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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Twenty – The Fall of Babylon – 

Revelation 18:1-24 

 

 

We’re facing times that are uncertain ahead of us. The joy of 

biblical prophecy is we know who’s in control. And we know 

ultimately whose purpose is going to be fulfilled. 

 

In Genesis 3:15 God said a seed was going to come. And in 

Genesis 12 he chose Abraham and that seed was going to 

come through that nation. Then the children of Israel kind of 

revolted against God’s kingship or leadership in their lives. 

They wanted to be like everybody else and have their own 

king.  

 

So SAUL became their first, 

 

DAVID their second, and 

 

SOLOMON their third. 

 

And then we have the kingdom divided and we have kings in 

the north and kings in the south.  
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God does have a Kingdom: 

 

it’s a Kingdom of LIGHT, 

 

it’s a SPIRITUAL Kingdom, 

 

it’s a HEAVENLY Kingdom. 

 

But Satan also has a kingdom: 

 

it’s a kingdom of DARKNESS, 

 

it’s a kingdom of MATERIALISM, and 

 

it’s a WORLDLY kingdom. 

 

God’s Kingdom is an ETERNAL KINGDOM. 

 

Satan’s kingdom is a TEMPORARY one. 

 

In Matthew 4 when Satan offered Christ the kingdoms of this 

world and the glory of them, he had a right to do that because 

he is the god of this world at the present time. 

 

In the Tribulation Period Satan’s whole purpose is to give one 

final shot at his kingdom, and that’s what he’s trying to do in 

all of the adversity that’s described in these chapters—from 

chapter 6 to chapter 19. 

 

Now where are we? Well we start with the RAPTURE of the 
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church. If that happens, that’s the next event on the schedule. 

 

Following that is the seven year period of TRIBULATION. 

There has to be the breaking of a seal, the blowing of a 

trumpet or the pouring out of a bowl in order to have progress 

to the period. 

 

Now in chapter 14 we saw some little snapshots of that period 

and the end of it in the BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON.  

 

Chapters 15 and 16 we saw the POURING OUT OF THE 

BOWLS, which is the end of the period. 

 

In our last study we talked about the FALL OF BABYLON. 

Babylon is just south of Baghdad in Iraq and there are those 

who are rebuilding ancient Babylon. And the focus was on the 

RELIGIOUS ASPECTS of this satanic kingdom—Babylon 

being the citadel. 

 

And New Age teaching all found much of its orientation from 

ancient Babylon. Over 30 of the teachings of the New Age 

today come out of ancient Babylon. Astrology, the occult, the 

crystal ball, the channeling, the reincarnation—all of these 

things come out of ancient Babylon. 

 

What we noticed was that there is a worldwide religion that is 

hooked up politically to all the nations of the world for the 

first 3 1/2 years of the Tribulation. But then the world leader 

with the western alliance of 10 nations destroys this apostate 

religious system that’s going on here on the earth. 
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When that is destroyed, the world leader takes it as an 

opportunity to put up an image to himself in the Holy of holies 

and everybody is required to worship that image of the world 

leader. And that’s basically the religion of the last 3 1/2 year 

period before Christ comes. 

 

Now, if that is Satan’s kingdom, that we worship the world 

leader—just like we bow and worship the Person of Christ, the 

true Messiah—what is going to happen to the material aspects 

of it? What’s going to happen to the governmental part of it? 

What’s going to happen to the economy? What is it going to be 

like to live during those last 3 1/2 years of the Tribulation and 

to have this world leader controlling everything—currency, 

economy, and all of the increments of government? What will 

it be like?  

 

That’s what we’re focusing on in this study. It is the FALL OF 

POLITICAL BABYLON.  

 

Chapter 17 is the FALL OF RELIGIOUS BABYLON. The 

focus is on MATERIAL THINGS, on the POLITICAL 

ASPECTS of it. 

 

Now with that in mind then, let’s just pick up in our verses 

and see what happens to Satan’s kingdom. 

 

 v. 1 After these things I saw another angel coming 

down out of heaven, having great authority. And 

the earth was illuminated by his glory. 
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“After these things I saw another angel coming down out of 

heaven, having great authority. And the earth was 

illuminated by his glory.” 

 

Now what does that mean?  

 

“After these things” means after the pouring out of those 

bowls. This is at the end of the Tribulation Period that we’re 

talking about.  

 

Now in our next study Christ comes back again. The Battle of 

Armageddon ensues and we’re ready to set up the Kingdom. 

So we get to see in our study the Second Coming of Christ. So 

we’re right there in what’s being described in this chapter. 

 

Now notice this angel comes down and he comes “out of 

heaven” and there are TWO THINGS about him that are 

notable: 

 

1. he’s “having great authority” and 

 

2. “the earth was illuminated by his glory.” 

 

There’s one common denominator of people who spend time in 

the presence of God, and that is they just have a special glow 

about them. It is a radiance that is there because they spend 

time in the presence of the Lord. 

 

Moses, after spending those days on the mountain with God, 
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comes down and his face just glows from the experience of 

being in God’s presence. He even wore a veil over his face so 

that people wouldn’t see the radiance beginning to pass away. 

 

Second Corinthians 3:18 say: 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 

 

We all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of 

the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from 

glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit. 

 

Now we can understand why Jesus could say in: 

 

Matthew 5:16 

 

“Let your light shine before men that they may see your good 

works and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

 

There should be a radiance, and there is a radiance—we can 

go so far as to say that—of a person who’s spending time in 

the presence of the Lord. 

 

But why are there so many Christians that look like a blown-

out jack-o-lantern? That looks like Ichabod, the glory of the 

Lord has departed?  

 

They’re so sad and they’re a poor advertisement, simply 

because they botched up their priorities and they haven’t 

spent time with the Lord.  
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When we miss a day, the lights do go out and we have botched 

up priorities. If we have every place to go and things to do and 

we haven’t organized ourselves to have time with the Lord, 

then we deserve it. And the people who are spending time 

with the Lord have that sense of peace, that sense of control, 

that sense of radiance that God’s at work and He’s directing 

our steps as we walk with Him. 

 

“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” (ref. 

Galatians 6:7) 

 

We are to be lights to a dark world, and this angel radiates 

the glory of being in the presence of the Lord. 

 

v. 2 And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, “It 

has fallen, it has fallen, Babylon the Great! And it 

has become a dwelling place of demons and a 

hangout of every unclean spirit and a hangout of 

every unclean and loathsome bird.  

 

“And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, ‘It has fallen, it 

has fallen, Babylon the Great! And it has become a dwelling 

place of demons and a hangout of every unclean spirit and a 

hangout of every unclean and loathsome bird.” 

 

Now because of what we’ve learned, we know that it’s the 

“place of demons.” We know that Babylon is the citadel of the 

satanic kingdom and it’s “a hangout of every unclean spirit.” 

But why does it say that it’s “a hangout of every unclean and 
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loathsome bird”? 

 

Well birds in most of Christ’s parables refer to satanic 

activity. Want an illustration? 

 

Remember when He told the parable of the sower and the seed 

in Matthew 13? And Jesus is the one who’s sowing the seed of 

the Word of God. We read this in verse 4: 

 

Matthew 13:4 

 

and as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road and the birds 

came and devoured them up. 

 

And then down in verse 19 he interprets what that means. As 

Jesus is talking to the disciples: 

 

Matthew 13:19 

 

“When one hears the word of the kingdom, and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has 

been sown in his heart. This is the one upon whose seed was 

sown beside the road. 

 

There are some people whose hearts are so hard that when 

they sow the seed of the Word of God it just lays there. And as 

soon as they get up and go out of the meeting, they forget 

everything they were taught because Satan immediately 

comes down to this hardened heart, snatches away the seed 

before it has the time to germinate and to do anything 
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significant in the life of an individual. 

 

And so these “loathsome birds” are only a picture of the citadel 

of Satan and birds in the parable often refer to demonic 

activity. 

 

Look at verse 3. 

 

v. 3 Because all the nations have drunk of the wine of 

the passion of her immorality, and the kings of the 

earth have committed acts of immorality with her, 

and the merchants of the earth as a result of her 

power and luxury became wealthy.”  

 

“Because all the nations have drunk of the wine of the passion 

of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed 

acts of immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth as 

a result of her power and luxury became wealthy.”’ 

 

What do we have? Well if we took Iraq today and mixed a 

little oil in there, we know that people are getting rich by their 

association with Babylon. They, because of their joining 

together in all of these economic efforts, are benefiting 

materially from those things.  

 

And so the picture is “all the nations have drunk the wine of 

the passion of her immorality.” Why are all the nations of the 

world surrounding Iraq in the Gulf? Because everybody’s got 

interest there in the oil that is there. And they’re concerned 

that it continues to flow. 
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“and the kings of the earth have committed acts of immorality 

with her”—gone along with the whole system—“and the 

merchants of the earth as a result of her power and luxury 

became wealthy.” 

 

Babylon is intoxicating. Materialism is intoxicating. We can 

have a real temptation to settle for material things rather 

than spiritual things. 

 

How many Christians would be disqualified from serving the 

Lord if the Lord reached down and said, “You’re driving under 

the influence of materialism. You’re driving under the 

influence of this world system.” 

 

But the image, the vision, we have is just here and now and 

that’s only going to rot and decay. And we’re going to have to 

leave it all behind and look at what we’ve lived for. We’re 

driving under the influence of those things. 

 

And the Lord makes it clear that that offends Him. In James 

4:4 he says: 

 

James 4:4 

 

You’re adulteresses…when friendship with the world is 

enmity toward God. 

 

And 1 John 2:15 says: 
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1 John 2:15 

 

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. 

 

Colossians 3:2 says: 

 

Colossians 3:2 

 

Set your affections on things above, not on things here on the 

earth… 

 

And they’ve gotten all caught up in these things and as a 

result of that have lived only for the here and now.  

 

v. 4 And I heard another voice out of heaven, saying, 

“Come out of her, my people, in order that you may 

not participate in her sins and in order that you 

may not receive of her plagues;  

 

“And I heard another voice out of heaven, saying, ‘Come out of 

her, my people, in order that you may not participate in her 

sins and in order that you may not receive of her plagues;” 

 

The COMMAND is: 

 

“Come out.” 

 

The PURPOSE CLAUSES are two: 

 

1. “in order that you may not participate in her sins” and 
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2. “in order that you may not receive of her plagues.” 

 

Now the scripture to us as believers also commands 

separation in this regard, as far as priorities are concerned. 

 

Second Corinthians 6:17 and 18 is very graphic along that 

line: 

 

2 Corinthians 6:17, 18  

 

“Therefore, come out of their midst and be separate, says the 

Lord. And do not touch the unclean thing; and I will welcome 

you and will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and 

daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 

 

Living just for material things—for the here and now—is 

graphically illustrated in the life of Lot. Lot was Abraham’s 

nephew. They came back from Egypt with a lot of wealth and 

a lot of livestock. It was a good trip south for them from a 

material point of view. But as soon as they got back to the 

land of Canaan, the argument was set up between the ranch 

hands of Abraham and the ranch hands of Lot and they were 

fighting over pasture land. 

 

Abraham, being the oldest and the uncle, turned to young Lot 

and he said, “Let’s don’t have any strife. You take whatever 

you want and I’ll take what’s left.” Well Lot was just selfish 

enough to know that you do it to others before they do it to you 

and he put the binoculars on the well-watered plains of 
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Jordan and he said, “That’s my bag down there—the richest 

most fertile part of the whole deal.” 

 

Well he’s living in tents when he goes down there but Mrs. Lot 

can’t stand living in tents and so they hire an architect and 

build a home in Sodom or Gomorrah—one of the two cities—

and they settle down and he gets on the city council. He’s one 

of the main leaders in the city.  

 

Then all of a sudden there are angelic messengers that come 

to town to say the time is over. Of course the cities were 

famous for homosexuality and God was going to take care of 

that with fire and brimstone that was going to literally wipe 

out the two cities. And He comes in angelic messengers and 

tells Lot to leave. And it says Lot goes to his future sons-in-

law and they think he’s joking and he ends up with his wife 

and two daughters—basically—and the angels are literally 

taking them by the hand out of everything they’ve lived for. 

And they are told to flee and depart! And of course it was very 

painful for them to leave. 

 

And Mrs. Lot really couldn’t. She had to turn and look back 

and instantaneously became petrified on the plain—there she 

sat as a pillar of salt. (see Genesis 19:12-17) 

 

Micah 2:10 

 

“Up! Be gone! This is no more your hand and home, for you 

have filled it with sin and it will vomit you out.” 
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The scripture is strong about our botched-up priorities. And 

there is a temptation for us to compromise and to settle down 

in the comforts of the here and now rather than look forward 

with great anticipation of what is coming hereafter. 

 

v. 5 for her sins have piled up so that they touch the 

heaven, and God remembered her iniquities.  

 

“for her sins have piled up so that they touch the heaven, and 

God remembered her iniquities.” 

 

Now is that a graphic way to describe what God’s going to do? 

Does that kind of fit the story of Babylon? What did Babylon 

try to do in its initial history? It tried to build the tower that 

touched heaven. Now God comes along in the judgment and 

says, “I want to tell you something. Your sins just touched 

heaven.” 

 

That word is very interesting. It’s the word for “glued.” It’s the 

word for “welding together” like a pile of bricks. It’s like each 

sin is another brick on the pile. And the sins have gotten so 

high that they finally touched heaven and the ultimate divine 

judgment is inescapable. 

 

How should we escape if we neglect so great salvation? We 

won’t. 

 

And the big question is, when did that take place? At a 

particular time—they had many opportunities—but at a 

particular time there was that last act that led to divine 
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judgment. 

 

Let’s talk from a little comfort zone nationally. When is the 

last sin of the United States of America going to touch heaven 

and call God’s judgment? 

 

When’s the last baby going to be aborted and God says, “That’s 

it!” and the axe falls.  

 

It goes along for so long that we kind of get seduced into 

thinking we’re getting away with it. The only thing Satan has 

on his side is time. We just go along and we think we’re 

getting away with it and we’re slipping all the time, closer and 

closer to the end. We’re getting older and older. And we’re 

getting closer and closer to the time when all of a sudden 

BOOM! It’s over—we’re going to go over. 

 

How long do we have nationally? But more than that, how 

long do we have as an individual? How far have our sins piled 

up?  

 

Now granted, we say, “I’m a Christian.” That’s right. We may 

be a believer too, but if we’re living in disobedience and sin as 

a believer we also are living with a short fuse, because 1 

Corinthians 11 says: “Let a man examine himself and so let 

him eat…” (ref. 11:28) 

 

And when we know better and we don’t do it, our sins are 

piling up! And the Lord’s saying, “You know the time’s coming 

friend when I’m going to turn out the lights and the party’s 
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over and you’re coming to the house! I’m going to blow the 

whistle! The game is through! You’ve done your thing and 

you’ve had plenty of opportunities to respond and to be used, 

but as a result of disobedience in your life and botched up 

priorities, it’s time to just quit this game and for you to come 

on to the house.” 

 

Those are the kind of pictures we need to see and understand.  

 

v. 6 Render to her as she herself also rendered to 

others, and pay back double according to her 

works. In the cup which she mixed, mix for her 

double.  

 

“Render to her as she herself also rendered to others, and pay 

back double according to her works. In the cup which she 

mixed, mix for her double.” 

 

Now the normal law of God is retribution: 

 

Galatians 6:7 

 

…whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

 

In 2 Corinthians 9, when he’s talking about giving of financial 

things, he says to the people in Corinth: “He who sows 

sparingly shall reap also sparingly, and he who sows 

bountifully shall reap also bountifully.” (ref. 9:6) 

 

So it’s the law of the harvest that’s described here. But 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



17 

 

because of the enormity of the sin of Babylon, they are going 

to get a double dose according to the Lord. 

 

Obadiah 15 

 

“The day of the Lord is near for all nations. As you have done, 

it will be done to you; your deeds will return upon your own 

head. 

 

That’s the picture. 

 

v. 7 To the degree that she glorified herself and lived 

luxuriously, to the same degree give to her torment 

and sorrow; because in her heart she is saying, ‘I 

am enthroned as a queen, and I am not a widow; I 

shall positively not see sorrow.’  

 

“To the degree that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, 

to the same degree give to her torment and sorrow;”—

REASON—“because in her heart she is saying, “I am 

enthroned as a queen, and I am not a widow; I shall positively 

not see sorrow.”” 

 

Okay, what are the things that make her so guilty before God? 

Those first two things: 

 

1. “[she’s] glorified herself” and 

 

2. “[she’s] lived luxuriously.” 
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Now RETRIBUTION: 

 

1. “torment” 

 

2. “sorrow.” 

 

Because she’s hard-headed. She’s the captain of her salvation. 

She’s the master of her fate. She says: 

 

“I am enthroned as a queen”—and trouble doesn’t touch the 

queen—“and I am not a widow” 

 

“I’m not going to lose anything that I’ve got.” 

 

“I shall positively not see sorrow.” 

 

“No, it’ll never touch me.” 

 

And as a result of that, judgment is going to come. 

 

So many of those verses talk about the basic insecurities of 

materialism. How fragile living that kind of a life really is 

when that’s all we’re living for. Listen to Christ as He talks: 

 

Luke 12:19, 20 

 

“I will say to my soul, [this is the person who’s gained it all] 

‘Soul, you have many good laid up for many years to come; 

take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.’” 

 “But God said unto him, ‘You fool! This very night your 
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soul is required of you; now who will own what you have 

prepared?’ 

 

What are we going to do with that? It’s going to be left behind. 

 

Tony Evans talked about materialism. And he was teaching 

on the book of Ecclesiastes and he said: 

 

“You know, the sad thing about materialism is,” he says, “one 

of these days I’m going to die and my wife’s going to grieve for 

six months and then some other jive turkey’s going to come 

around and give her the same story. She’s going to marry him 

and he’s going to drive my car, sleep in my bed and he’s going 

to be with my wife and I’m going to be gone.” 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s the frustration of it all. We get to enjoy it for a period of 

time and somebody else is going to come along with the same 

line and they’re going to take it and go with it. 

 

1 Timothy 6:9, 10 

 

Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare, 

and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into 

ruin and destruction. For the love of money is the root of all 

sorts of evil and some by longing for it have wandered away 

from the faith and pierced themselves with many a sorrow. 

 

v. 8 Because of this in one day her plagues will come, 

death and sorrow and famine, and in fire she shall 
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be completely consumed, for mighty is the Lord 

God who judges her.  

 

“Because of this”—there’s that phrase—“in”—WHAT?—“one 

day”—now that really means swift.  

 

We don’t have to say that it’s literally “one day.” It will 

happen very quickly. 

 

“her plagues will come, death and sorrow and famine, and in 

fire she shall be completely consumed, for mighty is the Lord 

God who judges her.” 

 

We are living in a time right now that we can see a 

foreshadowing of what’s going to happen at this future time. 

This is not something that’s going to be fulfilled right now 

while we’re here. We’re going to be gone as believers before 

this takes place. 

 

But can we see, in something that was written over 2,000 

years ago, is now a literal thing that could happen today? And 

we would witness it on TV? Watching Babylon go up in smoke 

and destruction, “sorrow”—we’re seeing “famine.”  

 

“and in fire she shall be completely consumed,” 

 

We can see that!  

 

Did Babylon ever have a time of instant judgment before? 

Remember when Belshazzar in Daniel 5 was drinking wine 
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out of the golden utensils of the temple and a hand came into 

the room and wrote on the wall? 

 

“Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin”—“you are weighed in the 

balances and found wanting.” (ref. Daniel 5:25) 

 

What happened that very night? He was destroyed and so was 

the kingdom of Babylon. Instantaneously the judgment took 

place and that’s what’s going to happen once again in this 

time in the fall of this satanic kingdom. 

 

v. 9 And the kings of the earth, who committed acts of 

immorality and lived luxuriously with her, will 

weep and mourn over her when they are looking 

upon the smoke of her burning,  

 

“The kings of the earth, who committed acts of immorality and 

lived luxuriously with her, will weep and mourn over her 

when they are looking upon the smoke of her burning,” 

 

Now these are the leaders of the world. They’re really upset 

over what has happened to Babylon, the heart of the kingdom.  

 

v. 10 standing at a distance because of the fear of her 

torment, saying, ‘Woe! woe! the great city, Babylon, 

the city which is mighty, because in one hour your 

judgment has come.’  

 

“standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment, 

saying, “Woe! woe! the great city, Babylon, the city which is 
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mighty, because in one hour your judgment has come.”” 

 

See it’s “one hour” and “one day.” It’s just swift, it’s certain, 

it’s going to happen and how sad it will be. 

 

James 4 says the same thing about us. It says: “Our lives are 

like a vapor that appears for a little time and then passes 

away.” (ref. James 4:14) 

 

This could really be our last day. We don’t know how long 

we’re going to live. 

 

We don’t know how long we have. And it behooves us to do 

something now in view of what we’re seeing. 

 

The reality of these things, the certainty of it is here.  

 

v. 11 And the merchants of the earth are weeping and 

mourning over her, because their cargo no one any 

longer is buying in the market;  

 

“And the merchants of the earth are weeping and mourning 

over her, because their cargo no one any longer is buying in 

the market;” 

 

The market went BOOM! The place blew up and so now they 

have all this tremendous inventory. Lots full of cars and 

vehicles and boats and moors! And the invoice is incredible 

and nobody’s buying anything because the market is gone and 

they’re “weeping and mourning.” 
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Now notice there are THIRTY-TWO ITEMS on the manifest 

list there. It’s interesting.  

 

v. 12 a cargo of gold and silver and precious stone and 

pearls and fine linen and purple cloth, and silk and 

scarlet cloth and every kind of citron wood and 

every kind of an article made of ivory and every 

kind of an article made of most costly wood and of 

brass and of iron and of marble,  

 

1. “a cargo of gold,” 

 

2. “and silver,” 

 

3. “and precious stone,” 

 

4. “and pearls.” 

 

They have to go to the jewelry store first for those first four 

items. 

 

And then the next four items they have to go to the fabric 

store: 

 

5. “and fine linen,” 

 

6. “and purple cloth,” 

 

7. “and silk,” 
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8. “and scarlet cloth” 

 

Then the next six items on the manifest are luxury gifts from 

the specialty shops: 

 

9. “and every kind of citron wood,” 

 

10. “and every kind of an article made of ivory,” 

 

11. “and every kind of an article made of most costly wood,” 

 

12. “and of brass,” 

 

13. “and of iron,” 

 

14. “and of marble,” 

 

v. 13 and cinnamon and spice and incense and perfume 

and frankincense and wine and olive oil and fine 

flour and wheat and cattle and sheep and horses 

and four-wheeled carriages and slaves and souls of 

men.  

 

And then the next five items, they have to go the perfume 

palace: 

 

15. “and cinnamon,” 

 

16. “and spice,” 
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17. “and incense,” 

 

18. “and perfume,” 

 

19. “and frankincense” 

 

It’s cinnamon spice and everything is nice. Polo, English 

Leather, Old Spice, Chanel No. 5—there’s all of it, right there. 

 

For the next one they have to go over to the liquor store:  

 

20. to get some fine “wine” for dinner. 

 

And then the next three items they have to go to the health 

food store: 

 

21. “olive oil,” 

 

22. “and fine flour,”  

 

23. “and wheat.” 

 

Items 24 and 25 are from the meat market: 

 

24. “the cattle” and  

 

25. “the sheep.” 

 

Then items 26 and 27 they have to go to the car dealership, 
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the racetrack and the polo fields: 

 

26. “the horses”—and see there?  

 

27. There’s the “four-wheeled carriages.” 

 

And items 28 and 29 involve people traffic: 

 

28. “slaves” and  

 

29. “the souls of men.” 

 

Isn’t that interesting?  

 

The corporate structure hasn’t changed. It’ll make them a 

slave and take their soul for the company. 

 

v. 14 And the fruit which your soul longs for has 

departed from you, and all the luxurious things and 

the brightly shining things have passed away from 

you and no longer will you find them.  

 

“And the fruit which your soul longs for has departed from 

you, and all the luxurious things and the brightly shining 

things have passed away from you and no longer will you find 

them.” 

 

The world is passing away and also its desires, but the one 

who does the will of God abides forever. 
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v. 15 The merchants of these things, those who became 

wealthy by her, will stand at a distance because of 

the fear of her torment, weeping and mourning,  

 

“The merchants of these things, those who became wealthy by 

her, will stand at a distance because of the fear of her 

torment, weeping and mourning,” 

 

What do we have? We have the monarchs—the kings. Oh 

they’re sad over this fall. Now we have the “merchants” and 

they’re sad because they’ve lost all their means for survival. 

 

Matthew 16:26 

 

For what will a man be profited if he gains the whole world 

and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for 

his soul? 

 

Notice that all of those items in that list are luxury items. We 

don’t see any overalls and cotton dresses and just plain old 

good shoes. We see luxury items that we could pretty well get 

along without and still be able to survive. 

 

v. 16 saying, ‘Woe! woe! the great city, she who has been 

clothed in fine linen and purple and scarlet, and 

having been adorned with gold and precious stone 

and pearl;  

 

“saying, “Woe! woe! the great city, she who has been clothed in 

fine linen and purple and scarlet, and having been adorned 
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with gold and precious stone and pearl;” 

 

v. 17 because in one hour such great wealth has been 

ruined.’ And every sailing-master and everyone 

who is sailing to a place and sailors and as many as 

are making their living by the sea, stood at a 

distance,  

 

“because in one hour such great wealth has been ruined.” And 

every sailing-master” 

 

Now we’ve got the mariners. We’ve had the monarchs and the 

merchants and now the mariners. Isn’t this graphic? Just 

pretend that we’re on a ship in the Gulf right now and here’s 

the picture. This is where this vision is being seen. Here’s 

Babylon, Baghdad and we’re on one of the U.S. vessels there 

in the Gulf and we’re witnessing this. 

 

“And every sailing-master and everyone who is sailing to a 

place and sailors and as many as are making their living by 

the sea, stood at a distance,” 

 

They’re going through the Gulf with all their oil—their 

tankers. 

 

v. 18 and were crying out, seeing the smoke of her 

burning, saying, ‘What city is like the great city?’  

 

“and they are crying out, seeing the smoke of her burning, 

saying, “What city is like the great city?”” 
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v. 19 And they threw dust on their heads and were 

crying out, weeping and mourning, saying, ‘Woe! 

woe! the great city in which all those who are 

having ships on the sea were made wealthy by 

reason of her abundance of costly things, because 

in one hour she was ruined.’  

 

“And they threw dust on their heads and were crying out, 

weeping and mourning, saying, “Woe! woe! the great city in 

which all those who are having ships on the sea were made 

wealthy by reason of her abundance of costly things, because 

in one hour she was ruined.”” 

 

It happened very rapidly. Now what happens in heaven?  

 

v. 20 Be rejoicing over her, O heaven, and you saints 

and apostles and prophets, because God 

pronounced judgment for you against her.”  

 

“Be rejoicing over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles 

and prophets, because God pronounced judgment for you 

against her.”’ 

 

From the heavenly perspective Satan’s kingdom fell. And it’s a 

time of great joy and rejoicing in heaven because Christ is 

coming as the King and His eternal Kingdom is going to be set 

up so there’s great tidings in heaven. The King is coming and 

He will be here in chapter 19! And it’s going to make a 

completely different picture in the drama of our last four 
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studies. 

 

v. 21 And one angel, a mighty one, took up a stone like a 

great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, 

“Thus will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down 

and shall never again be found.  

 

“And one angel, a mighty one, took up a stone like a great 

millstone and he threw it into the sea, saying, ‘Thus will 

Babylon, the great city, be thrown down and shall never again 

be found.” 

 

The angel picks up a great big rock and throws it into the 

water. And as that rock disappears beneath the surface, there 

are waves and reverberations going out from it, but pretty 

soon the water settles back just like it was and there’s no 

evidence that the rock had ever fallen. That’s the picture of 

the sudden destruction of Babylon—like a gigantic rock that 

makes a big splash and then complete silence. 

 

Now notice the extension of it—verse 22. The symphony’s 

gone. 

 

v. 22 And a sound of harpists and musicians and flute-

players and trumpet-players shall never again be 

heard in you; and every craftsman of every craft 

shall never again be found in you; and the sound of 

a millstone shall never again be heard in you;  

 

“And a sound of harpists and musicians and flute-players and 
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trumpet-players shall never again be heard in you;” 

 

Look at the next one. All the arts and crafts are gone. 

Engineers, builders, architects, electricians, plumbers and 

carpenters: 

 

“and every craftsman of every craft shall never again be found 

in you; and the sound of a millstone” 

 

That’s the great assembly plants. The GMC and the Ford and 

all these great plants will come to a screeching halt. They’ll be 

no more: 

 

“sound of the millstone again be heard in you;” 

 

v. 23 and the light of a lamp shall never again shine in 

you; and the voice of the bridegroom and bride 

shall never again be heard in you; because your 

merchants were the great men of the earth, because 

with your magical arts all the nations were led 

astray.  

 

“and the light of a lamp shall never again shine in you;” 

 

Here it is. It’s all gone. 

 

“and the voice of the bridegroom and the bride shall never 

again be heard in you;”—no more weddings—“because your 

merchants were the great men of the earth, because with your 

magical arts all the nations were led astray.”—isn’t that 
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interesting?  

 

There’s all the New Age stuff—the occult, astrology, 

horoscopes, crystal balls, Ouija boards, all these tools of the 

devil for the New Age. 

 

v. 24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and of 

saints and of all those who have been slain on the 

earth.”  

 

“And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints and 

of all those who have been slain on the earth.”’ 

 

That religion, that apostate religion, destroyed many, many 

people who named the name of Christ and didn’t go along with 

the system. 

 

Now let’s reflect for just a few minutes before we look at the 

lessons for the study. 

 

First of all, let’s reflect on the condition of our country and 

also our personal condition.  

 

Listen to these five reasons why Rome fell. This was written 

in 1788. It almost sounds like it should be 1988, but it’s 1788. 

And it’s called The Decline and the Fall of the Roman Empire. 

He comes up with five reasons why Rome fell: 

 

(The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire by Edward 

Gibbon) 
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1. the undermining of the dignity and sanctity of the home, 

which is the basis of human society; 

 

2. higher and higher taxes and the spending of public money 

for free bread and circuses for the people; 

 

3. the mad craze for pleasure and sports, with the latter 

becoming increasingly brutal and immoral; 

 

4. the building up of great armaments, when the real 

enemy—the decay of individual responsibility—was within; 

 

5. the decay of religious faith and loss of power to guide the 

people. 

(source unknown) 

 

Now is it trite to say that history repeats itself?  

 

Every great civilization lasts approximately 200 years and 

they go through the same cycle: 

 

From bondage to spiritual faith, 

From spiritual faith to great courage, 

From courage to liberty, 

From liberty to abundance, 

From abundance to selfishness, 

From selfishness to complacency, 

From complacency to apathy, 

From apathy to dependence, and 
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From dependence back again under bondage. 

(source unknown) 

 

Where do we find our country in this cycle? 

 

There are seven lessons that come out of these verses we have 

studied. 

 

Lesson #1: Commercial Babylon will fall during the 

Tribulation Period—right at the end. 

 

We take it that apostate religion happened in the middle of 

the Tribulation, this happens right at the end just before 

Christ comes back to set up His Kingdom. This had to happen 

before Christ’s Kingdom could be set up. 

 

Lesson #2: There is a command for separation from the world 

system and its evil practices. 

 

There’ll be a tremendous temptation on the part of believers 

who still are here trying to survive toward compromise with 

this. 

 

Lesson #3: Galatians 6:7: “Whatsoever a man soweth, that 

shall he also reap.” 

 

Lesson #4: The judgment upon Babylon brings sorrow to the 

kings of the earth who have done business with her. 

 

Lesson #5: Judgment is swift. 
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Lesson #6: The judgment is complete. 

 

Lesson #7: The judgment is just. 

 

It is like a great millstone being thrown into the sea. 

 

We’re not talking that way to say that it’s wrong to be 

wealthy. It’s wrong to let wealth govern the affairs of our life. 

There are many rich people in the Bible who honored God and 

God blessed them in abundance because of that. But where 

are our priorities? That’s between us and God. 

 

Materialism can harden our heart and make us think that 

we’re totally adequate and we’re not. And those things are 

going to pass away. If we learn that lesson, then we’re okay. 

It’s when those things are all we live for. When those things 

consume every hour of our day and it makes us feel like we’re 

untouchable—as far as sorrow, pain, death and all the other 

things that are going to come upon the earth. That’s where we 

go wrong. 

 

It was designed by God to make us happy and for us to have 

pleasure and enjoyment—and that is not wrong. 

 

Now here are some statements as we close. 

 

Former Washington correspondent, May Craig, said: 

 

“Unless there is a change deep down in the American people, a 
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genuine crusade against self-indulgence and immorality, 

public and private, then we are witnesses to the decline and 

fall of the American republic.” 

(source unknown) 

 

And then this statement by Thomas Jefferson: 

 

“Yes, we did produce a near-perfect republic. But will they 

keep it, or will they, in the enjoyment of plenty, lose the 

memory of freedom? Material abundance without character is 

the surest way to destruction.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Now let’s find some balance. A lot of Christian people in 

evangelical circles really look down on people who have lots of 

money or who are wealthy and they say they’re living in sin. 

That’s not the picture.  

 

God designed life to be happy and to be fulfilled and to be 

wonderful. To get the balance, probably the best book to read 

is by John Piper, Desiring God. And he calls it the musings of 

a Christian Hedonist—somebody who’s really enjoying God. 

Listen to what he says: 

 

(Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist  

by John Piper) 

 

Christian Hedonism is a philosophy of life built on the 

following five convictions:  
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1. The longing to be happy is a universal human 

experience, and it is good, not sinful.  

 

2. We should never try to deny or resist our longing to 

be happy, as though it were a bad impulse. Instead 

we should seek to intensify this longing and nourish 

it with whatever will provide the deepest and most 

enduring satisfaction.  

 

3. The deepest and most enduring happiness is found 

only in God. [See? We won’t find it in material 

things.] 

 

4. The happiness we find in God reaches its 

consummation when it is shared with others in the 

manifold ways of love.  

 

5. To the extent we try to abandon the pursuit of our 

own pleasure, we fail to honor God and love people.  

 

Or, to put it positively: the pursuit of pleasure is a 

necessary part of all worship and virtue. That is [in fact is],  

 

The chief end of man is to glorify God  

BY 

enjoying him forever.  

p. 19  

 

And God put it here for us to use and not abuse—to enjoy and 

to find maximum fulfillment. 
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In Our Daily Bread, one of the writers was talking about 

laughter saying God delights in our laughter. In fact, laughter 

is the jogging of the heart. It is good for us to laugh and to 

enjoy the things that are provided for us. But when they lead 

us into bondage, then at that point we’re wrong. 

 

Notice Christ did not feel any urgency to lead those two 

thieves to Christ that were hanging on the cross? One of them 

came to Him and was converted. The other one died right 

beside Him.  

 

That’s our choice. We can see it, we can know it, but listen, no 

one person is going to convert you. We want everyone to 

receive Christ and we want to spend eternity with you but 

that is ultimately a personal choice.  

 

Listen to this hymn writer in these closing words: 

 

So long I had searched for life’s meaning, 

Enslaved by the world and my greed. 

The door of my prison was opened by love 

For the ransom was paid, I was free. 

 

I’m free from the fear of tomorrow. 

I’m free from the guilt of the past, 

For I traded my shackles for a glorious calm. 

I’m free, I’m free at last! 

(source unknown) 
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“You shall know the truth and the truth shall set you free.” 

(ref. John 8:32) 

 

Father, we confess that living in America has oftentimes 

allowed those things which provide the pleasure to become the 

dominant factor in our lives. And as we have seen graphically 

displayed before us, Satan’s kingdom dominates this kind of a 

scene. And living for these things will cause us to wake up and 

realize it’s all turned to ashes. It was only temporary. There 

was nothing of permanence about it. Teach us good balance 

and good judgment, as spiritual men and women, to 

understand when these things are luxurious and not really 

required to be a part of our happiness. And help us to be wise 

and sensible in our stewardship and our responsibility. Dear 

Father we pray if there’s someone who does not know Christ, 

that this would be the day. That Your Spirit would speak and 

that there would be a willingness to open the door of their 

lives to Christ, and by faith receive the gift of the Lord Jesus 

Christ. And then as believers, Father, may we be admonished 

in view of the days that are coming. But we have seen a little 

glimpse of what’s going on in the world right now and how so 

many of these things could be birth pains to what’s really 

going to happen one of these days soon. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Twenty – The Fall of Babylon – 

Revelation 18:1-24        NOTES 

 
v. 1 After these things I saw another angel coming down out of 

heaven, having great authority. And the earth was illuminated by 

his glory. 

v. 2 And he cried out with a mighty voice, saying, “It has fallen, it 

has fallen, Babylon the Great! And it has become a dwelling place 

of demons and a hangout of every unclean spirit and a hangout of 

every unclean and loathsome bird. 

v. 3 Because all the nations have drunk of the wine of the passion 

of her immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed acts 

of immorality with her, and the merchants of the earth as a result 

of her power and luxury became wealthy.” 

v. 4 And I heard another voice out of heaven, saying, “Come out of 

her, my people, in order that you may not participate in her sins 

and in order that you may not receive of her plagues; 

v. 5 for her sins have piled up so that they touch the heaven, and 

God remembered her iniquities. 

v. 6 Render to her as she herself also rendered to others, and pay 

back double according to her works. In the cup which she mixed, 

mix for her double. 

v. 7 To the degree that she glorified herself and lived luxuriously, 

to the same degree give to her torment and sorrow; because in her 

heart she is saying, ‘I am enthroned as a queen, and I am not a 

widow; I shall positively not see sorrow.’ 

v. 8 Because of this in one day her plagues will come, death and 

sorrow and famine, and in fire she shall be completely consumed, 

for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. 

v. 9 And the kings of the earth, who committed acts of immorality 

and lived luxuriously with her, will weep and mourn over her 

when they are looking upon the smoke of her burning, 
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            NOTES 
v. 10 standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment, 

saying, ‘Woe! woe! the great city, Babylon, the city which is 

mighty, because in one hour your judgment has come.’ 

v. 11 And the merchants of the earth are weeping and mourning 

over her, because their cargo no one any longer is buying in the 

market; 

v. 12 a cargo of gold and silver and precious stone and pearls and 

fine linen and purple cloth, and silk and scarlet cloth and every 

kind of citron wood and every kind of an article made of ivory and 

every kind of an article made of most costly wood and of brass and 

of iron and of marble, 

v. 13 and cinnamon and spice and incense and perfume and 

frankincense and wine and olive oil and fine flour and wheat and 

cattle and sheep and horses and four-wheeled carriages and slaves 

and souls of men. 

v. 14 And the fruit which your soul longs for has departed from 

you, and all the luxurious things and the brightly shining things 

have passed away from you and no longer will you find them. 

v. 15 The merchants of these things, those who became wealthy by 

her, will stand at a distance because of the fear of her torment, 

weeping and mourning, 

v. 16 saying, ‘Woe! woe! the great city, she who has been clothed in 

fine linen and purple and scarlet, and having been adorned with 

gold and precious stone and pearl; 

v. 17 because in one hour such great wealth has been ruined.’ And 

every sailing-master and everyone who is sailing to a place and 

sailors and as many as are making their living by the sea, stood at 

a distance, 

v. 18 and were crying out, seeing the smoke of her burning, saying, 

‘What city is like the great city?’ 

v. 19 And they threw dust on their heads and were crying out, 

weeping and mourning, saying, ‘Woe! woe! the great city in which 

all those who are having ships on the sea were made wealthy by 

reason of her abundance of costly things, because in one hour she 

was ruined.’ 

v. 20 Be rejoicing over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles 

and prophets, because God pronounced judgment for you against 

her.” 

v. 21 And one angel, a mighty one, took up a stone like a great 

millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, “Thus will Babylon, the 

great city, be thrown down and shall never again be found. 
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            NOTES 
v. 22 And a sound of harpists and musicians and flute-players and 

trumpet-players shall never again be heard in you; and every 

craftsman of every craft shall never again be found in you; and the 

sound of a millstone shall never again be heard in you;  

v. 23 and the light of a lamp shall never again shine in you; and 

the voice of the bridegroom and bride shall never again be heard in 

you; because your merchants were the great men of the earth, 

because with your magical arts all the nations were led astray. 

v. 24 And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints and 

of all those who have been slain on the earth.” 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 18:1-24 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the angel’s announcement, according to verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the invitation that is given in verse 4? 
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4. What does she say in her heart, according to verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

5. Describe the judgment, according to verse 8. 

 

 

 

 

6. Why are the merchants weeping, according to verse 11? 

 

 

 

 

7. What should be the attitude of the saints, according to  

verse 20? 

 

 

 

 

8. Why such a severe judgment, according to verses 23 & 24? 
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9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Commercial Babylon will also fall during the 

Tribulation Period. 

 

LESSON #2: There is a command for separation from the 

world system and its evil practices. 

 

LESSON #3: “Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 

reap.” 

 

LESSON #4: The judgment upon Babylon brings sorrow to the 

kings of the earth who have done business with her. 
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LESSON #5: Judgment is swift like a giant stone being 

thrown into the sea. 

 

LESSON #6: The judgment is complete. 

 

LESSON #7: The judgment is just. 
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