A Practical Study of REVELATION:
Bible Prophecy
“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Nineteen — Revelation 17:1-18

We do a great disservice to people when we try to put God on a
calendar—since the Lord Jesus wouldn’t even do that when
they asked Him in Acts 1 if it was the time for the kingdom
and He said, “that’s not for you to know the times or the
seasons.”

This comes from an article written by the Washington Post.
This comes from Baghdad, Iraq:

An early plan to locate the recreated Babylon across the
river from the real one, where 1t would do no scientific harm,
was nixed by orders from “the top”; [At least that’s one thing
Saddam Hussein did right.] outside the city boundaries,
instead, presidential decree has now erected three giant
mounds of earth, to hold the re-engineered Hanging Gardens
if a usable plan can be found. In the next few years, Said
predicts, the government will also redig and refill the city
moat, close the city to all traffic but pedestrians and horse-
drawn carriages, and maybe rebuild the ziggurat. [You realize
that means tower—the tower that was built in Babel back in
Genesis chapter 11, if you remember, trying to reach God. And
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they used the term ziggurat for that.] Casinos and restaurants
will be placed in the verdant Gardens atop the mounds, and
tourists, if they can bear it, will look out upon Babylon the
Golden. It will be one of the wonders of the world, all right.
(originally published April 4, 1990)

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/opinions/1990/04/04/saddam-husseins-
babylon/dbc684ee-3d14-493c-b016-35a6f10e2bae/

And obviously she’s quite cynical about seeing something like
Babylon the Golden in the desert near Baghdad, Iraq.

But the thing that this does is it makes us understand that
maybe the term “Babylon” both in our study and in our next
study could be literal rather than as it has been looked at for
so many years by prophetic students.

This article was written o in The Dallas Morning News,
October 28, 1989. It was an extensive article on the rebuilding
of the temple and it’s relevant to our study:

“The group, with police permission, brought a three-ton stone
to Jerusalem on October 16 as the cornerstone of the third
temple.”

(source unknown)

And this 1s what they said when they created such a riot when
they brought the stone to town by the Arabs. The Jews said:

“And with God’s help, the day will come soon when we will
build the temple.”


https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/opinions/1990/04/04/saddam-husseins-babylon/dbc684ee-3d14-493c-b016-35a6f10e2bae/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/opinions/1990/04/04/saddam-husseins-babylon/dbc684ee-3d14-493c-b016-35a6f10e2bae/

(source unknown)

And when that conflict happened and they had those
fatalities, the Arabs were convinced that the Jews were
making a power play to get the cornerstone in place for the
temple that they’re wanting to build.

Now this interesting article occurred in Time Magazine right
after that on October 16, 1989:

“During six years of research, the institute has reconstructed
38 of the ritual implements that will be required when Temple
sacrifices are restored; it will complete the other 65 items as
funds permit.”

(source unknown)

In other words, they already had 38 of the implements
reconstructed for the reinstitution of animal sacrifices in the
temple in Jerusalem when that temple was built. And they're
going to get the other 65 done as funds permit.

Now take those things and we can relate to that because
what’s happening in Jerusalem and Israel is clearer in biblical
prophecy, but how does Babylon relate to that? And what
happens to religion after the church gets out of here? Those
are the kind of questions that we’re asking.

Well the other phenomenon that we have to contend and deal
with from a religious point of view is the New Age movement.
Now here’s an article from the Weekly Magazine:
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Take a businesswoman, teacher, promoter, salesperson and
healer, add a dash of P. T. Barnum, and you've got Ilianna
Culver, a one-woman phenomenon.

In her 39 years, she’s lived through several lifetimes’
worth of changes always at a break-neck pace. Today she is a
self-described ‘tonal healer,” who teaches clients how to heal
allments by singing or humming certain tones. Ilianna also
claims that her process can cure mental problems and
confusion.

Ilianna has long been an enthusiastic promoter of many
New Age events and personalities, including healer and
hypnotist Jack Schwartz, lecturer Dennis Adams, and the
proponents of the “Radiance” technique. She’s now associated
with the latest craze on the consciousness frontier, the
“Extraterrestrial Earth Mission,” [there 1s] a couple from the
Southwest who purport to be from the star Polaris [and I just
love this] and who have come to Earth with a collection of
books, cassettes and videos they market during their wide-
ranging speaking engagements around the country.

With so many careers, what title fits best? “I like the term
‘facilitator’,” she says. “It means ‘to make things easy.” I like to
be able to help people through their transitions with grace and
ease, whether through hypnosis or energy work, or anything
else.”

Formerly Claudia Culver, she says that the name Ilianna
came to her from a past life memory that she encountered in
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an out-of-body-experience.

You can be tranced, toned, have your energy raised, your
blocks dissipated, your destiny laid out and your passion
released. Then if you want to relax and enjoy all this personal
growth, she can sell you a berth on the ‘Ecstasy Cruise,” a
Caribbean vacation package aimed at the metaphysical crowd.
Ilianna helped to create and organize this ‘theme cruise’ which
will send you sailing off into the sunset with a staff of healers,
psychics, channelers and astrologers on board ready to serve
you.

(source unknown)

Now that’s the advantage that they have in the New Age
technique in that the major corporations are inviting them in
to teach their stuff. To help executives relieve stress—great
stress management seminars. So they step in and they teach
all this eastern religion and they’'ve got a complete entrée and
so it 1s becoming worldwide in its manifestations. This is only
just a small 1llustration of it.

Thus far in our series—so that you’re up to speed where we
are—in chapter 14 we saw some pictures of what’s going to
happen in the final chapters. We saw the 144,000, we saw
angelic messengers preaching the gospel, and we saw the
government of the beast fall, and we saw a little fore-glimpse
of the Battle of Armageddon.

Now in our last study we began to make progress through the
remainder of the Tribulation Period. Now to review, if
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prophecy starts today, what’s going to happen?

The Rapture of the church takes place—all the saints are
caught home to be with the Lord. Immediately following that
1s going to be a seven-year period of great Tribulation upon
the earth. During that time Satan is going to have his own
government—which will be worldwide—and his own
religion—which will be worldwide. And if we don’t cooperate
with his plan, we lose our life.

Now during that time there is a series of THREE
JUDGMENTS—T7 seals, 7 trumpets and 7 bowl judgments. In
our previous study we poured out the 7 bowls which indicated
we ended the Tribulation Period.

Now the next event is the Second Coming of Christ to set up
His Kingdom on the earth. That is Revelation 19, but we’re in
Revelation 17. So what is 17 and what 1s 18?

Seventeen and eighteen are a PARENTHESIS that deal with
Babylon. Now don’t get scared when we use the term Babylon.
Babylon can mean one of several things.

1. Babylon can mean a literal city south of Baghdad. And it’s
becoming more and more convincing that’s the way the term is
used a lot of time in the Bible.

2.  Secondly it can refer to a religious system that runs

counter to everything that God stands for. Babylon the city

has been famous for that throughout the Old Testament in
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trying to build the tower to reach heaven.

Astrology finds its roots in old Babylon. Reincarnation finds
its roots there. And many of the deviant teachings that we
hear about today found their origin in ancient Babylon. So it
refers to a religious system.

3. But it also refers to a political system, which 1s this world
government that will be set up during the Tribulation Period.

Now if we were to take the two chapters, what we have in
chapter 17 is the DESTRUCTION OF RELIGION during the
Tribulation Period. And what we have in chapter 18 is the
DESTRUCTION OF THE ECONOMIC AND

GOVERNMENTAL PARTS of this satanic kingdom during thé
Tribulation Period.

Now those things are still valid. Actually, we're going to feel
like we're sitting in a boat in the Gulf when we see everything
economically go up in smoke. We just sense that while we look
at what’s happening in chapter 18.

Now we need to understand as we launch into this that it is
possible for us to consider that Babylon is a literal city and
place that’s being destroyed here in biblical prophecy.

Dyer wrote an article in 1987 on Babylon being literal in the
Theological Journal for Dallas Seminar. This is what he says:

(Bibliotheca Sacra, October/December 1987, article by Charles
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H. Dyer)

Therefore the identity of Babylon in Revelation 17-18 is the
future rebuilt city of Babylon on the Euphrates. It will once
again be restored and will achieve a place of worldwide

influence only to be destroyed by the Antichrist in his thirst

for power.
p. 449

During the Tribulation Period the world leader is going to rule
from Jerusalem because he’s going to be involved in all of the
temple worship and stuff that goes on there. But his religious
headquarters are going to be Babylon—Iliteral Babylon. And
Babylon 1s going to be the citadel and the new headquarters
for the New Age. That’s where everything is going to focus
worldwide, as far as religion 1s concerned, is around Babylon.

Now religion is going to continue unabated after the church is
gone at the Rapture. People are going to be very religious
during the Tribulation Period. In fact, the New Age will go on
totally uninterrupted after the Rapture. They're not even
going to take notice of the fact that we’re gone as believers
because we're certainly not a part of what’s going on there.

Now all chapter 17 talks about is the destruction of this
religion that continues during the Tribulation Period. And the
term 1s used, “the fall of Babylon.”

Now we have titled the chapter: “Beauty on the Beast.”



Because we have beauty—we have a woman on a beast
mentioned nine times here in the passage.

Now we're going to take it just a phrase at a time. We'll talk
for a minute because we need to understand what these verses
mean.

v. 1 And there came one of the seven angels who are
having the seven bowls, and he spoke with me,
saying, “Come here, I will show you the judgment of
the great harlot, who is sitting on many waters,

“And there came one of the seven angels who are having the
seven bowls, and he spoke with me, saying, ‘Come here, I will
show you the judgment of the great harlot, who 1s sitting on
many waters,”

Alright now we have a “harlot” and we have “many waters.”

Let’s go to “many waters” first. Down at verse 15, in the same
chapter, this is what we read.:

Revelation 17:15

And he 1s saying to me, “The waters which you saw where the
harlot 1s sitting are peoples and multitudes and nations and
languages.

Okay this woman, this “harlot,” is influencing the worldwide
national religious scene. Now who’s the “harlot”? The “harlot”
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in the Bible always refers to religion without Christ. It’s a
religion without relationships.

The church is called “the bride of Christ” because we're
faithful to our head—the Christ. He 1s everything to us. He 1is
our salvation. He 1s our growth. He 1s our hope. He is our
destiny. He is the One whom we are being made like through
the experiences of life.

And the focus of the bride, the church—the bride of Christ—is
upon Christ our head.

Now religion, as such, has polluted all that. There is great
focus today on the church rather than on Christ. And we go to
CHURCH and we’ll be a part of the CHURCH. Now not to
have anything against the church, but when we’re going to
rule Christ out of 1t and make 1t a church without a Christ
then we have a problem.

Because we live in Christian America or we do good works or
we give our money or serve on committees or we go to church
and do these things—and it’s do-do-do without a relationship.
And we’re going to wake up realizing we're part of the “harlot”
rather than part of the bride.

And so the “harlot” here had great worldwide influence during
the Tribulation period. It’s religion without relationship. The
New Age in the “harlot.”
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v. 2 with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of
immorality, and those who are dwelling on the
earth were made drunk with the wine of her
immorality.”

“with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of
1immorality, and those who are dwelling on the earth were
made drunk with the wine of her immorality.”

She has got political clout! She’s able to move among the
higher echelons of society and has tentacles in many political
alliances, besides having this great worldwide influence. And
that’s why the New Age movement is fitting this picture.

James 4:4 says:

James 4:4

You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the
world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be
a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

There’s the term. Instead of “harlot”™—“adulteress” is used to
refer to us when we spend more time and concern about the
world and the things of the world than we do about our love
and our relationship to Jesus Christ. James is strong on that.

John Naisbit is a New Ager and a New Age thinker. He’s

written Megatrends 2000 and in reading it he really does help

us get a handle on what religion’s going to look like without a
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relationship to Christ by describing the worldwide thirst for
religion. Just in a couple of paragraphs, listen to what he says:

(Megatrends 2000 by John Naisbit and Patricia Aberdene)

At the dawn of the third millennium there are
unmistakable signs of a worldwide multidenominational
religious revival. [And he puts in all this.]

American baby boomers who rejected organized religion in
the 1970’s are returning to church with their children in tow
or joining the New Age movement. [And he wanted to get that
one 1n there.]

Reconstructivist Jews who edited the supernatural out of
prayer books forty years ago are restoring references to
miracles, mythology, and the Messiah.

Mormons celebrated the “best” year in their 158-year
history in 1987, when they gained a record 274,000 new
adherents. [Now get this one.]

Shinto neighborhood festivals have been revived in Japan;
along with life cycle rituals and returning to the local pagoda.

A Shinto priest known as “the miracle man of Japan” has
won 5 million followers in Japan, the United States, and
Brazil, where 80 percent of converts are non-Japanese. [Wow!]

The worldwide charismatic movement has tripled in the
last decade to nearly 300 million, including millions of Roman
Catholics.

Youth for Christ operates teen centers throughout
Europe, drew young people from thirty-seven countries to a
1988 conference, and attracted 12,000 to a rally in Africa’s ...
(formerly Upper Volta).
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Chinese and Soviet young people are fascinated by
religion and enjoy attending church to the dismay of their
Communist-schooled elders.

pp. 270-71

Alright, what’s he doing? He has a global view. And there is a
ogreat move toward religion, but it’s religion without
relationship and it’s going to be the religion that carries us
right into the Tribulation Period.

Now why do we need to be wise and sensitive?

Now here’s a little statement from Lutzer’s book on [Satan’s/
FEvangelistic Strategy for This New Age. Now 1n it we're going
to mention a denomination. If this article mentions someone’s
denomination, please do not be offended, because every
denomination can also have this kind.

And if we need to defend our denomination with a hurrah like
that, go ahead. We're not picking on anybody.

(Satan’s Evangelistic Strategy for This New Age by Erwin W.
Lutzer & John F. DeVries)

Liberal theologians are of course ready to join hands with
the channelers and the astrologers of this age, believing that
spiritual experiences are of equal value. The Reverend Gene
Seely, an ordained United Methodist minister, says he is quite
ready to climb out on a limb with Shirley MacLaine—at least
most of the way. One cannot watch her growth, he says,
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without recalling the parable of Christ about the new wine in
[the] old wineskins. Only stretchable wineskins can
accommodate the ferment of new truth.

The minister says we must allow for the fact that God
may be revealing Himself through experiences such as that of
the famous actress. After all, he asks, “How then 1s the church
to deal with such things as reincarnation, trance channeling,
out-of-body experiences, clairvoyance, extraterrestrials,
telepathy, intelligent energy fields, and non-physical entities?”

The Spirit, says Seely, works where and when He will.
There is much we do not know as yet. But some things are
becoming clear. We are in the time of the greatest spiritual

awakening the world has ever known.”
pp. 114-15

What’s wrong with that? Not one statement about the
authority of the Scriptures. Everything is experience because
somebody has an out-of-the-body experience, we've got to
determine that is a valid spiritual experience. And we get so
caught up about these people who die on the operating table
and they see a great light and then they come back to life to
tell us about it. And we're saying, “Oh wow! It’s real!” Well
why don’t we believe the Word of God? It’s real anyway!

Why do we have to spend our time with this kind of stuff? We
get so sidetracked and so far off field when if we just spend

our time in the Scriptures, the authoritative message of the
Word of God, we’d solve the problem.

These guys wouldn’t go out on a limb with Shirley MacLaine.
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They have an answer to reincarnation.

Hebrews 9:27

It’s appointed unto man once to die, [you only get it once] and
after that the judgment.

And then the scripture levels it—there it is—the authority has
been spoken. But there are so many today who, for the sake of
bringing unanimity worldwide in religious circles, are going
along with this. And that’s the religion that’s going to continue
unabated right on into the Tribulation Period. And that’s what
we're talking about.

v. 3 And he carried me away into a wilderness in spirit;
and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of
blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten
horns.

“And he carried me away into a wilderness in spirit; and I saw
a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names,
having seven heads and ten horns.”

Okay, who’s the woman? That’s the “harlot” that we saw in
the previous verse, right? So we still have religion. But
religion now is “on a scarlet beast.” Who is that “scarlet
beast”?

In chapter 13 that “scarlet beast” is described exactly the
same way as in verse 1 of chapter 13—that’s the world leader.
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That 1s the false messiah. That 1s the worldwide dictator.

Notice she 1s “sitting on the scarlet beast.” In other words,
religion has authority over politics during the first 3 1/2 year
period of the Tribulation. She has such power and such
authority, even the world leader is subservient to her and to
all of these tentacles in the picture that’s described there for
us.

But, although she 1s supported by political power and she has
the dominant role in the first 3 1/2 years, she’s going to be
destroyed. There’s a little poem that describes what we're
getting ready to see:

A smiling young lady from Niger
Took a ride on the back of a tiger.
They came back from the ride
With the lady inside
And the smile on the face of the tiger.
(source unknown)

That’s what’s getting ready to take place in these verses.

v. 4 And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet
and was adorned with gold and precious stones and
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of
abominations and of the unclean things of her
immorality.

“And the woman was clothed 1in purple and scarlet and was
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adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a
golden cup in her hand full of abominations and of the unclean
things of her immorality.”

That’s the trappings of ecclesiastical pomp with all the colors
and stones and everything else.

v. 5 And upon her forehead a name has been written, a
mystery, “Babylon the great, the mother of harlots
and of the abominations of the earth.”

“And upon her forehead a name has been written, a mystery,
‘Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and of the
abominations of the earth.”

Now “Babylon the great” refers not only to the religious
system but that the city of Babylon is going to be the
headquarters for this religion.

She’s a “mother of harlots”—that means there are tentacles of
all different kinds of religion that are being unified under her.
See what we're saying?

And that’s what the New Age claims. They claim: “We can
take you Baptists. We can take you Presbyterians. We can
take you guys from the Middle East. We bring you all together
and we’re united in peace and oneness and brotherhood—and
all of those things.” And so there’s the picture right there.

Now what’s the term “mystery” mean? The term “mystery” in
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the Bible always refers to a truth that has not yet been
revealed.

Like the church is a “mystery.” It wasn’t revealed in the Old
Testament—it’s revealed in the New.

The Rapture is a “mystery.” It wasn’t revealed in the Old
Testament. The Second Coming of Christ was. The Rapture is
a New Testament truth.

And so this 1s a New Testament truth about “mystery”—
“Babylon.”

Now Texe Marrs has written a book called the Dark Secrets of

the New Age and he makes this startling statement. He says
there are:

(Dark Secrets of the New Age by Texe Marrs)

...nearly 30 rituals and beliefs found in ancient Babylon that
are practiced today in the New Age Movement! Everything
from reincarnation to occult meditation was commonplace
3,000 years ago.

(source unknown)

In his tracings he’s found at least 30 parallels between ancient
Babylon and contemporary New Age theology and practice.

v. 6 And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the
saints, and with the blood of those who are bearing
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witness to Jesus. And when I saw her, I wondered
greatly.

“And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and
with the blood of those who are bearing witness to Jesus. And
when I saw her, I wondered greatly.”

Now how can religion be “drunk with the blood of the saints”?

Some of the New Age writers, when they ask about what’s
going to happen to Orthodox Christianity, say they're going to
be the last ones to come in as though we'’re going to deal with
them when the time comes. We're going to be the resistance
forces to this by the fact that we dance to a different tune and
we're listening to a different drummer.

This woman 1s “drunk with the blood of the saints.” If they
live beyond the Rapture of the church without a relationship
to Christ and they’re here during the Tribulation, they're
going to have two horrendous possibilities for persecution.
First of all, religion’s going to get them if they’ve come to a
relationship with Christ, because they’re not going to have
anything to do with Jesus—it is right there. And secondly, the
worldwide leader says if they don’t take his mark and go along

with his economic program they’re going to die a martyrs’
death.

So they’re not only going to get it from religion, they’re going

to get it from politics too. No matter what, it’s going to be an

awfully lonely thing to remain here without a relationship to
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Christ after the Rapture of the church, which 1s the next
prophetic event. That verse tells us that.

She 1s “drunk with the blood of those who are bearing witness
to Jesus. And when I saw her, I wondered greatly.”

Now institutional religion has always had a way of
persecuting real Christians. Ask Jesus about that. He was
crucified by the religion of the day. Talk to Saul of Tarsus, he
was the great persecutor before he experienced conversion on
the Damascus Road. He too was after the blood of the saints.

v. 7 And the angel said to me, “Why did you wonder? I
shall tell you the mystery of the woman and of the
beast who is carrying her, who is having the seven
heads and the ten horns.

“And the angel said to me, ‘Why did you wonder? I shall tell
you the mystery of the woman and of the beast who 1s
carrying her, who is having the seven heads and the ten
horns.”

Alright, the rest of the passage now 1s going to explain that.

v. 8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about
to be coming up out of the abyss, and he is going
into destruction. And those who are dwelling on the
earth shall wonder, whose name has not been
written in the book of life from the foundation of
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the world, when they are seeing the beast, that he
was and is not and shall come.

“The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to be
coming up out of the abyss, and he 1s going into destruction.
And those who are dwelling on the earth shall wonder,”—now
notice who these people are—“whose name has not been
written in the book of life from the foundation of the world,
when they are seeing the beast, that he was and i1s not and
shall come.”

Now who 1s this “beast”? He’s the false messiah. He’s going to
be energized by Satan, he comes “up out of the abyss,” he’s
going to be the world leader. They’re going to fake a death and
a resurrection—so he “was” and he “is not.” And he’s “about to
be coming up out of the abyss”—he’s going to take a place of
leadership with a fake resurrection.

“And those who are dwelling on the earth” are going to
“wonder” after him. They're going to be amazed at this
person—this phenomenon.

And they are the people “whose name has not been written in
the book of life’—they have no relationship with Christ.

v. 9 Here is the mind which is having wisdom. The
seven heads are seven mountains, where the
woman is sitting upon them,

“Here 1s the mind which 1s having wisdom. The seven heads
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are seven mountains, where the woman is sitting upon them,”

Now for years students of Bible prophecy believe that there
will be a revived Roman Empire. And along with that revived
Roman Empire they’'ve also put religion in Rome during the
Tribulation Period because of the “seven mountains.” Rome is
famous for its seven hills.

And so there have been many who say that the apostate
Catholic Church will be religion during the Tribulation Period.
We're moving it from Rome to Babylon and we no longer see it
in apostate Romanism. We see it rather in the New Age.

The other thing, when “mountains” are mentioned in the Old
Testament it never refers to a city, it refers to a kingdom. And
the next verse tells us that.

“and they are seven kings’—it’s not a place, it’s not the citadel
of religion in Rome.

Notice verse 10 now.

v. 10 and they are seven kings; the five fell, the one is,
the other one has not yet come; and when he comes,;
he must remain for a brief time.

“and they are seven kings; the five fell, the one is, the other

one has not yet come; and when he comes, he must remain for

a brief time.”
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If we took the history of the Roman Empire, we would take:

1. FIVE that have RULED.

2. And then there’s ONE that “1s”"—that’s the Domitian—
he’s the one that’s exiled John to the Isle of Patmos where he
18S.

3. And then the next one to “come” 1s the world leader over
the revived Roman Empire.

And he’s going to die and then he’s going to come back again
as the EIGHTH—that’s all this means.

Now Ryrie comments on it. He says:

As to the identification of the kings, there is greater
difficulty. They apparently have something to do with Rome,
and some have interpreted them as a selective list of Roman
emperors. Others have suggested that they refer to successive
forms of government in the Roman Empire. Objections can be
raised to both of these views, and the matter cannot be settled
with certainty. In any case, the beast that is to come during
the tribulation is definitely said to be the eighth, and his
power 1s limited and his doom certain.

(source unknown)

And we’re going to see in our next study that he’s going to fall
apart.
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We're probably asking if this world leader is alive today in
view of the fact that we're getting so close? We don’t know if
he 1s or not.

According to Jeane Dixon in her Gift of Prophecy, she had a
major dream. Heard of that dream in 19627 The dream 1is
incredible. Not because there’s any genuine authenticity to it,
but the dream describes something horrendous. Listen:

(A Gift of Prophecy by Jeane Dixon)

The vision came to her shortly before sunrise on February
5, 1962, a date which [has] some importance ... In her vision
the seer saw an exceedingly bright sun, out of which stepped
one of the pharaohs and Queen Nefertiti, who was carrying a
baby in her arms. The two royal Egyptians, parents of the
infant, were magnificently robed, but the babe was clothed in
rags. Jeane Dixon felt herself captivated by the child’s eyes,
which were full of wisdom and knowledge. From the infant
emerged rays of light, bright as the sun, and these rays
blotted out the pharaoh. The prophetess watched for a while
the fate of the child’s mother and then, turning back to the
infant, discovered it had grown to manhood and that above
him had formed a small cross, which began to expand until it
covered the earth. People of every race and religion gave
worship to the man, and all were as one.

Jeane Dixon’s interpretation of her vision follows the
clues found in the vision itself. On February 5, 1962, she
believes, a peasant child was born in the Middle East who 1s a
direct descendant of Nefertiti and Akkenaton. She sees in this
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child a coming savior of the world. It is her conviction that the
world will begin to feel the impact of this person in the early
1980’s, [she missed on that] that he will reshape the world
without war or suffering, and that by the end of the century
all people will understand the meaning of her vision. At that
time they will follow this new leader, who will unite mankind
in an all-embracing revitalized and ecumenical Christianity.
One remarkable statement made on the last page of this book
1s that the prophetess believes that Rome will eventually
become the foremost center of culture, learning, and religion.
This vision 1s of great interest and is not without some
significance, but it certainly does not stand the test of biblical
revelation and therefore must be rejected as false.
(source unknown)

Alright, what is she saying? She’s saying '62—born. How old
was Christ when he began His public ministry? We could say
'62—'92, we begin to feel the impact of this individual. We
don’t know and we don’t put dates on things. But at least
there are some statements that are being made by countless
numbers of individuals who say with great dogmatism and
almost seeming religious arrogance, we are going to have a
worldwide religion.

Verse 11.
v. 11 And the beast who was and is not, is himself also
an eighth, and is out of the seven, and he is going to

destruction.
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“And the beast who was and 1s not, 1s himself also an
eighth,”—that explains his resurrection—*“he is out of the
seven, and he is going to destruction.”

v. 12 And the ten horns which you saw are ten kings,
who have not yet received a kingdom, but they will
receive authority as kings one hour with the beast.

“And the ten horns which you saw are ten kings, who have not
yet received a kingdom, but they will receive authority as
kings one hour with the beast.”

These are the “ten kings” out of the west. This is the United
States of Europe.

v. 13 These are having one purpose and they are giving
their power and authority to the beast.

“These are having one purpose and they are giving their
power and authority to’—this world leader—*“the beast.”

v. 14 These will wage war against the Lamb, and the
Lamb shall gain the victory over them, because He
is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those who
are with Him, the called and the chosen and the
faithful.”

“These will wage war against the Lamb,”—that’s Christ—“and
the Lamb shall gain the victory over them,”
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Revelation 19.
“because He 1s"—WHAT?—“Lord of lords and King of

kings,”—Amen!—“and those who are with Him,”—who’s going
to be with Him?—"the called and the chosen and the faithful.”

Who 1s that? That’s us, if we know Jesus as Savior.
We are the “called” because He called us. And maybe He could
call the unbeliever. If the Spirit of God speaks to your heart,

respond. He does call.

Romans 8:30 says:

Romans 8:30

whom He predestined, those He also called; and whom He
called, He also justified; and whom He justified, He also
glorified.

He’s in the business of calling. And if we've responded to
Christ, we've been “called.” We’ve answered the call.

Secondly, we're “chosen.” Isn’t that a great truth?

Ephesians 1:4

just as He chose us to be in Him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.
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Oh man—“chosen” 1in Him.

Does that mean that there are some that are “unchosen?” No
1t doesn’t.

Whosoever will, may come. But when we walked through the
door He already knew the choice we were going to make. And
when we look back up on the other side it’s going to say
“Chosen in Him before the foundation of the world.”

Some people think they’'ve committed too many sins, they’re
too old, it’s too late, they're going to take their chances, they're
going to do their thing. Listen, it’s not too late, we're still
alive, 1it’s still the age of grace, the Rapture hasn’t occurred,
the door’s wide open and it’s just our pride that’s standing in
the way of making that commitment to Christ and knowing
the joy of being chosen in Jesus Christ.

“Called,”

“chosen,” and

that last word—"“faithful.”

Isn’t that great?

We're “called,” we're “chosen,” we're “faithful.”

He'’s “the Lamb.” He’s going to “gain the victory...because he is

Lord of lords and King of kings.”
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We're scraping the heavens here with this stuff.

v. 15 And he is saying to me, “The waters which you
saw where the harlot is sitting are peoples and
multitudes and nations and languages.

“And he 1s saying to me, ‘The waters which you saw where the
harlot is sitting are peoples and multitudes and nations and
languages.”

We started out with that verse.

v. 16 And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast,
these shall hate the harlot and shall make her a
ruin and reduce her to nakedness, and her flesh
they shall eat and they shall consume her with fire.

“And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these shall
hate the harlot and shall make her a ruin and reduce her to
nakedness, and her flesh they shall eat and they shall

consume her with fire.”

Religion at the half-way point in the Tribulation will be
destroyed by the world leader and these ten nations out of the
west. They're going to destroy institutional religion and in its
place they're going to put up an image of the world leader in
the Holy of holies and everybody’s going to be required to
worship the image of the world leader.

29



He’s going to break with the New Age, destroy it along with
the alliance from the west, and they’re going to put up an
1mage of him in the Holy of holies, in the temple in Jerusalem
and there will be no choice! The only religion for the last 3 1/2
year period of the Tribulation i1s to worship the world leader.
That’s all that happens in verse 16.

v. 17 For God did put it into their hearts to do that
which was in His mind, and to come to one mind,
and to give their kingdom to the beast, until the
words of God should be accomplished.

“For God did put it into their hearts to do that which was in
His mind,”

God turns the hearts of the kings. He 1s sovereign and in
control.

“and to come to one mind, and to give their kingdom to the
beast, until the words of God should be accomplished.”

Make no mistake about it, God is in complete control of all of
it.

v. 18 And the woman whom you saw is the great city,
which is having a kingdom over the kings of the
earth.”

“And the woman whom you saw is the great city, which is
having a kingdom over the kings of the earth.”
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We get the following lessons from our passage:

Lesson #1: There will be an apostate religious system during
the first part of the tribulation.

Lesson #2: This religious system will exercise political power.

Lesson #3: The personalities involved do not have their names
written in the Book of Life.

Lesson #4: The purpose of the ten-nation western alliance 1s tc
make war against the Lamb.

Lesson #5: Apostate religion will be destroyed by the western
alliance under the leadership of the world leader—half-way
through the Tribulation Period.

G. K. Chesterton said this:

“Christianity has not so much been tried and found wanting,

as 1t has been found difficult and left untried.”
(source unknown)

M. Scott Peck said:

(The Road Less Traveled by M. Scott Peck)

There are many people I know who possess a vision of ...
evolution yet seem to lack the will for it. They want, and
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believe it is possible, to skip over the discipline, to find an easy
shortcut to sainthood. Often they attempt to attain it by
simply 1imitating the superficialities of saints, retiring to the
desert or taking up carpentry. Some even believe that by such
1mitation they [can actually] become saints and prophets, and
are unable to acknowledge that they are still children and face
the painful fact that they must start at the beginning and go
through the middle.

p. 7

Joe White of Camp Kanakuk fame wrote a book called
Surviving Friendship Pressure and he makes this graphic
little statement:

I didn’t think I needed Him until I realized He was all I had
left. Now He’s everything to me.
p. 118

Referring to Jesus Christ.

Father, it 1s our prayer that as we meditate on these prophetic
themes that we would not be so caught up in specifics we
forget to get the big picture. Father, help us as we see what’s
been written in our journals and magazines and papers and
we see what’s going on in the Middle East, that we would
realize we're living with a new phenomenon and that all the
eyes of the world are on the Middle East. Father, You said a
couple thousand years ago that was going to happen and now
we're here. We realize that to You a day is like a thousand
years and a thousand years like one day, so it’s just been a
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couple of days as far as You're concerned. And You're always
faithful to fulfil Your purpose and to bring full completion to
Your promises. We believe You, we have confidence in You so
we rest secure no matter how much difficulty there is in our
world. We come to You because mature love casts out fear and
we know that You have complete control, and that one of these
days soon we're going to be made completely like You for we'rée
going to see You as You are. Father, thank You that You're
still in the business of calling out people. You're still revealing
to them once they've been called that they were chosen in You
before the foundation of the world, and that they too can hear
“Well done thou good and faithful servant. Enter into the joys
I've prepared for you.” If there’s someone who’s been lingering
on the outside for so many years, they've been caught up in
religion as far as a performance 1s concerned, help them to
find the joy of saying “I do” and inviting Christ into their lives.
We love You and rejoice in the privilege of sharing with one
another. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of REVELATION:
Bible Prophecy
“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Nineteen - The Woman on the Best —
Revelation 17:1-18 NOTES

v. 1 And there came one of the seven angels who are having the
seven bowls, and he spoke with me, saying, “Come here, I will
show you the judgment of the great harlot, who is sitting on many
waters,

v. 2 with whom the kings of the earth committed acts of
immorality, and those who are dwelling on the earth were made
drunk with the wine of her immorality.”

v. 3 And he carried me away into a wilderness in spirit; and I saw
a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names,
having seven heads and ten horns.

v. 4 And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet and was
adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden
cup in her hand full of abominations and of the unclean things of
her immorality.

v. 5 And upon her forehead a name has been written, a mystery,
“Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and of the abominations
of the earth.”

v. 6 And I saw the woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and
with the blood of those who are bearing witness to Jesus. And
when I saw her, I wondered greatly.

v. 7 And the angel said to me, “Why did you wonder? I shall tell
you the mystery of the woman and of the beast who is carrying
her, who is having the seven heads and the ten horns.

v. 8 The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to be
coming up out of the abyss, and he is going into destruction. And
those who are dwelling on the earth shall wonder, whose name has
not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the
world, when they are seeing the beast, that he was and is not and
shall come.
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NOTES

v. 9 Here is the mind which is having wisdom. The seven heads are
seven mountains, where the woman is sitting upon them,

v. 10 and they are seven kings; the five fell, the one is, the other
one has not yet come; and when he comes, he must remain for a
brief time.

v. 11 And the beast who was and is not, is himself also an eighth,
and 1is out of the seven, and he is going to destruction.

v. 12 And the ten horns which you saw are ten kings, who have not
yet received a kingdom, but they will receive authority as kings
one hour with the beast.

v. 13 These are having one purpose and they are giving their
power and authority to the beast.

v. 14 These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb shall
gain the victory over them, because He is Lord of lords and King of
kings, and those who are with Him, the called and the chosen and
the faithful.”

v. 15 And he is saying to me, “The waters which you saw where the
harlot is sitting are peoples and multitudes and nations and
languages.

v. 16 And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these shall
hate the harlot and shall make her a ruin and reduce her to
nakedness, and her flesh they shall eat and they shall consume
her with fire.

v. 17 For God did put it into their hearts to do that which was in
His mind, and to come to one mind, and to give their kingdom to
the beast, until the words of God should be accomplished.

v. 18 And the woman whom you saw is the great city, which is
having a kingdom over the kings of the earth.”

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Revelation 17:1-18 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.
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2. Who are the woman and the scarlet beast in verse 3?

3. What has the woman done against the gospel, according
to verse 67

4. What 1s the interpretation of these symbols, according to
verses 9-117?

5. What do the ten horns represent, according to verse 12?

6. What will these kings do, and what will be the outcome,
according to verse 147
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7. What does God do, according to verse 177

8. Who is the woman, according to verse 18?

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?

10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: There will be an apostate religious system
during the first part of the tribulation.
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LESSON #2: The religious system will exercise political power
during the early part of the tribulation period.

LESSON #3: The personalities involved here do not have their
names written in the Book of Life.

LESSON #4: The purpose of the ten-nation western alliance is
to make war against the Lamb.

LESSON #5: The apostate religious system will be destroyed
by this western alliance under the leadership of the world
leader.

38





