
1 

A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number One – The Revelation of John – 

Revelation 1:1-20 

For decades authors have been writing books about the return 

of Christ. We continue to wait for His coming. 

Now what does all that do? 

1. That creates a CYNICAL SPIRIT, doesn’t it? It creates an 

attitude of “He ain’t coming in my lifetime so I can live and let 

live.”

2. Or it also creates a spirit of UNBELIEF. A sense of “Hey, 

this isn’t real.”

There are several things that have happened in our lifetime 

that relate to the end times. 

1. Israel is a STATE.

The nation Israel and the dealings with that nation and that 

people are a critical key to biblical prophecy and an 

understanding of all that is going to happen. 
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The second thing we need to be aware of is: 

 

2. In the end time, Israel is going to be increasingly more 

ISOLATED—and they are. 

 

3. Another big thing, as far as prophecy is concerned, is the 

INVOLVEMENT of the rest of the world. 

 

We’re affected by what’s going on. And everybody is interested 

because there’s oil over there. And we recognize that a lot of 

our future prosperity and security is dependent upon what’s 

going on in that land.  

 

God didn’t make that the center and the heart of the earth for 

anything—for any reason. He made it and He is going to fulfill 

prophecy in making it all happen right there in that place. 

 

4. What happens in Israel is going to affect our BANK 

ACCOUNT.  

 

Now let’s talk about changing our Rolexes for alarm clocks 

and our Mercedes for some Toyotas. And having to get up and 

go to work simply because some Arab states decided they’re 

going to cut off some oil and change a few things to make 

several guys file Chapter 11 and go belly-up. 

 

What happens in Israel and what happens with these nations 

over there affects all of us. And that doesn’t sound so funny 

now, because we’ve been hit and we’ve been hurt economically 
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by that. 

 

It helps us understand that we’re moving very rapidly toward 

a world-wide economy which fits perfectly into biblical 

prophecy. 

 

And then the fifth thing: 

 

5. There is an increasing involvement in SATANIC AND 

DEMONIC ACTIVITY. 

 

It’s almost hard to believe what is going on in our country as 

we begin to read. And the Bible says that there’s going to be 

an increased satanic onslaught and demonic activity. Why? 

Because his time is short. And the closer we get to the end, the 

more intensified are going to be his programs to disrupt and to 

destroy God’s ultimate sovereign purpose for the universe to 

glorify the person of Christ. 

 

Fifty thousand little babies are sacrificed on the altars of 

satanic worship in the United States of America annually.  

 

That is weird! And that’s ugly, but it’s real. And some of the 

things that are happening are just literally blowing our mind. 

Look at the line in the movie. Look at the line in the music 

that the kids are listening to. Read the magazines and look at 

our morality. We’re pushing right into his program and 

following along his line. 

 

Now that’s pretty dramatic, isn’t it?  
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But the sixth one is even bigger than that—and this was not 

even a phenomenon ten years ago—and that’s this massive: 

 

6. NEW AGE MOVEMENT.  

 

It’s the first time that the east meets the west. It’s the first 

time we now have a religion that will put the whole world 

together in one religion. And our companies are buying it. It’s 

called “stress management.” It’s called “personal meditation.” 

It’s called “take your course in miracles.”  

 

And we discover when we get involved in it, it is the mind-

expanding things of eastern religion, but it’s also mixed 

together with mind-expanding drugs, with the occult, with 

astrology, with reincarnation—and we cover it all with peace 

and love. 

 

They use crystals, they use channeling, they use out of the 

body experiences, and people are buying it like crazy. And so 

the New Age movement is going to be a vital part of our study 

because now we understand that it’s possible for the false 

prophet to have a worldwide religion that everybody’s going to 

buy, simply because it’s so attractive and it doesn’t demand 

anything. 

 

Now just those six things ought to make the prophetic 

scripture jump off the page in a fresh new way.  

 

What are we saying? God’s delay is never His denial. It only 
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means that He’s still giving people a chance.  

 

2 Peter 3:9 

 

The Lord is not willing that any should perish, but that all 

should come to repentance. 

 

Every day He allows us to continue to live, allows us to have 

another opportunity to get our hearts right with Him and to 

have a relationship with His Son Jesus Christ. 

 

Charles Colson has written a book called Against the Night 

and in it he says: 

 

(Against the Night: Living in the New Dark Ages by Charles 

Colson) 

 

“Dark age” is a strong term. I recognize that. Yet in recent 

years I've had a growing sense of storm clouds gathering on 

the horizon. Material obsession paralyzes the West and 

political repression grips the East. Scandals and scams are 

commonplace in our world. Men and women trade character 

for cash and sacrifice commitment on the altar of selfishness. 

Politicians, preachers, and professionals prey on the weak. 

Wars and rumors of wars fill our airwaves. Terrorists and 

hostages are nightly news. Nuclear weapons, plastic 

explosives, handguns, and chemical warfare fuel our fears.  

p. 9  

 

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn—we don’t like to listen to him 
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because he always seems to put his finger right on the 

problem—says: 

 

(Against the Night: Living in the New Dark Ages by Charles 

Colson) 

 

…the fight for our planet, physical and spiritual, a fight of 

cosmic proportions, is not a vague matter of the future; it has 

already started.  

p. 55  

 

And then he says: 

 

“Why are you filling your screens and your publications that 

have smiles and raised glasses?” 

(source unknown) 

 

And then he asks the question: 

 

“What is all the joy about, if in fact these are the days in 

which we’re living?” 

(source unknown) 

 

Colson goes on to say: 

 

(Against the Night: Living in the New Dark Ages by Charles 

Colson) 

 

Today’s hedonists are creatures of evolution: polyestered 

discomaniacs became yuppies snorting cocaine in the 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



7 

 

bathrooms of brass-and-fern eateries, then evolved into 

leotard-clad health freaks sipping Perrier at the helm of 

computerized exercycles, who then slumped into today’s couch 

potatoes…  

p. 57  

 

Now when we listen to some of these people talking, we kind 

of get the feeling that we’re really getting close. When we read 

the book of Revelation, we always have a PROMISE OF 

BLESSING.  

 

There’s a promise of blessing in Revelation1:3 and there’s a 

promise of blessing in Revelation 22:7. God is going to bless us 

for reading and studying the book. 

 

Now who wrote it?  

 

John is the author. John was the closest to Jesus. He was 

really loved by Him. He felt very comfortable around Him. He 

was a “Son of Thunder” originally and that dramatic temper 

was changed into an apostle of love. 

 

He wrote the Gospel of John. It’s one of the most intimate and 

personal looks at Jesus Christ. And that spoke of his past 

record as he came into humanity.  

 

He wrote First, Second and Third John to show us how to get 

along with Him. It’s fellowship with the Father through Jesus 

Christ His Son.  
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And then he writes the book of Revelation, and this book 

points to the future. It was written probably somewhere 

between 81 and 96 A.D.  

 

Domitian was the Roman emperor at the time and he exiled 

John to the isle of Patmos after he persecuted him—some say 

by boiling him in oil before he put him there on the island. 

And there on the island he received this divine revelation. 

 

Now there is only one prophetic book in the New Testament. 

That’s the book of Revelation. There are 17 prophetic books in 

the Old Testament, and we put them all together in order to 

get an understanding of what the Bible has to say about the 

future. 

 

Now the neat thing about the book of Revelation is we don’t 

have to conjure up an outline—it’s already in the Bible. Turn 

to verse 19 and look at the DIVINE OUTLINE. It’s the one 

we’re going to follow. 

 

Revelation 1:19 

 

Write therefore [this is a command to John] the things which 

you saw, [that’s point #1] and [point #2] the things which are, 

and [point #3] the things which shall take place after these 

things. 

 

Now if we were to outline that, we would say: 

 

I. “Write the things which you SAW”—and then we would 
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write the word CHRIST after it because Revelation 1:1-20 

here is a picture of Christ. That’s what he saw in this 

revelation. 

 

II. ”The things which ARE”—PRESENT—and that’s going to 

be the SEVEN CHURCHES and we’re going to look at those 

in the next 7 studies. There’s a letter to each of them. That’s 

Revelation 2:1-3:22. 

 

III. “The things which will take place AFTER THESE 

THINGS—in other words, the FUTURE. We could call it THE 

CONSUMMATION to make it a little outline—Revelation 4:1-

22:21—that’s the rest of the book. 

 

Now if we want to outline that we can say: 

 

CHRIST in point 1, 

 

CHURCHES in point 2,  

 

CONSUMMATION in point 3. 

 

Or if we want to do it another way, we can say: 

 

The PAST in point 1, 

 

The PRESENT in point 2, and 

 

The FUTURE in point 3. 
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So we kind of have a little inspired outline there in verse 19 to 

show us where we’re going. 

 

Now let’s get into the text because that’s where we’re going to 

find some insight and some understanding.  

 

v. 1 A revelation of Jesus Christ, which God (the 

Father) gave to Him to point out to His 

bondservants, the things which must shortly take 

place; and He made them known, having sent them 

by His angel to His bondservant John; 

 

“A revelation of Jesus Christ, which God (the Father) gave to 

Him to point out to His bondservants, the things which must 

shortly take place; and He made them known, having sent 

them by His angel to His bondservant John;” 

 

Notice what it says in the first phrase. It’s: 

 

“A revelation of Jesus Christ,” 

 

Now some people say, “Can we study Revelations?” No. We 

can study Revelation. It is a SINGULAR REVELATION. And 

it’s not a revelation about the future, it’s a revelation about a 

Person—Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus Christ meant everything to John and he is going to 

reveal Christ. As far as the future is concerned, all we have to 

concern ourselves about is our personal relationship to Christ 

because He’s going to be the first one we’re going to meet 
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when we die. We have no choice about that.  

 

The Bible says to be absent from the body is to be present with 

the Lord. (see 2 Corinthians 5:8) We’re going to see Him face 

to face. And the scripture makes it clear that’s going to 

happen. 

 

What we need is a revelation of Jesus Christ that not only has 

been described in the gospels where He is filled with love and 

grace and where we feel very comfortable with, thankful for 

His love and grace because that provides salvation and 

forgiveness for us. But we also need a revelation like we’re 

going to see in our passage.  

 

The liberals wouldn’t be so quick to say that God is not 

interested in the eternal destiny of a human soul if they had a 

revelation of Jesus Christ like. The difference between Christ 

in Revelation and what we see in the gospel is in the gospels 

He is a Savior offering salvation. Here He’s a judge who’s 

going to bring justice. And the picture is very, very sobering 

and very serious as we walk away from the study and see 

what John gives.  

 

The word “revelation” simply means “an uncovering.” It 

means “revealing things.” We cannot understand scripture by 

ourselves. If this is totally confusing, it indicates a spiritual 

need.  

 

The Bible says: 
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1 Corinthians 2:14 

 

The natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God; 

they are foolishness unto him… 

 

Paul writes to the Corinthians: 

 

2 Corinthians 4:4 

 

Satan has blinded their minds so that they will not believe, 

lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image 

of God, should shine unto them. 

 

And so in order to understand a revelation, the Spirit of God is 

the one who has to guide us into that truth. And may God 

speak along this line. 

 

The Old Testament points FORWARD to the coming of Christ. 

 

The New Testament RECORDS it. 

 

And Revelation reveals that He’s COMING AGAIN. 

 

So the book itself is an unveiling of the Person of Jesus Christ. 

 

Now the rest of verse 1, all it does is describe the chain of the 

revelation—how did we get a revelation of Jesus Christ? 

 

God the Father gave it to God the Son. God the Son gave it to 

an angel. And an angel came and gave it to John. And John 
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writes it down for us.  

 

That’s a basic capsule summary of verse 1. It tells us how the 

Revelation got on the page for us. 

 

Now, he says something here that is bothersome if we don’t 

understand what it says. Let’s read that one more time a little 

slowly and the phrase will naturally jump right out: 

 

“A revelation of Jesus Christ, which God (the Father) gave to 

Him to point out to His bondservants, the things which must 

shortly take place;” 

 

Some of us are thinking, “Wow! They were off 2,000 years—

“the things which must shortly take place.” If this was written 

between 81 and 96 and here we are getting ready to go today 

here pretty quickly, they were off a little.  

 

We use that term, “I’m going to see you shortly.” Or “I’ll do it 

soon.” We don’t put any parameters on it. But this says, 

“shortly take place.”  

 

Now what is meant by that? Let’s read a statement from 

Jesus’ ministry just before He went to the Cross. It was His 

last public address and it dealt with several prophetic things. 

 

Matthew 24:34 

 

Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all 

these things take place. 
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Now what did Jesus mean by that? He had just described all 

these things and He says a “generation will not pass away” 

until they see all this.  

 

Know what this really means? This means that the person 

who sees the first event is also going to live long enough to see 

the last of it because it’s going to really happen in a hurry. If 

in fact the Rapture of the church took place today, which 

starts it, we could guarantee that the rest of us are probably 

going to see it because it’s only going to be seven years until 

we get to the Kingdom. 

 

And all he’s saying here is “shortly take place,” means that 

when we see the first one we’re going to see the last one.  

 

Realize that the people who saw the star, most of them saw 

the crucifixion? Because it was only 33 years.  

 

In the fullness of time, God sent forth His Son, made of a 

woman, made under the Law to redeem them that were under 

the Law. (see Galatians 4:4) That little baby was born, lived 

33 years and died on the Cross. The first mission was 

accomplished and the parameters of 33 years of time by an 

eternal being at a strategic point in time—all of that was 

fulfilled.  

 

Over 300 prophecies during those 33 years were fulfilled 

literally. And the very same thing is going to happen with 

these for those who are looking for His coming. They’re going 
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to recognize that it’s going to “shortly take place.” It’s going to 

happen in very rapid succession—from the beginning to the 

end of it, it’s going to happen in a hurry. 

 

“and He made them known,” 

 

What did He make known?  

 

“the things which must shortly take place…having sent them 

by His angel to His bondservant John;” 

 

v. 2 who is now bearing witness to the word of God and 

to the testimony of Jesus Christ, as much as he saw.  

 

“who”—“who” refers to John. 

 

“[John] is now bearing witness to the word of God and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, as much as he saw.” 

 

John says, “What I’m doing in revealing this to you, I’m doing 

two things.” 

 

I’m revealing: 

 

1. “the word of God” and 

 

2. “to the testimony of Jesus, as much as [I] saw.” 

 

“I can only give you what I saw.”  
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Now when we see the term “the word of God,” we immediately 

think of the Bible, don’t we? And we think of “the testimony of 

Jesus” being His life and His ministry.  

 

And we can interpret it that way if we want, but can we throw 

a cog into that interpretation for just a second? John, in both 

of his letters, calls Jesus “the word.”  

 

Remember in John 1:1 he says: 

 

John 1:1 

 

In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 

 

The “Word” was the full expression of God—Jesus Christ was 

the Word. 

 

And in 1 John 1:1 he says the same thing. He is “the Word of 

life.” 

 

So we have to say here that maybe both of these things refer 

to the Person of Jesus Christ. The focus of the revelation is on 

the Person who was the “word of God” and the words that He 

spoke the “testimony” of His lips. These are the things that 

consumed John in this letter “as much as he saw.” 

 

Now if we don’t like that and we want the other one, we have 

all the freedom in the world to have the other. Jesus said 

when He was here, “the prophets and the psalms speak of 
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Me.”  

 

Yes, “the word of God” in the Old Testament spoke of Him. He 

is the promised Messiah. He is the Son of David come to rule 

and to reign and to sit upon the throne of His Father. All 

those things are true. 

 

And so if we want to use the Old Testament as the prophetic 

truth to point to Jesus—great! And then we want to take His 

ministry to verify it, we have every reason to do so. And John 

could be doing it too. 

 

The LIVING WORD is revealed in the WRITTEN WORD. 

 

The Living Word—Christ—is revealed in the written Word—

the Bible—and that’s what John is going to record here in the 

letter. 

 

Get on to verse 3. Isn’t this a great way to start?  

 

v. 3 Blessed is he who is reading and those who are 

hearing the words of this prophecy, and are paying 

attention to the things which have been written in 

it; for the time is near.  

 

“Blessed”— ever seen the word “blessed” anywhere in the 

Bible before? 

 

Jesus started His ministry with the word “blessed” in the 

Sermon on the Mount. Seven times: 
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“blessed are the poor in spirit,” 

 

“blessed are the meek.” 

 

Blessed, blessed, blessed. 

 

How did David start the Psalms? 

 

Psalm 1:1 

 

Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the 

ungodly, nor stands in the way of sinners… 

 

“Blessed is he”—do we want a blessing? Read the book of 

Revelation. Look what it says here. It tells us to do THREE 

THINGS: 

 

1. “Blessed is he who is reading and”  

 

2. “those who are hearing the words of this prophecy, and”  

 

3. “are paying attention to the things which have been 

written in it;” 

 

REASON: 

 

“for the time is near.” 

 

Okay, what are those three things? 
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1. Blessed is the guy who READS, and 

 

2. the person who HEARS, and 

 

3. the person who PAYS ATTENTION. 

 

Those are in the PRESENT TENSE. That means we ought to 

be doing this all the time. We ought to be “reading” it, we 

ought to be “hearing” it, and we ought to be “paying attention” 

to it on a daily basis. It’s a continuous process of a Christian 

life to be doing that. 

 

Now the interesting thing here is: 

 

“Blessed [are those who are] reading” is in the SINGULAR 

and 

 

“those who are hearing” is in the PLURAL. 

 

So that means John designed this letter for one individual to 

stand up to do the reading and for many people to hear it. And 

then plural, all of them “paying attention” to what they’re 

hearing. 

 

Now are we doing that? Well we’re doing it now! We’re 

starting to read it and we are hearing it. But the big question 

comes, are we “paying attention” to it? Is it starting to get us 

excited about what’s happening? 
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We start paying attention to what’s happening when we see it 

going on around us and we begin to be aware that the Bible 

describes it all. We need to be paying attention that we’re 

living in a critical time when this is real.  

 

And then he says: 

 

“for the time is near.” 

 

Now we’re taking issue aren’t we? But remember, God is an 

eternal being and in 2 Peter 3:8 it says for Him: 

 

2 Peter 3:8 

 

…a day is as a thousand years, as a thousand years is like one 

day. 

 

So for Him it’s only been a couple of days since all this started. 

He’s an eternal being. When we’re dealing with somebody who 

is not time oriented, none of this seems significant to Him. 

That we have had this much time, only every other day, 

allows us to recognize God’s a God of grace and He sure has a 

lot of patience—to wait on sinful man to get right with Him 

before He legitimately comes to condemn and to deal. 

 

Remember in Acts 1 when Jesus got ready to check out and go 

back to Glory? As He was ascending into Heaven the men 

said, “Are you going to restore the kingdom today?” And what 

did Jesus say?  
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Acts 1:7 

 

“It is not for you to know the times and the seasons…” 

 

That’s in the hands of the Father. Our responsibility is to be 

faithful, to be ready, to be alert, and to be paying attention 

because these things are going to happen and we want to be 

ready for them when they do happen! 

 

v. 4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 

Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who 

was and who is coming; and from the seven Spirits 

who are before His throne;  

 

“John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you 

and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is coming; 

and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne;” 

 

John’s just telling us he’s the writer and it’s to the “seven 

churches.” Why seven churches? Why is the number seven in 

the scripture in the first place?  

 

Naaman dipped seven times in the Jordan River. 

 

Joseph says there are going to be seven good years and seven 

bad years. 

 

Nebuchadnezzar is seven years insane. 

 

And we can go on and on.  
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They marched around Jericho seven times.  

 

There are seven petitions in the Lord ’s Prayer. 

 

There are seven beatitudes in His sermon. 

 

There are seven words that He speaks from the Cross. 

 

So there must be something significant about the number 

seven—and it is the number of COMPLETENESS.  

 

These churches will symbolize the churches. And so he picks 

seven of them, and they’re in Asia Minor and they’re very 

close to the Isle of Patmos.  

 

That church, geographically, is the closest to Patmos. And 

then just make an arch and we have the other churches on the 

line geographically around the arch. And those are the seven 

letters we’re going to look at as we’re studying together. 

 

“Grace to you and peace,”—WHY? 

 

Never reversed—We have to know God’s GRACE before we 

can know God’s PEACE. We can’t know peace until we know 

God’s grace. They’re never reversed in the scripture. 

 

Now how is God spoken of here? He says: 

 

“from Him who is…who was and who is coming;” 
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God the Father is an eternal being.  

 

Remember what he said to Moses? 

 

“I am the eternal one.” (see Leviticus 25:38) 

 

 

PAST—PRESENT—FUTURE—“I always am.” 

 

And so here again John says it of God the Father, and He “is 

coming.” 

 

Now after we read that, it also says: 

 

“and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne;” 

 

That refers to the Holy Spirit. There is a 7-FOLD MINISTRY 

of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Isaiah 11:2—We see the seven phases of the ministry of the 

Spirit. 

 

Isaiah 11:2 

 

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the 

Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord— 

 

We have God the Father, God the Spirit, and let’s get the rest 
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of the Trinity in it—there it is in verse 5. 

 

v. 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 

first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of 

the earth. To Him who is loving us, and sets us free 

from our sins by means of His blood,  

 

“and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of 

the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who 

is loving us, and sets us free from our sins by means of His 

blood,” 

 

Now let’s talk about that verse for a minute.  

 

It’s “from Jesus Christ.” There are THREE THINGS said 

about Him: 

 

1. He’s a “faithful witness.” 

 

When we talk about a “faithful witness,” what do we talk 

about? Somebody who swears to tell the truth, the whole truth 

and nothing but the truth, so help you God. And Jesus Christ 

was a “faithful witness.” He told what the Father revealed to 

Him. He was a “faithful witness.” 

 

What’s that next phrase? 

 

2. “The first-born of the dead.” 

 

By the way, that kind of puts reincarnation in bed forever 
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right there if we want to take a little shot at that particular 

point. He is the first One who has come back from the dead 

and has experienced Resurrection. 

 

What about Lazarus and some of the rest of them in the Bible? 

They had resuscitation. They lived for a period of time and 

they died. Jesus is still alive. He’s the eternal One. He broke 

the bands of death and He’s waiting to come. 

 

Why is He “the first-born”? Because there are a whole bunch 

of us who are going to follow Him one of these days. 

 

Over in 1 Corinthians 15 it says He is the “first fruits.” (see 1 

Corinthians 15:20-23) 

 

In the Jewish Festival of First Fruits, they brought the first 

sheaf of harvest in anticipation of the rest of the harvest 

coming. And they offered it as first fruit. And that tells us 

there’s a harvest to come.  

 

Jesus is the “first fruits” of the Resurrection. He’s “the first-

born.” That tells us there’s a whole bunch who are going to 

follow.  

 

And 1 Corinthians 15 says: “every person in his own order…” 

(see 1 Corinthians 15:23)  

 

He’s a “faithful witness” and He is “the first-born of the dead.” 

The third thing says He’s a: 
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3. “ruler of the kings of the earth.” 

 

Now whereas the first two are PAST, the third one is 

FUTURE. He isn’t the “ruler of the kings of the earth” right 

now, but He’s going to be when He comes. 

 

We’re going to see in Revelation 19 that “King of kings and 

Lord of lords” is His name. He’s going to rule and reign. Yes! 

 

When He was born: 

 

Isaiah 9:6, 7 

 

…the government will be upon His shoulders… 

 

Philippians 2 says: 

 

Philippians 2:9-11 

 

…every knee shall bow…and every tongue shall confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Psalm 2 describes it and prophecies it when it says: 

 

Psalm 2:4-6 

 

The One enthroned in the heavens will laugh; 

 the Lord scoffs at them. 

Then he rebukes them in his anger 

 and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
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“I have installed my King 

 on Zion, on my holy hill.” 

 

And that is Jesus Christ. 

 

Now look at the end of verse 5. Remember, John is the only 

one who stood right at the foot of the Cross with Mary and he 

watched the whole thing happen and he never got over it. 

 

“To Him who is loving us, and sets us free from our sins by 

means of His blood,” 

 

That’s in the PRESENT TENSE. Do we feel like nobody loves 

us? Nobody cares about us? Jesus does. This is present tense. 

He loves us unconditionally and He loves us right now. He 

doesn’t love anyone better than He does anyone else. He loves 

us all—totally and unconditionally. 

 

“To Him who is loving us,”—and what did He do for us? He 

“sets us free.” 

 

Maybe we’re shackled in the bondage of sin and never been set 

free.  

 

“you shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free”—

John 8:32 says. 

 

But the only way we’re going to be set free from our sins is not 

by our human performance and our good works and our 

religious activity and our sacrificial service. It’s going to be by 
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the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

Everyone ought to be able to say that the only thing God 

recognizes is the shedding of blood for the remission of sin. No 

matter our faith and background, biblically from Genesis 1 to 

Revelation, God recognized in the Old Testament the 

sacrificial blood of that little lamb. As Abraham was taking 

his son up the mountain and there wasn’t a lamb, Abraham 

turned to Isaac and he said, “God’s going to provide for 

Himself a lamb.”  

 

And when John the Baptist got Jesus in the back of the 

audience he says: 

 

John 1:29 

 

… “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world!” 

 

That Lamb made a sacrifice of Himself on Calvary’s Cross so 

that our sins were paid for and we’ve been set free.  

 

There is a fountain filled with blood 

 Drawn from Immanuel’s veins, 

And sinners plunged beneath that flood 

 Lose all their guilty stains. 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s not preached much today but the Bible is full of it as 

the only way of eternal salvation. 
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1 Peter 1:18, 19 

 

knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things 

like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from 

your forefathers, but with the precious blood, as of a lamb 

unblemished and spotless, the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 

1. He loves us.  

 

2. He set us free. 

 

v. 6 and He made us a kingdom, priests to His God and 

Father; to Him be the glory and the power forever 

and ever. Amen.  

 

And the third thing that’s said about us is: 

 

3. “He made us a kingdom,” 

 

Now we’re not kings, we’re “a kingdom.” He’s the King. 

 

“priests to His God and Father;” 

 

And he starts singing the Doxology. John does this a lot. He 

really gets touched by the book. It kind of wraps him once in a 

while. We’ll see him several times just kind of burst out. It 

brings God glory when we see him praise the Lord. 

 

“to Him be the glory and the power forever and ever.” 
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And he’s got to get in an “Amen”! It’s wonderful!  

 

The Lord is pleased with the sacrificial praise of our lips when 

we’re overwhelmed by His goodness and what He has done for 

us. 

 

If we want a verse on that priest business, 1 Peter 2:9 is the.  

 

1 Peter 2:9 

 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 

people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into 

His marvelous light. 

 

v. 7 Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye 

shall see Him, and the very ones who pierced Him; 

and all the tribes (people) of the earth shall mourn 

because of Him. So it is to be. Amen.  

 

“Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye shall see 

Him, and the ones who pierced Him; and all the tribes (and 

people) of the earth shall mourn because of Him. So it is to be. 

Amen” 

 

Okay, what’s John describing? John is describing the Second 

Coming of Jesus Christ to set up His Kingdom on the earth. 

Now that’s going to happen, we believe, in Revelation 19 after 

the Tribulation period is all passed—and we’re going to have 
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more to say on that later in the study. 

 

What does it mean when it says, “He is coming with the 

clouds”? 

 

Does that mean He’s going to come on a bad day when there’s 

lots of clouds in the sky? No, that’s not what it means.  

 

In the Bible the word “clouds” refers to people.  

 

Hebrews 12:1 

 

Seeing we’re compassed about by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

let us lay aside every weight and let us run with patience the 

race that is set before us. 

 

We’re “compassed about” with the massive crowd up in the 

stands, watching us while we run. And he calls them “clouds.” 

 

And that’s what Revelation 19 describes. We’re coming back 

with Him to set up His Kingdom. We’re the “clouds”—people 

who know Him. 

 

And it says “every eye” is going to “see Him.” That’s no big 

deal with television. Everybody’s going to cover this one. The 

networks are going to be uninterrupted. They don’t know 

much about this so they’re going to keep on broadcasting. So 

they’ll all see it.  

 

“and the very ones who pierced Him” will do it. 
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Zechariah 12:10 even predicts that: 

 

Zechariah 12:10 

 

…They will look on me, the one whom they have pierced, and 

they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child… 

 

“and all the tribes (and people) of the earth shall mourn 

because of Him. So it is to be.” 

 

Why are people going to be mourning when Jesus Christ 

comes back again to set up His Kingdom? THREE REASONS: 

 

1. They were so blind they didn’t recognize Him. 

 

2. The way they treated Him while He was here. 

 

3. They know the consequences are coming because the King 

is now King and He’s going to set the record straight and so 

they mourn because of that. 

 

We can avoid all that by being sure we’re right with God the 

Father through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

“So it is to be.”—he gets another—“Amen”—in there. We can 

tell that he’s excited. 

 

Now Jesus is talking. 
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v. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” the Lord God is 

saying, “the One who is and who was and who is 

coming, the all-powerful One.”  

 

‘“I am the Alpha and the Omega,’ the Lord God is saying, ‘the 

One who is and who was and who is coming, the all-powerful 

One.”’ 

 

What does it mean “I am the Alpha and the Omega”? Well we 

have some fraternity and sorority brothers and sisters here.  

 

What does Alpha and Omega mean? Alpha is the first letter of 

the Greek alphabet, Omega is the last. 

 

What’s Jesus saying? He’s saying, “I was there when it started 

and I’m going to be there when it’s finished. I am the 

beginning and I am the end.” 

 

And then something else is said of Him. This came from verse 

4. This is what is said of God the Father: 

 

“the One who is and who was and who is coming,” 

 

He is the eternal being, and there’s another phrase added: 

 

“the all-powerful One.” 

 

Now if we want to make a neat little study, take the “I AMs” 

of Jesus in the Gospels and tie them together with the “I AM” 

here. 
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In the Gospel of John we have SEVEN “I AMs” where Jesus 

says “I am.” Jesus says: 

 

1. “I am the bread of life.” 

 

2. “I am the light of the world.” 

 

3. “I am the door of the sheep.” 

 

4. “I am the good shepherd.” 

 

5. “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

 

6. “I am the vine.” 

 

And then He also goes on to say: 

 

7. “I am the way, the truth and the life.” 

 

And then this one: 

 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” I am the ETERNAL ONE—

the BEGINNING and the END. 

 

“the One…who is coming,” and 

 

“the all-powerful One.” 

 

Why? Because He’s saying, “Hey, I can pull this thing off. I’ve 
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got all the power at My disposal to pull off everything you’re 

going to see written in the Book.” 

 

And so one phrase is added to say, “Hey look! You’re dealing 

with someone who’s going to be able to handle all of it!” And 

He is: 

 

“the One…who is coming,” 

 

Remember Jesus is Matthew 25? The last part of that sermon 

was three parables and one of them was the parable of five 

girls who were ready for Him to come, and five who weren’t. 

And they had to run off and get oil at the last minute when He 

came and they got there too late. That tells us that if statistics 

hold true, there will be half that are ready and half that aren’t 

when He comes. There were five who were and five who 

weren’t. There were the wise and the foolish. 

 

We should become aware of the fact that this is really going to 

happen and we better be ready. The scriptures warn us to be 

alert and to be ready. 

 

v. 9 I, John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the 

tribulation and kingdom and perseverance 

(endurance) which are in Jesus, was on the island 

called Patmos, because of the word of God and the 

testimony of Jesus.  

 

“I, John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation 

and kingdom and perseverance (or endurance) which are in 
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Jesus, was on the island called Patmos, because of the word of 

God and the testimony of Jesus.” 

 

Now let’s look at those three things for a second: 

 

“I, John, your brother”—of course he doesn’t mean that he’s 

his real physical brother. He means that when we come to 

know Christ, we’re born again into God’s family and we 

become brothers and sisters. 

 

“I, John, your brother and fellow-partaker in” THREE 

THINGS: 

 

1. “the tribulation,” 

 

2. “kingdom,” and 

 

3. “perseverance.” 

 

Now that doesn’t look very pretty. What does he mean by 

“tribulation”? He simply means that every believer is going to 

suffer.  

 

Now this is a far cry from health, wealth and prosperity——

this is biblical. And this is what really happens to people when 

they become Christians. They’re going to have a rough time. 

The wheels are going to come off, the wagon’s going to turn 

over and we’re going to become more Christlike in the process. 

And out of that is going to come a ministry and God’s going to 

use us. 
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We can just plan on it. We need to teach that today. There are 

more promises in the Bible on suffering than there are on 

prosperity. And as believers we need to deal with that. 

 

And John says, “[I am a] fellow-partaker [of] tribulation.” But 

why does he use the word “kingdom” right after it? Because 

we’d go under the first shot if we didn’t have something good 

to look forward to. 

 

That’s: 

 

Romans 8:18 

 

What we have to suffer now is nothing worthy to be compared 

to the glory that is going to be revealed to us later. 

 

It’s going to get better!  

 

And it might be the COST now, but it’s going to be the 

CROWN later!  

 

It’s the GORY now and the GLORY later!  

 

It’s the SACRIFICE now and the SAVIOR in the future!  

 

We’ve got something to really look forward to.  

 

Notice, in the New Testament where we have suffering—like 

in 1 Peter—it’ll start out with suffering but it’ll end up with 
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the glory. It helps us realize where we’re pointing. 

 

But remember in 1 Peter 4 he says: 

 

1 Peter 4:12, 13 

 

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which 

is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto 

you. But rejoice inasmuch as you are partakers of Christ’s 

suffering, that [WHAT?] when His glory shall be revealed, you 

may be glad also with exceeding joy. 

 

So they tie it together. John does the same thing. He comes 

across with “tribulation,” then he says the “kingdom,” but 

then he uses the word “perseverance.” 

 

What’s that mean? That means hang in there! That means 

keep going when it’s rough! Don’t quit! 

 

And the reason he did all that, and the reason he’s on the 

Island of Patmos is in the last two phrases: 

 

“because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.” 

 

That got him into trouble. When he was teaching the Word of 

God and he was giving witness of Jesus, Domitian the Roman 

Emperor, exiled him to the isle of Patmos. 

 

Now if we’re having some need, because we’re going through 

some rough times, there’s a good book to read that’ll help with 
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this whole business of suffering and the believer. In fact this 

lady’s written two of them.  

 

Destined for Glory is the best one by Margaret Clarkson, but 

she also wrote Grace Grows Best in Winter. Listen to what she 

says: 

 

(Destined for Glory by Margaret Clarkson) 

 

 There are more promises concerning suffering in the New 

Testament than there are promises of prosperity and earthly 

well-being. God did not save us primarily to make us happy or 

healthy or prosperous, but to make us holy. Why should God’s 

people expect to escape suffering? God has told us very clearly 

that He will use the suffering that Satan has wrought through 

man’s sin to accomplish His purposes [in our lives]. 

p. 89  

 

We can expect that it’s going to happen. 

 

Ruth Harms Calkin has written a lot of little poetic pieces and 

this one’s so good: 

 

(Lord, Don't You Love Me Anymore? by Ruth Harms Calkin) 

 

O God...My God 

Though You now seem totally hidden 

I am clinging to You hopefully 

Even confidently. 

Someday, some way, You will make 
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All You are now permitting  

Blessedly clear. 

With fixed purpose, dear God 

I am determined to wait, to trust 

To rely upon Your faithfulness.  

Despite the drain and strain 

I anticipate new perspectives 

And fresh depths of insight 

Into all that is now so mysterious.  

O God, in ways unanticipated 

You are teaching me the great truth  

Of Samuel Rutherford’s words: 

“I see that grace grows best in winter.”  

Thank You, dear God 

Thank You for that! 

p. 99  

 

“I, John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation 

and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the 

island called Patmos,’ 

 

Did the suffering that John experience thwart the purpose of 

God in his life?  

 

The message got through to Patmos. And in the suffering, God 

had some purpose to get that man by himself so he could give 

the divine revelation. 

 

What about the apostle Paul? Did the fact that Paul was put 

into prison stop the message of the Gospel going out? Does he 
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have a little pity party there in the cell in Rome? Listen to 

this: 

 

Philippians 1:12-14 

 

Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances 

have turned out for the greater progress of the gospel, so that 

my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well-

known throughout the whole praetorian guard and to 

everyone else, and that most of the brethren, trusting in the 

Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to 

speak the word of God without fear. 

 

There’s a man that’s relating to his circumstances. He says, “I 

want to tell you, I got put in prison. I’m getting chained to the 

Green Beret and these guards—these chosen ones—here in 

the city of Rome and I’m leading them to Christ.” 

 

They’re not chained to Paul for six hours on duty without 

hearing the Gospel. He has a captive audience and he’s 

leading these guys to the Lord! It’s fabulous what God’s doing 

while Paul is in prison. 

 

What about Jesus? God’s purpose was to bring His Son into 

the world because He loved us. Man thought he did his best 

when he nailed Him to the Cross and killed Him. Though they 

finished it all, but out of the wreckage of the Cross of Calvary 

and the shed blood of that Lamb, God purchased our 

redemption for all eternity. 
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If we’re going through a rough time and we don’t understand 

it and we can’t figure it all out, God has some purpose from it. 

And if we’ll just wait and we’ll be patient, we’ll hang in there 

and persevere, we’re going to discover what that purpose is 

and God is going to really begin to use us. 

 

 

Chuck Colson has forged out of his conversion an 

international ministry to prisons. Joni Eareckson Tada, as a 

senior in high school with everything to live for, became a 

quadriplegic. And in that wheelchair she has touched the 

world for Jesus Christ.  

 

God has a way of taking the fragmented pieces of our lives and 

He’s able to put them together into something beautiful if 

we’ll allow Him to work. He is the Master Potter. He can take 

those broken pieces and He can make them into a vessel that’s 

beautiful and honorable to His glory, if we’ll swallow our pride 

and let Him do it. 

 

John sees all that and he recognizes it. 

 

v. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard 

behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet,  

 

“I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a 

loud voice like the sound of a trumpet,” 

 

What does it mean, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day”? 
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There are two or three things. First of all, “the Lord’s day” is 

never used in the Bible to refer to Sunday. Sunday’s always 

called the “first day of the week.” 

 

“The Lord’s day” is really “the Day of the Lord.”  

 

John, “in the Spirit,” is as a prophet swept into eternity future 

so he can see “the Lord’s day.” And so he’s getting ready to 

prophesy as to what he saw, as far as the future’s concerned, 

on that day of the Lord that we’re going to see in all these 

chapters that are coming. 

 

So “in the Spirit” he was caught this way. 

 

Ezekiel did the same thing as a prophet. He was swept away 

by the Spirit. 

 

Remember Paul? He was caught up to the third heaven. He 

didn’t know whether he was in the body or out of the body. It 

didn’t make any difference, but he saw and heard things that 

he couldn’t even record. That’s the picture. 

 

The Bible says in Isaiah 14 that Satan will be like the most 

high God. 

 

What’s happening all across the United States of America 

today? We have people in the New Age movement who are 

doing exactly this very same thing and Satan is involved in it.  

 

Want to read a good book. Randall Bar describes what 
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happens when a New Age teacher becomes a person caught by 

the unholy spirit and he begins to become a vehicle to 

communicate. We almost feel like it’s exactly what we’ve just 

described here. Satan is counterfeiting it. Listen to what he 

records: 

 

(Inside the New Age Nightmare by Randall N. Baer) 

 

 On stage, the medium goes into a trance and often 

twitches involuntarily as the spirit takes over the body and 

the medium relinquishes control. In many cases, virtually a 

total change of posture, overall demeanor, voice tone, speech 

style, and general bearing occurs as the spirit’s presence 

manifests itself through the medium’s body. Often there is a 

perceptible tingling, buzzing, electric sensations and high-

pitched ear ringing experienced by many in attendance as the 

spirit starts to assert its powers of subliminal persuasion and 

hypnotic charms. 

 The audience is spellbound as the veil between heaven 

and Earth ostensibly is parted, and the gods from above are 

about to impart their celestial dewdrops to the elite privileged 

in attendance. Using an almost invariably highly dramatic, 

glib style, the spirit proceeds to dispense exalted 

proclamations and predictions, sometimes accompanied by 

miracles … 

 While the disguised demon is seeding an outpouring of 

New Age thoughts into peoples’ minds, there is much more 

going on than meets the eye… 

 This is exactly the case. Through speech cadence, 

orchestrated body and hand movement, voice inflections, and 
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invisible demonic powers that fill the room, the spirit weaves 

a hypnotic web of rainbow-gilded infiltration.  

pp. 103-4  

 

Now, if that was just one that’d be alright. Talk to Shirley 

MacLaine while she’s sitting there in her hot tub. She has an 

out-of-the-body experience and she begins to describe all of 

these things that she slowly “became the water” and all of 

these messages came.  

 

And then there’s another form of channeling that’s taking 

place and it’s called automatic writing. This is what really 

makes us realize John is not weird. Automatically he begins to 

write what the Spirit of God says, not what an unholy spirit 

says. 

 

Ruth Montgomery wrote the bible for the New Age. Listen to 

what is recorded of her: 

 

(Inside the New Age Nightmare by Randall N. Baer) 

 

[She was] a highly influential Washington syndicated 

columnist, [she] quit her prestigious job when a council of 

spirits started to write voluminously via automatic writing 

through her. She has written numerous landmark books in 

this way, and is known to many as “The Herald of the New 

Age.” 

p. 117  

 

Now, if we don’t want to believe that John really had a 
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spiritual experience and that he can write, then go look at the 

New Agers because they’re doing it. Satan is duplicating it. 

Simply, anything God does, Satan delights to counterfeit it 

and it’s happening all around us. 

 

John did write—John did see! And what he sees is going to 

happen.  

 

“In was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me 

a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet.” 

 

Well, we understand that voice is the voice of Jesus Christ, as 

we’re going to see here in just a second as he’s sensitive to it. 

 

And the voice says: 

 

v. 11 saying, “Write in a book that which you are seeing, 

and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and 

to Smyrna and to Pergamos and to Thyatira and to 

Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”  

 

“‘Write in a book that which you are seeing, and send it to the 

seven churches: to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to 

Thyatira, to Sardis, to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”’ 

 

v. 12 And I turned around to be seeing the voice that 

was speaking with me. And having turned I saw 

seven golden lampstands;  

 

“And I turned around to be seeing the voice that was speaking 
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with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands;” 

 

What are those “seven…lampstands”?  

 

Well, when we get down to verse 20 it’ll tell us what it is. 

Whenever we have a symbol like that, the Bible tells us its 

own interpretation so we’ll see it in a minute. The 

“seven…lampstands” are the seven churches.  

 

Why is the church called a “lampstand”? Because in Matthew 

5:16 Jesus said: 

 

Matthew 5:16 

 

Let your light so shine before men that they may see your 

good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 

We’re supposed to be lights in a dark world. 

 

v. 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son 

of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and 

girded across His breasts with a golden belt.  

 

“and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man,”—

why does he say “one like a son of man”? 

 

Jesus called Himself the “son of man.” Why does he say “one 

like the son of man”? Because he ain’t seen Jesus like this 

before. What he’s getting ready to see is not what he saw 

when Jesus was here during those years of public ministry. 
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This is a dramatic life-changing, earth-shaking revelation of 

Jesus Christ, the coming Judge. And he sees Him as God! 

 

Now there are NINE THINGS that he uses to describe this 

vision he has of Jesus, and we’ll just hit it quick. 

 

First of all, He was a man: 

 

1. “clothed in a robe reaching to the feet”—of course that’s 

the robe of the priest. 

 

2. “and [He’s] girded across His breasts with a golden belt.” 

 

In Ephesians 6 the belt was the belt of truth. (see Ephesians 

6:14) The golden belt across his breast instead of around his 

waist speaks of STRENGTH. He is the All-powerful One. 

 

v. 14 And His head and His hair were as white as wool, 

white as snow; and His eyes were like a flame of 

fire;  

 

3. “And His head and His hair were as white as wool, white 

as snow;” 

 

4. “and His eyes were like a flame of fire;” 

 

White always speaks of PURITY, but we could also say He’s 

the Eternal One. He’s the Ancient of Days according to Daniel 

7. (see Daniel 7:9) 
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“His eyes were like a flame of fire;” 

 

What does that mean? He had PENETRATING INSIGHT. 

 

Talk to the woman at the well when she comes to Jesus.? “No, 

you’re not married. You’ve been married five times and the 

guy you’re living with is not your husband.” 

 

That’s penetrating insight. 

 

In 1 Corinthians 3, remember the wood, hay and the stubble is 

burnt up? As Jesus looks at it, it’s burnt up—all those things 

in our lives that are of the flesh instead of the Spirit. 

 

Hebrews 4:13 

 

…all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him with whom 

we have to do. 

 

He knows it all. He sees it. 

 

Proverbs 15:3 

 

The eyes of the Lord are in every place, observing the evil and 

the good. 

 

He sees it all. 

 

2 Chronicles 16:9 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



50 

 

 

The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole 

earth to show Himself strong in the behalf of those whose 

hearts are right before Him. 

 

v. 15 and His feet were like fine brass, when it has been 

red-hot in a furnace, and His voice was like a sound 

of many waters.  

 

5. “and His feet were like fine brass, when it has been red-

hot in a furnace,” 

 

“Brass” always speaks of judgment.  

 

He is trampling out the vintage  

where the grapes of wrath are stored. 

(source unknown) 

 

He is the coming Judge. 

 

6. “and His voice was like a sound of many waters.” 

 

That means it roars! 

 

“Lazarus, come forth,” 

 

“Let there be light and there was light.” 

 

That’s the voice of Jesus Christ.  
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And the next thing that’s said about him: 

 

v. 16 And having in His right hand seven stars; and 

coming out of His mouth a sharp two-edged sword; 

and His face was like the sun shining in its 

strength.  

 

7. “And having in His right hand seven stars;” 

 

Now those “seven stars” are the “messengers of the seven 

churches.” That will be right there in verse 20 when we wrap 

this up in just a second. 

 

8. “and coming out of His mouth a sharp two-edged sword;” 

 

What does the Bible say about itself?  

 

Hebrews 4:12 

 

The word of God is quick and powerful and sharper than any 

two-edged sword, piercing even the dividing asunder of soul 

and spirit… 

 

When the Word of God teaches, it cuts. And out of His mouth 

comes the Word of God. 

 

In John 12 Jesus said: 

 

John 12:48 
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He that rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, that one 

thing will judge him; the word that I have spoken will judge 

him. 

 

And the ninth thing, and the final thing is: 

 

9. “and His face was like the sun shining in its strength.” 

 

Was He radiant? Talk to Paul on the Damascus Road—he was 

blind as a result of what he had seen. 

 

v. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead 

man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, 

“Stop fearing; I am the first and the last,  

 

“And when I saw Him,”—what’d John do? 

 

“I leaned back on His breast and said, ‘Lord I really love You.’” 

Is that what happened?  

 

“And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And 

He laid His right hand upon me, saying, ‘Stop fearing; I am 

the first and the last,” 

 

It was overwhelming what he saw, of what we’re going to 

experience when we walk in His presence. 

 

Hebrews 10:31 

 

It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
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We can be proud, we can be independent, we can be arrogant, 

we can live our lives selfishly thinking we’re going to get away 

with it but we’re not. The opera ain’t over until the fat lady 

sings—and we’re going to step into God’s presence and we’re 

going to face the record of our life and what we did with Jesus 

Christ. 

 

“He laid His hand upon me, saying, ‘Stop fearing; for I am the 

first and the last,” 

 

Why doesn’t he need to fear? Because he’s got a right 

relationship with God.  

 

In 1 John he writes: 

 

1 John 3:3 

 

Everyone who has this hope, purifies himself, even as He is 

pure. 

 

He’s concerned about the cleanness of his life.  

 

Paul says: 

 

2 Corinthians 7:1 

 

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us 

cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and 

let’s be those who walk in holiness before God. 
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Gail MacDonald in Keep Climbing tells the cutest story about 

a little kid who was in the choir: 

 

(Keep Climbing by Gail MacDonald) 

 

 I’ll never forget the Sunday morning when the preschool 

choir sang in the worship service. There must have been fifty 

children standing up in front of hundreds of people. 

Immediately after the final note of the song ended, a little 

cherub raised her hand and shouted, “I made a mistake, Mrs. 

Manganello.” The congregation, as you [can] imagine, 

[literally] roared. 

 But here was a child who wanted to get something fixed 

with her teacher right away so she would not have to carry the 

memory of the error around with her. The power of her 

vulnerability, while amusing, made a strong impression upon 

all of us sitting there that day. Lord, I prayed, make me 

transparent like [a little] child. 

p. 208  

 

John, don’t fear. “It’s alright. Your relationship with Me is 

going to carry you through.” 

 

And in verse 18 he says: 

 

v. 18 and the living One; and I became dead, and 

behold, I am living forever and forever, and I am 

having the keys of death and of Hades.  
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“and the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am 

living forever and forever, and I have the keys of death and of 

Hades.” 

 

What does that mean? That means he has the authority over 

death—physical death—because he gained it. And he also has 

the authority over Hades—the place of the departed dead. He 

determines where they go. 

 

In his book called A Tearful Celebration James Means 

describes the death of his wife in this way: 

 

(A Tearful Celebration by James Means) 

 

 In the midst of my most shattering defeat, I feel the 

unconquerable hand of the Spirit of victory eternal. I hear the 

drumbeat of the Master Drummer. I see the triumphal arch 

and the coming of the King. 

 I have felt the anguished torture of a collapsing life. I 

have wiped the feverish brow, dressed the open sores of 

cancer, and held in my arms the lifeless body of my loved one, 

my wife. Having done all this with the defiant faith of a 

soldier of the cross, I testify that the grace of God is sufficient. 

I turn now to the uncertainty of the future. What new 

experience will try my faith and trouble my soul? God only 

knows, but He who knows, [He] ordains and [He] sustains. 

p. 106  

 

We can’t make those kinds of statements of victory if we don’t 

know a living Lord Jesus Christ who’s gained the victory over 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



56 

 

death. 

 

Now verse 19 is our INSPIRED OUTLINE and verse 20 gives 

us the interpretation of the two things that we gave earlier. 

 

v. 19 Write therefore the things which you saw, and the 

things which are, and the things which shall take 

place after these things.  

 

“Write therefore the things which you saw, and the things 

which are, and the things which shall take place after these 

things.” 

 

v. 20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in 

My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: 

the seven stars are the messengers of the seven 

churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven 

churches.”  

 

“The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right 

hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are 

the messengers of the seven churches, and the seven 

lampstands are the seven churches.”’ 

 

Now what lessons did we get out of that?  

 

Lesson #1: John is revealing to us “the things which must 

shortly take place.” 

 

Lesson #2: There is a blessing for “reading,” “hearing,” and 
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“paying attention.” 

 

Lesson #3: Jesus Christ is coming again. 

 

Lesson #4: John’s exile to the island of Patmos proved to be a 

part of God’s program. 

 

Lesson #5: The Lord is seen as priest and judge in His 

relationship to the church. 

 

Lesson #6: Jesus Christ has the keys of death and of Hades. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number One – Revelation 1:1-20   NOTES 

 
v. 1 A revelation of Jesus Christ, which God (the Father) gave to 

Him to point out to His bondservants, the things which must 

shortly take place; and He made them known, having sent them by 

His angel to His bondservant John; 

v. 2 who is now bearing witness to the word of God and to the 

testimony of Jesus Christ, as much as he saw. 

v. 3 Blessed is he who is reading and those who are hearing the 

words of this prophecy, and are paying attention to the things 

which have been written in it; for the time is near. 

v. 4 John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace to you 

and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is coming; and 

from the seven Spirits who are before His throne; 

v. 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of 

the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who is 

loving us, and sets us free from our sins by means of His blood, 

v. 6 and He made us a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to 

Him be the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. 

v. 7 Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye shall see 

Him, and the very ones who pierced Him; and all the tribes 

(people) of the earth shall mourn because of Him. So it is to be. 

Amen.  

v. 8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” the Lord God is saying, “the 

One who is and who was and who is coming, the all-powerful One.” 

v. 9 I, John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation 

and kingdom and perseverance (endurance) which are in Jesus, 

was on the island called Patmos, because of the word of God and 

the testimony of Jesus. 

v. 10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a 

loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, 
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            NOTES 
v. 11 saying, “Write in a book that which you are seeing, and send 

it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to 

Pergamos and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and 

to Laodicea.” 

v. 12 And I turned around to be seeing the voice that was speaking 

with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 

v. 13 and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, 

clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His 

breasts with a golden belt. 

v. 14 And His head and His hair were as white as wool, white as 

snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire; 

v. 15 and His feet were like fine brass, when it has been red-hot in 

a furnace, and His voice was like a sound of many waters. 

v. 16 And having in His right hand seven stars; and coming out of 

His mouth a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun 

shining in its strength. 

v. 17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And 

He laid His right hand upon me, saying, “Stop fearing; I am the 

first and the last, 

v. 18 and the living One; and I became dead, and behold, I am 

living forever and forever, and I am having the keys of death and 

of Hades. 

v. 19 Write therefore the things which you saw, and the things 

which are, and the things which shall take place after these 

things. 

v. 20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right 

hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the 

messengers of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are 

the seven churches.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 1:1-20 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 
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2. What is the purpose for writing this book, according to  

verse 1? 

 

 

 

 

3. Who are those who are blessed, according to verse 3? 

 

 

 

 

4. Describe the person and work of Jesus Christ in verses 5  

& 6. 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the promise that is stated in verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

6. Why was John exiled to the isle of Patmos, according to 

verse 9? 
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7. Who is the person that John beholds in verses 12-16? 

 

 

 

 

8. What is John to write about, according to verse 19? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: John is revealing to us “the things which must 

shortly take place.” 
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LESSON #2: There is a blessing for “those who are reading 

and those who are hearing, and those who are paying 

attention” to this prophecy. 

 

LESSON #3: Jesus Christ is coming again. 

 

LESSON #4: John’s exile to the island of Patmos proved to be 

a part of God’s program in the giving of the revelation. 

 

LESSON #5: The Lord is seen as priest and judge in His 

relationship to the church. 

 

LESSON #6: Jesus Christ has the keys of death and of Hades. 
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