A Practical Study of REVELATION:
Bible Prophecy
“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Eighteen — The Angels and the Bowls of
God’s Wrath — Revelation 15:1-16:21

Margaet Jensen in her book A Nail in a Sure Place tells the
story about going on a speaking engagement and getting
caught in a blizzard.

(A Nail in a Sure Place by Margaret Jensen)

During the program I told about “our blizzard,” and we all
laughed together. I continued, “We asked directions from a
man who told the truth about the snow getting worse down
the road. It was only as far as he had gone, so he turned back.
The news was quite different at the end of the line.”

It 1s often the same in life’s storms. We ask directions
from those who are still in the storm. God has sent messages
from the other side of it: “The sun is shining.” He tells us that
eyes or ears haven’t begun to see the glories beyond the storm.

Moses viewed the Promised Land from a mountain. God
let him see beyond the storm. John, on the Isle of Patmos, saw
beyond the storm and sent directions.

Throughout the ages God’s people shout the song of
victory:



When we all get to heaven,
What a day of rejoicing that will be!
pp. 166-67

Yes, we are 1n a storm and the storm i1s going to get worse. It’s
not going to get better. We sense these tremendous changes
all about us. We celebrated the fall of the Berlin Wall and
Germany becoming united and democracy sweeping country
after country. Students of Bible prophecy were saying it was
going to be communism that was going to sweep the whole
world and it was going to be a one-world government under
the communist group.

And now we'’re rethinking everything. We’re now living in the
midst of a whole new dramatic move that is silently sweeping
across our world. And that is to have one-world religion—all
1dentified under the New Age—and it has tentacles in every
direction. Now, we don’t have to go around once and grab all
the gusto. We can go around 66 times and try to make it
better then! Because 23% of Americans believe in
reincarnation.

Marilyn Ferguson is the lady New Ager. She left a very
prominent position in Washington, D.C. to begin to write. She
wrote The Aquarian Conspiracy. In her book she said:

(Satan’s Evangelistic Strategy for This New Age by Erwin W.
Lutzer and John F. DeVries)




... a leaderless but powerful network i1s working to bring
about radical change in the United States. Its members have
broken with certain key elements of Western thought, and
they may even have broken continuity with history.”

p. 148

Pretty bold statement.

Benjamin Creme—he’s the male counterpart to her—in his
book The Reappearance of Christ and Masters of Wisdom says:

(Satan’s Evangelistic Strategy for This New Age by Erwin W.
Lutzer and John F. DeVries)

...Christ has been back on earth since July 1977 and that a
single, global religion will be started and probably flower
within the next 20 years. When asked whether the advent of a
single world religion will annoy the hierarchies of all the
current orthodox religions, he admitted that they would be the
last to accept this new order, but “it will come anyway,
because it must. We will begin to live as ‘potential gods.

p. 148

2¢¢

Nelson Price wrote a book on New Age and in it he says:

(New Age, the Occult, and Lion Country by Nelson Price)

Many New Age members call Christ “the Master,” but
have already cleverly redefined Christian terms. They mean
that He, as a mortal man, ascended in seven or less
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reincarnations to the state of a master, a guru. In so doing
they have made it appear as if He had gained His elevated
state by works, which denies His deity.

pp. 59-60

Now there’s one passage of scripture in Romans 1 that
describes this whole phenomenon:

Romans 1:21-23

...although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God,
nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and
their foolish hearts were darkened. Professing to be wise, they
became fools, and they changed the glory of the incorruptible
God into an image made like corruptible man.

When we hear about out of the body experiences and the
channeling that’s going on, we realize that we have a powerful
movement in the United States of America.

Along with the fact that they are also doing mini stress
seminars and huge corporations are inviting them with their
whole philosophical and theological orientations for hypnosis
and everything else, to come in and have full entrée to many
of these corporate executives to help them deal with the
problems that they’re having in their lives. And that’s the
subtly of the New Age that we’ve got to deal with.

Now as we come to this passage, we are in the storm. We're in
difficult, desperate and destructive days. We are close to the
4



end so we've got to keep on going because it’s going to get
better. So don’t turn around and go home just because it’s
tough, because we're going to see the fall of the religious
system, the political system, the coming of Christ, the
millennial Kingdom and the eternal state—so we have some
fabulous things in store.

If there are those who are liberal in their thinking and it’s
repulsive to think of God as a God of judgment, and He’s only
a God of love and grace, they're going to resent this study.

When we start in the book of Genesis and go to the book of
Revelation, judgment is on almost every page. It’s splattered
with the blood of those who've refused to live life in obedience
or orient themselves 1n relationship to God’s plan.

We go back to Genesis 3 and talk to Adam and Eve and they
get taken right out of the Garden.

Go to the corrupt world of Noah’s day and the only people that
survived were Shem, Ham and Japheth, Noah and Mrs. Noah

and the three boys’ wives. And the whole world was destroyed:

Sodom and Gomorrah had fire and brimstone rained on them
and they were destroyed.

The Egyptian task masters all died in the Red Sea.

Those who worshipped the golden calf died there at Mt. Sinai.



Nadab and Abihu, those two priests who were sons of Aaron,
both died because they didn’t follow specific instructions.

Korah, Dathan and Abiram rebelled against Moses and all of
them died—and their family.

Achan stole a few things from Jericho. He wasn’t supposed to
do that—buried them 1in the floor of his tent. He and his whole
family are destroyed by the nation before they can go up.

The nation Israel in 721 B.C.—the northern kingdom was
taken into captivity for 7 years into Assyria.

And then Judah, the southern kingdom, in 586 B.C. is taken
away into Babylon.

And when we turn to the New Testament, the story doesn’t
change:

The Jews are judged for rejecting Christ.

Ananias and Sapphira have a tricky real estate deal and lie to
the church and die instantaneously in front of the
congregation. Thank God we aren’t doing that today.

Herod and his pride caused him to die.

The Christians in Corinth, many of them had died physical

death because they had not examined themselves before they
ate at the Lord’s table.



And why are we saying that? We have just traced the whole
biblical revelation and only just taken a smattering of places
where God has had to judge.

We can’t say that God 1s a God of love if He doesn’t hold us
accountable for that love. For God’s love to be real love, He’s
going to hold us accountable. And if He 1s going to obligate
Himself to us unconditionally and give eternal life, and He’s
going to give the life of His Son on Calvary’s Cross for our sin,
we can’'t have our cake and eat it too. We can’t come to God
and take those things and rationalize the specifics of His word
away and say that really doesn’t matter.

It does matter! And He 1s going to hold us accountable. And
the doctrine of a judgment leads us to understand that. And so
that’s why we’re saying the picture of judgment is pretty
dramatic.

The wonderful thing about the picture from our last study was
kind of a little snapshot. He gives us a little picture of what’s
going to happen down the way a bit.

1. We saw the 144,000 who survived the Tribulation Period
and they’re singing around the Throne—all 144,000 of them
are there.

2. The angel 1s preaching the eternal gospel because God

wants the world to know the gospel before judgment finally
falls.



3. The fall of Babylon.
4. We saw the announcement of divine judgment.
5. The perseverance of the saints.

6. The blessing that is for those who have already died in
the Lord.

7. We also saw a little picture of the battle of Armageddon
that we're going to get to look at in Revelation 19.

Okay, we need to do a quick capsule review of where we are in
the passage.

Now, let’s talk for just a second about the sequence of biblical
prophecy. Let’s say, for the sake of getting an understanding
of this, what would happen if prophecy started? There are a
lot of guys out there that say that we’re half way through the
Tribulation and some others will say that this has happened
and that has happened, but let’s be sensible.

If we take this literally, it hasn’t happened. And it’s getting
ready to. We're getting close.

The very next thing to happen is going to be the Rapture of
the church. What 1s the Rapture of the church?

The Rapture of the church is the meeting with Christ in the
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air, and the dead in Christ who rise in their resurrected

bodies.
Where’s that in the Bible?

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,

[He’s not coming back to earth] and the dead in Christ shall
rise first. [Now that’s not just Presbyterians. That’s dead—
they’re going to rise first.] Then we which are alive and
remain [Christians that are here] shall be caught up (snatched
away) taken into the presence of the Lord and so shall we ever

be with the Lord.

Now 1 Corinthians 15:51-54 describes the same event, but it
tells us how fast it’s going to happen. It says, “Behold I show
you a mystery. We shall not all sleep in physical death, but in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,” you're going to leave
some empty tennis shoes friend. We’re gone! We'’re there in
His presence, quick as we can blink our eyes! That’s the
Rapture of the church.

Now why does that fit into the teaching of Christ? There’s one
other passage we need to remember and that’s John 14.

While He was sitting in the Upper Room, just a few hours

before Calvary, He said, “I'm going to prepare a place for you.

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I'm going to come

again and receive you unto Myself, that where I am, there you
9



may be also.” (ref. John 14:3)

So now that’s just as plain as we can get it. He’s been
spending over 2,000 years on this deal and it 1s going to be
fabulous. We're going to get a little glimpse of it in Revelation
21 and 22.

And that’s the next event. Now, there is nothing standing in
the way of that event. The temple doesn’t have to be built in
Jerusalem—although we’re going to talk about some fabulous
things that are happening over there to get ready for it. Time
Magazine has written quite an incredible article about stuff
that’s already been done.

The Gospel of the Kingdom doesn’t have to go to the end of the
world, although it’s sure getting close. We'll be opening all of
Eastern Europe and Russia and every place else. There’s no
place in the world today that we can’t go with the Gospel right
now. We better get going!

So if we want to use that as an excuse, that’s not going to
work either. We're there. We need to be ready! And we better
get things straightened up in our personal lives and in our
walk with God and do our good intentions, because there’s
going to come a day when we're going to wish that we had
done what we didn’t do. And be ready to meet Him so we don’t
have to shrink away in shame from Him.

Now that’s the next event. Following that is what is called
“The Day of the Lord”—“Daniel’s 70th Week.” It is a seven
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year period of God’s judgment upon sin and sinners who
refuse to receive Christ. And that’s where we are right now.

We are in the Tribulation in Revelation 6-19. That 7 year
period is described. Now where we are 1s right down at the
end of it. We finish the Tribulation in this study.

Actually, chronologically, the next thing to happen is the
Second Coming of Christ to the earth. And that happens in
Revelation 19. We're just going to have two studies talking
about some other issues that relate to the Tribulation Period
that we hadn’t had a chance to talk about yet. And then we
will record the Second Coming of Christ and the Battle of
Armageddon in Revelation 19.

Now what happens during those seven years for us? Our
computer printouts go with us in our lives and we’re going to
receive our reward according to what we’ve lived. There are
crowns that are given at the Judgment Seat of Christ. We are
examined for the good things and the bad things in our lives.
And that’s the Judgment Seat of Christ that goes on during
that seven-year period.

Then we come back with Christ to set up His Kingdom in the
Second Coming. And then we go into the THOUSAND YEAR
REIGN OF CHRIST—that’s Revelation 20. And then following
that 1s that very somber and serious time of the Great White
Throne Judgment. That’s recorded at the end of Revelation
20—that’ll be sad as we look at that because that’s all the
people who’ve chosen not to receive Christ in all the

11



generations and what happens to them.

In Revelation 21 and 22 He 1s the eternal Savior. Okay, now
having said that, in order to make chronology or to make
progress time-wise through the Tribulation Period
something’s got to happen in order for us to do that. We have
to have a breaking of a seal, the blowing of a trumpet or the
pouring out of a bowl.

Now, we've broken seven seals, we’ve blown seven trumpets
and all we have left are seven bowls of judgment at the end of
1t. So now where are we? We are right at the end. There are
seven bowls that are going to be poured out in the passage.

Now let’s pick up at verse 1 and we’ll get right into it.

v. 1 And I saw another sign in heaven, great and
marvelous; seven angels having seven plagues,
which are the last, because in them the wrath of

God is finished.

“And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous;
seven angels having seven plagues, which are the last,
because 1n them the wrath of God 1s finished.”

Romans 1:18

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness,
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Now there’s a great “sign.” These angels are coming and
they’re going to deal with the completion of the wrath of God.
Now the wrath of God is poured out against and on sin.

What’s the tragedy of this? The tragedy is that a lot of people
have just refused to accept God’s provision and they
experience His all-out wrath against them. They really didn’t
have to go through with this but they deliberately chose to do
that.

There’s a tremendous, tremendous upheaval that 1s going on
those final hours before Christ dies on the Cross. Down there
in the Garden He said, “Father if it be possible, let this cup
pass from Me.” (ref. Matthew 26:39)

Was He being a chicken and not willing to die on the Cross?
Was that the picture? No, the reason He didn’t want that cup
1s that cup was filled with our sin. He was taking upon
Himself our sin. And when He died on the Cross—and He
said, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (ref
Matthew 27:46) That was the orphan cry of someone being
made sin. And the Holy Father could not look on the Son
because He was made sin for us in that dark, dark hour as He
hung there on Calvary’s Cross.

He took all the wrath of God for our sin. Isaiah predicted it:

Isaiah 53:4-6
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Surely he hath born our griefs

and carried our sorrows,

yet we did esteem him,

stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

He was wounded for our transgressions,

he was bruised for our iniquities;

and the chastisement of our peace was upon him,
and with his stripes we are healed...

1 Peter 2:24

Who his own self, bear in his own body our sins on the tree.
Paul agreed with that in:

2 Corinthians 5:21

He was made sin for us...

There’s one little poetic piece that always describes it so
tremendously:

On Him almighty vengeance fell
That would have sunk a world to hell.
He bore it for a chosen race

And thus becomes my hiding place.
(source unknown)

That’s the good news for the gospel! That’s why we have no
time for a student of prophecy who’s going to tell us that we’re
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going to go through the period of “the wrath of God” because
1t’s telling us God has to have His wrath poured out twice!
And He doesn’t. It’s been satisfied and believers have no place

in what we’re looking at in the wrath of God if they’'ve come to
God.

Hebrews 10:22

let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith;
having our hearts sprinkled and clean...

In this, “the wrath of God 1s"—WHAT?—"“finished.”
Now does that remind us of any word in the life of Christ?

“Tetelestai! It 1s finished!” (ref. John 19:30)

The work has been done! The wrath has been taken! Sin has
been paid for! It 1s finished!

But now, “the wrath...1s finished.”

v. 2 And I saw something resembling a sea of glass
having been mixed with fire, and those who are
gaining the victory from the beast and from his
image and from the number of his name, standing
on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.

“And I saw something resembling a sea of glass having been
mixed with fire, and those who are gaining the victory from
15



the beast and from his image and from the number of his
name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.”

Now to explain the whole thing. They’re standing on
“something resembling a sea of glass.” There is a crystal sea
before the Throne. We see this described in Revelation 4, as
John has the first vision of God’s throne. That crystal sea
indicates, and throughout eternity, will remind us of the Word

of God.
The Word of God 1s the cleansing agent.

“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way, by taking
heed thereto according to thy word.” (ref. Psalm 119:9)

“By the washing of the water of the word.” (Ephesians 5:25)

But when all sin is gone, in Glory the water turns to crystal
and stands on the eternal Word of God! And the fire of course
speaks of the divine judgment that they’ve come through.

Every one of these people in that second verse have died a
martyrs’ death. Why? Because they have gained the victory
over the beast—that’s the world leader. What’s he done? As a
world leader he’s demanded—not only that New Age theology
be swallowed up and put aside—but that everybody now
worships him.

He sets an image of himself in the Holy of holies and the
whole world has to worship the world leader. And then if they
16



don’t go along with his economic program—which means they
take this mark, like the sign of “666” in their hand or their
forehead so that they can buy and sell and have their health
taken care of and do anything to function in a society. They
refuse that, of course, they are throwing themselves open to
martyrdom. And of course, if they become a Christian and
choose to do this sort of thing, they really have not become a
Christian. They will live during the period but will die
afterwards.

That’s why Jesus said in:

Matthew 10:28

“Do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the
soul; but rather fear Him who 1s able to destroy both soul and
body in hell itself.

Now their “victory” is THREE-FOLD:

1. It’s over “the beast”™—he’s the dictator. He’s the world
leader. He’s the false messiah.

2.  “From his image”—this is the worship that’s been set up.

3. “From the number of his name”—economic controls and
sanctions. He’s totally in control of the economy.

The Gulf Crisis was so tremendous. We were getting in
capsule form, one of the most indelible, graphic pictures of
17



what the Tribulation is going to be like. Only it’s just in a tiny
little peephole.

But now stop and think about it. What’s happened in Iraq? We
had Saddam Hussein who was a dictator and who called all
the shots. That’s exactly what’s going to happen on a
worldwide scale in the Tribulation Period.

Now how does the New Age fit into this? Let’s look at FOUR
BASIC PLANKS of the New Age religion:

1. Nationalism must end.

We have to train our children no longer to be US citizens but
global citizens. Star Wars and the whole nine yards. They've
oot to learn to see the world.

2. Secondly, there must be a new credit card system.

So MasterCard can be used anyplace in the world.

Third, there must be a one-world currency so we can get over
this crazy exchange rate. And the economists said that’s
exactly what’s going to happen.

3. They are saying there has to be a world food supply so
that we balance out the food for all the people of the world
instead of letting us eat 70% of it while much of the world

starves.
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They are going to balance the food supply.
Then fourth:

4. They are going to emphasize nuclear disarmament and
the elimination of nuclear weapons.

All on the guise of love and peace and universal brotherhood.
That 1s their whole purpose in what they're trying to
perpetrate on us at this time.

v. 3 And they are singing the song of Moses, the
bondslave of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,
“Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God,
the Almighty; righteous and true are Your ways, O
King of the nations.

“And they are singing the song of Moses, the bondslave of God,
and the song of the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and marvelous are
Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; righteous and true are
Your ways, O King of the nations.”

v. 4 Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name?
Because You only are holy; for all the nations shall
come and worship before You, for Your righteous
acts have been revealed.”

“Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? Because
You only are holy; for all the nations shall come and worship
before You, for Your righteous acts have been revealed.”
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Alright, there are three stanzas in this great song they're
singing but they're “singing the song of Moses.” What’s that?
That’s the first song in the scripture—Exodus 15.

Miriam composed it when they got across the Red Sea. It was
that wonderful song they sing to celebrate God’s glorious

deliverance.

Now what’s the last song? The song of redemption. Of course,
that’s the song of the Cross and of Christ’s death for us.

Now to homilitized we have:

1. “Great and marvelous are Your works”—the first stanza
has to do with their WORKS—we see His works.

2. The second stanza has to do with His WAYS—*“righteous
and true are Your ways, O King of the nations.”

3. The third stanza has to do with the WORSHIP of man—
“Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name?”

Now want a little outline?
On God’s WORKS—“How great Thou art!”
On God’s WAYS—“How good Thou art!”

On man’s WORSHIP—“How glorious Thou art!”
20



v. 5 And after these things I looked, and the temple of
the tabernacle of testimony in heaven was opened,

“And after these things I looked, and the temple of the
tabernacle of testimony in heaven was opened,”

The temple 1s opened!

v. 6 and there came out of the temple the seven angels,
the ones having the seven plagues, having been
clothed in linen, clean and bright, and having been
girded around their breasts with golden girdles.

“and there came out of the temple seven angels,”

How can they come out of the presence of God? They're sinless

beings. They don’t have any problem being shut out in the

presence of God. And look what happens:

“the ones having the seven plagues, having been clothed in

linen, clean and bright, and they’ve been girded around their

breasts with golden girdles.”

They are now ready to function.

v. 7 And one of the four living beings gave to the seven
angels seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of

God, who is living forever and ever.
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“And one of the four living beings”—there are four cherubim
around the Throne in chapter 4.

One of these four—we don’t know which one it is—comes
forward to give “the seven angels the seven golden bowls filled
with the wrath of God, who is living forward and ever.”

Now there again we have the second occurrence of the “wrath

of God.”

v. 8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the
glory of God and from His power; and no one was
able to enter the temple until the seven plagues of
the seven angels were finished.

“And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God
and from His power; and no one was able to enter the temple

until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.”

It’s a totally awesome scene. When we see God “smoke,” it’s
God’s glory filling the temple.

We read in Isaiah:

Isaiah 6:1

Isaiah saw the Lord high and lifted up and His glory filled the
temple.

And here in this scene, God’s glory is being demonstrated in
22



the face of man’s sin. It 1s an awesome spectacle.

Now they tried in Raiders of the Lost Ark to describe some
kind of a fitting picture to God—and they did a very poor job
of it. In comparison to what this scene is going to be, what a
majestic, glorious, phenomenal scene that is going to be set
before here at this time of doom.

Now we're ready—chapter 16.

16:v. 1 And I heard a loud voice out of the temple,
saying to the seven angels, “Be going and pouring
out the seven bowls of the wrath of God into the
earth.”

“And I heard a loud voice out of the temple, saying to the

seven angels, ‘Be going and pouring out the seven bowls of the

wrath of God into the earth.”

That’s the third time we've had the mention of “the wrath of
God.”

Now let’s stop before we look at the seven of them.

First of all, there are those who say that the trumpet
judgments and the bowl judgments are the same. There 1s a
similarity but they’re not the same.

The similarity is that:
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the first one hits the earth,

the second one hits the sea,

the third one the rivers,

the fourth the sun,

the fifth 1s darkness,

the sixth 1s the Euphrates River, and

the seventh one has to do with lightning and all of that.

There 1s a great difference between when those trumpets are
blowing—only one-third is affected. That’s a God of grace
leaving two-thirds. With these bowls, there’s nothing left.
These are universal judgments.

Secondly, between the sixth and seventh seal there’s a
parenthesis. Between the sixth and seventh trumpet there’s a
parenthesis but there’s no parenthesis in this passage.

Boy it 1s a sound—seven of them! And in very short order it is
going to be BAM! BAM! BAM! BAM! All seven of them are
going to come 1n as a dramatic conclusion to a great fireworks
show. The heavens are going to light up with this one and the
bowls are going to come very quickly—one right after the
other. And that’s different from the trumpets and also from
the seals.
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These are literal. They are very similar to the plagues in
Egypt. And because of their similarity, those were literal
plagues. These too are literal phenomenal happenings. Let’s
look at them—verse 2.

v. 2 And the first (angel) went and poured out his bowl
into the earth; and there came a loathsome and
malignant sore upon the men who are having the
mark of the beast and who are worshiping his
image.

“And the first (angel) went and poured out his bowl into the
earth; and there came a loathsome and malignant sore upon
the men who are having the mark of the beast and who are
worshiping his image.”

See? These are guys who have gone along with the program
and they’re a part of it and they're going to have a “malignant
sore.”

The first thing Satan did to Job is put boils on him. When he
finally got him down and everything else had been destroyed
in his life, he put these horrible sores there.

This “malignant sore” that comes out on their skin is only
evidence of an internal corruption. It’s a cancerous sore that
can’'t be cured and it’s a very, very painful thing.

Chemical warfare could create something like that. During
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the time of Nagasaki and Hiroshima many, many people lived
with horrible ulcers for a long period of time after that
horrible experience. So whatever causes this ugly disfiguring
thing, everybody has one!

v. 3 And the second (angel) poured out his bowl into the
sea, and it became blood like that of a dead man;
and every living creature in the sea died.

“And the second (angel) poured out his bowl into the sea, and
1t became blood like that of a dead man; and every living
creature in the sea died.”

Boy what a sad, sad picture. We get all upset when a tanker
spills a little o1l and we see sea life destroyed in a given area.
But if we can imagine all the seas of the world being turned to
blood and all sea life and every evidence of sea life destroyed—:
that’s the picture.

v. 4 And the third (angel) poured out his bowl into the
rivers and the springs of waters; and they became
blood.

“And the third (angel) poured out his bowl into the rivers and
the springs of waters; and they became blood.”

Now the only alternative to Perrier is going to be bottled red.
That’s the only way they're going to do it. There will be no
more fresh springs and fresh water because they too have
been turned into blood.
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That’s a very morbid picture. Yes, it is, but look at the
response to it.

v. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters saying, “You
are just, the One who is and who was, the Holy One,
because You judged these things;

“And I heard the angel of the waters saying,”—we didn’t know
there was an angel that was the head of the water
department?

“You are just, the One who 1s and who was, the Holy One,
because You judged these things;”

v. 6 for they poured out the blood of saints and
prophets, and blood to them You have given to
drink. They are deserving this (worthy).”

“for they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and
blood to them You have given to drink. They are deserving
this (worthy).”

v. 7 And I heard the altar saying, “Yes, O Lord God, the
Almighty, true and righteous are Your judgments.”

“And I heard the altar saying, ‘Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty,
true and righteous are Your judgments.”

What does it mean when it says the altar speaks? Well back in
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chapter 6—under the fifth seal—we saw all these people who
died a martyrs’ death during the Tribulation and they're
saying to the Lord, “How long before You're going to judge
those people?” And now here the altar speaks. These people
are saying, “I'm satisfied. You've done what is right. You have
judged them for what they have done.”

Habakkuk 2:20

The Lord is in his holy temple;
let all the earth be silent before him.

Now here comes the others very quickly.

v. 8 And the fourth angel poured out his bowl upon the
sun; and it was given to it to scorch men with fire.

“And the fourth angel poured out his bowl upon the sun; and it
was given to it to scorch men with fire.”

v. 9 And the men were burned with a great scorching
heat; and they blasphemed the name of God, who is
having the power over these plagues; and they did
not have a change of mind, so as to give Him glory.

“And the men were burned with a great scorching heat; and
they blasphemed the name of God, who 1s having the power
over these plagues; and they did not have a change of mind, so
as to give Him glory.”
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Right away they demonstrate their qualification for these
judgments because they “blasphemed...God” for what they're
going through and their suffering. And they resist it. They're
very uncomfortable because of the heat.

v. 10 And the fifth (angel) poured out his bowl upon the
throne of the beast; and his kingdom became
darkened; and they were chewing their tongues
because of the pain.

“And the fifth (angel) poured out his bowl upon the throne of
the beast; and his kingdom became darkened;”

That’s like in the plagues in Egypt, it’d get so dark they
couldn’t see anything so they couldn’t function at all. There’s
no light.

“and they were chewing their tongues because of the pain.”
And notice verse 11.

v. 11 And they blasphemed the God of heaven because
of their pains and because of their sores; and they
did not have a change of mind with reference to
their works.

“And they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their
pains and”—and WHAT?—"because of their sores;”

See that’s number one and we're down to number five and
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they’re still hurting from the sores of number one.

That’s why we’re saying it’s very rapid. They're still
experiencing accumulated suffering from the previous four
when we get to number five.

“and they did not have a change of mind with reference to
their works.”

No change at all in this.
Now after we have that, it says in verse 12:

v. 12 And the sixth (angel) poured out his bowl upon
the river, the great Euphrates. And its water was
dried up, in order that the way might be prepared
for the kings from the rising of the sun.

“And the sixth (angel) poured out his bowl upon the river, the
ogreat River Euphrates. And its water was dried up, in order
that the way might be prepared for the kings from the rising
of the sun.”

The River Euphrates is about 1,800 miles long, 3,600 feet wide
and about 30 feet deep. It 1s a natural boundary from the east.
It was in the original land where Eden was located in
Mesopotamia. And this river is going to be obliterated. It’s
going to be dried up so that the army from the east—the
Orient—can come in for the battle of Armageddon.
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Now we already know earlier in the book of Revelation that
this army 1s going to be 200 million strong. China and Japan
have claimed since 1966 that they can put—get this—200
million soldiers in the field at the drop of a hat. So they're
ready. The Orient is ready for this great entourage that
continues to isolate Israel and then comes in for this final
battle. And the river is dried up under this sixth bowl so they
don’t have anything stopping them. They can move in as a fast
forward for this final great conflict that we're going to talk
about in Revelation 19.

v. 13 And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon
and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the
mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits
like frogs;

“And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of
the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false
prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs;”

Now who are those creatures?

Well back in chapter 12, the “dragon” represents Satan. He is
described as Satan the serpent, that old wily the devil. Every
name 1s given to him so we’re not just pulling things out of the
hat. We're talking about the devil. We're talking about the
beast—that’s the false messiah. That’s the world leader and
“the false prophet.”

He’s making everybody worship the world leader. Really that’s
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the unholy trinity for Satan’s final shot at his kingdom. Satan
1s the counterpart to God the Father—it’s his kingdom. The
world leader is the false messiah—his christ. And the false
prophet is the counterpart of the Holy Spirit. He wants
everybody to worship the false messiah.

So it’s the ungodly trinity here and these “frogs,” that are
actually described here as demons, use their influence to get
the kings of the world to come against Christ—of course—and
against Israel in the battle of Armageddon.

Seiss puts it this way:

...they are frog-like in that they come forth out of the
pestiferous quagmires of the universe, [they] do their work
amid the world’s evening shadows, and creep, and croak, and
fill the ears of the nations with their noisy demonstrations, tili
they set all the kings and armies of the whole earth in
enthusiastic commotion for the final crushing out of the Lamb
and all His powers.

(source unknown)

Well written—well said. Verse 14.

v. 14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs,
which are going out to the kings of the whole
inhabited earth, to gather them together for the
war of the great day of God, the Almighty.

“for’—REASON—"“they are spirits of demons, performing
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signs, which are going out to the kings of the whole inhabited
earth, to gather them together for the war of the great day of
God, the Almighty.”

Battle of Armageddon.

v. 15 Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one
who is staying awake and who is keeping his
garments, lest he be walking about unclad and they
be observing his shame.

“Behold,”—what’s happening here?
“I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who is staying

awake and who 1s keeping his garments, lest he be walking
about unclad and they be observing his shame.”

1 John 2:28

And now, little children, abide in Him, so that if He should
appear, we may have confidence and not shrink away in
shame from Him at His coming.

In our Christmas book, Gift Too Wonderful For Words, we
have a poem called 'Twas the Night Before Jesus Came:

‘Twas the night before Jesus came and all through the house
Not a creature as praying, not one in the house.
Their Bibles were lain on the shelf without care
In hopes that Jesus would not come there.
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The children were dressing to crawl into bed,
Not once ever kneeling or bowing a head.

And mom 1in her rocker, with baby on her lap,
Was watching the late show while I took a nap.

When out of the east there arose such a clatter,
I sprang to my feet to see what was the matter.
Away to the window I flew like a flash,

Tore open the shutter, and threw up the sash!

When what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But angels proclaiming that Jesus was here.

With a light like the sun sending forth a bright ray,
I knew in a moment this must be the day!

The light of His face made me cover my head.

It was Jesus! returning just like He had said.

And though I possessed worldly wisdom and wealth,
I cried when I saw Him in spite of myself.

In the book of life which He held in His hand

Was written the name of every saved man.

He spoke not a word as He searched for my name;
When He said, “It’s not here,” my head hung in shame.

The people whose names had been written with love
He gathered to take to His Father above.
With those who were ready He rose without a sound,
While all the rest were left standing around.
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I fell to my knees, but it was too late;

I had waited too long and thus sealed my fate.
I stood and I cried as they rose out of sight.
Oh, if only I had been ready tonight.

In the words of this poem the meaning is clear;
The coming of Jesus is drawing near.

There’s only one life and when comes the last call,
We'll find that the Bible was true after all!
(source unknown)

Ever heard the story about these three little old ladies that
finally got to heaven? They were looking at all the glories of
heaven and seeing everything around and one of the little old
ladies said, “Isn’t this wonderful?” The other little old lady
said, “Yeah we could have been here six months earlier if you
hadn’t got on that oat bran kick!”

v. 16 And they gathered them together to the place
which is called in Hebrew, Armageddon.

“And they gathered them together to the place which is called
in Hebrew, Armageddon.”

Place of Slaughter.

A very sorted and somber picture.
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v. 17 And the seventh (angel) poured out his bowl upon
the air; and a loud voice came out of the temple
from the throne, saying, “It is done!”

“And the seventh (angel) poured out his bowl”

See there’s no stopping. There’s no parenthesis between six
and seven.

“upon the air; and a loud voice came out of the temple from
the throne, saying,”—Tetelestail—“It 1s done!”

It 1s finished! The wrath is gone. But what a dramatic
conclusion. Wow, look at it!

v. 18 And there were flashes of lightning and rumblings
and peals of thunder; and there was a great
earthquake, such as there had not been since man
came to be upon the earth, so great an earthquake
was it, and so mighty.

“There were flashes of lightning”—there are 8 things here.

“flashes of lightning and rumblings and peals of thunder; and
there was a great earthquake, such as there had not been
since man came to be upon the earth,”—even bigger than San
Francisco—"“so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty.”

v. 19 And the great city was divided into three parts.
And the cities of the nations fell. And Babylon the
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Great was remembered before God, to give her the
cup of the wine of the fury of His wrath.

“And the great city’—that’s Jerusalem—*“was divided into
three parts. And the cities of the nations fell. And Babylon the
Great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the
wine of the fury of His wrath.”

v. 20 And every island vanished, and mountains were
not found.

“And every island vanished,”—Wow! There goes the Hawaiian
Islands and all the rest of them—“and mountains were not
found.”

v. 21 And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds
each, are coming down out of heaven upon men;
and the men blasphemed God because of the plague
of the hail, because its plague was extremely
severe.

“And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds”—probably
125 pounds—“each, are coming down out of heaven upon men;
and the men blasphemed God because of the plague of the
hail, because its plague was extremely severe.”

What a finish!

But THREE TIMES now that we’ve had it! They have
“blasphemed God” three different times.
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We find it back there:
1. 1n verse 9,

2. 1nverse 11, and
3. 1n verse 21.

They “blasphemed God because of the plague of hail, because
1ts plague was extremely severe.”

Now let’s look at a verse in Hebrews:

Hebrews 2:3

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at
the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed
unto us and to those who heard him.

Now we get through a study like this, we can be like the
person that Annie Dillard describes in her little book The
Writing Life:

(The Writing Life by Annie Dillard)

In Bridgeport, Connecticut, one morning in April 1987, a
six-story concrete-slab building under construction collapsed,
and killed twenty-eight men. Just before it collapsed, a woman
across the street leaned from her window and said to a
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passerby, “That building is starting to shake.” “Lady,” he said,
according to the Hartford Courant, “you got rocks in your

head.”
p. 9

These things are going to come true and we are getting closer
and closer to that particular time when Christ is going to take
us home.

Now we got seven lessons out of it.

Lesson #1: This passage reveals to us the final manifestations
of God’s wrath on sin.

Lesson #2: There 1s a song in the mouth of the righteous and
blasphemy in the mouth of the wicked.

Lesson #3: The bowls of wrath are poured out upon the world
leader, the false prophet, and all those who have gone along
with his program—who have taken his mark.

Lesson #4: God is still offering salvation in these final hours of
that seven year period.

He’s still offering salvation but many of them are going to
have to die because of it.

Lesson #5: The battle of Armageddon—that great battle—is
terminated by the second coming of Jesus Christ to set up His
Kingdom.
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Lesson #6: Christ bore our wrath against sin when He died
upon the cross.

Probably one of the most graphic stories came out of the early
pioneers, who as they moved westward greatly feared the
prairie fire. And one such prairie fire caught a large wagon
train with the wind blowing in their faces and they were
scared to death.

The wagon master, clear thinking as he was, asked several of
the key men to set a fire behind the wagon train and they did
1t. And as the fire began to burn he commanded the wagons to
turn around and go backwards. And as they moved backwards
on charred ground a little girl said, “Do you think we’re going
to be alright?”” And the wagon master looked at her and said,
“Honey, we're going to be just fine because we’re standing
where the fire has already been.”

We will escape the roaring prairie fires of God’s wrath that are
going to consume this world because we’re standing where the
fire of God’s wrath has already fallen in judgment upon our
substitute, Jesus Christ. Thank Him for doing that for us and
rejoicing in His goodness and grace.

Lesson #7: Even in the face of great judgment, man’s heart is
still hardened.

Dag Hammersjold was the General Secretary of the United
Nations for many years. In his early career he was not a
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Christian, but then he became one and he wrote a diary called
Markings to describe his spiritual pilgrimage and left it
behind.

This is what he says in his early life:

“What I ask for 1s absurd—that life shall have a meaning.
What I strive for is impossible—that my life shall acquire a
meaning. I dare not believe. I do not see how I shall ever be
able to believe that I am not alone.”

(source unknown)

And then after he came to know Christ, this is what he says:

“I was certain that existence 1s meaningful and that therefore
my life in self-surrender has a goal.”
(source unknown)

And of course it does.
Harry Emerson Fosdick said:

“You can put off making up your mind but you can’t put off
making up your life.”
(source unknown)

John Anderson was pastor of First Presbyterian Church in

Dallas for many years. He wrote an article in the Dallas

Morning News that appeared weekly. And one of his articles

we have here to conclude this study, because this describes
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what it’s going to be like to be a Christian during the
Tribulation Period:

The Chinese word [uan—[means] “wild and dangerous”™—
[it’s] an apt description of the country districts in North
Kiangsu China 50 years ago.

Into the area to visit his new churches in that fall of 1931
went veteran Presbyterian missionary John W. Vinson,
1ignoring the threat of marauding bandits and his weakened
condition from recent surgery.

He was asleep in the tiny chapel in the village ... when
the bandits came, 600 of them, looting, burning, killing.
Finally they departed, taking hostage for ransom 150 Chinese
and their special prize, the American missionary.

Government soldiers overtook them [and] where the
robbers barricaded themselves. Their leader offered freedom
to Vinson if he would persuade the soldiers to withdraw. The
minister refused, since the Chinese captives were not to be
included.

In the darkness of the next night, the bandits tried to
break out. Many were killed, and 125 of the captives escaped.
The remaining 25, along with Vinson, were forced to flee with
the renegades. A young daughter of a Chinese pastor [who]
survived the ordeal to [tells] what happened.

When Vinson faltered and [he began to fall] behind
because of his recent operation, one of the bandits drew his
pistol. “I'm going to kill you. Aren’t you afraid?”

“No, I am not afraid,” came the reply in perfect Chinese.
“If you kill me, I will go right to God.”

The outlaw shot him and another beheaded him.
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At his funeral, the missionaries comforted each other by
reading such passages as John 14:27; “Peace I leave with you;
my peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”

Days later, in another district, E. H. Hamilton, a fellow
missionary, received a letter, giving details of the martyrdom.
After sitting quietly a few minutes, he picked up his pen and
wrote quickly, almost as if he were quoting from memory
instead of composing:

“Afraid? Of what?

To feel the spirit’s glad release?

To pass from pain to perfect peace,
The strife and strain of life to cease?

Afraid—of that?

Afraid? Of what?
Afraid to see the Savior’s face,
To hear His welcome, and to trace

The glory gleam from wounds of grace
Afraid—of that?

Afraid? Of what?

A flash—a crash—a pierced heart;
Darkness—Ilight—Oh, Heaven’s art!
A wound of His a counterpart!

Afraid—of that?

Afraid? Of what?
To enter into Heaven’s rest
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And yet to serve the Master blest,
From service good to service best?

Afraid—of that?

Afraid? Of what?

To do by death what life could not:
Baptize with blood from the spot

Till souls shall blossom from the spot
Afraid—of that?”

(source unknown)

That’s what it’s going to be like. But for us as believers who
know Christ, death is going to be like taking a final flight. And
when that airplane lands, standing in the waiting room are
going to be a lot of our friends who've been there ahead of us.
But 1in the back of the crowd 1s going to be one who’s going to
take His pierced hand out of His robe and applaud us for
making it—for making the right choice and coming on home to
live eternally with Him.

Father, we thank You for the joyful anticipation down the
road as soon as the storm ceases. We realize it’s going to get
better. We thank You for those wonderful words of the
bridegroom who was telling us that, as he heard from the man
who was 1n charge of the dining room, “You saved the best
until now.” Lord, life gets so much better as we go along in our
walk with You and cooperate in obedience. As we learn those
lessons now and begin to press on the upward way and new
heights we gain every day. Still praying as we onward bound,
Lord plant our feet on higher ground. May You take the
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message and seal it to our hearts. May Your Holy Spirit speak
to us, and if we don’t know Christ, may it be our opportunity
to respond and receive the Savior. In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.
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A Practical Study of REVELATION:
Bible Prophecy
“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Eighteen — The Angels and the Bowls
of God’s Wrath — Revelation 15:1-16:21 NOTES

v. 1 And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous; seven
angels having seven plagues, which are the last, because in them
the wrath of God is finished.

v. 2 And I saw something resembling a sea of glass having been
mixed with fire, and those who are gaining the victory from the
beast and from his image and from the number of his name,
standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God.

v. 3 And they are singing the song of Moses, the bondslave of God,
and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and marvelous are Your
works, O Lord God, the Almighty; righteous and true are Your
ways, O King of the nations.

v. 4 Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? Because
You only are holy; for all the nations shall come and worship
before You, for Your righteous acts have been revealed.”

v. 5 And after these things I looked, and the temple of the
tabernacle of testimony in heaven was opened,

v. 6 and there came out of the temple the seven angels, the ones
having the seven plagues, having been clothed in linen, clean and
bright, and having been girded around their breasts with golden
girdles.

v. 7 And one of the four living beings gave to the seven angels
seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of God, who is living
forever and ever.

v. 8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the glory of God
and from His power; and no one was able to enter the temple until
the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.

16:v. 1 And I heard a loud voice out of the temple, saying to the
seven angels, “Be going and pouring out the seven bowls of the
wrath of God into the earth.”
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v. 2 And the first (angel) went and poured out his bowl into the
earth; and there came a loathsome and malignant sore upon the
men who are having the mark of the beast and who are worshiping
his image.

v. 3 And the second (angel) poured out his bowl into the sea, and it
became blood like that of a dead man; and every living creature in
the sea died.

v. 4 And the third (angel) poured out his bowl into the rivers and
the springs of waters; and they became blood.

v. 5 And I heard the angel of the waters saying, “You are just, the
One who is and who was, the Holy One, because You judged these
things;

v. 6 for they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and blood
to them You have given to drink. They are deserving this
(worthy).”

v. 7 And I heard the altar saying, “Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty,
true and righteous are Your judgments.”

v. 8 And the fourth angel poured out his bowl upon the sun; and it
was given to it to scorch men with fire.

v. 9 And the men were burned with a great scorching heat; and
they blasphemed the name of God, who is having the power over
these plagues; and they did not have a change of mind, so as to
give Him glory.

v. 10 And the fifth (angel) poured out his bowl upon the throne of
the beast; and his kingdom became darkened; and they were
chewing their tongues because of the pain.

v. 11 And they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their
pains and because of their sores; and they did not have a change of
mind with reference to their works.

v. 12 And the sixth (angel) poured out his bowl upon the river, the
great Euphrates. And its water was dried up, in order that the way
might be prepared for the kings from the rising of the sun.

v. 13 And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of
the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet,
three unclean spirits like frogs;

v. 14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which are
going out to the kings of the whole inhabited earth, to gather them
together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.

v. 15 Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who is
staying awake and who is keeping his garments, lest he be
walking about unclad and they be observing his shame.
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NOTES
v. 16 And they gathered them together to the place which is called
in Hebrew, Armageddon.
v. 17 And the seventh (angel) poured out his bowl upon the air;
and a loud voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying,
“It is done!”
v. 18 And there were flashes of lightning and rumblings and peals
of thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as there had
not been since man came to be upon the earth, so great an
earthquake was it, and so mighty.
v. 19 And the great city was divided into three parts. And the cities
of the nations fell. And Babylon the Great was remembered before
God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fury of His wrath.
v. 20 And every island vanished, and mountains were not found.
v. 21 And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, are
coming down out of heaven upon men; and the men blasphemed
God because of the plague of the hail, because its plague was
extremely severe.

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Revelation 15:1-16:21 and in your own words pull out
the main thought of this passage.

2. What is the sign, “great and marvelous,” that John sees in
verse 17
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3. What is the song of Moses and the Lamb in verses 3 & 47

4. Why was the temple filled with smoke, according to
verse 8?

5. What happened when the first angel poured out his bow,
according to verse 27

6. What happened when the second, third and fourth angels
poured out their bowls?

7. What happened when the fifth, sixth and seventh angels
poured out their bowls?
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8. What happens in verse 21, and what is the response to the
plagues?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: This passage reveals to us the final
manifestations of God’s wrath upon sin.

LESSON #2: There 1s a song in the mouth of the righteous
and blasphemy in the mouth of the wicked.
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LESSON #3: The bowls of wrath are poured out upon the
world leader, the false prophet, and all those who have
taken his mark.

LESSON #4: God 1s still offering salvation in these final hours
of the seven year period.

LESSON #5: The battle of Armageddon is terminated by the
second coming of Jesus Christ.

LESSON #6: Christ bore our wrath against sin when He died
upon the cross. We are standing where the fire has already
been!

LESSON #7: Even in the face of great judgment, man’s heart
1s still hardened.
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