
1 

A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number Fifteen – The Woman and the War – 

Revelation 12:1-18 

Let’s look at a few things that fit with this particular study. 

(Inside the New Age Nightmare by Randall N. Baer) 

• A University of Chicago poll showed that 67 percent of

Americans now believe in the supernatural; and 42

percent believe they have been in contact with the dead.

• The Christian film, “Gods of the New Age,” asserts an

estimate of 60-million Americans as being involved in one 

aspect of the New Age or another.

• Twenty-three percent of Americans believe in

reincarnation.

• Forty million Americans believe in astrology, and there

are 1-billion astrology believers worldwide.

• Forbes Magazine estimates that the (obviously) New Age

market does $3.43 billion in business each year.

• Business corporations (including numerous Fortune 500

companies) spend $4 billion on management and

employee programs that subtly but distinctly are based on

New Age philosophies and practices. …
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• A 1978 Gallup poll indicated 10-million Americans to be 

engaged in some form of Eastern mysticism. … 

• The best-selling book, Jonathan Livingston Seagull, is 

reported by the author, Richard Bach, to have been 

channeled by a spirit, and which is totally based on New 

Age philosophy, has sold over 25-million copies … 

• The philosophy of “The Force” so graphically depicted in 

the “Star Wars” trilogy is a veritable primer of the New 

Age gospel, … 

• There are over 200,000 registered witches in America. … 

• The use of psychics by lawyers and police departments 

has become much more commonplace today than at any 

time before. 

• The B. Dalton Booksellers chain reported a 95-percent 

sales increase of New Age books during the week after 

Shirley MacLaine’s mini-series, “Out on a Limb,” … 

pp. 81-82  

 

Now if we were to take the New Age gospel and try to make it 

into a statement, this simple statement out of Hinduism 

probably describes it the best: 

 

(Peace, Prosperity, and the Coming Holocaust by Dave Hunt) 

 

My search is at an end. 

In Thee I behold all things. 

I, myself, am God. 

p. 83  

 

And that’s basically what the whole belief is all about—
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discovering the fact that we are god and our godhood is 

manifested as a result of our encounter with many of the New 

Age philosophies and experiences. 

 

Listen to this” 

 

(Understanding the New Age by Russell Chandler) 

 

 In July 1986, representatives of some of the nation’s 

largest corporations, including IBM, AT&T and General 

Motors, met [and this was their purpose in meeting] to 

“discuss how metaphysics, the occult and Hindu mysticism 

might help executives compete in the world market.” [That 

was their subject.] 

 One major petrochemical company provides regular 

workshops in stress management for its employees and hired 

a “faith healer to read auras of ailing employees and run her 

hands over their fields of energy.” Other corporate giants who 

have signed on New Age consultants include Procter & 

Gamble, TRW, and Polaroid. 

p. 148  

 

And then this other statement which is very interesting: 

 

(Understanding the New Age by Russell Chandler) 

 

 Planetary Citizens and World Goodwill—both New Age 

political lobbying groups—are headquartered at the United 

Nations Plaza. World Goodwill was founded to unfold Alice 

Bailey’s “plan” [and her plan is two-fold] for a new world 
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government and [a new] world religion.  

p. 200  

 

That fits! It’s right here in Revelation 12 and in Revelation 13, 

which we’re going to be looking at in our next study. 

 

Now what is it about this whole movement? What does it do to 

make a person feel better and why do they get involved in it?  

 

Well one of the big things that it does is: 

 

1. it puts them in touch with somebody outside themselves,  

 

2. it also reduces stress,  

 

3. it helps them to be at peace with themselves,  

 

4. they’re more fun to be around, and 

 

5. better centered and together in their life. 

 

And then the other thing, of course, is that they now have the 

ability to contact spirit guides and that creates health and 

prosperity and happiness when they’re able to reach out to 

these spirit guides that are outside of themselves. 

 

And then there are reports that it releases psychological 

trauma and so it’s a very appealing thing to people who are 

involved in it. And so just be aware that it’s there and that it’s 

far more extensive than we’d ever thought. 
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Alvin Toffler in his book The Third Wave says that out of the 

industrial revolution is going to come a third wave and it’s 

going to exist simply because of some tremendous needs that 

are not being met through the industrial revolution—or 

through the industrial phase of civilization. And this is what 

he says: 

 

(The Third Wave by Alvin Toffler) 

 

On the one side are the partisans of the industrial past. On 

the other growing millions who recognize that the most urgent 

problems of the world, food, energy, arms control, population, 

poverty, resources, ecology, climate, the problems of the aged, 

the breakdown of urban community, the need for productive, 

rewarding work, can no longer be resolved within the 

framework of the industrial order. 

(source unknown) 

 

And so he’s saying it. And then of course he makes out some 

outlandish projections about what computers are going to do—

and that was several years ago. He even said that if the auto 

industry had kept up with the electronics or the computer 

industry today, a Rolls Royce would cost $2.50 and it would 

get two million miles per gallon of gasoline.  

 

Remember when we said if we’re going to have progress 

during the seven year period of Tribulation we’re talking 

about—we have to break a seal, blow a trumpet or pour out a 

bowl.  
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Now we didn’t do that in our last study, we’re not going to do 

that with this passage and we’re not going to do it in our next 

passage. So there are reasons for these chapters being tucked 

in where they are. 

 

We have to remember that the church is gone. We have been 

raptured out of here. And on the earth is this seven year 

period of HOLOCAUST—basically, that’s going on. 

 

We’ve broken six seals, we’ve stopped to look at the 144,000 

and the martyrs around the Throne who had died for their 

faith in chapter 7.  

 

In chapter 8 and chapter 9 we blew a bunch of trumpets, 

broke the seventh seal and took care of six of the trumpets. 

 

Then in our study in chapter 10, we stopped. We looked at a 

“little book” and we looked at “two witnesses”—Elijah and 

Moses—who are going to be active during the last 3 1/2 years 

of the Tribulation. 

 

The main purpose of chapter 12 is to still embellish the period 

so we understand what’s going on. And what we’re going to 

see are some of the KEY CHARACTERS that figure into the 

period.  

 

In our next study we’re going to get the WORLD LEADER and 

the FALSE PROPHET—or the world religious leader. 
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So we’re basically pulling some characters on stage and seeing 

some dramatic things happen that’ll help us understand the 

intensity of the period. 

 

So let’s pick up at verse 1 of chapter 12 and we’ll get right into 

it. 

 

v. 1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 

having been clothed with the sun, and the moon 

under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve 

stars; 

 

“And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman having been 

clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her 

head a crown of twelve stars;” 

 

Here are the characters we’re going to see in the passage: 

 

1. First of all this “WOMAN” is ISRAEL here in verse 1. 

 

2. Secondly, DRAGON is SATAN. 

 

3. Thirdly, the MAN-CHILD is CHRIST in the picture. 

 

4. MICHAEL is going to represent the ANGELS. 

 

5. We’re going to see the SEED OF THE WOMAN in the 

nation ISRAEL. 

 

6. And then in our next study the BEAST OUT OF THE 
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SEA is going to be the WORLD LEADER. 

 

7. And then the BEAST OUT OF THE EARTH is going to be 

the FALSE PROPHET or the RELIGIOUS LEADER. 

 

Notice that there is NO CHURCH. If we were going to have 

the church in the Tribulation period, certainly this would be 

the place for the church to be revealed and for us to see the 

church involved in the passage. 

 

But again, we’re saying this is a great argument by silence, 

but it still is a great argument. And that is, the church is not 

here. We didn’t see the church after chapter 3 and we’re not 

going to see the church until Revelation 22 when it’s basically 

just a footnote to tell the churches what has happened. We 

have gone home to be with the Lord.  

 

Now the question that comes to us is: Who is this “woman” in 

verse 1? 

 

Well the Catholics will tell us that this is the Virgin Mary.  

 

Mary Baker Eddy would have very humbly told us that she 

was it. She believed that she fulfills the requirements of the 

“woman” here. 

 

By the way, there’s a very interesting thing in the New Age 

theology and New Age movement and that is feminism is 

incorporated in it. Astrology takes away male chauvinism and 

introduces the goddess concept. And much of feminism is 
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inspired by this. And witchcraft and astrology and all of that 

elevate the female and feminism in its movement. And it’s a 

potent rallying force. And they’re the ones behind changing 

God into a “she” and a lot of the other statements that are 

being made are inspired by the New Age movement. 

 

Now the “woman” that we’ve got here in the passage though 

represents ISRAEL. Notice what’s said about her: 

 

1. “clothed with the sun”—her clothes are very bright. 

 

2. “the moon is under her feet” and 

 

3. “on her head a crown of twelve stars.” 

 

Now let’s go back to the book of Genesis. Remember Joseph, 

when he was 17 in Genesis 37, he had two dreams. And he 

made the mistake of telling those dreams to his brothers and 

they really got ticked off. And when the second dream was 

told, it was basically this: 

 

“I saw the SUN, 

 

the MOON and 

 

the STARS.” 

 

“And I saw them BOW DOWN to me.” 

 

And Jacob—daddy—in verses 9 and 10 in Genesis 37 said, “Do 
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you mean that I and your mother and your brothers are going 

to bow down to you?” And of course, that’s exactly what 

happened in the later part of the drama. So the “sun” 

represented Jacob, the “moon” would represent either Rachel 

or Leah—because Rachel’s dead here at this point when 

Joseph is 17 and probably was adopted at his young age, when 

his mother died, by Leah. And then we have the “twelve stars” 

that represent the patriarchs, or the 12 sons of Israel. 

 

Now the “woman” then represents Israel, and what we’re 

going to see in the passage, is the relationship of Israel to the 

Tribulation period. What is going to happen to the nation 

Israel during this 7-year period? We’ve got to have some 

specifics here and this passage dramatically demonstrates 

that for us. 

 

v. 2 and she was pregnant; and she is crying out, being 

in labor and in pain to give birth.  

 

“and she was pregnant; and she is crying out, being in labor 

and in pain to give birth.” 

 

Now we could say well, if that was the Virgin Mary then she’d 

be pregnant with the baby Jesus. Well then, it’s far greater 

than that. We want to see the Messiah come out of Israel, but 

the suffering that’s going on here is the suffering nationally.  

 

Israel is probably the most suffering of people or nations that’s 

on the face of the earth today.  
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They have suffered from the very beginning and they are 

indeed a suffering people. And here the picture is of a woman 

in birth pangs, wanting “to give birth.” 

 

That’s exactly what Paul described in 1 Thessalonians 5. He 

said: 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-3 

 

… When they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then sudden 

destruction will come on them swiftly like birth pains upon a 

woman… 

 

And so we’re looking at Israel suffering here, and suffering in 

the pains of birth. And now verse 3 says: 

 

v. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, 

a great red dragon having seven heads and ten 

horns, and upon his heads seven crowns.  

 

“And another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red 

dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his heads 

seven crowns.” 

 

The “great red dragon” represents SATAN.  

 

“RED” in color because of CRUELTY and BLOODSHED, 

 

“HORNS,” 
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Diadems, not stephanos—“CROWNS,” and 

 

“HEADS” always indicate GOVERNMENT or POWER. 

 

Satan has his kingdom. He is the god of this world and he has 

his kingdom meticulously set up to accomplish his purposes. 

And so the “ten horns” and the “seven crowns” in prophecy 

always indicate the fact of POWER or GOVERNMENT or 

KINGDOM or RULERSHIP. And so Satan is introduced here 

now in the third verse. 

 

v. 4 And his tail is sweeping away a third of the stars of 

heaven, and he threw them to the earth. And the 

dragon was standing before the woman who is 

about to give birth, in order that whenever she 

gives birth he might devour her child.  

 

“And his tail is sweeping away a third of the stars of heaven, 

and he threw them to the earth. And the dragon was standing 

before the woman who is about to give birth, in order that 

whenever she gives birth he might”—WHAT?—“devour her 

child.” 

 

One of the key words is the word “devour.” Is there ever a 

verse in the Bible that describes Satan in the verse and also 

uses the word “devour”?  

 

Naturally we think of: 

 

1 Peter 5:8 
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Satan is like a roaring lion, going about seeking whom he may 

devour. 

 

One of his programs is to literally “devour,” to wipe out, to 

destroy. Hang onto the word for a little while. 

 

Now what is the picture here of his “tail…sweeping away a 

third of the stars of heaven”?  

 

Remember when we had “star”—the “star” that opened the 

abyss? And we said we either have an astronomical 

phenomenon or a person. The “stars” here represent the 

ANGELIC REALM that was affected by Satan’s fall in Isaiah 

14. 

 

When he fell in Isaiah 14—and the picture was described in 

that study—he took with him one-third of the angelic realm. 

Now we know how extensive his influence was. He took a 

third of them and that’s why we had that horrible picture of 

the abyss being open and all of those weird creatures coming 

out. Those are the fallen angels—one-third. 

 

We don’t know the number. We have seen massive, massive 

accumulations of angelic beings in Revelation 7. They’re in 

heaven—nobody could count that number. And so it was quite 

obvious that to take away a third of them, it’s got to be a 

massive, massive happening. And they are incarcerated in the 

abyss, according to 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude verse 6. 
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v. 5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to 

be shepherding all the nations with a rod of iron; 

and her child was snatched up to God and to His 

throne.  

 

“And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to be 

shepherding all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child 

was snatched up to God and to His throne.” 

 

Now “she gave birth to a son”—what does that remind us of?  

 

Matthew 1:21 

 

“She shall bring forth a Son; and thou shalt call His name 

Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins.” 

 

Jesus Christ was born of the nation Israel, through the womb 

of the Virgin Mary and came into the world.  

 

Now it’s interesting here, there are THREE THINGS that are 

said: 

 

1. “she gave birth to…a male child,” 

 

2. He’s going to “shepherd” Israel,” and 

 

3. we also know that this “child was snatched up to God, to 

His throne.” 

 

Now let’s take those three things. We need to define that.  
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1. “she gave birth to…a male child.” 

 

John 3:16 

 

“God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 

Son…” 

 

Secondly: 

 

2. “who is to be shepherding all the nations with a rod of 

iron;” 

 

That is Psalm 2:9, almost word-for-word: 

 

Psalm 2:9 

 

You will rule them with an iron scepter; 

you will dash them in pieces like pottery.” 

 

Christ has come to rule and to reign. 

 

Now thirdly it says: 

 

3. “[the] child was snatched up to God and to His throne.” 

 

What happened? We just get Him born and He’s gone. What’s 

the purpose in a statement like this? And why do we have 

Christ described just as being BORN and ASCENDING into 

Heaven? 
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We can put Acts 1:9-11 by that last phrase—“caught up to the 

throne of God.” 

 

Alright, what are we trying to do? We’re trying to relate 

Christ to the nation Israel and also to the victory that belongs 

to Christ in thwarting all of Satan’s purposes. 

 

When we look at this verse, it was Satan’s purpose—

literally—to destroy the Seed. Back in the Garden: 

 

Genesis 3:15 

 

I will put enmity between her seed and your seed. 

 

And it was Satan’s purpose from the very minute that Christ 

was born, to devour that Child. 

 

Now how did he do that? Remember who he inspired to do 

that? Herod was ruling, representing the Roman Empire. 

What did Herod do? As soon as Herod found out that a King 

was born, he made an edict that every little baby in 

Bethlehem under two years of age be immediately destroyed 

in hopes of wiping out the Seed. That’s what it means. He was 

ready to devour the Seed, and he used Herod to try to 

accomplish that purpose. 

 

Now he failed. Why? God got that little Baby and mother and 

daddy down in Egypt for a while until Herod died and then 

came back to Nazareth to live—basically in seclusion for 
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thirty years. 

 

Then he carries on His ministry. But right at the beginning of 

His ministry, Satan confronts Him with the temptations in 

the wilderness: 

 

“Turn these stones into bread.” 

 

“Throw yourself off the pinnacle of the Temple. Everybody 

says You’re the Son of God.” 

 

“You know, just bow down and worship me and I’ll give You 

the kingdoms of the world and the glory.” 

 

And see he can offer them because he has them. And Christ 

passes every one of those tests and wins the victory. Then He 

goes on for the three years of His ministry.  

 

Understand why the Passion Week? And why the Cross was 

such a victory for Satan? We see his one purpose was to 

destroy Him. Hell was rejoicing on the night that Jesus Christ 

died on Calvary’s Cross and they took that corpse down off of 

that Cross and put it in the tomb?  

 

Satan finally has his kingdom. Now the rival king is dead.  

 

But isn’t that glorious? To think that three days later He 

breaks the bands of death and rises from the dead! And then 

fifty days later He’s ascending into Heaven! He’s victorious! 

He’s accomplished His objective! And Satan lost another one! 
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And so the picture here is thwarting his purpose in His birth, 

in His entrance, and thwarting his purpose again in His 

exodus. He triumphantly, victoriously wins and accomplishes 

redemption for each of us by what took place in the life of 

Christ and in His death on Calvary’s Cross. That ought to get 

us excited! 

 

Now, what happens here? 

 

v. 6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she 

is having there a place which has been prepared by 

God, in order that there they might be nourishing 

her for one thousand two hundred and sixty days.  

 

“And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she is having 

there a place which has been prepared by God, in order that 

there they might be nourishing”—isn’t that a good word? 

 

Satan likes to devour and the Lord loves to nourish. If we’ve 

walked with Him, we’ve fed at His table many times. We’re 

drinking the milk of the Word, we’re eating the meat of the 

Word, we’re being nourished and sustained by Him. 

 

“nourishing her for one thousand two hundred and sixty 

days.”—which is 3 1/2 years, 42 months—the last half of the 

Tribulation Period. 

 

Now what does that verse tell us? That verse only tells us that 

Israel has some place of seclusion that is protected during the 
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last 3 1/2 year period where they can go to be protected from 

these satanic onslaughts during the Tribulation Period. 

 

Now there are many archeologists who believe that the rock 

city of Petra in southern Palestine is the place. People who 

have been there feel that would qualify as a place for Israel to 

be protected during the Tribulation Period, during this heavy 

satanic activity and desire to destroy them. 

 

Now are there any precedents in the scripture of people being 

provided for in difficult times? Well immediately we think of 

Elijah the prophet because he goes to Ahab and he says, “You 

know, it’s not going to rain for three and a half years.” And 

then what does God say? “Go to Cherith, drink of the brook 

and I’m going to send the ravens in the morning and in the 

evening to feed you over there.”  

 

And then at 18 months, when the brook dries up, the Lord 

comes along and says, “Okay, now it’s time for you to go to 

Zarephath. The widow lady over there is going to feed you.” 

 

And so for the rest of the period of time, he’s fed over there 

and his provision is there. God has a way of taking care of His 

own. Remember, He’s sealed 144,000. He protects them and 

keeps them too from difficulty and problems. 

 

Doesn’t that make us feel good? Just to know that God’s on 

the throne and He knows us and that the very hairs of our 

head are all numbered, and He protects and provides. 
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Now when He doesn’t protect and provide, He’s got some other 

purpose in mind and we need to trust Him in the midst of 

those adversities to know that He’s at work in our lives—in all 

of their circumstances. 

 

Now look at verse 7. 

 

v. 7 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his 

angels waging war with the dragon. And the dragon 

and his angels waged war,  

 

“And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels were 

waging war with the dragon. And the dragon and his angels 

waged war,” 

 

It’s almost like Saturday night wrestling. The “dragon” is 

raging war with the angels! And we’re fighting for the pink 

belt or the black belt, or whatever we’re fighting for. But we’re 

going to throw a few chairs and wrestle everybody up here. 

And on the card is going to be the “dragon,” making war 

against “Michael and his angels.” We can almost see the 

picture, but “there was war in heaven.” 

 

And this “war” takes place right in the middle of the 

Tribulation Period.  

 

v. 8 and they were not strong enough, and there was no 

longer a place found for them in heaven.  

 

“and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a 
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place found for them in heaven.” 

 

Michael and his angels win the war.  

 

Realize that even after Satan fell, he still has access to the 

Throne? And to heaven itself?  

 

Some Christians are not aware of this. They thought that once 

he fell and was cast out of heaven that there was no more 

approach there. But when we see the picture of Job, we see 

Satan having access to the Throne and of course making 

recommendations that such-and-such happened.  

 

Of course, everything that happened to Job was a result of 

those things that were said at that time under the sovereign 

purpose of God for what He was trying to accomplish on that 

occasion. 

 

But every time Satan suggests something, he always 

overplays his hand and he always loses. 

 

There’s a great story told in Donald Grey Barnhouse’s book on 

the parable of the great tree that really describes Satan to a 

“t”: 

 

 A certain man had a beautiful estate upon which were 

some magnificent trees in which he took great pride. It was 

his custom to walk among them and gaze upon their beauty. 

This man had an enemy who hated him sorely. This enemy 

was always seeking ways of annoying the master of the estate. 
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At last the enemy conceived a plan which he thought would 

greatly wound the heart of the proprietor. He decided to go to 

the estate in the dark of night and cut down one of the most 

beautiful of the trees. He laid his plans well.  

He took with him axe and saw and began his work. All 

night he toiled till his muscles were sore and his hands were 

blistered. As morning dawned he saw the proprietor riding 

with a companion toward the trees where he had been toiling. 

He redoubled his efforts and the great tree began to creak and 

totter. As it gained momentum [and it fell] the enemy began to 

shout in triumph. One of the branches however, came toward 

him and pinned him to the ground in [total] agony. His 

hatred, however, was strong, and he jeered at the proprietor 

who approached him. The owner of the estate called his 

companion to him and said to the enemy, “You thought to do 

me a great harm, but I want to show you what you have done. 

This man with me is the architect of the beautiful home that I 

intend to build here in the midst of these trees. In order to 

make room for the house it was necessary to cut down one of 

these trees. Look at this plan! The tree upon which you have 

[worked on all night is the one that I needed to have cut down 

in order to make way for my home.]  

(source unknown) 

 

It’s an amazing thing about the wisdom of God—that He can 

take these things that seem ugly on the surface and He can 

turn them around to the full accomplishment of His purpose, 

and of course, the ultimate victory. 

 

Now he lost! He was thrown out of heaven! 
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Now look at verse 9. We can’t miss who the red dragon is. It’s 

right there in great big bold print. 

 

v. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down (once for 

all)—the ancient snake who is being called the 

Devil and Satan, he who is deceiving the entire 

inhabited earth. He was thrown down to the earth, 

and his angels were thrown down with him.  

 

“And the great dragon was thrown down (once for all)—the 

ancient snake who is being called the Devil and Satan, he who 

is deceiving the entire inhabited earth. He was thrown down 

to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.” 

 

Now what have we got? Well we have this “ancient snake”—

the serpent that slithered into the Garden in Genesis 3. 

 

By the way, if we want anything to demonstrate the 

inspiration of scripture, there it is. It’s a foregone conclusion 

that in Genesis 3 he slithered into the Garden, and now in 

Revelation 12 we’ve got him again pictured here in the drama 

that wraps it up. 

 

The same sovereign mind is behind all 66 books and it is 

indeed God’s Word.  

 

Now he is “called the Devil”—which means “accuser” or 

“slanderer.”  
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He’s called “Satan”—which means “adversary.” 

 

Now notice that next word: 

 

“he who is”—WHAT?—“deceiving.” 

 

Now here’s another word to describe what Satan is doing. He 

is “deceiving the entire inhabited earth. He was thrown down 

to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.” 

 

Now how does Satan deceive?  

 

Well, he deceives us into thinking that there are NO 

CONSEQUENCES FOR SIN. Doesn’t he?  

 

He deceives us into thinking that SALVATION IS TO BE 

EARNED by our human works—this is one of the biggest 

deceptions of all. Because if he can keep us from making a 

personal commitment to Jesus Christ and receiving Him as 

Savior, he has doomed us for eternity and that is his ultimate 

purpose. 

 

If we’ve been caught up in that, we’ve been deceived by the 

fact that our good works are going to get us into heaven and 

the sacrifices we’ve made, the money we’ve given, the 

churches we’ve gone to, the committees we’ve served on—we 

are deceived.  

 

The Lord tells us in the Sermon on the Mount that: 
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Matthew 7:22, 23 

 

“Many will say unto Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, haven’t we 

done all these things?’ And I’ll say, ‘Depart from Me. I never 

knew you.’” 

 

That is his number one program of deception—to get us to 

focus on our performance, the lack of it, and to feel guilty and 

to feel like we’re not adequate, and robbing our joy.  

 

Now look at verse 10. 

 

v. 10 And I heard a great (loud) voice in heaven, saying, 

“Now have come the salvation and the power and 

the kingdom of our God and the authority of His 

Christ, for the accuser of our brothers has been 

thrown down, who is accusing them before our God 

day and night.  

 

“And I heard a great (loud) voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now have 

come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God 

and the authority of His Christ, for the accuser of our brothers 

has been thrown down, who is accusing them before our God 

day and night.” 

 

In our last study we had for a brief moment a glimpse of the 

Kingdom and we sang the Hallelujah Chorus. We have 

another glimpse. It’s like there are some good things on the 

horizon. We’re getting close to the coming of the Kingdom. 

We’re getting close to the end of the period. 
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But now, what’s being said here?  

 

“the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who is 

accusing them before our God day and night.” 

 

When we committed that sin this morning of thought, word or 

deed, immediately Satan went before the throne of God and 

said, “Your son did this and deserves death.”  

 

That is Satan’s activity 24 hours a day. And if we don’t know 

the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, we have no attorney. We are 

going to be left with our own defense. Now try that on for size.  

 

And if we think that we can, with our own defense, stand 

before a holy God and pass the test, we’re living in another 

world. It can only come through the personal relationship with 

someone else—the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son—who 

purchased our redemption by dying on Calvary’s Cross. And 

by our faith in Him, we have trusted Him and He’s the one 

who represents us before the Father as Satan has access to 

constantly be accusing us “day and night.” 

 

It was Harry Ironside who said: 

 

“Satan is the accuser of the brethren; leave the dirt work to 

him!” 

(source unknown) 

 

We say some of the most vicious things about each other and 
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we use innuendo and say things about people that are just so 

ugly. 

 

Robert Schuller wrote a book, Believe in the God Who Believes 

in You, and he tells the story about a lady who had a loose 

tongue and was always criticizing and she had criticized the 

priest of her perish and so he confronted her with it.  

 

And she apologized and said she was very sorry she’d done 

this. And so he says, “Now take this pillow full of feathers and 

go up to Nob Hill and open it up and spill them all out.”  

 

So she goes up there and spills all the pillow out on Nob Hill 

and of course the winds take them and just blow them in 

sixteen jillion directions and she comes back with the empty 

pillowcase and he says, “Alright, now go collect them.” 

 

And she says, “Well I can’t.” And he says, “Well that’s exactly 

the same way it is with rumors and with innuendos and 

accusations like that. You say those things and they’re 

scattered to the winds and you never can recover them. You’ve 

done permanent damage. Although I can forgive you for what 

you have done, still the damage remains because of accusing 

and saying things that you don’t have the facts for in given 

situations.” 

(source unknown) 

 

v. 11 And they themselves gained the victory over him 

through the blood of the Lamb and through the 
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word of their testimony, and they loved not their 

life even to death.  

 

“And they themselves gained the victory over him” 

 

How did they do that? THREE WAYS: 

 

1. “through the blood of the Lamb and” 

 

2. “through the word of their testimony, and” 

 

3. “they loved not their life even to death.” 

 

The only way anybody’s going to survive during the 

Tribulation Period is with that three-fold plan.  

 

1. “the blood of the Lamb”—has provided salvation, 

 

2. their personal “testimony”—that they have come to know 

Him. They speak of it. 

 

And thirdly: 

 

3. they’re not afraid to die because they’re going to. 

 

That’s Jesus. In Matthew 10:28 He says: 

 

Matthew 10:28 

 

Fear not them which kill the body, but rather fear him who is 
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able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

 

To live during the Tribulation Period and to be a Christian 

means we’re going to die. And just like Paul says, “For me to 

live is Christ and to die is gain,” for him to say, “I want Christ 

glorified in my life whether it’s in my body, whether by life or 

by death.” That’s the attitude and that’s the only way they are 

ultimately going to win.  

 

The triumph comes through “the blood of the Lamb.” 

 

1 John 1:7 

 

If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 

one with the other, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son 

cleanses us from all sin. 

 

The blood of Christ provides the cleansing. 

 

v. 12 For this reason, be rejoicing, O heavens, and those 

who are dwelling in them. Woe! to the earth and the 

sea, because the devil went down to you, having 

great wrath, knowing that he is having a short 

time.”  

 

“For this reason, be rejoicing, O heavens, and those who are 

dwelling in them. Woe! to the earth and the sea, because the 

devil went down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he 

is having a short time.”’ 
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Now understand the intensity of the suffering and the 

judgment that’s going on in those last 3 1/2 years? He’s 

focusing all of his attention on the earth. He’s been cast out of 

heaven and now everything is focused down here on earth in 

his activity and in the intensity of his cruelty and his hatred 

in what’s going on in some of those trumpet judgments and 

ultimately in some of the bowl judgments that we see at the 

end of the period. 

 

Now he knows that he’s got “a short time.” It’s kind of like, 

when we watch the football game we see the last two minutes, 

we wish that they could play like that the whole game. What 

do they do in those last two minutes? Well they’ve got their 

two-minute drill. There’s hardly any time for huddles, they’ve 

got the plays already called, they know what they’re going to 

do and they’re just intense. They just move in and they do it 

and they execute and the muscles are warm and everything is 

great and they do it perfectly a lot of times!  

 

Well that’s exactly what Satan does. He re-doubles his effort, 

knowing that his time is short to accomplish his purposes. 

And so the warning is “Woe!” to everybody on the earth 

because this is what’s going to happen. 

 

v. 13 And when the dragon saw that he was thrown 

down into the earth, he persecuted the woman who 

gave birth to the male child.  

 

“And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down into the 

earth, he persecuted”—there’s our next word—“the woman 
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who gave birth to the male child.” 

 

So his first TARGET, as soon as his activities are located on 

earth during the last 3 1/2 year period, is on ISRAEL. He’s 

going to wipe out this nation and everything he has he’s 

thrusting toward the nation for that purpose. 

 

v. 14 And the woman was given the two wings of the 

great eagle, in order that she might be flying into 

the wilderness to her place, where she is being 

nourished there a time and times and half a time, 

from the presence of the snake.  

 

“And the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle,” 

 

Now we have seen in the scripture that “wings of eagles” 

speak of: 

 

FAST FLIGHT and 

 

QUICK EXITS. 

 

We think of Isaiah 40:31, don’t we? 

 

Isaiah 40:31 

 

they that wait upon the Lord 

shall renew their straight. 

They shall mount up with wings as eagles; 

they shall run and not be weary, 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



32 

 

and they shall walk and not faint. 

 

“in order that she might be flying into the wilderness to her 

place, where she is being nourished there a time and times 

and half a time,”—the 3 1/2 year period—“from the presence of 

the snake.” 

 

She still has a place to go that’s been prepared for her to 

protect her from the onslaughts and the wrath of Satan. 

 

v. 15 And the snake threw water like a river out of his 

mouth after the woman, in order that he might 

sweep her away with the stream.  

 

“And the snake threw water like a river out of his mouth after 

the woman, in order that he might sweep her away with the 

stream.” 

 

KEY WORDS: 

 

“sweep her away.” 

 

Now what is this picture? He’s going to use some device to try 

to get Israel and to destroy them. And the picture is the 

picture of water sweeping the nation away. Now could that be 

literal water in a flash flood? Yeah, it really could and it’s 

possible that’s true. 

 

When they came out of the land of Egypt, what’d they do? God 

took care of the water so they could go through the Red Sea.  
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When they went into the land, what did God do? God parted 

the Jordan so they could go into the land. 

 

These people know about water!  

 

Isaiah 43:2 

 

When you pass through the water and through the rivers, 

they shall not overflow thee; or through the fire you shall not 

be burned. 

 

So yes, it’s possible that this is literal water.  

 

Now there is another possibility: 

 

Isaiah 8:7, 8 

 

therefore the Lord is about to bring against them 

a mighty floodwater of a River— 

the king of Assyria with all of his pomp. 

[It] will overflow all of its channels, 

and run over all of its banks 

and sweep on into Judah, swirling over it… 

 

What’d he do? The King of Assyria came down from the north 

and took Israel into captivity. And the picture is a picture of 

an army coming in—a flood—a flood of humanity coming in to 

take Israel into captivity. It could be a satanic army here. We 

can look at it from a symbolic point of view. We understand 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



34 

 

the results. 

 

But how is Satan “sweeping” us away today? How does he do 

the same thing? Well he starts with a little trickle, doesn’t he? 

It might be drugs. It might be the occult. It might be 

pornography. It might be greed. It might be materialism. 

 

But then that just starts to build. We just take a little bit at 

first and then it just gets bigger and bigger and bigger.  

 

Cults, the New Age, music—all tools that Satan can use to 

literally sweep us away from any kind of effectiveness or 

ministry that He might have for us to glorify God. 

 

Now let’s look at some of the things that we have already 

studied in the passage, of things that Satan does so we 

understand it and recognize that he’s still working in the very 

same way in the day in which we’re living. 

 

Alright, here are the KEY PHRASES.  

 

KEY PHRASE #1: 

 

Revelation 12:4 

 

… devour her child. 

 

It is his purpose to DEVOUR. 

 

KEY PHRASE #2: 
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Revelation 12:9 

 

…deceiving the entire inhabited earth. 

 

He’s in the business of DECEIVING. 

 

KEY PHRASE #3: 

 

Revelation 12:10 

 

…who is accusing them before our God, day and night. 

 

He’s constantly ACCUSING us.  

 

“You haven’t done enough!” or  

 

“You know boy you did it that time! God gave up on you! 

You’re through! You’re finished!” 

 

“Awe you know you should have done that! Since you didn’t do 

that, it’s all over for you!” 

 

We’ve heard those voices when we fail or we’ve fallen. 

 

“That’s the last time! Not going to be able to get any 

forgiveness for that!” 

 

And he’s constantly there accusing us for lack of performance. 
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The fourth phrase is in verse 13. 

 

KEY PHRASE #4: 

 

Revelation 12:13 

 

…he persecuted the woman… 

 

It is his desire, if he can’t accomplish his purpose to 

PERSECUTE. 

 

Now the fifth phrase is in verse 15. 

 

KEY PHRASE #5: 

 

Revelation 12:15 

 

…SWEEP HER AWAY with the stream. 

 

And then the last one, key phrase #6, is going to be in verse 

17. 

 

KEY PHRASE #6 

 

Revelation 12:17 

 

…[he is] waging war [with us]… 

 

That is also in verse 7 and it’s in verse 17—the words WAGED 

WAR or WAGING WAR. 
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Now look at those six things: 

 

1. “devouring,” 

 

2. “deceiving,” 

 

3. “accusing,” 

 

4. “persecuting,” 

 

5. “sweeping her away,” and 

 

6. “waging war.” 

 

We can fully understand and explain why we have such a 

hard time when we do battle against the enemy in our own 

strength or when we’re not prepared adequately for what’s 

going to happen. 

 

Joe White in his book Orphans at Home describes the tragedy 

in our teenage culture. He says this: 

 

(Orphans at Home by Joe White) 

 

 In the past year, USA Today, Seventeen magazine, Source 

magazine, and Reader’s Digest [published the following 

estimates]: 

 

 • Of teenagers who drink one in ten will become an 
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alcoholic. Three to five of the remaining nine will have serious 

drinking problems. There are three to five million teen 

alcoholics growing up in America today. 

 

 • Of all the fourteen-year-old girls alive today, forty 

percent will become pregnant by their nineteenth birthday. 

 

 • Sixty percent of all church-involved teenagers are 

sexually active. 

 

 • Eighty-four percent of all teenage boys believe that 

premarital sex is acceptable. 

 

 • Every year, 500,000 teenage girls in America have an 

abortion. 

 

 • More than 30,000 scenes of sexual intimacy aired on 

prime-time television last year, and 27,000 of them involved 

relationships outside marriage. 

 

 • Every seventy-eight seconds, a teenager attempts 

suicide... 

 

 • Sixty-six percent of American high school seniors have 

used illegal drugs. 

 

 • Sixty-seven percent of America’s ninth-graders say they 

lied to their parents some time during the past twelve months. 

pp. 42-43  
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Think he’s not active and he’s not involved? We can just see it 

in the horrible statistics that are coming to the surface of 

what is happening in our country. 

 

v. 16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth 

opened its mouth and swallowed up the river which 

the dragon threw out of his mouth.  

 

“And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its 

mouth and swallowed up the river which the dragon threw out 

of his mouth.” 

 

Now how’d that happen? Maybe an earthquake? We don’t 

know. But at least whatever the thrust was, or the onslaught, 

there was protection from God’s sovereign protection for Israel 

in these circumstances.  

 

v. 17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and 

went off to wage war with the rest of her offspring, 

who are keeping the commandments of God and 

holding to the testimony of Jesus.  

 

“And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to 

wage war with the rest of her offspring, who are keeping the 

commandments of God and holding to the testimony of Jesus.” 

 

Who are those?  

 

Well that’s the 144,000 and he can’t get to them either 

because they’ve been sealed. And everybody else who’s become 
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Christians in the period that are “keeping the 

commandments” and “holding to the testimony of Jesus.” 

Those who are not sealed are going to die a martyr’s death 

and so he’s going to accomplish his purpose there in 

persecuting them. 

 

And the last verse: 

 

v. 18 And he stood upon the sand of the sea.  

 

“And he stood upon the sand of the sea.” 

 

And we’re going to leave him there because in our next study 

we’re going to be at “the sand of the sea” as we’re going to see 

the world leader and also the world religious leader. 

 

We get these lessons out of the study: 

 

Lesson #1: Satan is opposed and at war with all of God’s 

purposes. 

 

Lesson #2: Israel is one of the prime targets of Satan’s 

opposition. 

 

Lesson #3: Satan is the accuser of the brethren. 

 

Lesson #4: The way to victory over Satan is three-fold: 1) the 

blood of the Lamb; 2) the testimony or the witness; and 3) the 

willingness to give one’s life for the cause of Christ. 
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Lesson #5: Satan is cast out of heaven in the middle of the 

tribulation period. 

 

That explains all of the horrible things that go on during that 

last 3 1/2 year period because he’s down here on earth 

focusing all of his attention on the short time that he has 

remaining. 

 

Lesson #6: God in His faithfulness protects and provides for 

Israel during these final three and a half years. 

 

Ephesians 6:10-18 

 

Take upon ourselves the whole armor of God, 

so that when the day of evil comes, 

you may be able to stand your ground, 

and after you have done everything, to stand, 

stand firm with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, 

with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 

and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from 

the gospel of peace. 

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith 

with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the 

evil one. 

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit which 

is the word of God. 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 

prayers and requests. 

With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all 

the saints.We need to ask ourselves: 
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What kind of a battle are we fighting? Are we fighting a good 

battle for the cause of Christ? 

 

And remember, there’s no armor for the back. We have to 

stand face frontward and face the enemy head on and claim 

the victory that is ours in Christ by taking the armor that’s 

available for the battle. 

 

Jay Kesler in his book Being Holy, Being Human says this: 

 

(Being Holy, Being Human: Dealing with the Expectations of 

Ministry by Jay Kesler) 

 

 One of my favorite comic strips has Charlie Brown telling 

Lucy the universal axiom [of life], “Life has its ups and 

downs.” Lucy is seen in the last box [screaming. And she says], 

“I don’t want downs. I want ups, ups, and more ups.” This 

sounds a lot like Christian TV show testimonies—”and they 

came to Jesus and they all lived happily ever after.”  

p. 27  

 

And then he makes this observation: 

 

(Being Holy, Being Human: Dealing with the Expectations of 

Ministry by Jay Kesler) 

 

 We need to remember that faithfulness is not measured 

primarily by our highs but by our longs.  

p. 95 
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It is not measured by warm fuzzies and spiritual highs, but by 

our longs. It is our ability to remain faithful in the routines of 

life that proves, ultimately, our personal commitment to Jesus 

Christ. 

 

And remember through all of this, God is sovereign.  

 

1 John 4:4 

 

And greater is He that is in us than he that is in the world.  

 

And Satan hasn’t won one yet! He keeps losing! 

 

God WRITES with a PEN that never BLOTS, 

 

He SPEAKS with a TONGUE that never SLIPS, and 

 

He ACTS with a HAND that never FAILED. 

 

Amy Grant’s song fits well here: 

 

Are you living in an old man’s rubble? 

Are you listening to the father of lies? 

Are you walk’n with unnecessary burdens? 

Are you trying to take them upon yourself? 

 

If you are, then you’re living in bondage, 

And you know that’s bad for your spiritual health. 

And are you try’n to live by your emotions? 
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Are you put’n your faith in what you feel and see? 

Then you’re living just to satisfy your passions, 

And you better be careful because you are being deceived. 

 

Are you puzzled by the way that you’re behav’n? 

Do you wonder why you do the things you do? 

And are you troubled by your lack of resistance? 

Do you feel that something’s got a hold on you? 

 

Well, deep within you there’s a spiritual battle. 

There’s a voice of the darkness and a voice of the light. 

And just by listening you have made a decision, 

Because the voice you hear is going to win the fight. 

 

Are you living in an old man’s rubble? 

Are you listening to the father of lies? 

If you are, then you’re headed for trouble. 

If you listen too long you eventually die. 

 

If you’re living as a new creation, 

If you’re listening to the Father of light, 

Then you’re living in a mighty fortress, 

And you’re gonna be clothed with power and light. 

(source unknown) 

 

Father, we come to You with the sobering reality of Satan’s 

existence. And we’ve certainly seen how he plays out his 

program in the drama of the Tribulation Period in what we’ve 

seen in his relationship to Israel. And Father as these various 

words have jumped off the page at us, we know his devices are 
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just the same as they were in the Garden of Eden and just the 

same as during the days of the early church. And as they are 

today and will be even to the end of time, he is a master of 

devouring, deceiving, persecuting, accusing, sweeping away 

and waging war. Father may we be aware of that and as 

believers survive because we’re surviving in the armor that’s 

been provided for us. And we’re fighting the good fight of faith. 

We will take the sword of the Spirit, the Word of God and be 

offensive in our battle. And we would stand faithfully in 

prayer, seeking Your face, knowing You are the one who 

provides the victory. We love You and appreciate so much the 

special ministry of the Lord Jesus interceding on our behalf. It 

makes us feel so comfortable to know that He’s our 

representative. And we pray Father that You’d cause us more 

and more to be thankful and grateful for all the things You’ve 

done and provided for us in the Lord Jesus Christ. For it’s in 

His name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Fifteen – The Woman and the War – 

Revelation 12:1-18        NOTES 

 
v. 1 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman having been 

clothed with the sun, and the moon under her feet, and on her 

head a crown of twelve stars; 

v. 2 and she was pregnant; and she is crying out, being in labor 

and in pain to give birth. 

v. 3 And another sign appeared in heaven: and behold, a great red 

dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his heads 

seven crowns. 

v. 4 And his tail is sweeping away a third of the stars of heaven, 

and he threw them to the earth. And the dragon was standing 

before the woman who is about to give birth, in order that 

whenever she gives birth he might devour her child. 

v. 5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to be 

shepherding all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was 

snatched up to God and to His throne. 

v. 6 And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she is having 

there a place which has been prepared by God, in order that there 

they might be nourishing her for one thousand two hundred and 

sixty days. 

v. 7 And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging 

war with the dragon. And the dragon and his angels waged war, 

v. 8 and they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a 

place found for them in heaven. 

v. 9 And the great dragon was thrown down (once for all)—the 

ancient snake who is being called the Devil and Satan, he who is 

deceiving the entire inhabited earth. He was thrown down to the 

earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. 
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            NOTES 
v. 10 And I heard a great (loud) voice in heaven, saying, “Now have 

come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and 

the authority of His Christ, for the accuser of our brothers has 

been thrown down, who is accusing them before our God day and 

night. 

v. 11 And they themselves gained the victory over him through the 

blood of the Lamb and through the word of their testimony, and 

they loved not their life even to death. 

v. 12 For this reason, be rejoicing, O heavens, and those who are 

dwelling in them. Woe! to the earth and the sea, because the devil 

went down to you, having great wrath, knowing that he is having a 

short time.” 

v. 13 And when the dragon saw that he was thrown down into the 

earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male child. 

v. 14 And the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle, 

in order that she might be flying into the wilderness to her place, 

where she is being nourished there a time and times and half a 

time, from the presence of the snake. 

v. 15 And the snake threw water like a river out of his mouth after 

the woman, in order that he might sweep her away with the 

stream. 

v. 16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its 

mouth and swallowed up the river which the dragon threw out of 

his mouth. 

v. 17 And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and went off to 

wage war with the rest of her offspring, who are keeping the 

commandments of God and holding to the testimony of Jesus. 

v. 18 And he stood upon the sand of the sea. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 12:1-18 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 
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2. Describe the two key figures in this particular vision. 

 

 

 

 

3. What happens to the child when it is born, according to 

verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

4. Who is the great dragon, according to verse 9? 

 

 

 

 

5. How did they gain the victory, according to verse 11? 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the dragon’s response to being thrown down into 

the earth, according to verse 13? 
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7. What provision is made for the woman, according to  

verse 14? 

 

 

 

 

8. Describe the dragon’s actions, according to verse 17. 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Satan is opposed and at war with all of God’s 

purposes. 

 

LESSON #2: Israel is one of the prime targets of Satan’s 

opposition. 

 

LESSON #3: Satan is the accuser of the brethren. 

 

LESSON #4: The way to victory over Satan is three-fold: 1) 

the blood of the Lamb; 2) the testimony or witness; and  

3) the willingness to give one’s life for the cause of Christ. 

 

LESSON #5: Satan is cast out of heaven in the middle of the 

tribulation period. 

 

LESSON #6: God in His faithfulness protects and provides  

for Israel during the final three and a half years of this 

judgment. 
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