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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number Thirteen – The Trumpet Judgments – 

Revelation 9:1-21 

Don’t think for a minute that we’re playing with fantasy or 

that we’re trying to manipulate anyone in the spiritual realm. 

What we’re talking about is very real. It does exist and 

therefore as we study the passage, don’t follow the temptation 

to deny the reality of it just because it’s not something 

relatable from a human point of view. 

Matthew 24:21 

from then there will be great tribulation such as not been seen 

since the beginning. 

In 1895, the president of the Graham and Martin 

Transportation Company decided to send one of his wooden 

ships on a daring mid-winter crossing of Lake Michigan. But 

early on the morning of departure, he panicked when he read 

the barometer. It was at 28, the lowest he had ever seen. It 

meant that a terrible storm was coming. Immediately he sent 

a telegram to the dock in Milwaukee, ordering the ship to stay 

in port. The message arrived too late—moments after the ship 
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had cleared the harbor. 

 Later that morning the storm broken in [its] full fury, 

smashing the ship against massive ice floes, and sending it to 

an icy grave. A bottle was found on shore with this note: “All 

is lost…Captain and clerk are swept off and we have had a 

hard time of it. 10:15 o’clock. Goodbye.” 

(from Our Daily Bread, February 7, year unknown) 

 

There are going to be those times and those places and those 

seasons when these things that we’re talking about are going 

to be fulfilled. Now the church is already gone. They’re home 

in Glory. And we mean by the church, everybody who knows 

Christ as Savior. 

 

In chapter 6 we began the breaking of the seals and the 

beginning of a seven-year period called the Great Tribulation 

or Daniel’s 70th week, the Day of the Lord, the Time of Jacob’s 

Trouble.  

 

The first 3 1/2 year period of that was the breaking of the six 

seals in chapter 6.  

 

In chapter 7 we sealed 144,000 and we saw the martyrs in 

heaven who had died during the period because of their faith 

in Christ. 

 

And then in chapter 8 we resumed the breaking of the seventh 

seal and the blowing of four of the trumpet judgments. 

 

When we finished in our last study, we were at chapter 8 
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verse 13 and we heard these words: 

 

Revelation 8:13 

 

… “Woe! Woe! Woe! to the inhabitants on the earth, for the 

three trumpets that are about to sound.” 

 

So there are three more to go. We’re only going to sound two of 

them now. “Woe!” number 1 and “Woe!” number 2, as we come 

into chapter 9.  

 

So we’re going to deal with trumpets 5 and 6 in the series. 

Let’s pick up at verse 1 and we’ll move right along together. 

 

v. 1 And the fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw 

a star from heaven which had fallen to the earth; 

and the key of the shaft of the abyss was given to 

him. 

 

“And the fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star 

from heaven which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the 

shaft of the abyss was given to him.” 

 

Now this “star” that had fallen “from heaven…to the earth” 

did not fall while John was looking at it. That’s in the 

PERFECT TENSE—the verb tense. The star’s already 

fallen—he saw it. 

 

Now when we use the term “star” we use it in TWO WAYS. 

We say: 
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1. “Aren’t the stars beautiful tonight?”—and we think of an 

astronomical entity. 

 

Or we can say: 

 

2. “That person is really a star in Hollywood” or “really a 

star on the football field”—so we then think of a person. 

 

And that’s the way the Bible does it. It would refer to 

something in the heavens or it would refer to a person. We’re 

talking about a PERSON in this “star.” And this person is 

referred to by Jesus in: 

 

Luke 10:18 

 

And he said to them, “I was watching Satan fall from heaven 

like lightning. 

 

Now Isaiah 14 even describes it more graphically: 

 

Isaiah 14:12-15 

 

How you have fallen from heaven, 

O morning star, son of the dawn! 

You have been cast down to the earth, 

you who once laid low the nations! 

 

You said in your heart, 

“I will ascend to heaven; 
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I will raise my throne 

above the stars of God;… 

 

So the “star” that is in verse 1 is SATAN himself. He has “the 

key [to] the abyss.” Now this is really a “shaft of the abyss.” 

It’s like up in Colorado when you go down the shaft into a 

mine. This is a long shaft, evidently leading to this abyss. 

 

Now we need to talk for just a little bit about what this 

“abyss” is in order that we can get oriented and understand 

what’s going on. Evidently this “abyss” is the place where all 

those angels that fell with Satan when he fell are reserved for 

judgment. It’s a prison house, literally. 

 

Let’s look at two verses of scripture. Don’t fantasize it. Don’t 

dream it. It is very, very real. These are the verses: 

 

2 Peter 2:4 

 

If God spared not the angels when they sinned, but cast them 

down to the abyss, and committed them to pits of darkness to 

be reserved unto judgment… 

 

Jude 6 

 

angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own 

habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting bonds under 

darkness unto the judgment of that great day. 

 

So this is the place where all of these fallen angels are held 
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(imprisoned) until the time of judgment for them that’s going 

to come in the future. 

 

Now we know as much as we can about Satan. We realize that 

he is a powerful being. We realize that he has every purpose 

against us becoming believers. He would do everything that he 

could to thwart that. He changes beauty into ugliness. He uses 

drugs to destroy men’s minds.  

 

Probably the best way to show us what Satan does is to read a 

passage of scripture in Isaiah 61 and then reverse it. It really 

tells a story. We read this: 

 

Isaiah 61:1-3 

 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is upon me, 

Because the Lord has anointed me 

to preach good news to the poor. 

…to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim freedom for the captives, 

release from darkness for the prisoners, 

…comfort all who mourn, 

…bestow on them a crown of beauty 

instead of ashes, 

oil of gladness 

instead of mourning, 

a garment of praise 

instead of a spirit of despair. 

 

Now what does the Lord do then? When we read that we see 
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several things: 

 

He binds up broken hearts, 

 

He proclaims freedom for the captives, 

 

He proclaims and provides release for the prisoners, 

 

He provides comfort for all who mourn, 

 

He gives us a crown of beauty instead of ashes, 

 

Oil of gladness instead of mourning, and 

 

a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 

 

Alright, just flop that over and we have just exactly what we 

can expect when Satan’s messing around in our life and he 

has free reign to accomplish his purposes. 

 

He leaves in a wake of those who are brokenhearted—they are 

captives. They are now held and imprisoned to do his will and 

his purpose. 

 

They mourn and their beauty has been turned into ashes, and 

their gladness into mourning, and their praise into despair. 

That’s exactly the way he works. 

 

Now let’s look at a couple of passages: 
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2 Timothy 3:1-5 

 

Realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For 

men will be lovers of self and lovers of money, boastful, 

arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 

unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-

control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, 

conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; holding 

to a form of godliness, although they have denied the power; 

avoid men like this. 

 

And then 1 Timothy gives us the warning: 

 

1 Timothy 4:1 

 

But the Spirit explicitly says that in the last times some will 

fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits 

and doctrines of demons. 

 

There has been a horrendous upward swing in the interest in 

satanic and occult activities.  

 

Randall Baer, after he wrote this book, he got an awful lot of 

flak from the New Age movement because he exposed them. 

But he died in a traffic accident in New Mexico shortly after 

an interview about this particular book. So it’s kind of 

frightening, kind of scary. Listen to what he says after fifteen 

years in the New Age: 

 

(Inside the New Age Nightmare by Randall N. Baer) 
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 Looking back on my 15 long, intensive years in the New 

Age, it is clear how Satan tempted a naive, searching 

teenager, seduced a well-meaning, but blinded truth-seeker, 

and bound a man in chains with each step of a meteoric New 

Age career. The tragic poignancy of this entire scenario is that 

I truly believed through all this that the New Age did indeed 

hold ultimate truth and spiritual supremacy. 

 Not until I had a dramatic encounter with the devouring 

face of darkness behind all of the beautiful counterfeits did I 

begin to suspect that Satan is the author of the New Age. The 

saddest part of all is that millions and millions of New Agers 

today haven’t a clue to the fact that they are caught up in a 

masterful, powerful delusion that leads only to the lake of fire. 

Today, my heart still breaks when I think of all the people, 

young and old, who are flocking toward the false light of the 

New Age like moths to a flame. 

p. 75  

 

And there are countless people in America who are caught up 

in it. We can find it in yoga and in health foods. We can find it 

in stress management seminars in major corporations. We can 

find it in a course of miracles, which is being presented all 

over the country as the key to solving all your problems. Have 

someone channel some of the spirits so that we can hear them 

speak. They’re believing in reincarnation—that we don’t only 

go around once but we go around many times and get many 

opportunities. 

 

There are those who are involved in the occult and the drug 
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culture. With the wedding of the East and the West together, 

we have a great satanic delusion that is sweeping countless 

millions of people on the face of the earth into the net of this 

New Age movement. And that’s what Randall Baer is saying 

here. So this is relevant to what we’re talking about, and it’s 

very real. 

 

v. 2 And he opened the shaft of the abyss; and smoke 

went up out of the shaft, like smoke of a great 

furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by 

the smoke of the shaft.  

 

“And he opened the shaft of the abyss; and smoke went up out 

of the shaft, like smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and 

the air were darkened by the smoke of the shaft.” 

 

That’s kind of like when Mt. Saint Helens popped off in the 

Pacific Northwest. It was a massive black cloud and it just 

covered ash everywhere. People were going around with these 

hospital masks to breathe so they wouldn’t get all of this crud 

in their lungs and in their breathing systems. And also doing 

everything they could to avoid the clogging and everything 

else that came from this massive dark cloud that exploded. 

 

John can’t see very well. He’s looking through smoke. His eyes 

must be burning as he tries to describe what he sees here 

when this “shaft of the abyss” is opened and the smoke fills 

the air. 

 

He uses the word “like” THIRTEEN TIMES in these verses, so 
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he’s trying to build a bridge from the KNOWN to the 

UNKNOWN. None of us have had this experience. We can’t 

relate to this and so John is on the front line trying to tell us 

what he’s seeing here at this particular point. 

 

Remember the story of the wild man of Gadara? How Jesus 

meets him and the demons actually recognize Jesus as the 

Son of God? And when Jesus casts them out of this guy, they 

plead with him in Luke 8:31 that they would not be sent back 

to the abyss. In other words, they don’t want to go back there 

to that horrible place.  

 

Remember what they begged? They begged that they could be 

put right in those hogs. They went into these hogs and the 

hogs went down and drowned themselves in the sea. And by 

the way, that’s the first time in the Bible we have deviled 

ham, but that’s beside the point. 

 

Satan incarnates animals to express himself. He uses a 

serpent in the Garden of Eden. Here in this situation, they’re 

kind of locust-like creatures that we’re going to see. Let’s look 

at them—verse 3. 

 

v. 3 And out of the smoke locusts came forth into the 

earth, and power was given to them like the power 

which the scorpions of the earth are having.  

 

“And out of the smoke locusts came forth into the earth, and 

power was given to them like the power which the scorpions of 

the earth are having.” 
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Kind of like Carlsbad Caverns. At night when it gets dark and 

the sky is blackened with the bats that come flying out of the 

cave, that’s the picture. These infernal cherubim—they come 

flying out. These angelic beings that have fallen come flying 

out of the abyss and they look like scorpions on the earth. 

 

v. 4 And they were told that they should not damage 

(harm) the grass of the earth, nor any plant (green 

thing), nor any tree, but only the men who are not 

having the seal of God upon their foreheads.  

 

“And they were told that they should not damage (harm) the 

grass of the earth, nor any plant (green thing), nor any tree, 

but only the men who are not having the seal of God upon 

their foreheads.” 

 

Now the last four trumpets have all had to do with the 

EARTH.  

 

Remember we had the grass, we had the rivers, we had the 

sun, the moon and the stars all affected in these first four 

trumpets. Nothing happened to mankind.  

 

Now these two actually focus on men here in what’s getting 

ready to happen. But there is an exception, isn’t there? He 

said, in this don’t harm that and “only the men who are not 

having the seal of God on their foreheads.” 

 

Now we know why He sealed 144,000 back in chapter 7—
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because He knew that this was coming and He wanted to have 

them protected. 

 

Now does the thought that we’re talking about Satan and 

Satan’s activities scar us? Does it give us that gnawing fear in 

the gut that, because we’re studying this stuff that we might 

really have a rough time and bad things will happen because 

we look at it? That’s human nature, isn’t it?  

 

We are intimidated by studies like this because we know 

there’s something out there and we’re just scared that we’re 

going to be victims of it. We’ve kind of got this idea that we 

believe in the sovereignty of God but we also believe in the 

ability of Satan to sneak up and do something behind God’s 

back. 

 

Remember that in this study every one of Satan’s activities 

are under sovereign restraint. They are told what they can do, 

they’re told how long they can do it, and they’re told how far 

they can go. 

 

When Satan is seen with Job, the Lord says to Satan: “You 

can do anything you want but don’t kill him.” There is 

sovereign restraint.  

 

Anything that happens in our life God has allowed it under 

His sovereign control for some purpose. Even though we don’t 

understand it, His sovereignty still prevails. 

 

The same seal on the 144,000 is just as vital and important in 
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the Spirit of God sealing us. In God’s sovereign purpose we 

have been sealed for the day of redemption and Satan cannot 

touch us beyond the sovereign purpose of God. It has got to be 

permitted by Him before any act of suffering or any adversity 

can touch our lives.  

 

Now if we die today, remember that it was in God’s purpose to 

take us home. Whether Satan was involved in that doesn’t 

make any difference. God’s sovereign purpose is accomplished 

and we are to apply our lives to wisdom. We too have been 

sealed by His Spirit so don’t let that scare you. 

 

“God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of 

love and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) 

 

What is it?  

 

1 John 4:17 

 

Mature love casts out fear… 

 

As we grow up in our love with the Lord we no longer fear. 

 

Now notice verse 5. 

 

v. 5 And it was given to them (a charge) that they 

should not kill them, but that they should be 

tortured five months; and their torture is like the 

torture of a scorpion when it stings a man.  
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“And it was given to them (a charge) that they should not kill 

them, but that they should be tortured five months; and their 

torture is like the torture of a scorpion when it stings a man.” 

 

v. 6 And in those days men shall seek death and shall 

not find it, and they shall long to die and death is 

fleeing from them.  

 

“And in those days men shall seek death and shall not find it, 

and they shall long to die and death is fleeing from them.” 

 

Now what John is going to do in verses 7-10 is he’s going to 

start at the HEAD and he’s going to go to the TAIL—and he’s 

going to give us an 8-FOLD DESCRIPTION of these creatures 

that he sees. And so realize the reality of it. Realize they are 

fallen angels, demonic forces and they have been unleashed 

under this fifth trumpet for the express purpose of tormenting 

man on the earth for five months. Okay, that’s the picture. 

Here we go. 

 

v. 7 And the appearances of the locusts were like horses 

which have been prepared for war; and upon their 

heads, as it were, crowns like gold, and their faces 

were like the faces of men.  

 

1. “And the appearances of the locusts were like”—this word 

is going to occur many times here—“horses which have been 

prepared for war;” 

 

Horses are the epitome of defiance. They’re pawing the 
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ground. They’re ready to be unleashed and to go into battle. 

Highly medal steeds—that’s the picture he sees. 

 

2. “and upon their heads, as it were, crowns like gold,”—

they’re invincible. 

 

No medical research, no doctor can come up with a cure for the 

sting. Everybody suffers it. They can’t be alleviated from the 

pain of it. 

 

3. “and their faces were like the faces of men.”—that’s scary. 

 

In that they have intelligence. They look at us and they’re 

aware of what they’re doing. 

 

v. 8 And they were having hair like the hair of women, 

and their teeth were like those of lions.  

 

4. “And they were having hair like the hair of women,”—

there is something seductively attractive about these ugly 

creatures.  

 

That’s still true today. Isn’t there just a little tiny hook in 

reading the astrological chart and our horoscope and playing 

with the Ouija boards and messing with the stuff, to just see if 

there might be something in it? And then to see if it does 

happen the way we read it? 

 

That’s the kind of seductive hook that Satan uses here. 

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



17 

 

“And they are having hair like women”—there’s just 

something horribly attractive about these creatures that are a 

fascination to man. 

 

5. “and their teeth were like those of lions.”—is the fifth 

thing he says about them. 

 

They rend, they tear, they destroy. 

 

v. 9 And they were having breastplates like 

breastplates of iron; and the sound of their wings 

was like the sound of chariots, of many horses 

running into battle.  

 

6. “And they were having breastplates like breastplates of 

iron;” 

 

This means they’re immune to destruction, but it also means 

where they ought to be tender and compassionate, they’re 

hard. 

 

There’s something about people who are involved in satanic 

activity that have a hardness of heart. They love to see and 

hear the shrieks of human suffering. The louder the shriek, 

the more tasty the morsel.  

 

And it just makes us want to back off from it. It just makes us 

feel horrible when we realize people caught up in this have no 

human feelings of compassion or tenderness toward others. 
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“they are having breastplates like breastplates of iron;” 

 

“They have their consciences seared with a hot iron.” (1 

Timothy 4:2) 

 

For they don’t even have any real feelings like we do. 

 

7. “the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of 

many horses running into battle.” 

 

We can’t get away from them! They’re able to move them out. 

And we try to get away from them and they get us. 

 

Ever been chased by a bunch of bees? Get some bees stirred up 

and they chase you.  

 

And that’s the picture here. They’ve got “wings”—mobility—

we can’t get away from them. They attack and they sting. 

 

v. 10 And they are having tails like scorpions and 

stings; and in their tails is their power to hurt men 

five months.  

 

8. “And they are having tails like scorpions and stings; and 

in their tails is their power to hurt men for five months.” 

 

And now the Holy Spirit mentions that TWICE, so that’s an 

important detail. 
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v. 11 They are having over them as king, the angel of 

the abyss; his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in 

the Greek he is having the name Apollyon.  

 

“They are having over them as king,”—this is the star back in 

verse 1—“the angel of the abyss; his name in Hebrew is 

Abaddon, and in the Greek he is having the name Apollyon.” 

 

Those two words—the Hebrew word and the Greek word—

both mean the same thing. They mean DESTROYER—and 

that’s exactly what he does. The purpose of Satan is to 

destroy. The purpose of the Lord is to save. 

 

v. 12 The first Woe is past; behold, two Woes are still 

coming after these things.  

 

“The first Woe is past; behold, two Woes are still coming after 

these things.” 

 

v. 13 And the sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I 

heard one voice out of the four horns of the golden 

altar which is before God,  

 

“And the sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard one 

voice out of the four horns of the golden altar which is before 

God,” 

 

Now we talked about “the golden altar” in our last study. Let’s 

have a little Tabernacle review here for just a second. The 

Tabernacle in the Old Testament, when we come into the 
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outer court, we see the great altar of sacrifice where they 

sacrificed the little lamb. Then right beyond that is the laver 

where they washed themselves. Then there is a big 

rectangular tent.  

 

When they went inside the first part of that tent, they were in 

what’s called the Holy Place. In the Holy Place, look to the left 

and there’s the 7-branch candlestick. Look to the right and 

there’s a table with 12 loaves of bread on it and right in front 

is the golden altar of incense—and that’s what we’re talking 

about. 

 

It’s on this “golden altar” of incense that the prayers ascend to 

God and are a fragrance to Him. We are getting ready to see 

the answer of prayers to those martyrs who said, “How long, O 

Lord, before you’re going to bring revenge on those who took 

our lives?” (see Revelation 6:10) 

 

Here comes the answer to that prayer in what’s going to 

happen now under this sixth trumpet. 

 

v. 14 saying to the sixth angel, the one having the 

trumpet, “Release the four angels who have been 

bound at the great river Euphrates.”  

 

“saying to the sixth angel, the one having the trumpet, 

‘Release the four angels who have been bound at the great 

river Euphrates.”’ 

 

Okay, who are these “four angels” and why the “river 
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Euphrates”?  

 

Well first of all, let’s talk about the “river Euphrates.” Why is 

it important?  

 

1. That’s where the Garden of Eden was.  

 

2. That’s where sin began.  

 

3. That’s where the first murder took place.  

 

4. That’s where Nimrod tried to build his tower to heaven. 

 

5. That’s where Babylon is located. 

 

This is the place where so many things took place. 

 

6. This is where Abram came from—the beginning of the 

Jewish, the Hebrew race. 

 

And so these “four angels” that are “bound” here are EVIL 

ANGELS waiting to be released to carry out their horrible 

mission. And this sixth “trumpet” allows them to do what 

they’re going to do. 

 

Just like there was a whale prepared for Jonah, so these “four 

angels” are prepared for this judgment. 

 

v. 15 And the four angels were released, who had been 

prepared for the hour and day and month and year, 
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in order that they might kill a third of the men 

(mankind).  

 

“And the four angels were released, who had been prepared” 

 

Is the Lord on schedule?  

 

“who had been prepared for the hour and the day and the 

month and the year, in order that they might kill a third of 

the men (mankind).” 

 

Now we had a fourth of mankind killed under the fourth seal. 

Now we’ve got “a third” more under this sixth trumpet. That 

means one-half of mankind—if there are four billion people—

two billion have died during this seven-year period. 

 

The sovereign hand of God is working again. We only have one 

“third.” Remember to focus on the two-thirds that are left. God 

is still a God of grace providing opportunities for people to 

respond. He doesn’t take them all. 

 

v. 16 And the number of the armies of the horsemen 

was two hundred million; I heard the number of 

them.  

 

“And the number of the armies of the horsemen was two 

hundred million; I heard the number of them.” 

 

Now some students of prophecy take this “two hundred 

million” and they say that is the army that is coming out of 
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the East against Israel—or out of the Orient. And that army is 

going to be “two hundred million.” 

 

Then they take a statement like this, that the Chinese made 

back in 1965 when they said we can put an army of 200 

million in the field. And they say this is that. 

 

When we play on the dramatic, when we play on happenings 

and saying this is that, then we’re locked into that.  

 

Scripture also says that in the final days they’re going to be 

saying, PEACE and SAFETY. We’re going to have to change 

our thinking toward possibly a world-wide democracy with a 

world-wide congress and a world-wide leader in order to fit 

into all of these things that are happening in Eastern Europe 

and around the world.  

 

We want to interpret it the way it is and read it the way it is. 

And there’s not any problem seeing these “two hundred 

million” as more of the demonic forces, simply because of 

what’s described here. It makes a lot more sense than to have 

to see this as an army necessarily of individuals who are 

coming out of the east two hundred million strong. 

 

We’ll see that as we go through it.  

 

v. 17 And after this manner I saw the horses in the 

vision, and those who are sitting upon them: having 

breastplates of the color of fire (fiery red) and of 

hyacinth (dark blue) and of sulphur (yellow); and 
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the heads of the horses are like the heads of lions; 

and out of their mouths is coming fire and smoke 

and sulphur.  

 

“And after this manner I saw the horses in the vision, and 

those who are sitting upon them: having breastplates”—

there’s those breastplates again. 

 

“of the color of fire (fiery red) and of hyacinth (dark blue) and 

of sulphur (yellow);” 

 

And there are red ones and there are blue ones and there are 

yellow ones! 

 

“and the heads of the horses are like the heads of lions; and 

out of their mouths is coming fire and smoke and sulphur.”  

 

We should take that as LITERAL. 

 

v. 18 By these three plagues a third of mankind was 

killed, by the fire and the smoke and the sulphur, 

which is coming out of their mouths.  

 

“By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the 

fire and the smoke and the sulphur, which is coming out of 

their mouths.” 

 

In these two trumpets we’re dealing with demonic forces that 

are unleashed upon mankind for the purposes of stinging 

them for five months and for a third of them to die as a result 
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of these two trumpets. That’s basically a capsule summary. 

 

Now notice verse 19 fits into that. 

 

v. 19 For the power of the horses is in their mouths and 

in their tails; for their tails are like snakes, having 

heads; and with them they are doing harm.  

 

“For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their 

tails;” 

 

Where their tails are, we normally think of hairy tails—“for 

their tails are like snakes,” 

 

“having heads; and with them they are doing harm.” 

 

And they have tails that “do harm.”—just like the tails of the 

scorpion. 

 

They are hurt by the front end and the back end of these 

creatures that are used to accomplish these satanic purposes 

and ultimately the will of God in the judgment that’s taking 

place. 

 

Now look at the response in these last couple of verses. 

 

v. 20 And the rest of the men (mankind), those who 

were not killed by these plagues, did not change 

their minds about the works of their hands, in 

order that they would not worship the demons, and 
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the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of 

stone and of wood, which are not able to be seeing 

nor hearing nor walking;  

 

“And the rest of the men (mankind), those who were not killed 

by these plagues, did not change their minds” 

 

They “did not change their minds about”—WHAT?—“the 

works of their hands, in order that they would not worship the 

demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of 

stone and of wood, which are not able to be seeing nor hearing 

nor walking;” 

 

No response from them in repentance or turning to the Lord!  

 

Psalm 115 says they worshiped these idols of silver and gold: 

 

Psalm 115:2-8 

 

…They have mouths, but they cannot speak, 

eyes, they cannot see; 

ears, but they cannot hear, 

noses, but they cannot smell; 

hands, but they cannot feel, 

feet, they cannot walk; 

nor can they utter a sound with their throats… 

 

Horrible, horrible picture of satanic activity. 

 

Our society is literally saturated with this sort of thing.  
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Joe White did some research on contemporary music and here 

are a few of the words—some of the lyrics—that come forth 

from some of this music: 

 

(Surviving Friendship Pressure by Joe White) 

 

I carry my crucifix 

Under my deathlist, 

Forward my mail to … hell. 

 

Our father  

Who ain’t in heaven 

Be thy name on the wild side… 

    —Motley Crue, “Wild Side” 

 

I believe in the devil, 

I believe in the devil’s child… 

    —Judas Priest, “Devil’s Child” 

 

Ain’t nothin’ I’d rather do, 

Goin’ down, it’s party time. 

My friends are going to be there, too. 

I’m on the highway to hell. 

     —AC/DC, “Highway to Hell” 

 

Now I have you under my power; 

Our love grows stronger now with every hour. 

Look into my eyes, 

You’ll see who I am. 
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My name is Lucifer; 

Please take my hand. 

    —Black Sabbath,  

    “N.I.B. — “Nativity in Black” 

 

 In the album “Bat Out of Hell,” the group Meat Loaf 

pictures demons and tells of a man who rides a bike out of 

Hades. The group’s lead singer says, “When I go on stage I get 

possessed.” 

pp. 109-110  

 

These kinds of things just really make the hair stand up on 

the back of our neck when we realize that our kids are 

messing in all that stuff. 

 

v. 21 and they did not change their mind about their 

murders nor about their magic arts nor about their 

immorality nor about their thefts.  

 

“and they did not change their mind about their murders nor 

about their magic arts nor about their immorality nor about 

their thefts.” 

 

Let’s talk about those FOUR THINGS for a second. What are 

the four things that “they did not change their minds about”? 

 

1. “murders”—we commit more homicides than any other 

country in the world. We abort more children and we’re also 

involved in satanic sacrifice. 
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See that word: 

 

2. “magic arts”—What is that? That’s the Greek word 

pharmakeia. That’s the word for “pharmacy.” That’s the whole 

drug culture and what’s involved in that whole scene. The 

channeling and everything else that’s going on in the New Age 

movement certainly fits under the “magic arts.” 

 

3. “their immorality”—we’re holding to homosexuality and 

free moral responsibility.  

 

4. “their thefts”—we steal, we take from one another. 

 

But far greater than that is that we are going to be guilty 

before God in our generation that we literally stole from our 

children the opportunity to be children and to grow up as 

children. 

 

Joe White says when a kid grows up in a typical American 

home he sees: 

 

(Orphans at Home by Joe White) 

 

… 18,000 murders, 75,000 scenes of physical intimacy 

between unmarried partners, 75,000 commercials whose basic 

message is “Take a pill for a problem,” and 66,000 

commercials that say “Drink alcohol for fun.” Those are the 

actual estimates of what a kid sees on television while 

growing up in the average American home. 

p. 37  
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Ludlow Porch in his book Who Cares About Apathy? says this: 

 

(Who Cares About Apathy? by Ludlow Porch) 

  

 TV has also stolen much from us. Today’s children, 

huddled around the TV set, are missing something that every 

previous generation has enjoyed--the magic of childhood 

imagination. How long has it been since you saw a child 

playing with that most wonderful of all toys, an empty 

refrigerator box? It could be an airplane, a submarine or a 

spaceship. Children don’t need to do that anymore. They can 

see real space ships on TV.  

 Some of the best summer days of my life were spent in the 

company of Captain Marvel, Spiderman, Plastic Man and 

Batman. If you could scrape up a dime, you could buy your 

favorite comic book. When you finished reading about your 

hero, you could trade it to a friend and on and on. TV killed 

the comic book as sure as a hog gives ham.  

 TV also killed marbles, kite flying and root-de-peg. TV 

killed kick-the-can, hopscotch, and paper dolls. It killed 

skinny dipping, dirt clod battles, and drive-in movies. It killed 

follow the leader, leap frog, and capture the flag.  

 Television’s biggest crime, however, is that children don’t 

read for fun anymore. That is truly, truly sad. It is sad 

because future generations of children will never be able to 

pole a raft down the Mississippi with Tom and Huck. They 

will never be with Jim Hawkins on Treasure Island, and they 

will never walk the moors with Holmes and Watson.  

 I just hope the next time we sit down to watch TV, we 
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really enjoy it. It better be good. We have paid a big price for 

it.  

pp. 31-32  

 

What we’re talking about here is basically the sins that they 

won’t respond to: 

 

SLAUGHTER, 

 

SATAN, 

 

SEX and 

 

STEALING. 

 

These four things, they’re going to hang onto and not respond 

to the conviction of the Spirit as a result of what they’re 

facing. 

 

These are the lessons we got out of the study. Then we’ll make 

a couple of closing observations.  

 

Lesson #1: Satan and his demonic forces will be allowed to 

bring torment and death upon mankind. 

 

Lesson #2: Those sealed by God will be protected from this 

torment and death. 

 

Lesson #3: Satan is only allowed to operate under sovereign 

permission. 
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Remember that “greater is He that is in you than he that is in 

the world.” (1 John 4:4) 

 

Lesson #4: One-half of mankind will die under the fourth seal 

and the sixth trumpet combined. 

 

Lesson #5: Mankind does not repent and forsake sin as a 

result of these judgments. 

 

Now we don’t want to end this study on a down. These are 

great days of opportunity for ministry to serve the Lord. 

 

This comes from a letter from Robert McQuisten. He was in 

Eastern Europe carrying on a ministry: 

 

1989 brought an unbelievable tidal wave of change in the 

flow of history in eastern Europe: Solidarity is now in 

power in Poland; in Hungary, the barbed wire was 

removed, the borders were opened and communism was 

transformed to socialism as the new Republic of Hungary 

was born. In East Germany regular demonstrations of 

over 100,000 people were allowed, the 28-year-old Berlin 

Wall was opened, the old regime toppled, and former 

leader, Erich Honecker is now under house arrest. Similar 

demonstrations have taken place in Czechoslovakia, and 

the old guard there has also resigned. The borders were 

opened only last Sunday night allowing Czechs for the 

first time to travel freely to the West. Thousands poured 

across. The Soviet Union is not only encouraging this new 
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openness and change in eastern Europe but is also 

reinstating the place of religion and the church in its 

society, fully recognizing communism’s dismal failure to 

meet man’s needs. 

 

I really believe that this next decade leading us up to the 

year 2000 will prove to be the most significant period in 

Eastern European church history… 

(source unknown) 

 

Are we going to go with a message? Do we really personally 

believe that Jesus Christ is the victorious, living Savior? That 

He has changed our life as a result of our relationship to Him 

and we want to be involved in touching others for Him? Or are 

we still caught in trying to perform for God? Still caught in 

trying to do good works and good deeds that we’ve missed the 

whole relationship? 

 

David Seamands wrote a book called Healing Grace and he 

tells this story about Evel Knievel: 

 

(Healing Grace by David A. Seamands) 

 

 On September 8, 1974, stunt man Evel Knievel attempted 

to vault Idaho’s Snake River Canyon. Prior to this Knievel had 

achieved notoriety with his stunt riding on motorcycles. He 

would take off from a wooden ramp and at very high speeds 

sail across snarls of live rattlesnakes or lines of parked cars. 

He was seriously injured several times and boasted he had 

broken every major bone in his body except his neck. This 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



34 

 

attempt to rocket across a fearsome chasm was his most 

daring feat.  

 On that day he flashed a check for $6 million, purportedly 

his advance fee from the anticipated 200,000 spectators and 

the closed-circuit TV receipts. Actually only a few motorcycle 

gangs and about 15,000 people gathered at Twin Falls to 

watch him soar across the canyon. But his Sky Cycle never 

made it. Fortunately for him, the landing parachute enabled it 

to drift down to the river’s edge. Rescue helicopters brought 

him back up, bruised and humiliated but not seriously 

injured. The 1974 Encyclopedia Britannica Yearbook aptly 

described it as “the year’s most spectacular failure!”  

 Actually, it is a vivid illustration of humankind’s most 

common failure--a prideful and evil attempt to cross the moral 

chasm and “become as God.” It is doomed to failure, for 

Scripture assures us there’s no way to make it.  

p. 85  

 

Except of course by a relationship to Jesus Christ. 

 

Some years ago a Scottish newspaper had an unusual 

advertisement in its local paper: 

 

(God’s Blueprint for Living: New Perspectives on the Ten 

Commandments by David A. Seamands) 

 

On the front page of the newspaper, a conspicuously placed 

notice asked the reader to look on the back page. When the 

reader turned to the back page, it was empty. But those who 

looked closely saw, in the lower right hand corner in [very] 
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small print, these words: “Is this where you are putting God 

[in your life]?” 

p. 40  

 

Father, we pray, if we’re more concerned about living here and 

now and about all of the things that we can acquire selfishly 

for our own comforts and advancement, that You’d put Your 

hand on our lives and help us to realize that these things are 

very real and that we are actually witnesses of the birth pains 

of this period of time about what we’re witnessing about us in 

increased satanic activity. Thank You for giving us this 

picture in all of its ugliness so that we can be repulsed and 

turn from it to that which can take ashes and turn it into 

beauty, that which can heal the broken heart, that which can 

bring real joy out of despair. We pray that Your Holy Spirit 

would minister to each need. Whether it’s a believer who’s 

really hurting and who has not put You first in their lives or a 

person who has not come to know You, they will discover the 

thrill of a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

For it’s in His name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Thirteen – The Trumpet Judgments – 

Revelation 9:1-21        NOTES 

 
v. 1 And the fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star from 

heaven which had fallen to the earth; and the key of the shaft of 

the abyss was given to him. 

v. 2 And he opened the shaft of the abyss; and smoke went up out 

of the shaft, like smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air 

were darkened by the smoke of the shaft. 

v. 3 And out of the smoke locusts came forth into the earth, and 

power was given to them like the power which the scorpions of the 

earth are having. 

v. 4 And they were told that they should not damage (harm) the 

grass of the earth, nor any plant (green thing), nor any tree, but 

only the men who are not having the seal of God upon their 

foreheads. 

v. 5 And it was given to them (a charge) that they should not kill 

them, but that they should be tortured five months; and their 

torture is like the torture of a scorpion when it stings a man. 

v. 6 And in those days men shall seek death and shall not find it, 

and they shall long to die and death is fleeing from them. 

v. 7 And the appearances of the locusts were like horses which 

have been prepared for war; and upon their heads, as it were, 

crowns like gold, and their faces were like the faces of men. 

v. 8 And they were having hair like the hair of women, and their 

teeth were like those of lions. 

v. 9 And they were having breastplates like breastplates of iron; 

and the sound of their wings was like the sound of chariots, of 

many horses running into battle. 

v. 10 And they are having tails like scorpions and stings; and in 

their tails is their power to hurt men five months. 
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            NOTES 
v. 11 They are having over them as king, the angel of the abyss; 

his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he is having the 

name Apollyon. 

v. 12 The first Woe is past; behold, two Woes are still coming after 

these things. 

v. 13 And the sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard one 

voice out of the four horns of the golden altar which is before God, 

v. 14 saying to the sixth angel, the one having the trumpet, 

“Release the four angels who have been bound at the great river 

Euphrates.” 

v. 15 And the four angels were released, who had been prepared 

for the hour and day and month and year, in order that they might 

kill a third of the men (mankind). 

v. 16 And the number of the armies of the horsemen was two 

hundred million; I heard the number of them. 

v. 17 And after this manner I saw the horses in the vision, and 

those who are sitting upon them: having breastplates of the color 

of fire (fiery red) and of hyacinth (dark blue) and of sulphur 

(yellow); and the heads of the horses are like the heads of lions; 

and out of their mouths is coming fire and smoke and sulphur. 

v. 18 By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the 

fire and the smoke and the sulphur, which is coming out of their 

mouths. 

v. 19 For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their 

tails; for their tails are like snakes, having heads; and with them 

they are doing harm. 

v. 20 And the rest of the men (mankind), those who were not killed 

by these plagues, did not change their minds about the works of 

their hands, in order that they would not worship the demons, and 

the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, 

which are not able to be seeing nor hearing nor walking; 

v. 21 and they did not change their mind about their murders nor 

about their magic arts nor about their immorality nor about their 

thefts. 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 9:1-21 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What happens when the fifth trumpet is blown? 

 

 

 

 

3. What happens when the shaft of the abyss is opened? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the response of men to the judgments according to 

verse 6? 
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5. Describe the locusts in verses 7-11. 

 

 

 

 

6. What happens in response to the sounding of the sixth 

trumpet? 

 

 

 

 

7. What is the result of this trumpet judgment, according to 

verse 18? 

 

 

 

 

8. What is the response of the ones who remained alive 

according to verses 20 & 21? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Satan and his demonic forces will be allowed to 

bring torment and death upon mankind. 

 

LESSON #2: Those sealed by God will be protected from this 

torment and death. 

 

LESSON #3: Satan is only allowed to operate under sovereign 

permission. 

 

LESSON #4: One-half of mankind will die under the fourth 

seal and the sixth trumpet combined. 

 

LESSON #5: Mankind does not repent and forsake sin as a 

result of the judgments. 
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