STUDIES IN THE LIVES OF GIDEON & SAMSON
STUDY NUMBER SEVEN - Judges 15:1-20

But after a while, in the time of wheat harvest, it came about that
Samson visited his wife with a young goat; and said, "I will go in
to my wife in her room." But her father did not let him enter.

And her father said, "I really thought that you hated her intensely;
so I gave her to your companion. Is not her younger sister more
beautiful than she? Please let her be yours instead."

Samson then said to them, "This time I shall be blameless in regard
to the Philistines when I do them harm."

And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and took torches,
and turned them tail to tail, and put one torch in the middle be-
tween two tails.

When he had set fire to the torches, he released the foxes into the
standing grain of the Philistines, thus burning up both the shocks
and the standing grain, along with the vineyards and groves.

Then the Philistines said, "Who did this?" And they said, "Samson,
the son-in-law of the Timnite, because he took his wife and gave

her to his companion." So the Philistines came up and burned her
and her father with fire.

And Samson said to them, "Since you act like this, I will surely
take revenge on you, but after that I will quit."

And he struck them ruthlessly with a great slaughter; and he went
down and lived in the cleft of the rock of Etam.

Then the Philistines went up and camped in Judah, and spread out in
Lehi.

And the men of Judah said, "Why have you come up against us?" And
they said, "We have come up to bind Samson in order to do to him as
he did to us."

Then 3,000 men of Judah went down to the cleft of the rock of Etam
and said to Samson, "Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers
over us? What then is this that you have done to us?" And he said
to them, "As they did to me, so I have done to them."

And they said to him, "We have come down to bind you so that we may
give you into the hands of the Philistines." And Samson said to them,
"Swear to me that you will not kill me."

So they said to him, "No, but we will bind you fast and give you
into their hands; yet surely we will not kill you." Then they bound
him with two new ropes and brought him up from the rock.

When he came to Lehi, the Philistines shouted as they met him. And
the Spirit of the Lord came upon him mightily so that the ropes that
were on his arms were as flax that is burned with fire, and his
bonds dropped from his hands.

And he found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, so he reached out and took
it and killed a thousand men with it.



v.16 Then Samson said,
"With the jawbone of a donkey,
Heaps upon heaps,
With the jawbone of a donkey
I have killed a thousand men."
v.17 And it came about when he had finished speaking, that he threw the
Jjawbone from his hand; and he named that place Ramath-lehi.
v.18 Then he became very thirsty, and he called to the Lord and said,
"Thou hast given this great deliverance by the hand of Thy servant,
and now shall I die of thirst and fall into the hands of the un-
circumcised?"
v.19 But God split the hollow place that is in Lehi so that water came
out of it. When he drank, his strength returned and he revived.
Therefore, he named it En-hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day. g
v.20 So he judged Israel twenty years in the days of the Philistines. 200§
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After all the dramatic events in_the preceding chapter, and the betrayal
BT his WiiTe to the Philistines because of their threat, in giving them
the answer to the riddle, Samson stomped off in a huff and slew 30 men

of the Philistines™and took their garnents to pay off his wager, an en
went back home_to Zorah. and had remained there ¥or some time.
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But her father did not let him enter.
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"But Samson's wife was given to his companion who had been his friend,"

v. 2 And her father said, "I really thought that you hated her intenselys.
our_companion. Is not her younger sister more
beautiful thapn she? Please let her be vours instead —

1son, he also has an explanation.

lthat_because Samson went away So
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A A ‘ TT them t“e meamng of ‘the riddle.
The father ition for Samson in saying: "Is not her
?6¥%‘75 P younger sister more beautiful than she? Please let her be yours instead."
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\E kco Samson is now ready to take matters_into his own hands. And he reminds
\\J\u )/ The father of the fact that when he does.take Nis revenge, he.shall be.
//,// blameless in_regard to the Philistines when he does them harm, because
' of what they have done to him. h

v. 4

v. 4 And Samson.went and caught three hundred foxes, and took torches,
( and_turped them tail to tail, and put one torch in the middle be-
tween two tails. .

The Hebrew word is now generally agreed to have included in its meaning,

not only foxes, but also jackals, an animal _rightly described as_some-

thing betfween the wolf aﬁé the Fox: and hence, sometimes termed by
ralists the wolf-fox. These animals which are very numerous in

amount_of two or three hupdred, differing in this respect from the fox,

which is not gregarious, and jis far more cupning. Like foxes, however,
They [1ve 1n holes which they form underground. They are particularly

prone to resort to ruined towns, not only because they there find numer-
ous secure retreats, ready-made, but because the same facilities attract

to such places other animals on whose dead bodies they prey.

r& Samson borr he local dogcatcher's equipment and cau QE_
( of these jackals and penned them up. He the ared 150 ches,
w 808 OUL-of-ood, and wrapped 1t in sSC erial_and soaked
tgﬁ)PANJ;i it in oil,
Lﬂd&L He then tied the torch with a large enough piece of rope so that it
could be attached to the tails of two jackals, who would run jn;g ;He

tields carrying this burning torch, to bring devastation and ruin to
much of the crops in and around the area of Timnah. _
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v. 5 Hh had _set fire to the torches, he released the foxes into
the standing grain of the Philistines, thus burning up both the
shocks and the standing grain, along with the vineyards and groves,

In this 1ittle project that Samson is involved in, he is able to set
fire to T50 31?Eerent fields of the Philistines, bringing about massive
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Qﬁn}?kﬂf another torch, and turn loosé another set to wreak devastation on that
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SN\ \ e the son-in-law of the Timnite, begguse he _took his wife and gave her
ey lo’kai to his _companion,. So the Philistines came up and burned her an
e and_her father with fire.
The Philistines found out at once that Samson_had done them this injury
S father-in- the Timnite had taken away his wife an given
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ouse down to the ground,

e_occupants within 1t. 1515 all acL 07 D
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The fire departments are all working with the brush fires out of control

in all parts of the city, and the arson squad has been called in to Seek
<0 Tind out who had done this. 1h i i 4

e reports come in that Samson 1is the
one wno did_i1t. The reason he did 1t was because the Timnite had taken

‘his wife and given her to his companion.

v. 7 And Samson said to_them, "Since vou act like this.( i hjll surely

\o take revenge on you, but after that L will quife.
,\f\E ~~The Philistines had threatened Samson's wife that if she did not obtain
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isclose her h burn her and hey_father's—

oM \\9 :%ouse w1tE fire. She, to save herse]f4gng_gnl_gg_hgr_gguninxmen*_bg
W ,(§n~‘ Trayed her husband. And now by S0 doinq, brought upon herself the very
doom which she so studiously sought to avoid. To 0 _escape sufferin

Dy sin _1s the surest way to bring 1t upon us. The fear of the wicked,
all come_upon




Samson now receives the report that the Philistines have taken the 1life
of his father-in-law and wife and burned up their home in retaliation for
his destruction of the grain fields, vineyards and olive groves. And
now he says, "I will surely take revenge on you, but after that 1 will

gty M
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ijﬁ@- down and lived in the cleft of the rock of Etam.
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Uegcf\* & Samson is here involved in a one-role play in that he is the only
ng‘ character involved in the déliverance of the nation Israel from the
3\3 AN Philistines. He, empowered by the Spirit of God, strikes them ruth-
YI#” ﬁén -~ lessly with a great slaughter. It does not say w nvorve
.\ ut after having taken out his revenge and fulfilled his
se anger, it says he went down and lived in the cleft of the rock of Etam.

This was evidently some place down to the south in the mountains of
Judah, and here he took refuge.
'__“

v. 9 Then the Philistines went up and carmped in

There is evidently quite a vast host here of this army, and they spread
out in this place called Lehi in Judah. It must have been some kind of
valley or flat place where they could all gather, similar to the

gathering of the Midianites and the Amalekites in the valley of Jezreel
in anticipation eir battle against Gideon an Srael.

And_the men of Judah said, "lWhy have you come up against us?" And

Lhﬁx_sa;d.__i&;iu;&g_ggmg_gD to bind Samson in order to do to him

out_from the Philistines why they are
n1y to d1sc0ver that

It is obvious from these statements that Samson is Tiving by the order
of the Philistines, and that is: As they did to me., so I have done to

them. And now the Philistines are wanting to do the same.
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When people live by the law of everyone doing that.which is right in
eyes, you have serious confrontations like this that we are
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Three thousand of the men of Judah organized themselves and go down to
have an argument with Samson. It is interesting what they say to him:
"Do you not know that the Philistines are rulers over us? What then
is this that you have done to us?"

know that the Philistines are ruling over us and
on 0 them?
a en 1s 1s that you have done to us?

When the men of Judah learned what was the object of this invasion on

the part of the Philistines, 3,000 of Lo the e Tl

S of the rock in Etam to bind Samson-and-to-deliver-hin up to the

G istines. |
———————

W ‘S Instead of recognizing in Samson a deliverer whom the Lord had raised

- up for them and crowding around him that they might smite their oppressors
wirthhTs help and drive them out of the land, the men of Judah were so
degraded that they cast this reproach at Samson.

v.12 And they said to him, "We have come down to bind vou so that we
may_give vou into the hands of the Philistines," And Samson saijd
o to them. —Swear to me that you will not Kill me..

da t to avoid any kind of conflict with the people
, and they are not willing to even consider
joing to use Samson to deliver them from
nes; and so they simply tell Samson that
he Philistines in this matter. And they
S0 that they can give hin info the hands

e

And Samson said to them, "Swear to me that you will not kill me."

Before he is willing to make a commitment to these men of Judah and
allow them to take him up to the camp of the Philistines in Judah, he
makes them promise that they'l11 not ki1l him in the process.

v.13 So_they said to him, "No, but we will bind vou fast and give vou
into their hands: vet surely we will not kill vou,” Then they
bound _him with two new ropes and brought him up from the rock,

After satisfy him of their i ons

at they will only bind him and give him into their hands and will not
“KTTT him, he then consented ir request. The d him with two

W ropes and brought him up from the rock, that is, in Etam, and too
0 the la repared to give him over To the PhiTistines.
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v.14 When | ame to Lehi, the Philistines shouted as they met hi
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opes that were on his arms were as fla i i

\AD When they came up to the camp of the Philistines they immediately
s shouted with a shout of joy and victory as they met him,

_4&,5 W Simultaneously with this, however, the Sgirit OE the LﬁrdT who had
é&o P Mﬁi’been stirri ithin Samson earlier, came upon him mightily and Tn-"
i i\ m with strenc - Wil S —
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e = &a.Zechariah 4:6 says: "Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit
saith the Lord."

0 the ea fe"said, "You shall receive power, after that

T1ant i Sa-

|, v dopthere: 0
p¢j e Spirit of God is come upon you."

_v.15 And he found a fresh jawbone of a donkey. so he reached out and
n

( < £ooK 1t and Kil thousand men with it.
N\
\\%ﬁifﬂk As soon as he was relieved of his bands, he seized upon a fresh jawbone
bcy%yﬁgyswﬁ of pes which he found there, and smote therewith a thousand men.
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tory by singinga
— . "With the jawbone of a donkey,
& Wgsﬂ\‘\E Heaps upon heaps,
'VQQ“ \ Al With the jawbone of a donkey
\go & (Asﬁgwﬁ\‘be' I have killed a thousand men."
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NN\ o v.17  And it came about when he had finished speaking. that he threw
X > \V ands_and_he named that place Ramath-lehi,




llhen Samson had finished speaking his Eoetrx celebrating the victory,
e J i S hand, and he gave the place a name that

nd him of what took place tThere.

This is the experience of many of the men in the Scriptures who named
places because of events that took place on that Tocation.

[T — . e e
v.18 Then he.became very thirsty, and
} . . g
\é?0\ X and_now sbgl|?5 die of thirst and fall dinto the hands of the __
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‘2, What a beautif er LT . As he becomes thirsty from exhaustion
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e are remi : id who we liath. that giant Philistine,
ent with just 5 rocks an i faced this. gianf wit
_ at the battle 1s the Lord's. And as a result, the.lo ave
( victory. S —
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" And so here, he had given victory to Samson. And then he has a question
P , that he asks of the lord: oW sna 1€ 0 1rst and fall Tnto the
o~ P 0 e uncircumcised?”

= Lyice fatbur— L g Sem — b meden’s

From this prayer we may see that Samson was fully conscious that he was
Qf\-‘q- fighting for the cause of the Lord, and the Lord helped him out of this
o¥
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As God had often provided water for His children in the wilderness, so
now He provides water for Samson. The record says, When he drank of

this water that had been provided, his strength returned and he revived.
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he fountain En-hakkore, 'the crier's well', which is -

V. 20 Sg he Jjudged Israel twenty vears in_the days of the Philistines,

In so many of the other passages, we see the judges judging, but judging
Israel, in strength and power over their enemies. But in this situation,

Samson 1s judging Israel for 20 years, but 1t is in the days of the
QSQ/ PAiTistines. 1hey are still very much a force and a people to contend
uring the 20 years after this slaughter that takes place, samson

NCAN WIth. Duri
Cﬁ}ﬁg 1s 100 gspect_and admiration. And no
obTems seem to arise that would be necessary to satisfy our continuing

“CUri1osSi1ty abouT TAETTTE OT Samson.

CONCLUSION:
i There are a nymber of Tessons that we can learn from th part1cu1 P study
/(u@lﬁ] #m dfl ML{W ﬁ \m%” _,,
A LESSON #1: The Lord restra1ned Samson from consummating the re]at1onsh1p . B

0

with the PHilistine girl by the actions of the father. Klhgnanl

wlH

Y\G}VL _~" ¥LESSON #2: Samson tries by himself liberate the nation Israel from
T the thmmm—cmm
gd”woz;hbvﬂ ‘have mustered an army and received instructions from the Lord as_
siﬁﬂy To how this liberation should take place.
blk%f'LESSON #3: The 1mmora11ty and degradation of the men of Judah is seen in
4u~xﬁd' b ;gg_g§§§:zﬂn;. "D you NOt_Know that the PHilistines are rulers
OVEr Us?

e o Pea! YeSPeOA For Sawmsern .
L
////////;;LESSON #4:  The Sp1r1t of the Lord is the One who provides the power for

the v1Ctor

LESSON #5: The Lord not only provides strength for the battle, but water
tﬁ"'g W for the physical needs.

LESSON #6: Samson judges Israel for 20 years, but it is not in freedom;
" for it is in the days of the Philistines.
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