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STUDY NUMBER FOUR - Judges 8:1-32

Then the men of Ephraim said to him, "What is this thing you have
doneto us, not calling us when you went to fight against Midian?"
And they contended with him vigorously.

But he said to them, "What have I done now in comparison with you?
Is not the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim better than the vintage
of Abiezer?

"God has given the leaders of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb into your hands;
and what was I able to do in comparison with you?" Then their anger
toward him subsided when he said that.

Then Gideon and the 300 men who were with him came to the Jordan and
crossed over, weary yet pursuing.

And he said to the men of Succoth, "Please give loaves of bread to
the people who are following me, for they are weary, and I am pur-
suing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of Midian."

And the leaders of Succoth said, "Are the hands of Zebah and Zal-
munna already in your hands, that we should give bread to your army?"
And Gideon said, "A11 right, when the Lord has given Zebah and Zal-
munna into my hands, then I will thrash your bodies with the thorns
of the wilderness and with briers."

And he went up from there to Penuel, and spoke similarly to them;
and the men of Penuel answered him just as the men of Succoth had
answered,

So he spoke also to the men of Penuel, saying, "When I return safely,
I will tear down this tower."

Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, and their armies with them,
about 15,000 men, all who were left of the entire army of the sons of
the east; for the fallen were 120,000 swordsmen.

And Gideon went up by the way of those who Tlived in tents on the east
of Nobah and Jogbehah, and attacked the camp, when the camp was un-
suspecting.

When Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pursued them and captured the two
kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, and routed the whole army.

Then Gideon the son of Joash returned from the battle by the ascent
of Heres.

And he captured a youth from Succoth and questioned him. Then the
youth wrote down for him the princes of Succoth and its elders,
seventy-seven men.

And he came to the men of Succoth and said, "Behold Zebah and Zal-
munna, concerning whom you taunted me, saying, 'Are the hands of
Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hand, that we should give bread
to your men who are weary?'"

And he took the elders of the city, and thorns of the wilderness

and briers, and he disciplined the men of Succoth with them.

And he tore down the tower of Penuel and killed the men of the city.
Then he said to Zebah and Zalrmunna, "What kind of men were they whom
you killed at Tabor?" And they said, "They were like you, each one
resembling the son of a king."

And he said, "They were my brothers, the sons of my mother. As the
Lord lives, if only you had let them live, I would not kill you."
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v.20 So he said to Jether his first-born, "Rise, kill them." But the
youth did not draw his sword, for he was afraid, because he was
still a youth.

v.21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, "Rise up yourself, and fall on us;
for as the man, so is his strength." So Gideon arose and killed
Zebah and Zalmunna, and took the crescent ornaments which were on
their camels' necks.

v.22 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, "Rule over us, both you and
your son, also vour son's son, for your have delivered us from the
hand of Midian."

v.23 But Gideon said to them, "I will not rule over you, nor shall my son
rule over you; the Lord shall rule over you."

v.24 Yet Gideon said to them, "I would request of you, that each of you
give me an earring from his spoil." (For they had gold earrings,
because they were Ishmaelites.)

v.25 And they said, "We will surely give them." So they spread out a
garment, and every one of them threw an earring there from his spoil.

v.26 And the weight of the gold earrings that he requested was 1,700 shekels
of gold, besides the crescent ornaments and the pendants and the purple
robes which were on the kings of Midian, and besides the neck bands
that were on their camels' necks.

v.27 And Gideon made it into an ephod, and placed it in his city, Ophrah,
and all Israel played the harlot with it there, so that it became a
snare to Gideon and his household.

v.28 So Midian was subdued before the sons of Israel, and they did not 1ift
up their heads any more. And the land was undisturbed for forty years
in the days of Gideon.

v.29 Then Jerubbaal the son of Joash went and Tived in his own house.

v.30 Now Gideon had seventy sons who were his direct descendants, for he
had many wives.

v.31 And his concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, and he named
him Abimelech.

v.32 And Gideon the son of Joash died at a ripe old age and was buried in
the tomb of his father Joash, in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

B F. 249
INTRODUCTION: — 49

Thus far in our study of the 1ife of Gideon we have seen the Lord c

him out of Ophrah, And having called him, provided all that was necessary
or him to carry out the mission of delivering the pation Israel from the

Midianites.Wrhe first encounter in_this deliverance involved the altars

of Baagl¢@Jrhe second encounter was the battle 1tself, which Wwe-considered
in_our Tlast study.
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W 1at the Midianites have been put to flight, we have a continuation
ggf the story in Juddes ct

v. 1 Ihen the men of Fphraim said to him. "What is this thing vou have
done to us..not calling us when vou went to fight against Midian?"

And _they contended with him vigorously

We noted that back in chapter 6 when Gideon began to formulate the army
to go against the Midianites that he got some local folks first, and then
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went throughout his own tribe of Manasseh, and then invited Ashe
Zebulon and Naphtali to send warriors for the campaign.
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) This ds.actually only representation from four of the twelve tribes
Péﬁrtﬁaa ,winvolved in the entire nation. i
a
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39 o . . . : i
h The tribe of E s , in sending BHMA
Ao or warriors. As a result of being neglected, they are guite upset. 'T"b
e ' vipé
’////\od; \i You will always notice how many wan e involved when the battles
1 are being won and the victoryvy enploved.

h w1 4 esented the fact that they did not get to have some first-hand
o O ent in this overwhelming victory that was granted to the troaps
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cﬂﬁﬁﬂpjf"hf The verse says that they contended with him vigorously. Many times the
X g;}ﬂé tragic story of the ongoing work of the church, as well as the children
ﬁf\Afof Israel, is that a man_is wounded in the house of his friengg.

G§0¢5\‘\\ The Ephraimites, rather than.
N ﬂ%ﬁli _Nave _qot—to contend vi
< the fact that they were left o
k v. 2 But he said to them, "What have I done now in comparison with vou?
_ " Is_not the gleaning of the arapes of Ephraim better than the vintage
‘w‘-ﬂ"\b ; 211 /Q e
. | of Abiezer? 2

» dhat have don

f%@zge tather Az Reaetlon
Gideon meets beautifully this feeling of injured pride and jealousy by

“Fpraim is _the victory gain
es_this to be better that t
| y h.. _- .

" ‘%?ﬂ Phil. 2:3,4 "Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with

////’.\ g <% humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more im-

\X&““l Kﬁh 2 portant than himself. Do not merely look out for your own
b " ”6W“ s personal interest, but also for the interest of others."
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0_\,\‘; // v. 3 "God ha i s g iia b_and b_into _vou .

C\ N and what was T able to do in comparison with vou?" Then their

y//// anger toward him subsided when he said that.
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As the Midianites began to flee from the valley of Jezreel in all
directions during that night and the next day, they went i
divection he tribe.of Ephraim. Ephraim had the privilege of

~\ o e capturing( Oreb )and (Zeeb,} the two Teaders of the Midianites.
Re\ e

o
x@§\ Ué\ When Gideon reminded them of the important part they had played
e -§fji, ih'Fﬁe victory, then their anger toward him subsided when he said
A e

//S‘&Q\L ‘\ukt'

N v. 4 TIhen Gideon and the 300 men who were with him came to the Jordan

——"-

Nt and crossed over, weary. yet Dursuing..
o
:ﬂrGa1atians 6:9 "Let us not grow weary in well doing, for in due season j.
o uwc,wvm\ we shall reap if we faint not. ey Liell dove” Ave Ausaily ¢ lose Hogelli
/ ——-—j
‘i, “Gideon with his men of 300 valiant warriors, moves toward the Jordan
U}Q/ON'L\
L;NA3 River and cross over. They are very weary from fighting all night
\\. and pursuing them the day. But the Lord is in the process, giving
u>“’ y. them the victory.
e

v. 5 And he said to the men of Succoth, "Please give loaves of bread to

suing Zebah and Zalmupna, the kings of Midian,"

0r10us campa1gn in which they were 1nvo1ved

Let us learn with patient continuance in well-doing to wait for that

Ki, ime of retribution to the saint as well as to the sinner; though the
wor]d know nothing of our struggle with our spiritual foes, it is no

R 4h less a real and arduous lifelong conf]1ct._ et g§_persevere, however

fain yet pursu1ng, the h1ndran :

ST : ET
_-1_f1cu]ty sha11 be surmountedrg; last, and the remembrance of the,
past conflict will é“haﬁ?“‘tﬁfﬂgT iss of the _heavenly home, where con-
\ﬁﬂ[ flict shall be unknown.'_Af%er that we shall have been made more than

.conquerors through him that loved us.

After Gideon announces the purpose for the request, the men of Succoth
inly shou !'ITW:IIJ-' ery ready to cooperate h_the campaign

a 2ir part in _mal |- orovision for these wearv warr10rs

éﬁfﬁf’ v. 6 And the leaders of Succoth said, "Are the hands of Zebah and
4L Zalmunna already in _your hands, that we should give bread to _

®
@ ﬂf‘/“l Your army?!

‘ In these words of the Teaders of Succoth, we notice there is a fear
( and cowardice in the fact that when these Midianites are victorious
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and tﬁ%&_@l_e_gwczuld deal out retribution upon all the
sup?or ers of Gideon. But there is "also mock1ng_der1s1on over the
smalIness of the force which Gideon is using to pursue this host of

Midianites. They are in essence chiding him over the impossibility to
ever gain the victory over these foes.

In this denial of the pequest of Gideon, the¥ are showing ggntemg;%
both toward Gideon and God, and His ability to deliver them into the
Rands of Gideon.

m The v1ctory eve i

":‘,'_ is accomplished, tells
a‘ft!‘TWh’e'ﬂ'f"thé Lo d _has_given

ebaﬁ“dﬁﬁ” a]qgnna into my hand,

é& Penuel ke got the same song, ‘second verse: ("Are\the hands of Zebah
and Zalmunna arleady in your hands, that we sho

'when the Lord has

= victory 15 “even as he said in verse 7:
¥9}@v3 hQQ1ven ,'"ere he say hen I return safe]y, I will tear down this tower.'
Xﬁ é yk's There must have been some castle or tower that they had built of which
% O they were very proud, sometﬁ1ng similar to the Space Needle in Seattle
. k“ or the WorTd's Fair Tower in San Antonio, or the Reunion Tower in Dallas
e or something of this sort, of which they were quite proud. And Gideon

tells them that the consequences of their standoffish attitude and
uninvolvement with him in the campaign will have some serious consequences.

v.10

of the easi; for the fallen were 120,000 swordsmen.

What we are now discernin n-up operation
qe'Eaf%le
n rsul

0 ;.?...1',&1"1
the night in fhe valley of J
( ’0,000 had_already fallen Thi'”
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Zebah and Zalmunna that Gideon is pursuing.

e T

451\%‘¢\ 1 point of view, this still seems like such an overwhelming

- \UL-?} ity, as_he is pursuing with his 300 men such a vast army.
W P .

?*igoc1 fif v.1l And Gideon went up by the way of those who Tived in_tents on
227 qu\xyv”‘ the east of Nobah and Jogbehah, and attacked the cam n
=0”}ikfr_ ﬁ«lwa* camp was_unsuspecting.

Nt

at the odds are so ruch against Gideon and his 300 men.

b X - v.12 MWhen Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pursued them and captured the two
3‘*5 é\mf" A ings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna. and routed the whole army

A A’ /'/
X&-@Lgln@( - Zebah and Zalmunna were stilled mystified over the battle that had
Gip\m EaEgn place in _the valley of Jezreel, and when this happened on a
second occasion, fear was struck in their hearts because of the over-
( ) whelming victory that had already taken place. And with their residual

force of 15,000 which seemed so small in_comparison to what they had
started out with, when Gideon attacked them upawares, they began to

fTee

And Gideon and his 300 men pursued them and captured the two kings of
Midian, and also routed the whole army of 15,000.

v.13 Ihen Gideon the son of Joash returned from the battle by the ascent

-of Hepes,
Once battle had e outed, Gideon now
returned back toward Ophrah by the ascent of Heres.
\ v.14 And he captured a youth from Succoth and questioned him. Then the
\C

)\i‘ \ ﬂzgwﬁﬁwth and its elders,

Now that Gideon has won the overwhe]mIng victory through the Lord's
sovereign intervention against Israel's external foes, he must now
deal with the internal opposition that is present.

w &

The way he prepares to handle the situation is by capturing a young man

from Succoth and then questioning him. He had the young men write down.
the princes of Succoth and its _elders, a total of 77 men.

——




v.15 And he came to the men of Succoth and said, "Behold Zebah and.
Zalmunna, concerning whom you taunted me, saying, 'Are the hands_

of Zebah and Zalmunna already in your hand, that we should give .

yv\kkﬂ v.16 And he took the elders of the citv. and thorns of the wilderness
& 14'5 and briers, and he disciplined the men of Succoth with them.

Sev!o” lveo -0 or
gmin ¥ theiy i ion of his people from
¥ ¥ the Midianites is just as he had promised with the thorns and briers

Mew T of the wilderness,
v.17 And he tore down the tower of Penuel and killed the men of the
Litye

Q}V Lﬂm.‘? %he punishment that was inflicted by Gideon upon both of these cities

as TVe [_respects. and.was. righteously.executed, e

%;;;§1gants 0; these cities had not only acted treacherousl Isra
as far as they could from the most selfish intefests 1E E Eé|§ EEE;

( : he Lord and the freedom of his people, but
1€} femptuoys. treatment of ﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬂlﬁﬂﬂlﬂﬂiiTTiilﬂmr"- '

poured con'empt'upon the Lord, who had shown them to be his own
goTdiers berore the eyes ot fﬁe whole nation by the victory which

he had given to them over the innumerable army of the foe.

| judg

e of Israel

v.18 Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, "What kind of men were they
whom_you killed at Tabor?" And they said, "They were 1ike vou,
each one resembling the son of a king."

Now Gideon is preparing to deal with the kings who had fought against
fﬁe Israe]ites at Tabors and had Ei]led many of them in prior battles,
n submitting the land of Israel to bondage in the first place, And
0 he 1s cali' heir

mance, so that he can be
just in the executign of the sentence that is about to take place.

gﬁﬂetr#response is: 'They were Tike you, each one resembling the son

f a k1ng

Eyident]x some of Gideon's b ~had been killed or murdered in a
very unrighteous manner by these two kings, and now €aling
oﬁf'refr1Euf1on oV

Nem.
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v.19 And id, ! ere my brothers, the
the Lord lives, if onlv vou had let them live. I would not kill
::g“ 1

Deut. 19:6 "Lest the avenger of blood pursue the manslayer in the heat
of his anger and overtake him because the way is long, and take
his Tife, though hewas not deserving of death since he had not
hated him previously."

LT W SSt G '1‘&16(3"!""‘L

fresions1b1ﬂﬂt‘ in_view Of the. Mosa1c Jaw _to vindicate

This is the reason he says if they had let his brothers Tive, he would
not now need to execute this sentence.

v.20 So he said to Jether his first-born, "Rise, kill them." But the
youth _did not draw his sword, for he was afraid, because he was
sLill a youth,

verse . ells us not draw his sword b gau;g he was afna1d,
because he_was st111 a young man.

v.21l Then unna_ sai

Gi and k111ed
Zebah and Zalmunna, and took the cresgcent ornaments which were on
their camels' necks,

wo_kings
fall upon them and slay the
1deon accepts the Invitation and inflicts the execution and takes
the crescent ornaments which were on their camels' necks as a booty
or memorial for the battle.

1n the matter and invite Gideon to

v.22 Then the men of Israel sa1d to _Gideon, "Rule over us., both vou_ and

0 SO fi 0
the hand of Midian,'

ing him now to ru]e over them, and not only for h1m o]

i *son S sons because of what you have done to deliver us
he_hand. ' omi ul d an.

The immediate response of the men o rael.is.to.show appreciation to

: in this situation as the one who is re-
sponsible, when if # the proper re ould

Eﬂﬂ.

-'over them.

TE;L ?eople Ave ubleMj J’ GJesM stead &F Gqus GoC/
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How easy it would have been for Gideon to have accepted the glary
in this situation for the triumph that had taken place.

P

v.23 But Gideon said to them, "I will not rule over vou., nor shall
my_son rule over vous: the lord shall rule over vou."

jlory of this situation at all, but will

: 1d the people as to where the v1ctory had
0 asfrespons1b]e, and tells them that it would be
he’Lord ‘and ‘to submit to his leadership

onrw11] noy sharerrh_the

Tdeon's career to have achIeve a decisive victory and res
Ve cﬁl nal independence, gained the oya]ty and contidence of his_
e\x* EEEEIE: and yet retain his gimplicity and humility is evidence of
fy Q j! true greatness. \lith prophet1c insight, he Saw Eﬁat Israel's destiny
@&Vce' ’ was bound up with God's sovereign oral kingshi
v.24 i i "
you give me _an earring from his spoil." (For they had qold
earrings, because they were Ishamelites,)
( Although Gideon refused to,take the place of leadership over the people,
; he did have the desire to ﬁeave a monument which would perpetuate the
memory of the miraculous deliverance)of which he had been the divine
nstrument. e
-
‘Yag;wﬁ_ v.25 And they said, "We will surely give them," §0 they spread ogt a

Tt c-p-am_-n.-»-u-awm e ety

1v1n an_e rr1f."“

v.26 A

n rnaments and the pendants
and the purple robes which were on the kings of Midian, and

Fee Ve 1] WTEETTR r s |

After cheerfully fulfilling the request of Gideon, he finds gold
earrings weighing about 50 pounds, separate from the other things
which Gideon had not asked, but which the Israelites gave to him.

[t is interesting to.note among the Arab people,.even.to this day,
Tthe desire for wearing jewelry, many rings, earrin laces, and so

orth.
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In the process of the battle many of these gold p1eces were secured
/1:;;;?:;;/ %w’the warr1ors And they, ‘having fulfilled Gideon's request, go
:7}¢;, even beyond and give these additional trinkets into his hand.
7 26 v.27 And Gidean made it into an ephod, and placed it in his city Hotl of Fauz.

' . : ;
/iiégﬁ:;:/\ Ophrah, an tsrael played the harlot with it here, s rheler Made
.. ! it o Gi '
% ‘g/)wtb’a 5 W] Famciu-s L\l }’(""(“
Gideon had been successful in turnin \the desire for power and

R privilege. His thought was that the ephod woul

@yw“’} ib'cj he was én a peculiar nearness to God. You can refuse the kingship,
\J“"‘}, 4BUT YOU Want the priesthood.

? ) @{f »urﬁé*COr 1:29 "That no man should boast before God."

S

Gideon here fails in humility and faith. The oak, the winepress, the
P&MQ_ 6ﬁ ;f”“a]tar and rock in Ophrah, it shou]d have been on]y g]ory to God, but

__—nstead we find it here going to Gideon. He is aspiring to the priest-
a”ﬁ hood. It is 1mgortan; for us to notice that blessing is not maintained
QUIJL- Dy human etfor Scaal tevaees Hivase i

- /jt4 The ephod is no good without the priest and the church is of no value

"Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his

—hesr L turn away, nor shall he greatly increase silver or gold
for himself."

An ephod was a vestment cover1ng the shoulders and extendin the

¥ There Were two kinds
uliar B t, made of

bTue purp]e scarle and p1a1n 11nen, curiously wrought and also en-

tw1ﬁeﬁ with gold. In this was set the breastplate studded with precious

stones and conta1n1ng the Urim and Thummin by which the high priest

consulted the will of Jehovah.

The other was made after the sa inferior mater1a15,‘be1ng
composed simply of fine linen and worn not only by the priests but

by the Levites and The Gthers in divine ministrations, as we see from
the case of Samue1 ‘and David, neither of whom belonged to the order of
pr1ests The ephod made by Gideon was undoubtedly designed to be of
the former kind, and was thus wrought with great splepdor. His real
motive in this transaction is not very easily determined. Some think

he ephod was des1gned merely as a commemorative trophy of Israel's
UQTTVE?EﬁCe It wasa Ve
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that it was intended wholly for a religious use. Gideon had at his
first calling been Tnstructed to build an altar _and offer sacrifice.
This perhaps induced him to think himself authorized to officiate

in some way occasionally at his own house; and as he knew that an
ephod was a usual appendage to such an office, he might have had
one formed and finished in sumptuous style for this purpose.

If this be the right conjecture, the worship performed was doubt-
less in honor of the true God, but it was still unauthorized and
improper, However, he may have considered the first commission as
constituting a good warrant for his continuing service.

To such disastrous consequences may one false step of a good man
lead who fails to weigh well the issues of his best-meant conduct.
The following suggestions naturally arise from the narrative:
(:ii) In God's worship human inventions are to be most care-
fully avoided _and the inspired word strictly adhered to.

—

What may be indifferent or innocent to one man may to a
weaker brother be a dangerous snare.

The beginning of sin is as the letting out of water--
From small beginnings arose all the present horrid idolatry.

This became a snare unto Gideon and to his house. That is, . became

not only a source of evil personally to Gideon, enticing his affections
from their proper object and abating his zeal for the true worship of
God in his old age, but proving the occasion of sin and ruin to his
family, as appears in the ensuing chapter.

It is Watson who says there was another reason for his decision which
may have even more weight. Like many men who have distinguished them-
selves in one way, his real ambition lay in a different direction. _We
think of him as a military genius. He, for his part, looked to the
priestly off1C“Eﬂd—thE'tTHnsng"on'*T divine oracles as his proper
catHng—The—enthustasm withwirith—he overthrew the altar of Baal.
buttt—the new altar of Jehovah and offered his first sacrifice upon
“it, survive when the wild delights of victory had passed away. The
Thrill of awe and strange excitement he had felt when divine messages
came to him and signs were given in answer to his prayer affected him
far more deeply and permanently than the sight of a enemy
and the pride of knowing himself victor in a great campaign.

Neither did kingship a ith access to God,

m and declaration of his will to men. Gideon appears
aTready tlﬁgg_ﬂf_wax with no appetite certainly for more. However,
successful and impatient to return to the mysterious rites and sacred
privileges of the altar. He had good reason to acknowledge the power
over Israel's destiny of the great Being whose spirit had come upon him,
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whose promises had been fulfilled. He desired to cultivate that inteyr-
course with heaven, which more than anything else gave him the sense
6f dignity and strength from the offer of a crown he turned, as if
eager to don the robe of a priest and Tisten for the holy oracles

that none beside him seemed able to receive.

It is easy to obtain gifts for the outward glory of religion and a
golden image is soon to be seen within a house of Jehovah on the hill
at Ophrah. Whatever form it had, this figure was to Gideon no idol,
but a symbol or sign of Jehovah's presence among the people; by means
of it, in one way or other, of the ways used at the time, as for ex-
ample, by casting lots from within it, appeal was made to God with

the utmost respect and confidence.

Gideon then made his ephod and placed it in Ophrah—where he lived,.
o\ and—here alT Israel went thither, a-whoring after it, The meaning
\wﬁ is that Israelites of the area now came to accept this ephod as the
C21? \ authentic one for them, which really constituted Gideon as their

(G recognized high priest. This of course was displeasing to God and
@L@X constituted a serious sin on the part of both Gideon and the people.
Q% \A A « God has ordained one high priest only and he served in Shiloh and
cf? ° was to be a descendant of Aaron. Gideon did not qualify on either
count. He was seriously wrong in having ordered the ephod made,
Thus presuming to act in the role of the high priest, and the people
Were wrong 1n accepting him or the ephod as approved of God.

P

In Gideon's defense, it may be said that the high priest at Shiloh
P probably was not functioning well at the time, and Gideon may have
. believed that the people should have better service than this. If so,
Y7 this was to the detriment of the rightful high priest. But it gave
&waﬁ no reason for Gideon to presume to take on his duties as a God-approved
j 1 substitute. God had appointed him to be Israel's military leader of
(WYY the day, not the high priest. Gideon rightly refuses Civil leadership
gEﬁZﬁ/ offered but he did not do the same in respect to this unwarranted re-

ligious leadership.

v.28 So Midian was subdued before the sons of Israel, and they did not
i i re, And the land was undi bed for
forty vears in the days of Gideon.

After this glorious victory, thed Midianites now subdued, the sons of
Israel have the freedom and prosperity of the next forty years to enjoy
1ife, and this was enjoyed in the days of Gideon.

as finished and the victory won, Gideon found himself.
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{ Aﬂ v.30 Now Gideon had seventy sons who were his direct descendants,

}.’;” for he had many wives.
25 A
. M Ji Vernon McGee points out that Gideon had many wives and a concubine,
g@?f Al besides, He had a_total of seventy-one sons. That is a real blot on
k' E,U this man's 1ife. As someone will say, as they did about Solomon, how ~
b could God use a man 1ike this, and why did he use him?

L~ \;xy \ Well, Gideon took these many wives and had all of these children after
V& \ the b The fact of the matter is that God used him in spite of
) this. God did not approve of what he did. The record makes it clear
fﬁat his actions brought tragedy to the nation of Israel. The next

&> chapter bfings that out. God had forbidden intermarriage outside the
: &;ﬁht1on He had forbidden the Israelites to have more than one wife.
Qkﬁkoq h ﬁ\ God did not create several Fves for Adam. He created only one. God

P {mf(ﬂ'f'not remove all of Adam's ribs, he took out only one rib.

*Lj \qaﬂ”\ v.31 And his concubine who was in Shechem also bore him a son, and he

IV S P named him Abimelech.

5
peet a\ With the religious deterioration in his later years, also comes the

(0" ToraT deterToratTon,
PQE/////
5

4 ;, | P
Qg&“\ “became sort of a h1gh pr1est to a1] of them, serv1ng in d1sobed1ence to
the prescribed divine order, and also becoming very immoral in his per-
sonal Tife.

What a tragedy to see a man filled with so much potential experience
victory and usefulness by the Lord, only to finish his race poorly.

o The only words that can come to our minds at this time are the words,
QEQ 'Watch yourselves. Take heed, lest you fall. The spirit indeed is
“?&LL* wilTing, but the flesh is weak.'

V" W CONCLUSTON:

There are a number of lessons that we can learn from this particular
study:

LESSON #1: Sometimes contention can be relieved by a compliment. Gideon
faces the resentful host of Ephraim who are hurt by his neglect to
call them to battle, and he compliments them upon the fact that
the Teaders of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb, had been given into their
hands, and not his.

Q)JWW% (,{/m v e o oy .,L\;— .‘? lih:ﬁr‘(v(-w 31 (Can
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LESSON #2: 'Let us not grow weary in well doing. for in due season we
%%gllﬂrgggl_ll_wezra1nt not.” Oh, if Gideon had only foTTowed
is pattern in his Tlater years, and it could have been said
of him throughout his 1life, 'He was weary, yet pursuing.' How
differently the final chapters of his 1ife would have been.

}kau Isaiah 40:31 "They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength,

e

s

Nla»‘lw

they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and
not be weary, and they shall walk and not faint."

LESSON #3: How much we need the support of one another in the securing
of the victory,and yet there are those who will refuse to help,
Tike the residents of Succoth and Penuel.

LESSON #4: Gideon expressed his faith in knowing in advance that the
Lord was going to _give him the victory when he says, "When the
Cord has given Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand" and then in
verse 9, "When I return safely". So it is with us, knowing that
He is constantly Teading us in a pageant of triumph, the ultimate
victory 1is secured.

L O v e

LESSON #5: The chastening of Succoth and Penuel is a picture of the

chastening hand of God upon us as_hi ildrep, that is certainly
not Joyous—but eventually yields the peaceable fruit of righteous-
ness.

LESSON #6: Gideon was successful in rejecting the leadership which

belonged to the Lord over his people, but he was not successful
in the religious realm.

LESSON #7: 1In this last act of building an_ephod, he undid everything

he d']d n 1n the 'F'ly\c+ Vot ot o dcst%g_-‘bh&eq‘i&a\“c of Baal and
fearing down the Asherah

LESSON #8: Gideon's immoral persenst—t4fe-dis_a revelation of his empty
religious 1ife. o

Gideon began well, ran well, but he didn't end well.
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