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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number Twenty-One – The Rider on the White 

Horse – Revelation 19:1-21 

David Swartz in his little book The Magnificent Obsession 

tells this story: 

(The Magnificent Obsession by David Swartz) 

Within the course of five days in early December of 1941, 

armed forces of Japan struck at every major American and 

British stronghold in the Pacific. Americans in the Philippines 

held out longer than most, but finally defeat seemed 

imminent. The last organized United States forces were on a 

tiny island just off Manila. One night a lone PT boat sped 

away from the island into the open sea to rendezvous with a 

submarine. A single man, General Douglas MacArthur, was 

considered too valuable to fall into enemy hands and was 

being evacuated to Australia. With the enemy on all sides and 

surrender near, MacArthur made what under the 

circumstances seemed an incredible statement. He said, “I 

shall return.” 

p. 211
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In Acts 1 the disciples asked Christ if it’s time for the 

Kingdom. And the Lord Jesus answers by saying, “It’s not for 

you to know the times or the seasons.” (ref. Acts 1:7) That’s 

left in the Father’s hand. But then as He is ascending into 

heaven, the angelic messengers say, “Why are you standing 

around here looking up into heaven? The same Jesus who has 

been taken up from you, will also come in like manner.” (ref. 

Acts 1:11) 

 

The King is coming back and we have the record of that in 

Revelation 19.  

 

(Out of My Mind by Joseph Bayly) 

 

The late Kenneth Strachan, [who was] general director of the 

Latin America Mission, once suggested that our unending 

search for greener grass on the other side of the fence was a 

dim reflection of the perfect Eden man once enjoyed. The X-

Factor may remind us of that too—what things would be like 

if man (meaning Adam and I) hadn't loused up this world with 

sin. 

p. 176 

 

We do look forward to those things when it’s going to be 

better, it’s going to be right. And that’s the anticipation that 

God has put within us and will ultimately be fulfilled in the 

Kingdom. 

 

Now when we read a New Age writer like John Naisbett who 

has written Megatrends 2000, we read a weird statement like 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



3 

 

this: 

 

(Megatrends 2000 by John Naisbett and Patricia Aburdene) 

 

Humanity will probably not be rescued…either in the form of 

a literal Second Coming (the fundamentalist expectation) or 

by friendly spaceships (the New Age version). Though we will 

be guided by a revived spirituality, the answers will have to 

come from [within] us. 

p. 17  

 

May God help us—the answers have not come from within us 

to this point and they never will. It sounds great to hear 

Naisbett say it, but when we try to put it into history and into 

life it’s ridiculous. 

 

Good is going to triumph over evil, 

 

Christ over antichrist, 

 

God over Satan, and 

 

the Holy Spirit over the spirit of evil. 

 

And ever since the fall of Adam his plan has been set in 

motion. 

 

Psalm 72:8 is the verse we would put over our study: 

 

Psalm 72:8 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



4 

 

 

He will rule from sea to sea 

and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

 

Now where are we in our study?  

 

In Revelation 1 we have a picture of Christ, the glorified 

Christ, who is the coming King. 

 

In Revelation 2 and 3 we have the letters to the 7 churches—

“the things which are.” 

 

Revelation 4 to 22 are all prophetic: 

 

In Revelation 4 we see the picture of the Throne. 

 

In Revelation 5 we see the little book. 

 

In Revelation 6-19, where we are now, we’re talking about a 7-

year period of Tribulation. It is Satan’s last shot at a kingdom. 

 

We have seen the fall of apostate religion in Revelation 17,  

 

the fall of the economic in chapter 18, 

 

and now we’re ready. It is time in chapter 19 for the King to 

come and for the Battle of Armageddon to ensue. Both of these 

things are in the record of the study. Let’s go!  
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v. 1 After these things I heard a great sound like that of 

a great multitude in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! 

Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; 

 

“After these things I heard a great sound like that of a great 

multitude in heaven, saying, ‘Hallelujah! Salvation and glory 

and power belong to our God;” 

 

Now this “great multitude” is probably the same “multitude” 

that was recorded in chapter 7 of Revelation where John 

records: 

 

Revelation 7:9-12 

 

After these things I saw, and behold, a great multitude, which 

no one was able to count, from every nation and tribe and 

people and language, standing before the throne and before 

the Lamb, having been clothed in white robes, and palm 

branches in their hands; and they are crying out with a great 

(loud) voice, saying, “Salvation (belongs) to our God who is 

sitting upon the throne, and to the Lamb.” …  

 

Now the only difference is, this gigantic “multitude” is using 

the term “Hallelujah!” that occurs for the first time in the New 

Testament. 

 

“Hallelujah!” only occurs four times in the New Testament 

and it occurs right here. This is the only place in the New 

Testament, in these verses, where it occurs—and here it is. 
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Now we find it quite a number of times in the Psalms and in 

the Old Testament. All “Hallelujah” means is “praise the 

Lord.” And that’s what they’re saying here. They’re praising 

Him because now the Kingdom is here! And it’s a way of 

expressing in all the languages of the earth that God keeps 

His promises and we praise Him for His faithfulness. 

 

Now they’re praising Him for THREE THINGS: 

 

1. “Salvation,” 

 

2. “glory,” and 

 

3. “power.” 

 

All three of those things are His to grant. First of all, He gets 

glory because He gives salvation—and it’s only received by 

those who will receive Christ. 

 

And He gives the glory—what we have to suffer now is 

nothing worthy to be compared to the glory that’s going to be 

revealed in this later! That’s exciting! 

 

And He has the power to save our souls, but He also has the 

power for us to live the victorious Christian life today. And He 

has the power, ultimately, to fulfill His promises. 

 

So they’re saying, “Hallelujah!” for “Salvation and glory and 

power belong to our God.” 
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When we hear Handel’s Messiah, all heaven breaks loose and 

we have the Hallelujah Chorus, we just feel like we’re being 

swept heavenward. And we haven’t seen anything. This 

Hallelujah Chorus is going to be incredible and we don’t want 

to miss this one! And we sure can if we just keep messing 

around and don’t take care of our eternal destiny by entering 

into the right relationship with the Person of Christ. 

 

Isn’t it fun to come to chapter 19? Since chapter 6 we’ve been 

doing nothing but judgment. We’ve been breaking seals, 

blowing trumpets and pouring out bowls and blood’s been 

shed. And finally, we get to Glory! It is wonderful in chapter 

19 to turn a corner in this great book and see that behind it is 

God Himself in all the glorious things that are going to 

happen! No wonder they’re saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation, 

glory and power belong to our God.” 

 

v. 2 because His judgments are true and righteous; for 

He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting 

the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged 

the blood of His bondservants from her hand.”  

 

“because”—WHY?—“His judgments are true and righteous;” 

 

That statement reflects back on the seals, the trumpets and 

the bowls. Those judgments have been “true.” They’ve been 

deserved. They’ve been just. They’ve been “righteous.” They’re 

the right things to have done. 

 

“for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the 
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earth with her immorality,”—that’s New Age theology, 

remember?  

 

The “harlot” was destroyed by the western alliance half-way 

through the Tribulation Period. And in chapter 17 it was the 

fall of religious Babylon we looked at earlier. 

 

“and He has avenged the blood of His bondservants from her 

hand.”’ 

 

Nowhere in the Bible are we taught that we can take our own 

vengeance or that we can get our own revenge. People don’t 

like that. If somebody does something to us we want to get our 

revenge. And usually it only escalates the problem by doing 

that, but that’s kind of the way we live life—eye for an eye and 

a tooth for a tooth.  

 

But the Bible doesn’t teach that. The Bible teaches that we 

leave that in God’s hands. The apostle Paul in Romans 12:19 

says: 

 

Romans 12:19 

 

Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the 

wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will 

repay, says the Lord.” 

 

Then Paul talks about Alexander the coppersmith who did 

him great harm, but we don’t see anywhere where he ever did 

anything back to Alexander the coppersmith. We, as believers, 
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have a responsibility to let God write the final chapter. 

 

When we are being hurt and damaged by others and their 

selfishness and the things they have done unto us, we’ve got to 

leave that in the Lord’s hands. 

 

Dennis Rainey tells a little story that gives us an idea of what 

happens when we don’t follow this principle: 

 

(Lonely Husbands, Lonely Wives: Rekindling Intimacy in 

Every Marriage by Dennis Rainey) 

 

The insult-for-insult relationship is also well illustrated 

by a well-known story—supposedly true—that came out of the 

Korean War. Some G.I.s were living off-base in their own 

rented quarters and they hired a Korean houseboy to do the 

cooking, cleaning, and other necessary chores. These soldiers 

loved to play tricks, so one day the Korean houseboy got up, 

slipped into his slippers, and started to take a step, but found 

that they had been nailed to the floor! 

The young Korean just smiled and said nothing. Then he 

crawled into bed one night and found shaving cream under his 

pillow. On other occasions, he would find his bed short sheeted 

or be victim to a bucket of water over the door. Through it all 

he just smiled and nodded and told his employers, 

“Everything OK.” 

This foolishness went on for quite a while until the G.I.s 

came to their senses and realized they were being inhumane. 

When they apologized, the Korean houseboy looked dubious 

and asked, “No more short sheets?” 
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“That's right, no more short sheets.” 

“No more nail shoes to floor?” 

“Right.” 

“No more shave cream under pillow?” 

“No more. We have been wrong and we’re sorry.” 

The houseboy began to nod. A little smile crossed his lips 

and he said, “Then me no more spit in [your] soup.” 

p. 241  

 

We always find lots of ways to spit in each other’s soup, don’t 

we? But now there is rejoicing in heaven in that the Lord has 

been the one who has set the record straight. 

 

Remember under those sealed judgments when those people 

under the altar were saying, “How long, O Lord, before You’re 

going to bring vengeance on those who’ve taken the lives of 

the righteous?” (ref. Revelation 6:10) Well here it is. Now the 

King is here. He’s enthroned and these records have all been 

set straight. 

 

v. 3 And a second time they said, “Hallelujah! And her 

smoke is ascending forever and forever.”  

 

“And a second time they said, ‘Hallelujah! And her smoke is 

ascending forever and forever.”’ 

 

Now in our last study we were sitting out in the Gulf looking 

at the destruction of commercial Babylon and we saw the 

smoke on the horizon. Remember, it was just like sitting in 

the boat looking toward Baghdad and Babylon’s just south of 
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there, and we could see the smoke coming up from it. And they 

were mourning over that—the smoke is still rising. 

 

The smoke indicates that God has had the upper hand. That 

He now is reigning. It speaks of righteous retribution. It is the 

kingdom of Satan and the false messiah. That kingdom has 

been destroyed and all of those who’ve been a part of that 

kingdom, likewise, have been decimated by this destruction, 

and they’re saying, “Hallelujah! The smoke is arising forever 

and ever,” indicating that the King has come. 

 

Now when we get to verse 4, there’s an interesting phrase 

here. 

 

v. 4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living 

beings fell down and worshiped God who is sitting 

on the throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah.”  

 

“And the twenty-four elders and the four living beings fell 

down and worshiped God who is sitting on the throne, saying, 

‘Amen. Hallelujah.”’ 

 

Now here’s our third occurrence. But we have the little word 

“Amen” before it. 

 

“the twenty-four elders” refers to the CHURCH. 

 

We have not seen the “twenty-four elders since way back in 

chapter 4. They were already around the Throne, along with 

those four living beings.  
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This is the reason the church has nothing to do with the 

Tribulation. We are already in Glory—and that’s the next 

prophetic event. That’s what’s going to happen first before the 

Holocaust takes place here on the earth. 

 

But notice they’re separate from this other great group. This 

other large group is the 144,000. It’s got to be all those who 

are martyred during the Tribulation Period, they’re not a part 

of the church. They’re praising God and saying, “Hallelujah!” 

Now the church gets involved here—represented in the 

“twenty-four elders” and these “four living beings.” They are 

cherubim around the Throne. They fall on their faces and 

worship God and they say, “Amen. Hallelujah.” 

 

When we say “Amen” it’s like saying “So be it!” Or “I agree 

with you!” And then when we say “Hallelujah,” we’re saying 

“praise the Lord!” 

 

If we were there and they were saying “Amen. Hallelujah” we 

would use a little bit more laymen’s terminology. We’d 

probably say, “Hey God, You kept Your promises. You know 

You really pulled it off! You know all this preaching and 

teaching all these years when we have to live by faith, here it 

is—it’s real and the Kingdom is here!” 

 

And that’s what everybody’s saying in the church.  

 

And as soon as it’s going to happen and the church is so 

overwhelmed by it, these two words come out together: 
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“Amen” and “Hallelujah”—praise the Lord. 

 

v. 5 And a voice came out from the throne, saying, “Be 

giving praise to our God, all those who are His 

bondslaves, those who are fearing Him, the small 

and the great.”  

 

“And a voice came out from the throne, saying, ‘Be giving 

praise to our God, all those who are His bondslaves, those who 

are fearing Him, the small and the great.”’ 

 

Now this “voice” isn’t named. It could be an angelic 

messenger. It could be the voice of God that comes out here 

from the throne. It just says, “Be giving praise to our God, all 

you who are His bondslaves”—that’s us—“those who are 

fearing Him,”—we respect Him—“the small and the great.” 

 

Everybody! “Be giving praise to our God…” 

 

And then here it comes—here comes the fourth and final 

anthem. The last occurrence of “Hallelujah!” in the book of 

Revelation and in the Bible. 

 

v. 6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great 

multitude and like the sound of many waters and 

like the sound of mighty thunders, saying, 

“Hallelujah! because the Lord our God, the 

Almighty, reigns.  

 

“And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude”—now 
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we have the church, the angels, Israel, the martyred saints in 

the Tribulation Period, and they’re all going to put together a 

number that’s going to blow us away. 

 

“the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many 

waters”—remember we had that in chapter 14 when the voice 

of God was like the “sound of many waters”? Well now it 

rumbles and it says: 

 

“and like the sound of mighty thunders, saying, ‘Hallelujah! 

because the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.” 

 

This last “Hallelujah!” says He’s already reigning! And we 

thank Him, we praise Him! Finally the Kingdom has come!  

 

And this is what the world has been looking for. And that’s 

what we’re looking for. 

 

Now let’s take those four phrases for just a second and walk 

through them as we get ready to move on: 

 

1. “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our 

God”—that’s verse 1. 

 

2. verse 3—“Hallelujah! And her smoke is ascending forever 

and ever.”—that’s the righteous judgment. 

 

3. verse 4—“Amen. Hallelujah”—that’s the praise of the 

Lord of realization that it’s come. 
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And finally in: 

 

4. verse 6—“Hallelujah! because the Lord our God, the 

Almighty, reigns.” 

 

The King is sitting on the throne. That’s what all life is about. 

Life is not about material things. Life is not about health, 

wealth, prosperity. Life is about a King—and a King who 

wants a relationship with us and a King who cares so much 

that He sent the very best in His Son to die for us that we 

could have a relationship with the King. 

 

Life only takes on meaning when we see it in light of the 

King—the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

We can say with the hymn writer: 

 

King of my life I crown thee now 

thine may the glory be. 

(source unknown) 

 

For centuries they have bobbed their heads at the Western 

Wall, in fact they’re doing it today, in Israel praying that the 

Kingdom would come and the Messiah would be here. 

 

Isaiah 9:6—700 years before He ever came, predicted it: 

 

Isaiah 9:6-7 

 

For unto a child will be born, to us a son will be given; and the 
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government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, 

Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His 

government or of peace, on the throne of David and over His 

kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

righteousness from then on and forevermore. The zeal of the 

Lord of hosts will indeed accomplish this. 

 

Remember when the disciples came to Christ and they said, 

“Teach us to pray like You pray.” Remember what He did in 

Matthew 6. He said: 

 

Matthew 6:9-13 

 

“Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name. [WHAT?] 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven… 

 

We have just witnessed in our text the realization of all of 

those prayers and all of those dreams. 

 

Probably one of the most emotional stories is in the book by 

Stephen Brown called When Your Rope Breaks. It’s a story 

about a king. 

 

(When Your Rope Breaks by Stephen Brown) 

 

In March of 1984 one of the great men of God in our time, 
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David Watson, died. Thousands of Christians (myself 

included) who had been blessed by his preaching and writing 

were devastated. Watson was only in his forties, and it seemed 

that he died too soon. Some would say that Watson’s life was 

wasted. He had been pastor of a church in York and later 

became an evangelist, who was especially effective with young 

people. Why in the world would God allow someone with his 

gifts to die?  

One of the things David Watson was known for was the 

way he would sometimes ask the congregations before whom 

he preached to stand and shout, “Our God Reigns!” I am told 

that the experience of shouting that truth moved many to a 

closer understanding of God’s world and their part in it.  

The week after Watson died, John Collins, an Anglican 

priest, was serving Holy Communion in his church. Collins 

was an older man, with a long life of service in the name of 

Christ; however, one of his greatest acts of service was to 

introduce David Watson to [Jesus] Christ. I don’t know, but I 

suspect that as Collins went through the ancient liturgy of 

Communion, he must have had questions mixed with hurt 

over Watson’s death. With much sadness he spoke of his 

friend David, and how he would miss him. Yet in spite of his 

sadness, he said he expected to see Watson again at the great 

Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  

And then Collins did something strange for an Anglican 

priest. He asked the congregation (some two thousand people) 

to stand and to shout three times, “Our God Reigns!” Those 

who were there said it was one of the most moving experiences 

of their lives: this great throng of people, shouting in unison, 

“Our God Reigns! Our God Reigns! Our God Reigns!” The 
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crowd then broke out in spontaneous applause that lasted so 

long, that John Collins had to finally stop it. When he did, 

people all over the church were weeping. God’s Spirit had 

come and God’s people understood, perhaps not cognitively 

but with their hearts, what life is all about.  

Life is about the King. It is not about His servants, or His 

lands, or His subjects. It is only about the King. In the midst 

of breaking ropes, our God reigns.  

If you understand that—I mean, really understand that—

and you belong to Him, you can face almost anything.  

pp. 35-37  

 

See where we’ve drifted? We’re so concerned about coming to 

Christ that we get eternal life, we’re so used to having health, 

wealth and prosperity and begging God for this and begging 

God for that. And when we finally learn that He’s King and 

He wants to rule and reign and He knows what’s best and 

He’s got control of it, if we’ll just turn it over to Him come to 

peace for the first time in our life. And as tears stream down 

our cheeks we realize it’s okay because the King is ruling in 

righteousness. And He knows what’s best for us. 

 

Matthew 11:28-30 

 

Come unto me all ye who are weary and heavy laden, I will 

give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of Me, for I 

am meek and lowly of heart, and you shall find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy and burden is light. 
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v. 7 Let us be rejoicing and let us be glad, and let us 

give the glory to Him, because the wedding of the 

Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself 

ready.”  

 

“Let us be rejoicing and let us be glad, and let us give the 

glory to Him, because the wedding of the Lamb has come, and 

His bride has made herself ready.”’ 

 

Three little COMMANDS: 

 

1. “Let us be rejoicing”—WHY? The Kingdom is here, let us 

be glad the Kingdom is here. Let us give the glory to Him. He 

is the King!  

 

REASON: “because the wedding of the Lamb has come, and 

His bride has made herself ready.” 

 

Now what’s wrong with this wedding? This wedding is in 

reverse, isn’t it? When we have a wedding today, it doesn’t 

matter what anybody says, this is the bride’s wedding. She’s 

the center of attention.  

 

This wedding’s different—it’s “the wedding of the Lamb.” He’s 

the center of attention. 

 

This is a revelation of Jesus of Christ—Revelation 1:1. He will 

be the center of attention. This is His marriage.  

 

Now who’s the “bride”? The bride is each of us, if we’re 
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believers.  

 

Notice the “twenty-four elders” is not mentioned anymore, 

because as soon as the church gets to heaven it changes into a 

bride. 

 

Down here we’re a body. We function together in a 

relationship. 

 

First Corinthians 12 says that some of us are fingers, some 

are toes and eyes and ears and noses—we’re related to each 

other in a body, and Christ is the head. When we get to glory 

we’re the bride. Christ is the groom and this is what he has to 

look forward to. 

 

Now notice what it says there. It says the “bride has made 

herself ready.” What’d she have to do? Well she’s had seven 

years to do it, because the bride has been in heaven for seven 

years while this holocaust is going on down on earth.  

 

What has to happen for the “bride” to get ready? Well each of 

us the minute, if the Rapture occurred right now, we’d get a 

computer print-out in our hand from the day we became a 

Christian until the Rapture that’s going to go with us that’s 

going to be the basis for the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

 

Second Corinthians 5:10 says we’ve got to “all appear before 

the Judgment Seat of Christ, that everyone may receive the 

things done in his body. According to what he hath done, 

whether it be good or bad.”  
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And we also know in 1 Corinthians 3 that the wood, hay and 

straw’s going to go up in smoke. (see 1 Corinthians 3:12-14) 

 

A guy wanted to know what I would title a book on rewards 

and I said, “A Lot of Stuff Goes Up in Smoke!” Because it does! 

There’s a lot of stuff in the flesh and that’s going to burn up. 

But the gold, silver and precious stones are going to remain 

for reward. The bride’s getting herself ready for this 

wonderful, wonderful wedding. But the Judgement Seat of 

Christ is going on during this time. 

 

Now Ephesians 5, that great passage on marriage, also talks 

about this particular marriage: 

 

Ephesians 5:25-27 

 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the 

church and gave Himself up for her; that He might sanctify 

her, having cleansed her by the washing of the water with the 

word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her 

glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that 

she should be holy and blameless. 

 

All that’s taken care of during this time in anticipation of the 

wedding. The “bride has now made herself ready.” 

 

Some people still live by the supposition that if we do the best 

we can and we perform our good works, we’re going to heaven. 

We’re not. They’re telling God basically when they live by that 
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kind of a theological orientation that what Christ did on the 

Cross was not adequate or that we would rather choose to go 

to heaven on our own terms and we aren’t going to heaven on 

our own terms, any more than Pharaoh was going to stand in 

the way of the children of Israel being liberated. He’s going to 

lose. It’s going to be ten rounds and God’s not going to be on 

the canvas. God’s going to win. 

 

And here again He is. Now if we’re living by this business and 

we’ve gotten two illustrations, first of all there’s a BODY and 

Christ is the head. We have to come into relationship with 

Him. That’s a relationship of life—the body is interrelated 

with each other so that it can function and life can dwell. 

 

But secondly, we’re a “BRIDE”—that speaks of love. He died 

so that we could come into relationship with Him. 

 

Matthew 7:22, 23 

 

“Many will say unto Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, haven’t we 

done many wonderful works?’ And I’ll say, ‘I never knew you; 

depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’ 

 

Now please don’t go away with the thought that we’re still 

trying to earn our salvation and it’s all up for grabs. 

 

What does 1 John say? 

 

1 John 5:13  
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These are written that you might know that you have eternal 

life. 

 

We don’t have to guess about it! Whether we’re married or not. 

And we know whether we’re a Christian or not. And if we 

don’t, we probably aren’t!  

 

And we better be sure. People who are performance-oriented 

are really unadulterated pains. They’re running around, 

always going here and doing this and doing that and they’ve 

got their tongue hanging out.  

 

David Seamands wrote the book called Healing Grace. He says 

this: 

 

(Healing Grace by David A. Seamands) 

 

Let’s face it, performance-oriented Christians are hard to live 

with. They are hard on themselves, hard on their spouses, and 

hard on their kids. Much of my marriage and family 

counseling involves partners of this kind. Someone has said, 

“Perfectionists are those who take great pains and give them 

to others.” To which I would add, “Mostly in the neck!” It was 

the great Sam Shoemaker who stated, “Everyone has a 

problem, is a problem, or has to live with a problem.” We could 

restate this, “Perfectionists have a problem, are a problem, 

and create a problem for those who live with them.”  

p. 19  

 

It’s not performance. It is this personal relationship with 
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Christ. 

 

She “made herself ready.” 

 

1 John 3:3 

 

And every one who has this hope in Him purifies himself, even 

as He is pure. 

 

2 Corinthians 7:1 

 

Having these promises, dearly beloved, we cleanse ourselves 

from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 

the fear of God. 

 

v. 8 And it was given to her that she should clothe 

herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine 

linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  

 

“And it was given to her that she should clothe herself in fine 

linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts 

of the saints.” 

 

Now she’s getting ready for the wedding and she’s clothed “in 

the righteous acts”—the things that remain for reward are the 

basis for the garments that she wears in the wedding. 

 

“righteous acts of the saints.” 

 

Now let’s understand, a marriage in those days and a 
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marriage today, because they’re different. In those days a 

wedding had three phases and kids of today don’t realize how 

fortunate they are because in those days the parents entered 

into a contract when the kids were too young to get married 

that they were going to get married when they reached the 

age of being able to marry.  

 

Then the second phase comes when the groom goes to the 

bride’s house to claim his bride, along with his friends. Then 

he brings his bride back to his house and they consummate 

the marriage there at his house and they have a week of 

feasting—that’s what’s in John 2. 

 

Now how do we apply that biblically? We entered into a 

contractual relationship when we received Jesus Christ.  

 

John 10:28 

 

I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish, 

neither shall anyone pluck them out of my hand. 

 

We became a part of the bride the moment we received Christ. 

We entered into that contractual, unconditional covenant. God 

does not change His mind. We can know. God’s reputation is 

at stake. He gives to us eternal life and we shall never perish. 

 

Secondly, that’s REDEMPTION. But secondly is RAPTURE. 

 

What is RAPTURE? It is Christ, the groom, coming to take 

His bride to His house. 
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And what’s CONSUMMATION? The marriage supper of the 

Lamb—and we’re looking at that now. 

 

We are moving into some great stuff here! 

 

v. 9 And he is saying to me, “Write: Blessed are those 

who have been invited to the banquet of the 

wedding of the Lamb.” And he is saying to me, 

“These are true words of God.”  

 

“And he is saying to me, ‘Write: Blessed are those who have 

been invited to the banquet of the wedding of the Lamb.’ And 

he is saying to me, ‘These are true words of God.”’ 

 

We can stake our life on it.  

 

Now the little word “Blessed”—remember we said back there 

at the beginning of our studies in chapter 14, it occurs seven 

times in the book of Revelation. Here’s another one of those. 

 

“Blessed”—Oh the joys—“of those who have been invited to 

the banquet of the wedding of the Lamb.” 

 

Now if we know Christ, we know we’re coming to the “wedding 

of the Lamb” because we’re part of the bride. But who is this 

gigantic guest list that’s going to be there for the wedding? 

Well we have a few: 

 

1. First of all, righteous ISRAEL is going to be there. 
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2. Secondly, the OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS are going to be 

there. We might be sitting next to Abraham. Wouldn’t that be 

fun? Joseph—somebody else—maybe one of the martyrs from 

the early church.  

 

3. The 144,000 are probably going to sing for the wedding! 

They’re going to go all out here. 

 

4. And then all of those who have been MARTYRED for the 

cause of Christ—that great multitude we just got through 

seeing that was saying, “Hallelujah” in the beginning of the 

chapter—are part of the great wedding supper of the Lamb. 

 

Fantastic beginning to the Kingdom! That’s the way it all 

starts—with a wedding. It’s a thousand-year reign of Christ 

here on the earth and we rule and reign with Him! 

 

By the way, Hebrews 11 is another partial guest list of those 

people who, there by faith throughout the ages, have come 

into relationship with God, they too are going to be here at the 

wedding supper of the Lamb. 

 

Now we’re going to talk about the Kingdom in our next study, 

okay? Revelation 20 is the Kingdom so we’ll get into that. And 

then in Revelation 21 and 22 we’re going to talk about the 

eternal state. What heaven is like and all of that. 

 

John gets so excited he forgets who he’s worshipping. He just 

wanders around and falls at the feet of an angel again. He 
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does this two or three times.  

 

v. 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he is 

saying to me, “Be seeing to it that you do not do so; 

I am a fellow-bondslave of yours and of your 

brethren who are holding the testimony of Jesus. 

Worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the 

spirit of prophecy.”  

 

“And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he is saying to me, 

‘Be seeing to it that you do not do so; I am a fellow-bondslave 

of yours and of your brethren who are holding the testimony of 

Jesus. Worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 

prophecy.”’ 

 

Sure wish there were more preachers today that’d do that. 

“Don’t worship me! Worship the Lord! Honor Him! Christ 

must increase and I must decrease.” And the angel here says 

that very thing that needs to be said, and that is, focus 

everything upon Christ. 

 

Ready? Heaven was opened in chapter 4 to let us in to take a 

look. Now it’s opened to let Christ out. Here we come! Oh boy 

this gets good! 

 

v. 11 And I saw heaven opened; and behold! a white 

horse, and He who is sitting upon it is called: 

Faithful and True; and in righteousness He is 

judging and waging war.  
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“And I saw heaven opened;”—Oh boy!—“and behold! a white 

horse, and He who is sitting upon it is called: Faithful and 

True;”—Christ was called those titles back in the letters to the 

seven churches last fall when we were studying this—“and in 

righteousness He is judging and waging war.” 

 

He is now coming back to earth. He’s got the Battle of 

Armageddon in front of Him and then the Kingdom. 

 

We’re not looking forward to the Second Coming, we’re looking 

forward to the Rapture of the Church. If we’re looking forward 

to the Second Coming, we’re going to go through this whole 

stuff down here on earth. The thing we’re looking for as a part 

of the bride is the coming of the groom to take the bride away 

in the Rapture before this happens. 

 

Now, the reason that there is that confusion is many, many 

people who are prominent, public ministers believe there is 

only going to be a Second Coming to wrap this all up. We will 

see the reasons why here in the verses to show the distinction. 

 

They say, “Oh isn’t it wonderful? The Second Coming might 

happen in our lifetime!” 

 

Basically what they’re saying is, when Christ comes in His 

Second Coming it’s going to go “Woohoo!” We’re going to go UP 

and then come right back down with Him. Just like that. It’s 

all going to happen all together and it’s all going to happen 

after all this holocaust takes place—He’s going to come and 

set up His Kingdom. 
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And then there are those who don’t even believe in a Kingdom. 

There are those who believe that this is the Kingdom. Perish 

the thought that it would be such! But there are those, 

conservative evangelical scholars, who believe that.  

 

Here are the verses that give us some real questions that we 

need to think about: 

 

John 14:1-3—these are hours before Calvary. Just a few 

hours, they’re in the Upper Room: 

 

John 14:1-3 

 

“Don’t let your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also 

in Me. In my Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it 

were not so, I would have told you; I am going to prepare a 

place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I am 

going to come again and receive you unto Myself; that where I 

am, there you may be also. 

 

“I’m going to welcome you to your new home. I’m going to 

receive you.” 

 

1 Corinthians 15:51-54 

 

Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep in physical 

death, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall 
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be changed. For this perishable must put on imperishable, and 

this mortal must put on immortality. Then we’ll come about 

the same that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

 

Now here’s the passage that is so important.  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17 

 

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 

with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; 

[now get that] and the dead in Christ shall rise first. [They’re 

going to get their new bodies instantaneously.] Then we who 

are alive and remain [walking down here on the earth] shall 

be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. 

 

Now that can’t be what we’re doing here in this passage. We’re 

coming back, heaven’s been opened, and we’re coming back 

with Him to set up the Kingdom. We’re coming back to earth 

to fight the Battle of Armageddon and to go into the Kingdom!  

 

The Rapture is a meeting in the air. The word is “caught up.” 

In Latin it’s rapio. We get rape from it—carried away. We’re 

snatched out. 

 

There are many illustrations of this in scripture.  

 

“Enoch walked with God and he was not because the Lord 

snatched him (took him out, took him home).” (ref. Genesis 

5:24) 
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They were having such rich fellowship, the Lord just said, 

“Come onto My house Enoch. You know you don’t need to stay 

here anymore.” 

 

And remember Elijah the prophet, caught up in a whirlwind. 

And what did the other prophets say? “Let us go look for him. 

Maybe the Spirit of God dropped him somewhere else.” (ref. 2 

Kings 2:16) They went out for four days trying to find him and 

they couldn’t find him. The Lord took him home! 

 

And then we have the same word occurring in Acts 8. 

Remember Philip, he was down here on the Gaza Strip, 

witnessing to this Ethiopian Eunuch, gets up in the chariot, 

reads Isaiah 53 to him, leads him to Christ, stops at the river, 

baptizes him, and then it says “The Spirit of God snatched 

away Philip, and the eunuch went on his way rejoicing” in his 

new faith and God had other assignments for Philip. (ref. Acts 

8:39) 

 

He snatched him away. And there’s no problem with that. As 

soon as He said, “That’s it!” and a trumpet blows, it’s snatch 

time! We’re going! All believers! 

 

Not to scare anyone, but it could happen tonight because 

there’s nothing, absolutely nothing, standing in the way of 

that. No temple has to be built, no gospel’s got to go to the end 

of the ages like so many of these guys say. Christ can come in 

the Rapture tonight! And a lot of the stuff already in the world 

would make a lot of sense that would set it up for the 
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Tribulation which we have looked at in Revelation 6 down to 

19. 

 

Now, having said that, listen to the description of the Second 

Coming of Christ in: 

 

Zechariah 14:3, 4 

 

Then the Lord will go out and fight against those nations, as 

he fights in the day of battle. On that day his feet will stand 

on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, and the Mount of 

Olives will be split in two from east to west, forming a great 

valley, with half of the mountain moving north and half 

moving south. 

 

He comes down, His feet touch the Mount of Olives, it splits, 

He rides across the Kedron Valley—remember, He did that on 

Palm Sunday? They said, “The kingdom is here. Hosanna, the 

king is coming.” (ref. Mark 11:10) He rode on a little donkey, 

they put down the palm branches, He went through the 

eastern gate. Now this time the King is coming and He’s going 

to set up His Kingdom! He’s not going to be crucified and 

rejected! That was the first time!  

 

Now He rides through the eastern gate that’s still closed there 

in the old Jerusalem Wall and He comes to set up His 

Kingdom there in the city of Jerusalem. That’s the Second 

Coming of Christ. 

 

Now Christ said exactly the same thing in Matthew 24. For in 
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Matthew 24, it was Wednesday afternoon. And while He was 

sitting out there on the hillside, on that Wednesday afternoon, 

He gave them the signs of His coming. And He described for 

them what it was like.  

 

So if we want to read more of the Second Coming, read 

Matthew 24. It would fit into it. Listen to these words: 

 

Matthew 24:27-31 

 

“For just as the lightning comes from the east, and flashes to 

the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. Wherever 

the corpses, there the vultures will gather. But immediately 

after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, 

and he moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from 

the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken, and 

then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and 

then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 

the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power 

and great glory. And He will send forth His angels with a 

great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the 

four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. 

 

He’s coming to set up His Kingdom. Now look how He’s 

described in verse 12. 

 

v. 12 And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His 

head are many royal crowns; having a name which 

has been written which no one is knowing except 

Himself.  
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“And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many 

royal crowns; having a name which has been written which no 

one is knowing except Himself.” 

 

Now, isn’t this neat? This is where we can really tell whether 

or not a teacher of prophecy is really on target.  

 

For a teacher of prophecy after all has got to tell us the secrets 

of the unknown. “You know the Lord spoke unto me and He 

revealed to me the name that is written here that no one 

knows! King of kings! Faithful and true! Word of God! The 

name is Jesus.” 

 

Why can’t we—we’ve got curiosity kills the cat, don’t we? Why 

can’t we just say nobody’s going to know that name? And He’s 

the only one that knows it. And when we get to Glory, we’re 

going to find it out. That’s one of the reasons we get excited 

about it. We get all our questions answered up there. 

 

What was that name that nobody knew? Somebody’s going to 

ask that. That’s going to be great!  

 

He’s going to say, “Well that name was…” And He’s going to 

tell us what it is. But up till now, just forget it! Don’t listen to 

these weird guys that make all these projections and stuff 

because they don’t know what they’re talking about. 
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v. 13 And He has been clothed with a garment which 

has been stained with blood. And His name has 

been called The Word of God.  

 

“And He has been clothed with a garment which has been 

stained with blood.” 

 

Throughout eternity we’re going to be reminded of the cost of 

our being there. It is the stained blood of our Savior who loved 

us so much He gave His life. 

 

“And His name has been called The Word of God.” 

 

John 1:1 

 

In the beginning was the Word. The Word was with God and 

the Word was God.  

 

He is the creator! He’s also the judge.  

 

v. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in 

fine linen, white and clean, were following Him 

upon white horses.  

 

“And the armies which are in heaven,”—that’s us—“clothed in 

fine linen, white and clean,”—there we are—“were following 

Him upon white horses.” 

 

We’re coming down for the Battle of Armageddon and the 

Kingdom.  
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Now it’s time to sing with Bill and Gloria Gaither, “The King 

is coming!”  

 

“You can hear the chariots rumble. 

You can see the marching throng.” 

(source unknown) 

 

There it is! 

 

v. 15 And out of His mouth there is proceeding a sharp 

sword, in order that with it He should strike down 

the nations; and He shall shepherd them with an 

iron scepter; and He is treading the wine press of 

the wine of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.  

 

“And out of His mouth there is proceeding a sharp sword,” 

 

That was back in chapter 1, by the way. We have a sharp two-

edged sword: 

 

“in order that with it He should strike down the nations; and 

He shall shepherd them with an iron scepter;”—that’s Psalm 

2—“and He is treading the wine press of the wine of the fierce 

wrath of God, the Almighty.” 

 

“He is trampling out the vintage 

where the grapes of wrath are stored.” 

(source unknown) 
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When He comes back to earth, Satan in his final onslaught 

has all of the nations of the world ready to wipe out Christ 

and His Kingdom. The whole world is waiting for Christ to 

destroy Him. And that’s the Battle of Armageddon.  

 

Just like Saddam Hussein is the Lone Ranger over there with 

all the nations of the world boycotting him and holding him at 

bay, the day is coming when Christ comes and all the nations 

of the world have been successfully aligned against the Christ. 

And then He speaks the Word. 

 

Hebrews 4:12 

 

…the word of God is quick and powerful and sharper than any 

two-edged sword… 

 

The Word of God—He speaks it and it’s done.  

 

v. 16 And He is having upon His garment and upon His 

thigh a name which has been written, “King of 

kings and Lord of lords.”  

 

“And He is having upon His garment and upon His thigh the 

name which has been written, ‘King of kings and Lord of 

lords.”’ 

 

The King is here. 

 

v. 17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he 

cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the birds 
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that are flying in mid-heaven, “Come, be gathered 

together for the great supper of God;  

 

“And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried out with 

a loud voice, saying to all the birds that are flying in mid-

heaven, ‘Come, be gathered together for the great supper of 

God;” 

 

Now that’s not the marriage supper of the Lamb. This is the 

vultures ready to feast on blue ribbon human flesh here. 

 

v. 18 in order that you may eat the flesh of kings and 

the flesh of commanders and the flesh of mighty 

men and the flesh of horses and of those who are 

sitting on them and the flesh of all men, both 

freemen and slaves, and small and great.  

 

“in order that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of 

commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of 

horses and of those who are sitting on them and the flesh of 

all men, both freemen and slaves, the small and the great.” 

 

v. 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and 

their armies gathered together to make war against 

Him who is sitting on the horse and against His 

army.  

 

“And I saw the beast”—that’s the world leader—“and the 

kings of the earth”—all of them aligned with him—“and their 

armies gathered together to make war against Him who is 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



40 

 

sitting on the horse and against His army.” 

 

The battle lines have been drawn. 

 

v. 20 And the beast was seized and with him the false 

prophet who performed the signs before him, by 

which he deceived those who received the mark of 

the beast and those who are worshiping his image. 

The two were thrown alive into the lake of fire 

burning with brimstone.  

 

“And the beast was seized and with him the false prophet who 

performed the signs before him, by which he deceived those 

who received the mark of the beast and those who are 

worshiping his image.”— understand all of that?—“The two 

were thrown alive into the lake of fire burning with 

brimstone.” 

 

That’s going to occur three times in our next study. We need to 

talk about that. Is there such a place? What is it? And what’s 

going on?  

 

We know that there are two residents there now—the world 

leader and the false prophet have been thrown there. 

 

Now it’s interesting that New Age theology sees the reverse. 

Listen to Lutzer in his book describe what Benjamin Crème, 

the male counterpart to Marilyn Ferguson (New Age writer), 

says about the coming false messiah: 
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(Satan’s Evangelistic Strategy For This New Age by Erwin W. 

Lutzer & John F. DeVries) 

 

Benjamin Creme believes that when the New Messiah 

(actually Antichrist) comes, he will prove to be taller than 

Jesus of Nazareth; the Christ of the New Testament, Creme 

believes, [that he] will lose the final contest. [That is the 

Christ of the New Testament.] 

p. 158  

 

See how Satan works it? It’s a total reversal of theological 

position and they’re barking these signals. We have John 

Naisbett in the beginning of the study saying it’s impossible 

that Christ is going to come. Doesn’t that sound great?  

 

It would be like being invaded with spaceships that have New 

Age theology and the fundamental Christians are just as 

weird. They say that Christ is going to come again. And then 

here Benjamin Crème, at the end of the thing, says the one 

who’s going to really win is the false messiah, the one who’s 

still coming. 

 

v. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword of Him 

who is sitting upon the horse, which sword 

proceeded out of His mouth. And all the birds 

gorged themselves with their flesh. 

 

“And the rest were killed with the sword of Him who is sitting 

upon the horse,”—that’s the Word of God—“which sword 

proceeded out of His mouth. And all the birds gorged 
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themselves with their flesh.” 

 

We have the following lessons from our passage: 

 

Lesson #1: “Salvation and glory and power belong to our God.” 

 

We’ve learned that in the first verses. The only way we’re 

going to get it is as a gift from Him. 

 

Lesson #2: We are introduced to the kingdom with the 

“Hallelujah” chorus. 

 

Lesson #3: The wedding of the Lamb and His bride represents 

Christ and His church. 

 

Lesson #4: The second coming of Christ and the rapture of the 

church are two different events. 

 

Lesson #5: The sharp sword of the Word of God is the 

instrument of judgment. 

 

“He that rejects Me and My word has one that judges him. 

The word that I have spoken, the same so judge him in the 

last day.” (John 12:48) 

 

Lesson #6: The battle of Armageddon brings about the total 

annihilation of the world’s armies. 

 

It sets the stage for the Kingdom.  
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Now Christ rules unrivaled over His Kingdom that’s been 

promised. 

 

Listen to this carefully: 

 

(Know the Face of God: Deepening Your Personal Relationship 

with God by Tim Stafford) 

 

In one of his letters to Arthur Greeves, C.S. Lewis 

remarked about the danger in thinking about spiritual things, 

particularly for imaginative people: “We read of spiritual 

efforts, and our imagination makes us believe that, because 

we enjoy the idea of doing them, we have done them. I am 

appalled to see how much of the change which I thought I had 

undergone lately was only imaginary. The real work seems 

still to be done. [Now get this.] It is so fatally easy to confuse 

an aesthetic appreciation of the spiritual life with the life 

itself—to dream that you have [awakened], washed, and 

dressed, and then to find yourself still in bed.” 

p. 238  

 

There are so many people in religious circles who are 

imagining, because they’ve been around it, they’ve read it, 

they’ve thought it, they know it, they’ve experienced, and they 

haven’t. They have no evidence whatsoever in their lives that 

they have entered into a personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Joseph Bayly wrote a book called Out of My Mind and he tells 

this story, and with this we close: 
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(Out of My Mind by Joseph Bayly) 

 

Ever fish with two boys—one ten, the other three?  

You’ll find it’s lots of fun, if it’s anything like our fishing 

trip up French Creek—even though we fished for several 

hours and didn’t catch anything. 

But there were motor boats and bees to watch, lines to 

unsnarl, sandwiches to munch on. And wild flowers to look at 

and smell. 

Then all of a sudden Joe had a bite. He got excited, and 

when he reeled in, we found that sure enough it was a bass—

only, disappointingly, too small to keep. 

But to Danny’s three-year-young eyes the little bass was 

infinitely larger than the tiny minnows Joe—and Danny—had 

been using for bait. And so he came running, his drop-line 

getting all tangled up in the underbrush that edged the creek. 

The excited words that came tumbling out revealed that I 

had not sufficiently explained the nature of fishing to my little 

boy. 

“Daddy,” he begged, “turn my little fish into a big one like 

Joey’s!” 

So I explained fishing to him, and later I thought of my 

life—for there’s a lot of time to think when you’re fishing and 

they’re not biting. 

I thought of the kind of Christian I want to be—a strong 

one, a mature one. I thought how I’d like to go to a meeting, 

make a decision or raise my hand, and suddenly be a spiritual 

giant. But that hasn’t been God’s method—He hasn’t suddenly 

turned me from a little fish into a big one. Instead, as in all 
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His growth processes, change is gradual, growth takes time. 

He does make changes, but few are accomplished overnight. 

And, as in fishing when they’re not biting, so in Christian 

growth: patience is one important element. How does patience 

grow? “Tribulation worketh patience.” 

 

It’s been months since I wrote the above words. And I was 

wrong—at least partly so. 

I wasn’t wrong about the way I grow, painfully slowly 

rather than overnight. Nor was I wrong about the importance 

of patience and how it grows. 

I wasn’t wrong about Danny, now almost five. For last 

Tuesday morning he was only a little fish. But at twenty 

minutes after two that afternoon Danny suddenly became a 

big fish—his growing love for the Lord Jesus instantly 

complete, all sin gone forever, his little red pajamas 

exchanged for the pure white robe of Jesus’ righteousness. 

pp. 191-92  

 

We can be confident—Philippians 1:6: “That He who began a 

good work in you will continue to perform it until the day of 

Jesus Christ.”  

 

And when we step in His presence, “soon we shall be like for 

we shall see Him as He is.” (ref. 1 John 3:2)  

 

Instantaneously transformed. 

 

Father, we thank You for the King is coming. We thank You 

for this glorious passage that has just been so exhilarating to 
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us. Traveling through all these passages of judgment and 

sorrow and bloodshed, and now we’ve come to the whole 

purpose of everything and that’s Your Kingdom. Father, may 

we tell You afresh, You are King and we’re submitting. We 

want to live our lives under the authority and the direction of 

the King. We love You and rejoice in what You have done as a 

King to give Your life that we might have life. And may we 

respond to that too. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Twenty-One – The Rider on the White 

Horse – Revelation 19:1-21      NOTES 

 
v. 1 After these things I heard a great sound like that of a great 

multitude in heaven, saying, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and 

power belong to our God; 

v. 2 because His judgments are true and righteous; for He has 

judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her 

immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bondservants 

from her hand.” 

v. 3 And a second time they said, “Hallelujah! And her smoke is 

ascending forever and forever.” 

v. 4 And the twenty-four elders and the four living beings fell down 

and worshiped God who is sitting on the throne, saying, “Amen. 

Hallelujah.” 

v. 5 And a voice came out from the throne, saying, “Be giving 

praise to our God, all those who are His bondslaves, those who are 

fearing Him, the small and the great.” 

v. 6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude and like 

the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunders, 

saying, “Hallelujah! because the Lord our God, the Almighty, 

reigns. 

v. 7 Let us be rejoicing and let us be glad, and let us give the glory 

to Him, because the wedding of the Lamb has come, and His bride 

has made herself ready.” 

v. 8 And it was given to her that she should clothe herself in fine 

linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of 

the saints. 

v. 9 And he is saying to me, “Write: Blessed are those who have 

been invited to the banquet of the wedding of the Lamb.” And he is 

saying to me, “These are true words of God.” 
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            NOTES 
v. 10 And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he is saying to me, 

“Be seeing to it that you do not do so; I am a fellow-bondslave of 

yours and of your brethren who are holding the testimony of Jesus. 

Worship God. For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.” 

v. 11 And I saw heaven opened; and behold! a white horse, and He 

who is sitting upon it is called: Faithful and True; and in 

righteousness He is judging and waging war. 

v. 12 And His eyes are a flame of fire, and upon His head are many 

royal crowns; having a name which has been written which no one 

is knowing except Himself. 

v. 13 And He has been clothed with a garment which has been 

stained with blood. And His name has been called The Word of 

God. 

v. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 

white and clean, were following Him upon white horses. 

v. 15 And out of His mouth there is proceeding a sharp sword, in 

order that with it He should strike down the nations; and He shall 

shepherd them with an iron scepter; and He is treading the wine 

press of the wine of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty. 

v. 16 And He is having upon His garment and upon His thigh a 

name which has been written, “King of kings and Lord of lords.” 

v. 17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried out 

with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that are flying in mid-

heaven, “Come, be gathered together for the great supper of God; 

v. 18 in order that you may eat the flesh of kings and the flesh of 

commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses 

and of those who are sitting on them and the flesh of all men, both 

freemen and slaves, and small and great. 

v. 19 And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their 

armies gathered together to make war against Him who is sitting 

on the horse and against His army. 

v. 20 And the beast was seized and with him the false prophet who 

performed the signs before him, by which he deceived those who 

received the mark of the beast and those who are worshiping his 

image. The two were thrown alive into the lake of fire burning 

with brimstone. 

v. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword of Him who is sitting 

upon the horse, which sword proceeded out of His mouth. And all 

the birds gorged themselves with their flesh. 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 19:1-21 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the great sound of verse 1? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the response of the elders and living beings, 

according to verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

4. Why all the rejoicing in verses 6-8? 

 

 

 

 

5. What happens to John in verse 10? 
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6. Who is the one riding on the white horse in verses 11-13? 

 

 

 

 

7. What is the significance of the sharp sword in verse 15? 

 

 

 

 

8. What is written upon his garment and his thigh, according 

to verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: “Salvation and glory and power belong to our 

God.” 

 

LESSON #2: We are introduced to the kingdom with the 

“Hallelujah” chorus. 

 

LESSON #3: The wedding of the Lamb and His bride 

represents Christ and His church. 

 

LESSON #4: The second coming of Christ and the rapture of 

the church are two different events. 

 

LESSON #5: The sharp sword of the Word of God is the 

instrument of judgment. 

 

LESSON #6: The battle of Armageddon brings about the total 

annihilation of the world’s armies. 
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