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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Twenty-Two – The Millennium – 

Revelation 20:1-15 

 

 

Rebecca Manley Pippert in her book Hope Has Its Reasons 

tells the story of how important it is to have a right 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  

 

(Hope Has Its Reasons: From the Search for Self to the 

Surprise of Faith by Rebecca Manley Pippert 

 

Never was the awesome importance of what we decide 

more poignant to me than in the recent death of my Uncle 

Roger, [he was] the kindest, warmest man I have ever known. 

[He was] A marathon runner and the picture of health, he was 

abruptly diagnosed as having terminal cancer at the age of 

sixty. … One morning I received a call from my mother telling 

me he was not expected to live through the day. Only one 

thought plagued me: Though he was a wonderful man, by his 

own admission he had not put his faith in God. Now it seemed 

too late. I could not get home to Illinois soon enough to talk 

with him, and he was lapsing into semi-coma. But the thought 

that I would not share eternity with him in God’s presence, 

was more than I could bear. There was only one thing to do—
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pray… 

So my friend and I prayed. We prayed that God would not 

let Roger die before he had clearly heard the message of the 

gospel, and that he would receive it and believe. … 

That night my mother called and said, “No one can believe it, 

but Roger was suddenly alert, eyes opened and [he was] 

talking. Now the doctors wonder if he might [live a month or 

so.” … But his alertness lasted only that evening—thankfully 

giving him time to talk to his wife and children. Then he sank 

again. It was now very clear that death was not [very] far 

away. … 

I walked with Wes [my husband] through the park, 

asking God for the same thing we had ever since we received 

the news—for Roger to revive long enough to hear the 

message and for someone on the spot to take the initiative to 

talk to him. Then something remarkable happened. A 

hometown doctor, [by the name of] Roger Weiss, who was a 

friend of the family and a Christian, felt an inner urge to go to 

the hospital and share the gospel with Uncle Roger. … Roger 

suddenly woke up [at 4:55 p.m.] out of the coma and smiled, 

and the first thing he did was ask about his mother, concerned 

about her. He was totally alert. Nurses began flying around. 

No one could believe he had revived again. At 5:00 p.m. in 

walked Dr. Weiss. 

For the next twenty minutes Dr. Weiss talked with [my] 

Uncle Roger. He told him, “You are one of the finest men I 

have known. But have you done things wrong in your life, 

Roger? Things you truly regret?” 

“Oh yes, [a lot of them],” Roger said. 

“Jesus came to forgive the wrong we’ve done,” the doctor 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



3 

 

said. “He died to put it right because, as good as you are, being 

good isn’t enough. We have all fallen short of God’s standards. 

We are all guilty of not making him the center of our lives. 

Jesus is here. He wants to reach out to you, even in this last 

hour. He longs to forgive you. But you are the only one who 

can make that decision. The ball is in your court. Do you 

understand everything I am saying?” ... 

“Yes,” ... “I just wish you had told me this sooner.” There 

was a moment of silence and Roger said, “I’m not ready yet. I 

need more time to think about it.” 

Dr. Weiss answered warmly, “God loves you so much, he 

may give you more time. I pray that he will.” … 

While Roger was still alert the family was able to say 

goodbye. A few hours later, my mother, Uncle Roger’s only 

[sister], came in. “Do you remember when Dr. Weiss was here 

and what he talked about?” she asked. “Yes, I do.” he 

responded. “I just want you to know that I can’t bear the 

thought of spending eternity without you either.” He smiled 

and thanked her saying, “I’m still thinking about it.” 

Shortly after that he went back into a semi-coma… Suddenly 

Roger looked directly at his daughter, Megan, and said in a 

clear voice and with clear eyes, “Meg, did you see him …?” 

“Did I see whom, Daddy?” she asked. 

“He came to me. He came right here to my bed. ...” 

“Dad,” she said. “I’m not sure what you mean. But I have 

something very important to tell you. It means everything to 

me. Do you remember what Dr. Weiss and Sue talked to you 

about?” 

“Yes, I do,” he answered. 

“Dad, I hope you will choose to give your life to Jesus.” 
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He did not speak for a moment. Then he said, “I already 

have, Meg. I asked him. I said yes.” 

Those were the last coherent words Roger ever spoke. He 

slipped into a deep coma. The next morning my mom came to 

stay with him. She held the hand of her only brother and 

eased him into death. “Jesus is here, Roger. He loves you so. 

He’ll take you home now. You’ve suffered [long] enough. Just 

put your hand in his. It’s time to go home.” And he died. 

As Roger died, my airplane was on its way to Champaign, 

[Illinois]. The one thing I prayed for, [was that he would come 

to know Jesus Christ. And all that day all my flights were 

changed, my reservations were made three different times. I 

felt as if I were in a total fog. When I had to change planes in 

Ohio, I called home to see if there was any news. Mother told 

me that Uncle Roger had just died, but … he had died a 

believer. 

Standing in front of the pay telephone with tears 

streaming down my face, I can safely say that I have never 

worshiped God in more purity and fullness than I did at that 

moment. To think that a dying man could say, “I need more 

time,” and God would give it to him. He brings a doctor from 

out of nowhere, wakes Roger up from a coma, all because he 

loves him, and because the choice is that critical. Dr. Weiss 

said it was a celestial commando raid to reach Roger. As I 

boarded the plane on that last leg of the flight to Champaign, 

I thought if only I could share this moment and tell someone 

who means something to me what God has done. I fumbled for 

my ticket with tear-stained eyes to see my seat assignment. I 

sat down, sighed deeply, and looked over at the passenger in 

the seat next to me. There to my utter astonishment was my 
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brother, Bob, on his way from Miami to Champaign. 

pp. 199-203  

 

This passage of scripture really focuses a lot on that. We’re 

going to be talking about the millennium—the Kingdom. Now 

let’s go back: 

 

Revelation 1:19 

 

Write the things which you saw, the things which are, and the 

things which shall be hereafter. 

 

“Things which you saw”—PAST—the vision of Christ,  

chapter 1 

 

“The things which are”—PRESENT—the letters to the seven 

churches, chapters 2 and 3. 

 

“The things which shall be hereafter”—FUTURE—chapters  

4-22. 

 

Now when we divide 4-22 up: 

 

1. chapter 4 is the picture of the THRONE, 

 

2. chapter 5 is the LITTLE BOOK, and 

 

3. chapters 6-19 is the TRIBULATION PERIOD—we’ve just 

finished that.  
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We had the Battle of Armageddon, the marriage supper of the 

Lamb in our last study together. 

 

4. Chapter 20 is the MILLENNIUM—this is the Kingdom. 

 

In our next study we’re going to talk about: 

 

5. the ETERNAL STATE.  

 

What the two chapters have to say about heaven is going to 

come to our attention in these last two studies. 

 

Now as the scene of our study opens, the curse has been lifted. 

We are now ready for the response to the prayer: 

 

Matthew 6:10 

 

Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. 

 

This is probably one of the greatest chapters in the Bible. Now 

let’s talk just a minute about what we mean by 

MILLENNIUM—milli means “thousand.” We’re talking about 

a thousand year reign of Christ here on the earth following 

the Tribulation.  

 

He comes back in His Second Coming with the church, the 

Battle of Armageddon is fought, we have the marriage supper 

of the Lamb, and we have a thousand year reign of Christ. 

That’s where we are in our study. 
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After the thousand year reign of Christ, here are some things 

that happened—we’ll see in the chapter before we conclude. 

 

There are three different schools with regard to the Kingdom: 

 

1. There are the POSTMILLENNIALISTS—and there aren’t 

too many of those. They’re the ones who say the world is 

getting better and better and eventually Christ is going to 

come. And after three world wars and a great depression and 

all that, a lot of those people have fallen out of that position. 

But there are still some that hold onto that. 

 

2. Then by enlarge, probably the greatest number of people 

and the ones in ministry are people who are called 

AMILLENNIALISTS. They believe that we are in the 

millennium. There is no millennium other than what we’ve 

got. They spiritualize all of the promises that are given and 

are in this study and make them refer to the present time. 

They make it fit in the “now.” 

 

3. Then the third position is the PREMILLENNIAL 

position. A premillennialist believes that Christ is going to 

come before the millennium and He is going to rule and reign 

in fulfillment of all of those promises. 

 

Now there’s one other school of thought—PAN-

MILLENNIALIST. They believe “it’s all going to pan out in 

the end.”  

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



8 

 

In Luke 1—at the birth of Jesus Christ—we hear: 

 

Luke 1:32, 33 

 

“He will be great, He will be called the Most High; and the 

Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; and He 

will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom 

will have no end.” 

 

Does he mean that or is that just a bunch of statements there 

that have no relevance?  

 

That has not been fulfilled and He is indeed going to come 

back and rule and reign, the Son of the Most High, on the 

throne of His Father David. 

 

Now we can formulate our own opinions.  

 

v. 1 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, 

having the key of the abyss and a great chain upon his 

hand. 

 

“And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the 

key of the abyss and a great chain upon his hand.” 

 

The last time we saw “the abyss” was back under the trumpet 

judgments in chapter 9—the fifth trumpet—Satan came down 

with the key to the abyss. He opened it and out came all those 

horrendous creatures that went about stinging everybody and 

the sad, sad violence that took place under that fifth trumpet. 
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Now we haven’t seen the abyss since then. 

 

It’s the place—“the abyss” is the prison house of all the fallen 

angels who fell with Satan in that initial rebellion. 

 

Now “an angel” has that “key to the abyss” and a “chain.” Look 

what he does—verse 2. 

 

v. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the ancient snake, 

who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for one 

thousand years,  

 

“And he laid hold of the dragon, the ancient snake, who is the 

Devil and Satan, and bound he him for one thousand years,” 

 

Now every time we see Satan referred to, he’s named by all 

four of those names. It’s like we want to be sure we don’t miss 

who he is. And, on top of that, we don’t just spiritualize him as 

some weird guy in a red suit with horns and a pitchfork.  

 

He is pictured here in all four of his titles: 

 

1. He’s cruel like a “DRAGON.” 

 

2. He’s cunning like a “SERPENT.” 

 

3. He is an adversary, the “DEVIL,” 

 

4. And he is an accuser of the brethren—“SATAN”—all four 

titles. 
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5. And he is bound by this chain “for one thousand years.” 

 

v. 3 and threw him into the abyss, and locked and 

sealed it over him, in order that he should not deceive 

the nations any longer, until the thousand years have 

been brought to an end. After these things it is a 

necessity for him to be set free for a brief period.  

 

“and he threw him into the abyss, and locked it and sealed it 

over him, in order that he should not deceive the nations any 

longer, until the thousand years have been brought to an end. 

After these things it is a necessity for him to be set free for a 

brief period.” 

 

Alright now let’s talk about the verse because there’s a lot of 

things here: 

 

1. First of all, underline the VERBS. 

 

He “laid hold of him,” 

 

verse 2—He threw him into the abyss, he bound him, he threw 

him into the abyss, he locked it and he sealed it over him. 

 

What is the righteous retribution in the ceiling?  

 

Many centuries ago, this same one saw to it that the Son of 

God was sealed in a tomb. And laying there, God’s beloved 

Son, shut up in that tomb but He broke the bans of death 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



11 

 

asunder and has risen from the dead. 

 

Now the PURPOSE is: 

 

“in order that he should not deceive the nations any longer,”—

that is one of His major programs. 

 

If we wanted to figure out what Satan’s trying to do, the main 

thing he wants to do is deceive us. Make us not believe what 

the Bible says. Deceive us about life and about commitment to 

Christ.  

 

Wherever he works, he deceives. And he’s no longer going to 

be able to: 

 

“deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years have 

been brought to an end.” 

 

And now there is a troublesome statement there: 

 

“After these things it is a necessity for him to be set free for a 

brief period of time.” 

 

What is the big deal? We have him in the abyss, why don’t we 

leave him in the abyss?  

 

Lewis Sperry Chafer was asked, “Why does the Lord let Satan 

loose after the thousand year reign? And Chafer just smiled 

and said, “You tell me why you let him loose in the first place 

and I’ll tell you why he let him loose a second time.” We don’t 
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know, but there are some observations that we’re going to 

make before it’s over. 

 

Now how does he “deceive”? He’s “deceiving the nations.” That 

little word “deceive” or “deceiving” is going to occur THREE 

TIMES here.  

 

It’s in verse 3, in verse 8 and it’s in verse 10. That’s exactly 

the way he works. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:3 

 

if our gospel is hid, it’s hid to those who are lost, 

 

2 Corinthians 4:4 

 

in whom the god of this world, Satan, has blinded the minds of 

them that believe not [that’s the first thing] so that they might 

not see the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the 

image of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:11 

 

in order that no advantage be taken over us by Satan; for we 

are not ignorant of his schemes. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:3 

 

I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, 

your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and 
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purity of devotion to Christ. 

 

Now this is the big one—he also can become religious: 

 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 

 

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers disguising 

themselves as the apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even 

Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not 

surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants 

of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds. 

 

He’s “deceiving,” he’s going to be locked up, after the 1,000 

years he’s going to be loosed for a period of time. We’ll see that 

again in just a minute. 

 

Now in verse 4 we have THREE GROUPS: 

 

v. 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and 

judgment was given to them. And I saw the souls of 

those who had been beheaded because of the testimony 

of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who 

did not worship the beast nor his image and did not 

receive the mark upon their forehead and upon their 

hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ one 

thousand years.  

 

“And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment 

was given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the 
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word of God,”—there’s group 2—“and those who did not 

worship the beast nor his image and did not receive the mark 

upon their forehead and upon their hand; and they came to 

life and reigned with Christ one thousand years.” 

 

We have three groups here: 

 

1. The first group is a group of people who sat on thrones 

“and judgment was given to them.” 

 

Now who are they? That’s us! We are the bride. We are the 

church.  

 

It tells us in 1 Corinthians 6 that we are going to judge angels, 

we are going to be those who are going to rule and reign with 

Christ during the Kingdom. And here we are. The church is 

pictured in group number one. 

 

Now who’s group number two? 

 

2. Way back under the fifth seal they were the ones who 

were saying, “How long, O Lord, before you’re going to bring 

judgment upon those who’ve put us here? We’ve been 

beheaded for the cause of Christ, we’ve been devastated, we’ve 

lost our lives. How long’s it going to be?”—“because of the 

testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God,” 

 

3. And then the last group is “those who did not worship the 

beast nor his image and did not receive the mark upon their 

forehead and upon their hand; and they came to life”—were 
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resurrected—“and reigned with Christ one thousand years.” 

 

Now let’s talk about the Resurrection for a minute. There are 

five different groups involved in resurrection. There are four 

of them that we’re going to talk about first and then there’s 

one of them we’re going to talk about when we end the study. 

 

Listen to John 5—this is Jesus talking: 

 

John 5:28, 29 

 

“Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who 

are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and they shall come 

forth; those who did the good deeds, to the resurrection of life, 

those who committed the evil deeds to the resurrection of 

judgment. 

 

Okay, two major resurrections—right?  

 

1. those who are righteous, 

 

2. those who are unrighteous. 

 

Two big ones. 

 

Now listen to these verses: 

 

1 Corinthians 15:22, 23  

 

For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all shall be made alive. 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



16 

 

But each in his own order (rank): Christ the first fruits, after 

that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, 

 

In the first resurrection—which is one we want to be in by the 

way—in the first resurrection there are going to be FOUR 

DIFFERENT STAGES or FOUR DIFFERENT RANKS. And 

those four different ranks are as follows: 

 

1. JESUS CHRIST is the first fruits—that’s already history. 

That’s happened. He’s risen from the dead. He is the first One 

to come to life and to stay alive.  

 

And we have Lazarus and a bunch of others who were raised 

from the dead but they died again after that. They really were 

not resurrected like Christ was, and He is still alive and well. 

 

2. The second group is the CHURCH—that is pre-

Tribulation. That is before the Tribulation Period.  

 

The Rapture takes place, “the dead in Christ shall rise first, 

then those who are alive and remain shall be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 

and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (ref. 1 Thessalonians 

4:17) 

 

That’s the second stage of the first resurrection. 

 

The third stage comes at the end of the Tribulation—where we 

are right now—and the fourth stage also does too. 
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It’s difficult to know which one’s the third and which is the 

fourth because they probably come close to or simultaneously.  

 

3. The third group is all of the people who’ve received Christ 

during the Tribulation Period. These are TRIBULATION 

SAINTS—the people who’ve been beheaded for the cause of 

Christ. We just read about these.  

 

4. The last group is the OLD TESTAMENT SAINTS—these 

are all of those who are made righteous: Abraham, Isaac, 

Jacob, Joseph. The Old Testament saints are raised.  

 

So we have four ranks in that first group. That’s the 

RESURRECTION OF THE RIGHTEOUS. Now we want to be 

in that group because we don’t want to be in the last one.  

 

Okay let’s try to get a handle on what’s going on. These all 

must be resurrected before the Kingdom, because the Old 

Testament saints have been promised it, they’re going to 

experience it. Tribulation saints are going to experience it. 

We’re going to rule and reign with Christ as Christians—we’ve 

got to experience it. And of course, Jesus has already been 

raised from the dead. 

 

This is a great story from Stephen Brown: 

 

(If God Is in Charge by Stephen Brown) 

 

Someone approached an old man who was reading his Bible. 

“What are you reading, old man?” he was asked. 
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“The Book of Revelation,” the elderly man responded. 

“Do you understand it?” 

“Yes, I understand it.” 

“If you understand it,” the questioner went on, “would you 

mind telling me what it says?” 

The old man looked up from his Bible, smiled, and said, “Son, 

it says: God wins.” 

p. 166  

 

That’s all we really need. Just know who’s going to win this 

deal. 

 

v. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 

thousand years were completed. This is the first 

resurrection.  

 

“The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand 

years were completed. This is the first resurrection.” 

 

Alright, the first one is through now and the last part is going 

to be raised at the end of the thousand-year reign of Christ—

and that happens at the end of this study.  

 

“The rest of the dead” are all the unsaved—people who have 

not received Christ. 

 

v. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who is having a share in 

the first resurrection; over these the second death is 

not having authority, but they shall be priests of God 
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and of the Christ. And they shall reign with Him one 

thousand years.  

 

“Blessed”—remember we had the Beatitudes? 

 

“Blessed and holy is the one who is having a share in the first 

resurrection; over these the second death is not having 

authority, but they shall be priests of God and of the Christ. 

And they shall reign with Him one thousand years.” 

 

Now what does it mean when it says, “Blessed and holy is the 

one who is having a share in the first resurrection”? 

 

They’re going to get to take part in the Kingdom. Everybody 

who’s not a Christian doesn’t get to take part in that. Then the 

second thing it says is: 

 

“over those the second death is not having authority.” 

 

What does that mean? What does it mean when it says “the 

second death”? 

 

That simply means a person who is not a Christian is going to 

experience another death besides his physical death. He will 

have a “second death.” 

 

Now we can take a person who’s not a Christian, after he dies, 

bury him, and have his funeral. But he is going to be 

resurrected again and experience death a second time. 

Christians, it’s not like that. When we die physically as 
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Christians, we only die and it’s no big deal. “Absent from the 

body, present with the Lord.” (ref. 2 Corinthians 5:8) 

 

Now we started in the letters to the churches. Don’t ever 

forget it. If we can get a hold of it once, we’ll hang onto it. 

 

“A man born once dies twice. A man who is born twice dies 

once.” 

 

Simple. When we’ve been born physically and we’re born 

again spiritually, we only died once and that’s no big deal. But 

if we’re born once physically and we’re not born again 

spiritually, we’re going to die twice. And we’ll see the “second 

death” in just a few minutes because it’s described here at the 

end of the passage so we’ll just move on from there. 

 

Now we’ve seen the CONTRAST between “the first 

resurrection” and the second, but we’re going to look at the 

rest of it in just a second. 

 

When the 1,000 years are finished, Satan will be set free from 

his prison. Now why?  

 

God wants to demonstrate that even in a perfect environment, 

people are sinners. Now if we can imagine what’s taken place 

in the United States in the last 200 years, imagine 

multiplying that by 5 for 1,000 years. 

 

We’re going to have kids that are born and great grandkids 

that have been born and they’re going to be little rebels. 
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They’re going to be in a perfect environment but they’ve got 

sin and they’re going to form a rebellion. They’re going to be 

candidates for Satan once he gets loose to deceive them and to 

get them on his team. And there is a massive rebellion here 

that takes place once he’s loose. 

 

The Lord wants to be vindicated and demonstrates the fact 

that man is essentially inherently evil and sinful. 

 

Notice what he’s going to do—verse 8.  

 

v. 7 And when the thousand years are finished, Satan 

will be set free from his prison,  

 

“And when the thousand years are finished, Satan will be set 

free from his prison,” 

 

v. 8 and shall go forth to deceive the nations which are 

in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to 

gather them together for the war; their number being 

as the sand of the sea.  

 

“and [he] shall go forth to deceive the nations”—picking up 

right where he left off a thousand years ago.  

 

“which are in the four corners”—north, south, east and west—

“of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the 

war; their number being as the sand of the sea.” 

 

Now we have the term “Gog and Magog.” Some people, when 
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they start they become little fledgling students of prophecy 

and say, “Oh boy! Gog and Magog! Ezekiel 38 and 39.Gog and 

Magog, they go together!” 

 

No they don’t. They’re totally different. 

 

What John is doing here is referring to an intervention right 

at the end of time and before eternity that looks like “Gog and 

Magog” in Ezekiel 38 and 39 because there’s sovereign 

intervention in both of those battles. But there are obviously 

some very strong distinctions between the two. 

 

1. From the MILITARY point of view, Ezekiel presents a 

northern invasion—of course, which is Russia coming down 

against Israel—while John presents a worldwide invasion. 

 

2. DESTRUCTION—Ezekiel describes a destruction which 

involves several different instruments: sword, pestilence, 

blood, heavy rain, hail, fire and brimstone. It is gradual and 

not total. John’s description involves immediate and total 

destruction by fire. 

 

3. It is TEMPORAL—as far as Ezekiel’s battle, it’s 

premillennial and John’s is postmillennial. It’s after the 

thousand-year reign of Christ. 

 

4. The TERMS—Ezekiel uses “Gog” to refer to a military 

leader and “Magog” to refer to the native country of “Gog,” 

while John uses both “Gog and Magog” to refer to the 

countries. 
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5. GEOGRAPHICAL—Ezekiel emphasizes the mountains of 

Israel, while John emphasizes the city of Jerusalem. 

 

6. DISPOSAL—Ezekiel indicates that it takes seven months 

to bury the dead, seven years to burn the weapons and gives 

the name of the burial place as Hamon Gog. John, on the 

other hand, presents simultaneous destruction and disposal. 

 

7. LEADERSHIP—In Ezekiel’s account “Gog” is the leader 

of the army, while in John’s account Satan is in charge. 

 

8. OBJECTIVE OF THE ATTACK—In Ezekiel it involves 

the gain of many material goods, whereas in Revelation it 

involves the destruction of the saints of God and the city of 

Jerusalem 

 

Now listen to the summary statement: 

 

Since these hordes of the two predictions march into Palestine 

and since they both suffer a like overthrow by a divine stroke 

of judgment from the very throne of God, it was quite natural 

for John to speak of the leader and the hordes of this last 

invasion in terms of the former one. 

(source unknown) 

 

So he’s just using terms that are similar to refer to them. 
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v. 9 And they went up over the breadth of the earth and 

surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, 

and fire came down out of heaven and consumed them.  

 

“And they went up over the breadth of the earth and 

surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and 

fire came down out of heaven and consumed them.” 

 

BAM!—“fire came down…and consumed them.” 

 

Now it’s interesting how students of prophecy try to temporize 

this. They say, “fire came down out of heaven”—we had an 

atomic bomb fall—had a holocaust. Why can’t we just say, 

“fire fell”? That’s what it says!  

 

Can God let fire fall? Has God let fire fall? Remember Elijah 

on Mount Carmel? Those worshippers of Baal prayed for six 

hours, they couldn’t get any fire. Elijah says, “We could use a 

little fire down here.” BOOM! It wipes up twelve barrels of 

water, burns the sacrifice, gets everything in the trench—fire 

fell. 

 

Remember the other time fire fell? When Elijah is confronted 

with Ahaziah. Ahaziah is Ahab’s son and he fell out of the 

upper story bedroom onto the patio and wondered if he was 

going to die or not. And so he goes to Beelzebub, the god of the 

flies, to find out and Elijah sends back word that he’s going to 

die. And it really ticks him off so he sends fifty men out to kill 

Elijah. And the captain of the fifty men says to Elijah, “The 

king says come down!” 
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Well remember Elijah says, “If I’m a man of God let fire come 

down!” BOOM! Burnt spot—fifty guys gone. Man we bring out 

fifty more for round two: “The king says come down right 

now!”  

 

“If I’m a man of God may fire come down!” BOOM! Same song, 

second verse—burnt spot. The third group comes out—

Ahaziah’s no quick learner. He sends a third group. When 

they get there, of course, the guy says, “Ah ah ah ah!” Walking 

over charred ground, he becomes a believer.  

 

He finally goes down with him. Fire comes out of heaven and 

fire at the end of the millennium comes out of heaven and 

destroys those who have been deceived by Satan and have 

gone along with the rebellion. 

 

v. 10 And the devil, the one who is deceiving them, was 

thrown in the lake of fire and brimstone, where the 

beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be 

tormented day and night forever and ever.  

 

“And the devil, the one who is deceiving them, was thrown in 

the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false 

prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night 

forever and ever.” 

 

Now where is Satan today? He is not in hell. In fact, he’s not 

the first resident of hell. We learn that “the beast and the 

false prophet” were placed here after the Battle of 
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Armageddon before the Kingdom. 

 

Now after the millennium, Satan is also put there in his 

place—this “lake of fire and brimstone.”  

 

We’re living in a day when people say, “Oh! You don’t want to 

tell me you’re a fire and brimstone preacher, do you?” They’re 

going to say, “Yes! I do. I want to tell you that.”  

 

The “lake of fire” occurs too many times to not take a look at it 

seriously. Of course we just hate to think of Jonathan 

Edwards holding sinners in the hands of an angry God with a 

little slender thread over the fires of hell. That scares us and 

we don’t like that. But we would rather say someone has 

cancer than to let them die thinking they’re alright. And 

scripturally it tells us what happens. 

 

We have a lot of running uphill into the wind right here 

because there are about four or five times this happens. It’s in 

chapter 19 and here it’s four times in these next verses. So we 

have to deal with that issue of the eternal state of those who 

don’t know the Christ! 

 

Scripture doesn’t just talk about that here. It actually 

saturates Christ’s ministry. John the Baptist said in: 

 

Luke 3:7 

 

…flee from the wrath to come.  
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And then Jesus told that story in Luke 16:28, remember? The 

rich man and Lazarus, and the rich man is begging for 

someone to go and dip his finger in water and to slake his 

thirst. And then he begs Abraham, “Please, I have five 

brethren that he may testify unto them lest they also come 

into this place of torment.” 

 

And then get this one: 

 

Matthew 25:41 

 

Then he shall say unto them on the left hand depart from me, 

ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his 

angels. 

 

How about this one: 

 

Matthew 8:12 

 

…where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

Matthew 13:42 

 

And he shall cast them into a furnace of fire; there shall be 

wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

 

Mark 9:44 

 

Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
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Fire! Fire! Fire! 

 

Stephen Brown really puts some sense to it when he says: 

 

(If God Is in Charge... by Stephen Brown) 

 

The problem with hell is not its pain, but its length. You can 

stand anything if you know that [it’s going to come] to an end, 

but hell is forever. For the Christian, nothing painful is 

forever. The time will come when all pain—physical, spiritual, 

and psychological—will be erased from the blackboard, and 

God will chalk up joy. 

p. 161  

 

v. 11 And I saw a great white throne and Him who is 

sitting upon it, from whose face earth and heaven fled 

away, and no place was found for them.  

 

“And I saw a great white throne and Him who is sitting upon 

it, from whose face earth and heaven fled away, and no place 

was found for them.” 

 

Now right here we have the destruction of the old heavens and 

the old earth. If it is going to be destroyed by fire it could be 

that the same ball of fire that dealt with the rebellion also 

consumed the present heavens and earth.  

 

Where do we get that? 

 

Second Peter 3:10 says very clearly: 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



29 

 

 

2 Peter 3:10 

 

The heavens shall pass away with a great noise and the 

elements shall melt with a fervent heat. The earth also and 

the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

 

The old heavens and the old earth are going to be destroyed.  

 

In our next study we get to look at the new heavens and the 

new earth in chapters 21 and 22. But we have to get rid of the 

old first! And it’s right here and all that’s left is a huge “white 

throne.” 

 

And there’s no question as to who’s sitting on that throne 

because John 5:22 says: 

 

John 5:22 

 

…all judgment has been given to the Son. 

 

Christ is sitting on that “throne” and “no place was found for 

them.” 

 

v. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, 

standing before the throne, and the books were opened; 

and another book was opened which is the book of life; 

and the dead were judged from the things which had 

been written in the books, according to their works.  
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“And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before 

the throne, and the books were opened;” 

 

Now notice this: 

 

“and another book was opened which is the book of life;” 

 

Okay, there’s a bunch of books that are opened. And then 

there’s one book that’s the “book of life” that’s opened here. 

Now what’s in all those books?  

 

Well, they just run down, they find us and every day of our life 

and all of our works are right there in the book. We can just 

look on the computer, see all our works. 

 

And we run over to the “book of life” and we look down there 

and our name isn’t there because we never received Christ. 

Because the moment we receive Christ, our name is placed in 

that book. And there’s not going to be any glitches in the 

computer. We’re standing there friend, it’s all over. It’s just a 

matter of going through the motions because the absence of 

the name in the “book of life” justifies God in the judgment 

that’s going to take place. 

 

“and the dead were judged from the things which had been 

written in the books,”—PLURAL—“according to their works.” 

 

Now isn’t that good of the Lord? That He would be so gracious 

to allow us—on the basis of what we think is going to save 

us—allow us to be judged by our works. 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



31 

 

 

Isaiah 64 says that “all our righteousnesses are like filthy 

rags.” (ref. Isaiah 64:6) 

 

Nothing will be acceptable in God’s sight. It’s going to be our 

“works” that are going to condemn us if we end up standing 

here in this particular judgment. 

 

v. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 

death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them. 

And each one was judged according to their works.  

 

“And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, and death and 

Hades gave up the dead who were in them. And each one was 

judged according to their works.” 

 

v. 14 And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of 

fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  

 

“And death and Hades were thrown”—WHERE?—“into the 

lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.” 

 

This is what the “second death” is all about.  

 

Having been resurrected and judged at the Great White 

Throne, then eternally thrown into “the lake of fire.” That’s 

the second death. 

 

v. 15 And if anyone was not found having been written 

in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  
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“And if anyone was not found having been written in the book 

of life,”—that’s the record, that other book—“he was thrown 

into the lake of fire.” 

 

A story in Our Daily Bread called “No Room for Imposters” is 

very interesting: 

 

Lou Proctor called himself a baseball player. And the baseball 

encyclopedia agreed so there he is on page 1304 listed with 

everyone who played major league baseball. But when the 

next edition goes to press, his name will be missing. It’s been 

discovered that Proctor was the press box telegraph operator 

for the 1912 Saint Louis Cardinals. He never was a player. He 

put his own name in the box scare of the game, this getting 

into the baseball encyclopedia. Proctor was an imposter. God 

is keeping a book too. In it he places the name of everyone as 

born again. It’s the book that indicates who will be allowed to 

enter heaven. 

 It lists no imposters, yet some people think there’s 

another way to get their name recorded in that book. They get 

on a church roll, they try to buy their way to heaven by 

generous giving to worthy causes. Still others do good deeds, 

figuring that this will get them listed. The only through 

heaven is through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

(source unknown) 

 

Now with those four references, we take that literally. It’s the 

destiny of those who do not receive Christ.  
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Now what’s the problem?  

 

And we’ve got a weird sense to us to think that everything we 

hear that’s tragic is going to happen to somebody else but it’ll 

never happen to us—like we’re exempt from this.  

 

Robert Fulgrum has a classic story and it helps us understand 

why these people think they aren’t going to stand at the Great 

White Throne Judgment and why they’re an exception. Listen 

to this story: 

 

(All I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten: 

Uncommon Thoughts on Common Things by Robert Fulghum) 

 

This is called “The mystery of twenty-fifth Avenue, 

Northeast.” It has semi-cosmic implications. It’s about the fact 

that we once lived at the dead end of a dead-end street, two 

blocks long, at the bottom of a hill. 

It wasn’t much of a street to look at in the first place. I 

mean, it really didn’t call to you to come down it. Kind of 

narrow and crooked and cluttered up. Ed Weathers’s van and 

his brother’s GMC two-ton flatbed, and the Dillses’ old 

Airstream trailer were just part of the vehicular obstacle 

course. Still, you could see all the way down from Ninety-fifth 

to the end of it. 

And there were two signs up there at Ninety-fifth, too—

one on each side of the street. Big yellow and black signs. Both 

said the same thing: STREET ENDS. And down here at our 

end of the street was another sign, a big sign. Black and 

white, with stripes and reflectors and [everything]. DEAD 
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END is what it said. Right in the middle of the end of the 

street it said that. And you could see it for a long way off. 

Well, for all that, people just drove on down the street 

anyway. Not just part way, mind you. Not just to where the 

reality of the situation cleared up. No, sir. They drove all the 

way down, right up to the sign, the big black [and white] one 

with stripes, the one that said DEAD END. 

And they read that sign two or three times. As if they 

were foreigners and had to translate the English. They looked 

on either side of the sign to see if there was a way around it. 

Sometimes they sat there for two or three minutes adjusting 

their minds. Then they backed up and tried turning around as 

close to the sign as possible. Backing and filling [sic] between 

our yard and Mrs. Paulski’s marigold bed and the blackberry 

bushes across the street, running over some of each. Funny 

thing is that once they got turned around, they never drove 

away slow and thoughtful—as if they’d learned something. 

No, they tore away at full throttle, as if fleeing evil. There’s no 

pattern. All kinds of hoopies, all kinds of people, broad 

daylight and pitch dark. Even a police car a couple of times, 

and once a fire truck. 

Innate skepticism or innate stupidity? I confess I do not 

know. A psychiatrist friend tells me it’s a sample of an 

unconscious need to deny—that everyone wants the road or 

The Way to continue on instead of ending. So you drive as far 

as you can, even when you can clearly read the sign. You want 

to think you are exempt, that it doesn’t apply to you. But it 

does. 

Now I was wondering. If I had printed that up and then 

put little copies in a little box and attached it to the sign that 
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said DEAD END, with a smaller note that said “Free 

Information Explaining Why You Are Here—Take One” . . . if 

I had done that, would people have read it? Would it have 

made any difference? Would they have been more careful of 

the lawn and the marigolds and the blackberry bushes? Would 

they have driven away any slower? 

Or maybe I should have put up a sign at the top of the hill 

that said WAYSIDE SHRINE AT END OF STREET—COME 

ON DOWN AND CONFRONT THE ULTIMATE MEANING 

OF LIFE. What effect would that have had on traffic? 

If I had done that, would I have become a famous guru? 

Swami Deadendus?  

We moved, so I’ll never know. 

pp. 162-164  

 

We see a story like that and that’s exactly the response we get 

when we start talking about Revelation 20 and the Great 

White Throne Judgment. It’s just like that is weird and it’s 

way out and it isn’t going to happen. 

 

Now these are the lessons we get from the passage. 

 

Lesson #1: Satan is bound for a thousand years and locked in 

the abyss during the millennial reign of Christ. 

 

Lesson #2: The righteous shall reign with Christ during the 

thousand years. 

 

Lesson #3: Satan will be set free at the end of the thousand-

year reign of Christ. 
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Lesson #4: Even a perfect environment does not exempt man 

from falling into sin. 

 

Lesson #5: The great white throne judgment is for all those 

who have not received Jesus Christ. 

 

Lesson #6: All those who stand at the great white throne are 

judged according to their works. 

 

That is a God of grace. He’s allowing the very thing we 

thought that would save us be used as a means of judgment. 

 

Lesson #7: All are thrown into the lake of fire. 

 

(Hope Has Its Reasons: From the Search for Self to the 

Surprise of Faith by Rebecca Manley Pippert 

 

G. K. Chesterton was once asked to contribute to a series in 

the London Times [and the question was], What is the 

Problem in the Universe? [His answer was very brief], “I am. 

Sincerely,  

G. K. Chesterton.” 

p. 14  

 

We must come to that before we can come to a relationship 

with Christ. We must deal with the problem of sin in our lives. 

 

Stephen Brown in his book If God Is in Charge tells this very, 

very emotional story: 
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(If God Is in Charge . . . by Stephen Brown) 

 

In an idle moment before a speaking engagement, I turned on 

a hotel room television and found my attention caught by a 

woman who was weeping. Because I don’t often see real tears 

on television, I continued watching. The weeping woman said 

she had not been reared in a religious home, never having 

seen a Bible, and never once praying. She had lived her life, 

got married and mothered her children, totally without 

reference to God. 

Then there was an automobile accident in which her 

daughter was involved. The attending physician told the 

mother that it was probable her daughter would never come 

out of the coma and could quite possibly remain a “vegetable” 

the rest of her life. As nearly as I can remember her words, 

her story [were as follows]: 

 

I walked out of the hospital and across the street to a bar and 

got totally zonkered. Then I got into my car and drove home, 

weeping the whole way. When I got in my driveway, I turned 

off the engine and began to curse God. I used every bit of vile 

language I knew, and I knew a lot. After about a half hour I 

was totally drained. And in the silence I heard a voice…and 

the voice said, “That is the first time you have ever spoken to 

Me, and I love you.” 

p. 15  

 

It’s God’s desire that we not deny these things. That we face 

them head-on and we come to a relationship with His Son.  
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So many of us are like what Rebecca Manley Pippert said. 

Charlie Chaplin has done so graphically in one of his silent 

movies. He was a prisoner and he had a large ball and chain 

on his foot and he was standing on the beach. And he figured 

out four ways to try to get out of the ball and chain.  

 

The first one was, “I’ll humor it.” So he told it jokes and then 

ran and fell flat on his face. 

 

Then he said, “I’ll outsmart it. I’ll trick it.” And so he tried 

that and he went the full length of the chain and BAM! 

 

Then he says, “I know what I’ll do. I’ll reason with it.” And he 

goes up and begins lecturing it. Runs the distance and BAM! 

he’s on his face. 

 

Then finally he says, “I’ll know what I’ll do. I’ll pretend it’s not 

there.” And he goes up and buries it with the sand, but as he 

runs away BAM! he falls on his face. 

(source unknown) 

 

None of those things will make it right, only Christ can set us 

free.  

 

John 8:32 

 

You shall know the truth, the truth shall set you free. 

 

Father, we thank You for the coming Kingdom. We cannot but 
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be excited about the anticipation of ruling and reigning with 

our Savior, the Lord Jesus, as He sits on the throne of His 

father David. Father, we know that hasn’t happened yet and 

we know it’s going to and we really look forward with great 

anticipation. Father, now that we’ve seen the destruction of 

the old heavens and the old earth, may these next couple of 

studies be really special times of considering what You have 

prepared for us—that wonderful home in heaven. May we 

rejoice in these remaining two sessions. In Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Twenty-Two – The Millennium – 

Revelation 20:1-15        NOTES 

 
v. 1 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key 

of the abyss and a great chain upon his hand. 

v. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the ancient snake, who is the 

Devil and Satan, and bound him for one thousand years, 

v. 3 and threw him into the abyss, and locked and sealed it over 

him, in order that he should not deceive the nations any longer, 

until the thousand years have been brought to an end. After these 

things it is a necessity for him to be set free for a brief period. 

v. 4 And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was 

given to them. And I saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded because of the testimony of Jesus and because of the 

word of God, and those who did not worship the beast nor his 

image and did not receive the mark upon their forehead and upon 

their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ one 

thousand years.  

v. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand 

years were completed. This is the first resurrection. 

v. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who is having a share in the first 

resurrection; over these the second death is not having authority, 

but they shall be priests of God and of the Christ. And they shall 

reign with Him one thousand years. 

v. 7 And when the thousand years are finished, Satan will be set 

free from his prison, 

v. 8 and shall go forth to deceive the nations which are in the four 

corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for 

the war; their number being as the sand of the sea. 

v. 9 And they went up over the breadth of the earth and 

surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire 

came down out of heaven and consumed them. 
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            NOTES 
v. 10 And the devil, the one who is deceiving them, was thrown in 

the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false 

prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever 

and ever. 

v. 11 And I saw a great white throne and Him who is sitting upon 

it, from whose face earth and heaven fled away, and no place was 

found for them. 

v. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before 

the throne, and the books were opened; and another book was 

opened which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from 

the things which had been written in the books, according to their 

works. 

v. 13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, and death and 

Hades gave up the dead who were in them. And each one was 

judged according to their works. 

v. 14 And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This 

is the second death, the lake of fire. 

v. 15 And if anyone was not found having been written in the book 

of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 20:1-15 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What does the angel do in verses 1-3? 
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3. Who is it that came to life and reigned with Christ for a 

thousand years, according to verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

4. When do the rest of the dead come to life, according to verse 

5? 

 

 

 

 

5. How were the saints delivered, according to verse 9? 

 

 

 

 

6. What happened to the devil, the beast and the false 

prophet, according to verse 10? 

 

 

 

 

7. Describe the great white throne judgment of verses 11-13. 
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8. What is the outcome of this judgment, according to verses 

14 & 15? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: Satan is bound for a thousand years and locked 

in the abyss during the millennial reign of Christ. 

 

LESSON #2: The righteous shall reign with Christ during the 

thousand years. 
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LESSON #3: Satan will be set free at the end of the thousand-

year reign of Christ. 

 

LESSON #4: Even a perfect environment does not exempt 

man from falling into sin. 

 

LESSON #5: The great white throne judgment is for all those 

who have not received Jesus Christ. 

 

LESSON #6: All those who stand at the great white throne 

are judged according to their works. 

 

LESSON #7: All are thrown into the lake of fire. 
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