A Practical Study of REVELATION:
Bible Prophecy
“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Eleven — The 144,000 - Revelation 7:1-17

Margaret Jensen in her book A Nail in a Sure Place tells a
story that fits our study really well:

(A Nail in a Sure Place by Margaret Jensen)

I remember the story Papa told about the farmer and the
mule. The mule wouldn’t move, no matter what the farmer
did.

A bee came along and told the farmer, “I'll help you.”

The farmer shook his head. “If I can’t make that stubborn
mule start plowing, how can you make him?”

“Oh, I can’t make that mule go,” the bee admitted, “but I
sure can make him willing to go.” The song says:

God never calls us to go ‘gainst our will,
But he just makes us willing to go.

Sometimes it is hard to obey God—but it really is harder
not to. God will take care of the consequences of our obedience
to Him.
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[And then she goes on to say this:]

In May 1988 near Carrolton, Kentucky, a pickup truck
going the wrong way on Interstate 71 crashed into a church
bus, and 27 people were killed. During the funeral of the
children who had died in that tragic accident one black woman
stood up to sing, “I've come too far to turn back.”

Her child was 1n one of the caskets, but the mother had
already chosen. “As for me, and my house, we will serve the
Lord” (Joshua 24:15).

God had not forced this woman to sing. He did not force
her to stay with a straight course. She had already learned
the joy of obedience. Once again—although her heart was
breaking for her son—she made the deliberate choice to obey,
to sing, to not turn back. She would continue to trust the

promises of God.
pp. 160-61

The thing to emphasize from that is that God is in the
business of blessing the obedient heart. And when we are
responsive to His Word and to His truth, the best way we
know how, as we're aware of what His scripture teaches us,
God provides blessing in our hearts as a result of it. But He
also provides judgment when we’re not obedient, when we
resist His plan. When we fight His purpose for us, we can
expect that things are going to be difficult.

In our last study we broke SIX SEALS, and it just seemed like

judgment after judgment after judgment—Dbut that’s

somebody who’s chosen to be disobedient. That’s someone who
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has deliberately chosen to live life their way and not to
respond to the Lord Jesus Christ. As a result, they're victims
of these judgments.

Now the Rapture of the church has already taken place. The
church triumphant—everybody who knows Christ—is already
in Glory.

And by the way, that event could happen today.

Ruth Harms Calkin says:

(Lord, I Just Keep Running in Circles by Ruth Harms Calkin)

TWO QUESTIONS

O God
In my fear and frenzy
In my darkness and dread

My screaming question is
“Where are You?”

[And the Lord responded:]

Wandering child

When things were going well
And you carelessly ignored Me
Where were you?

p. 15



And He would surely speak some of those same things to some
of us when we find that we have our priorities and our plans
and our purposes, and we’re moving along very rapidly in all
of those as though the world 1s going to last forever. And just
perhaps, Jesus Christ would choose to come now.

Now when we get to chapter 7, we get to what we can call
HALF TIME. The first six seals take us through the 3 1/2
years of the Tribulation Period—Daniel’s 70th week—the Day
of the Lord—the time of Jacob’s trouble—and 1s a 7-year
period. When we make progress through the period, we're
either breaking a seal, blowing a trumpet or pouring out a
bowl—and that gives us the 7-year period.

It’s talked about in Revelation 6 to Revelation 19. Now in our
last study we broke six seals and those six seals involve the
first 3 1/2 year period. So now we're at half time.

The beauty about chapter 7 1s that we're not going to break
any seals. We're not going to blow any trumpets. We're going
to see a beautiful picture of two different groups.

This 1s kind of like God saying, “Look, I have been angry. I
have brought judgment on sin, but I still in wrath remember
mercy. I still am a God of love and of grace. I want to show you
that.”

And so 1n this beautiful chapter—chapter 7 that comes under
consideration—we’re going to see TWO GROUPS.



1. We're going to see a group on the EARTH and
2. we're going to see a group in HEAVEN.

Both of them are fabulous manifestations of God’s grace and
love in the midst of this time of traumatic judgment. We're
going to see the 144,000 on the earth, we're going to see this
vast number of people that can’t even be numbered in Glory
around the Throne as the chapter ends.

Now where have we come from?

In chapter 4 and 5 we saw the THRONE, we saw the little
BOOK.

In chapter 6 we had the FIRST 3 1/2 YEARS and the breaking
of those first SIX SEALS.

And before the breaking of the seventh seal, we have the
seventh chapter which 1s a PARENTHESIS. And in our next
study we will go on and make progress by breaking some seals
and blowing some more trumpets in the days that are ahead.

Let’s pick up in verse 1 and see what we can learn.

v. 1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four
corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of
the earth, in order that no wind keep on blowing
upon the earth or upon the sea or upon any tree.



“After this”"—that is the breaking of the sixth seal.

When that sixth seal was broken, there was an earthquake,
there was an eclipse of the sun, the moon became blood, and
there was a meteorite shower. And everybody was heading for
cover. The people on the earth were praying that the rocks
would fall on them to hide them from the wrath of the Lamb.

“After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of
the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, in order
that no wind keep on blowing upon the earth or upon the sea
or upon any tree.”

Now we have these FOUR ANGELIC BEINGS who are
“standing” at the four points of the compass. And their
purpose 1s to restrain the “wind.”

Now the “wind” here is the characteristic of the Judgment.
Now that’s not hard for Texans to understand at all. We can
go down to the Gulf and when a hurricane comes in, there’s a
silence and then it hits the land with all of its devastation and
destruction. Or we could have a tornado sweep through here
and we know what that would do.

Well “winds” of God’s judgment have been “blowing” during
these six seals and now we’re asking for a period of
RESTRAINT here for some very specific objectives that need

to be accomplished. And so these angelic beings are asked to
do this.



There’s another place where “wind” is 1in the scripture.
Remember when Nicodemus is coming to Jesus and Jesus
says, “the wind blows where it desires to blow”? And we can

see the effects of it but we can’t see the wind. He’s speaking of
the Spirit of God. (see John 3:8)

And in Acts 2, like a mighty wind the Spirit of God blew into
the Upper Room on that day of Pentecost as the church was
born. (see Acts 2:2)

In Mark 4 Jesus is on the sea and He teaches His disciples by

the wind. They're in the midst of a great storm and they’re all

scared that they're going to die. And Jesus just stands up and

says, “Peace, be still,” and the winds obey His voice. (see Mark
4:39)

And here the winds of judgment also obey His voice and He’s
delegated this responsibility to these angelic messengers to
restrain the wind for a period of time.

v. 2 And I saw another angel coming up from the rising
of the sun (east), having the seal of the living God;
and he cried out with a great (loud) voice to the
four angels to whom it was granted to harm the
earth and the sea,

“And I saw another angel coming up from the rising of the sun
(or the east), having the seal of the living God; and he cried
out with a great (loud) voice to the four angels to whom it was
granted to harm the earth and the sea,”
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Now this angel obviously has superior credentials and
authority over the other four. There is a hierarchical structure
on the angels, as we can tell in several passages of scripture.
So this angel that comes out of the east comes to them and he
has in his hands “the seal of the living God.”

Now what he’s getting ready to do 1s to seal a specific company
to protect them from the judgment that’s going to fall during
the rest of the period. Now is there any precedent of that in
scripture?

Is God always a God of just total wipe out? Or does God
always act in love and grace?

Remember back 1n Genesis 6, God saw the wickedness of man
was great on the earth and He said, “I'm going to destroy
man”? But what did He immediately do? He found Noah and
He said, “Noah, I want you to get Mrs. Noah, I want you to get
Shem, Ham and Japheth—the three boys—we’re going to
build a boat, we’re going to put you in.” And then God sealed
the door and then destruction took place.

Remember when the children of Israel, after Moses died, they
oot ready to go across the Jordan River with Joshua? And
under his leadership, the first thing that they had to face
when they got over on the other side was the city of Jericho.
And God says, “We're going to wipe out this city.” Except for
what? Rahab the prostitute. She’d come to faith.



Her little house in the wall is the only thing that’s standing.
Everything else is total devastation. But that little group is
sealed and protected.

And then remember the story of the children of Israel coming
out of the land of Egypt, surely, under Moses’ leadership.
Moses confronted Pharaoh nine times with the fact that he
needed to let the people go and it kept changing. He kept
changing his mind and changing his mind then finally God
says, 1t’s going to be the death of the first-born. That’s
serious—plague number 10.

But God then turns to the children of Israel and says, “I want
y’all to take a little lamb, I want you to slay that little lamb
and take the blood from that lamb and sprinkle it on the
doorpost of your house. And then I want you to eat that lamb
for dinner that night. And when the death angel comes over,
he’s going to see the blood and he’s going to pass over you.”
(see Exodus 12:12, 13)

And so in the midst of this great judgment on the land of
Egypt, here are the children of Israel protected and provided
for in this situation.

Now there are numerous other places in scripture where God
lovingly restrains His hand of judgment in given situations
where there is faith that is expressed in Him.

Now when we think in terms of the “seal,” do we think of
anything in terms of our own relationship to God? There’s a
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wonderful verse—Ilisten to this:

Ephesians 1:13

In Him, you also, after listening to the message of the truth,
the gospel of your salvation—have also believed, you were
sealed in Him in the Holy Spirit of promise.

At the moment we receive Jesus Christ as Savior, we are
sealed by the Spirit of God. A seal always denotes TWO
THINGS:

1. It denotes OWNERSHIP and

2. 1t denotes SECURITY.

It’s God saying, “You belong to Me.” It’s God saying, “You're
totally secure.” There 1s a guarantee of the deliverance of the
purchased possession at the desired destination because we

have been sealed by the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 4:30

Grieve not the Holy Spirit, by whom you have been sealed.
Verse 3.

v. 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the
trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our
God upon their foreheads.”
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“saying, ‘Do not harm”—now there is the angel out of the east
with the seal of the living God. He comes to the other four and
he says:

“Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have
sealed the bond-servants of our God upon their foreheads.”

Now 1f we want to put a verse in the Old Testament out there

where we have some precedence to this we can put Ezekiel 9:
3-6 there:

Ezekiel 9:3-6

...Then the Lord called to the man clothed in linen who had
the writing kit at his side and He said to him, “Go throughout
the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on the foreheads of those
who grieve and lament over all the detestable things that are
done in 1t.” ...

Then He says destroy all those who don’t have the marks on
their forehead.

Now, are these people getting ready to be sealed? They're
going to have a mark that we can see? Do we think it’s going
to be visible, that they’re going to be marked in their flesh on
the forehead?

Is it possible for us to see the seal of the Holy Spirit on each
other?
11



1 Samuel 16:7

But man looks on the outward appearance, God looks on the
heart.

Doesn’t He?

For Moses, when he came down off the mountain, i1t was the
radiance of his face that showed. He wasn’t even aware that it
was showing. That was the mark.

The Lord knows those who are His. And those who are getting
ready to be sealed, are going to be protected by the Lord
through the remainder of the period.

Now we come to verse 4.

v.4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed;
one hundred and forty-four thousand were sealed,
from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

“And I heard the number of those who were sealed; one
hundred and forty-four thousand were sealed, from every tribe
of the sons of Israel:”

Now this is the wildest verse in the Bible. We're going to find

more interpretations of the 144,000—probably 144,000

interpretations of the 144,000 thousand. There are some weird

cults and “isms” out there that hold to the view that they are
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this special sealed company.

For instance the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that they're it
because they’re the only ones worshipping on the Sabbath.

And then of course the Seventh Day Adventists. And then the
Jehovah’s Witnesses also believe that they’re the 144,000. So
which group is right?

And then we find other people who use this teaching in
development of their cult or their “ism” or their teaching, that
they are a very select, special group.

Now the only problem with that is that the Bible says that it’s
“one hundred and forty-four thousand [of] every tribe of the
sons of Israel.”

When we confront people with that, they say we're a wooden-
headed literalist. We have to get the Spirit’s teaching here. We
have to understand this special revelation.

By the way, when we get somebody talking like that, just
check and see if they’ve had Mexican food the night before.
They’ve got some kind of weird thing going. They want others
to know that they’ve really got an inside track with the
upstairs and they’ve got some revelation and some knowledge
that they want to lay on us as to what this means.

Ask them what their number is and what tribe they belong to.
That usually lays them pretty low. Because we know
13



statistically there are more than 144,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses
and there are more than 144,000 Seventh Day Adventists so
1t’s kind of embarrassing to them. They've immediately got to
spiritualize the number in order to be included in the bunch
and they don’t know what tribe they’re from.

We get into Genesis and we start “begotten.” It’s so-and-so
begot so-and-so, and so-and-so begot so-and-so. And we're
saying, “Lord, why all this big long list of “begats”?

Then we get over to Leviticus and we see the fat is the Lord’s
and we're supposed to cut this and cut that and chop this and
chop that, and not eat this and not eat that. And we're
wondering when are we ever going to get through this? And
then we get into the book of Numbers and then it really gets
fun. And we’re wondering why God put all that in the Bible,
don’t we?

And then we look at these verses—verses 5-8—and here he
mentions twelve tribes. Why didn’t he just say 144,000 from
the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel, and get on and tell us
about the company up in heaven? Why does he take verses 5-8
to deliberately labor the names of every tribe and the number
over and over again specifically? So some of these people who
think they’re the number would finally get the message, but
they don’t. That’s one reason.

The most arid parts of the Bible are some of the richest parts
of the Bible.
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Understand that God never makes a mistake when He
includes things. There are some powerful lessons here that are
1n these verses, by the order that’s listed, by the significance
of the tribe, and a few things that we’ll just share quickly as
we work through it.

Okay, here we go now—getting ready for the seal in verse 5.

v. 5 from the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were
sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand,
from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand,

“from the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from
the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad
twelve thousand,”

Okay, what’s the first tribe?

1. We have JUDAH. Judah i1s the fourth-born son of Jacob
and Leah. Why not the first-born? Why “Judah”?

Well as the fourth-born son, Judah was that great intercessor
between Jacob and Joseph—if we’ll remember down 1n the

land of Egypt. And then it was Judah out of whom David
came. And 1t was Judah out of whom Christ came.

So Judah takes the primary position here, although he’s the
fourth-born son. Hang onto it for just a minute.

3. The second tribe that’s mentioned 1s REUBEN.
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Now Reuben has to be the first-born. Why isn’t Reuben listed
first?

Well Reuben got into trouble. Reuben got to messing around
morally with one of Jacob’s handmaids—Rachel’s handmaid
Bilhah. As a result of that, he lost something.

We can talk a long time about the fact that we can get away
with sinning and we can continue to live in disobedience, and
God comes along and He stings us to try to make us willing
but we keep on doing it. And we think we aren’t losing
anything because, after all, the Bible says if we confess our
sins He’s faithful and just to forgive and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

But every time we’re involved in sin and compromise, we're
going to lose something. Reuben has instantaneous
forgiveness and he’s still included among the twelve, but he
lost that place that belonged only to Reuben—the first place.
And that’s a sad, sad story. But it’s the story of anybody who’s
involved in sin. They're going to lose something.

We’re going to experience forgiveness, but we're going to lose
an opportunity. We're going to lose a privilege. We're going to
lose something special as a result of that.

Also when we get involved in that, we not only lose something,
but we start compromising. What did Reuben do? Reuben i1s
one of the two and a half tribes that settled short of the land.
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He settled on the east bank. He stayed over on the east side of
the river. He never crossed over into the land. Those two
things go together.

As soon as we start getting involved in immoral activity and
having sin in our life, then we start to compromise in the
other areas of our life. It’s kind of like a great big network. We
compromise in one, we sin in one, we start compromising in
others. And so here i1s Reuben listed number two—Iliving on
the east side—lost what was really his.

3. Now the third one 1s GAD.

Gad was born to Leah’s maid, Zilpah. Actually, the seventh
born son to Jacob, and the first born to Zilpah.

v. 6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the
tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of
Manasseh twelve thousand,

“from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand,”

4. Then ASHER was her second born.

She immediately had two. She had Gad and Asher. And so
Asher’s the next one mentioned in verse 6.

And then:

“from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand,”
17



5. Now NAPHTALI is the second born son to Bilhah.

Just a little story. Leah immediately had babies. She had
Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah.

Rachel gets very angry because she’s barren. So she has an
option. She can indeed allow her handmaid to have children te
take care of her barrenness and so she uses Bilhah.

And Dan and Naphtali are born to Bilhah. But we can look
through all this list and we’re not going to find Dan. There’s a
reason for that and we need to talk about it. Hold onto it for
just a second.

Naphtali the second born is the only one who’s mentioned
here.

“from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand,”
6. Now the sixth one that’s mentioned 1s MANASSEH.

Very interesting. Manasseh is a divided tribe. Half of them
lived on the east and half of them lived on the west.

Manasseh 1s the oldest son to Joseph. When Joseph went
down into Egypt, remember? At 30 years of age he’s elevated
to vice-president of the land. And then he is given in marriage
to a wonderful lady by the name of Potiphera, and she has two
boys—Manasseh and Ephraim.
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Remember when old Jacob gets ready to die, he tells Joseph to
come and he says, “I want to bless your two boys. I want to
adopt them. I want to make them a part of the twelve.”

But remember what he did? He crossed his hands like this
and he put his right hand on the head of Ephraim, the
younger, and his left hand on the older son Manasseh saying
that the older would serve the younger.

Ephraim’s not listed in this list. Manasseh is and there are
reasons for that.

Now verse 7.

v. 7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the
tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of
Issachar twelve thousand,

“from the tribe of SIMEON twelve thousand,”—now that’s
Jacob and Leah. This is their second-born son. They had
Reuben then they had Simeon.

“from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of
Issachar twelve thousand,”

And then their third-born son is LEVI. Levi’s the religious
tribe. Moses, Miriam, Aaron—all came out of the religious
tribe. They didn’t get any inheritance.
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When everybody got their inheritance, the Word of God tells
us that each of the tribes were given cities as their
inheritance. So the Levites got 48 cities scattered all
throughout the land. That was their only inheritance.

But now when it comes time to be sealed, here they are. They
are the religious tribe.

Now the next one 1s ISSACHAR. Leah, after she had those
four children, stopped having kids for a little while. Probably
wore her out. So she let Zilpah, her handmaid, have
children—which she shouldn’t have done. Legitimately it was
only if they couldn’t raise sons that they did that. But because
Rachel sent in Bilhah, she sent in Zilpah. It’s kind of a fight
here. And so Zilpah has Gad and Asher, but then Zilpah—
Leah starts bearing again and she has two more boys.

She has ISSACHAR and ZEBULUN—and those are the ones
mentioned there together now.

v. 8 from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from
the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe
of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.

“from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of
Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin twelve
thousand were sealed.”

Finally Rachel could have babies and she had Joseph. What
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an act of grace to Rachel. And then, remember, she had
BENJAMIN. She called him Benoni, “son of my pain” and
Jacob changed that to Benjamin, “son of my right hand.” She
died there on the road to Bethlehem and they buried her out
there somewhere.

Okay, just some observations from a list like that, that we
need to think about.

LEAH had SIX SONS. And then by her handmaid she had
TWO MORE—so she had EIGHT.

All eight of those children are included in this list.

RACHEL had TWO—they're listed.

BILHAH had TWO and only one of those is listed.

JOSEPH had TWO and only one of those is listed.

So 8 to 4 1s the SCORE.

It 1s possible to have the right chemistry and the wrong
woman. Jacob fell in love with the wrong woman. That ruins
all of the messages about the wonderful story of Jacob serving
seven years for Rachel and they seem like a few days because
of the chemistry! Because of the love he had for her! He
wouldn’t even consider Leah because she was weak 1n the

eyes. She wore glasses and she was “sister ugly.”
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Man looks on the outward appearance, God looks on the heart.

It was in God’s plan. He blessed Leah. Leah had the religious
tribes. She also had the tribe out of which Jesus Christ
came—she had 8 of the 12 tribes involved in her relationship
to Jacob.

And where 1s Leah today? She sleeps in death right next to
our good friend, Jacob.

Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Leah—where’s
Rachel? She’s buried out somewhere near Bethlehem.

God acted in grace to her, but she was an idolatress. And it
was God’s plan all along for Jacob to have loved Leah. And
because she was unloved, God blessed her all the more and
met her needs in this situation.

Now another lesson we get out of this is that we always lose
something when we’re involved in sin. Immorality caused
Reuben to lose it, but 1dolatry caused Dan and Ephraim to
lose it. They both were involved in idolatress practices.

Ephraim was involved in the division of the nation Israel. And
because of those things, those two tribes are dropped from the
lists that are herein recorded in this passage. We lose
something when we’re involved in idolatry and immorality.

We think we’re not involved in idolatry. Do we have anything
in our life we spend more time doing than spending time with
22



the Lord? That becomes an 1dol.

1 John 5:21

My little children, guard yourselves from idols.

Don’t let anything else be more important than that personal
relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Revelation 3:11

“I am coming quickly; be holding fast that which you are
having, in order that no one take your crown.”

We can be qualified for crowns today that we could lose. Just
like Reuben did. We could be those who are running a good
race to this point, but we’re going to lose it before we get there
if we’re not careful to be obedient in walking the path that the
Lord has for us.

Now there’s another company. We're going to leave the Jews
down here on the earth now. We have 144,000 of them sealed.
They’re all believers. They're going to be Jewish evangelists.
During the last 3 1/2 years they’re going to have a massive
1mpact on people who are here on the earth, in their
evangelistic effort.

Now we’re going to see another group.
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v. 9 After these things I saw, and behold, a great
multitude, which no one was able to count, from
every nation and tribe and people and language,
standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
having been clothed in white robes, and palm
branches in their hands;

“After these things I saw, and behold, a great multitude,
which no one was able to count, from every nation and tribe
and people and language, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, having been clothed in white robes, and
palm branches in their hands;”

Where'd we meet them?

Who got a white robe? Who was it that said, “How long, Oh
Lord?”

The righteous dead.

Remember under the fifth seal, all those who had died a
martyr’s death in the Tribulation because of the Word of God
and the testimony? There were a vast number of them and
they said, “How long, O Lord, before You're going to do

something about this fact that we’ve been killed?” (see
Revelation 6:10) And the Lord said TWO THINGS:

1. Here’s a WHITE ROBE and

2. WAIT a while.
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Now has it been worth the wait? Well look at these next
verses. It’s exciting what happened 1n the wait! God has been
faithful! God says we’re going to have to wait until a few more
are killed, and then they are martyred, we're all going to get
together around the throne.

Keep waiting. God 1s faithful.

Psalm 27:14

Wait on the Lord,

be of good courage

and He’ll strengthen your heart.
Wait I say on the Lord.

Don’t get in a hurry. He’s going to open the door, He’s going to
be faithful. We just keep seeking His face. Watch, 1t’s going to
happen and we’re going to glorify Him.

These people are redeemed and rejoicing. They've got “white
robes” on and they’ve got “palm branches.” Where do we see
“palm branches” in the Bible? Remember on Palm Sunday?
They’re coming in on Palm Sunday and what are they saying?
“Hosanna! The King 1s coming!” (see John 12:13) It’s a day of
ogreat joy and rejoicing. And that’s the significance of them
having “palm branches” here.
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v. 10 and they are crying out with a great (loud) voice,
saying, “Salvation (belongs) to our God who is
sitting upon the throne, and to the Lamb.”

“and they are crying out with a great (loud) voice, saying,
‘Salvation (belongs) to our God who 1s sitting upon the throne,
and to the Lamb.”

We need to emphasize that word “belongs.” Since 1t “belongs”
to Him, we can’t have 1t unless we come on His terms. That’s
the simplest way to put it. It’s a gift.

Salvation was:
PLANNED by the FATHER,
PURCHASED by the SON, and

PRESENTED by the HOLY SPIRIT as He knocks on our door

wanting to come into our life and to save our soul and redeem
us.

And so it 1s a gift! It belongs to our God. And they realize that
now. They’'ve gone through the Tribulation, they've gone
through martyrdom, they've been faithful witnesses, they’ve
read the Word, they have suffered adversity, and now as
they're standing before the Throne, their first statement 1is:

“Salvation (belongs) to our God who sits on the throne, and to
the Lamb”—the Lord Jesus Christ!
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We're going to get into some good stuff.

v. 11 And all the angels were standing in a circle
around the throne and the elders and the four
living creatures; and they fell down before the
throne upon their faces and worshiped God,

“And all the angels were standing in a circle around the
throne and the elders and the four living creatures; and they
fell down before the throne upon their faces and they
worshiped God,”

They got so excited about this great group of people who have
just entered glory. And they are there and the angelic realm,
the creatures, the elders—representing the church—all fall on
their faces and they start to worship God.

Ever worshipped God? Ever had an experience of just being
totally exhilarated in the presence of God? Maybe it’s outside
somewhere, but where we are—even though we can’t carry a
tune in a bucket—we start singing. And we’re praising the
Lord for Who He 1s and we sense His presence all around us!
And we sense His voice speaking to us from the Word of God.
Ever had that experience?

We need to have a few of those before we get up to heaven or
we're going to be out of place. Because up there, worship’s
going to really get off the ground alright. We're going to do
some stuff up there that’s pretty fabulous.
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But Annie Dillard, when she is talking about worship—she
loves to be out in nature and she must be a Christian because
she does admit in one of the places that she’s invited Christ
into her life. But here she’s talking about worship.

(Teaching a Stone to Talk: Expeditions and Encounters by
Annie Dillard)

A high school stage play is more polished than this service
we have been rehearsing since the year one. In two thousand
years, we have not worked out the kinks. We positively glorify
them. Week after week we witness the same miracle: that God
1s so mighty he can stifle his own laughter. Week after week,
we witness the same miracle: that God, for reasons
unfathomable, refrains from blowing our dancing bear act to

smithereens.
p. 20

Why do we people in churches seem like cheerful,
brainless tourists on a packaged tour of the Absolute? ...

On the whole, I do not find Christians, outside of the
catacombs, sufficiently sensible of conditions. Does anyone
have the foggiest idea what sort of power we so blithely
invoke? Or, as I suspect, does no one believe a word of 1t? The
churches are children playing on the floor with their
chemistry sets, mixing up a batch of TNT to kill a Sunday
morning. It is madness to wear ladies’ straw hats and velvet
hats to church; we should all be wearing crash helmets.
Ushers should 1ssue life preservers and signal flares; they
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should lash us to our pews. For the sleeping god may wake
someday and take offense, or the waking god may draw us out

to where we can never return.
pp. 40-41

We go through the motions, we sing the hymns, we read the
scripture, we say the prayers, we do it over and over and over
again and we've done our deal for God! Do we believe it? Does
1t change our life? Is God dramatically involved in our life?

God 1s alive. God does answer prayer. God does intervene in
the affairs of our lives. We're going to have one of the greatest
worship services in the world. When united we’re going to fall
before the Throne and we're going to have the privilege of
joining this massive company.

There are SEVEN THINGS that are said there after it says
“Amen.”

v. 12 saying, “Amen, praise and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and strength,
be to our God forever and ever. Amen.”

“saying, ‘Amen, praise and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and strength, be to our
God forever and ever. Amen.”

What a service they’re going to have of worship as they
proclaim the wisdom and the knowledge of God here in this
beautiful worship service.
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Now one of the elders has a question to ask here, and he slips
over to John in verse 13.

v. 13 And one of the elders answered, saying to me,
“These who have been clothed in the white robes,
who are they, and where did they come from?”

“And one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These who
have been clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where
did they come from?”

Now if this was the church, the elder would have recognized
them. He says “who” and “where.”

“who are they?”
“where did they come from?”

If they were the church, then he’d have known them. And if
they were the church, John would have known them. But they
are a very distinct group that neither John nor the elder at
this moment—until it is revealed to him—knew who this great
company was that was standing here in white robes and had
the branches.

v. 14 And I said to him, “My Lord, you are knowing.”
And he said to me, “These are the ones who are

coming out of the great tribulation, and they
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washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.

“And I said to him, ‘My Lord, you are knowing.”—that’s good
thing to do when we’re not sure and don’t have the answer,
just throw it back in the other guy’s court.

“And he said to me, “These are the ones who are coming out of
the great tribulation, and they washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

Now a lot of people feel that since these are redeemed
individuals who “come out of the great tribulation,” that
they’'ve “washed their robes white in the blood of the Lamb.”
And they are Christians but they’re the church.

The church has nothing to do with Israel and nothing to do
with Daniel’s 70th week. Our wrath has already fallen on our
substitute the Lord Jesus. We have nothing to do with the
period. This i1s a distinct group of individuals and we’re going
to see they have a very specific ministry that is different from
the ministry of the church here in these final verses.

First of all:

1. they’re “coming out of the great tribulation.” They've gone
through those six seals. And they've been martyred. This is
that great group—we saw part of them in our last study—
here’s the rest of them.
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How did they get there? Look at that very carefully:

2. “they washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.”

There’s one thing we're going to find in the book of Revelation
over and over again—it’s “the blood of the Lamb” that
provides the cleansing from sin. Not our human performance,
not our efforts, not our work—*“the blood of the Lamb.”

First Peter 1:18 says:

1 Peter 1:18, 19

knowing you were not redeemed with perishable things like
silver and gold from your futile way of life inherited from your
forefathers, but with the precious blood of the lamb...

There 1s no forgiveness of sin without the shedding of blood—
Hebrews 9:22.

Acts 20:28

“Be on your guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among
whom the Holy Spirit has made you an overseer, to shepherd
the church of God which has been purchased with His own
blood.

Revelation 1:5
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...To Him who is loving us, and sets us free from our sins by
means of His blood.

We don’t talk about that much. It’s almost like we don’t talk te
people about BLOOD! Because when we talk to people about
blood, we offend them!

It 1s the blood of Christ that provides ETERNAL
REDEMPTION! It is the shedding of the “blood of the Lamb”
that provides our salvation.

We don’t sing that hymn either very much either, “Are You
Washed in the Blood of the Lamb” anymore.

And there 1s a fountain filled with blood,
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins.

And sinners plunged beneath that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains.

(source unknown)

Salvation 1s based on the shed blood of the Lamb, the Lord
Jesus!

v. 15 Because of this, they are before the throne of God;
and they are serving Him day and night in His
temple; and He who is sitting upon the throne shall
spread His tent over them.

“Because of this,”—that 1s that they washed their robes white
in the blood of the Lamb, they get all of these wonderful
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things now they’re there because they did that.

“Because of this, they are before the throne of God; and they
are serving Him day and night in His temple;”

Now that’s not our job. In heaven we’re going to rule and reign
with Christ.

The Corinthian epistles describe the fact we're going to rule
and reign with Him.

“and He who 1s sitting upon the throne”—is going to do what?
He’s going to—"“spread His tent over them.”

He said, “Under His wings I am safely abiding.”

That’s pretty fabulous. When they get to glory, God’s got a big
enough tent to cover them! And He’s going to protect and He’s
going to provide for them!

It reminds us of the Prodigal Son. Remember what happens
when he comes home? Dad says, “Get the fatted calf man! Get
the robe! Bring the ring! Bring the shoes! This my son is dead
and 1s alive again!”

The miracle of forgiveness and redemption is seen in the fact
that God loves this company and He spreads “His tent over
them.”

Now that’s one of the greatest joys of being a Christian, is the
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unexpected things that God does—kind of just to let us know
He’s there and He just loves us so much. He does the little
special things that just know that it’'s got His name written all
over it.

Look at that next verse. There are SIX THINGS that are
listed there and that’s six things they’ve all experienced
during the Tribulation. Those are not just little words that we
pick out. They’ve had to hunger because they didn’t take the
mark of the beast and they had to thirst, they couldn’t get
purified water.

v. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any
more; nor shall the sun beat down on them, nor any
burning heat;

“They shall not hunger any more, neither thirst any more; nor
shall the sun beat down on them,”—many of them probably
where crucified as they were martyred—"*nor any burning
heat;”

They’d gone through all these experiences but they sought
first His kingdom and His righteousness, and now those
things are past. They're not going to have that anymore.

Verse 17 brings a Lamb into the picture to wrap this up. Isn’t
that beautiful?

v. 17 because the Lamb in the center of the throne shall
shepherd them and shall lead them to springs of
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water of life; and God shall wipe away every tear
from their eyes.”

“because the Lamb in the center of the throne”—the Lord
Jesus—“shall shepherd them, He shall lead them to springs of
water of life; and God shall wipe away every tear from their

299

eyes.

We have the PROTECTION of the FATHER in the spreading
of the tent, but we have the PROVISION of the SON as He
shepherds them with all of this personal attention.

John 10:11

I am the good shepherd...

John 10:14

I am the good shepherd; and I know My own...

That’s the almost 1dentical picture to Psalm 23 in what we see
in that place.

Psalm 23:1-6

The Lord 1s my shepherd, I shall not be in want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
he restores my soul.
He guides me in paths of righteousness
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for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk

through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,

they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.

You anoint my head with oil,;
my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever.

Isn’t God good? Isn’t He faithful?

And here the Father and the Son both unite to bring great
comfort and great peace to these who are willing to do things
His way and to seek His face, and to allow Him His rightful
place 1n their life.

Have we ever washed our robes and made them white 1in the
blood of the Lamb?

We need to be reminded of the fact that God 1s a God who

seals and He’s also a God who 1s sovereign. And He can seal

us and protect us from suffering or He can sovereignly take us
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through it like He did the martyrs and be victorious.

One group was totally protected and sealed away from
suffering. The other one wasn’t. Maybe we’re not going to have
to go through a lot in our life—God’s going to protect us.
Maybe we’re going to have to go through some real deep
water, but God hasn’t changed in His sovereignty. The
outcome’s going to be the same. We're all going to be with Him
and there’s going to be rejoicing around the throne.

And we’ve learned that His protection and His purpose and
His provision are adequate for us as we’ve seen this company
being totally provided for here before the throne.

Now here are the lessons we got out of it.

Lesson #1: The 144,000 sealed company are from the nation
Israel.

Twelve thousand from each tribe, we take i1t as a literal
number.

Lesson #2: There will be a tremendous harvest of souls during
the tribulation period.

Lesson #3: Salvation 1s only provided through the shed blood
of the Lamb.

Lesson #4: Praise is given to God the Father and to the Lamb
for salvation.
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Lesson #5: The Father’s provision is exceeding abundant for
these saints who have been martyred in the tribulation.

And thanks be to God. He’s going to wipe all tears from our
eyes.

Lesson #6: Tears will be wiped away.

Lesson #7: Have you received divine protection by being
sheltered beneath the blood? Have you taken the divine
provision in the Savior of mankind? Are you a recipient of His
personal attention as He longs to be your shepherd?

And if you're a believer, I hope this little story will serve to be
an inspiration as we close:

(Lonely Husbands, Lonely Wives: Rekindling Intimacy in
Every Marriage by Dennis Rainey)

In his book, A Father...A Son...and a Three-Mile Run,
Keith Leenhouts tells a moving story about a father who got te
watch his son play the game of his life. The son was an Ivy
League football player who was short on talent but long on
dedication. He rarely played, but never missed a practice. The
player’s coach also was impressed with his devotion to his
father; often he saw them walking arm in arm through the
campus.

Just before the biggest game of the year, the player’s
father died. So the coach was surprised when the player asked
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if he could start the next game. The coach hesitated, knowing
the player could make a crucial mistake that could destroy the
team’s chances to win, but he finally consented. [And it’s at
this point] I'll pick up the story:

Oh no! The coach groaned as the opening kickoff
floated end over end right into Jerry’s arms. But instead
of fumbling, as the coach expected, Jerry hugged the ball
tightly, dodged three onrushing defenders, and raced to
midfield before he was finally tackled.

The coach had never seen Jerry run with such agility
and power, and perhaps sensing something, he had the
quarterback call Jerry’s signal. The quarterback handed
off, and Jerry responded by breaking tackles for a twenty-
yard gain. A few plays later he carried the ball over the
goal line.

The favored opponents were stunned. Who was this
kid? He wasn’t even in the scouting reports, for he had up
to then played a total of three minutes all year.

The coach left Jerry in, and he played the entire first
half on both offense and defense, tackling, intercepting
and knocking down passes, blocking, running—he did it
all.

During the second half Jerry continued to inspire the
team. When the final gun sounded, his team had won.

In the locker-room bedlam reserved only for teams
that have fought the impossible fight and triumphed, the
coach sought out Jerry and found him sitting quietly,
head in hands, in a far corner.

“Son, what happened [to you] out there?” the coach
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asked as he put his arm around him. “You can’t play as
well as you did. You're just not that fast, not that strong,
or that skilled. What happened?”

Jerry looked up at the coach and said softly, “You see,
coach, my [dad] was blind. This is the first game he ever
saw me play.”

pp. 187-8

Father, help us to realize that You're looking down on the
game we're playing and You're looking down on the race we're
running. Help us to run with purpose in our steps, straight
toward the goal. Help us not to have to be delayed by our own
stubbornness and rebellion and resistance. But recognizing
You have the perfect plan for us, may we press on. Seeing
we're compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside the weight and the sin which doth so easily beset
us and let us run with endurance the race that’s set before us,
looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith. Thank
You that we could study Your Word and thank You that Your
Word can speak to our individual hearts. May the Holy Spirit
now take the truth and apply it individually. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of REVELATION:

Bible Prophecy

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Eleven — The 144,000 -
Revelation 7:1-17

v. 1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the
earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, in order that no
wind keep on blowing upon the earth or upon the sea or upon any
tree.

v. 2 And I saw another angel coming up from the rising of the sun
(east), having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a
great (loud) voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to
harm the earth and the sea,

v. 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we
have sealed the bond-servants of our God upon their foreheads.”
v. 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed; one
hundred and forty-four thousand were sealed, from every tribe of
the sons of Israel:

v. 5 from the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the
tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve
thousand,

v. 6 from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of
Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve
thousand,

v. 7 from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of
Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand,
v. 8 from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of
Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin twelve
thousand were sealed.

v. 9 After these things I saw, and behold, a great multitude, which
no one was able to count, from every nation and tribe and people
and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,

having been clothed in white robes, and palm branches in their
hands;
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NOTES

v. 10 and they are crying out with a great (loud) voice, saying,
“Salvation (belongs) to our God who is sitting upon the throne, and
to the Lamb.”

v. 11 And all the angels were standing in a circle around the
throne and the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell
down before the throne upon their faces and worshiped God,

v. 12 saying, “Amen, praise and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and strength, be to our God
forever and ever. Amen.”

v. 13 And one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These who
have been clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where did
they come from?”

v. 14 And I said to him, “My Lord, you are knowing.” And he said
to me, “These are the ones who are coming out of the great
tribulation, and they washed their robes and made them white in
the blood of the Lamb.

v. 15 Because of this, they are before the throne of God; and they
are serving Him day and night in His temple; and He who is
sitting upon the throne shall spread His tent over them.

v. 16 They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; nor shall
the sun beat down on them, nor any burning heat;

v. 17 because the Lamb in the center of the throne shall shepherd
them and shall lead them to springs of water of life; and God shall
wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Revelation 7:1-17 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.
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2. What are the four angels doing according to verse 17

3. What must be done, according to verse 3, before the
judgment can take place?

4. Describe the 144,000, according to verses 4-8.

5. Describe the vision in verses 9 & 10. Who do you think this
multitude represents?

6. What is the response of the angels, the elders and the four
living creatures in
verses 11 & 127
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7. Who 1is this great multitude, according to verse 147

8. What is being done for this great company, according to
verses 15-17?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: The 144,000 sealed company are from the twelve
tribes of the nation Israel.

LESSON #2: There will be a tremendous harvest of souls
during the tribulation period.

LESSON #3: Salvation 1s only provided through the shed
blood of the Lamb, the Lord Jesus on Calvary’s cross.

LESSON #4: Praise 1s given to God the Father and to the
Lamb for salvation.

LESSON #5: The Father’s provision is exceeding abundant for
these saints who have been martyred in the tribulation.

LESSON #6: Tears will be wiped away.

LESSON #7: Have you received divine protection by being
sheltered beneath the blood? Have you taken the divine
provision in the Savior of mankind? Are you a recipient of
His personal attention as He longs to be your shepherd?
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