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STUDIES IN THE LIVES OF GIDEON & SAMSON
STUDY NUMBER THREE - Judges 7:1-22

Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with
him, rose early and camped beside the spring of Harod; and the
camp of Midian was on the north side of them by the hill of
Moreh in the valley.

And the Lord said to Gideon, "The people who are with you are
too many for Me to give Midian into their hands, lest Israel
become boastful, saying, 'My own power has delivered me.'

"Now therefore come, proclaim in the hearing of the people, saying
'"Whoever is afraid and trembling, Tet him return and depart from
Mount Gilead.'" So 22,000 people returned, but 10,000 remained.
Then the Lord said to Gideon, "The people are still too many;
bring them down to the water and I will test them for you there.
Therefore it shall be that he of whom I say to you, 'This one
shall go with you,' he shall go with you; but everyone of whom

[ say to you, 'This one shall not go with you,' he shall not go."
So he brought the people down to the water. And the Lord said

to Gideon, "You snall separate everyone who laps the water with
his tongue, as a dog Taps, as well as everyone who kneels to
drink.

Now the number of those who Tapped, putting their hand to their
mouth, was 300 men; but all the rest of the people kneeled to
drink water.

And the Lord said to Gideon, "I will deliver you with the 300
men who lapped and will give the Midianites into your hands;

so let all the other people go, each man to his home."

So the 300 men took the people's provisions and their trumpets
into their hands. And Gideon sent all the other men of Israel,
each to his tent, but retained the 300 men; and the camp of
HMidian was below him in the valley.

Now the same night it came about that the Lord said to him, "Arise,
go down against the camp, for I have given it into your hands.
"But if vou are afraid to go down, go with Purah your servant
down to the camp,

and you will hear what they say; and afterward your hands will

be strengthened that you may go down against the camp." So he
went with Purah his servant down to the outposts of the army
that was in the camp.

Now the Midianites and the Amalekites and all the sons of the
east were lying in the valley as numerous as locusts; and their
camels were without number, as numerous as the sand on the
seashore.

Wlhen Gideon came, behold, a man was relating a dream to his friend.
And he said, "Behold, I had a dream; a loaf of barley bread was
tumbling into the camp of Midian, and it came to the tent and
struck it so that it fell, and turned it upside down so that the
tent lay flat."
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v.14 And his friend answered and said, "This is nothing less than the
sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given

Midian and all the camp into his hand."

v.15 And it came about when Gideon heard the account of the dream

and its interpretation, that he bowed in worship. He

returned

to the camp of Israel and said, "Arise, for the Lord has given

the camp of Midian into your hands."

v.16 And he divided the 300 men into three companies, and he put
trumpets and empty pitchers into the hands of all of them, with

torches inside the pitchers.

v.1l7 And he said to them, "Look at me, and do Tikewise. And behold, when

I come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I do.

v.18 "When I and all who are with me blow the trumpet, then you also
blow the trumpets all around the camp, and say, 'For the Lord

and for Gideon.'"

v.19 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the out-

skirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when
they had just posted the watch; and they blew the trumpets and

smashed the pitchers that were in their hands.

v.20 When the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers,

they held the torches in their left hands and the trumpets in
their right hands for blowing, and cried, "A sword for the Lord

and for Gideon!"

v.2l And each stood in his place around the camp; and all the army ran,

crying out as they fled.

v.22 And when they blew 300 trumpets, the Lord set the sword of one
against another even throughout the whole army; and the army

fled as far as Bethshittah toward Zererah, as far as the edge of

Abelmeholah, by Tabbath.

INTRODUCTIOM:

The story of the biography of Gideon opens when the angel of the loed

g%g;g_g;Jalgggn_gj_jhg_wlnggrgss as he was threshing out grain to keep
1 rom the Midianites w whelmed and ensiaved the children

7 of Israel. The Lord _gave the assurance to Gideon that he is planning
)kﬂx) on using him To deliver the nation from the Midianites. He has since
t&&ﬁ > sought a sign by an offering and also by the fTeece.

The beginning of the liberation was the tearing down of the

altar

Baal and erecting in its place an altar TG the Eora, Which wé Saw

fé Gideon do in our last study. @ffeved Q@ sace Ciee o ﬂLq L“Dwé

ow prepared to witness the battle that is going to take place in

(3\0 L Now having been cleansed and tar to the Lord erected, w
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\ smasher'; and Midian is a type of the world
taet N %G cut down this opposition %o the people Of_EQQA_EEEE:EEEEE:EEEE:;

Ve | odf o “Fave become enslaved.

/‘gﬂﬁ-j and p early

L < ANET0 Set up camp beside the spring oT Harod, where there would be
U@@ﬂﬁsa water. And then the Tatter part of verse 1 described the camp of
Midian, who is on the north side of them, by the h111 of Moreh in the
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v. 2 And the lord said to Gideon, "The people who are with vou are too
Q& N many for Me to give Midian into their hands, lest Israel become
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( M Gideon still has a real Tesson to learn ip_his 1ife, and we have

\ﬂﬁmﬂs noted this in prior studies, as he has constantly focused only on
hk* himself and his_resqurces., and has been extremely feartul and hesitant
‘about moving ahead because he has not yet learned to really trust the
Lord to work through him and to giVe him _the victory. He Still feels -

A, l?ig ITke everything rests upon his shoulders.ipn this regard.

A, So the whole army of the Israelites consisted of only 32,000, while

C;C7 that of the Midianites amounted to at least 135,000 or 4 to 1 to the
Israelites. Yet the Lord deems this small number entirely too larqge
for the purposes He had in viey nd even when diminished to 10,000

orders a still further reduction,™

The reason the Lord feels that Gideon has too many to fight for him

in the battle against the Midianites is seen in the last phrase, 'Lest

Israel become boastful saying, My own power hath delivered me.' F%*{ S /3

et ; ,

Cr Aﬁ . If this vast host went out and fought and the Lord gave Israel the dol. 1., 1/
C-cvvi] victory like He had promised, then it would be very easy for Israel

\ to boast and say’“My own power has delivered me.#

is too is a picture of man's salvation and redemption.

o€ e it
Ao ‘ _oS‘ tghesians 2:8,9 says "For by grace are yvou saved through faith, and that
4

WA U not of yourselves., It is a gift of God, not of works; lest any
(N b é eu\rmn should boast."
\.
é Q?Q? In this whole situation G1deon is just going to have to learn to believe
p God, and to believe that.H rength S™MIde_pertect ln Oour weakness.
e A'H as Gideon 1s able to accept this realize that God must

<P QU \r\ \\ -
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have the glory, then he will see the victory over the Midianites.

One is reminded of the address of1'n Acts chapter 12 as he

P“*‘beek- his feet on the rostrum and began delivering an address to
~ them. Verse 22 says "And the people kept crving out, The voice of
g& a god, and not of a man. And immediately an angel of the Lord

o »struck him because he did not give God the glory and he was eaten
b//z;//////hy worms and died, but the word of the Lord continued to grow and

to be multiplied."

Gideon _as well as the children of Israel needed to recognize that
€ir situation was hopeless _unless God intervened and did something
€ reduces _the forces so tha 1S lesson might be

Tndelibly 1nscr1bea upon their hearts and 1ives.

if’ Deut. 8:17 "Otherwise you may say in your heart, my power and the
~ strength of my hand made me this wealth."
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jﬁr{sa 10:12 and following "So it will be that when the Lord has com-
pleted all His work on Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, he will
say, I will punish the fruit of the arrogant heart of the king
of Assyria and the pomp of his haughtiness. For he has said,
( By the power of my hand, and by my wisdom, I did this. For I
) have understanding and I removedthe boundaries of the peoples
jL/ and plundered their treasures; and like a mighty man I bhrought
down their inhabitants, and my hand reached to the riches of

g the peoples like a nest, and as one gathers abandoned eggs, I
(64 #25 —A/Qathered all the earth and there was not one that flapped its
W‘“ Jru

rough divine aid was salvation made possible.

§§

#W wings or opened its beak or chirped. Is the axe to boast it-
self over the one who chopped with it? Is the saw to exalt
itself over the one who wields it?"

Gideon needs to recognize the fact that he needs to present himsel f

o the Lord as an 1ins

Wmm

v. 3 MNow therefore come. proclaim in the hearinag of the people,

Gilead,'" So 22,000 people returned., but

10,000 reamined

First the Lord commands Gideon to go before his 32,000 troops and
say to them, 'Whoever is™afraTd and trembling, let him return and
depart—fTon rnount Gilead. '

You can imagine that the response would almost be expected after
realizing that they were playing against 4 to 1 odds. And so there
were many of them who were afraid and trembling, which is the resuTt

\ of this command.
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So 22,000 people returned, but 10,000 remained.

Gideon 'The eople are still too man Brin
est them for you there. ere-

» 't
WV >
This one shall go with

f whom I say to you, This
s one shall not ao with vou, he shall not go,'

s

r shin“hiscommnentary says, "Christianity requires men. David's

royaT band of worthies was the tvpe of the forces 0T the ChAUrCH, all
vattant men and able to encounter with thousands. Doth but a foul
Word or a frown scare thee fron Christ? Doth the loss of a little
land or silver disquiet thee? Doth but the sight of the Midianites
in the valley strike thee? Kome then, Home to the world, thou art
not for the conquering band of Christ. Thou canst not resolve to
follow him through infany, p.ison 5, racks, gibbets, flames? Depart

( to thine own house and save thy iife to thy loss."

Gideon ha t_had zine to recover from the loss.of 2/3 of
1S army, only to hear £ ord say the people are still too many.

n en he describes for Gideon a test that He wants him to give to
the remaining 10,000. Bring them down to the water and I will test
them for you there. Therefore it shall be that he of whom I say to
you, This one shall go with vou, he shall go with you; but everyone
of whom I say to do, This one shall not go with, he shall not go.

‘u-a
,m

Psalm 75:6,7 "For promotion comes neither from the east nor from
the west, nor from the south. But God is the judge, he puts
down one and sets up another."

Those who are goi ye the glorj A 1 d
rou em.; ive em the victory are going to be those
whom the Lord has chosen for this purpose. nd now Gideon riu

rn od pre 1S _warriors for battle, and how he choses
them. —

dk’I-Peter 1:6,7 "In this you greatly rejoice, even though now, for a

little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various
( trials. That the proof of your faith being more precious than
‘ gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be
found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation
of Jesus Christ."
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among you which comes upon you for your testing, as though
some strange things were happening to you. But to the degree
that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing

so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice
with exultation.

§Hf/{ Peter 4:12,13 "Beloved do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal

And the Lord is about to test these 10,000 remaining soldiers to
qgEgﬁiﬂu;JﬂfEuLsuuxLjE]J:IEEEguxL;uleuiJaﬂuu££b S0 the Lord
administers to us as His children individually, tests_to bring out
the Christ-likeness within us, and fo prepare us for His service,

and to prepare us for the bear1ng of fruit, the purpose for which
we have been chosen.

Q%E-lsz%-iﬂ&iﬂuniioas—ﬁ: verseedearesvery.clear. It will only be
nse of whom he says. they shall go with you, that go; and those ™

Who SNaTl not gos sEa’ﬂ not go.

v. 5 "So_ he brouaht the people down to the water. And the lord said
to Gideon., "You shall separate evervone who laps the water with

his tongue, as.a dog laps. as well as _everyone who kneels to
d]:j m ; 1

[Eg:g_is_;x;j&;;mu;;u:nuy;‘that are going to be formed when he takes
the people down to the water. There are going to be those, accordin
to verse 5, who will lap the watEF"WT?ﬁ"ﬁTE'T3ﬁﬂﬂﬁfagfﬁ'ﬂﬁﬁ“Tﬁﬁgf'ﬁﬁ%"
enevE-WTTT"BE'fﬁagaﬂmﬁfﬁ?‘“” -

neel to drink.

It is Gideon's responsibility, then, to divide the people by putting
al ["those who should Tick the water with their tonque, as a dog licks,

Tt0 one class., and all those who knelt down to drink, into another-=
S0 separating the Tatter from the former. e

ith their

‘ véékf(s Those who took the water from the brook with the hollow of their hand

4] and lapped it into the mouth with their tongue. as the dog does, is
only a more distinct expression for Ticking with the tonque. The 300
men who quenched their thirst in this manner were certainly not the
cowardly or indolent who did not kneel down to drink in the ordinary
way. but rather the bravest. Namely, those who, when they reached a
brook before the battle did not allow themselves time to kneel down
to satisfy their thirst in the most convenient manner, but simply
took up some water with their hands as they stood in their military
accoutrements to strengthen themselves for the battle, and then pro-
ceeded without delay against the foe.

v. 6 Ubow the number of those who lapped, putting their hand o theiy
Iouth was 300 mens: but all the rest of the people kneeled down
Lo drink water,
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is meant there were 9700 of those who kneeled down, Teaving onl,
_who are now go1Tﬁfﬁfo.,e“used by fﬁe Lora 1n“Br1ng1ng the ?

v. 7 And the lord said to Gideon, "I will deliver you with the 300 men
who lapped and will give the Midianites into_your hands; so let
211 _the other people go, each man to his home."

I am sure G1deon is stunned by these words from the Lord. He has now

j : "I will deliver you with the 300 men and will
‘ﬁl:sz, g give the Midianites into your hands." cude wp w[ 2e0¥ A pramise .

de While the Lord was willing to g35g%E;ngn_Lhg_fgiﬁh,gi;iﬁ;kquiugihg~
s1gn with the fleece of v us to raise him up to full con-
qo deEﬁEE'Tn the divine omn1p0tence, he also required of him, when thus
a* trengthened, an _attestation of his faith §§'T e ion of his
a_kédsrmy, e might give the whole glory to him and accept the vic
kqu Tﬁﬁﬁ’that great multitude from his hands alone.

0 . ot - , . i

{fié/,/”//,v into their hands. And Gideon sent all the other men of Israel,
each to his tepnt, but retained the 300 mens and the camp of

Midian was below him in the valley."

Now the full impact of all that is taking place begins to really
weigh heavy upon Gideon. As he can see this vast host of over 135,000
&Jgi”.i, peopTe; arrTor their animals and Tivestock, down in the valley, ana he

now stripped down to just 300 men from a human point of view seems
lTike an impossible task.

"How the same night it came about that the Lord said to him,
'Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into your

hﬁ]jﬁ (W]
After all the testing and the 9700 remaining went home, lTeading just
€ sma ask force of 300 men, that very n1ght the Lord said,

“Ar1se, go down against the camp, fOF T have given it into your hand."
v.10

"But if you are afraid to go down, go with Purah your servant

down_to _the camp"

g and one of the parts of his
."So the Lord says that he can go
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v.11 "and you will hear what they say:; and afterward your hands will be
strengthened that you may go down against the camp. So he went
with Purah his servant down to the outposts of the army that was

J‘m ibﬁ :Q[ﬂn n

The Lord wants him to go down and hear what is being said in the camp,

and then as a result of hearing the conversation, he will then be
strengthened to go into the battle.

3‘ Proverbs 29:25 says: "The fear of man brings a snare but whoso puts
his trust in the Lord shall be safe."

IT Tim. 1:7 "God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power,
and of love, and of a sound mind."

as_the sand on the seashore."

We not only have the Midianites, who are descendants of Midian the son
of ‘Abraham and Keturah, but also the ama1ekj;gsi who have been a thorn
in the side of the children of Israel on prior occasions. Amalek is

a descendant of Esau. And it goes on to say that all the sons oT the
East were Tying There in the valley, as numerous as locusts.

There were so many of them, and their camels were without number, and
as numerous as the sand on the seashore.

v.13 When Gideon came., behold. a man was relating a dream to his friend.
\? 4L\ And he saijd, "Behold, I had a dream; a loaf of barley bread was
©

tumbling into the camp of Midian, and it came to the tent and
Q)fg;uﬂ* S struck it so that it fell, and turned it upside down so that the
MN&M tent lay flat."
o 1% _

o JJ*~ gg§£§g§ ideon and Purah get down to the camp, they hear-a mangtelling.
bout his ,,eam ‘to his friend, and they listen. The man says in his

23 hat lQﬁI-Of barley bread was tumbling into the camp of M1d1an,_

uﬁy@@“ and a G me to the tent and struck it, so that it fell and turned it

cedlageu

g@snﬁe,down, so that the tent Tay flat.

éxfﬂ\ﬂ Gideon recagnizes that the loaf of barley bread is a picture of him
W and of his forces.

—

"'te‘s;to th1nk that a loaf of barley bread ‘
BUALAE T and by %ie about Ssuch destruction;

DU Wlﬂeﬁoﬁm%amﬁmw the Lord of hosts, then

LIE re 111 De Vic tory.
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v.14 And his friend answered and said, “Th1s is noth1nq less than the
r i the s f Joas f I
Midian and all the camp into his hand 5

t the barley bread is the sword of
a man of Israel. en he concludes the

interpretation with the statement:% God has given Midian and all the

camp into his hands.

His friend in

: ”"”beaut1fu1 thing for to hear 1n the midst of his fear and
' ation_over how the Lord is going to do it with only 300 men.

/////,/”7” He himself realizes that God is the one whao is going fo.give Midian
; glarj and all the camp into the hand of Gideon.

b' [rﬂvf/ You can imagine how a dream like this is told over_and over again over
Ht,jgﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂ( the dinner table that night, and how it spread like wildfire throughout
5 the Whole camp to make the people nervous and on edge.

boo -~ v.15 And it came about when Gideon heard the account of the dream and

its interpretation, that he bowed in worship., He returned to the
camp_of Israel and said, “Ar1se. for the Lord has given the camp

Of Midian into vour hands.

5 after hearing the

. There is a sense of joy, a sense.
a new con T lence 1n his s ep, a new boTdness to go forth in

et

As he returned to the camp of Israel, he said to his 300 men, "Arise,
for the Lord has given the camp of Midian into your hands."

.

v.16 And he divided the 300 men into three companies, a

o g ‘»\-\ s . h ; . =

- Trumpets, empty pitchers, and a torch are all that are going to be

necessary n overtaking the MTdianites.
( Wy ﬁ#kﬂmte Ldémgév& ) %‘%ﬁ
7¢WJQ‘ (ifiiiéi::A tjUﬂfé /HihbﬁL &Xij?Adﬁl oy }dkuAf ?ai“%%? 7
Y Efl_ /Lﬂ)xq-a—fw\/\h L’-/L oo | AMQ (Lfﬁa-Lf. L Y
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Sp1r1tua1 app11cat10q‘;s»ggt fagtossecke Tﬁ weapons of our warfare

u _carnal, but mighty, through God, toTHE Pulling dOWn OF SEromg=

~The torches are s --sm of ire -m PRy
o ' Q.br: 1n_surrender

. The

One is reminded of II Cor. 4:6,7 "For God, who said 1ight shall shine
out of darkness, is the one who has shone in our hearts to give
AiﬁLFﬁ the 1ight of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of
V Christ. Though we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that
%wrb % the surpassing greatness of the power may be of God, and not
P from ourselves."

{
%wﬂ | .. L .

% when T come to the outskirts of the camp, do as I do.
o
Gywé\wh After dividing them into three companies and giving trumpets and pitchers
Qﬁe ¢ jinto their hands, he then tells them to be looking at him and doing
&ﬁQJ X everything just the same way he does.
P 7 g

LY w18 :
? / - ““wmwwmm 5.2t aroun '

fsetvfrse§;G1deen is g1v1ng the 300 men batt truct
th lruﬁﬁe en they 11 b1ow the trumpets; and at the

v.19 So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the out-

proﬁﬂy((vvlwf skirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when

ntainside from three
100" 1n each roup. This little invasion
3 1t§1e after midnight, atter the m1-d1e

]
and the
vﬂﬂﬂﬁhwﬁﬁww

?Jus"fafen p ace. They areﬁbe'“ to relax.
trumpets and smashed the pitchers that were in

v.20 i i ers
II 1d_the 1 i TRTTE 1 :
their right hands for b1ow1nq, and cried, "A sword for_ the lord
amd fun QJQEQQ[”
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A ni , for the Hebrews divided the night into three
watches, at this time fﬁéy would naturally be sunk in their profoundest
s1umbers, and of course be thrown into the utmost confusion on being

" éﬁﬂ “awakened.

Ihe three companies blew the t and broke the pitchers. Every
man probab]y dashing his pitche kil hat of his comrade who stood
hereifect: of this with the intermingled sound o e

rumpets and the shouts of the assailants reverberat1ng on every side
qf the camp, together wttﬁ*the gudden glare of 300 t est ‘blazing on
5 b :

: ; - een
And the enemy cou at every Israelite had

;a .rum“et and a 11gh;a'thé”h01se of so many trumpets, the blaze of so
many - lights, with the crash of the broken pitchers from different
quarterss-must have conveyed to their minds the most exaggerated 1deas
of - the numbers by which thev were heset, e ——

yhen you have the three companies blowing trumpets from every direction,
breakﬁﬁg pitchers one against the other, and the torches begin to

"Tight up the sides of the hill, the people down ith
e orrﬁBTe fear, know1ng that they ave een_overtaken by _an enemy so

{TTTh suce 'an'a‘van.age. And on top of all that--to hear the cry:
”The SWOFd for the ord and for Gideon!"

—

This only verified the dream that had been given, and now everyone is
frozen in fear for a moment as they are so quickly awakened from a
sound sleep.

v.2]1 And each stood in his place around the camp; and all the army
out as they fled

”////’//i;;; ach of these 30¢ i 3 i
\'dﬁif it running and cryipg.ouf.as.they fled.

~ W“mt
\;uitﬁ" oF One is reminded @é*&? Chron. 20:17 when the Lord says, "You need not
. Yo fight in this battle. Station yourselves,stand and see the
SAWMc\oV“qJ¥ ' salvation of the Lord on your behalf. 0 Judah and Jerusalem,
g do not fear or be dismayed, tomorrow go out to face them for

the Lord is with you."

These were the same words that were given as the armies came up behind
the ch11dren of Israel as they were facing the Red Sea in front of them:

éa‘({xodus 14:13,14 "But Moses said to the people, Do not fear, stand by
and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for

. you today. For the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will
#'L5”ﬁ€ never see them again forever. The Lord will fight for you, while

g ﬁVﬁ you keep silent."

L0°

() %M
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v.22 _And when they blew 300 frumpets, the lord set the sword of one
against another even throughout the whole army; and the army

ethshittah toward Zererah, as far as the edge
of Abelmeholah, by Tabbath,

_trumpets, the Midianites began to fight -
ekites began to fight the Amalekites.

nfusion with the swords-and the noise going’
ve, down in the valley, life is taken as
R—— R ST G

A . impossible circumstances.
A (8 : d ; ‘
h 3&5#‘\“{55- p Hoe G y J(?- RN C-J*Ou.h.sej .
“CONCLUSION:

5“11 ' There are a number of lessons that we can gather from this particular
study.

LESSON #1: I Thess. 5:24 "Faithful is he who calls you and who also
willobring At tnipass."

) LESSON # 2: The Lord wants to get the glory from giving the victory,
( and so He trims down Gideon's forces substantially from 32,000
h £0 300.
el
LESSON #3: The Lord meets Gideon's fear with a promise: 'I will deliver
you with the 300 men who lapped and will give the Midianites into

your hands, so let all the other people go, each man to his own
home. '

LESSON # 4: The Lord provides assurances for Gideon through the inter-
pretation of the dream.

LESSON #5: Victory came as the 300 me Gideon stood and watched
after die he pitcher and to blow the
rumpet and to shout 'A sword for the Lord and for Gideon.'

1‘\ g #Q F"Q-{ f)\ A G‘mo.ws Musk Lp, Bw‘v fem. Se Haa lld(k*‘ Co. Shye ('Tb\‘l—:_
€Lson

Lesson T2 Tor -I-L Lovd + Gidee~ 5 raht  order

ot @kmﬁ’a sl ?MM%WZ FA 1447

i@/w&g’ wold thy Lot osd Sl o Bepeist




