A Practical Study of REVELATION:
Bible Prophecy
“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Ten — The Seal Judgments — Revelation
6:1-17

Bill Hybels in his book Who You are When No One’s Looking
gave this account:

(Who You Are When No One’s Looking: Choosing Consistency,

Resisting Compromise by Bill Hybels)

At the beginning of every semester, professors say, “On
such-and-such a date, your term paper will be due.” But it 1s
easy to get sidetracked with different activities, and when the
due date is tomorrow, you suddenly realize that your paper is
not ready. You go to the teacher’s office and say, “Prof, you
wouldn’t believe what happened to me. My Aunt Ethel took 1ill;
the library lost the one reference book I most needed and the
dog ate the final draft of my paper right after I pulled it out of
the typewriter.” You say anything but the truth, hoping the
professor will be merciful and give you a break.

Probably very few of you ever walked into the professor’s
office and said, “You made an assignment several months ago.
It was fair, and I understood it clearly. Unfortunately, I
played too many hands of cards and too much racquetball. I
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neglected to do what I should have done. I was undisciplined,
and I procrastinated. Now I don’t have the assignment done. I
make no excuses; it was my fault. Do whatever you think is
right.” Why don’t people operate that way? Because it is
painful to own up to the truth about our behavior. It takes
courage.

When I talk with people about Christianity, I tell them,
“You've got to repent before a holy God. You have to tell him
the truth about yourself—that you've lied, you’ve hurt people,
you've cheated; you've been greedy, dishonest, unfaithful to
your spouse, self-centered.” When I say that, I see terror in
their eyes. They do not want to be that open and vulnerable.
They shift in their seats. They look at their watches and
wonder how to get out of such confrontation.
pp. 15-16

There 1s a passage of scripture in the Gospel of Matthew in
the middle of the Sermon on the Mount where Jesus warns us
that:

Many are going to say in that day, “Lord, Lord, we have done
many wonderful things.” And I'll say, “Depart from Me, I
never knew you.” (see Matthew 7:22)

“You never follow the instructions. You never came into
relationship with Me. You fogged the issue by all of your good
works and the things you were trying to do and to perform to
gain acceptance in the presence of God.”

When we look at the dire consequences of rejection of Jesus
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Christ in these passages, it certainly causes us to be aware of
the fact that He knows our hearts and He also expects from us
that we're going to be responding in a proper way to the
provision He’s made through His Son.

Now there were EIGHT THINGS we looked at in chapters 4
and 5:

1. We saw the THRONE—and the Father sitting on the
throne.

2. We saw the TRINITY—we saw the rainbow around the
throne.

3. We saw the FOUR LIVING CREATURES—the cherubim
or seraphim.

4. We saw the TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS—representing the
church triumphant.

5. We saw the SEVEN-SEALED BOOK that nobody could

open.

6. Then we heard that the LION of the tribe of Judah,

7. The LAMB that was slain, standing in the midst was one
who was worthy to open the seven-sealed book.

8. And then we had the GLORIOUS ANGELIC DOXOLOGY
that concluded the time of study together.
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Now as we prepare in chapter 6, we need to remember the
church is no longer here. When we use the term CHURCH, we

mean all believers. We’ve been taken home to be with the
Lord.

And what 1s happening in chapter 6 is the beginning of a
period of great JUDGMENT. This period starts in chapter 6
and 1t goes all the way down to chapter 19.

There are some fantastic things happening worldwide that
relate to a lot of the things we’re going to look at.

(Genesis 6:5-7

Then the Lord God saw that man’s wickedness on the earth
had become very great, and the inclination of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil all the time. The Lord was grieved that
He had made man and His heart was filled with pain. So the
Lord said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from
the face of the earth...”

Of course the result of that was the universal flood.

1 Chronicles 12:32

men of Issachar, who understood the times and they knew
what Israel should do...

Why do we, every time we look at prophecy, begin to become
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aware of the fact that we're getting close. There are a lot of
things that lead us to believe that we are living on the brink of
the fulfillment of many of these things.

First of all, Israel has been a state now since 1948. They are
an entity. The existence of the United Nations is certainly
another factor. The move toward worldwide economy in so
many ways makes us aware of the fact that we now are
becoming very interdependent upon everybody else.

The o1l issue in the Persian Gulf is not dead. It will continue
to be a major factor in the wrap-up of all of these things. And
then another very interesting thing that’s happened is when
we come to the battle of Armageddon in Revelation 19, Israel’s
going to be all by themselves.

Noticed the increasing isolation of Israel? It’s almost like
Israel doesn’t have any friends. All the nations around the
world seem to be siding up with the Arab states, and poor
Israel is sitting there like a little island in a massive sea of
humanity and nobody likes Israel.

And more and more Israel is becoming isolated and they're
alone on the shores of the Mediterranean Sea. And it all leads
up to what we're looking for in these events that are going to
happen.

Of course the thing that probably makes us even more aware
that we’re getting close 1s the moral degeneration of the
United States—the loss of integrity, the loss of character.
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And then the worship of Satan. And then the whole New Age
movement makes us aware that there are some horrendous
things that are happening worldwide that lead us to this.

Now before we can go further in our study, we need to set the
stage for this by looking in on two other passages of scripture
for a minute.

We're going to go back and talk to Daniel for a minute and
we're going to stop off and see the Lord, just before we come to
Revelation 6.

Now back in Daniel chapter 9 we read these verses:

Daniel 9:24-27

“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your
holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, and to
atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to
seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy.

“Know and understand this: From the issuing of the
decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed
One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,” and sixty-
two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in
times of trouble. After the sixty-two ‘sevens,” the Anointed One
will be cut off and will have nothing...

Alright, here’s Daniel. He’s living during the time of the
captivity and Daniel’s concerned about what’s going to happen
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to Israel. And the Lord says there’s going to be decreed upon
Israel seventy “sevens.” We take 70 times 7, we come up with
490 years. Now he takes those 490 years—those seventy
“sevens”—and he divides them into three parts.

1. First of all, there are SEVEN “SEVENS.”
2.  Then there’s SIXTY-TWO “SEVENS.”
So we have 69, right?

3. So that leaves us ONE “SEVEN” left over here.

Now there are some very definite parameters on those first
two periods of time.

1. The first SEVEN “SEVENS”—or 49 years—is going to
start with the edict to rebuild and restore Jerusalem. We can
date that and we go 49 years down the way to the completion
of that and the people coming back to the land—that’s 49
years.

2. Now add SIXTY-TWO more weeks of years—or 434 more
years—and Messiah will be cut off. That means Christ 1s
going to be crucified.

And when we add 434 years to 49, we come up with 483, and
according to Sir Robert Anderson in his book The Coming
Prince, that runs out during the Passion Week of Christ when
He dies on Calvary’s Cross. (source unknown)
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That’s how meticulous the detail 1s in the prophetic scripture

as to those SIXTY-NINE WEEKS OF YEARS.

Alright, what happened when Christ died on the Cross? Israel
rejected their Messiah. Israel rejected their King.

God 1in His program, at that point, let blindness happen to
Israel, He set aside the promises of the Kingdom, and on the
day of Pentecost He provided an opportunity for anybody in
the whole wide world to come into relationship with Him
through the death of His Son on Calvary’s Cross. That’s the
wisdom of God.

And if we have come to know Jesus Christ in a personal way,
we are a part of that gigantic body that began on Pentecost.
That body ends on the day of the Rapture when they’re caught
home. And we're already home.

So the church 1s out of here. So what 1s left?

3. ONE WEEK OF YEARS—it’s seven years that we're
going to be talking about.

Revelation 6-19 talks about those seven years that we're
getting ready to look at.

Now the other passage that we want to stop at for just a

second 1s found in Matthew 24. In Matthew 24 it is probably

Wednesday. Jesus is going to be dead on Friday. Sunday they
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really welcomed Him into the city. They threw out the palm
branches and “Hosanna the King is coming!” But there was
some pretty negative journalism and some pretty negative
reports during Monday and Tuesday and the disciples are
scared to death because He has already said that He was
coming up to Jerusalem to die.

And so they’re on the Mount of Olives. They ask Him, “What
are the signs of Your coming?” And on that Wednesday
morning, or afternoon—whenever it was—He began to give
them the signs of His coming.

Listen to Jesus speak now as He tells us what it’s going to be
like when He comes, and then tie it into what we’re going to
look at as to what John saw on the Island of Patmos.

1. WAR,
2. FAMINE,
3. DEATH,

4. MARTYRDOM,

5. the SUN is going to be DARKENED, the MOON 1is going
to be DARKENED, and STARS are going FALL, and

6. 1t’s going to be a time of DIVINE JUDGMENT.

That’s enough. Those are the things that summarize what
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Jesus said was going to be happening when He came again to
set up His Kingdom.

Now see what we've done? We've gone to Daniel 9—500 years
before Christ—and shown what the Lord said to Daniel the

prophet. We've come to Jesus and He told us what was going
to happen as signs of His coming. Now we're going to go with

John to the Isle of Patmos and we're going to talk about this
TRIBULATION PERIOD.

Now, before we go further, let’s get up from the text for a
second and take a quick overview. What will happen during
these seven years, as far as an overview 1s concerned? How
can we tell, for instance, where we are i1n the period and how
do we see chronologically these seven years?

Are we going to be in the first year? Are we going to be in the
seventh year? Or where are we in chronological orientation?

We always have chronological advancement during the seven
years, when?

1. We have the breaking of a SEAL,

2. the blowing of a TRUMPET, or

3. the pouring out of a BOWL.

When we have one of those three things happening, we're

making progress through the period. Anything else in
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Revelation 6-19 has only added color and background that we
need to understand what’s going on in the period. Okay?

So, there are going to be THREE SERIES OF JUDGMENTS.
There are going to be:

SEVEN SEALS,
SEVEN TRUMPETS,

SEVEN BOWL JUDGMENTS.

When something happens to one of those, we’re making
progress through the period. So we’re starting with the

SEVEN YEAR PERIOD as the Lamb comes forward to take
the book and to break six of those seven seals.

Now in our next study we have the SEALS in chapter 6. We're
going to get some color—some background. We need to know
some things that are going on. Chapter 7 is a fabulous chapter
to study.

In chapters 8 and 9 we're going to blow some TRUMPETS—
we're going to make some advancement.

From chapters 10-15 we're going to have a lot more color.

We're going to see the TWO WITNESSES. We're going to

discover about this WORLD LEADER. We need to understand

the FALSE PROPHET. We need to know some of the things

that are going on in the period of the world leadership and its
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relationship to Israel. And we’ll see all of that.

Then when we get to chapter 16, we start pouring out the
BOWLS. And they just go very rapidly.

In chapters 17 and 18 we're going to see the POLITICAL
SITUATION.

In chapter 19 heaven is going to open and JESUS i1s going to
COME BACK to set up His Kingdom.

And so that’s kind of an overview so we have an idea of where
we're going in these chapters and how we can orient ourselves
chronologically with these various judgments that are going tc
take place.

Now with all of that, let’s get on to verse 1 and talk about this
period.

v. 1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven
seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures
saying as with a voice of thunder: “Be coming.”

“And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and
I heard one of the four living creatures saying as with a voice
of thunder: ‘Be coming.”

Now remember these “four living creatures”? These angelic

beings—one looked like a lion, one looked like a calf, one

looked like a man, and one looked like an eagle. These four
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“creatures” are each going to be involved in inviting John to
come and see what happens when the seal breaks. So each one
of the four are going to take their turn here and we’re going to
see very similar things in the production of these particular
happenings.

Here comes the “Lamb”! He’s worthy! He has been slain, and
by the shedding of His blood, He has purchased with His blood
all mankind.

Now He comes forth and with the breaking of the first seal we

start this period. Now this period that we’re starting is called
at least four different things:

1. It’s called DANIEL’S SEVENTIETH WEEK.
2. It’s called the TRIBULATION PERIOD.
3. It’s called the TIME OF JACOB’S TROUBLE—Israel.

4. And it’s also called the DAY OF THE LORD.

Those terms all refer to the seven year period that we now
begin with the first angelic being coming forth and telling
John:

“Be coming.”
v. 2 And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and He who is

sitting upon it is having a bow; and a crown was
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given to him; and He came forth conquering and in
order to conquer.

“And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and He who 1is sitting
upon it 1s having a bow; and a crown was given to him; and He
came forth conquering and in order to conquer.”

Alright, what we’re going to have in these first four seals is
four different colored horses and the first one is a “white
horse.”

Now we all know that good guys ride on white horses, right?
And good guys wear white hats. That’s kind of the feeling we

have.

Satan 1s a great counterfeiter. We read in 2 Corinthians 11
that:

2 Corinthians 11:13

[these] false apostles, these deceitful workers, transform
themselves as angels of light...

And so it’s altogether fitting that when the Tribulation opens,
we have somebody riding on a “white horse” and when it ends
in Revelation 19 we have somebody else riding on a “white
horse” and His name 1s King of kings and Lord of lords—so we
don’t get them mixed up. This one 1s the WORLD LEADER.
Here comes the WORLD DICTATOR. This is the “little horn”
in Daniel 7. This is the man of sin. This 1s Satan’s
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masterpiece.

He is coming with a “bow” without any arrow. He’s coming on
the plank of peaceful diplomacy.

First Thessalonians warns us:

1 Thessalonians 5:3

“While people are saying peace and safety, destruction will
come on them suddenly as birth pains on a pregnant woman,
and they will not escape.”

So here he comes. He has a “bow” but no arrows. He has a
“crown” and it’s not a diadem—the crown of a king—it’s a
stephanos. It’s a “crown” that he has been able to acquire for
himself. Like we talked about the stephanos 1s the prize we
receive for competition in the games and winning and
achieving as a result of it. So here comes this world leader.

He comes forth to CONQUER. And Matthew 24 says:

Matthew 24:5

“For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’
and will mislead many.

He has a BLOODLESS VICTORY here. He has to be a

genius—politically. He has to be a strategist financially. He

has to be an economic genius and he has to be able to say all
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the right things so people will buy it. And he’s really a cool
customer.

The time 1s right—that’s all we're saying. People are really
tired of war. People are tired of not being free. And so we're
coming to a place where there 1s this united massive
movement of humanity toward something peaceful. And this
world leader 1s going to come on a plank of nuclear
disarmament, and with diplomacy and all of that. He’s going
to accomplish his purpose. Now let’s get on with it.

v. 3 And when He opened the second seal, I heard the
second living creature saying: “Be coming.”

“And when He opened the second seal, I heard the second
living creature saying: ‘Be coming.”

)

The “second creature” steps forward now and he says “Come.’

v. 4 And there came forth another horse, a fiery red
one; and to the one who is sitting upon it, it was
granted to take the peace from the earth, and that
they (men) should slay one another; and a great
sword was given to him.

“And there came forth another horse, a fiery red one; and to
the one who 1s sitting upon it, it was granted to take the peace
from the earth, and that they (men) should slay one another;
and a great sword was given to him.”
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This first leader has come on a peaceful plank because they've
had peace and safety and security for a period of time. Now

the second seal 1s broken and we have a red horse instead of a
white one—RED always speaks of BLOODSHED.

And 1t’s obvious that THREE THINGS have happened there:
1. They’re going “to take peace from the earth,”

2.  “they (men) should slay one another;”

3. “a great sword was given to him.”

In that Matthew 24 message He said:

Matthew 24:6

“There will be wars and rumors of wars; and see not that
you're frightened, for these things must take place, before the
end comes.

So there are going to be these disruptions. There are going to
be these breakings out of war in various places upon the
earth.

And it says:

“a great sword was given to him.”

When we think of “a great sword” we think of one big enough
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to really wipe everybody out. When we think of a big “sword,”
we think of nuclear warfare. The potential today to wipe out
mankind 1is incredible.

Churchill, just as he got ready to die, said:

“I have lived long enough to see that man has within his
hands the ability to exterminate himself.”
(source unknown)

And John Fitzgerald Kennedy said:

“Nuclear arms 1s like a sword of Damocles hanging over us.”
(source unknown)

The overkill 1s incredible. We can drop a 3 megaton bomb on
Hiroshima and kill 250,000 people and now scientists can
make a 100 megaton bomb. Know what that would do? If they
dropped the same bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima on a
different city every day for thirteen years we would get the
potential. It’s incredible what they’re able to do.

The thing that makes it so horrendously dangerous is a
miscalculation. It’s a mistake. It’s somebody deciding that he’s
had enough and he’s in a position to be able to pull the strings
to make 1t happen! And the rest of mankind pays the price as
a result of his mistake.

Nikita Krushchev said it well:
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“So what do if three-fourths of the world’s population is wiped
out as long as the other one-fourth is communist.”
(source unknown)

It was Senator Mark Hatfield who said:

“Right now there is an equal to 15 tons of TNT for every single
human being that’s living on the face of the earth.”
(source unknown)

If we want a picture of the “great sword” that’s in the hands of
those who can indeed afflict great, great devastating damage
to humanity.

v. 5 And when He opened the third seal, I heard the
third living creature saying: “Be coming.” And I
saw, and behold, a black horse; and the one who is
sitting upon it is having a pair of scales in his hand.

“And when He opened the third seal, I heard the third living
creature saying: ‘Be coming.” And I saw, and behold, a black
horse; and the one who is sitting upon it is having a pair of
scales in his hand.”

What most of the time accompanies war? We usually have
famine, don’t we? We usually have shortages.

Now this is going to be a sad time of famine that’s going to be

described here. We have a “black horse.” We find that many,

many times in the scripture. God uses famine and economic
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collapse as a means of judgment upon God’s people.
There’s a verse in Lamentations 4 that describe it graphically:

Lamentations 4:8, 9

Now they are blacker than soot;

they are not recognized in the streets.
Their skin has shriveled on their bones;
1t has become dry as a stick.

Those killed by the sword are better off
than those who die of famine;

racked with hunger, they waste away
for lack of food from the field.

There’s a sad picture in 2 Kings 6 as Israel is surrounded by
Ben-Hadad and the entire army as they lay siege to the city.
And these two women are feuding on the wall and the king of
Israel asks them what’s the matter and one woman says, “We
ate my son yesterday and we’re supposed to eat her son today
and she’s hidden him. Do something about the situation.” (see

2 Kings 6:24-29)

We see things like that and we just can’t believe that
something like that would happen. What about Elijjah the
prophet? He told Ahab and Jezebel, “Look, it’s not going to
rain for three and a half years.” He went down to the Brook
Chereth, God provided for him there. Then he went over to the
widow Zarephath and spent the rest of the three and half
years over there. And there were horrendous complications
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involved in what took place at that time of judgment with
economic collapse. (see 1 Kings 17:1-7)

And we can see how bad it 1s 1n verse 6.

v. 6 And I heard as it were a voice in the midst of the
four living creatures saying: “A quart of wheat for a
denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius;
and do not damage the oil and the wine.”

“And I heard as it were a voice in the midst of the four living
creatures saying: ‘A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three
quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not damage the oil and
the wine.”

Now what happens here is that a “denarius” is a usual day’s
pay. And with that day’s pay, under normal conditions, they
could get eight quarts of wheat and twenty-four quarters of
barley. But now, with inflation and war and famine, they can
get one “quarter of wheat” or “three quarts of barley.” That’s
all! That’s hardly enough to survive, let alone take care of a
family.

And it says, “don’t damage the oil and wine.” Those are the
luxury items and they mock them because they can’t have
those things because they don’t have the wherewithal to buy
those things.

Financial security is not financial security if we can’t buy
anything with it. Remember Jacob? He had all the money he
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could want but he had 70 starving mouths in the land of
Canaan in the midst of a famine. He has to send his men with
his sons and money down to Egypt to buy some grain that had
been stored in order that they might continue to survive
during this economic collapse. Money really is not very
significant if we can’t buy anything with it.

Years ago The Wall Street Journal projected that the year
2026 1s the year that we’ll no longer be able to sustain the
supply and demand with regard to food. They say by the year
2900 there will be 60 billion people on the earth. That’s 100
people for every square yard. That just gives us an idea of the
direction we’re going as far as food supply and population is
concerned. So this is real. It can happen. We've already seen it
happen in some countries around the world that are so
poverty-stricken, and many of them starve today simply
because they don’t have enough food to eat.

Now how do we sort the real from the unreal and
compassionately help somebody who 1s in a need? We see 1t all
around us. Things are beginning to happen, and some of those
things are going to be real one of these days and there are
going to be people who will be begging to work in order that
they might have enough food to eat.

v. 7 And when He opened the fourth seal, I heard the
voice of the fourth living creature saying: “Be
coming.”

“And when He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the
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fourth living creature saying: ‘Be coming.”

Now we've had a white horse and a red horse and a black
horse, and we get a horse now here that’s the color of a corpse.

v. 8 And I saw, and behold, a pale horse, and the one
who is sitting upon it had the name “Death”; and
Hades was following with him. And authority was
given to them over one-fourth of the earth, to kill
with the sword and with famine and with fatal
illness and by the wild beasts of the earth.

“And I saw, and behold, a pale horse, and the one who 1s
sitting upon i1t had the name ‘Death’; and Hades was following
with him. And authority was given to them over one-fourth of
the earth, to kill with the sword and with famine and with
fatal illness and by the wild beasts of the earth.”

Alright, why do we have “Death” and then “Hades...following
with him”?

“Death” takes the MATERIAL part of man. “Hades” takes the
IMMATERIAL. We're going to live after we die. We're going to
be confronted with our life, with our relationship to God and
life will go on, and so both of them are mentioned here.

Now what happens?
“authority was given to them over one-fourth of the earth, to

kill with the sword,” then “with famine,” “with fatal 1llness
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and by the wild beasts of the earth.”

Now “beasts” projected out there are 4 billion people on the
earth. We know that one-fourth of that is a billion people. And
we think that’s an awful lot of fatalities, but we've got to take
the church out of here first. And there is going to be a massive
exodus when the Rapture takes place if all of those who know
Jesus Christ are taken out of here. So we don’t know exactly
how many fatalities there are going to be. As a result, one-
fourth of the existing world population is going to die under
this fourth seal judgment.

Why they are called “the wild beasts of the earth” we don’t
know. That could be the kingdoms of the earth that cause
that. It could be that “the wild beasts of the earth” are going té
become the “wild beasts of the earth” and they’re going to be
able to take the lives of a lot of mankind.

Now when we look at those four seals, and we look at those
four horsemen we can almost hear the Lord saying, “Saddle
up and ride boys. It’s time to go.” Every one of those things
can happen right now without any great falderal. We are in a
climate and in an environment for those four things to
actually take place.

v. 9 And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the
altar the souls of those who had been slain because
of the word of God, and because of the testimony
which they were maintaining;
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“And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the
souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God,
and because of the testimony which they were maintaining;”

Now here we have a massive picture of people who have been
martyred for the cause of Christ. There are TWO THINGS
that have been involved in their martyrdom:

1. “the word of God” and

2. their witness.

Those two things. They’ve stood for “the word of God” and
their witness for Christ has caused them to die.

Now first of all, we want to know who those people are. We
take it that as soon as the Rapture takes place, there 1s going
to be a massive turning to Christ. There are going to be more
people who come to Christ after the Rapture of the church
than probably at any other time in church history.

Fantastic! Individuals coming to Christ—why? Well they’re

going to read our books and listen to our messages, read our
Bibles. They're going to try to explain all of this and they're

going to come to valid conclusions that it’s real! And they're

going to come to know Christ.

Now what happens when we come to know Christ during this
period? We have a very unsympathetic world dictator and we
have a false prophet that’s perpetrating New Age theology.
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That 1sn’t going to be very popular with somebody who is a
Bible-believing individual who’s standing up and saying, “You
better come to know Jesus or you're going to experience
eternal judgment.” The result of that unpopular stance is
going to mean those people are going to die.

Remember Daniel? Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den
because he prayed three times a day when the king said don’t
pray. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego got thrown into the
fiery furnace for the same thing. That’s exactly what’s going ta
happen.

For those who say they are going to wait to come to know
Christ until the Tribulation period, friend, they can plan on
martyrdom. It’s going to be just part of it. It’s the ticket that
goes with it. They're going to die as a result “of the word of
God” and our witness for Him.

Matthew 10:28 says:

Matthew 10:28

“Don’t fear them which kill the body, but rather fear Him who
1s able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

And these are going to die for the cause of Christ.

We're reminded of the letter to the church of Pergamos. We

talked about “Antipas, My witness,” who was faithful and

“who was killed among you,” there in the city of Pergamos.
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(see Revelation 2:13)

Now, let’s take a little look at what happens here when this
seal 1s broken and as these people begin to speak.

v. 10 and they cried out with a great voice, saying,
“How long, O Lord, holy and true, are You
refraining from judging and avenging our blood
from those who are dwelling upon the earth?”

“and they cried out with a great voice, saying, ‘How long, O
Lord, holy and true, are You refraining from judging and
avenging our blood from those who are dwelling on the
earth?”

Now there’s TWO QUESTIONS in the passage. This question
1s from the RIGHTEOUS DEAD. At the end of the passage
we're going to hear a question from the UNRIGHTEOUS
LIVING. And these two questions are very, very different.

The question of the RIGHTEOUS DEAD is:

“How long, O Lord, (faithful or) holy and true, are You
refraining from judging and avenging our blood?”

What’s exciting about that question? The thing that’s the most
exciting about that question is they’'ve not lost their confidence
in the Lord. They still call Him “holy and true” even though
they've died a martyr’s death.
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We somehow have the weirdest theology today. We've got the
1dea that if a person dies that is a tragedy. The Father got off
the throne and He let that one slip by Him. And all of our
prayers were to no avail simply because we had a horrible
tragedy—somebody died.

Here we get another view of it from the Father’s perspective.
He’s sitting on the throne and people are dying, but He’s
rejoicing—they’re home with Him.

We have such a weird orientation. It’s almost like we have
bought the whole line of this health-wealth-prosperity Gospel,
that we're going to live happily ever after, and we're never
going to suffer.

God doesn’t promise that! And out of our suffering and out of
the difficulties in our lives, God wants us to develop Christlike
character. And His perspective of physical death and
martyrdom can be fit into His purpose! Ask Him! He let His
own Son be crucified, and out of that crucifixion, He bought
the redemption of mankind. He purchased with the blood of
His Son all of this, and satisfied His whole just requirements
that we could have eternity with Him.

Let’s get the right picture. Let’s be ready to suffer without
getting mad at God or thinking that He’s no longer on the
throne, and He’s no longer controlling our lives, and seeing
that suffering is just a part of it. And they’re asking the
question, “How long?”
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And naturally we ask those kinds of questions when we'’re in
the midst of difficulty. How does the Lord answer that
question? Look at the next verse.

v. 11 And there was given to each one of them a white
robe; and they were told that they should rest
(wait) for a little while longer, until the number of
their fellow-servants and their brothers who were
to be killed even as they also had been, should be
completed also.

“And there was given to each one of them a white robe; and
they were told that they should rest (or wait) for a little while
longer, until the number of their fellow-servants and their
brothers who were to be killed even as they also had been,
should be completed also.”

We think sometimes with the death of individuals, that God’s
sitting on the throne saying, “Oh! I don’t know what’s going to
happen to this one.” And here’s God saying, “Look, you're
interrupting My purpose and the process involved and a lot
more people getting up here, if you're going to hurry this
thing.”

In other words, “Here’s your white robe. I've got everything
under control. You are redeemed. Everything’s fine. You're
going to be acceptable here. Everything’s okay. But wait a
little longer!”

Psalm 27:14
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Wait on the Lord;

be of good courage

and He shall strengthen your heart,
wait I say on the Lord.

Some of us are trying to make very important decisions in our
life, and maybe we’re rushing it. Maybe we’re hurrying it,
maybe we're trying to make things happen by manipulating
and working around. Listen, back off! Give God space to lead
and to direct. Because when we’re most eager to act, we're
going to make the most pitiful mistakes.

He says “wait!” Ever stop to think that maybe where we are
right now and the circumstances we’re in right at this time 1s
the greatest circumstance we can be in to win people to Christ
because of where we are? And we're asking God to change our
circumstances and extricate us out of some painful things that
God 1s actually using to touch the lives of others around us
and we're not even aware of this eternal purpose.

These people are praying and asking God how long and God’s
saying it isn’t time yet. Wait a little longer. Some more people
are going to die for their faith and they’re going to be here to
share glory too. “You're just a little bit ahead of My time
schedule so please wait a little longer—rest a little while.”

Spurgeon said it well:

(A Nail in a Sure Place by Margaret Jensen)
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God writes with a pen that never blots,
[He] Speaks with a tongue that never slips,
[And He] Acts with a hand that never fails.
p. 135

Listen to this:

(Help Lord My Whole Life Hurts by Carole Mayhall)

I have observed that God sometimes deems it necessary tc
remove from me the external signs of His blessing in order
that the pressure of darkness might prompt me to a new level
of trust in Him. In God’s reckoning, to descend is the path to
ascent, to suffer is to find freedom from suffering, to taste
darkness is to approach eternal light, to become weak is to
become strong.

pp. 96-97

That’s saying that suffering is indeed a vital part of everyone’s
life.

Corrie ten Boom said it well:

(Secrets of Stayving Power: Overcoming the Discouragements
of Ministry by Kevin A. Miller)

“Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.”
p. 194
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Just don’t ever get God off of the throne. Know that He’s there
and He’s sovereignly allowing what’s going on in our life and
we can trust Him. He’s going to lead us all the way.

Pain and sorrow will be transformed when we recognize that
pain has a purpose.

Tim Stafford in his book Knowing the Face of God says it’s like
going into the hospital and hearing these horrible moans and
these cries and we go into this ward and here are these women
laying there with stomachs like beach balls. Their skin is taut
and they’re in great pain. But there’s great joy in that ward
because that’s the maternity ward! And something’s going to
happen. There’s going to be birth of something pretty precious
out of that!

That’s the concept of biblical suffering. God 1s going to give
birth to something precious through what has been entrusted
to us in our suffering. Many are going to be born again for the
dear saints waiting while others are going to come into His
family. It’s just a question of our orientation, where we're
looking, and how we’re expecting God to work.

“until the number of their fellow-servants and their brothers
who were to be killed even as they also had been, should be
completed also.”

We get the 1dea sometimes today in the way some of these
people preach and taught that when Jesus said, “Father, if it
be possible let this cup pass from Me,” that the Father

32



repented and said, “Well, I don’t think I'll do that. I want You
to live happily ever after so I'll take away the cup.” That’s
blasphemy. The cup was given. He had to take the cup. He
had to die on the Cross. Redemption hung in the balances. He
said, “Nevertheless, not My will but Yours be done.” (ref. Luke
22:42)

Now let’s look at the SIXTH SEAL for just a minute here.

v. 12 And I saw when He opened the sixth seal, and
there was a great earthquake; and the sun became
black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole
moon became like blood;

“And I saw when He opened the sixth seal, and there was a
great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth
made of hair, and the whole moon became like blood;”
Alright, there are going to be some stellar happenings here.
The heavens are going to be affected by the opening of the
“sixth seal.”

1. There've been millions who have died from earthquakes.

2. Secondly, the sun 1s going to become “black as sackcloth.”
There’s going to be an eclipse of the sun.

3. The moon 1s going to become “like blood.” It’s going to get
a drab, red color.
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v. 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig
tree is casting its unripe figs when it is being
shaken by a great (strong) wind.

“and the stars of the sky are going to fall to the earth, as a fig
tree 1s casting its unripe figs when it is being shaken by a
ogreat (and strong) wind.”

They tell us that there has been a meteor that’s fallen upon
the earth that weighs 132,000 pounds. We can go to Arizona to
that place where we can see that crater that was created by
that one meteor that fell. There’s a hole 4,150 feet wide and
1t’s about 500 and something feet deep—to give us an idea.
Can we imagine raining meteors on the earth under the sixth
seal?

The stars are going to fall and those things are going to
happen.

v. 14 And the sky was split like a scroll when it is rolled
up; and every mountain and island were moved out
of their places.

“And the sky was split like a scroll”— that’s so everybody can
see the throne for a split second—*and when 1t was rolled up;
and every mountain and island were moved out of their
places.”

Maybe the earthquake has something to do with that
catastrophic involvement.
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Now let’s wrap it all up by seeing the response of mankind to
these six seals.

v. 15 And the kings of the earth and the great men and
the generals and the rich and the strong and every
slave and free man, hid themselves in the caves and
in the rocks of the mountains;

“And the kings of the earth and the great men and the
generals and the rich and the strong and every slave and free
man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the
mountains;”’

v. 16 and they are saying to the mountains and to the
rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the presence
(face) of Him who is sitting upon the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb;

“and they are saying to the mountains and to the rocks, ‘Fall
on us and hide us from the presence (or the face) of Him who

1s sitting upon the throne,”—that’s the Father—“and from
the”—WHAT?—“the wrath of the Lamb;”

Isn’t that an unusual and scary kind of a term? We think of
the grace and the love of the Lamb. We think of the Lord
Jesus. He cares so much. He’s reaching out. In that picture in
Revelation 3, He was knocking at our doors wanting to come
into our lives and have a relationship with us. Now we see
“the wrath of the Lamb.”
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v. 17 for the great day of their wrath has come; and wha
is able to stand?”

“for the great day of their wrath has come;”

And what’s that last question asked by these unrighteous
living?

“who 1s able to stand?”

And the answer to that one 1s NOBODY.

If we fight God, we fight a losing battle. No one is going to be
able to stand.

Now what do those six seals do to us? They make us realize
that—as far as our world economy 1s concerned, as far as the
whole framework of where we’re living right now in our
civilization—all six of these things could easily happen. And
that’s exactly where we need to be living. We need to be aware
that we need to be looking out “for the day of our redemption
draweth nigh.”

There 1s nothing that we have to worry about. There’s nothing
we have to explain. These things can potentially happen as
the literal fulfillment of every one of these things. Jesus
Christ could come today.

And that is the first thing that happens before a seal is
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broken. And we don’t have to go through this. Now we cannot
make a decision, we can be convinced that everything is
alright. And we don’t have to go before the professor and we
can make our excuses, but the day is coming when we’re going
to be held accountable for what we did with Jesus Christ.

Now these are the lessons that we got out of the study.
Lesson #1: The world is ready for a world government.

The world 1s ready for a world government and the rider on
the white horse meets that need.

Lesson #2: There are going to be wars clear through to the
end.

Lesson #3: Inflation and famine are going to increase.

Lesson #4: One-fourth of the residents of the earth are going
to die during the early part of this period.

Lesson #5: There are many who are going to come to faith in
the Lord Jesus during this period and are going to be
martyred for their faith.

Lesson #6: The cry of the martyrs 1s, “How long, O Lord?” And
the Lord’s answer 1s, “Wait, I've got everything under control.”

Lesson #7: Worldwide natural disturbances will help men
recognize the day has finally come.
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Joe White says this in his book:

(Surviving Friendship Pressure by Joe White)

Years ago, after Bon Scott of AC/DC died while choking
from his all-day drinking binge, his group sang the hit “Hell’s
Bells” at his funeral, and chanted [the following words],

I'm gonna getcha,

Satan’s got Hell’s bells...

If God’s on the left, I'm on the right.

If you're into evil, you're a friend of mine.
p. 13

And then he goes on to say this:

(Surviving Friendship Pressure by Joe White)

The most important choices you'll ever make are who you
choose to be your friends. You can choose to follow Jesus and
to be friends with others who follow Him, or you can choose
his arch-enemy, Satan, the great deceiver. You cannot stand
1in the middle. “No servant can serve two masters, for either he
will hate the one and love the other, or else he will hold to one
and despise the other” ... Let these words of Jesus motivate
you to make a move today with your music, your movies, your
television shows, and your friends.

“Choose for yourselves today whom you will serve”
(Joshua 24:15, NASB).
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p. 13
If we were to make a final observation it would be this:

It’s not necessary for you or for me or for anyone else to go
through this time of tragic judgment, because the Father’s
judgment fell on our substitute—dJesus Christ—if we avail
ourselves of what He has provided.

We are close to the DAY OF THE LAMB when He 1s going to
say, “Saddle up and ride!”

Father, as we come to You, we're aware that we have just
witnessed the text of Your words speaking to us specifically of
what John saw and what we can anticipate. The power of the
passage really gets hold of us when we see that Daniel saw
the same thing. Jesus spoke of it just prior to His death and
then John sees 1t on the Isle of Patmos. May we put these
pieces together and be men and women prepared for the
coming of our Lord and Savior, but with a passionate longing
for men and women and boys and girls to come into
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ before it’s too late. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of REVELATION:

Bible Prophecy

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Ten — The Seal Judgments —

Revelation 6:1-17

v. 1 And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I
heard one of the four living creatures saying as with a voice of
thunder: “Be coming.”

v. 2 And I saw, and behold, a white horse, and He who is sitting
upon it is having a bow; and a crown was given to him; and He
came forth conquering and in order to conquer.

v. 3 And when He opened the second seal, I heard the second living
creature saying: “Be coming.”

v. 4 And there came forth another horse, a fiery red one; and to the
one who is sitting upon it, it was granted to take the peace from
the earth, and that they (men) should slay one another; and a
great sword was given to him.

v. 5 And when He opened the third seal, I heard the third living
creature saying: “Be coming.” And I saw, and behold, a black
horse; and the one who is sitting upon it is having a pair of scales
in his hand.

v. 6 And I heard as it were a voice in the midst of the four living
creatures saying: “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three
quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not damage the oil and the
wine.”

v. 7 And when He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the
fourth living creature saying: “Be coming.”

v. 8 And I saw, and behold, a pale horse, and the one who is sitting
upon it had the name “Death”; and Hades was following with him.
And authority was given to them over one-fourth of the earth, to
kill with the sword and with famine and with fatal illness and by
the wild beasts of the earth.
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NOTES
v. 9 And when He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the
souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God, and
because of the testimony which they were maintaining;
v. 10 and they cried out with a great voice, saying, “How long, O
Lord, holy and true, are You refraining from judging and avenging
our blood from those who are dwelling upon the earth?”
v. 11 And there was given to each one of them a white robe; and
they were told that they should rest (wait) for a little while longer,
until the number of their fellow-servants and their brothers who
were to be killed even as they also had been, should be completed
also.
v. 12 And I saw when He opened the sixth seal, and there was a
great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth made of
hair, and the whole moon became like blood;
v. 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree is
casting its unripe figs when it is being shaken by a great (strong)
wind.
v. 14 And the sky was split like a scroll when it is rolled up; and
every mountain and island were moved out of their places.
v. 15 And the kings of the earth and the great men and the
generals and the rich and the strong and every slave and free man,
hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains;
v. 16 and they are saying to the mountains and to the rocks, “Fall
on us and hide us from the presence (face) of Him who is sitting
upon the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb;
v. 17 for the great day of their wrath has come; and who is able to
stand?”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Revelation 6:1-17 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.
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2. Describe the rider on the white horse and his function,
according to verse 2.

3. Describe the rider on the red horse and his function.

4. Describe the rider on the black horse and his function.

5. Describe the rider on the pale horse and his function.

6. Who are those who have been slain 1in verse 9, and what
message do they bring, according to verse 10?
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7. What answer do they receive in verse 11?

8. What happens when the sixth seal is opened, according to
verses 12-17?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: The world 1s ready for a world government and
the rider on the white horse meets that need.

LESSON #2: There are going to be wars clear through to the
end.

LESSON #3: Inflation and famine are going to increase.

LESSON #4: One-fourth of the residents of the earth are going
to die during the early part of this tragic period.

LESSON #5: There are those who are going to come to faith in
the Lord Jesus during the Tribulation Period and they are
going to be martyred because of their belief in “the Word
of God and the testimony which they are maintaining.”

LESSON #6: The cry of the martyrs 1s, “How long, O Lord?”
And the Lord’s answer 1s, “Wait, I've got everything under
control.”

LESSON #7: Worldwide natural disturbances will help men
recognize that the day of the wrath of the Lamb is here.
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