A Practical Study of REVELATION:
Bible Prophecy
“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Twelve — The Seal and Trumpet
Judgments — Revelation 8:1-13

This piece by Annie Dillard fits well as we begin our study.

(Holy the Firm by Annie Dillard)

We do need reminding, not of what God can do, but of
what he cannot do, or will not, which 1s to catch time in its
free fall and stick a nickel’s worth of sense into our days. And
we need reminding of what time can do, must only do; churn
out enormity at random and beat it, with God’s blessing, into
our heads: that we are created, created, sojourners in a land
we did not make, a land with no meaning of itself and no
meaning we can make for it alone. Who are we to demand
explanations of God? ... We forget ourselves, picnicking; we
forget where we are. There i1s no such thing as a freak
accident. “God 1s at home,” says Meister Eckhart, “We are [the
ones] in the far country.”

We are most deeply asleep at the switch when we fancy
we control any switches at all. We sleep to time’s hurdy-gurdy;
we wake, if we ever wake, to the silence of God. And then,
when we wake to the deep shores of light uncreated, then
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when the dazzling dark breaks over the far slopes of time,
then i1t’s time to toss things, like our reason, and our will; [and
then this phrase] then it’s time to break our necks for home.
pp. 61-62

What she’s saying is that as it begins to dawn on us it’s time,
with the Prodigal, to break our necks and head for home.
We're living in the dawning of the final days, and because of
that the urgency of the message 1is evident.

We might not have all the reasons. We might not have all the
answers, but at least get headed in the right direction.

Now 1n chapter 4 we saw a vision of the THRONE.
In chapter 5 we saw the SEVEN SEALED BOOKS.
In chapter 6, six of those SEALS WERE BROKEN.

Then we had a PARENTHESIS 1n chapter 7 while we looked
at two specific groups:

1. We looked at the 144,000 sealed company of Israel down
on the earth.

2. We saw this vast innumerable host of Christians in
heaven who were rejoicing around the throne in their white
garments and carrying their palm branches.

And we ended with this very noisy accolade of praise that was
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going on in heaven when the scene concluded. We saw the
Lord giving personal attention to these people in spreading
His tent over them. He also was shepherding them and
making provision for them, and that was the end of the scene.

Remember what they were focusing on in their praise and in
their worship?”

Most of our conversations with fellow Christians are about our
suffering and what we’ve been through or what we’re going
through, about our kids, about our job, about our finances—
whatever we want to mention. These are the things that seem
to be the constant conversation.

But what are they talking about, this vast multitude?
Salvation belongs to our God.

Now if ever a group of people could have talked over how they
got there—because they were beheaded and martyred for the
cause of Christ—they would be standing around the throne
talking about all the gory details, about how they got there.
But what’s the focus of their conversation?

It’s on their SALVATION. So we have a PRINCIPLE:

We spend so much time talking about what we have been
through that we don’t have time to talk about what we have.

Well just stop and think about it. Wouldn’t we really be
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exhilarated and excited if we spent our time communing about
what we had in Jesus Christ? And what we’ve got to look
forward to? And the real excitement and thrill about how
today contributed to that and how we’re getting closer to it all
the time?

Think about it. These people around the throne in heaven are
talking about the right things.

After all, the scripture tells us the Word has set apart Christ
as Lord in our hearts and be ready always to give an answer

to every man who asks us a reason for the hope that’s in us.
(see 1 Peter 3:15)

So our conversation ought to be on our salvation and that
ought to be our main focus rather than on the suffering and
the things that we are going through.

Now when we get to chapter 8, we resume the JUDGMENTS.
We had our little parenthesis in chapter 7, now we come back
in chapter 8 to RESUMPTION OF THE TRIBULATION
PERIOD.

Now the first six seals cover the first 3 1/2 years, and in our
last study we were at HALF-TIME while we had the 144,000
and the company in heaven—in that little parenthesis. Now

we're starting the THIRD QUARTER with the breaking of the
seventh seal and the blowing of the trumpets.

Now let’s put these series of judgments in perspective just a
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little bit before we start in a verse-by-verse exposition of the
text.

Ever gone to a Fourth of July fireworks celebration and it
comes down to the finale—they always save the big ones for
the last—and all of a sudden we hear this “THWUFF!” We
think, “Boy this is going to be a good one!” And we see this bali
kind of head up into the sky and all of a sudden, “BOOM!” and
we go “SEWWWWW!” And then a little bit later—“BOOM!” and
we go “EWWWWW!” And then the big ones, another—third
time—“BOOM!” and we all go “EWWW!”

Well that’s the picture of the tribulation period. The first boom
1s the seventh seal book, and out of the seventh seal comes the

second series of trumpets—and we're going to see four of
those.

And then finally there’s going to be another “BOOM!” and
then “EWWWW!” we’re going to see seven bowls of God’s
wrath. The only thing that’s different about that is, the big
boom 1s saved until the last in this series rather than the
smaller one closer to the ground. The judgments intensify as
we're going through. In fact, we're going to see some real
serious ramifications in the judgments.

Now let’s look at these verses, reminding ourselves that we're
just past 3 1/2 years in the Tribulation Period. The church is
not here. They've already been caught home to be with the
Lord, and by the term church, that is everybody who knows
the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior.
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v. 1 And when He opened the seventh seal, there was
silence in heaven for about half an hour.

“And when He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in
heaven for about half an hour.”

Why does he say “silence” like this right at the beginning?
Because heaven 1s a noisy place. Heaven is not used to being
quiet. There are outbursts of praise and worship going on all
the time.

Then why do we break with tradition? Why all of a sudden
from this magnificent choir of twenty-four elders and the
living creatures and the angelic realm and this vast multitude
that he couldn’t even count praising God and all of a sudden—
with the breaking of “the seventh seal”—there’s a deathly
“silence”?

In the book of Habakkuk it says:

Habakkuk 2:20

The Lord is in his holy temple;
let all the earth be silent before him.

What is the “silence”? Well, 1it’s thirty minutes long so we have
plenty of time to think about it. It’s the awesome silence of
expectancy. The seriousness of what’s about to happen is
really causing everybody to reflect.
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It 1s so quiet we can hear a pin drop. It’s like being at the
hospital just as the person dies. It’s like being in the funeral
home just as the final words are said. It’s like being in the
courtroom when the foreman of the jury comes in with the
verdict—everybody holds their breath.

This 1s the picture that’s described in these verses. There’s a
lull before the storm—a moment of silence and reflection
before we go further.

Now this chapter opens with this serious “silence,” but it
concludes with a very serious WARNING too. And wrapped in
the middle are the SEAL AND TRUMPET JUDGMENTS that

we're going to look at together.

v. 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God,
and seven trumpets were given to them.

“And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven
trumpets were given to them.”

Now John 1s a reporter on location. We need to realize that. In
our last study he saw four angels standing at the four corners
of the compass, restraining the judgment while this great
company was sealed. And then he had the picture of those
around the throne.

Now he says, as things begin to resume and we’ve broken the
seal, there are “seven angels” that come into view and they
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“stand before God, and seven trumpets [are] given to them.”

Now if we try to just take trumpets in the Bible and we try to
make this trumpet the first one and that the last one, and
everything in between all the same, we're going to have a real
messed up eschatology—or doctrine of last things.

“Trumpets” reveal themselves 1n various places in scripture,
and they have different purposes.

For instance, “trumpets” were connected with WAR—they
would blow the first trumpet and everybody would fold up
their sleeping bags and fold up their tent and get ready. The
second trumpet would mean fall into line and the third
trumpet would mean we’re marching to war.

And then they used the trumpet for the great
CONVOCATIONS—the gathering together of the people.

They used it for the great FESTIVALS—Iike the Feast of
Trumpets.

Or an ANNOUNCEMENT OF ROYALTY.

Or when they LAID THE FOUNDATIONS for the temple—
they blew the trumpets.

What is the significance of these “trumpets” here and how can
we relate to them?



Remember when Moses died and Joshua took over the reins of
leadership and the Lord said, “We’re going to go over this
Jordan into the land”? And then Joshua met with the angel
and encountered the angel of the Lord in Joshua 5, in view of
the fact that as soon as they crossed the river they were going
to face the city of Jericho—this huge walled fortress.

And then the Lord gave specific instructions on how that city
was to be taken. Take a little trip around one time a day for
six days, and on the seventh day take seven trips around. And
at the end of the seventh trip, what were they supposed to do?
They’re blowing the trumpets.

As a result of the blowing of the trumpets, the walls fall down
and the city 1s taken. Each one of these trumpets, as they are
blown, God sovereignly administers judgment that is quite
serious and has extensive ramifications—as we’re going to see
as the first four of them are blown.

There’s a very interesting parallel between the TRUMPET
JUDGMENTS and the PLAGUES in the Old Testament.

Back in the book of Exodus, we had the plague of the first
born—which was the tenth plague against Pharaoh and the
people of Egypt. Pharaoh was resistant to letting Moses and
the people go free from their bondage in Egypt. And so nine
different times there are things that happened to creation by
God to get Pharaoh’s attention to liberate the people—that’s
basically what we're saying.



And those nine series of things find parallels in the trumpet
judgments.

Stop and think about it! Here’s the God in Exodus doing some
of the same stuff that He’s doing in the book of Revelation at
the end times. It helps us realize that the same God involved
back there in Exodus with freeing the children of Israel from
the land of Egypt is the God that’s wrapping it up!

And He is sovereignly involved in all of it! And what He does
there 1s similar to what He does here. We can see a parallel.

v. 3 And another angel came and stood at the altar,
holding a golden censer; and much incense was
given to him, in order that he might add it to the
prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar
which is before the throne.

“And another angel came and he stood at the altar, holding a
golden censer; and much incense was given to him, in order
that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints upon the
golden altar which is before the throne.”

Are there many prayers on that golden altar of ours? Have we
prayed and interceded about things? Certainly we’ve gone
through the motions of praying: “Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it 1s in heaven.”

We saw the martyred under the throne, praying to the Lord,
“How long?” All those prayers are there on the golden altar,
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waiting to be handled, to be attended, to be answered, prayed
by children of His.

Now the angel takes these. Isn’t it fun to think of our prayers
being fragrant “incense” ascending into the nostrils of God?
Now that is prayers in the spirit, not those in the flesh. Those
selfish prayers in the flesh are a stench to the nostrils of God.
But that which is inspired by the Spirit is a sweet fragrance.

Second Corinthians 2:15 says:

2 Corinthians 2:15

We are a fragrance unto Christ...

And the symbolism is that our prayers are like the ALTAR OF
INCENSE which was before the veil in the temple. And
symbolically the incense of our prayers and our communion
ascend into the nostrils of God—brings Him joy, brings Him
blessing—as we commune with Him.

The sweet smelling prayers are the ones where we GIVE
rather than what we GET. The sweet smelling prayers are the

PRAISE more than the PETITIONS we're constantly making
of Him.

But it’s a sacrifice. It 1s the giving of our prayer and praise to

Him. We are commanded in scripture to offer our sacrifices to
Him.
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In 1 Peter 2:5 it says we are:

1 Peter 2:5

...a holy priesthood, we are to offer up spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Have we offered our sacrifices yet today?

1. Well the first sacrifice we have to offer in the morning, as
soon as we become conscious, 1s the sacrifice of our BODY. We
have to say, “God, here it is! You can do with it what You
want. You created it, it’s Yours. Motivate it, use it, may people
see You in me today. This body belongs to You.”

2. And then we offer our sacrifice of PRAISE.

Hebrews 13:15, 16

...from our lips we give praise to Him...

3. And then we offer the sacrifice of our BELONGINGS:

Philippians 4:18

But I have received everything in full, and have an
abundance; and I am amply supplied, having received from
Epaphroditus what you have sent, it’s a fragrant aroma, an
acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God.
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4. How about our PRAYER life? We reveal our own spiritual
temperature by our prayer life.

Let’s stop and reflect on this before we go further, because it
might help in our own personal walk with God.

Tim Stafford in his book walks through the Lord’s Supper and
shows us how we ought to really be privileged to be invited to
the home of the King to take the bread and the cup.

Then he deals with the ordinance of baptism and then he
deals with this whole business of prayer. Listen to what he
has to say about prayer:

(Knowing the Face of God: Deepening Your Personal
Relationship with God by Tim Stafford)

Personal communion in conversation does not depend on
exchanging information; it does not even depend on hearing a
response. Personal communion is a matter of being together
and talking about the things that matter most. The deepest
and oldest friends commune in this way.

Here, I believe, is the key to understanding what is most
personal in prayer. We do not pray to tell God what he does
not know, nor to remind him of things he has forgotten. He
already cares for the things we pray about; his attention to
them has never flagged from the beginning, and his
understanding is unfathomable. He has simply been waiting
for us to care about them with him. When we pray, [get this]
we stand by God and look with him toward those people and
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problems.
p. 62

In other words, prayer is not coming to God with the panic
button and saying, “Oh God! If You don’t do something it’s all
going to fall apart! Oh God! Please, I've got all the faith I can!
Save my child and I'm begging You and I'm pleading with You
in this regard!”

That 1s not biblical prayer.

How do we commune? We focus on the challenges that are
before us, we talk about personal things.

So what we’re saying is, it’s taking things and looking at them
from the DIVINE PERSPECTIVE and looking at them with
our dearest friend as we commune over these circumstances
that surround us and concern us.

Bingham Hunter wrote a book called The God Who Hears and
1t’s on prayer. Listen to what he says:

(The God Who Hears by W. Bingham Hunter)

You should know before you go further that I passionately
disagree with the notion that prayer is a way to get from God
what we want. Christian prayer, as explained in Scripture,
seems something else entirely: Prayer is a means God uses to
give us what he wants.

p. 12
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As we commune with Him together.
Bob Foster said:

(Essentials of Discipleship by Francis M. Cosgrove, Jr.)

... “prayer 1s the voice of your life. Where you are spiritually is
revealed in how you pray.”
p. 19

And old A.J. Gordon, that great prayer warrior said:

(Discipleship: The Price and the Prize by Jack Mayhall)

... “You can do more than pray after you have prayed, but you
cannot do more than pray until you have prayed
p. 67

Let’s look at a scriptural illustration of the difference between
the kind of prayers we hear, us as Christians, constantly
agonizing before God over and what real prayer 1is.

Remember Genesis 18? Abraham and Sarah had been patient.
At the ten-year mark, they went ahead and tried to have a
baby themselves and Hagar—the Egyptian maid—had
Ishmael. Now it’s twenty-five years and here’s Abraham 100
years old and his wife is 90. And finally in Genesis 18, these
three messengers come and in the fellowship and the
conversation the angelic messengers—and also the angel of

15



the Lord—said to Abraham: “You're going to be a daddy next
year at this time of the year. Sarah is going to have a baby.”
(see Genesis 18:20-33)

But what then does the Lord do after that promise?

The Lord says to Abraham, “You know the sin of the city of
the plains has come before me. I need to go down there and
see 1f it’s really as bad as I think it 1s.” And Abraham knows
that’s enough from the Lord that those cities are going to be
destroyed.

Now is he affected by the destruction of those two cities? Why
did his nephew Lot make a decision to choose the well-watered
plains of Jordan? And he and his wife and their children are
all living down there so they’re going to be affected by this.

So while they’re communing—now get the picture—this is not
Abraham on his knees with his hands folded looking up into

the face of the Lord saying these things. They’re both looking
over the plains of Jordan as they commune.

Abraham says, “Well, will not the judge of the whole earth do
the right thing?”

And of course the answer to that 1s—“Why of course!”

“Well then Lord, if there’s fifty righteous people down there,
you wouldn’t destroy that city, would you?”
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“Why no I wouldn’t destroy that city for fifty.”

Anyone remember how Abraham in his communion with the
Lord just kind of drops the number, “Well Lord, forty-five?”

“I wouldn’t for forty-five.”
“How about forty? Would You do it for thirty? Twenty? Ten?”

And here they are communing together and Abraham knows
when he gets to ten that’s as far as he’s going to go. And sure
enough, tomorrow morning the smoke of annihilation and
destruction of those two cities rises on the horizon and
Abraham knows that the Lord is the judge of all the earth and
He does that which is right. And this was the right thing to do
in these circumstances as they commune together.

Now, let’s go on from there—verse 4.

v. 4 And the smoke of the incense went up together
with the prayers of the saints before God out of the
hand of the angel.

“And the smoke of the incense went up together with the
prayers of the saints before God out of the hand of the angel.”

It’s a beautiful thought now to see our prayers ascend before
Him.
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v. 5 And the angel has taken the censer; and filled it
with the fire of the altar and threw it to the earth;
and there followed crashes of thunder and
rumblings and flashes of lightning and an
earthquake.

“And the angel has taken the censer; and He filled it"—kind of’
like a golden bucket.

“and He filled it with the fire of the altar and He threw 1t into
the earth;”—and as a result—"“and there followed crashes of
thunder and rumblings and flashes of lightning and an
earthquake.”

All of these things indicate a storm is coming.

2 Thessalonians 1:8, 9

in flaming fire, taking vengeance on those who do not wish to
know our God...

Now the time of judgment has arrived. Let’s get into it.
v. 6 And the seven angels who are having the seven
trumpets prepared themselves in order that they

might sound them.

“And the seven angels who are having the seven trumpets
prepared themselves in order that they might sound them.”
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Are these things all done meticulously, perfectly timed and in
order? Each thing falls in sequence.

v. 7 And the first sounded his trumpet, and there came
hail and fire, having been mixed with blood, and
they were thrown to the earth; and a third of the
earth was burnt up, and a third of the trees was
burnt up, and all the green grass was burnt up.

“And the first sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and
fire, having been mixed with blood, and they were thrown to
the earth; and a third of the earth was burnt up, and a third of
the trees was burnt up, and all the green grass was burnt up.”
Okay, what do we have?

We have “hail,”

we have “fire,”

we have “blood,”

and we have one “third” of earth trees and all the green grass.

Now let’s look at a verse from the book of Exodus that
parallels this very first trumpet. It’s the seventh plague.

Exodus 9:22

The Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the
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sky so that hail will fall all over Egypt—on men and animals
and on everything growing in the fields of Egypt.”

And the hail fell and of course a lot of people caught out in the
fields in the hail storm lost their lives. That’s the blood that’s
mixed with the hail here. There are those who die from the
hail storm.

God also used “hail” when Joshua asked the Lord to extend
the day so he could win the battle that he was fighting in
Joshua 10. And this 1s what we read;:

Joshua 10:11

As they fled before Israel on the road down from Beth Horon
to Azekah, the Lord hurtled large hailstones down on them
from the sky, and more of them died from the hailstones than
were killed by the swords of the Israelites.

This has a devastating effect. It takes one third of all of these
things and “all the green grass” is affected by what has
happened.

The next time it hails it’s really going to get our attention—
does 1t every time. Well stop and think, 1s this the big one? Is
1t really going to happen?

We get along a little further in the book of Revelation, we're
going to see some 125 pounders that are falling so we really
haven’t seen too much yet in these beginning verses.
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Alright, now let’s move on to the next one in verse 8.

v. 8 And the second angel sounded his trumpet, and
something like a huge mountain burning with fire
was thrown into the sea; and a third of the sea
became blood;

“And the second angel sounded his trumpet, and something
like a huge mountain burning with fire was thrown into the
sea; and a third of the sea became blood;”

Now we can put Exodus 7:20 there. Here Moses experiences
turning the river into blood at that point.

Now let’s don’t spend a lot of time trying to figure out what
this mass is that falls into the sea.

The thing we need to do is, when we see historical events, to
say, “These things could happen because this happened.” Then
we're okay.

J. Vernon, talking about this particular trumpet, says:

This literal mass falls in the literal sea and one third
becomes literal blood and one third of all the literal living
creatures in the literal sea die a literal death. Nothing could
be plainer. Also, one third of the literal ships of all literal
nations are literally destroyed.

(source unknown)
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v. 9 and a third of the creatures which were in the sea
died, the ones having life; and a third of the ships
were destroyed.

“and a third of the creatures which were in the sea died, the
ones having life; and a third of the ships were destroyed.”

v. 10 And the third angel sounded his trumpet, and a
great meteor fell out of heaven, blazing like a torch.
and it fell upon a third of the rivers and upon the
springs of waters;

“And the third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great
meteor’—maybe this other one was a meteor too, we don’t
know—"“fell out of heaven, blazing like a torch,”—WHY?

Anything that enters the earth’s atmosphere, we have learned
in trying to recover our spaceships, must have a heatshield.
There 1s this “blazing...torch”:

“and 1t fell upon a third of the rivers and upon the springs of
waters;”

Jeremiah 9:14, 15

Instead, they have followed the stubbornness of their hearts;
they have followed the Baals, as their fathers taught them.”
Therefore, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel,
says: “I will make this people eat bitter food and drink
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poisoned waters.
In Psalm 69 we read:

Psalm 69:21

They put gall in my food
and they gave me vinegar for my thirst,

What did man do to Christ when He hung upon the Cross?
When He cried, “I thirst!” They give Him the bitter vinegar,
the gall, to drink.

There’s obviously a parallel to Exodus 15 here—verses 23-
25—when the children of Israel get to Marah, and the waters
there in a time of great thirst are bitter. And remember what
Moses does? He cuts down the tree and throws it into the
waters and the waters become sweet.

In Christ’s first coming, He made sweet the bitter waters. And
here in this judgment He takes that which is sweet and He
makes it bitter.

Now maybe we are having a bitter experience. Would we be
willing enough to analyze our circumstances to see if maybe
we haven’t been drinking from the wrong fountain?

When we drink from the waters of the world, it will always

result in bitterness. Here in this situation it’s not only are

they unfruitful and unproductive, but they actually die from
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the result of drinking these bitter waters.

If we as a believer are drinking from the waters of life—
remember the woman at the well? She’d had five husbands
and the man she was living with wasn’t her husband. She’d
been drinking a lot of water, but she was bitter and resentful

and her whole life was changed from taking the Waters of
Life.

What characterizes the life of a person who’s drinking the
right water? Psalm 1 is a beautiful picture of that.

Psalm 1:3

He will be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that 1s going to bring forth its fruit in its season,
his leaf also shall not wither.

And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.

Now as this judgment i1s actually involving the water supply,
we read in verse 11:

v. 11 and the name of the meteor is called The
Wormwood; and a third of the waters became
wormwood; and many men died from the waters,
because they were made bitter.

“and the name of the meteor 1s called The Wormwood; and a
third of the waters became wormwood; and many men died
from the waters, because they were made bitter.”
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MacArthur, in his commentary on Revelation, says:

Testifying before a United Nations symposium on the
environment in Geneva, Jacques Piccard, Swiss marine
explorer, warned that if nothing is done to prevent it, the
oceans of the world will be dead before the end of the century.
It 1s reported that Sweden dumped seven thousand tons of
arsenic enclosed in concrete into the Baltic Sea in the 1930’s.
Scientists say there is enough arsenic involved to kill all the
people of the world three times over, should those concrete
vials [ever]| crumble.

(source unknown)

We don’t have to have a Chernobyl. We don’t have to have
concrete vials to tell us that the water supply 1s going to be
affected in this time of judgment. And we don’t have a list of
the fatalities, but we do know it says “many men died from the
waters.”

v. 12 And the fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a
third of the sun and a third of the moon and a third
of the stars were smitten, in order that a third of
them might be darkened and the day might not be
shining for a third of it, and the night in the same
way.

“And the fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the

sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were

smitten, in order that a third of them might be darkened and
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the day might not be shining for a third of it, and the night in
the same way.”

Now there is a plague in Exodus 10 when there is total
darkness—complete blackness—in the land of Egypt as one of
the plagues unfolds.

Now Matthew 24 in the Olivet Discourse, Christ says:

Matthew 24:29

Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun
be darkened, and the moon shall not give its light, and the
stars shall fall from heaven...

This 1s a judgment on the solar system. Now what does that
do to us? How do we relate to it?

The difference will be we have eight hours of daylight and
sixteen hours of darkness. What does that judgment do? That
judgment gets sinful man ready for his eternal destiny,

because his eternal destiny is in OUTER DARKNESS—total
darkness for ever and ever.

And it makes John 3:19-21 kind of come alive. Remember
when Nicodemus and Jesus are talking and they just get
finished with their conversation and Jesus has been talking
about the new birth. He says:

John 3:19-21
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“This 1s the condemnation, light has come into the world, and
men love darkness rather than light; because their deeds are
evil. And everyone that doeth evil hateth the light, neither
cometh to the light, list his deeds should be reproved. But a
person who comes to the light, and lets his deeds be
manifested as having been wrought in God.

This man is the man who was walking in the light, and when
we walk 1n the light of course—according to 1 John—we're

having fellowship with Him. And the blood of Christ 1s
cleansing us from all sin.

Now the clock has changed. There are 16 hours of darkness
and only 8 of light.

Is there something in this passage that’s troubling? Is there
anything that seems kind of weird? Something that we would
express in a different way if we were telling 1t?

Realize we have just gotten through reading the fraction “a
third” twelve times in twelve verses? Just to think—*a
third...a third... a third...a third.” Why did we get hung up on
“a third”?

Well, if we talk to somebody who’s not a Christian, who says,
“Boy that God sure is mean! Wiping out a third! And a third!
And a third!”

As a believer we're saying, God in His marvelous love and
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grace left two thirds when He had a right to take the whole
thing. In the flood He did take the whole thing.

Isn’t it amazing how much God loves us? Through this series
of judgments, they’ve been hard to talk about, but they're
going to come in view of the justice of God so that we can see
that God still loves us. And that He would allow twelve times
in twelve verses us to recognize that only a part is being
taken! He could have taken the whole thing but He chose not
to do that in His love and His grace.

Let’s chase through some scriptures:

(Genesis 18:25

“...Will not the Judge of all the earth do that which is right?”

2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not willing that any should perish...

Jonah 3:10

When God saw that they turned from their evil ways and he
had compassion and he did not bring the destruction upon
them.

Lamentations 3:22, 23

It 1s of the Lord’s mercies we’re not consumed,
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because his compassions fail not.
They are new every morning;
great 1s thy faithfulness.

Psalm 103:8

The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in love.

Ever read Psalm 136? Psalm 136 1s 26 verses long and every
verse ends the same way. It’s like God says, “I'm saying this

26 times!” What does He say 26 times in 26 verses in Psalm
1367

“His love endures forever.”

Isn’t that great? It’s like everything happens, “His love
endures forever.”

“His love endures forever’—and 26 times He says it! That’s
the thought that’s behind the fact that in each of these
trumpet judgments God doesn’t go all the way or as far as He
has a right to go in the judgment.

Now remember that the study ends with a WARNING. And
our last verse 1s that warning.

v. 13 And I saw, and I heard an eagle flying in mid-
heaven, saying with a great (loud) voice, “Woe! Woe!
Woe! to those who are dwelling upon the earth,
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because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of
the three angels who are about to be sounding.”

“And I saw, and I heard an eagle flying in mid-heaven, saying
with a great (loud) voice ‘Woe! Woe! Woe!”—trumpet five, six
and seven—"“to those who are dwelling upon the earth,
because of the remaining blasts of the trumpet of the three
angels who are about to be sounding.”

Tune in for the next exciting episode in the drama of divine
judgment in the book of Revelation.

Before we look at the lessons, let’s read some words that John
Piper wrote in his book Desiring God: Meditations of a
Christian Hedonist. He says:

(Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist by John
Piper)

The hardened disobedience of men’s hearts leads not to
the frustration of God’s plans, but to their fruition.

p. 27

In the end one must finally come to see that if there is a
God in heaven, there is no such thing as mere coincidence, not
even in the smallest affairs of life:

“The lot 1s cast into the lap, but the decision is wholly from the
Lord” (Proverbs 16:33). Not one sparrow “will fall to the
ground without your Father’s will” ...
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p. 28

What are we saying? It’s dawning friends and it’s time to
break our neck for home. We're squatters in a strange land.
We are pilgrims passing through. This isn’t all there i1s. The
best is yet to be and it lies beyond life here and in His
presence.

In view of this message, remember:

1 Chronicles 12:32

the men of Issacher understood what Israel should do...
And because of that, they were able to order their lives.

Romans 13:11

It’s high time to wake out of sleep, for the day of our salvation
1s nearer than when we believed.

Hebrews 2:3

how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? ...

2 Corinthians 6:2

...now 1s “the accepted time,” now 1s “the day of salvation.”

John 12:48
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“He who rejects Me and My word has one that judges him; the
word that I have spoken shall judge him in the last day.

Listen to the words of the old hymn writer:

While we pray and while we plead,
While you see your soul’s deep need,
While our Father calls you home,
Will you not, my brother, come?

You have wandered far away,
Do not risk another day.

Do not turn from God thy face,
But today accept His grace.

In the world you've failed to find
Aught of peace for troubled mind.

Come to Christ, on Him believe,
Peace and joy you shall receive.

Come to Christ, confession make,
Come to Christ, and pardon take.
Trust in Him from day to day,
He’ll keep you all the way.

[And then the chorus is just a repetition of the question.]
Why not now?

(source unknown)
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Why don’t we do that? Why don’t we make that decision now

and realize the joy that can be ours in a personal relationship
with the Lord Jesus Christ?

Now these are the five lessons we got out of those verses.

Lesson #1: The silence in heaven 1s a prelude to severe
judgment.

Lesson #2: Our prayers ascend to the Father in the form of a
sweet smelling incense.

Lesson #3: There 1s a similarity between the plagues in Egypt
in the book of Exodus and the trumpets in the book of
Revelation.

Lesson #4: The judgments are becoming increasingly more
severe as we progress through the book.

Lesson #5: The shelter from divine wrath is in a person—the
Lord Jesus Christ.

He 1s available for our protection, to make provision, and to
give us His personal attention.

There 1s a legend that Satan called all of his demonic forces

together with one purpose in mind, and that is to keep people

from ever getting their hearts right with God. And there were

several suggestions that were made, we’ll look at only three.
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The first suggestion on the floor was, “We’ll tell mankind
there 1s no heaven.” And the second suggestion put up to the
floor was, “We’ll tell them there 1s no hell.” And the third was,
“We'll tell them there is no hurry.”

And we obviously are aware of the one they chose.

If we're feeling there 1s no hurry, we’re in trouble. We ought to
be breaking our necks for home. And as believers, we ought to
be the most highly motivated people in the world, not talking
so much about what we’ve been through and what we’ve
suffered, but about what we have—salvation in Jesus Christ.

According to Florence Littauer, this is exactly where we need
to be 1in light of what we’ve read as believers:

(The Best of Florence Littauer by Marilyn Heavilin)

A ninety-six-year-old lady was a faithful attendant at my
women’s club Bible studies. She came with her lessons
prepared and [she] knew all the answers. One day a tactless
member asked her, “Why do you work so hard on these lessons
when you're so old and it doesn’t matter?”

Little Bess Elkins looked up and said confidently, “I'm
cramming for my finals.”

p. 95

Yes, we need to be cramming for our finals.
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Father, thank You for Your Word. We pray that we would be
refreshed by the two-thirds that’s unaffected more than the
one-third that has been lost. May we see again the stimulating
manifestation of Your grace and Your love that endures
forever. You are so patient with us, both in our personal lives
and in our eternal destiny. We're overwhelmed with Your
goodness. We pray if there’s someone who is really struggling
with these things, they’ll make the decision to invite Christ
into their lives. And then Father we pray as believers we
would be really cramming for the finals, we would be those
who are buying up every opportunity to talk about our
salvation which we have received through our relationship
with the Lord Jesus Christ. For it’s in His name we pray.
Amen.
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A Practical Study of REVELATION:
Bible Prophecy
“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Twelve — The Seal and Trumpet
Judgments — Revelation 8:1-13 NOTES

v. 1 And when He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in
heaven for about half an hour.

v. 2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven
trumpets were given to them.

v. 3 And another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a
golden censer; and much incense was given to him, in order that
he might add it to the prayers of all the saints upon the golden
altar which is before the throne.

v. 4 And the smoke of the incense went up together with the
prayers of the saints before God out of the hand of the angel.

v. 5 And the angel has taken the censer; and filled it with the fire
of the altar and threw it to the earth; and there followed crashes of
thunder and rumblings and flashes of lightning and an
earthquake.

v. 6 And the seven angels who are having the seven trumpets
prepared themselves in order that they might sound them.

v. 7 And the first sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and
fire, having been mixed with blood, and they were thrown to the
earth; and a third of the earth was burnt up, and a third of the
trees was burnt up, and all the green grass was burnt up.

v. 8 And the second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like
a huge mountain burning with fire was thrown into the sea; and a
third of the sea became blood,;

v. 9 and a third of the creatures which were in the sea died, the
ones having life; and a third of the ships were destroyed.

v. 10 And the third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great meteor
fell out of heaven, blazing like a torch, and it fell upon a third of
the rivers and upon the springs of waters;
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NOTES

v. 11 and the name of the meteor is called The Wormwood; and a
third of the waters became wormwood; and many men died from
the waters, because they were made bitter.

v. 12 And the fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the
sun and a third of the moon and a third of the stars were smitten,
in order that a third of them might be darkened and the day might
not be shining for a third of it, and the night in the same way.

v. 13 And I saw, and I heard an eagle flying in mid-heaven, saying
with a great (loud) voice, “Woe! Woe! Woe! to those who are
dwelling upon the earth, because of the remaining blasts of the
trumpet of the three angels who are about to be sounding.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Revelation 8:1-13 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. What is the response to the opening of the seventh seal in
verses 1 & 27

3. Describe the picture in verses 3-5.
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4. What happens when the first trumpet is sounded?

5. What happens when the second trumpet 1s sounded?

6. What happens when the third trumpet is sounded?

7. What happens when the fourth trumpet 1s sounded?

8. What is the message of the eagle in verse 13?
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9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: The silence in heaven is a prelude to severe
judgment.

LESSON #2: Our prayers ascend to the Father in the form of
a sweet smelling incense.

LESSON #3: There is a similarity between the plagues in

Egypt in the book of Exodus and the trumpets here in
Revelation.
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LESSON #4: The judgments are becoming increasingly more
severe as we progress through the book of Revelation.

LESSON #5: The shelter from divine wrath i1s in a person—
the Lord Jesus Christ. He 1s available for your protection,
to make provision, and to give you His personal attention.
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