itself into

the hearts of even the best of Christians. It is the temptation to say,
"Let us sin not that grace may abound, but because it abounds."

g There is a_strong inclination to thisk that law stons simning, that unless ve
AT have some lTaw we sha e kept from sinning even when we are under the
\e///,/A fulness of grace. That grace alone is insufficient for this purpose. For
4 this reason g%*m%gx_gnniatlﬂuggny_Jgggligjs, On the other hand, some are
W{/,f <§;ﬁ¢: inclined to think that since grace pardons sin so freely, one need not be
3 so careful about not sinning. A few sins more or less make no difference
\ Egg&53 to grace which will take care of the additional sin.

‘Q-l// m Are you not knowing that when you present yourselves to someone as
slaves resulting in obedience, you are slaves of the_one-whom you are
obeying; whether of sin resulting in death, or of resulting

Ve in righteousness? KiL
A o‘*’* ey
W ﬁfﬂhere the Apostle now is going to use an 111ustrat1on to prove his po1nt
lﬁeofL @\ The plea in thes from 6 5 1o 23 is f avement to ri
4ﬁﬂ? ousness. isobed] 0\ 11e gbedience leads to

sTavery : ; ; _tne new one.

(J@-& N

service and obedience.
A _slave is bound to obey his master, but there is a point beyond which his

master has no athority over him, and that point is death. When the slave is
dead his master_cap go on giving orders to the corpse until he is blue in
ut the corpse will pay no attention. nce, says Paul, you were

s]aves of 51n was _your master and ou were forced to do all evil things

W §$~ that sin orde ou_to do. He had no power to say no. Eut now_that you have
i%; g g so far §s %EEE EEiELJQn to _sin is _concerned you need not pay any more

eed to the dictates of s1n= or to put it another way: a slaves former_owner

imas

as no more athority over . e becomes someone else’'s property.




(The Barbarian Way: Soul Cravings by Erwin Raphael McManus) Nashville, TN: Thomas

Nelsorn. Copyright— Erwin Raphael McManus, 2005.

B
S
Legalism

Luxke 18

Meseaqg &

THE STORY OF THE TAX MAN AND THE PHARISEE

He told his next story to some who were complacently pleas.ed with them-
selves over their moral performance and looked down their nosis at the
common people: “Two men went up to the Temple to pray, one a P haléseg,
the other a tax man. The Pharisee posed and prayed like this: ‘Oh, -o 3
I thank you that I am not like other people.—robbers, croo]l<s, adulFiiers,
or, heaven forbid, like this tax man. I fast twice a week and tithe on all my

income.

“Meanwhile the tax man, slumped in the shadows, his fat:(_e in hiihands,
not daring to look up, said, ‘God, give mercy. Forgive me, a sinner. -
Jesus commented, “This tax man, not the other,. went ’horm‘a made rcllc :
with God. If you walk around with your nose in the air, youre going to end up
flat on your face, but if you're content to be simply yourself, you will become
more than yourself.”

794-29

You may not agree with this, but you should take time to
consider it. While religions have historically tried to make us the
same, Jesus calls us to be different. If you have ever experienced
this, you know your soul bristled at the demand to quietly get in
line and conform. But something in your gut told you this was
wrong. If there was a God, his value would not be uniformity, but
uniqueness. And you were right. Imprinted on your soul is the
fingerprint of God. There is something inside you that resists
surrendering your soul to legalism. The good news is that all that
time it wasn’t you fighting against God; you were fighting for
what God has created you to become.

To come to God is to discover the uniqueness of your being.

When you come to God, you begin a process that re-creates
you from the inside out. You begin a journey that is nothing less
than life transforming. While there are some things we will share
in common, the journey God has prepared for you is uniquely
yours with him. Don’t be confused about this—everything around
us pushes us toward conformity. Whether it’s communism or
Islam, Calvin Klein or McDonald’s, we are all pushed toward
standardization and quickly find ourselves as assembly-line
humanity.

We have to choose.

Liberal or conservative? Democrat or Republican?
Evolution or creation? Pro-choice or pro-life? The environment or
development? Coke or Pepsi? Coke Zero or Pepsi One?

Choose your box and stay there.

p. (Entry #22)
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That is what has happened to you. You have passed from the service of sin
into the service of God. VYour business now 1S To do what God desires, not
"~ what sin dictates. There is a big difference indeed Between the kind of
thing you will do as servants of God and the kind of thing you used to do
as servants of sin. Not only is there a difference in character between
t e two kinds o serv1ce, there is a great difference between the ends of
tT these forms of service. Sin pays wages to its servants, the wages being
4g2¢r death. God gives us not wages, but something better and much more generous

than his grace, he gives 1life eterna] as a free gift. That 1ife eternal]

which is ours by union with Christ.l

G

\M

The sin resulting in death here takes us back to chapter 5 and verse 12,

v.12 Therefore just as through one man sin entered into the world and
through this sin, death; and so death spread to all men because
all sinned;

But thanks be to God, that though you were slaves of sin, you obeyed
from the heart to that form of teaching for the learning of which
you were given over,

The Christian should know why he is a Christian. The Christian is not a
man who s1mp1y says that someth1ng marvelous has happenned to h1m, not at

all. He is able and r

If he cannot, he had better make sure of his position. The Christian knows

why he is what he is and where he stapnds. He has had doctrine presented to
W im. He has recieved the truth This form of sogng teach1ng has come_to

him. It came to i ruth _comes

_&%\ To the Mind and to the understand1nq, enlightenned by the Holy Spirit.
\(LA "‘AL"-""JL*IL}F"
en having seen the tru the £ r stian loyes It moves his heart.

Vweﬂﬂ e sees what he was, he sees 1fe_he was 11v n he hates 1t.
E;{Q‘ e truth abou yourse as_a slave of sin o te yourself.
-*19 Then as you see the glorious truth about the Tove of Christ, you will want

it. You will desire it. So_the heart is engaged. Truly to 'see the truth
}_Pg 4“‘9 means That you are moved by it and that you love it.” You cannot help 1t.
€>+ﬁﬂ PhﬂJj IT you see truth clearly, you must feel it. Then tﬁat in turn leads to

q¥_ o this, that your greatest desire will be to practice it and to live it.
i U;v*&fj
%$1 Yaubecame obedient repeats the 1de1_f0r the fourth time, the whole Christian
oYz UM_&”" life is obedience. And wh11e is ingressive and thus marks the start
ﬁyﬂl .4 of the action. It is at the same time decisive. You became definately, de-
p¥” cisively obedient, once for all, from the heart. The new obedience was not

¢ A i a mere form. When one_obe z 3 he must have some word or some teaching to
bé fwfﬁbobey, S0 Péu1 oes not stop to saﬁ you became obedient to God, but at once,
bﬂﬁjh vances e teaching of God which the Christians came to_obey. 1s
CJ“I T§'fﬁ51ﬁbre 1mporfant since some of the Romans have been Jews and as such,
had imagined that they were obeying God when they were doing nothing of
the kind. For that reason, Paul also does not say you became obedient to
the Word of God. For the Jews thought that they were doing that, in fact,
64( obedience to the 01d Testament reguations was the outstanding mark of all
the Pharisees. Pau1 is compelled to spec1fv closely the Christian teaching

The Apostle her _ Q i 2 ivi
what gﬁéi were gﬁ %hg past. 5 [ i
g&%}u . heart to that form of teachingi Tor Tf earning oT which you were given over.
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,- And having been set free from sin, you were made slaves to righteousness.

This is the relult of obeying the form of teaching the Good News of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ in verse 17. g .. S laves o vighteous necs

g——

A\

II Timothy R:3 - 4

v. 3 Thou therfore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

v. 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life
that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.

Caw m I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh:

for just as you presented your members as slaves to uncleaness and
Tawlessness, resulting in Tawlessness; so now present your members as
slaves to righteousness resulting in holiness.

X

-]

\

A

He half-way apoligizes in the last verse for using it. Slavery was common
in the Roman empire. Out of the 120 million in the Roman Empire, one half
were slaves. Many Christians were slaves. The little epistle of Phileman
reveals that freedom was a prize possession and difficult to obtain. Paul
uses this familiar metaphore which he describes as human terms. The reli-
gious rulers were insulted when Jesus suggested that they were slaves of
sin. Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed in Him, "If you continue
in my word then you are my disciples indeed, and you shall know the truth
and the truth shall make you free." They answered Him, "We be Abraham's
seed and were never in bondage to any man. MNow saith Thou, ye shall be
made free." Jesus answered them, "Verily, verily I say unto you, whosoever
committed sin is the servant of sin." There is no other alternative. We

~ are either slaves of sin or the slaves of Christ., It is paradoxical. But

Eﬁnﬂﬂ)ﬂlubr as slaves of Christ we are free. Paul urges the Roman Christians here by

| Ee an act of the will to present themselves to Christ. If we are sinners,
1£LL911 ¥ we are the slaves of sin. If we are serving Christ, we are His slaves.

As the Apostle speaks to them in this nineteenth verse, he is reminding them
of ihow they Lived du ths D= oe tia: RSt R i R
0 uncleangss. S0 _now the present admom‘hww
,;;;zizrlr STaves to righteousness, resulting in holiness.
(){ﬁ§;2ﬂu Here, the Apostle gives us th;tﬂum to Christian victoryjas we make ourselves
/;2;:::’ available to the Spirit of GodWwho dwells within our S. 50 we become
¥Taves to righteousness and the end result is holiness. e

‘/‘ﬂ " For when you were slaves of Sin, you were free with respect to righte-

‘ousness.

Here the Apostle gives the reason for the previous admonition. When you were

slaves of sin, you were free with the respect to righteousness. You felt no

obTigation whatsoever or responsibility to be made righteoushess.
Therefor‘e, what fruit were you having then from the things of which you

are now ashamed? for the outcome of those things is death.

. Here the Apostle raises a very vital question. What were you having
O then_from the things of which you are now ashamed? -
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What do you get from a 1ife of sin?

The Apostle tells us: "For the outcome of those things is death."

We have been reminded of this back in chapter 5, verse 12:
v.12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world and

through this sin, death; so death spread to all men, because
all sinned.

But now having been set fre
‘)e,)ﬁ\ : of God, you are having you

: outcome eternal 1ife.

@
"‘G g@ © The Apostig ows the contrast dfter having come to knaw Jesus Christ as
e 0 ySaviour. , having been sef free from sin, and having been

\ w“‘/._[ ce~~made bondsTaves of God.

o

w / In the Christian message, we have the negative and the positive. the
been set free from sin as a resultTO

negative side of things: We/ha
Christ's death upon the cro
@ e are_pre

1S perfect plan for our Jives.
T
ol W

Ti;xggostTE;”then, remiads us of the result of all of this. You are havin F
fruit which results(first)in holiness? and(second " the outcome, eternal iife.
+

om%in, and having been made bondslaves
ruit yesulting in holiness, and the

senting and yielding ourselves to

is interesting to noteé that this is just th of the fruit of sin

hich is death.

Fras

Now the two are reversed. Then under sin,-slaves, free, in regard to
'ﬁrighteousness and no_fyuit, but only the prospect of death. MNow freed from

_\ 3 3% sin, ensTaved to God, and thus, fruit at last. Fruit indeed, and the prospect

kant of 1ife eternal. Thijs is a different story. Here, there are revealed the

1;5” most powerful motivés to keep us away from sin, and to keep us joyfully and

gratefully in our Obedience to God.

| v.23 [[For the

Here the Apostle summarizes the results of the two ways of life. Sin - death.
the free gift of God - life eternal.

ml

\ g 2

.%fnaS&é'q\;T!'The wages of sin is paid by the old Master. The alternative to the wages is
the gracious _qift.

“ In chapter 6 we t d _about our 1dent;ﬁigg;ign_mi;h_dgsua_ghrisj. We e

iTe because we are identified in.the 1iving One. And in the concluding

vfiﬂg?statement of what_the individual ' ips. TIhere
: are wages paid by sin and there is a gift as a result of receijving Jésus
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So the new rule of grace through justification by faith leads not to
a life lived in sin, but to a new 1ife with Christ and a service of
- righteousness. The rule of sin under the law system which enslaved men
has now been broken and replaced by the rule of grace. But the Christian
takes sin seriously because grace rather than freeing us to be servants
of our own sinful passions has instead enslaved us to God and His righte-
ousness with the result of fruitful service and ethical sanctification.
The key no he Christian life is si -mi i

will revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.

This term, "The free gift of God," is taken here in its most general sense.

!t.comprehends the ?uiness of salvation. Everything in this work from the

l1n1t1'a1 justification to the final absolution including sanctification and
&

o preparing for glory is a free gift, an unmeritted favor like that Christ
\&CM W EO Himself who has been made unto us righteousness, holiness, and redemption.

"Hell," says Hodge, "is always earned aven, never," The Apostle closes
pwxﬂ"w1fﬁ the words, "In Christ Jesus our Lord," for 1t 1e in Him that this

“Chyﬂ”“ entire communication of divine mercy to the faithful takes place.

We must never forget that this passage is an appea h jstian and ﬁhnﬁ$1z¢

10t to Ui ciger. And o TOERIE ST TETOPCTATISTRETE PIORE, s~
set aside the primary application of it to those who are in_Christ

Jesus. Wages are what is earped, but [ife Js Go ift. The ruin

6 sin iST€arned as a rignt, but Christsreward is His own, blessed and

holy gift to the soul.

CONCLUSION

s In this, particular study we have been looking at the problem of sin and
the relationship to Christ. It has been an important item because so many
have spoken of the fact that when you do away with the law, you immediately
provide a greater opportunity for sin. And the Apostle points out Fhe

fact that having come to Jesus Christ, we have been set free from sin, :
we've been made bondslaves of God, and we are having now a new relationship

and that is we are presenting our members as slaves to righteousness which
results in holiness.

ZZ Ilsf‘” The Apostle has really challenged us in two areas.
o \«\(’ the Lordship of Jesus Christ i ives, resultin
Llf¢<;€b ousness, and secondly, the wages of sin which is death.

%253. My question comes to you at the end of this study. ﬂ%grg_dg_xnu_sjgng? ;
\_}\ Have you come to know Jesus Christ as your Saviour? Do you understaq his
Y 0 i ave you received the free gift _of righteousness in =
qgggg::ﬁ%fggglnﬁﬁd en, as a Christian, has He become not only your Saviour,
Q%__xgu_Lnndz__I your desire to be obedient to the Things which He asks
of you to do? e

——
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Before the Throne of God Above
(Charitie Bancroft, 1863)

Before the throne of God above
[ have a strong and perfect plea
A great High Priest whose name is love

Who ever lives and pleads for me

My name is graven on His hands

My name is written on His heart

[ know that while in heaven He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart
No tongue can bid me thence depart

When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end of all my sin
Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free
For God, the Just, is satisfied

To look on Him and pardon me
To look on Him and pardon me

Behold Him there! The risen Lamb
My perfect, spotless, Righteousness
The Great unchangeable I AM

The King of Glory and of Grace
One with Himself I cannot die

My soul is purchased by His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high
With Christ my Savior and my God



(In God We Still Trust by Dr. Richard G. Lee) Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson. Copyright —
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. Asmpaion 78 O/)j 23UA Ry V‘M d. AT R AMERICAN SOUND”

Few presidents had the ability to ignite hope in the hearts of
those who love liberty more than President Ronald Reagan. In
his Second Inaugural Address in 1985, he stated:

History is a ribbon, always unfurling; history is a journey.
And as we continue our journey, we think of those who traveled
before us . . . Now we hear again the echoes of our past: a general
falls to his knees in the hard snow of Valley Forge; a lonely
president paces the darkened halls and ponders his struggle to
preserve the Union, the men of the Alamo call out encouragement
to each other; a settler pushes west and sings a song, and the song
echoes out forever and fills the unknowing air.

It is the American sound. It is hopeful, big-hearted,
idealistic, daring, decent, and fair. That’s our heritage; that is our
song. We sing it still. For all our problems, our differences, we are
together as of old, as we raise our voices to the God who is the
Author of this most tender music. And may He continue to hold us
close as we fill the world with our sound—sound in unity,
affection, and love—one people under God, dedicated to the dream
of freedom that He has placed in the human heart, called upon

M now to gs that dream on to a waiting and hopeful world.
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