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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number Seventeen – The Lamb, the Angels and 

the Harvest – Revelation 14:1-20 

When we talk about parenting and we talk about 

relationships, do we ever wonder about our relationship to 

God? And how as a parent He feels about us? And how 

fulfilled He feels inside about where we are and where we’re 

coming from? 

Of course we’re living in these days when men like Erhard will 

influence John Denver to the point where he will say, “One of 

these days I’ll be so complete I won’t be human. I’ll be a god.” 

(source unknown) 

That solves a lot of problems when we can be our own god. 

First Chronicles 12:32 says: 

1 Chronicles 12:32 

the men of Issachar understood the times and they knew what 

Israel should do. 
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Do we really understand the times that we’re living in?  

 

Centuries ago John had a vision on the Isle of Patmos that 

involved a Gulf crisis, that involved a lot of the things that we 

see happening today. We need to be realistic and understand 

what is really going on and how the prophetic truth fits to 

that. 

 

Harry Truman was 83 years of age and he had Mt. Saint 

Helen’s Lodge at Spirit Lake. He’d lived there for 50 years and 

he had his 16 cats and his 1883 player piano and he loved his 

Shenley Bourbon and Coke and he wasn’t going to leave the 

mountain no matter what.  

 

He became a national symbol in early 1980 in those first four 

months because he was interviewed on national television as 

to why he wasn’t going to go down the mountain. And this is 

what Harry said: 

 

“It’s definitely a mistake. Somebody done it to cause trouble 

for me and the law and everybody else. I have no intentions to 

leave here. I never had any intentions and everybody knew it. 

The north side has left me alone entirely. I’m on the northeast 

side. There’s no rock, no ash, no nothing on my side. I had 

some people ask me why the [blank] I stayed—what I be doing 

up there. That’s my life—Spirit Lake and Mt. St. Helen’s. My 

life, folks. I lived there 50 years. It’s a part of me—that 

mountain and that lake is a part of Truman and I’m a part of 

it. I know this mountain. It don’t dare blow up on me.” 

(source unknown) 
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That’s Harry Truman. 

 

Now perhaps some of us are not quite as belligerent in our 

statements about prophetic truth and the reality of the 

existence of God in that. But our lives demonstrate some of 

the same blindness.  

 

Minds that are darkened, lives that are isolated, lives that are 

only living for the temporary—and that’s going to pass away 

and we’re hanging on to it like that’s all we’ve really got.  

 

Well May 18th, a Sunday morning, Harry was last seen 

watering his lawn, getting ready for the visitors to come. 

David Johnston was a scientist who called on the ham radio to 

say, “It’s happening! It’s happening!” at 8:32 a.m. And that 

place where his Jeep and his camper were, five miles from the 

top, was completely gone and he was never found—along with 

70 other people who didn’t believe that the mountain was 

going to blow up.  

 

The helicopter pilots who were involved in the rescue said, “I 

told them that this was going to come and they just laughed 

and waved me away.” But the laughter soon turned to panic 

and so many gave their lives. 

(source unknown) 

 

Malcolm Muggeridge said: 

 

“The basic condition for a civilization is that there should be 
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law and order. Obviously, this is coming to an end.” 

(source unknown) 

 

A dear family in Tennessee had an heirloom grandfather clock 

in the hall that kind of symbolized their family life. And one 

night the father was reading quite late and he was aroused 

from his dozing with the chiming of the clock—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 

7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. And he immediately awoke, ran 

upstairs, woke up his wife and said, “Honey it’s later than it’s 

ever been before.” 

 

We were amazed in the 1980s to understand that five nations 

of the world had atomic potential. And then in the 90s 

probably ten or more. One hundred and sixty-five million 

people will die in the first blast from an atomic bomb. And 

when these mad men have nuclear potential, it puts our lives 

in a precarious position. 

 

In the picture that is described in the book of Revelation, John 

is on the Isle of Patmos. He was exiled there by Domitian, the 

Roman Emperor. And on this little island he receives the 

divine revelation.  

 

Now he has an inspired outline for the whole book: 

 

Revelation 1:19 

 

Write therefore the things which you saw, and the things 

which are, and the things which shall take place after these 

things. 
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The things which he “saw” is chapter 1—the picture of Christ, 

the coming Judge. 

 

The things which “are” are the letters to the 7 churches—

Jesus speaks each one of these 7 letters and we took them one 

after the other: 

 

Ephesus, 

 

Smyrna, 

 

Pergamos, 

 

Thyatira, 

 

Sardis, 

 

Philadelphia, and 

 

Laodicea. 

 

It described the present church age. 

 

When we get to chapter 4, where we stopped, we move into the 

future—the things which shall be hereafter are chapter 4 to 

chapter 22. 

 

Now we have covered quite a number of those chapters in the 

second section, but let’s have a quick overview.  
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In chapter 4 we’re immediately caught up into heaven at the 

throne, and we see God’s throne. That’s the point of the 

Rapture of the church—when the church is taken out of this 

world. 

 

In chapter 5 there is a seven sealed book that nobody can open 

until the Lion of the tribe of Judah—Christ Himself—steps 

forward to open that book. With the opening of that book 

begins a seven year period of great Tribulation. And that’s 

described from Revelation 6 to chapter 19. 

 

Now where are we with this passage? We’re in chapter 14 so 

we’re right down near the end of that period. So we’re 

beginning now to get a handle on where we are. 

 

The next prophetic event to happen—if it happened today—

would be the Rapture of the Church. That means everybody 

who’s a Christian would be immediately taken into the 

presence of the Lord. With the things that are happening in 

the world, we would not be living without an uncertainty of 

answering that call of the Rapture of the church. Because 

those things that are happening are going to be happening 

during this period of time that we’re talking about, and we’ll 

see that in just a minute as we look at Revelation chapter 14. 

 

Now this period of time—this 7-year period—why is it 7 years 

and why is it called the Great Tribulation? Well it’s called 

some other names. It’s called the Day of the Lord. It’s called 

Daniel’s 70th week. It’s called a time of Great Tribulation—7 
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years in length. 

 

Now how did it get to 7 years? Well Daniel wanted to know 

what was going to happen to the nation Israel in the future. 

And the Lord said, “Seventy weeks of years are going to be put 

on the nation Israel.”  

 

Seventy times seven is 490 years. And those 70 weeks of years 

will be divided into three parts. They’ll be 7 weeks, 62 weeks 

and 1 week of years. 

 

1. In 7 weeks of years or 49 years, the temple will be rebuilt.  

 

And if we start from the decree for the rebuilding of the 

temple, 49 years to the dedication of the temple—perfect. 

Daniel is right on target. 

 

2. Then 62 weeks of years is 434 years and Messiah will be 

cut off.  

 

Sir Robert Anderson in his research brought the end of those 

62 weeks of years right to the Passion Week of Christ—to His 

death on the Cross. So it’s perfect! 

 

So what does it leave? 

 

3. One more week of years and God is going to use that to 

judge the nation Israel before they enter into the Kingdom, 

which is going to follow that 7 year period when we get to 

Revelation 20. 
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So that’s why we have 7 years here. There are a literal 7 years 

of Great Tribulation.  

 

Now in Revelation 6-19 those 7 years are described. In order 

to make progress through that 7-year period, there must be 

the breaking of a seal, the blowing of a trumpet or the pouring 

out of a bowl of wrath.  

 

There are 7 seals, 7 trumpets and 7 bowls. Now that’s simple 

enough. 

 

In chapter 6 we have the breaking of some of those seals—Six 

of them for instance. And under the breaking of those seals we 

have famine, war, earthquakes, and martyrdom. There are 

lots of things that are really sad under those first six seals. 

 

And then God kind of stops in chapter 7 to give us a little 

PARENTHESIS. And He tells us about 144,000 Jewish 

evangelists who are going to be moving around the world at 

this time preaching the Gospel, and they’re going to be 

protected during this period of time. 

 

And then it shows us a great company of people who have 

their palm branches and they’re praising God in heaven. And 

these are the people who have died for their faith during this 

period. 

 

During the 7 year period, there are going to probably be more 

people who come to Christ than during the centuries of the 
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church. It’s going to be a great harvest. We want to leave a lot 

of stuff behind so they know where we’ve gone. We want them 

to have something to study. We want them to have something 

to know that we were right and that we were ready for what 

took place. 

 

So there are going to be many people, but the only problem 

with coming to know Christ during the Tribulation Period is 

they have a very unsympathetic administration over them. In 

fact, several things are going to happen.  

 

Then after chapter 7, chapter 8 starts the trumpets. And 

chapter 8 and 9 we have SIX of those TRUMPETS. And those 

things really affect the sun, the moon, the stars, and the 

earth. It’s almost like a description of an atomic holocaust 

that’s described in those trumpets. 

 

Then in chapter 10 we have a “little book.” And that “little 

book,” when we eat it it’s sweet to the taste but when it gets to 

the stomach it’s bitter. And that’s the Bible. It’s sweet to the 

taste because it’s filled with grace, but if someone rejects it 

and tries to put it down, it’s going to become bitter to them. 

It’s going to be filled with judgment—so we have a choice. 

 

Chapter 11 there are “two witnesses”—Elijah and Moses—

who witness during this period of time. They’re resurrected 

and are here on earth for part of that time. 

 

Chapter 12—Satan and Israel are in great conflict.  
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And in chapter 13, we have the two world leaders. There is 

going to be a world dictator. There’s going to be someone who 

is going to assume worldwide leadership. And he is also going 

to have a false prophet who is going to control the religion. 

And that’s New Age theology. It fits this whole framework 

beautifully when we try to see it all put together. 

 

Okay that’s chapter 13. Now where are we? We’re at chapter 

14. We haven’t poured out the bowls yet, so the bowls are 

going to come in our next study. And then in chapter 17 we’re 

going to have the fall of the political system—or religious 

system. 

 

Chapter 18—the fall of the political system. 

 

Chapter 19—Christ is going to come back again to set up His 

Kingdom. 

 

Chapter 20—we’re going to have the Kingdom. 

 

Chapter 21 and 22—we’re going to have the new heavens and 

the new earth.  

 

We’re right in the middle—the latter half of this 7 year period. 

 

Now this is still a part of the PARENTHESIS. Why is chapter 

14 in the Bible? Chapter 14 is in the Bible for the same reason 

that we have a lot of promises in the Bible. God likes to tell us 

ahead of time what He’s got planned.  
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We sit down and read our Bible and we get up and realize God 

prepared us for that very thing that day because we took time 

to meet with Him. Ever had that happen? 

 

The Bible’s filled with promises like that when we start living 

that kind of life. When we really open ourselves up to God and 

allow Him to speak to us, it’s an incredible thing how the 

Word of God works. 

 

Philippians 1:6 

 

Being confident of this very thing, that He who began a good 

work in you will continue to perform it until the day of Christ. 

 

He’s not going to give up on us. Isn’t that neat? 

 

1 Corinthians 2:9 

 

Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither has it entered into 

the heart of man things which the Lord hath prepared for 

them that love Him. 

 

It’s going to get great.  

 

John 14:1 

 

In My Father’s house there are many mansions. If it were not 

so I would have told you. I’m going to get a place ready for 

you. And when I get it ready, I’m going to come again and take 

you unto Myself. 
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His reputation’s at stake. The Bible is filled with comfort to 

keep us persevering! Keeps us going because it’s going to be 

fabulous out there when we reach the finish line and we see 

all that God has prepared for us. That’s chapter 14. 

 

These people have been suffering horrendously. This world 

leader has total economic control. They have to take his mark 

in order to buy, to sell, to do anything. So the whole economic 

system is wrapped up in the government.  

 

And secondly, religion has deteriorated to the point where 

they worship the world leader.  

 

This world leader is going to have everybody worship him 

under the guise of the New Age religion before everything is 

all over and the final chapter is written.  

 

So chapter 14 is like an oasis in the wilderness of judgment. 

It’s God saying, “Look! My purpose is still going to be fulfilled, 

everything is going to work out okay. I’m doing this to comfort 

you.” 

 

When we get to chapter 14 we’re going to see some fabulous 

things in these verses that we’re looking at together. 

 

Psalm 138:8 

 

The Lord will perfect that which concerneth me. 
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There’s a story about a little boy who had a sailor for a father 

who was coming home to see him. And the little boy, to get 

ready for his dad, worked all afternoon trying to whittle and 

carve a little ship model. And he fell asleep with very little 

success achieved.  

 

The father came in and he removed the block of wood that had 

been carved and nicked and he put in its place an exquisite 

model—all rigged—of a vessel. And our life is like that. We’re 

going to whittle and carve and carry on through life and it’s 

going to be a mess when we put it in his hands. But soon we 

shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is—

instantaneously everything will be changed and we’ll bear the 

image of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

1 John 3:2 

 

Soon we shall be like Him for we shall see Him as He is. 

 

Let’s get started—verse 1. 

 

v. 1 And I looked, and behold, the Lamb standing on 

Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred and forty-

four thousand, having His name and the name of 

His Father written on their foreheads. 

 

“And I looked, and behold, the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, 

and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having 

His name and the name of His Father written on their 

foreheads.” 
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This first little capsule view that we get before it happens is 

the view of the 144,000 in heaven. Now isn’t that neat?  

 

When those 144,000 were sealed, we kind of thought that 

maybe about 20 of them would probably give up because the 

heat was too strong. A number of them would probably go 

along with the world religion because they wanted to survive 

financially and in every other way. And probably two or three 

of them got murdered. Something like that happened.  

 

Isn’t this neat? There’s not 143,999, there’s 144,000. When 

God starts out with something He ends with something. And if 

we still have our salvation on tentative hold on the basis of 

our good works, that’s sad. Our salvation is an eternal 

covenant.  

 

John 10:28, 29 

 

and I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish, 

neither shall anyone take them out of my Father’s hand. My 

Father which gave them to Me, is greater than all; and no one 

is able to take them out of My Father’s hand. 

 

God starts out with 144,000. He’s got them all here together at 

the end singing. And they’ve been through hell and high 

water. The Tribulation has not been a pleasant experience. 

Thousands of their compatriots and their converts have died a 

martyrs’ death because they’ve refused to go along with the 

worldwide religion and the worldwide economic system. So 
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what a tremendous tribute right here in verse 1 to encourage 

us that the Lord took them all the way through it! 

 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego went through the fiery 

furnace and there was a fourth form—the presence of God 

Himself—that walked with them through that difficult time. 

 

Romans 8:38, 39 

 

Nothing shall separate us from the love of God which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. Neither death nor life nor principalities 

nor powers nor things present nor height nor depth nor any 

other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love 

of God in Christ. 

 

v. 2 And I heard a voice out of heaven, like the sound of 

many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, 

and the voice which I heard was like that of 

harpists playing upon their harps.  

 

“And I heard the voice out of heaven, like the sound of many 

waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice 

which I heard was like that of harpists playing upon their 

harps.” 

 

There are two things here: 

 

1. God sometimes speaks very loudly and  

 

2. sometimes God speaks in the still small voice. 
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Isaiah 30:21 

 

This is the way, walk ye in it; when you turn to the right hand 

and turn to the left. 

 

“a voice…like the sound of many waters...” 

 

“the sound of…thunder…like a harpist playing [with] their 

harp.” 

 

This is the voice he heard.  

 

v. 3 And they are singing a new song before the throne 

and before the four living beings and the elders; 

and no one was able to learn the song except the 

one hundred and forty-four thousand, those who 

had been redeemed from the earth.  

 

“And they are singing a new song before the throne”—this is 

why we know it’s in heaven—“and before the four living 

beings”—that’s the cherubim around the throne—“and the 

elders;”—24 of them representing the church—“and no one 

was able to learn the song except the one hundred and forty-

four thousand, those who had been redeemed from the earth.” 

 

Ever heard 144,000 people sing in a choir? That’s going to be a 

fabulous experience in itself. 

 

“And they are singing,” of course, the song of redemption. 
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One hymn writer said: 

 

“Holy! Holy! Holy! 

Is what the angels sing; 

And I expect to help them 

Make the courts of heaven ring. 

 

But when I sing redemption’s story, 

They will fold their wings; 

For angels never felt the joy 

That our salvation brings. 

(source unknown) 

 

This 144,000 voice choir is going to sing the glorious song of 

redemption.  

 

Now they’re characterized in FIVE WAYS in the next couple 

of verses. Let’s just look at those for a minute.  

 

v. 4 These are they who were not defiled with women, 

for they are chaste individuals. These are the ones 

who are following the Lamb wherever He may be 

going. These were redeemed from among men, first 

fruits to God and the Lamb.  

 

1. “These are they who were not defiled with women, for 

they are chaste individuals.” 

 

2. “These are the ones who are following the Lamb wherever 
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He may be going.” 

 

3. “These were redeemed from among men, first fruits to 

God and the Lamb.” 

 

 

v. 5 And in their mouth was not found a lie; they are 

blameless.  

 

4. “And in their mouth was not found a lie; they are 

blameless.” 

 

What does it mean when it says: 

 

“These are they who were not defiled with women”? 

 

Hebrews 13 says “the marriage bed is undefiled.” (see 

Hebrews 13:4) 

 

What this means is there are times in God’s program when 

marriage and having children is not convenient to His 

program. For instance Jeremiah the prophet in Jeremiah 16 

was told not to marry because of the difficult ministry that he 

was going to have. (see Jeremiah 16:1-4) 

 

Jesus said in Matthew 24, “when these days come, woe to 

those who are with child, and to them that give suck in those 

days!” (ref. Matthew 24:19) 

 

It’s going to be difficult during the Tribulation to carry on a 
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marriage and to have a family. And so these were set apart for 

a special mission and marriage was not a part of God’s 

program for their lives because of the abnormal stress that 

was involved. 

 

2. “These are the ones who are following the Lamb wherever 

He may be going.” 

 

That’s Caleb:  

 

Joshua 14:14 

 

…he followed the Lord wholly. 

 

3. “These were redeemed from among men, first fruits to 

God and the Lamb.” 

 

They are “first fruits” in the sense that there’s going to be a 

great harvest of others who are going to follow them. 

 

4. “And in their mouth was not found a lie;” 

 

They didn’t tell the story of New Age theology. They stuck to 

the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth. 

 

5. “they are blameless” 

 

They have been declared righteous in God’s sight. 

 

Now if we want to homilitize those five things: 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



20 

 

 

1. They are examples in their CONDUCT. 

 

2. They are examples in their COMMITMENT, 

 

3. in their CALLING, 

 

4. in their CONVERSATION, and 

 

5. in their CHARACTER. 

 

v. 6 And I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven, 

having an eternal gospel to preach to those who are 

living upon the earth, and to every nation and tribe 

and language and people;  

 

“And I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven, having an 

eternal gospel to preach to those who are living upon the 

earth, and to every nation and tribe and language and people;” 

 

What’s the significance of that?  

 

First of all we see the 144,000 make it but the next picture is 

the picture of angels preaching the gospel. Why? 

 

The Lord will stop at nothing to get the gospel out in those 

final days. He calls on angels to preach the gospel. We have 

the responsibility now, but the day is coming in the end when 

the Lord doesn’t want anybody to perish but He’s going to call 

on the angelic realm also to preach the gospel message.  
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And their gospel message is described there in verse 7. 

 

v. 7 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give Him 

glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; 

and worship Him who made the heaven and the 

earth and sea and springs of waters.”  

 

“saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give Him glory, 

because the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him 

who made the heavens and the earth and sea and springs of 

waters.”’ 

 

So the salvation message is proclaimed by the angels. Now 

here comes another one—verse 8. 

 

v. 8 And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, 

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who has 

made all the nations drink of the wine of the 

passion of her immorality.”  

 

“And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, ‘Fallen, 

fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations 

drink of the wine of the passion of her immorality.”’ 

 

When we see the term “Babylon” in the Bible—by the way, 

that is where Iraq is. And that ought to make us sit up and 

take a little bit of notice when it says: 

 

“Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great,” 
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Babylon is seen in THREE WAYS in the Bible: 

 

1. First of all it’s a LITERAL CITY on the Euphrates River. 

 

And by the way, they’re trying to rebuild that city. Iraq is 

deeply involved in a great project of restoring that ancient 

Babylon, the golden with the hanging gardens and the whole 

nine yards. We’ll talk about that. It’s a literal city. 

 

2. Secondly, it refers to a FALSE RELIGIOUS SYSTEM, 

which is going to be involved in the Tribulation Period. 

 

3. And a FALSE POLITICAL SYSTEM—which is chapter 

18. 

 

So chapter 17 and 18 is all going to be about Babylon.  

 

Now this is a reference to the destruction of the politics and 

the religion and the literal city itself. Babylon has always been 

Satan’s headquarters. Out of it came the study of the stars. 

Out of it came the occult. Out of it comes much of what is New 

Age theology today. That’s the place where Satan has 

operated and had his headquarters for years and years. 

 

It’s going to come to an end. Now, verse 9. 

 

v. 9 And another angel, a third one, followed them, 

saying with a loud voice, “If anyone is worshiping 
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the beast and his image, and is receiving a mark 

upon his forehead or upon his hand,  

 

“Another angel, a third one, following them, saying with a 

loud voice, ‘If anyone is worshiping the beast”—that’s the 

world leader—“and his image,”—that’s the image that he’s set 

up—“and is receiving a mark upon his forehead”—that’s so 

they can operate economically—“or upon his hand,”—it’s a 

choice. 

 

v. 10 he also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, 

which has been poured out unmixed in the cup of 

His anger; and he shall be tormented with fire and 

brimstone in the presence of holy angels and in the 

presence of the Lamb.  

 

“he also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God,” 

 

They’ve made a choice to doom themselves for eternity with 

that choice. 

 

“which has been poured out unmixed in the cup of His anger; 

and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 

presence of holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.” 

 

v. 11 And the smoke of their torment is ascending 

forever and ever; and they are not having rest day 

and night, those who are worshiping the beast and 

his image, and whoever is receiving the mark of his 

name.”  
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“And the smoke of their torment is ascending forever and ever; 

and they are not having rest day and night,”—it’s an eternal 

PRESENT TENSE experience—“those who are worshiping the 

beast and his image, and whoever is receiving the mark of his 

name.”’ 

 

Now the comfort that comes from that, for those who are 

hanging in there and persevering, is what’s going to happen to 

those who live that way. So see the comfort. 

 

The comfort comes from the 144,000 making it. The comfort 

comes from the fact that the angels are preaching the gospel. 

The comfort comes that the world leader and his whole system 

is going to fall and they are going to get their just desserts for 

the way they have conducted their lives. 

 

Now one of the subtle things that is a part of the New Age 

theology—in fact a large percentage of Americans believe in 

this—is reincarnation. It’s wonderful to believe in 

reincarnation because if we mess it up this round, we get 

another shot. And we don’t only go around once, we keep going 

around until we get it right. And there’s no judgment involved. 

Isn’t that a wonderful message? 

 

Hebrews 9:27 

 

It’s appointed unto man once to die, and after that the 

judgment. 
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There is accountability. Verse 12. 

 

v. 12 Here is the perseverance (steadfast endurance) of 

the saints, those who are keeping the 

commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.  

 

“Here is the perseverance of the saints, those who are keeping 

the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.” 

 

Now there’s that verse. It’s right there in the middle. 

 

“Why am I telling you all these things?” John says. For “the 

perseverance of the saints.” 

 

So we’ll keep going. So we’ll be obedient to His 

commandments and keep our faith in Jesus at this point and  

not get discouraged. We’ll keep on running uphill. We’ll keep 

on persevering, “keeping the commandments” and our “faith 

in Jesus.” 

 

Verse 13. 

 

v. 13 And I heard a voice of heaven, saying, “Write, 

‘Blessed are the dead who are dying in the Lord 

from now on!’” “Yes,” the Spirit is saying, “in order 

that they may rest from their labors, for their 

works are following with them.”  

 

“And I heard a voice of heaven, saying, ‘Write, “Blessed are 

the dead who are dying in the Lord from now on!’” ‘Yes,’ the 
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Spirit is saying, “in order that they may rest from their labors, 

for their works are following with them.”’ 

 

That’s a wonderful verse to preach at a funeral.  

 

“Blessed are the dead who are dying in the Lord from now on!”  

 

Why is that verse there? It’s during the Tribulation. It’s going 

to be better to die as a believer than it’s going to be to continue 

to live.  

 

So blessed is the person who dies because his “labors” and his 

“works” are going to follow with him. We’re going to have a 

computer printout when we go to the Judgment Seat of Christ 

for the way we’ve lived as a believer. 

 

Our works are like cans tied to a dog’s tail. They’re going to go 

right along with us and we’ll be held accountable for the lives 

we’ve lived as believers before Him. 

 

See that little word “Blessed”? There are SEVEN 

BEATITUDES in Matthew 5 in the Sermon on the Mount. 

And there are SEVEN BEATITUDES IN REVELATION. 

Want them?  

 

1. Revelation 1:3—“Blessed…” 

 

2. Revelation 14:13—the one we’ve got here. 

 

3. Revelation 16:15—“Blessed is he who stays awake…” 
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We need that right now. 

 

4. Revelation 19:9—“Blessed are those who are invited to 

the wedding supper of the Lamb!” 

 

We’re going to get to that one. 

 

5. Revelation 20:6—“Blessed and holy are those who have 

their part in the first resurrection…” 

 

We’re going to get there too. 

 

6. “Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy…” 

(Revelation 22:7) 

 

7. Revelation 22:14—“Blessed are those who wash their 

robes…” 

 

Let’s move on to a conclusion. Verse 14. 

 

v. 14 And I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and upon 

the cloud one sitting, in appearance like a son of 

man, having upon His head a golden crown and in 

His hand a sharp sickle.  

 

“And I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and upon the cloud 

one sitting, in appearance like a son of man, having upon His 

head a golden crown and in His hand a sharp sickle.” 

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



28 

 

Why’s this a comfort? Because this is Jesus Christ.  

 

He is now coming as the GREAT REAPER. 

 

In Matthew 13 He’s the SOWER of the seed. 

 

Now He’s the REAPER of the harvest. He’s got His sickle in 

His hand and He’s ready for the battle of Armageddon, which 

is going to be recorded in chapter 19. 

 

But here’s a little picture of it—just a little snapshot. 

 

v. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying 

out with a loud voice to Him who is sitting on the 

cloud, “Put in your sickle and reap, because the 

hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the 

earth has become dry.”  

 

“And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a 

loud voice to Him who is sitting on the cloud, ‘Put in your 

sickle and reap, because the hour to reap has come, because 

the harvest of the earth has become dry.”’ 

 

It’s destitute and it’s time for reaping. 

 

Galatians 6:7 

 

God is not laughed it; whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 

also reap. 
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Here comes the time. 

 

v. 16 And He who is sitting on the cloud swung His 

sickle upon the earth; and the earth was reaped.  

 

“And He who is sitting on the cloud swung His sickle upon the 

earth; and the earth was reaped.” 

 

That’s the Battle of Armageddon. Isn’t that amazing? Just in 

one verse. It’s just that easy.  

 

“the earth is reaped.” 

 

Now it’s described in the remaining verses.  

 

v. 17 And another angel came out of the temple which is 

in heaven, and having himself also a sharp sickle.  

 

“And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, 

and having himself also a sharp sickle.” 

 

v. 18 And another angel came out from the altar, the 

one who is having power over the fire; and he 

called with a loud voice to the one who is having 

the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp 

sickle, and gather the bunches of grapes of the vine 

of the earth, because her grapes are ripe.”  

 

“And another angel came out from the altar, the one who is 

having power over the fire; and he called with a loud voice to 
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the one who is having the sharp sickle, saying, ‘Thrust in your 

sharp sickle, and gather the bunches of grapes of the vine of 

the earth, because her grapes are ripe.”’ 

 

We can almost hear the “Battle Hymn of the Republic” in the 

background:  

 

He is trampling out the vintage  

where the grapes of wrath are stored. 

 

This is the time finally of DIVINE JUDGMENT. It is coming. 

 

v. 19 And the angel swung his sickle into the earth, and 

he gathered the grapes from the vine of the earth, 

and threw them into the great wine press of the 

wrath of God.  

 

“And the angel swung his sickle into the earth, and he 

gathered the grapes from the vine of the earth, and threw 

them into the great wine press of the wrath of God.” 

 

v. 20 And the wine press was trodden outside of the 

city, and the blood came out from the wine press, 

up to the horses’ bridles, for a distance of 1,600 

stadia (180+ miles).  

 

“And the wine press was trodden outside of the city, and the 

blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, 

for a distance of 1,600 stadia (or 180+ miles).” 
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What does that mean?  

 

In the Battle of Armageddon, fought in the Valley of Jezreel, 

all of the water and the fluid flows into the Jordanic water 

system—180 miles is the distance from Dan to Beersheba—

the distance of the land.  

 

The land is going to be soaked with the blood of the nations 

who have chosen to reject God. And have chosen to reject 

Jesus Christ. And that tragic battle will be more graphically 

described in chapter 19.  

 

So all 14 has comforted us, caused us to persevere—to know 

that God has it in control and He’s going to handle it. 

 

Now in our next study we’re going to resume the chronology of 

the 70th week. We’re going to talk about the remaining part of 

that seven year period. 

 

Here are the lessons we got out of it.  

 

Lesson #1: God’s power and protection of His people is 

demonstrated in the 144,000. 

 

He’s able to protect His own. He was not content with 99 

sheep. He went out and found the one that was lost so that all 

the 100 would be in the fold. 

 

Lesson #2: God is still faithful in making provision for the 

Gospel, even to the last minute. 
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Lesson #3: God is here speaking through the prophetic Word 

to encourage His suffering children. 

 

Telling them how it’s going to happen. And we’ll see the 

unfolding of it in the remaining chapters. 

 

Lesson #4: The false religious system will fall during the 

Tribulation Period. 

 

Lesson #5: The judgment upon the wicked in Armageddon will 

be swift and severe. 

 

There was a tombstone that said: 

 

(Six Hours One Friday: Anchoring to the Cross by Max 

Lucado) 

 

“Sleeps, but rests not. 

Loved, but was loved not. 

Tried to please, but pleased not. 

Died as she lived—alone.” 

p. 36  

 

A lot of people are like that. A lot of people, too, find 

themselves on the rocks and it’s wonderful if while they’re on 

the rocks they can find God. But many don’t. 

 

Mercy is still great and grace is free.  
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Now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation. (see 2 

Corinthians 6:2) 

 

Annie Dillard said: 

 

(The Writing Life by Annie Dillard) 

 

Several years ago in Florida, an alligator wrestler lost. He was 

grappling with an alligator in a lagoon in front of a paying 

crowd. The crowd watched the young Indian and the alligator 

twist belly to belly in and out of the water; after one plunge, 

they failed to rise. A young writer named Lorne Ladner 

described it. Bubbles came up on the water. Then blood came 

up, and the water stilled. As the minutes elapsed, the people 

in the crowd exchanged glances; silent, helpless, they quit the 

stands. It took the Indians a week to find the man’s remains. 

p. 75  

 

That’s the way life is to so many. They’re fighting God. They 

feel like they’ve had a measure of success and they don’t need 

God! And so they wrestle life every day. And then all of a 

sudden POW! Cancer hits them! POW! Something else 

happens and they’re blown out of the water! And we’re looking 

for their physical remains so we can have a funeral for 

someone who lived life too long, too selfishly, and never 

responded to Jesus Christ. 

 

Old Harry Truman was wrong. As the scientist said, it was 

going to blow up. The Rapture is going to take place—and 

maybe some don’t believe that. But there’s going to be a great 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



34 

 

disappearance. And the church of Jesus Christ triumphant is 

going to be called home. We can stake our life on it and it’s not 

very far away. 

 

Father, if there are some who have got apprehensions and 

uncertainty about their future, we pray that they’ll do the 

simple thing of inviting Jesus Christ by faith into their lives, 

experiencing the joy of the new birth—coming to know Christ. 

And then be able to look at life through new glasses, through 

new spiritual insight to see what’s really going on in our world 

and to be wonderfully and joyously prepared for that glorious 

entrance into Your presence. Lord, we look forward to it. We’re 

giving it the best we have while we’re still here but that’s 

going to be wonderful and we’re excited about it. Thanks for 

taking care of all of it and thanks for not letting anything 

thwart Your purpose and overcoming Your power to 

accomplish Your plan, even as we are beginning to see it 

unfold in the book of Revelation. Thank You for the 

encouragement we’ve gotten from having this little fore view 

of what we’ve got coming. May You use it to minister to our 

individual needs. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Seventeen – The Lamb, the Angels  

and the Harvest – Revelation 14:1-20   NOTES 

 
v. 1 And I looked, and behold, the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, 

and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His 

name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads. 

v. 2 And I heard a voice out of heaven, like the sound of many 

waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I 

heard was like that of harpists playing upon their harps. 

v. 3 And they are singing a new song before the throne and before 

the four living beings and the elders; and no one was able to learn 

the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand, those 

who had been redeemed from the earth. 

v. 4 These are they who were not defiled with women, for they are 

chaste individuals. These are the ones who are following the Lamb 

wherever He may be going. These were redeemed from among 

men, first fruits to God and the Lamb. 

v. 5 And in their mouth was not found a lie; they are blameless. 

v. 6 And I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven, having an 

eternal gospel to preach to those who are living upon the earth, 

and to every nation and tribe and language and people; 

v. 7 saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give Him glory, 

because the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who 

made the heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.” 

v. 8 And another angel, a second one, followed, saying, “Fallen, 

fallen is Babylon the great, she who has made all the nations drink 

of the wine of the passion of her immorality.” 

v. 9 And another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a 

loud voice, “If anyone is worshiping the beast and his image, and is 

receiving a mark upon his forehead or upon his hand, 
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            NOTES 
v. 10 he also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which has 

been poured out unmixed in the cup of His anger; and he shall be 

tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of holy angels 

and in the presence of the Lamb. 

v. 11 And the smoke of their torment is ascending forever and 

ever; and they are not having rest day and night, those who are 

worshiping the beast and his image, and whoever is receiving the 

mark of his name.” 

v. 12 Here is the perseverance (steadfast endurance) of the saints, 

those who are keeping the commandments of God and their faith 

in Jesus. 

v. 13 And I heard a voice of heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are 

the dead who are dying in the Lord from now on!’” “Yes,” the Spirit 

is saying, “in order that they may rest from their labors, for their 

works are following with them.” 

v. 14 And I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and upon the cloud 

one sitting, in appearance like a son of man, having upon His head 

a golden crown and in His hand a sharp sickle. 

v. 15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying out with a 

loud voice to Him who is sitting on the cloud, “Put in your sickle 

and reap, because the hour to reap has come, because the harvest 

of the earth has become dry.” 

v. 16 And He who is sitting on the cloud swung His sickle upon the 

earth; and the earth was reaped. 

v. 17 And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, 

and having himself also a sharp sickle. 

v. 18 And another angel came out from the altar, the one who is 

having power over the fire; and he called with a loud voice to the 

one who is having the sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp 

sickle, and gather the bunches of grapes of the vine of the earth, 

because her grapes are ripe.” 

v. 19 And the angel swung his sickle into the earth, and he 

gathered the grapes from the vine of the earth, and threw them 

into the great wine press of the wrath of God. 

v. 20 And the wine press was trodden outside of the city, and the 

blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, for a 

distance of 1,600 stadia (180+ miles). 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 14:1-20 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Identify the Lamb and the one hundred and forty-four 

thousand in verse 1. 

 

 

 

 

3. Who are the four living beings and the elders in verse 3? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the message of the angel, according to verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the warning of the angel in verses 9 & 10? 
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6. What is the meaning of verse 12? 

 

 

 

 

7. Who is the personality in verse 14? 

 

 

 

 

8. What is the command of verse 15? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: God’s power and protection of His people is 

demonstrated in the 144,000. 

 

LESSON #2: God is still faithful in making provision for the 

Gospel, even to the last minute. 

 

LESSON #3: God is here speaking through the prophetic 

Word to encourage His suffering children. 

 

LESSON #4: The false religious system will fall during the 

Tribulation Period. 

 

LESSON #5: The judgment upon the wicked in Armageddon 

will be swift and severe. 
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