A Practical Study of REVELATION:
Bible Prophecy
“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”
Study Number Fourteen — The Little Book,

The Two Witnesses and the Seventh Trumpet —
Revelation 10:1-11:19

We saw a lot of difficulties in our last study with those ugly
pictures of the fifth and sixth trumpets, when the wall
between earth and hell itself was dropped, and we saw those
things about how we must feel sometimes when we just
constantly see the judgment side of things.

And 1sn’t it neat that in the book of Revelation we get some
judgment, but then we also get a little bit of a reprieve. And
we have another one of those reprieves in this passage.

In the children’s book called Love You Forever we see even in
the midst of judgment, God 1s a God of love and His
faithfulness never fails, He still cares and 1s concerned. And 1n
His marvelous grace, He’s still providing during this very

period of time that we're talking about—the Tribulation
Period.

This little story is called Love You Forever by Robert Munsch:

(Love You Forever by Robert Munsch)
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A mother held her new baby and very slowly rocked him back
and forth, back and forth, back and forth. And while she held
him, she sang:

I'll love you forever,
I'll like you for always,
As long as I'm living
my baby you’ll be.

The baby grew. He grew and he grew and he grew. He grew

until he was two years old, and he ran all around the house.

He pulled all the books off the shelves. He pulled all the food
out of the refrigerator and he took his mother’s watch and

flushed it down the toilet. Sometimes his mother would say,
“This kid 1s driving me CRAZY!”

But at night time, when that two-year old was quiet, she
opened the door to his room, crawled across the floor, looked
up over the side of his bed; and if he was really asleep she
picked him up and rocked him back and forth, back and forth,
back and forth.

While she rocked him she sang:

I'll love you forever,
I'll like you for always,
As long as I'm living
my baby you’ll be.



The little boy grew. He grew and he grew and he grew. He
grew until he was nine years old. And he never wanted to
come 1n for dinner, he never wanted to take a bath, and when
grandma visited he always said [dirty] words. Sometimes his
mother wanted to sell him to the zoo!

But at night time, when he was asleep, the mother quietly
opened the door to his room, crawled across the floor and
looked up over the side of the bed. If he was really asleep, she
picked up that nine-year-old boy and rocked him back and
forth, back and forth, back and forth.

And while she rocked him she sang:

I'll love you forever,
I'll like you for always,
As long as I'm living
my baby you’ll be.

The boy grew. He grew and he grew and he grew. He grew
until he was a teenager. He had strange friends and he wore
strange clothes and he listened to strange music. Sometimes
the mother felt like she was in a zoo!

But at night time, when that teenager was asleep, the mother
opened the door to his room, crawled across the floor and
looked up over the side of the bed. If he was really asleep she
picked up that great big [old teenager] and rocked him back
and forth, ....



[And] she sang:

I'll love you forever,
I'll like you for always,
As long as I'm living
my baby you’ll be.

That teenager grew. He grew and he grew and he grew. He
grew until he was a grown-up man. He left home and got a
house across town.

But sometimes on dark nights the mother got into her car and
drove across town.

If all the lights in her son’s house were out, she opened his
bedroom window, crawled across the floor, and looked up over
the side of his bed. If that great big man was really asleep she
picked him up and rocked him back and forth, ...

And while she rocked him she sang:

I'll love you forever,
I'll like you for always,
As long as I'm living
my baby you’ll be.

Well, that mother, she got older. She got older and older and
older. One day she called up her son and said, “You'd better
come see me because I'm very old and sick.” So her son came
to see her. When he came in the door she tried to sing the
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song. She sang:

I'll like you for always...
I'll love you forever,

But she couldn’t finish because she was too old and sick.

The son went to his mother. He picked her up and rocked her
back and forth, back and forth, back and forth.

And he sang this song:

I'll love you forever,
I'll like you for always,
As long as I'm living
my [Mother] you'll be.

When the son came home that night, he stood for a long time
at the top of the stairs.

Then he went into the room where his very new baby
daughter was sleeping. He picked her up in his arms and very
slowly rocked her back and forth, ...

And while he rocked her he sang:

I'll love you forever,
I'll like you for always,
As long as I'm living
my baby you’ll be.



(source unknown)

Now that’s the story of the way God intended it. The reason
1t’s such a mess and the reason that everything is all distorted
1s because of our stubbornness, of our selfishness, and because
of our unwillingness to cooperate with the way God planned it
all. There ought to be that deep abiding self-sacrificing love
that we celebrate. That love ought to be characteristic of our
lives while we’re here.

Karl Barth was being honored on his eightieth birthday and
as he spoke of his life he said:

(Leadership, Greatness and Servanthood by Philip
Greenslade)

“If I have done anything in my life,...I have done it as a
relative of the donkey that [carried Jesus into the city of
Jerusalem.] ... I just happened to be on the spot [and the Lord
used me.]”

p. 94 (paraphrased)

John probably feels that. He feels like the Isle of Patmos was
the spot and God chose to use him as an instrument—a
vehicle—to reveal these tremendous truths.

Now the Rapture of the church has already occurred. It
occurred between chapters 3 and 4.

And in chapters 4 and 5 we saw a vision of the throne.
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In chapter 6 we broke six seals. And when we started

breaking these seals, we launched into a 7-year-period called
the period of GREAT TRIBULATION or the TIME OF

JACOB’S TROUBLE. It’s a time of judgment that God is
executing on the earth before the Kingdom comes.

And we’re in the middle of that period. We have broken six
seals, then we stopped in chapter 7 and we look at the sealing
of the 144,000 and the vision of the martyred ones around the
Throne.

In chapters 8 and 9, we've been blowing trumpets. In chapter
8 we blew four and in our last study we blew trumpets five
and six—so this leaves one more to go.

Now it’s interesting, we've got PARENTHESIS again. We're
golng to stop for a little bit—just like we did between the sixth
and the seventh seal we stopped and saw two visions. Now
between the sixth and seventh trumpet we're going to stop

and see TWO VISIONS.
1. We're going to see a VISION of a LITTLE BOOK.
2. And we're going to see a VISION of TWO WITNESSES.

And then to wrap up the study, we will blow the SEVENTH
TRUMPET in this series of trumpets.

So with that brief introductory survey, we can move right
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along together and gain something out of these two chapters
that come under consideration.

See 1f this doesn’t come alive in view of our last study:

Luke 10:19

See, [the Lord says] I have given you the authority to step on
serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy,
and nothing shall at all hurt you.

Isn’t that interesting? We saw Satan come in the form of a
serpent. We saw him come 1n the scorpions, and here the Lord
just uses those very two animals when He speaks of the fact
that those who are called by God are going to be protected.
And He says, “nothing at all shall hurt you.”

After looking at trumpets five and six we realize that yes, God
1s faithful. He does protect and provide for His own.

Now why do we have these little parentheses like this where

we don’t advance the time period at all, but it’s a picture of
some things we need to know?

There are TWO REASONS:
1. so we can be comforted that God still loves us and

2. the proof that God 1is still in control.



We're going to see several manifestations of that as we look at
these verses.

Let’s pick up at verse 1.

v. 1 And I saw another strong angel coming down out of
heaven, having been clothed with a cloud; and the
rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like
the sun, and his feet were like pillars of fire;

“And I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven,
having been clothed with a cloud; and the rainbow was upon
his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet were like
pillars of fire;”

Okay we have a “strong angel.”

Now there are those who believe that this “strong angel” 1s
Christ, because in the Old Testament we have the angel of the
Lord and they say that this angel 1s Christ.

It says “strong angel.” In Revelation 5:1 we had another
“strong angel,” and here we’ve got one who 1s an envoy—who
1s a representative—and he’s carrying out a mission. Let’s look

at the FOUR THINGS that are said about him here in the
first verse:

1. He’s “clothed with a cloud”—whenever we see a “cloud” in
the scripture we immediately think of the Shekinah Glory—
the presence of God.



He’s coming from the presence of God and he’s “clothed in a
cloud.” So when we think of the “cloud” we think of the cloud
that took the children of Israel through the wilderness by day
and then they saw the [pillar] of fire by night. The Shekinah
Glory, the cloud that hung over the temple indicating the
presence of God—or over the Tabernacle in the wilderness.

Secondly:

2.  “the rainbow was upon his head”—now we had the
“rainbow” completely encircle the throne in chapter 4. The
“rainbow” 1n the Bible always refers to what? God’s
faithfulness.

So we have God’s PRESENCE 1n the “cloud,” God’s
FAITHFULNESS in the “rainbow,” and then the third thing it
said about Him 1is:

3. “his face was like the sun,”—WHY?

We can always tell when a person’s spent time in the presence
of the Lord because they’ve kind of a little glow about them.

We just know that they have been spending some time with
Him. We never spend time in the presence of light, but we
begin to reflect that light. That’s why Jesus said, “Let your
light so shine before men that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” (ref. Matthew 5:16)
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There’s a radiance about those who walk with the Lord.

Now remember Moses when he came down off of the
mountain? His face just glowed. (see Exodus 24:29)

2 Corinthians 3:18

We have no veil over our faces, but we reflect more and more
brightly the glory of the Lord, from one degree of glory to
another.

This angel has been in the presence of light and in the
presence of glory so his face shines “like the sun.”

And then the fourth thing that’s said is:
4. “his feet were like pillars of fire;”
Now we always, when we think of “feet,” we think of

judgment—Iike in Revelation 1:15. Christ’s feet were
burnished brass. They were like burnished brass in a furnace.

2 Thessalonians 1:7, 8

... 1n flaming fire, taking vengeance on those who do not wish
to know our God.

So this angel’s “feet” speak to us of GOD’S JUSTICE or GOD’S
JUDGMENT.

11



Let’s just throw those four things together and we can see in
this “strong angel.”

1. God’s PRESENCE in the “cloud,”

2. God’s FAITHFULNESS in the “rainbow,”

3. God’s GLORY 1n the “sun,” and

4. God’s JUSTICE or JUDGMENT in the “feet...of fire.”

We think of that second verse of “The Battle Hymn of the
Republic” when we think about feet like that:

He 1s trampling out the vintage
where the grapes of wrath are stored.
(source unknown)

When we refer to “feet” we refer to POSSESSION or to
JUDGMENT—and that’s the picture that’s described here of
the “angel.”

Now He puts “his feet”—of course—“upon the sea” and “upon
the land.”

v. 2 and he is holding in his hand a little book which
had been opened. And he placed his right foot upon
the sea and his left upon the land;

“and he is holding in his hand a little book which had been
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opened. And he placed his right foot upon the sea and his left
foot upon the land;”

Alright now he has a “little book” in his hand. Now this “little
book” is not the seven-seal book that we studied back in
chapter 5 and 6. It’s already been opened and we’ve taken care
of that. That was a biblion, that was a regular big school book.
This 1s a little biblaridion—it’s a “little book” that 1s described
here and we’re going to talk about what it 1s in just a minute.

And then the angel plants one “foot upon the sea” and another
“upon the land.” In the Bible when we plant our foot, we
possess what we plant our foot on.

Remember Moses when he was on the plains just before he
died and Joshua took the people into the land and he’s given
his farewell address?

In Deuteronomy 11:24 he says:

Deuteronomy 11:24

Every place where the soul of your foot shall tread, that’s
yours...

In other words, we possess 1t by walking over it. And so this
angel is a representative of the Lord and he is coming to lay
claim and he has a “little book” in his hand.

Now verse 3 says:
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v. 3 and he cried with a loud voice, just as a lion is
roaring; and when he cried, the seven thunders
uttered their own voices.

“and he cried with a loud voice, just as a lion is roaring; and
when he cried, the seven thunders uttered their own voices.”

“The seven thunders” always speaks of the VOICE OF GOD.

Psalm 29:3

The voice of the Lord 1s over the waters;
the glory of the Lord thunders,
the Lord thunders over the mighty waters.

Job 37:5

God’s voice thunders in marvelous ways;
he does great things beyond our understanding.

And so the “thunders” of course always speak of impending
judgment that’s coming, but here the voice “thunders.”

v. 4 And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to
begin writing; and I heard a voice out of heaven
saying, “Seal up at once the things which the seven
thunders said and do not begin to write them.”

“And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to begin
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writing; and I heard a voice out of heaven saying, ‘Seal up at
once the things which the seven thunders said and do not
begin to write them.”

Now what happened here? John hears something and he
really wants to be faithful. He wants to communicate
everything that he sees. He wants to be effective in it and so
he’s writing like crazy. And all of a sudden, while he’s writing
this message that he understands that’s being communicated,
all of a sudden he hears a voice that basically says, “Stop in
your tracks. Don’t write any more. Seal it up. We’re not going
to make that public.”

Now let’s talk about that for a minute. Maybe we're having a
rough time at work. We’re having a rough time in
interpersonal relationships. We're having a rough time just in
life itself and we really feel kind of ticked at God because
every time we talk to Him we don’t seem to get any answers.
And everything seems to kind of be on hold in our life.

Now let’s just point out that this verse gives us an indication
that there are some things that God’s just not obligated to tell
us. There are some things He’s not going to tell us.

Now some men sitting protect their wife from certain
information. They just don’t tell her because they would
rather bear that burden themselves and they don’t share it.
And as a result, they’re protecting them from some of the
things that are difficult. They just do that out of love.
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God 1s exactly the same way. He has never obligated Himself
one whit to tell us why He’s allowed certain things to go on in
our life. Now He has promised to give us wisdom to relate to
what He allows, but He 1s not ever obligated to tell us why
this, why now and why us. We'’re just barking up the wrong
tree if we think that God 1s going to be providing all those
kinds of little answers as a pat-program for us to fully
understand. Why?

Because God wants us to trust Him without any evidence. He
wants us to believe that He has our best interests at stake.

Abram is a great illustration:

Romans 4:20

He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief, but
was strong in faith, giving glory to God,

Even though his wife was barren and couldn’t have kids for
twenty-five years. God finally in His marvelous, wondrous
grace provided that child for them twenty-five years later.

So we need to understand that there are some things, on
occasion—although God has revealed a lot—there are some
things He’s not going to reveal. Now there’s some other verses
that give us some precedent to this. Let’s think about it for a
minute.

Paul says:
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2 Corinthians 12:4

I was caught up to Paradise and I heard inexpressible words,
which a man is not permitted to speak.

He said, “There are some things I saw and frankly I can’t tell
you what I saw.”

1 Corinthians 13:12

We see through a glass (or a mirror) dimly, but then face to
face; now I know 1n part, but then I shall know fully just as I
also have been fully known.

1 Corinthians 2:9

“Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither has it entered into
the heart of man the things which the Lord hath prepared for
them that love Him.”

Alright now if this is true, God 1s not obligated to give us all
these reasons and all the answers—the things that are going
on in our lives—then what 1s happening to John here? Why
does all of a sudden the angel just say, “Stop John. Don’t you
reveal that.”

We have one of two choices:

1. We're forced to the conclusion that it’s not that important
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so don’t bother everybody by writing it down.

2. It’s classified information and we're not going to make
that known right now so don’t reveal it.

There are some things the Lord is just not going to reveal to
us and in His sovereign purpose there will come a time when
we’ll be ready for i1t, He’'ll make it known to us, but there are
some things He’s withholding from us. And that causes us to
have to trust Him.

Now what can we trust about God when i1t comes to adversity
in our life? Well we can trust in:

1. His GOODNESS.

2. His UNCONDITIONAL LOVE—HZ¢'ll always love us
forever, we’ll always be His child. He cares for us forever and
ever.

And even though what we're going through maybe seems
inconsistent to that:

1. We can always count on that it’s ultimately going to be for
YOUR GOOD—because He works all things together for Good.

Secondly:

2. It’s going to be for YOUR GROWTH—sometimes He has
to stress us to get us to grow.
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And third:

3. He’s going to get GLORY out of it—just watch and see. He
always has a way of doing that.

And then the last thing we can always count on 1is:

4. There’s adequate GRACE for us to go through it. His
strength 1s made perfect in our weakness.

So these thunders sound and John hears, “Don’t write.”
v. 5 And the angel whom I saw standing upon the sea
and upon the land lifted up his right hand to

heaven,

“And the angel whom I saw standing upon the sea and upon
the land lifted up his right hand to heaven,”

When we lift up our right hand, what do we do?

“Solemnly swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing
but the truth, so help you God.”

He’s taking an OATH here.

v. 6 and he swore by Him who is living forever and
ever, who created the heavens and the things in it,
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and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and
the things in it, that there shall be no more delay,

“and he swore by Him who is living forever and ever, who
created the heavens and the things in it, and the earth and
the things in it, and the sea and the things that are in it, and
there shall be no more delay,”

He takes his OATH, but he takes his oath by whom? Jesus
Christ. So the “strong angel” can’t be Jesus or he’'d be taking
an oath by himself.

Now notice there’s no evolution here. He creates the heavens,
He creates the earth, He creates everything in it. He’s got the
ability to do that. And it says his main purpose in taking the
oath 1s “there will be no more delay.”

What does he mean by that? There’s not going to be any
further holds in the countdown of judgment. It’s going to go on
to a rapid conclusion. And we’re getting very close to the end
of a judgment, even though there are quite a few chapters that
remain in the book.

This is an answer to that prayer in Revelation 6:10 when

those martyrs said, “How long, O Lord, before you're going to
do this?”

Okay there’s going to be “no more delay.” Now the oath has
been taken and the judgment is going to proceed without
further delay.
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v. 7 but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel,
when he is about to be sounding his trumpet, then
the mystery of God is finished, even as He
proclaimed (the good news) to His servants the
prophets.

“but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is
about to be sounding his trumpet, then the mystery of God is
finished, even as He proclaimed (the good news) to His
servants the prophets.”

Who'’s “the seventh angel”? That’s the one with the last
trumpet.

Remember in Revelation 8 it said there were going to be three
woes—“Woe! Woe! Woe!”—trumpet five, six and seven.

We had two of those in our last study. We had trumpets five
and six, so that leaves us with seven. And the “seventh angel”
1s getting ready to sound here and so he says with the
“sounding of that seventh trumpet comes “Tetelestai!”—the
FINISH. We'll be able to understand some of the mysteries we
don’t understand now with the sounding of that trumpet
because the Kingdom is coming

And very, very rapidly we're going to understand the
JUDGMENT, we're going to understand SUFFERING, we're
going to understand INJUSTICE, and the SILENCE OF GOD
and the COMING KINGDOM.
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It’s going to become clear to us now “the mystery” is going to
be made plain to us.

v. 8 And the voice which I heard out of heaven, I heard
again speaking with me and saying, “Be going, take
the book, the one that has been opened in the hand
of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the
land.”

“And the voice which I heard out of heaven, I heard again
speaking with me and saying, ‘Be going, take the book, the
one that has been opened in the hand of the angel who is
standing on the sea and on the land.”

Now look at what John does in verse 9—he becomes a
participant.

v. 9 And I went to the angel, telling him to give me the
little book; and he is saying to me, “Take it and eat
it, and it shall make your stomach sour, but in your
mouth it shall be sweet as honey.”

“And I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little
book;”

And by the way, if that was the Lord Jesus He’d have been
flat on His face. And Revelation 1, when he sees the glorified
Christ, it says he 1s stricken like a dead man. He falls right on
his face before the glorified Lord.
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And here he walks up to the angel, just like he’s told to do and
1t says he tells him to “give me the little book”:

“and he 1s saying to me, ‘Take it and eat it, and it shall make
your stomach sour, but in your mouth it shall be as sweet as
honey.”

v. 10 And I took the little book out of the hand of the
angel and ate it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as
honey; and when I ate it, my stomach turned sour.

“And I took the little book out of the hand of the angel and I
ate 1t, and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey; and when I
ate 1t, my stomach turned sour.”

Now we have to talk about the “little book.” We have to talk

about why i1t’s “sweet” in the mouth and why it is bitter in the
“stomach.”

When we talk about eating a book, it’s not eating the paper.
It’s consuming the contents so it becomes a part of our life.
When we say we really know the book, it really becomes a part
of us. We have read 1t, we’ve studied it, we know the author’s
purpose, and we have consumed the contents so it’s become a
part of our life.

And so in the Bible a lot of times they liken this to actually
EATING or TAKING IT INTO YOU, and so he 1s told to eat
this “little book.”
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Now this little book contains the rest of the book of
Revelation. It’s the remaining prophecy that is left to be given,
because we're going to see in just a minute it says it’s
necessary for John to prophesy some more—so here’s the book.

Or if we want to take 1t in a little bit more expanded version,
what we can learn from this, 1t’s the BIBLE—it’s the Word of
God. And as the Word of God, 1t can be “sweet” to our taste if
we respond to it in dependence and obedience. But it can be
bitter to our taste if we're fighting it. If we’re stubborn, we're
resistant, we're cynical—we don’t want to respond to it, we
don’t believe in it—it’ll be awfully bitter.

And enjoy what we have now because i1t’s only going to get
worse. And the Word of God becomes that to people. It
becomes bitter to the person who rejects it, it becomes sweet to
the one who responds.

Remember the two thieves on the cross next to Jesus? What
did one of them say? One of them said, “Remember me when
You come into your kingdom.”

What happened to him? Oh man it was sweet that afternoon
when he died. He was with the Lord in Paradise.

What happened to the other guy? He could have done the
same thing but he chose not to.

He experienced the bitterness—the epitome of bitterness—
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and that’s the picture. It can be sweet or it can be bitter.

The Word of God teaches us that we're to “eat” the Word of
God. Let’s look at some verses.

Psalm 1:1-3

... His delight is in the law of the Lord,
and in his law he meditates...

What is that? That’s the cow chewing the cud—just mulling it
over in our mind and chewing on its concepts.

Do we do that? Have we put enough of the Word of God into
our heart that we are able to meditate on it?

1 Peter 2:2, 3

as newborn babies long for the pure milk of the word...

Jeremiah 15:16

Thy words were found and I ate them,;
and they were a joy and a delight to my heart...

Hebrews 5:12-14

...solid food 1s for the mature, who because of practice have
their senses trained...
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Matthew 4:4—dJesus spent 40 days and 40 nights in the
wilderness and He hadn’t had anything to eat. And Satan
says, “Turn those stones into bread.” What does He say?

Matthew 4:4

... “Man shall not live by bread alone, but [WHAT?] by every
word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”

That’s how we sustain the spiritual man—by eating the Word
of God.

Now what happens when we don’t? Well it becomes bitter to
us, doesn’t 1t? And it becomes something that we don’t like to
look at.

Ezekiel was told to eat what 1s before him:

Ezekiel 3:1-3

...and he ate the scroll; and then go speak to the house of
Israel...

Proverbs 16:24

Pleasant words are a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.

Psalm 119:103
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How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!

So what John is being told here is to eat this.

John 12:48

“He that rejects My word has one that judges him; the word
that I have spoken shall judge him in the last day.

So to ACCEPT IT—it’s “sweet.”

To REJECT IT—it’s bitter.

v. 11 And they are saying to me, “It is a necessity for
you again to prophesy concerning many peoples
and nations and languages and kings.”

“And they are saying to me,”—whoever the “they” is.

The angel and the voice of the thunders evidently.

“And they are saying to me, ‘It is a necessity for you again to

prophesy concerning many peoples and nations and languages

and kings.”

That’s why we’re saying the rest of this book is the rest of the

record that he is going to be communicating. It’s necessary for

him to do it.
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Second Peter 1 says:

2 Peter 1:19-21

No prophecy ever came by human intervention, but holy men
of God spake as they were born along by the Spirit of God.

So here 1s the rest of his message. But because it’s “a
necessity” for him to prophesy, he must assimilate that truth
himself before he can pass it on to others.

Ezra 7:10

Ezra prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, to do it
and to teach it in Israel.

That’s always the procedure.

We have to SEEK IT,

then we have to DO IT, and

then we’re qualified to TEACH IT.

If it’s not 1n our life, we don’t have any right at all to teach it.
If we aren’t spending time implementing it in our life, then we
1immediately disqualify ourselves from being a person who

teaches it.

John must assimilate this and then he can teach it.
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Now maybe we’re a Christian, and maybe we're living in
disobedience. And because we’re there, life 1s running uphill
into the wind right now and we’re feeling a lot of bitterness
inside and a lot of hurt and a lot of anxiety. And every time we
bow to pray, God always puts His finger on the same thing but
we’re not willing to turn loose.

Now remember, God is a disciplinarian. He’s like a spiritual
dentist. He just reaches out and literally, painfully extracts
out of our lives the things that are hindering His cause and
purpose—and that becomes bitter. It really hurts and it brings
pain.

And then He i1s a great GARDENER—He nips the branches.
He knows exactly how to prune. He knows where to prune. He
knows when to do it so that He can get maximum fruitage
from us.

And God does those things when we are not willing to express
to Him a total, complete, unreserved obedience to what His
purpose 1s for our lives.

11:v. 1 And there was given to me a measuring rod like
a staff (stick); and someone is saying, “Rise and
measure the temple of God and the altar and those
who are worshiping in it.

“And there was given to me a measuring rod like a staff (or a
stick); and someone is saying, ‘Rise and measure the temple of
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God and the altar and those who are worshiping in it.”
Alright, in this chapter we have:
a “temple” on EARTH in verse 1 and

a “temple” in HEAVEN i1n verse 19—at the end of these verses
we're going to look at.

Now this “temple” that’s here on earth is the one that’s going
to be built on the Dome of the Rock. This is the “temple” the
Jews are talking about. During the Tribulation Period they're
going to offer sacrifices and they’re going to go back to their
old legal system.

Half-way through the period of Tribulation, the world leader
1s going to break contract with Israel and the false prophet is
going to put an image of the world leader in the Holy of
holies—where the Ark of the Covenant is. It’s called in the
Bible “the abomination of desolation” and all of the world 1s
going to be pointed to worship, not the Ark of the Covenant
and not God, but to worship this world leader—the last 3 1/2
year period here.

And so now what 1s being told 1s John 1s to take this “rod”—
probably ten feet long—and he’s to measure just the Holy
Place in the Holy of holies. He’s to leave alone the outer court,

so he’s “measuring” what we’ve been talking about with his
“rod.”
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But he’s also supposed to measure the worshippers “who are
worshiping in it.” Now let’s say it’s a 10-feet “rod”—the height
of a basket. How do we measure up to that?

Somebody puts a 10-foot rod beside us, we come short of the

10-foot rod. So we can even stand on our toes and put our
hands up and we come short of that.

Well that’s:

Romans 3:23

for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.

We cannot measure up to His standard. We must become
guilty before God and recognize that we come short of what
God requires in righteousness and in holiness. And we never
can measure up, no matter how hard we try. That forces us to
avail ourselves of what Christ has done on Calvary to take
care of our shortcomings—take care of our broken law. But we
must, by faith, appropriate that.

Now if we've never come to Christ personally, and
appropriated Jesus Christ in our life, then we’re still living by
our own measurement. And no matter how high we reach we
can’t reach 1it—this standard, this measurement that He has.

When anybody measures something, they're measuring it to

declare their ownership—just like where they put their feet.

When they measure it, it’s theirs. And the measurement here
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1s an indication that the temple belongs to the Lord and He’s
showing the shortcomings of the worshippers.

v. 2 And leave out the court which is outside the
temple, and do not measure it, because it was given
to the nations; and they will trample the holy city
for forty-two months.

“Now leave out the court which is outside the temple,”—that’s
that big area—"“and do not measure it, because it was given to
the nations; and they will trample the holy city for forty-two
months.”

Okay “forty-two months”—3 1/2 years—right?

That’s the last 3 1/2 year period. The Gentiles are going to
come 1n, they’re going to trample it, they’re going to put up
this 1dol to be worshipped in the Holy of holies. And he’s
saying right now, “measure it” but don’t measure that
“outside” portion for “forty-two months.” This is what’s going
to happen. The Lord knows all about 1it.

v. 3 And I will give (authority) to my two witnesses, and
they will prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty
days, having been clothed in sackcloth.”

“And I will give (authority) to my two witnesses, and they will
prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, having been

clothed 1n sackecloth.”
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Okay now we have “two witnesses” that come into the picture
here in the Tribulation. And they’re going to “prophesy for
twelve hundred and sixty days,” which is 3 1/2 years. Forty-
two months if we take 30 day months, multiply that out and
1t’s the same thing. We can say “twelve hundred and sixty
days’—42 months—3 1/2 years. Whatever, we come out with
the same statistic.

For 3 1/2 years these “two witnesses” are going to witness.
Now we need to 1identify those “two witnesses” and verse 4
tells us a little bit about them.

v. 4 These are the two olive trees and the two
lampstands who have taken their stand before the
Lord of the earth.

“These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands who
have taken their stand before the Lord of the earth.”

In Zechariah 4, verse 3 and verse 14 we learn that the “olive
trees” are the “ANNOINTED ONES.” And we learn that the
“candlesticks” are the LIGHTBEARERS of the truth of God.

That’s just like us! Jesus said in the Sermon on the Mount:

Matthew 5:16

Let your light so shine before men that they may see your
good works and glorify God in heaven.
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What are we supposed to do as believers? We're to let our light
shine—we’re a light-bearer.

Philippians 2:14

I hold forth the word of light in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the
world.

So these “witnesses” are “anointed ones”—by the “olive
trees”—and they are “light bearers.” Now who are these two
fellas?

Now we can read as many books as we want on it. We'll find
all kinds of 1deas.

This 1s probably ELIJAH and MOSES.
ELIJAH was the PRINCE OF THE PROPHETS.
MOSES was the LAW-GIVER.

These two characters were on the Mount of Transfiguration in
Matthew chapter 17. When Jesus was transfigured before
Peter, James and John, there standing and talking with Him
at the moment of His transfiguration was Elijah and Moses.

v. 5 And if anyone is desiring to harm them, fire is
proceeding out of their mouth and is devouring
their enemies; and if anyone would desire to harm
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them, in this manner it is a necessity for him to be

killed.

“And 1if anyone is desiring to harm them, fire is proceeding out
of their mouth and is devouring their enemies; and if anyone
would desire to harm them, in this manner it is a necessity for

him to be killed.”

v. 6 These are having the power to shut up the sky, in
order that rain may not be falling during the days
of their prophesying; and they are having power
over the waters to be turning them into blood and
to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as
often as they desire.

“These are having the power to shut up the sky, in order that
the rain may not be falling during the days of their
prophesying;”—which is how long? Twelve hundred and sixty
days, 42 months, 3 1/2 years—hold onto that for just a minute:

“and they are having power over the waters to be turning
them into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of
plague, as often as they desire.”

In those two verses we have FOUR THINGS, basically. Let’s
summarize 1it—distill it:

1. They can kill their enemies with fire.

2. They can keep it from raining.
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3. They can turn the waters into blood.
4. They can bring plagues on the earth.

Alright now, when we talk about those four things, who do we

think of? Well in the first two we think of ELIJAH
immediately. And in the last two we think of MOSES.

Now let’s talk about Elijjah for a minute. What is it that
always comes to our attention when we think of Elijah? Well
we think of FIRE and RAIN, and it’s not from a drug trip
either. Elijjah could say, “I've seen fire and I've seen rain.” But
1t wasn’t from that.

Remember Elijah is the one who called fire down out of
heaven to consume the sacrifice on Mount Carmel? And then
he’s the one who used fire to literally accomplish the
destruction of some men who came to apprehend him.

Ahaziah, Ahab and Jezebel’s son, was the king and he sent
fifty of his men to apprehend Elijah. Elijah’s sitting up on the
hill. And the officer said, “The king says come down!” And
remember what Elijah said? He says, “If I'm the man of God,
may fire come down.”

BOOM! Fire came down, burnt a spot on the ground—50 guys
gone just like that. And so Ahaziah sends 50 more a second

time. “The king says come down!”
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“If I'm a man of God, let fire come down.” BOOM!—50 more
guys. And then the third group comes. Remember when the
third group comes, this guy’s just trembling in his boots and
he’s walking over charred ground and he realizes he’s really in
dangerous territory and he begs the guy not to call fire from
heaven.

Of course then Elijjah goes down and tells Ahaziah that he’s
going to die as a result of the fall that he’d taken. And so he’s
known for his fire—recognized for that. But he’s also known
for the fact that he went into the palace of Ahab and told them
1t wasn’t going to rain for 3 1/2 years and it did not rain on the
earth for 3 1/2 years.

For the last 3 1/2 years of the Tribulation Period, there’s going
to be one monotonous weather report and it’s going to be hot
and it’s going to be hot and dry. And there’s going to be 0.0
precipitation and there are going to be a lot of people saying
they really do need rain, during that last 3 1/2 year period.

Now the second thing that we know about him then is he
withheld the rain by his prayer—fire and rain.

Then what about Moses? We always think of Moses of the
plagues. When we were talking about the trumpets, the
plagues in Egypt. He 1s characterized as turning the rivers
into blood and bringing the plagues upon the earth. That’s a
reason we see Moses and Elijjah as these two.
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v. 7 And when they finished their testimony, the wild
beast, the one who is coming up out of the abyss,
shall make war with them, and gain the victory
over them and kill them.

“And when they finished their testimony, the wild beast, the
one who 1s coming up out of the abyss, shall make war with
them, and gain the victory over them and kill them.”

We should focus on the word “finished.”

Saints are immortal until their work on earth is done. When
the work 1s done, it doesn’t make any difference how they go.
They’re going to glory anyway. And when the work is done,
this “beast...out of the abyss”—who’s that? We met him in our
last study. That’s Satan himself.

And now we’ve got a picture of the UNHOLY TRINITY:

1. Satan 1s the counterpart of God the Father.

2. The world leader is the counterpart of the Messiah.

3. The false prophet is the counterpart of the Holy Spirit.

And here this world—Satan i1s involved 1n this. He sees to it
that they die.

Remember Antipas and the church at Pergamos:
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Revelation 2:13

My faithful witness who was killed before you, where Satan’s
throne 1s.

He delights in destroying witnesses. And when the work is
finished, these two witnesses die. But now that’s not the end
of the story. Let’s look at it. It gets kind of exciting here.

v. 8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the
great city, which (figuratively) spiritually is called
Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was
crucified.

“And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city,
which (figuratively) spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt,
where also their Lord was crucified.”

Now they’re going to leave their dead bodies lying in the street
where they've fallen and it’s going to be in the streets of the
city of Jerusalem. And the Spirit of God calls Jerusalem
“Sodom and Egypt.”

“Sodom” of course 1s the epitome of the homosexual
community and we have judgment of God upon the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah. Evidently this immoral activity is
going to become a part of Jerusalem.

And “Egypt” is always a picture of the world. Abraham and
Lot went down into Egypt, living for material things, and got
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into all kinds of trouble. That’s where they found Hagar, the
Egyptian maid, and brought her back. And as a result of that,
gave birth to the Arab state and the ramifications of that.

And then they say this is “where the Lord was crucified,” too.
On top of all that, this is where Jesus’ life was taken.

Now while they’re laying in the street, they're gloating over
that. Does that remind us of Tehran, Iran when we had our
aborted hostage rescue attempt and they put eight of our
service men on display in the city? And laid their dead bodies
out there so that all the people in Iran could gloat about the
victory over the United States of America?

The revulsion that we felt inside and the hurt that we felt and
the pain on that occasion is just a little bit of the picture that’s
described here as these “two witnesses” are laying there dead
in the streets.

v. 9 And those from the peoples and tribes and
languages and nations are looking at their dead
bodies for three days and a half, and they are not
allowing their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.

“And those from the peoples and tribes and languages and
nations are looking at their dead bodies for three days and a
half, and they are not allowing their bodies to be laid in a
tomb.”

Now when we originally read that verse back in 90 A.D. there
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wasn’t any television so all tribes and the nations of the earth
couldn’t see, but now they can.

v. 10 And those who are dwelling upon the earth are
rejoicing over them and making merry; and they
will send gifts to one another, because these two
prophets tormented those who are living upon the
earth.

“And those who are dwelling upon the earth are rejoicing over
them and making merry; and they will send gifts to one
another,”—the devil’s Christmas here—"“because these two
prophets tormented those who are living upon the earth.”

Now why did they torment them? Because they didn’t
respond! And they became bitter and resentful.

v. 11 And after the three and a half days the breath of
life from God came into them, and they stood on
their feet; and a great fear fell upon those who were
observing them.

“And after the three and a half days the breath of life from
God”— that’s why we have breath, because it was given to us
from God (Genesis 2:7).

“came into them, and they stood on their feet; and a great fear
fell upon those who were observing them.”

Now that’s a new one. That’s a first for ABC and NBC and
41



CBS. They’ve recorded an awful lot of massacres and deaths,
but they haven’t recorded a resurrection yet. And this is a big
story that’s broken here in Jerusalem. They can’t believe it.

Are a lot of people going to turn to God when those two guys
are raised from the dead?

Remember Luke 16 and the story of the rich man and
Lazarus? The rich man has everything he wants, and Lazarus
this poor guy 1s laying out at the gate, but he’s got a right
relationship with God. And when he dies, the poor man goes te
Abraham’s bosom and the rich man is tormented in the flames

of hell.

And Jesus tells the story that the rich man 1s saying, “Go tell
my five brothers so they won’t come here.” And the Lord says,
“You know you could go and tell them. Even a person could be
resurrected from the dead and go back and talk to them, and
they would not believe—or would not be convinced.”

And so we’re assuming that there is no response. The evil
heart of unbelief is still there.

v. 12 And they heard a great (loud) voice out of heaven
saying to them: “Come up here!” And they went up
into heaven in the cloud, and their enemies
observed them.

“And they heard a great (loud) voice out of heaven saying to
them: ‘Come up here!” And they went up into heaven in the
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cloud, and their enemies observed them.”
This 1s the ASCENSION.

Remember in Acts 1 when Jesus got through with His
ministry, He ascended up into heaven while they looked on.
And then the angel said, “Why do you stand here looking up
into heaven? The same Jesus who has been taken up from you
shall also come again in like manner.” (see Acts 1:9-11)

And so these creatures, these witnesses, these individuals—
Eljjah and Moses—ascend back into Glory.

v. 13 And in that hour there was a great earthquake,
and a tenth of the city fell; and there were killed in
the earthquake seven thousand people, and the rest
became terrified and gave glory to the God of
heaven.

“And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth
of the city fell;”—dJerusalem—“and there were killed in the
earthquake seven thousand people, and the rest became
terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.”

We can’t say that just because they “gave glory” they
responded. No—they just recognized His power and His
authority.

Now the focus moves from the WITNESSES to the
CASUALITIES—7,000 of them—from this great “earthquake”
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that hits the city.

v. 14 The second Woe is past; behold, the third Woe is
coming quickly.

“The second Woe 1s past; behold, the third Woe 1s coming
quickly.”

This is the LAST TRUMPET.

v. 15 And the seventh angel sounded his trumpet; and it
came to pass that there were great (loud) voices in
heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has
become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ;
and He shall reign forever and ever.”

“And the seventh angel sounded his trumpet; and it came to
pass that there were great (loud) voices in heaven, saying,
‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our
Lord and of His Christ; and He shall reign forever and ever.”

See what happens? We go along with this thing and then all of
a sudden we get a glimpse of all of it.

Now under this seventh trumpet, they all of a sudden hear
“voices” and they're literally singing Handel’'s “Messiah.”
They’re saying that the “kingdom of the world has become the
kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ and He shall reign
forever and ever.” They can see God’s eternal purpose in the
Kingdom.

44



Margaret Jensen in her book First We Have Coffee says:

(First We Have Coffee by Margaret T. Jensen)

Just as memories can break and burn, so memories can
bind and bless. With remembering came the tears that
washed our eyes so that we could see the plan of God over a
lifetime, a plan that is bigger than what we see if we look at
[just the] individual days.

p. 150

Peter Lord says:

(Hearing God by Peter Lord)

God knows these things, and he will speak to you about
what 1s happening now--not what might be “if.” He will tell
you how--1n your circumstances--you can let your light shine
for his glory.

The enemy will try to get you to focus on [all] the wrong
interpretation of your situation. He would have had Paul say,
“I am a prisoner of Rome,” as if that ended his usefulness.
Satan wants you to see the limitations of your circumstances,
rather than the opportunities.

If Paul had concentrated on the prison guard as an
enemy--if Paul had not recognized the real enemy--then the
description of Christian armor would never have been written.

TRUTH: The Lord speaks to you in the midst of your
clrcumstances.
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p. 111

Fran Caffey Sandin in her book See You Later, Jeffrey writes
about the death of their 17-month-old son:

(See You Later, Jeffrey by Fran Caffey Sandin)

Since that day, I have felt reassured that I do not have to
fear the future because God 1s already there. I have learned
the truth of Psalm 94:19: “When my anxious thoughts
multiply within me, Thy consolations delight my soul.”

p. 68

What a glorious thing happens here!

Every one of these other trumpets has been something really
bad happen and now this is good! The Kingdom’s coming!

But wait a minute. We're looking at it from the wrong
perspective. Let’s pretend that we’re part of Noriega’s forces
and there’s just been an invasion in the middle of the night.
And now there i1s an enemy on foot and the enemy wins. Now
how are we going to feel? We're going to feel like the Lone
Ranger, and we're going to be a hunted felon—a criminal.

And all the inhabitants of the world, when this seventh
trumpet blows, say, “The kingdom of our Lord and of our
Christ 1s coming!” They're saying, “No! No! No!” That’s the
worst thing in the world they could hear because they've been
a part of the enemy through all of this and they’ve failed to
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respond. And it’s like a death nail to them, even though it’s a
blessing to us.

And that’s why it’s the third “Woe!”

v. 16 And the twenty-four elders, who are before God
sitting upon their thrones, fell upon their faces and
worshiped God,

“And the twenty-four elders, who are before God sitting upon
their thrones, fell upon their faces and worshiped God,”

v. 17 saying, “We are giving thanks to You, O Lord God,
the Almighty, the One who is and who was, because
You have taken Your great power and begun to
reign.

“saying, ‘We are giving thanks to You, O Lord God, the
Almighty, the One who 1s and who was, because You have
taken Your great power and You’ve begun to reign.”

Why is it that here in chapter 11 we're talking about the
Kingdom and we've still got some more judgment to come yet?

There are some bad things that are going to still happen
before the end of the period. Why are we talking about the
“Kingdom”?

And there is a tenant in this that we can see by the seventh
trumpet, turn out the lights, the Kingdom’s coming! No matter
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what we’re going to do or what we’re going to try to do to stop
1t, Christ 1s going to rule and reign in His Kingdom! And so
they're already starting to celebrate ahead of time, even before
the ballgame 1s finished, they already know the outcome
because they’ve gotten this glimpse. They understand the
mystery of it all now and it’s becoming clear to them.

And they’re saying:

“We give thanks to You, O Lord God, the Almighty, the One
who 1s and who was, because You have taken Your great
power and You've begun to reign.”

And look what the nations do in verse 18:

v. 18 And the nations became angry, and Your wrath
came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and tc
give reward to Your servants the prophets and to
the saints and to those who are fearing Your name,
to the small and to the great, and to destroy those
who are destroying the earth.”

“The nations became angry,”—YES! This is something
different than what they’d plan and worked out—“and Your
wrath came, and the time for the dead to be judged, and to
give reward to Your servants the prophets and to the saints
and to those who are fearing Your name, to the small and to
the great, and to destroy those who are destroying the earth.”

And that last picture—here’s the temple in heaven. This 1s
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great, isn’t 1t?

v. 19 And the temple of God which is in heaven was
opened; and the ark of His covenant was seen in His
temple, and there came flashes of lightning and
rumblings and peals of thunder and an earthquake
and a great hailstorm.

“And the temple of God which is in heaven”—we saw the one
on earth—“was opened; and the ark of His covenant was seen
in His temple, and there came flashes of lightning and
rumblings and peals of thunder and an earthquake and a
great hailstorm.”

Why “the temple of God...in heaven”? So we can have a vision
of the fact that God is still in control and He’s handling all of
1t. But what do we see when we look into the “temple...in
heaven”? We immediately see the “Ark of the Covenant.”

What does that tell us? The only way we can see the “Ark of
the Covenant” in the Temple 1s after the crucifixion of Christ.
Because when Christ died on the Cross, an unseen hand
reached up and pulled that veil apart. And it’s God saying,

“You can come by a new and living way now into My presence
through the death of My Son.”

And as a result of knowing Him, we come into His presence
because we know Christ. His righteousness becomes ours.
We’re now accepted into the Holy of holies, in the presence of
God by what 1s done.
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And they catch a glimpse of it and they see the “Ark of the
Covenant”! They look right straight on through into the Holy
of holies! And God is saying, “I'm still longing for a
relationship.”

And if we want to take our little story at the first, He’s still
singing:

I'll love you forever,

I'll love you for always.

I will always be your Creator.

I want to be your Redeemer!

I want to be your friend.

I love you always and forever.

Now let’s look at the lessons.

Lesson #1: It 1s our responsibility to feed upon the Word of
God that we can grow.

And that involves memory and meditation.

Lesson #2: The Word of God is sweet with love and grace, and
sour with wrath and judgment.

And our response to it, of course, determines that.
Lesson #3: God has His faithful witnesses during this period.

50



We saw two of them—Elijah and Moses. But we also saw the
144,000 in the last study.

Lesson #4: God protects His witnesses until their mission is
completed.

Saints are immortal until their work on Earth is done.

It’s only when the work is finished that the Lord calls us home
as His children.

Lesson #5: When the judgment is over, the kingdom will be
ushered in and Christ will reign.

Believe that? Believe He orders all of the circumstances in our
life? And that He’s working them out one by one and He does
1it—He just delights to bless us!

And some days we can just wake up and we realize that He’s
doing everything. We just kind of get on a roll and we know
God is in 1t?

Robert Schuller in his book Believe in the God Who Believes in
You says this:

(Believe in the God Who Believes in You by Robert H.
Schuller)

Eric [Liddell] was victorious. Through sheer courage,
discipline, and character, he won a gold medal in the 400-
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meter run!

After the Olympics he returned to China where he taught
science and athletics. He married a missionary’s daughter and
carried on his strong evangelistic work with the Chinese. His
wife and family left China when the Japanese invaded. Eric
was arrested by the Japanese and died in 1942. He was
mourned as a Scottish hero by his countrymen. He is
remembered still today, but not for winning a race. How many
other Olympians have won races only to be forgotten? Eric is
remembered for his commitment to Jesus Christ! Can
anything be more victorious than that? Can anything bring
greater honor to a life than those costly decisions of self-denial
made on the altar of “Preserving Precious Relationships”?
pp. 99-100

Listen to Ruth Harms Calkin in her little poem called:

(Lord, Don’t You Love Me Anymore? by Ruth Harms Calkin)

LOST ARGUMENT

I read this morning
Your direct and piercing question
To the ancient Job:
“Do you still want to argue
With the Almighty?
Or will you yield?”
With thoughtful heart
I read Job’s wise reply:
“I am nothing...
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How could I find the answers?

I lay my hand upon my mouth in silence.’
You know so well what I do, God.

I continue to argue with You

As though I were in charge.

As though I could solve my own dilemma.
Finally in the end, broken and defeated

I yield to You, and then—peace.

Forgive me, dear God

For so foolishly ending

Where I should have begun.

p. 37

)

Father, we pray for those with broken hearts and shattered
lives—circumstances that really hurt them—that You’d help
them to be patient, realizing that they can look to You and
Your unconditional love and that You will never change that.
That You have the wonderful ability to take the broken pieces
of our resistance. Father, so much of our suffering is simply
self-inflicted. We are those who just stubbornly fight Your
plan and purpose, Your priorities. And as a result, we suffer.
And we pray that there’d be a sweet sense of submission. A
saying of a prayer again, Lord, whatever Your will is, we want
1t. Knowing that You love us and You care for us and that You
have our best interests at stake. Please Father, may that
pervading sense of sweet surrender be that which
characterizes our lives in the days that are ahead so we can be
fully aware that we’re not leaning on our own understanding
but in all of our ways we're acknowledging You and You are
really directing our paths. And for those that might not know
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You, Father we pray that Your Holy Spirit would give them
courage to invite Jesus Christ into their lives. For it’s in the
Savior's name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of REVELATION:

Bible Prophecy

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Fourteen — The Little Book,

The Two Witnesses and the Seventh Trumpet —

Revelation 10:1-11:19

v. 1 And I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven,
having been clothed with a cloud; and the rainbow was upon his
head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet were like pillars of
fire;

v. 2 and he is holding in his hand a little book which had been
opened. And he placed his right foot upon the sea and his left upon
the land;

v. 3 and he cried with a loud voice, just as a lion is roaring; and
when he cried, the seven thunders uttered their own voices.

v. 4 And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to begin
writing; and I heard a voice out of heaven saying, “Seal up at once
the things which the seven thunders said and do not begin to write
them.”

v. 5 And the angel whom I saw standing upon the sea and upon
the land lifted up his right hand to heaven,

v. 6 and he swore by Him who is living forever and ever, who
created the heavens and the things in it, and the earth and the
things in it, and the sea and the things in it, that there shall be no
more delay,

v. 7 but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is
about to be sounding his trumpet, then the mystery of God is
finished, even as He proclaimed (the good news) to His servants
the prophets.

v. 8 And the voice which I heard out of heaven, I heard again
speaking with me and saying, “Be going, take the book, the one
that has been opened in the hand of the angel who is standing on
the sea and on the land.”
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v. 9 And I went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book;
and he is saying to me, “Take it and eat it, and it shall make your
stomach sour, but in your mouth it shall be sweet as honey.”

v. 10 And I took the little book out of the hand of the angel and ate
it, and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey; and when I ate it,
my stomach turned sour.

v. 11 And they are saying to me, “It is a necessity for you again to
prophesy concerning many peoples and nations and languages and
kings.”

11:v. 1 And there was given to me a measuring rod like a staff
(stick); and someone is saying, “Rise and measure the temple of
God and the altar and those who are worshiping in it.

v. 2 And leave out the court which is outside the temple, and do
not measure it, because it was given to the nations; and they will
trample the holy city for forty-two months.

v. 3 And I will give (authority) to my two witnesses, and they will
prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, having been clothed
in sackcloth.”

v. 4 These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands who
have taken their stand before the Lord of the earth.

v. 5 And if anyone is desiring to harm them, fire is proceeding out
of their mouth and is devouring their enemies; and if anyone
would desire to harm them, in this manner it is a necessity for him
to be killed.

v. 6 These are having the power to shut up the sky, in order that
rain may not be falling during the days of their prophesying; and
they are having power over the waters to be turning them into
blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague, as often as
they desire.

v. 7 And when they finished their testimony, the wild beast, the
one who is coming up out of the abyss, shall make war with them,
and gain the victory over them and kill them.

v. 8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city,
which (figuratively) spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt, where
also their Lord was crucified.

v. 9 And those from the peoples and tribes and languages and
nations are looking at their dead bodies for three days and a half,
and they are not allowing their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb.
v. 10 And those who are dwelling upon the earth are rejoicing over
them and making merry; and they will send gifts to one another,
because these two prophets tormented those who are living upon
the earth.
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NOTES
v. 11 And after the three and a half days the breath of life from
God came into them, and they stood on their feet; and a great fear
fell upon those who were observing them.
v. 12 And they heard a great (loud) voice out of heaven saying to
them: “Come up here!” And they went up into heaven in the cloud,
and their enemies observed them.
v. 13 And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth
of the city fell; and there were killed in the earthquake seven
thousand people, and the rest became terrified and gave glory to
the God of heaven.
v. 14 The second Woe is past; behold, the third Woe is coming
quickly.
v. 15 And the seventh angel sounded his trumpet; and it came to
pass that there were great (loud) voices in heaven, saying, “The
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of
His Christ; and He shall reign forever and ever.”
v. 16 And the twenty-four elders, who are before God sitting upon
their thrones, fell upon their faces and worshiped God,
v. 17 saying, “We are giving thanks to You, O Lord God, the
Almighty, the One who is and who was, because You have taken
Your great power and begun to reign.
v. 18 And the nations became angry, and Your wrath came, and
the time for the dead to be judged, and to give reward to Your
servants the prophets and to the saints and to those who are
fearing Your name, to the small and to the great, and to destroy
those who are destroying the earth.”
v. 19 And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and
the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple, and there came
flashes of lightning and rumblings and peals of thunder and an
earthquake and a great hailstorm.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Revelation 10:1-11:19 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.
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2. What instructions does John receive from the voice out of
heaven, according to verse 47

3. What 1s John supposed to do with the little book once he
takes it from the angel, and what will it do to him, according
to verses 8-10?

4. Describe the picture in chapter 11:1, 2.

5. Who are these two witnesses that are described in this
chapter?
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6. What happens to these two witnesses, according to verses
11 & 12?

7. Describe the next happening in verse 13.

8. What happens when the seventh trumpet is sounded?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: It is our responsibility to feed upon the Word of
God that we may grow thereby.

LESSON #2: The Word of God 1s sweet with love and grace,
and sour with wrath and judgment.

LESSON #3: God has His faithful witnesses during this
period.

LESSON #4: God protects His witnesses until their mission 1s
completed. Saints are immortal until their work on Earth
1s done.

LESSON #5: When the judgment is over, the kingdom will be
ushered in and Christ will reign.
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