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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number Sixteen – The Two Beasts – 

Revelation 13:1-18 

John Naisbitt wrote Megatrends 2000. Here are a couple of 

statements from him. He believes that we’re heading toward a 

one-world economy. And of course that one-world economy fits 

everything that is in Revelation 13.  

(Megatrends 2000 by John Naisbitt and Patricia Aburdene) 

Gorbachev says that the world economy is becoming a 

single organism, and no state, whatever its social system or 

economic status, can develop normally outside it. 

p.31

Today, thanks to a thriving world economy, global 

telecommunications, and expanding travel, exchange among 

Europe, North America, and the Pacific Rim is happening at 

an unparalleled pace. In the urban centers of the developing 

world signs of the international youth culture are almost 

everywhere. So enthusiastically are we swapping food, music, 

and fashion that a new universal international lifestyle reigns 

in Osaka, Madrid, and Seattle. 
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 It is consumer-driven: drinking cappuccino and Perrier; 

furnishing the apartment with IKEA; eating sushi; dressing in 

the United Colors of Benetton; listening to U.S.-British rock 

while driving the Hyundai over to MacDonald’s. 

 “The world is becoming more and more cosmopolitan, and 

we are all influencing each other,” says designer Paloma 

Picasso. 

 For the companies that sell these new international 

products, that understand the world as one single market, it is 

an economic bonanza. 

p. 118  

 

And of course, the other word that is dominant in many 

people’s thinking, and a word that’s long overdue is “peace.” 

Peace—peace—peace. And with those things together, we 

recognize we must be getting very close to the fulfillment of 

the things that we’re seeing in biblical prophecy. 

 

Now this chapter—chapter 13—we’ve called it “The Two 

Beasts.” And really it’s the “Two Leaders.” 

 

We’re going to see the world leader, the false Messiah in the 

first ten verses. And then at verse 11 until the end of the 

chapter, we’re going to see the world religious leader. 

 

These two personalities are Satan’s last attempt at a 

successful kingdom that belongs to him and over which he 

reigns and has control. As we look at these two leaders in this 

chapter, realize that we’re in a period of PARENTHESIS. 
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The church has gone home, the Tribulation Period began in 

Revelation 6. We broke those six seals in chapter 6. And to 

make progress to the seven year period, we had to have the 

breaking of a seal, the blowing of a trumpet or the pouring out 

of a bowl. 

 

Alright, between the sixth and the seventh seal, chapter 7 was 

a parenthesis. It was to show us some things that are going on 

in this period and help us understand some of the other things 

that are side issues and side lights to it.  

 

So we saw the 144,000 sealed Jewish believers who are going 

to witness during the period. And then we saw the martyred 

around the Throne, who died for their faith during the 

Tribulation Period. 

 

Then we got to chapter 8 and we broke the seventh seal and 

we blew trumpets one through four. And then we got into 

chapter 9 and we blew trumpets five and six and then we 

entered into another parenthesis. 

 

In chapter 10 we saw the “little book.” In chapter 11 we saw 

those “two witnesses”—Elijah and Moses—who witness during 

the last part of the Tribulation Period. 

 

And then we saw the blowing of the seventh trumpet. Then 

when we got to chapter 12, we were looking at some of the 

personalities that are involved in the period.  

 

In our last study: 
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we saw the woman being Israel,  

 

we saw the red dragon being Satan,  

 

we saw the child of the woman being Christ, 

 

we met Michael the archangel, and 

 

we saw the remnant of Israel in the period. 

 

At that time there was no reference to the church. The church 

is not involved in the period. It’s just not there and involved in 

what’s going on. 

 

It’s probably amazing to many that Satan has an interest in 

religion. That he is the designer, or the master, of wanting to 

have a religious experience without having God involved in it. 

And of course, he was cast out of heaven because of his desires 

for these things. 

 

He likes religion. He wants to use religion and he wants to 

have his own kingdom. But now how do we recognize Satan’s 

religion as opposed to a personal relationship to Christ?  

 

1. Well first of all, Satan will stand against any law or 

authority or anything that demands obedience. 

 

His plea is always for permissiveness. And of course we know 

that permissiveness is the path to the penitentiary, but that’s 
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his plan.  

 

2. He also wants peaceful co-existence. And we learned that 

he is in the business of devouring those with whom he has 

peaceful co-existence.  

 

“He’s like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.” (ref. 1 

Peter 5:8) 

 

3. Then in the realm of sex he wants to make it selfish so it’s 

a satisfaction of glandular needs rather than something that 

flows out of an intimate, personal relationship. 

 

4. In the realm of marriage, the whiff of conflict is an excuse 

for divorce.  

 

5. He delights in drinkers because drinking can cause us 

never to have to face reality. We can escape it and never have 

to face up to life. 

 

6. He delights in drugs because it destroys our mental 

capacity. 

 

7. When it comes to sex and pregnancy, he delights in 

abortions, because we can destroy the evidence of it and the 

child becomes a sacrifice to his cause. 

 

8. We can sell our story through the movies, through music 

and through magazines. 
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9. Keep on smoking as long as possible so we end our life 

prematurely with cancer. 

 

10. Overeating—get fat and depressed so we destroy our self-

image and the joy that ought to be ours in the Lord. 

 

11. And then one of his big things is to use materialism. He 

likes to use money and materialism because that gets people 

hooked on something that puts spiritual things in a secondary 

place where we’re more concerned about these things than we 

are of others. 

 

And what does he do in the realm of religion? In the realm of 

religion he always makes us think about the future, doesn’t 

he? It makes us think in terms of next week, next month, next 

year—“I’ll get serious about these things. I’ll do it then but 

don’t bother me right now. I’ve got places to go and people to 

see.” 

 

So he does use religion and this is the way he looks when we 

see him in action in our day. 

 

Now let’s look at the verses because we’re going to start first 

of all with this false messiah, the world-leader, when we get to 

verse 1. 

 

v. 1 And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having 

ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns ten 

crowns, and on his heads blasphemous names. 
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“And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea,”—the sea always 

speaks of humanity—“having ten horns and seven heads, and 

on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads blasphemous 

names.” 

 

Now what is the relationship between what we see here and 

what we saw in our last passage about the great red dragon? 

 

There’s a tremendous likeness. It’s a family likeness, because 

we have the “seven heads” and the “ten horns.” And now we’ve 

got Satan’s image, or Satan’s messiah, looks like him. He 

carries a family likeness. 

 

“Horns” and “heads” always speak of AUTHORITY and 

Kingdoms. And Satan has the right to those because he’s the 

god of this world. 

 

The crowns are diadems—so they’re the crowns of kings, not 

the crowns that are won by athletic competition or some other 

matter of achievement. 

 

Remember in John 14, Jesus has just got through washing 

their feet and He’s having a few final words with them. 

They’re going out and they’ll give the vine to the branches and 

then he’ll go to the garden to pray and then He dies on the 

cross the next day. 

 

But basically what he’s doing in the Upper Room after supper, 

is answering their questions. And Thomas impresses him 

about wanting to know the way. And Jesus said, “You know 
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I’m the way, the truth and the life. No man comes to the 

Father but by me.”  

 

But then Philip puts a number on the Lord, that really must 

have been devastating—especially after such intimate contact 

for three solid years of ministry. Philip says, “Show us the 

Father and it will satisfy us.” (ref. John 14:8) 

 

Remember Jesus’ answer to that? In John 14:9 He said: 

 

John 14:9 

 

“Have I been so long a time with you, and you have not come 

to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; 

how do you say, ‘Show us the Father’?” 

 

There’s a likeness. When we have seen the Son we’ve seen the 

Father.  

 

Now Satan is a master of counterfeit and we’re going to watch 

this happen throughout his kingdom here, that he wants to 

duplicate that which is real and that which is spiritual. And so 

his messiah, his leader is also going to carry a family likeness 

similar to himself. 

 

Then it says he has “heads” but “blasphemous names.” What 

is it that exists today that would be a blasphemy to God?  

 

Here are SEVEN things: 

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



9 

 

1. We can look at the whole statement “we are gods”—that’s 

blasphemy to God. 

 

2. Channeling the spirits in order to get wisdom when God 

has provided that wisdom. 

 

3. The New Age movement. 

 

4. Satanism. 

 

5. Reincarnation. 

 

6. Crystal, pyramids and the occult world. 

 

7. The drug culture with mind-expanding possibilities. 

 

All these things point us toward that which is “blasphemous” 

to God. And so this false messiah who comes now and is 

involved in this Tribulation Period looks like Satan himself 

from chapter 12. 

 

Now he’s the “man of sin.” He’s known as the “Antichrist.” 

He’s known as “the world dictator”—“the world leader.” 

 

v. 2 And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and 

his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth 

like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him 

his power and his throne and great authority.  

 

“And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet 
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were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a 

lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and 

his great authority.” 

 

Now we have THREE ANIMALS and THREE GIFTS. 

 

First of all, we need to remember that the word “given” occurs 

many, many times here. It’s delegated by Satan. He’s behind 

the whole thing in what he’s given. 

 

Now there are THREE ANIMALS: 

 

1. he looks “like a leopard,” 

 

2. he has “feet…like…a bear,” and 

 

3. he has a “mouth like…a lion.” 

 

And he’s given THREE GIFTS: 

 

1. “power,” 

 

2. “throne,” and 

 

3. “great authority.” 

 

Now those three beasts come out of the book of Daniel. Let’s 

look at what those three animals represent. 

 

First of all we have the “LEOPARD”—that’s Daniel 7:6. And 
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that represents the kingdom of Greece. 

 

Then we have the “BEAR”—in Daniel 7:5. And that represents 

the kingdom of Media-Persia. 

 

And then we have the “LION”—and that’s represented in 

Daniel 7:4. So it’s 7:6—7:5—7:4—and that represents 

Babylon. 

 

Now let’s just take a quick little history lesson.  

 

When the children of Israel went into captivity—of course 

Assyria took Israel in the North into captivity in 721 B.C.—

but the last kingdom (Judah) went into captivity in 586 B.C. 

to Babylon. Alright, that’s our “lion.” 

 

After the Babylonians fell, they fell to the Medio-Persians. 

Then after the Persian Empire, we have the Greeks taking 

over and we have the Grecian Empire.  

 

Then the Greeks folded and we have the Roman Empire—and 

that’s what existed during the time of Christ. It is believed by 

many students of prophecy there is going to be a revived 

Roman Empire. And that revived Roman Empire is going to 

include all the horrible, horrible strengths of these other 

empires. 

 

That which was famous for Babylon, for Media-Persia and for 

Greece will all be put in this masterpiece—this false 

messiah—this world leader and his government. 
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We read in: 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:9 

 

the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, 

with all power and signs and false wonders. 

 

So this world leader is going to be controlled and energized by 

Satan himself and given these things that we’ve looked at 

here.  

 

Now let’s go on with verse 3, because there are several other 

things we need to see in here about him. 

 

v. 3 And one of his heads seemed to have been mortally 

wounded, and his fatal wound was healed. And the 

whole earth followed after the beast full of wonder;  

 

“And one of his heads seemed to have been mortally wounded, 

and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth followed 

after the beast full of wonder;” 

 

Now why is “one of his heads…mortally wounded”? That word 

means “death.”  

 

That’s the same word we had in Revelation 5:6 when it said a 

Lamb was standing “as though he were slain.” We know 

Christ died on the Cross, literally, so what’s Satan got to do 

with his false messiah? He’s got to have a real death and a 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



13 

 

real resurrection too. 

 

So he also has to have a family likeness in his messiah, but he 

also has to have the credentials for a resurrection. Now have 

we had any resurrections in Revelation yet? Remember the 

“two witnesses” back in chapter 11? They were dead for three 

days in the street and they were raised.  

 

Christ was raised from the dead. Now Satan comes along and 

his leader obviously has a death-blow and comes to life again. 

And look what the response is in that phrase: 

 

“And the whole earth followed after the beast full of wonder;” 

 

It’s kind of like he’s a pied piper and he is so popular, the 

whole world united behind him.  

 

Now understand why those statements in Megatrends 2000 

are significant? Because we’re paving the way. 

 

These countries falling out of communist rule and falling 

under democratic leadership are only setting the stage. Who 

says it has to be a communist world that this world dictator 

takes? He can take a democracy just as well as anything else. 

But the worldwide economy is going to force us toward that 

sort of thing, because when we become intimately involved in 

trade we will also become intimately involved politically. 

 

And we can also add—religiously—as we’re going to see in the 

remainder of the study. So we’re moving rapidly toward these 
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things. 

 

Now we’ve got a false resurrection here and everybody’s 

following after him. Now look at what they do—verse 4. 

 

v. 4 and they worshiped the dragon, because he gave 

the authority to the beast; and they worshiped the 

beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who is 

able to wage war with him?”  

 

“and they worshiped the dragon,”—WHY?—“because he gave 

the authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, 

saying, ‘Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war 

with him?”’ 

 

Now there are TWO KEY WORDS that occur FIVE TIMES in 

this chapter.  

 

The one is the word: 

 

1. “worship.” 

 

And the other is the word: 

 

2. “authority.” 

 

Now note the word “given” because it occurs over and over 

again as Satan gives him all of these things. But the key 

words are “worship” and “authority.” Those are the two things 

Satan wants more than anything else. He delights to have 
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someone worship him and he delights to carry the clout—the 

authority.  

 

That’s why that original rebellion took place in Isaiah 14. “For 

I will be like the Most High God. I will ascend the stars of 

heaven! I want this authority. I want this power. I want this 

kingdom.” (see Isaiah 14:13, 14) 

 

Remember in Matthew 4 when Jesus was being tempted by 

the devil? In verse 9 Satan says, “I will give you all these 

kingdoms if You’ll just fall down and worship me.” And the 

Lord says in verse 10: 

 

Matthew 4:10 

 

… “Begone, Satan! It is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord 

your God, and you shall serve Him only.’” 

 

Here the world is worshipping Satan and they’re also 

worshipping “the beast.” 

 

And when they are worshipping “the beast,” there are TWO 

THINGS they’re saying: 

 

1. “Who is like [him]?” and 

 

2. “who is able to wage war with him?” 

 

His PERSON and his POWER are the things that make him 

famous and give him such a horrendous hold on people. 
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First of all, he’s a very unique person. So who is like him? 

Everybody thinks he’s the greatest.  

 

And then “who is able to wage war [against] him?” Isn’t that 

wild? People are so naive. We saw Michael and the angels 

whip him and throw him out of heaven. He gets down here to 

earth and everybody says, “who can beat him?” We’re so 

gullible. We forget history sometimes when we’re giving our 

allegiance and our alliance. 

 

Jesus in John 5 took that guy who’d been 38 years by the pool 

and he didn’t have anybody to put him in the water. 

Remember he was laying on that bed? The angel came down 

and stirred up the water and the first guy who got in was 

healed. And this guy, when the Lord sees him, he says, “You 

know I’ve been here for 38 years,” and he says, “I don’t have 

anybody to put me in.” 

 

And the Lord says, “Pick up your bed and walk.” Then He 

makes a very interesting statement in the latter part of 

chapter 5—listen to this: 

 

John 5:43 

 

“I am come in my Father’s name, and you didn’t receive me: if 

another should come in his own name, him you will receive.” 

 

Isn’t that it? “I come in my Father’s name. You don’t receive 

Me! You don’t respond to me! But if somebody else would 
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come, even in his own name, man you jump on his band wagon 

immediately! You’d march in his parade and support him in 

every way! But for Me, you reject Me.” 

 

Now look at what else is given to him—verse 5.  

 

v. 5 And there was given to him a mouth speaking great 

things (proud words) and blasphemies; and 

authority to operate was given to him for forty-two 

months.  

 

“And there was given to him a mouth speaking great things 

(proud words) and blasphemies;” 

 

And this world leader is making some of those pulpit-

pounding great claims for his kingdom. And he’s blaspheming. 

 

“and authority to operate was given to him for forty-two 

months.” 

 

Okay, that’s when the break takes place in the Tribulation 

Period. There’s a covenant with Israel to let them worship 

freely during the first 3 1/2 years and then that covenant is 

broken and they put up this image of the world leader in the 

Holy of holies and they destroy all of Jewish worship and they 

begin worshipping this world leader. 

 

So for the last 3 1/2 years, he has supreme “authority—forty-

two months”—1,260, the last 3 1/2 years of the period. 
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Now look at verse 6. 

 

v. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against 

God, to blaspheme His name and His dwelling 

place, that is, those who are dwelling in heaven.  

 

“And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to 

blaspheme His name and His dwelling place, that is, those 

who are dwelling in heaven.” 

 

What does it say there?  

 

“he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to 

blaspheme His name and His dwelling place,” 

 

Now are we as concerned over what’s happening in the video 

industry? In the sense that Hollywood humor is to put four-

letter words in the mouths of tiny children that don’t know 

what they’re saying so they can use this macho language to 

make all of us belly-laugh over the fact that kids can say some 

of these horrible words that become acceptable lingo.  

 

We need to recognize where this stuff is coming from. It comes 

straight from the pit of hell and it’s altogether fitting that this 

world leader would use four-letter words and speak and 

communicate however he wants. 

 

Some of the people we work with are not believers and they 

use this filthy language and it pollutes the air almost worse 

than the smoking that takes place sometimes. And we feel so 
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discouraged as we listen to some of that. 

 

As believers hopefully we’re very, very careful about the words 

that we use. We’re going to be held accountable for our words, 

according to what is said in Luke. We are responsible to see 

that our speech is seasoned with salt, that we edify, we 

encourage and we exhort with our language. 

 

James 1:19 

 

We be quick to hear and slow to speak, and slow to anger. 

 

Acts 4:12 

 

Neither is their salvation in any other, for there’s no other 

name under heaven given among men whereby we must be 

saved. 

 

Robert Schuller said this: 

 

(Believe in the God Who Believes in You by Robert H. 

Schuller) 

 

 There was a bus driver in Chicago who had a female 

passenger who expressed her irritation in a string of 

unrepeatable words. Everybody was ashamed. When the bus 

stopped and the profane passenger got ready to disembark, 

the bus driver said, “Madame, you left something behind.” 

 She snapped, “Yeah? What did I leave behind?” 

 “A very bad impression,” he replied. 
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p. 68  

 

David Seamands says: 

 

(God’s Blueprint for Living: New Perspectives on the Ten 

Commandments by David A. Seamands)  

 

 In an airport restroom, amid the crude graffiti that one 

finds on the walls in such places, one scrawl caught my 

attention. It said: “Damn is not God’s last name.” 

p. 52  

 

Well said. 

 

Gail MacDonald writes the following: 

 

(Keep Climbing by Gail MacDonald) 

 

… sharpen the heart in the presence of the Father so that the 

mouth can be opened with the confidence that what comes out 

has been tested. The mouth simply “prints” what’s in the 

heart. 

pp. 121-22  

 

Just like the printer prints what’s on the computer, so the 

mouth simply prints what’s in the heart. 

 

Thomas à Kempis said: 

 

“He who diligently tends to himself is easily quiet about 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



21 

 

others.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Notice again—“given…given.” 

 

v. 7 And it was given to him to make war with the 

saints and to gain the victory over them; and 

authority was given to him over every tribe and 

people and language and nation.  

 

“And it was given to him to make war with the saints and to 

gain the victory over them; and authority was given to him 

over every tribe and people and language and nation.” 

 

He was given the “authority” during this period—the power to 

“make war with the saints.” 

 

Who are they? Everybody who has become a Christian during 

the Tribulation Period now, he is out to liquidate. They are 

enemy #1 so he’s going to kill the Christians. 

 

And he has this power over all the kindreds and “nation.” So 

once again we see that the “authority was given to him.” 

There the word comes out again in the text. 

 

“authority was given to him over every tribe and people and 

language and nation.” 

 

And Satan, as the god of this world, has the ability to give 

that. So we’ve got a universal kingdom now on our hands with 
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this false messiah. 

 

v. 8 And all who are dwelling on the earth shall worship 

him, all whose name has not been written in the 

book of life of the Lamb who has been slain from 

the foundation (creation) of the world.  

 

“And all who are dwelling on the earth shall worship him, all 

whose name has not been written in the book of life of the 

Lamb who has been slain from the foundation (or creation) of 

the world.” 

 

Now the word “all” has an EXCEPTION. 

 

“all who are dwelling on the earth shall”—there’s our word 

“worship” again—“worship him.” 

 

But those whose name has been written in the Lamb’s Book of 

Life are not going to worship him. To put their name in the 

Lamb’s Book of Life also puts them on a hit list. Immediately 

they are signing their own death warrant to become a 

Christian during this period. And there are ways to get that 

and the world leader’s going to do it here in just a second. 

We’re going to see how he’s going to pull this thing off in just a 

moment as we conclude the chapter. But everybody “whose 

name has not been written in the book of life.”  

 

Now verse 9 is a wonderful verse because it is a verse that 

presents a powerful argument from SILENCE. 
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What’s an argument from silence? Well it’s by what’s left out. 

Watch this.  

 

v. 9 If anyone is having an ear, let him hear.  

 

“If anyone is having an ear, let him hear.” 

 

Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. 

Right?  

 

After every one of those seven letters, what did we hear the 

Lord Jesus say?  

 

“If anyone has an ear let him hear what the Spirit is saying to 

the churches.” 

 

Right? Seven times we had that. Now what do we have in this 

verse?  

 

“If anyone is having an ear, let him hear.” 

 

What’s left out?  

 

“what the Spirit is saying to the churches.” 

 

Why? The Spirit isn’t saying anything to the churches because 

the church isn’t here! It’s gone! The Spirit of God never makes 

a mistake in words that are left out and words that are 

included. The Lord does not waste print and paper when He 

communicates His message. And there was a reason for a stop 
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after “anyone who is having an ear let him hear” because the 

church is gone and the Spirit of God went with the church—

home to Glory. 

 

Now there are two more “if anyone’s” in verse 10. Now when 

we get to verse 10, we have almost a tendency to slip it into 

neutral because we think John missed it. But if we do that 

right now, we’re going to miss a tremendous blessing because 

verse 10 is one of the jewels that’s set right in the text that is 

so special and so timely.  

 

v. 10 If anyone is leading into captivity, into captivity 

he will go; if anyone kills with a sword, it is a 

necessity for him to be killed with a sword. Here is 

the perseverance (steadfast endurance) and faith of 

the saints.  

 

“If anyone is leading into captivity, into captivity he will go; if 

anyone kills with a sword, it is a necessity for him to be killed 

with a sword. Here is the perseverance (or the steadfast 

endurance) and faith of the saints.” 

 

“If anyone has an ear,” 

 

“If anyone is lead into captivity,” 

 

“if anyone kills”—dah-dah-dah. 

 

Now why is that verse there? Overwhelmed by this world 

leader? He has control of everything—every tribe, tongue and 
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nation. He’s got everybody worshipping him and whoever 

doesn’t worship him is going to get killed. And are we thinking 

that maybe God lost it right here? And Satan has the upper 

hand? 

 

We’ve had those feelings in our lives at one time. Surely the 

early Christians thought that when Jesus was hanging on the 

Cross. That feeling that Satan finally won one and God lost it!  

 

Now why is this verse here? It’s to show us that Satan doesn’t 

have any authority but what is included under God’s 

sovereign rule. And his kingdom is a kingdom by permission.  

 

And so God’s sovereignty is still intact. And so God just kind 

of drops it in there! He says, “You know, if anybody leads 

anybody into captivity, they’re going to go into captivity.” And 

he’s going to go into the abyss for a thousand years and 

ultimately into the lake of fire. 

 

“If anyone kills, he’s going to be killed too!” So just remember 

this—what’s that gross statement we passed around for so 

long? “The opera ain’t over until the fat lady sings.” That’s it. 

God writes the finale! His sovereignty is still intact and we 

can count on the fact that his kingdom only operates under 

the sovereign authority of God the Father. God the Father has 

the final word! 

 

In John 19 Christ is already before Pilate. It’s just before He’s 

hanging on the Cross. He’s already had all this other, and of 

course by the end of chapter 19 He’s already dead. And He 
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says this to Pilate: 

 

John 19:11 

 

Jesus replied: “You have no power whatsoever of your own, 

but only what is granted you from above…” 

 

There it is. Pilate’s cool. He’s the governor of the Roman 

empire and he has this authority over Christ. And Christ just 

looks him straight in the face and He says, “You don’t have 

any authority. The only authority you have has been granted 

from above.” Doesn’t that fit the passage?  

 

If we’re having a rough time and yet we really know the truth 

that God is sovereign and He won’t allow anything to come 

into our life but what is going to be for character development 

and for our own good, then we can hang on and persevere. 

Can’t we? Because it’s going to get better and God’s going to 

work it out.  

 

That explains why Joseph could last for 22 years in prison and 

at Potiphar’s house, after being sold into Egypt, because he 

knew God had some purpose. And when he came to the end of 

his life he said, “You guys thought it for evil against me, but 

God meant it for good.” 

 

And God was working that all out. And so under the sovereign 

control of God, even through adversity and the difficult 

circumstances, the Christian can do what? The Christian can 

“persevere” with “steadfast endurance.” 
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Now the neat thing about it is that we’ve had that word a 

dozen times in the book of Revelation already. Remember we 

just kept waxing eloquent almost every night on hupomeno—

remain under the stress—“steadfast endurance.” The Lord 

loved it so much He commended at least three of the seven 

churches for that quality.  

 

In Revelation 1:9 John says: 

 

Revelation 1:9 

 

…the tribulation, the kingdom and the perseverance… 

 

To Ephesus he mentions it twice: 

 

Revelation 2:2, 3 

 

…your toil and endurance…and you are having endurance… 

 

To Pergamos: 

 

Revelation 2:19 

 

…your perseverance… 

 

To the church at Philadelphia: 

 

Revelation 3:10 
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And you have kept the word of My perseverance (steadfast 

endurance)… 

 

We don’t preach that. We don’t tell people that when they 

become Christians, they’re going to have a rough time and run 

uphill into the wind and that God is going to put His hand on 

their lives and begin to work on them.  

 

Like Tim Hansel said: 

 

“Life ain’t no ride on no pink duck.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s it. That epitomizes the fact that we try to communicate 

that. We love this health-wealth-prosperity gospel because it 

doesn’t make any demands of us.  

 

We want a comfortable, convenient commitment to 

Christianity that isn’t going to cost us anything. And when the 

Lord puts His hand on our lives, there’s going to be a lot of 

adversity and a lot of difficulty, but we have somebody walk 

with us through it. And He’s doing some wonderful things in 

our life as a process. 

 

Larry Norman said: 

 

“Life is filled with gun and war, 

and everyone got trampled on the floor.” 

(source unknown) 
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That’s the description too many times. 

 

And isn’t that a wonderful verse? We can persevere with 

anything when we know that a loving, sovereign God is at 

work and He’s going to carry us through it. 

 

Now let’s look at this other beast for just a second and we’ll 

wrap this up. 

 

v. 11 And I saw another beast coming up out of the 

earth; and he was having two horns like a lamb, 

and he was speaking like a dragon.  

 

“And I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he 

was having two horns like a lamb, and he was speaking like a 

dragon.” 

 

Family likeness again—this is the RELIGIOUS LEADER. 

 

Now when we read some of the occult literature, they believe 

that the false messiah is already here—to give us an idea of 

who this religious leader is going to hook up with. 

 

For instance, there was an ad in April 25, 1982 that said: 

 

(Satan’s Evangelistic Strategy For This New Age by Erwin W. 

Lutzer & John F. DeVries) 

 

 THE WORLD HAS HAD ENOUGH… 

 OF HUNGER, INJUSTICE, WAR.  
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 IN ANSWER TO OUR CALL FOR HELP  

 AS WORLD TEACHER FOR ALL HUMANITY  

 THE CHRIST IS NOW HERE … 

 This world teacher, the ad announced, is Lord Maitreya, 

known to Christians as the Christ, to Jews as Messiah, to 

Buddhists as the Fifth Buddha, to Muslims as the Iman 

Mahdi, and to Hindus as Krishna. The ad stated that these 

are all names for the same person. 

p. 145  

 

So that’s their statement.  

 

Now Jeane Dixon believed, along with those who are 

astrologers, that when the age of Aquarius came, when all the 

planets lined up on February 5, 1962, the false messiah was 

born. She calls it the “new messiah.” And she had a vision that 

day, shortly after dawn in Washington, D.C. and she said it’s: 

 

(Peace, Prosperity, and the Coming Holocaust by Dave Hunt)  

 

…the “most significant and soul-stirring” vision of [my] life. 

Mrs. Dixon saw a long-dead Pharoah [sic] and Queen Nefertiti 

at his side striding toward her. The queen was holding out a 

baby as though offering it to the world. Jeane recalls 

reverently: “The eyes of the child were all-knowing…full of 

wisdom and knowledge.” 

pp. 92-93  

 

And she goes on to describe how this fascination with this 

individual is that he is the one who has long been promised 
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and who is now going to come to liberate the world, and we’re 

going to have no more war and suffering with this new leader. 

 

Well, he’s 28 years of age now, and so soon he’s going to be 

revealed.  

 

Is in fact what they have seen and experienced an indication 

of that? We have to be confronted with those kinds of things. 

We move from this world leader now to the false prophet who’s 

intimately involved in the religious aspect of it. And basically 

his part is to get everybody to worship the world leader—the 

false Christ. Just like the Spirit of God points everybody to 

Christ. Christ is glorified by the Spirit. 

 

John the Baptist: 

 

John 3:30 

 

He, Christ, must continually be increasing and I must be 

decreasing. 

 

This false prophet is the counterpart to the Spirit of God and 

to John the Baptist, the voice crying in the wilderness. 

 

v. 12 And he is exercising all the authority of the first 

beast in his presence. And he is making the earth 

and those who are dwelling in it to worship the 

first beast, whose fatal wound was healed.  

 

“For he is exercising all the authority of the first beast in his 
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presence. And he is making the earth and those who are 

dwelling in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound 

was healed.” 

 

He has delegated authority and he points them to worship. 

 

v. 13 And he is performing great signs, so that he even 

is making fire to be coming down out of heaven to 

the earth in the presence of men.  

 

“And he is performing great signs, so that even he is making 

fire to be coming down out of heaven and to the earth in the 

presence of men.” 

 

When did we see that? When Elijah did this—and he’s the one 

who’s famous for that—so now Satan’s got his deal. 

 

v. 14 And he is deceiving those who are dwelling on the 

earth by means of the signs which it was given him 

to perform in the presence of the beast, saying to 

those who are dwelling upon the earth to make an 

image to the beast who is having the wound of the 

sword and came to life.  

 

“And he is deceiving”—there’s that word we saw a lot—“those 

who are dwelling on the earth by means of the signs which it 

was given him to perform in the presence of the beast, saying 

to those who are dwelling upon the earth to make an image to 

the beast who is having the wound of the sword and came to 

life.” 
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So he not only deceives them, he wants them to make an 

image so that they can put this image in the Holy of holies 

and begin to worship this world leader. 

 

v. 15 And there was given to him to give breath to the 

image of the beast, in order that the image of the 

beast might even speak and that it should cause as 

many as do not worship the image of the beast to be 

killed.  

 

“And there was given to him to give breath to the image of the 

beast, in order that the image of the beast might even speak 

and that it should cause as many as do not worship the image 

of the beast to be killed.” 

 

Now we have ONE WORLD RELIGION. We have to worship 

this beast—“the image of [this] beast”—and worship the beast 

through the image of the beast or we’re going to die as a result 

of it. 

 

Now what does it mean, “he gave it life”? 

 

Satan cannot give life. This is something similar to what they 

have in the Hall of the Presidents. Ever been to the Hall of the 

Presidents in Disney World? There are all these wax figures 

on the stage.  Wow! All these presidents. And then all of a 

sudden Abraham Lincoln gets up from the chair, takes a bow, 

smiles at everybody and begins the Gettysburg Address with 

all the gestures and everything else. And then after he 
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finishes, he bows and turns around and sits down. 

 

And we have heard Abraham Lincoln reincarnated. If Disney 

can do it, the devil can too. We have a very similar picture 

here in what he does to deceive men with some kind of a 

mechanical device that makes it look like this image is 

actually the beast alive. 

 

v. 16 And he is making all, the small and the great, and 

the rich and the poor, and the free men and the 

slaves, that they give to them a mark on their right 

hand, or on their forehead,  

 

“And he is making all, the small and the great, and the rich 

and the poor, and the free men and the slaves,”—every part of 

society there—“that they give to them a mark on their right 

hand, or on their forehead,” 

 

Now this “mark” is to make it possible to have food, clothing, 

electricity, fuel, water, housing, medical care—everything 

that’s necessary to survive. 

 

v. 17 so that no one should be able to buy or to sell, 

except the one who is having the mark, which is the 

name of the beast or the number of his name.  

 

“so that no one should be able to buy or to sell, except the one 

who is having the mark, which is the name of the beast or the 

number of his name.” 
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Now see that’s why we have a world economy, because with 

the world economy he can control all of these things. And then 

of course verse 18 says: 

 

v. 18 Here is wisdom. He who is having understanding, 

let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is 

man’s number; and his number is six hundred sixty-

six.  

 

“Here is wisdom. He who is having understanding, let him 

calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s number; and 

his number is six hundred sixty-six.” 

 

Now we’ve played a lot with “666.” All 6s is one number short 

of perfection. The perfect number is 7—6 is man’s number, one 

short of that. Let’s leave it there. 

 

There are little kids that are scared to death when they go to 

the store and buy something that comes out $6.66. Or when 

they see a license plate that’s “666.” Some people will not fly 

out of gate 13 at the airport. 

 

Numbers—Satan has an ability to strike fear and superstition 

with numbers. And we’ve done that with 666 and 13. 

 

This is don’t worry about if we’re a believer. We aren’t going to 

be here anyway. We’re going to understand later on the 

significance of that number, but why worry about it since we 

aren’t going to be here and involved in it? 
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There have been some people who’ve taken 666 and weighed 

the numbers with letters and came up with Khrushchev and 

came up with some of the wildest statements. And let’s just 

leave it at this and recognize that this mark is going to be on 

everybody and that’s the way they’re going to control the 

world economy. 

 

Now we got these nine lessons out of the passage and then 

we’ll look at a couple of closing observations. 

 

Lesson #1: There is an unholy trinity made up of Satan, the 

world’s leader, and the false prophet. 

 

Lesson #2: Much of Satan’s activity involves a counterfeiting 

ministry of the Person of Christ. 

 

Lesson #3: Worship of the world leader will be worldwide. 

 

Lesson #4: Satan can also perform miracles. 

 

Lesson #5: Faith and perseverance stand together as 

characterizing the life of the saint. 

 

Lesson #6: Making, performing, and deceiving are 

characteristics of Satan’s strategy. 

 

Lesson #7: Idolatry is an intricate part of the whole satanic 

religious system. 

 

Lesson #8: One must receive the mark of the beast to survive. 
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Lesson #9: The world is certainly being prepared for world 

government and world religion. 

 

Now let’s end our study, first of all, on a note of triumph. 

These two verses are out of Martin Luther’s hymn “A Mighty 

Fortress is Our God”: 

 

A mighty fortress is our God, 

a bulwark never failing. 

Our helper He, amid the flood 

of mortal ills prevailing. 

 

And tho’ this world with devils filled 

should threaten to undo us, 

We will not fear for God has willed 

His truth to triumph through us. 

(source unknown) 

 

And then from Annie Dillard: 

 

(Teaching a Stone to Talk: Expeditions and Encounters by 

Annie Dillard) 

 

 On a ship near a coast, I had once seen a heavy-bodied 

moth panting. The moth stood on the ship’s rail beside me and 

faced the water. It was a sphinx moth, a thick diurnal moth 

with tiny wings; people often mistake sphinx moths for 

hummingbirds. In order for them to fly at all, they must 

supercharge their flight muscles with oxygen. A resting state 
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will not suffice. Beside me on the rail, the sphinx moth raced 

its engines for takeoff like a jet on a runway. I could see its 

brown body vibrate and its red-and-black wings [begin to] 

tremble. I left its side to fetch drawing paper from my cabin. 

When I returned, it was still revving up. 

 Maybe I scared it. After trembling so violently that it 

seemed it must blow apart, the moth took flight. Its wings 

blurred, like a hummingbird’s. It flew a few yards out over the 

water before it began losing altitude. It was going down. Its 

wings buzzed; it gained height and lost, gained and lost, and 

always lost more than it gained, until its heavy body dragged 

in the water, and it drowned before my eyes without a splash. 

p. 48  

 

Father, we come to You and pray that we would recognize that 

if we’re not soaring heavenward, we are losing altitude and 

heading downward. Life is speeding past us. We pray that 

Your Spirit would lift us heavenward and do a mighty work in 

each person’s life. And Father, as believers, may we be aware 

of what’s going on. As a result of studying this chapter and 

seeing these two world leaders, we are those who are ready 

and equipped. That we would be those who would point men 

and women to the true Messiah, to the true faith, the 

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. And with You Father, 

because of Him, may we give You the glory and the honor and 

the praise that You deserve. And thank You too that greater is 

He that is in us than he that is in the world. That Satan is a 

defeated foe and ultimately, we’re going to have the privilege 

of enjoying eternity with the King of kings and Lord of lords 

as He rules and reigns with us and we submit ourselves to 
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Your sovereign authority. We love You, Father, for all You’ve 

done for us. Pray that we would be those who would express 

that in worship. You alone are worthy of our praise and we 

give You thanks. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Sixteen – The Two Beasts –  

Revelation 13:1-18        NOTES 

 
v. 1 And I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns 

and seven heads, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads 

blasphemous names. 

v. 2 And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet 

were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. 

And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great 

authority. 

v. 3 And one of his heads seemed to have been mortally wounded, 

and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth followed 

after the beast full of wonder; 

v. 4 and they worshiped the dragon, because he gave the authority 

to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the 

beast, and who is able to wage war with him?” 

v. 5 And there was given to him a mouth speaking great things 

(proud words) and blasphemies; and authority to operate was 

given to him for forty-two months. 

v. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to 

blaspheme His name and His dwelling place, that is, those who are 

dwelling in heaven. 

v. 7 And it was given to him to make war with the saints and to 

gain the victory over them; and authority was given to him over 

every tribe and people and language and nation. 

v. 8 And all who are dwelling on the earth shall worship him, all 

whose name has not been written in the book of life of the Lamb 

who has been slain from the foundation (creation) of the world. 

v. 9 If anyone is having an ear, let him hear. 

v. 10 If anyone is leading into captivity, into captivity he will go; if 

anyone kills with a sword, it is a necessity for him to be killed with 

a sword. Here is the perseverance (steadfast endurance) and faith 

of the saints. 
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            NOTES 
v. 11 And I saw another beast coming up out of the earth; and he 

was having two horns like a lamb, and he was speaking like a 

dragon. 

v. 12 And he is exercising all the authority of the first beast in his 

presence. And he is making the earth and those who are dwelling 

in it to worship the first beast, whose fatal wound was healed. 

v. 13 And he is performing great signs, so that he even is making 

fire to be coming down out of heaven to the earth in the presence of 

men. 

v. 14 And he is deceiving those who are dwelling on the earth by 

means of the signs which it was given him to perform in the 

presence of the beast, saying to those who are dwelling upon the 

earth to make an image to the beast who is having the wound of 

the sword and came to life. 

v. 15 And there was given to him to give breath to the image of the 

beast, in order that the image of the beast might even speak and 

that it should cause as many as do not worship the image of the 

beast to be killed. 

v. 16 And he is making all, the small and the great, and the rich 

and the poor, and the free men and the slaves, that they give to 

them a mark on their right hand, or on their forehead, 

v. 17 so that no one should be able to buy or to sell, except the one 

who is having the mark, which is the name of the beast or the 

number of his name. 

v. 18 Here is wisdom. He who is having understanding, let him 

calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s number; and his 

number is six hundred sixty-six. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 13:1-18 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 
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2. Describe the first beast in verses 1 & 2. 

 

 

 

 

3. Where does he receive his power and authority, according to 

verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

4. Who is worshiped and why, according to verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

5. Against whom does the beast speak, according to verse 6? 

 

 

 

 

6. Describe the second beast and his function, according to 

verses 11-14. 
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7. What is this beast making everyone do, according to  

verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

8. Why is it necessary to have the mark of the beast, according 

to verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: There is an unholy trinity made up of Satan, the 

world’s leader, and the false prophet. 

 

LESSON #2: Much of Satan’s activity involves a 

counterfeiting ministry of the Person of Christ. 

 

LESSON #3: Worship of the world leader will be worldwide. 

 

LESSON #4: Satan can also perform miracles. 

 

LESSON #5: Faith and perseverance stand together as 

characterizing the life of the saint. 

 

LESSON #6: Making, performing, and deceiving are 

characteristics of Satan’s strategy. 

 

LESSON #7: Idolatry is an intricate part of the satanic 

religious system. 

 

LESSON #8: One must receive the mark of the beast to 

survive. 

 

LESSON #9: The world is certainly being prepared for world 

government and world religion. 
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