STUDIES IN THE LIVES OF GIDEON & SAMSON
STUDY NUMBER TWO - Judges 6:25-40

TEXT:

v.25 HNow the same night it came about that the Lord said to him, "Take
your father's bull and a second bull seven years old, and pull
down the altar of Baal which belongs to your father, and cut down
the Asherah that is beside it;

v.26 and build an altar to the Lord your God on the top of this strong-
hold in an orderly manner, and take a second bull and offer a
burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah which you shall cut
down."

v.27 Then Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as the Lord had
spoken to him; and it came about, because he was too afraid of
his father's household and the men of the city to do it by dav,
that he did it by night.

v.28 \When the men of the city arose early in the morning, behold,
the altar of Baal was torn down, and the Asherah which was beside
it was cut down, and the second bull was offered on the altar
which had been built.

v.29 And they said to one another, "Who did this thing?" And when they
searched about and inquired, they said, "Gideon the son of Joash
did this thing."

v.30 Then the men of the city said to Joash, "Bring out vour son, that
he may die, for he has torn down the altar of Baal, and indeed,
he has cut down the Asherah which was beside it."

v.31 But Joash said to all who stood against him, "Will you contend
for Baal, or will you deliver him? Whoever will plead for him
shall be put to death by morning. If he is a god, Tet him con-
tend for himself, because someone has torn down his altar."

v.32 Therefore on that day he named him Jerubbaal, that is to sav,

"lLet Baal contend against him," because he has torn down his altar.

v.33 Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the sons of the east
assembled themselves; and they crossed over and camped in the vallev
of Jezreel.

v.34 So the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon; and he blew a trumpet,
and the Abiezerites were called together to follow hin.

v.35 And he sent messengers throughout Manasseh, and they also were
called together to follow him; and he sent messengers to Asher,
Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they came up to meet them.

v.36 Then Gideon said to God, "If Thou wilt deliver Israel through me,
as Thou hast spoken,

v.37 behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If
there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground,
then T will know that Thou wilt deliver Israel through me, as
Thou hast spoken."

v.33 And it was so. \!lhen he arose early the next morning and squeezed
the fleece, he drained the dew from the fleece, a bowl full of
water.

v.39 Then Gideon said to God, "Do not let Thine anger burn against me
that I may speak once rmore; please let me make a test once more
with the fleece, and let there be dew on all the ground."
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(’ v.40 And God did so that night; for it was dry only on the fleece, and
<2 dew was on all the ground.
(

tudy we met the judge that the Lord has chosen to use,
eliver the children of Israel from the bondage

¥
¢ Ja_&
“n ., We left the hero of our story worshipping the Lord at the altar which
\ﬁi@ﬁﬁﬂigﬁﬁ“” he had named, "The Lord is PeaTe:
' 3 IsA.2e:3

e ; This second study, then, is just a continuation of the prior study, and
AN the following events:

v.25 "Now the same night it came about that the Lord said to him, 'Take
your father's bull and a second bull seven vears old, and pull
altar of 1 whi s t father., a i

the Asherah that is beside it;"

Here the Lord is preparing Gideon for usefulness. It is going to have to

( '4ékX£&' be first things first. For the Lord cannot bless a land or people until
\ they respond %ota'Ty and completely to him. He will have no other qods” -
\jf5 \E#}X. I John 5:21 "My 1little children, keep yourself from idols." ‘

inl' Matt 6:33 "But seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
g;;b’&‘ and all these things shall be added unto you."

'a
IT Chron. 7:14 "And“my people who are called by my nare humble themselves

and pray and seek my fa@p@ and turn from their wicked ways, then
will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal

their land."

Gideon was also instructed td‘cut down the Asherah that is beside it.?’

The dearest idol I have known,
Wlhate'er that idol be.
Help me to tear it from Thy throne,

And worship only Thee.
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First the altars of Baal must be ruined before God's altar is built

Both may not stand together. The true God will have no society with
lggl;_ Neither will Ee allow it to us. He will have no rival to nis.

cause, and will receive no worship until there be no_jdolatry tr He
first commands that the monumgnts of superstition be torn down, and

then enjoins his own service.

Two main reasons may be cited for God's giving this assignment to
Gideon prior to the principle task respecting the Midianites.

One 1is the IETLﬁhﬂlﬂﬂlﬁﬁluﬂal“e it held for the hesitant man. He

had expressed reluctance at the time of his call, and then Tater
showed it again 1n asking for reassurance with the sign of the fleece.
This task of first destroy1ng'fﬁ§'§33T-ﬁ?gh place was needed to give

him confidence for the main challende that was.ahead.

The second reason is still more significant. It is that God could

not be $iea§gd Lo deliver Israel from the Midianite oppressor unti|
1ts sinful high pla 1 had bheen r s has heen noted,

e principle sin of the people, wnich had continued to call for
punishing oppression was Baal worship. The people of God were turning
to this false diety of the Canaanites. The high place at Ophrah re-
presented this false worship explicitly. There may have been high
places in other Israelite cities, too, but this one was particularly
important for destruction because it was at Gideon's home city. It
simply was not appropriate for this pagan center to remain when Gideon
was to be used to lead against the Midianites. Its destruction would
represent what should be done to all such places, and it would demon-
strate that God would bring blessing only when Baal worship had been

put away.

The Asherah was a sacred tree or pole that s;ggg beside the altar,
and the Lord commands that this too be cut down.

v.26 "and build an altar to the Lord vour God on the top of this

stronghold in an orderly manner, and take a second bull and offer

a burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah which you shall
E t jEHJ 11}

egative steps in V.25 we have the \positive steps
3 After, once destroying the sacre place of Baa], it is now to
dced with an altar to the Lord on ‘the top of this stronghold.
is to be built in an orderly manner. Then the seven—ypar-o1d
bu’ to be taken and slain and offered as a burnt offering. And
the fire for the offering would be the wood that is cut up of the
ﬁif‘é’iﬁﬁﬁ‘“ﬁm‘Eh‘“”h’as“be*én*“cu‘t down.

IT Cor. 7:1 "Having therefore these promises, Dearly beloved, let us
Jirﬁir cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh, and spirit,

perfecting holiness—%ﬁgrthe fear of God."
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v.27 "Then Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as the Lord
had spoken to him; and it came about, because he was too afraid
of _his father's household and the men of the city to do it bv
day, that he did it by night."

It is obvious that this worship had a stranglehold upon the people.

They are actually acting more like Canaanites than they are Jsraelites.
And it was a big resgons151litz to fulfill this assignment. It was

almost Tike a Tission mposs1glg.

//,///

B L#‘ on_is new in s J stil] has a gre :
\ P i,\_,‘, a OU . cl W
t;y’ L afraild of his father's house and Tthe men of the city, he chose to
4?:E%i;;/ carry out this difficult project at night.
L =s

Proverbs 29:25 says: "The fear of man brings a snare, but whoso puts
his trust in the Lord shall be safe."

IT Tim. 1:7 "God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power
and of love, and a sound mind."

¢? These ten servants, along with Gideon, moved up the hill late at
G night with the two bulls. They began to perform their act of de-

\y( struct1on in accordance with the words given by the, Lord. .
Hﬁxl oA Jplamnﬂé Pe ¢ fec .\h.x:-(;]. G’Uefy elail, Sce it *é a e .

/%Qgpﬁ * v.28 "When the men of tﬁe city arose ear]v in the morning, béﬁ61d

the altar of Baal was torn down, and the Asherah which was be-
side it was cut down. and the second bull was offered on the
altar which had been built."

Eleven men w f ishlv + i » completing the pro-
e dawning of a new day. =

The morning sun_showed the gap upon the hill where the symbols had
stood ot Baal and . And soon, like an angry swarnm of beps.
people zing around the scattered stone of the old altar

an e rough new pile with 1ts smoking sacrifice. Where was he
who ventured to rebuke the city?

Very indigngE;, very pious are these false Israelifes. They turn
on Joash with the fierce demand, "Bring out thy son. that he may.
die.“ The father, too, had come to a decision.

6 v 29 "And they said to one another, "Who did this thing?" And when
% they searched about and inguired, they said, "Gideon the son
of Joash did this thing."

o The people_are very upset over what has taken place during the night,
%o* an eir first guestion, because o eir anger, 1 0 di 1S
thing?" And they began to search about and inquire from several.
ey evidently discovered from someone that Gideon, the son of Joash,
was the one who was responsible for wrecking the altars of Baal.
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( v.30 'Then the men of the city said to Joash, "Bring out your son,
that he may die, for he has torn down the altar of Baal, and
indeed, he has cut down the Asherah which was beside it."

&IQF These men of the city come to Gideon's father and command him to
N\D bring out his son that he may die. 1he cﬁarge that is Tleveled

Ve against him is that he has torn down the altar of Baal and has
bkﬁ cut down the Asherah which was beside it.

////,/f”igj These men involved in Baal worship were accustomed to child sac-
(ﬁ1émyh ce 1n their religious worship, so it was no big thing for them
2 e Vv To request that JoasE bring_out E1aeon, and that he be put to death
€5hﬁjﬁlbcé¥;» use ot what he had done against their religious activities.

\%1€1 < A yv.31 “But Joash said to all who stood against him. "Will vou con
<

g)a_ tend for Raal, or will vou deliver him? Whoever will plead for

h1454’ ( him shal 0_death by mornin If is a god
(do (3 contend for himself., because someone has torn down his altar,"
Wt
fo14 Whoever shall.fight for.Baal and seek to avenge the des jon of

i ar by putting the author of it to death, shall be put to
d€ath himself. Let us wait till tomorrow and give time to avenge
' ich*™ME& Nas received.
If Baal were reall od, he might be expected to avenge the cri

( at had been compmitted aginst this altar.

Q&ﬂgﬂﬁx He who would ! ut the other to death e-
\-€ o Serves punishment at once, for he denies that Baal has any power
at all

s e , and by conseguence, that he exists. Wait tilT morning,
o VRN TT he be a god, he will contend for himself, because he Nas casT

N down his altar.

v oV
A O\i‘ﬁﬂb Hkg é-ne destroyer of the altar &, we know not yet whether
- LVT ' ;\ he has deserved death. Wait till morning and let us see whether
}(MQ 1, ¥° aal himself will do anything.
\ﬁﬂ iky Romans 12:19 "Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave roon
for the wrath of God, for it is written, Vengeance is mine,
I will repay, saith the Lord."

It is in similar fashion that Elijah ,met the host of Baal at Mt.
Carmel when he confronted them with the fact that, if Baal were truly
God, let him bring fire out : And here, if he truly is a

god, i contend for himself,

v.32 ‘"Therefore on that day he named him Jerubbaal, that is to say,
'Let Baal contend against him,' because he has torn down his
altar."
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This name which Gideon is given sets forth the utter impotence of

Baa1, and the mockery which it excited. Had Gideon been named
l TContender with Baal" it would have implied the existence of Baal,

s or it he was called "Baal will contend with him" avenge himself
X ~on him, and thus by His Tife, presence, and prosperity strikingly

\/F ﬂqg ‘manifested the impotence ©of the 7dol god2 who could not Take
engeance on him, then his name 1tselt was full of the triumph of

”L the Israelitish spirit over Alé_QHEEEEEE__
\ Gu"-
L( Baal c thing: Baal will do _pnothing when his altars are over-
rown. Baal | . Israel has no occasion to fear the superstition

that he will avenge himself on his enemies is idle. Of that Jerubbaal
affords living proof. 1In vain did Baal's servants wait for vengeance
to overtake Gideon. It came not. The hero only becomes greater

" and more triumphant.

v.33 "Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the sons of the
east _assembled themselves: and the crossed over the camped in
the valleyof Jezreel."

1k e _pf, we find the
_ ¥ itions. The M1d1an1tes ‘

gaﬁék-;efﬂma]ek1tes, the sons of the east, are assembling themselves
xogether

1t is believed there was somewhere in the ne1ghb0rhood of 135,000
of thE%e“?B?? ‘who were gathering for a campaign against fsraei
J _[ys they crossed over and “camped in the va11eyof Jezreel.

This is the valley in which that great fipal battle of Armageddon
is going to be fought at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ to earth

to set up his kingdom.

The Amalekjtes were the ones who fought against Israel at Rephidir
when they attacked the stragglers in the children of Israel heading
toward the Tand; and then Joshua and the forces fought against the
Amalekites as Moses, Aaron and Hur stood on_the top of the mountain

holding the staff wﬁ1ch brought the V?ctory to Israel. =
Amalek was a_s FAE who sold his birthright to Jacob. _Midian
and the Midianites were des , and so the two of

€ 1s in common, that they are only interested in this world,
and in temporary things. You never find Ishmael in the 1ine of blessing
because he was the product of Abraham and Haggar's union, in trying
to help God fullfil his promises. And the same is true with ek
the descendant of Esau. He and his followers are just 1ike his father,
in that they had no time tothink about spiritual matters.

These two are ver atible as i eople of God.
Ihen they cross over and begin to assemble in the valley of Jezreel,
you can imagine how much this strikes fear into the hearts of the
children of Israel, who are totally unprepared to wage war as it is.
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( v.34 "So the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon; and he blew a
trumpet, and the Abiezerites were called together to follow

Eﬂﬁiwﬁ Sim.!

s of ser *,%but who now 1ndwe1]s the

[EVE n he or she comes to know Jesus Christ,
Wt ot the Sp1r1t of the Lord came upon Gideon. And he blew a trumpet
\pe 1Yﬁ\— and the Abiezerites were called together to follow him.

Isaiah 59:1 "Behold, the Lord's hand is not short that it cannot
save; neither is his ear so dull that it cannot hear."

Isaiah 59:19 "When the enemy shall come in T1ike a flood the Spirit
of the Lord shall 1ift up a standard against him."

How much Gideon needed to be aware of the fact that his place was to
15 be in a position of /obedien §ubn1ss1au}1n allowing God to pro-
jk. e ment of his assignment that
A*" had been given.

cth“on\ The Abiezerites were the local folks, and when Gideon blew the trumpet,
they were called together to follow him into battle.

Vo™
(% .35 "And he sent m rs throughout Manasseh, and the

called together to follow him: and he sent messengers to Asher,
Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they came up to meet him,

Gideon sent some messengers throughout his ﬁﬂﬂ.ﬁﬂiﬂﬁ.&ﬂkﬂ%ﬂéﬁéﬁhﬁ and
they were called together to follow hin. Then he sent other messengers
to the tribes of Asher ZebuTEu, and/Naphtali;_and they, too, were

enlisted to come and meet with hin. Worbhern e bos

{
\

v.36 "Then Gideon said to God,('If)Thou wilt deliver Israel through
me, as_Thou has spoken,'"

Evidently Gideon is going through a time of real doubt and fear. ' Even
as a result of gathering together all of these folks who are willing to

fight to defend Israel against her enemies, the odds are still ogver-
A /'whe1n1ng And when he sees the vast host of the Amalekites and the

~\ b e 1anites, he is struck with fear. The overwhelming task is before him.
\ ! \ A b/
SO | ™
a1 » 1" Gideon needed to learn the promise of Isaiah 26:3 -
é} ‘: L4 "Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on

N T thee: because he trusteth in thee."
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(? _ Now Gideon has some questions, and he turns again to the Lord, who has
i already provided adequate evidence as to who he is and what he is
- about to do. Because back in w.21 it says, "There arose up fire out
‘/w\\ of the rock, showing thereby that he was not a man who needed meat, but

X/ihe Son of God who is to be served and honored by sacrifice, and sig-
,%1w°“ nifying also to Gideon that he had found grace in his sight. For God
vl usually testified his acceptance by kindling them with fire from heaven.
y Y Acceptance of the sacrifice was also a token of the acceptance of his
e person. It went to confirm the commission now given to him, and to
- )raLMrafford him every needed assurance of success on what he was to be doing.
Eﬁ \ e R
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gé”c + v.37 "Behold, I will put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If
Q

Mot

there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground,
then I will know that Thou wilt deliver Israel through me, as
n

[<,si63 Looutastsonkgres

“‘s“”ﬁgt with a fleece of wooT. p'aced the
fleece on the ground and asked God to make it wet the following night
while leaving the ground dry. He stated that if God would be pleased
eh;;, to do this, he, Gideon, would then know that God would truly save Israel

oEg;jﬁs hand.

ere are severa] things to not1ce 1nkthws s1tuat10n. -
rst of all, God's directi :,x-a{¢>;1 ) 1iven,
S sufficient as evidence. It is God who has already made H1s
(will c]earwto Gideon at the time of the call, and jGod '
.Sﬁ:mf;ajﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁv The angel had said, 'Thou shalt sav
Y and of the Midianites, have not I sent thee?' This
was def1n1te\andj1t uld have been suff1c1ent and final for
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wrong,_ ‘however, wa t God
“prised by the CTrcumstances that had deve?oped God had not been.
The circumstances had all been forseen when Gideon's call first had

been issued.

It is always improper to ggnE;JxLJknLJuni.dinIaie_in.ﬂim_whﬁi_ﬂg_muﬁl
\ do in order to convince us of His will. It's onsibility to
g; submissive and obedient, rather than dictating to God tests which

‘;a “WilT endeavor for us to determine His will.

o)
éy///<ix He a1ready had some obvious signs of approval in his mission in that

C/ God had given him w_ﬂn-tew-ng_dmm_nf_thﬁ_ﬂ_tmﬁml
ﬁ?yu( and also the 32,000 men who had responded to his call, which should
Q«,O&M ,d;,u\ have been enough.

Y %f}% JGideon also did not keep his word. in this situation because after
fﬁ first _test he has to return and have another one done,

Fhv v. 38 says "And it was so. When he arose early the next morning and
' Saueezed the fleece, he drained the dew from the fleece, a bowl
full of water.,"

How patient and gracious the Lord is to fulfill a sign requested so ’/,,,’f’—"—
that Gideon can be certain of the fact that the Lord has called hin.

W[ et 0%
v.39 "Then Gideon said to God, 'Do not let Thine anger burn against ,__,f
' ¥ me _that I may speak once more; please let me make a test once J cen
’ M"[‘ more with the fleece, and let there be dew on all the ground,"'" ) (4
~ /&A"- = f— i
F’Agéf Gideon is,I think, really hoping that there will hﬂ-a—ﬁiIHEEiEE_jT ¢ -
( k( whereby he might find an excuse for not having to go ahead with the
SJ"‘ whole project, And so he asks for a second evidence, and that is that
6.¥ b‘ﬁ e Tleece would be dry and there would be dew on all of the ground.

v.40 "And God did so that night; for it was dry only on the fleece,
and dew was on all the ground."

. Vernon McGee has some interesting observations on these last verses
n chapter 6. There are some wonderful spiritual lessons in this account.

First of all, I would 1ike to go back to this matter of the dew on
c&”“ﬂ 55 the fleece. We need God today to do an interior decorating job on

\qu our lives. Ue need to ask him for dew on our barren lives. In Hosea 14:5
%i:iji/”,,,,Gﬂd says, "I will be as the dew unto Israel. He shall grow as the Tily
and cast forth his roots as Lebanon." God speaks about the subject
- several times, and of Joseph he said, "Blessed of the Lord be his land,

for the precious things of heaven, for the dew and for the deep that
( ) coucheth beneath." Deut.33:13
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"A king's wrath is as the roaring of a lion, but his favor as the dew
upon the grass. By his knowledge the depths are broken up and clouds
drop down the dew." Finally in Psalm 133 God says, "Behold how good
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. It

is 1ike a precious ointment upon the head that ran down upon the
beard, even Aaron's beard, that went down to the skirts of his garment,
as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains
of Zion; for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even 1ife, forever
more." God has blessed in this way. e need that touch, that fresh
touch. We need it Tike dew upon the rosebud and the grass in the
morning. We need a tender touch.

In Judges chapter 6 we have seen the Lord call Gideon to his service.
His first assignment has been given to tear down the altars of Baal
and replace it with the altar of God, and to sacrifice a burnt offer-
ing to Him. And then we have seen Gideon's fear in the mobilization
of troops, and the test with the fleece.

What are some of the lessons that we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: Before the lord can use us. there must be the tearing out
of all rivals to His cause.

5 :20 ESSON #2: Let us examine the boundaries of our own hearts for idols
’//,,//that can stand Tn the way of his blessing, those things which are more
important than our relationship to the Lord. 4ha¥ Hes LrJ“¥9&um& 2

LESSON #3: Gideon's first mission is successful because the Lord had
called him to do it.

LESSON #4: The Lord had promised protection for his servants when
they are fulfilling his will.

LESSON #5: The Spirit of the Lord c]ot%d Himself with Gideon only
after the clé&ansing had taken place.

LESSON #6: God's word to Gideon should have been e h. But he
displayed human frailty in seeking further signs of affirmation.

LESSON # 7: Let us learn never to question His authority, and also,
to believe wheén only we have His word.

L essen 78 M VLJLL Yroran po‘q
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