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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Twenty-Three – The New Jerusalem – 

Revelation 21:1-27 

 

 

God is the only one who can clean up the mess. And we’re 

there in our studies. They’ve stepped out of time and we’re 

now moving into eternity. We have come to a time when there 

are going to be SEVEN NEW THINGS in these remaining two 

chapters: 

 

1. There’s a NEW HEAVEN. 

 

2. There’s a NEW EARTH. 

 

3. There’s NEW INHABITANTS. 

 

4. There’s the NEW JERUSALEM. 

 

5. A NEW TEMPLE. 

 

6. A NEW LIGHT. 

 

7. A NEW PARADISE. 
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Isaiah 65:17 is a good verse for us to consider: 

Isaiah 65:17 

“Behold, I will create 

new heavens and a new earth. 

The former things will not be remembered, 

nor will they come to mind. 

2 Peter 3:7 

But the present heavens and earth by His word are being 

reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction 

of ungodly men. 

And then: 

Matthew 24:35 

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not 

pass away. 

Now in chapter 1 we saw the things which he saw—the 

picture of Christ. 

In chapters 2 and 3—the LETTERS TO THE SEVEN 

CHURCHES. 

In chapter 4 the THRONE, and chapter 5 the LITTLE BOOK. 
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Chapters 6-19—the TRIBULATION PERIOD that ended with 

the coming of Christ in the Battle of Armageddon. 

 

In chapter 20 we saw the MILLENNIAL KINGDOM—the 

thousand year reign of Christ here on the earth. 

 

And at the end of that study was the GREAT WHITE 

THRONE JUDGMENT when all those who were not 

Christians were raised from the dead and were judged and 

unanimously thrown into the lake which is burning with fire 

and brimstone—which is the second death. 

 

Now we’re going to talk about HEAVEN. Everything we 

always wanted to know about heaven, just these two chapters 

at the end describe what we have to look forward to. 

 

Years ago Charles E. Fuller used to come on the radio on 

Sunday in the “Old Fashioned Revival Hour.” They’d always 

sing “Heavenly Sunshine, heavenly sunshine” and then he’d 

start to preach. 

 

Well Charles E. Fuller got a letter one Sunday because the 

week before he said, “I’m going to preach on heaven this next 

Sunday.” And an old gentleman wrote this letter. It’s one of 

the most priceless pieces: 

 

“Next Sunday you are to talk about heaven. I am interested in 

that land, because I have held a clear title to a bit of property 

there for over fifty-five years. I did not buy it. It was given me 

without money and without price. But the donor purchased it 
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for me at tremendous sacrifice.  

I am not holding it for speculation since the title is not 

transferable. It is not a vacant lot. For more than half a 

century I have been sending materials out of which the 

greatest Architect and Builder of the universe has been 

building a home for me which will never need to be remodeled 

nor repaired because it will suit me perfectly, individually, 

and will never grow old. 

Termites can never undermine its foundations for they 

rest on the rock of ages. Fire cannot destroy it. Floods cannot 

wash it away. No locks nor bolts will ever be placed upon its 

doors, for no vicious person can ever enter that land where my 

dwelling stands, now almost completed and almost ready for 

me to enter in and abide in peace eternally, without fear of 

being ejected. 

There is a valley of deep shadow between the place where 

I live in California and that to which I shall journey in a very 

short time. I cannot reach my home in that City of Gold 

without passing through this dark valley of shadows. But I am 

not afraid because the best Friend I ever had went through 

the same valley long, long ago and drove away all its gloom. 

He has stuck by me through thick and thin, since we first 

became acquainted fifty-five years ago, and I hold His promise 

in printed form, never to forsake me or leave me alone. He will 

be with me as I walk through the valley of [the] shadows, and 

I shall not lose my way when He is with me. 

I hope to hear your sermon on heaven next Sunday from 

my home in Los Angeles, California, but I have no assurance 

that I shall be able to do so. My ticket to heaven has no date 

marked for the journey—no return coupon—and no permit for 
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baggage. Yes, I am all ready to go and I may not be here while 

you are talking next Sunday evening, but I shall meet you 

[over] there some day.” 

(source unknown) 

 

What a wonderful statement of someone who was obviously 

ready to go and meet his Lord.  

 

Let’s pick up with verse 1 now and move through this 

wonderful chapter that we get to study together. 

 

v. 1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the 

first heaven and the first earth passed away, and 

there is no longer any sea. 

 

“And I saw a new heaven and a new earth;”—REASON—“for 

the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is 

no longer any sea.” 

 

Now John is giving us the view of what he saw. He’s a 

spectator and he sees this “new heaven” and the “new earth.” 

And the reason that there is one is because the other ones 

“passed away.” We’ve already read those references.  

 

Isaiah 66:22 

 

As the new heavens and the new earth that I make will 

endure before me,” declares the Lord, “so will your name and 

descendants endure. 
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Now it’s interesting here, it says “there is no longer any sea.” 

There’s not going to be any sea over there.  

 

Now John is exiled on the Isle of Patmos and he’s probably 

seen about all the sea he wants to see for a long time, because 

everywhere he looks he sees sea. But people get disturbed 

about that.  

 

Now when we’re talking about the “new heaven” and the “new 

earth” we’ve got to go back in the scriptures for just a second 

and pick up some things. On the very last night that Jesus 

was with His men in the Upper Room, He made some very 

clear statements about what we’re getting ready to look at 

here in this particular passage. 

 

In John 14 He said: 

 

John 14:1-3 

 

“Let not your heart be troubled; you are believing in God, 

believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many dwelling 

places; if it were not so, I would have told you; I am going to 

prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for 

you, then I am going to come again and receive you unto 

Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

 

Now remember Paul is one of those guys who literally had an 

out of body experience. Or he doesn’t know whether he was in 

the body or out of the body but he was caught up to the third 

heaven and he saw a lot of things according to 2 Corinthians 
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12 that he wasn’t permitted to speak.  

 

Listen to what he says in: 

 

1 Corinthians 2:9 

 

…“Things which eye hath not seen and ear has not heard, And 

which has not even entered into the heart of man, All that 

God has prepared for those who love Him.” 

 

So this is part of it. 

 

v. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, having been 

prepared as a bride who has been adorned for her 

groom.  

 

“And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, having been prepared as a bride who has 

been adorned for her husband.” 

 

Now this evidently, and quite obviously, is the church’s place 

of dwelling. 

 

It is that place that the Lord has gone to prepare. And it’s 

kind of like it is a gigantic city that is pulled into the orbit of 

the “new heavens” and the “new earth.” 

 

Hebrews 12:22-24 
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But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living 

God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, to the 

general assembly and church of the first-born who are 

enrolled in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and to the 

spirits of righteous men made perfect, and to Jesus the 

mediator of a new covenant and to the sprinkled blood, which 

speaks better than the blood of Abel. 

 

Now when we get close to Christmas one of the songs that we 

always hear besides “The Messiah” and “The Hallelujah 

Chorus” and all that, is “The Holy City.” When we hear those 

words remember it’s in three scenes. The first scene and the 

first stanza is the holy city at the birth of the Savior. In the 

second scene, his dream is changed and there is the shadow of 

a lonely cross that rises on a lonely hill. And then the last 

scene: 

 

And once again the scene was changed, 

New earth there seemed to be. 

I saw the holy city 

Beside the tideless sea. 

The Light of God was on its streets. 

The gates were open wide. 

And all who would might enter, 

And no one was denied. 

No need of moon or stars by night 

or sun to shine by day. 

It was the new Jerusalem 

That would not pass away. 

(source unknown) 
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v. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, 

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He 

shall dwell with them, and they shall be His 

peoples, and God Himself shall be with them.  

 

“And I heard a loud voice”—now this is the last time we’re 

going to hear “a loud voice.”  

 

This little phrase “loud voice” has occurred 20 previous times. 

This is the twenty-first time that a “loud voice” has spoken, 

and this voice comes: 

 

“from the throne.” 

 

It’s obviously either the voice of the Lord or of God the Father: 

 

“saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He 

shall dwell with them, and they shall be His peoples, and God 

Himself shall be with them.” 

 

Now why does it say “Behold it is the tabernacle of God”? 

 

Well we know in the Old Testament, for instance, in the book 

of Exodus that God gives very specific instructions for the tent 

to be built so He can tabernacle with them through their 

wilderness pilgrimage. 

 

When they get to the land, under Solomon’s leadership the 

temple is built. And so God moves from the tabernacle to the 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



10 

 

temple. And then Jesus Christ comes into the world and John 

1:14 tells us that the Word, literally, dwelt among us—

tabernacle among us. He was full of grace and truth—that 

was God dwelling with men. 

 

Now how does God dwell among men today? Not in churches 

and tabernacles and shrines and buildings, but in each 

individual person. He dwells in us. All the fullness of the 

Godhead bodily dwells in us and we see Christ and God in our 

individual lives—that’s the way God intended it. 

 

Now for eternity He’s not going to need any temples or any 

buildings. He’s going to be there in that city, so the city is 

literally the tabernacle of God—the dwelling place of God. 

 

v. 4 And He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; 

and death shall be no more; neither shall there be 

any longer mourning or crying or pain for the first 

things passed away.  

 

“He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death 

shall be no more; neither shall there be any longer mourning 

or crying or pain for the first things passed away.” 

 

Now if we use the King James or one of the other translations, 

it says “God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” That is 

not an accurate translation of the Greek text. That’s in the 

singular and it’s the word “all” or “every.” 

 

So it’s God “shall wipe away every tear…” 
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Every single one will be gone. There will be no more tears. 

There’ll be no more death. There’ll be no more mourning, no 

more crying, no more pain. All of this has gone away. Why? 

Because sin is gone.  

 

Every one of those things are the result of sin. And when sin is 

gone, all of this goes along with it.  

 

So death has passed, hospitals are gone, funerals are gone, 

graves are gone. No more broken homes, no more broken 

hearts. What a day of rejoicing that will be! 

 

Somebody said: 

 

Man comes into the world with a cry and he goes out with a 

groan… 

(source unknown) 

 

And everything in between is more or less bound up in a 

helpless wailing. That’s a sad picture, but often that’s the 

case. All of that is going to pass away. 

 

Alex Ross tells of an elderly Christian lady who was very close 

to physical death. Her beloved husband sat by her bedside 

tenderly holding her hand. They both knew that the end was 

near and that they soon would be parted. As their eyes met, a 

tear flowed down the old woman’s wrinkled cheek. Gently, her 

husband wiped it away. Then, with a quaver in his voice, he 

said, “Thank God, Mary, that’s the last!” 
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(paraphrased from Our Daily Bread, May 17, year unknown) 

 

We won’t have to do this anymore. That’s the last time that’ll 

happen. 

 

v. 5 And He who is sitting upon the throne said, 

“Behold, I am making all things new.” And He is 

saying: “Write, because these words are 

trustworthy and dependable (faithful and true).”  

 

“And He who is sitting upon the throne said, ‘Behold, I am 

making all things new.’ And He is saying: ‘Write, because 

these words are trustworthy and dependable [or they’re] 

(faithful and true).’” 

 

Now how does He make everything “new”? Well we know in 

Genesis 1, He spoke and it came into being. Right?  

 

He spoke and the world came into being. He spoke and the 

Lord Jesus Christ came. He spoke in His written preserved 

Word—that’s how He speaks to us today. 

 

He spoke at the end of the Battle of Armageddon and BOOM! 

it’s all over. And now we know He’s going to speak again and 

He’s going to speak the new heavens and the new earth into 

existence. 

 

“‘Behold, I am making all things new.’—brand new. 

 

Now John is evidently so overwhelmed by what he sees in this 
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beautiful city that he forgets. John has gotten that way. 

Remember he got so excited he fell down and started 

worshipping the angel? And the angel said, “Now get up John. 

You’re not supposed to do that.”  

 

Now John has just gotten so caught up and forgotten to write 

here and so the Lord has to say to him: “Look—write! Get this 

down man.”  

 

It’s “trustworthy and dependable.” It’s “faithful and true.” We 

just wish John would have written some more. 

 

“John, did you get that down? Or John, you better be making 

notes. You have a calendar for this. Write it.” 

 

v. 6 And He said to me, “They have come to pass. As for 

myself, I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. I will give to the one who is 

thirsty out of the spring of the water of life without 

cost.  

 

“And He said to me, ‘They have come to pass. As for myself, I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I 

will give to the one who is thirsty out of the spring of the 

water of life without cost.” 

 

Now where have we run into Alpha and Omega? Jesus Christ 

in Revelation 1 claimed to be the Alpha and the Omega—the 

beginning and the end. He’s the “A” in the Greek and he’s the 

“Z” in the Greek. The first and the last letters of the alphabet. 
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He’s an eternal being. He was there when it began and then 

when it all ends, as far as time is concerned. 

 

Isaiah 55:1 

 

“Come, all you who are thirsty, 

come to the waters; 

and you who have no money, 

come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without cost. 

 

Where is this located in the New Testament? In John 4. 

 

Alright, what’s the story?  

 

He must needs go through Samaria. There’s a woman there in 

need, dire need. And as He meets her at the well He crosses 

all kinds of barriers. They don’t speak to women in public. But 

they definitely don’t speak to Samaritans. He crosses both of 

those barriers and He asks her for a drink of water. Then He 

tells her that He would have provided for her the Living 

Water if she’d ask for it. 

 

She wants it like crazy so He asks her to go call her husband. 

And she kind of blows a little smoke by saying, “I don’t have 

one.” And the Lord lays it all on the line when He says, 

“That’s true. You’ve had five and the guy you’re living with 

now is not your husband.” That’s kind of laying it out there. 
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She was in desperate need of Living Water, and of course the 

Lord provided it. It’s a wonderful story of revival coming to a 

Samaritan village because of her witness and His word 

combining together to make an impact on that community. 

 

Now what is the Living Water?  

 

We have to turn over to John 7:37-39 when the Lord is at the 

feast and He says: 

 

John 7:37-39 

 

… “If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He 

who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost 

being shall flow rivers of living water.’” But this He spoke of 

the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; 

for the Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet 

glorified. 

 

Matthew 5:6 

 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied. 

 

Are we? Are we really thirsty? Thirsty to be satisfied with only 

that which the Lord can provide? Have we been thirsty 

enough to drink today? And have we taken time to be in His 

presence and to drink from His Word? 

 

Stephen Covey, who is a Mormon, wrote a book called The 
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Seven Habits of Highly Effective People. It almost feels like the 

guy is writing straight from the scriptures. He quotes Malcolm 

Muggeridge: 

 

(The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People: Restoring the 

Character Ethic by Stephen R. Covey)  

 

When I look back on my life nowadays, which I 

sometimes do, what strikes me most forcibly about it is 

that what seemed at the time most significant and 

seductive, seems now most futile and absurd. For 

instance, success in all of its various guises; being known 

and being praised; ostensible pleasures, like acquiring 

money or seducing women, or traveling, going to and fro 

in the world and up and down in it like Satan, explaining 

and experiencing whatever Vanity Fair has to offer. 

In retrospect, all these exercises in self-gratification 

seem [to be] pure fantasy, what Pascal called, “licking the 

earth.” 

p. 115  

 

It’s well said, isn’t it? Everything like that is like “licking the 

earth” instead of drinking the Living Water. 

 

v. 7 He who is gaining the victory shall inherit these 

things. And I will be his God and he will be My son.  

 

“He who is gaining the victory shall inherit these things. And 

I will be his God and he will be My son.” 
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Now who are those who “gain the victory”? We know that’s 

people who rise above the system of the world and respond in 

faith to Jesus Christ. Having done that, their faith is the 

victory. 

 

1 John 5:4 

 

Whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is 

the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

 

What are we going to inherit? 

 

Romans 8:16, 17 

 

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit, that we are 

the children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of God, 

and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ… 

 

What do we have to look forward to? 

 

1 John 3:2 

 

…soon we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

 

But it isn’t all pretty, is it? We have a great big word “BUT” in 

verse 8. 

 

There are some people that aren’t going to be there. 
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v. 8 But the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable 

and murderers and immoral persons and those who 

practice magical arts and idolaters and all liars, 

their part shall be in the lake which is burning with 

fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”  

 

“But the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and 

murderers and immoral persons and those who practice 

magical arts and idolaters and all liars, their part shall be in 

the lake which is burning with fire and brimstone, which is 

the second death.”’ 

 

Now all this is a classification of EIGHT PEOPLE who are not 

going to be a part of the New Jerusalem. Now let’s just break 

it down. 

 

First of all he says: 

 

1. “the cowardly” 

 

What does he mean by that? Well Dr. Barclay probably did the 

best job on this word. He says it’s: 

 

The highest courage to be desperately afraid and in spite of 

that fear to do the right thing, and to hold fast to loyalty. 

What is condemned is the cowardice which denies Christ for 

safety’s sake. 

(source unknown) 

 

And we don’t know much about that. But what if it happened 
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tonight? What if we had to stand for Jesus Christ and give our 

lives because we did? Would we be willing to do that? Does it 

mean that much to us? 

 

See he’s saying here, people who are “cowardly” are not going 

to have any part of the New Jerusalem because they’re just 

playing games. They don’t really mean it.  

 

The gospels talk a lot about that.  

 

Matthew 10:28 

 

Fear not them which kill the body, but rather fear him who is 

able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

 

That’s really laying it on the line.  

 

And then in Matthew 10 he says: 

 

Matthew 10:32, 33 

 

“Every one therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will 

also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever 

shall deny me before men, I will also deny him before My 

Father who is in heaven. 

 

This ought to mean enough to us that we would die for it. 

After all, we’re taking something from someone who died to 

make it possible; therefore, if it was necessary for us to stand, 

we would stand even to the point of martyrdom for the cause 
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of Christ. 

 

Listen, heaven is going to be filled with a lot of martyrs. There 

are just bunches of people who have sealed their commitment 

to Christ through the generations of the church who have died 

for their faith. 

 

Secondly: 

 

2. “the unbelieving” 

 

Now that’s obvious, isn’t it?  

 

John 3:18 

 

“He who believes in Him is not judged; but he who does not 

believe Him has been judged already, because he has not 

believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

 

John 3:36 

 

“He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does 

not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides 

on him.” 

 

Third one: 

 

3. “abominable” 

 

This word literally means “polluted.” It’s the word that speaks 
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of people who have allowed themselves to be stained. They’re 

contaminated; they’re poisoned with the evils of this world. 

 

Remember Jesus said in: 

 

Luke 16:15 

 

That which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in 

the sight of God. 

 

It is “abominable” to Him. 

 

Fourth word: 

 

4. “murderers” 

 

Matthew 5:21, 22 

 

“You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not 

commit murder;’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable 

to the court;’ but I say to you that every one who is angry with 

his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever shall 

say to his brother, ‘Raca,’ shall be guilty before the supreme 

court; and whoever shall say, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough 

to go into the hell of fire. 

 

1 John 3:15 

 

Every one who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know 

that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. 
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The fifth group: 

 

5. “immoral persons” 

 

This is sexual promiscuity, homosexuality, adultery, any kind 

of sexual deviation whatsoever is described here. 

 

Joe White in his book Surviving Friendship Pressure tells 

about the letter that he received from a gay student who had 

come to know Christ: 

 

(Surviving Friendship Pressure by Joe White) 

 

Gay is not good nor is it a happy way to live. The very 

people who claimed they were happy where they were at 

on a deeper level of communication admitted they were 

miserable and had the lowest self-esteem... These people 

who claimed they were happy being gay were actually 

more miserable than the people who said they were 

miserable being gay! I talked to well over 200 individuals 

and there were no exceptions to this. I myself fit into both 

categories at one time or another. Any homosexual—even 

if he doesn’t admit it to anyone but himself—wishes that 

he were something other than what he has let himself 

become. 

pp. 71-72  

 

A college freshman wrote this letter in the book: 
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(Surviving Friendship Pressure by Joe White) 

 

Joe, here’s why I’ve decided to protect my virginity. Trust 

is one factor. Do you want that guy or girl to always 

believe you? If you are dating and you already have had 

sex with that person, how is he or she going to know that 

you didn’t with someone else? Even after marriage if 

you’re too friendly with the opposite sex it causes them to 

have feelings that aren’t always Christlike, simply 

because they are afraid that you might have an affair. In 

this world today it is a fight to stay a virgin. Not just 

because of the peer pressure that ‘everybody else is doing 

it’ but the simple fact that you feel like you really love 

that person. My solution to the really love that person 

problem is this; if you really love that person you would 

want the best for them and would always want to be 

giving your best as Christ [has]. What could possibly be 

the best gift you could give your future wife or husband? 

It would be if you could honestly say to that guy or girl on 

your honeymoon, ‘I have never been touched before, no 

other man or woman has ever had this gift I am about to 

give to you.’ Your reward will not only come from God but 

from the joy you will see in their eyes and heart; for that 

person can walk along the street and know that they are 

the only person to have touched you. There will be no 

shame. 

pp. 75-77  

 

The sixth word: 
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6. “those who practice magical arts” 

 

That’s the word pharmacia. It’s a word for drugs. It’s the 

prevalence of drugs. We use the term “drug pushers.” 

 

This is where all the New Agers are going to end up by the 

way. We finally have it in a word. They want to know whether 

theology’s going to end from a biblical revelation—here it is. 

 

These are the people who use the magic arts, that use 

astrology, who use Spiritism, horoscopes, tarot cards, crystal 

balls, channeling, contacting the dead, and so forth—this is 

where they end up. 

 

The seventh word is: 

 

7. “idolators” 

 

And of course that’s worshipping anything that takes more 

time than our relationship to God. That can be a little box 

with a glass on the front of it as far as many of us are 

concerned. 

 

Eighth one—is the final one. 

 

8. “all liars” 

 

Now there are two other passages we need to look at. First of 

all, Corinthians 6:9-11 gives a list of all of those who will not 

inherit the Kingdom.  
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1 Corinthians 6:9-11 

 

Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor 

idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor 

thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 

swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God. And such were 

some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, 

but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and in the Spirit of our God. 

 

And then: 

 

Galatians 5:19-21 

 

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, 

impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 

jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 

envyings, drunkenness, carousings, and things like these, of 

which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those 

who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

v. 9 And there came one of the seven angels who had 

the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues, 

and spoke with me, saying, “Come, I will show you 

the bride, the wife of the Lamb.”  

 

“And there came one of the seven angels who had the seven 

bowls filled with the seven last plagues, and he spoke with 
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me, saying, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the 

Lamb.”’ 

 

Alright, now when we get to verse 9 to the end of the chapter, 

we’re going to get a personally escorted tour of the New 

Jerusalem. But the only thing about this tour is that it’s 

probably a tour during the time that the millennium is going 

on down here on the earth, because we’re going to see kings 

coming into it. And this is going to be our dwelling during the 

Kingdom and also into eternity. 

 

This New Jerusalem is literally a space station to the “new 

heavens” and the “new earth.” It’s MISSION CONTROL. God 

is just going to pull it from outer space and put it in a 

stationary orbit where there will be free access from the 

heavenly Jerusalem to the earthly Jerusalem—the place 

where the Kingdom takes place down here on earth. 

 

And this is the picture that’s now described as one of these 

angels who was involved in those seven bowls that we had 

back earlier in our study. He’s going to give a guided tour of 

the city. 

 

Now notice it says, “Come I will show you the bride, the wife 

of the Lamb.” 

 

The “bride, the wife of the Lamb”—that’s us—are so related to 

the city that the two are synonymous here in the picture. This 

is what the Lord has gone to prepare. 
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Let’s look at a couple of verses: 

 

Hebrews 13:14 

 

For here we do not have a lasting city, but we are seeking the 

city which is to come. 

 

Hebrews 11:16 

 

But as it is, they desire a better country, that is a heavenly 

one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called heir God; for 

He has prepared a city for them. 

 

Now get ready.  

 

v. 10 And he carried me away in spirit to a great and 

high mountain, and showed me the holy city, 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,  

 

“And he carried me away in spirit to a great and high 

mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God,” 

 

v. 11 having the glory of God. Her radiance was like a 

very costly stone, like a stone of crystal-clear 

jasper,  

 

“having the glory of God. Her radiance was like a very costly 

stone, like a stone of crystal-clear jasper,” 
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That’s the blue diamond. It scintillates in all of its facets, 

reflecting all the attributes and the character of God in this 

beautiful city that comes before John’s vision. 

 

v. 12 having a great and high wall, having twelve gates, 

and at the gates twelve angels; and names having 

been written upon them, which are (those) of the 

twelve tribes of the sons of Israel.  

 

“having a great and high wall, having twelve gates, and at the 

gates twelve angels; and names having been written upon 

them, which are (those) of the twelve tribes of the sons of 

Israel.” 

 

Now this is a gigantic cube, okay? It’s the same length on all 

sides and it tells us in verse 13. 

 

v. 13 On the east three gates, on the north three gates, 

on the south three gates and on the west three 

gates.  

 

“On the east there are three gates, on the north there are 

three gates, on the south there are three gates and on the 

west there are three gates.” 

 

And on each of those “gates” are the names of one of the 

twelve tribes of the nation Israel.  

 

But—verse 14. 
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v. 14 And the wall of the city is having twelve 

foundations and upon them twelve names of the 

twelve apostles of the Lamb.  

 

“The wall of the city has having twelve foundations and upon 

them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 

 

Israel and the church are separate even throughout eternity. 

This is where there’s an issue with these guys who say that 

we’re in the Kingdom right now, that all of the promises to 

Israel are being absorbed by the church. The distinction’s still 

there. The apostles are the church, the twelve tribes are the 

nation Israel. Their names are on the gates, the names of the 

apostles are on the foundations of the gate. 

 

Now notice there’s something interesting here. There is the 

mention of the “Lamb of God” FIVE TIMES in these 

remaining verses.  

 

The first reference was in verse 9—“come I’ll show you the 

bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 

 

And now the second one is here in this particular verse where 

he says, “the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 

 

v. 15 And the one who is speaking with me was having a 

measuring rod of gold, in order that he might 

measure the city and its gates and its wall.  

 

“And the one who is speaking with me was having a 
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measuring rod of gold, in order that he might measure the city 

and its gates and its wall.” 

 

v. 16 And the city is laid out as a square, and its length 

is as great as the width; and he measured the city 

with the rod, twelve thousand stadia; its length and 

width and height are equal.  

 

“And the city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great 

as its width; and he measured the city with the rod, twelve 

thousand stadia; its length and width and height are equal.” 

 

It’s a gigantic gold cube that looks like a diamond in its 

beauty. Now how big is that cube? Any one side of that cube is 

the distance between the Pacific Ocean and the Mississippi 

River, to give us an idea. That’s about 1,500 miles where it 

goes square and it also goes up in the air. 

 

Now someone has computed that on every level of that 

gigantic cube there are 2,250,000 square miles on every tier. 

Now, if we were to compute the number of people who could 

comfortably live in this city, we come up with the figure of 53 

billion people. So there’s going to be plenty of space for the 

saints throughout eternity to dwell in this glorious place. 

 

v. 17 And he measured its wall, and it was one hundred 

and forty-four cubits (216 feet thick) by man’s 

measurement, which are also angelic 

(measurements).  
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“And he measured its wall, and it was one hundred and forty-

four cubits (216 feet thick) by man’s measurement, which are 

also angelic (measurements).” 

 

Angels and men agree here that an inch is an inch. And the 

question is whether it’s thick or tall. Whether it’s 216 feet tall 

or 216 thick.  

 

v. 18 And the material of the wall was jasper; and the 

city was pure gold like clear crystal.  

 

“And the material of the wall was jasper;”—there’s our stone 

again, diamond—“and the city was pure gold like clear 

crystal.” 

 

Now here comes all of the living colors. We’re going to look at 

the colors of all these stones so we can see how beautiful this 

city is. 

 

v. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city have been 

adorned with every kind of precious stone. The 

first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; 

the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;  

 

“The foundations of the wall of the city have been adorned 

with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was 

jasper;”—there’s the diamond—“the second, sapphire; the 

third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald;” 
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v. 20 the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, 

chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the 

tenth, chrysoprasus; the eleventh, jacinth; the 

twelfth, amethyst.  

 

“the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius;”—that’s the ruby—“the 

seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the 

tenth, chrysoprasus; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, 

amethyst.” 

 

Now what are the colors?  

 

1. “jasper”—probably the blue diamond. 

 

2. “sapphire”—is going to have a greenish or yellowish color 

to it. 

 

3. “chalcedony”—perhaps light green. 

 

4. “emerald”—we know is green. 

 

5. “sardonyx”—is going to be white and yellow. 

 

6. “sardius”—is the ruby so it’s going to be blood red. 

 

7. “chrysolite”—is going to have a golden luster to it. 

 

8. “beryl”—is going to be aqua marine—a beautiful color. 

 

9. “topaz”—is a greenish yellow. 
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10. “chrysoprasus”—is golden green. 

 

11. “jacinth”—is violet in color. 

 

12. “amethyst”—is going to be purple or real rose red. 

 

Isn’t that going to be something to see? We don’t want to miss 

that!  

 

v. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one 

of the gates was one pearl. And the street of the city 

was pure gold, like transparent glass.  

 

“And the twelve gates were twelve pearls;”— that was a big 

oyster to put that dude together—“each one of the gates was 

one pearl.”— that’s going to be fun, isn’t it? Woo!—“ And the 

street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.” 

 

Now what’s the difference between a pearl and a stone? The 

pearl is the product of the sea, the stone is a product of the 

earth. 

 

J. Vernon McGee did the best job on the pearl and why we’re 

going to have pearly gates throughout eternity. Listen to what 

he says: 

 

The Church is the pearl of great price. The comparison of 

the Church to the formation of a pearl is striking and 

suggestive. The pearl is different from all other precious gems, 
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for instead of coming from the earth, the pearl comes from the 

sea. Other stones are mined from the earth, found in rock and 

ore. They are taken out, cut, and polished to reveal their 

beauty. But the pearl comes out of the sea, and it comes from 

a living organism. A little grain of sand or some other particle 

begins to cut into the side of a living organism. To protect 

itself, the organism sends out a fluid to coat the object. Layer 

upon layer coats it until a beautiful pearl is formed. 

The New Jerusalem is the home of the Church, and the 

gates of pearl are there to remind us throughout eternity that 

we were a little grain of sharp, dirty sand that was a hurt in 

the side of Christ. We were not attractive: we were in rebellion 

against God, walking according to the course of this world. 

But Christ took that ugly thing—which was you [and me]—

and covered it with His righteousness. You and I are covered 

with Him. The beauty is not in the grain of sand, but in what 

the organism puts around it. God sees us in Christ, and He is 

lovely. 

The pearl was lightly esteemed by Israel, but was 

precious to the Gentiles. We have no value in ourselves, yet we 

are the pearl of great price. The price that is put upon a thing 

gives it its value. The merchant man, who is Christ, sold all 

that He had to buy the pearl. The price that He paid gives us 

value. Christ gave His life to get us, and to Him we are 

precious. 

(source unknown) 

 

The gates are gates of pearl. 

 

Now these final verses are really fabulous. 
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v. 22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God, the 

Almighty, and the Lamb are its temple.  

 

“And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God, the Almighty, 

and the Lamb are its temple.” 

 

We don’t need any temple when we have the real goods. And 

we build temples to memorialize God’s presence among men. 

But when we have Them there, we don’t need one! We’ve got 

God the Father and God Son—“the Lamb are its temple.” 

That’s the third occurrence of “Lamb.” 

 

v. 23 And the city is having no need of the sun or the 

moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God 

illuminated it, and its lamp is the Lamb.  

 

“And the city is having no need of the sun or the moon”—that 

doesn’t mean that it’s not going to be there—“to shine upon it, 

for the glory of God illuminated it, and its lamp is the Lamb.” 

 

Now there is the fourth reference to the “Lamb.” 

 

v. 24 And the nations shall walk by means of its light. 

And the kings of the earth are bringing their glory 

into it.  

 

“And the nations shall walk by means of its light.” 

 

This is the reason this is a millennial scene here. 
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“And the kings of the earth are bringing their glory into it.” 

 

What does that mean? They’re surrendering their authority to 

the King of kings and Lord of lords. They are those, of course, 

who are righteous and walking with God. 

 

v. 25 And its gates shall by no means be locked during 

the day, for night shall not be there;  

 

“And its gates shall by no means be locked during the day, for 

night shall not be there;” 

 

v. 26 and they shall bring the glory and the honor of the 

nations into it.  

 

“and they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations 

into it.” 

 

And that last verse, when it speaks of this perfect 

environment says: 

 

v. 27 And there shall positively not enter it anything 

unclean and no one who is practicing abomination 

and lying, but only those who have been written in 

the Lamb’s book of life. 

 

“And there shall positively not”—that’s ou mé in the Greek 

text. Absolutely, positively, no, never. 
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“not enter it anything unclean and no one who is practicing 

abomination and lying, but only those who have been 

written”—WHERE?—“in the Lamb’s book of life.” 

 

Now those whose names were NOT “written in the Lamb’s 

book of life” were cast into the lake which is burning with fire 

and brimstone, which is the second death. 

 

Josiah Smith said it well: 

 

 Reader, do you want a part in the unspeakable and 

eternal glories of this heavenly city? See to it, then, that your 

name is written in the Lamb’s book of life. For those only 

whose names are on that heavenly roll of honor can enter 

there. 

(source unknown) 

 

Now, can we just reflect for a little minute on the word 

“Lamb” before we look at the lessons?  

 

There are FIVE REFERENCES to the “LAMB” here: 

 

1. The first one was in verse 9—“Come, I will show you the 

bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 

 

2. The second one was in verse 14—“the apostles of the 

Lamb.” 

 

3. The third one in verse 22—“the Lord God the almighty 

and the Lamb are its temple.” 
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4. The fourth one in verse 23—“the glory of God illuminated 

it, and its lamp is the Lamb.” 

 

5. And in verse 27—“all those who have been written in the 

Lamb’s book of life.” 

 

In Genesis 22, when Abraham was going up the hill to offer 

his son as a sacrifice, Isaac said: “Dad, we’ve got the fire and 

the wood, but where’s the lamb?” And you remember Abraham 

says, “God will provide for Himself a lamb.” 

 

And in that wonderful story of Exodus 12 God said, take a 

little lamb, keep it for four days and then slay it. Spill its 

blood and put its blood on the doorposts of the house because 

when the death angel passes over, when he sees the blood he’ll 

pass over you. 

 

And John the Baptist did not make a mistake when in the 

back of the audience he said of Christ, “Behold the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world.” (ref. John 1:29) 

 

We’re always going to be reminded of the “Lamb” throughout 

eternity. Remember standing there in that scene in Revelation 

5 around the Throne “there was one standing who was like a 

lamb who had been slain.” (ref. Revelation 5:6) Christ will be 

there throughout eternity and our relationship will be to the 

Lamb who gave His life for us. 

 

Now we get seven lessons out of these verses. 
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Lesson #1: There will be a new heaven and a new earth for the 

eternal state. 

 

Lesson #2: There will be a New Jerusalem, suspended in space 

during the millennial reign of Christ. 

 

Lesson #3: There will be no more tears, mourning, or pain. 

 

It’s all going to be gone. 

 

Lesson #4: The heavenly Jerusalem will be a fabulous place to 

live. 

 

We don’t want to miss it. 

 

Lesson #5: There will be no temple because the Lord God 

Almighty and the Lamb will be there. 

 

We don’t need it. 

 

Lesson #6: There will be no light because the Lord God 

Almighty and the Lamb are there as its light and its radiance. 

 

Lesson #7: Only those whose names are in the Lamb’s Book of 

Life will enter this city. 

 

Rebecca Manley Pippert says in her book Hope Has Its 

Reasons: 
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(Hope Has Its Reasons: From the Search for Self to the 

Surprise of Faith by Rebecca Manley Pippert) 

 

It is so important to break the cycle of denial because the 

first step to victory comes only when we say, “Yes, I’m sorry to 

admit it, but that anger ([that] competitiveness, [that] 

jealousy, [that] lust) is mine.” In other words, only when we 

own up to a problem can we hope to overcome it. If we insist 

we have no problem, the problem remains both ours and 

unconquered. Merely to say that “nobody’s perfect” just doesn’t 

cut it. Only when we are specific and make ourselves directly 

responsible do we break the iron chain of denial and take that 

first step toward victory. 

Most of us try to overcome scars or problems of the past 

by putting them out of our mind. At first sight, owning up to 

painful truth looks like the worst thing that could happen to 

us. In reality, however, it’s the best. Because we have no hope 

of ever finding a solution if we will not admit we have a 

problem. There is just no way to jump over that step. There is 

no shortcut. We humans are remarkable in the energy, 

deftness, and sheer brilliance we show in trying to avoid that 

one clear step: honest admission of our flaws. We prefer the 

easier—but far more insidious—path of denial. 

p. 24  

 

Jesus died and we crucified him. And the Good News is 

that because of the price God was willing to pay we can be 

forgiven and reconciled back to God. But to experience and 

benefit from the cure [we’ve got to] turn to him and quit 

pretending there is nothing wrong with us. That is true 
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sacrilege, pretending that there is nothing wrong with us 

when it costs God the life of his son to rectify our problem. 

p. 106  

 

Stephen Brown in his book If God is in Charge… tells this 

very familiar little story: 

 

(If God is in Charge... by Stephen Brown) 

 

There is an often-told story about a little boy who worked 

for days creating a toy boat. When he took the boat down to 

the sea for the first time, its sails caught a strong breeze and 

the boat drifted away. The little boy stood there with tears 

streaming down his face as he watched his toy boat, the one 

he had worked on for so long, drift over the horizon and out of 

sight. 

Some weeks later the little boy was in the city and was 

walking by a pawn shop. In the window he saw his toy boat. 

He ran through the door of the pawn shop, up to the owner of 

the shop, and cried, “Sir, you have my boat in the window. It 

was a boat I made myself.” 

The pawnbroker replied, “Son, it may have been your boat 

at one time, but it is mine now. If you want your boat back, 

you will have to do as all my customers do and buy it.” 

Over the next few days, the little boy did odd jobs around 

the neighborhood; he mowed grass, carried out garbage, 

walked dogs, washed cars, and painted fences until he had 

enough money to buy his boat back. He then went down to the 

pawnbroker and purchased his toy boat. As he walked away 

from the store holding the boat tightly, he was heard to say: 
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“Little boat…  

I made you, 

[Little boat] I lost you, 

[Little boat] I found you, 

[Little boat] I bought you, 

and now you are mine all mine.” 

 

A sovereign God says exactly the same thing to [you and to 

me]. 

pp. 33-34  

 

Father, we thank You for this glorious vision of rapture, this 

fabulous place that You’ve gone to prepare for us. It 

overwhelms us to think that like a spotless lamb You came 

and You gave Your life’s blood. And redeemed not with silver 

and gold but with the precious blood of a Lamb without spot. 

We can stand as Your redeemed children, purchased by the 

blood of Your Son. Father, with that transaction comes an 

inheritance, a title deed to a city. We look forward with 

fantastic anticipation to the day when all of these things we’ve 

studied about and read come to complete fruition and 

fulfillment. Oh Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be 

sight and redeemed by Your side we shall stand. If there is 

someone Father who is searching and looking and they have 

been denying but are willing now to allow the Spirit of God to 

convict, may they soon come to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

For it’s in the Savior’s name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Twenty-Three – The New Jerusalem – 

Revelation 21:1-27        NOTES 

 
v. 1 And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven 

and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any sea. 

v. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, having been prepared as a bride who has been 

adorned for her groom. 

v. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is with men, and He shall dwell with them, and 

they shall be His peoples, and God Himself shall be with them. 

v. 4 And He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death 

shall be no more; neither shall there be any longer mourning or 

crying or pain for the first things passed away. 

v. 5 And He who is sitting upon the throne said, “Behold, I am 

making all things new.” And He is saying: “Write, because these 

words are trustworthy and dependable (faithful and true).” 

v. 6 And He said to me, “They have come to pass. As for myself, I 

am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 

give to the one who is thirsty out of the spring of the water of life 

without cost. 

v. 7 He who is gaining the victory shall inherit these things. And I 

will be his God and he will be My son. 

v. 8 But the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and 

murderers and immoral persons and those who practice magical 

arts and idolaters and all liars, their part shall be in the lake 

which is burning with fire and brimstone, which is the second 

death.” 

v. 9 And there came one of the seven angels who had the seven 

bowls filled with the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, 

saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 
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            NOTES 
v. 10 And he carried me away in spirit to a great and high 

mountain, and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, 

v. 11 having the glory of God. Her radiance was like a very costly 

stone, like a stone of crystal-clear jasper, 

v. 12 having a great and high wall, having twelve gates, and at the 

gates twelve angels; and names having been written upon them, 

which are (those) of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel. 

v. 13 On the east three gates, on the north three gates, on the 

south three gates and on the west three gates. 

v. 14 And the wall of the city is having twelve foundations and 

upon them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

v. 15 And the one who is speaking with me was having a 

measuring rod of gold, in order that he might measure the city and 

its gates and its wall. 

v. 16 And the city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great 

as the width; and he measured the city with the rod, twelve 

thousand stadia; its length and width and height are equal. 

v. 17 And he measured its wall, and it was one hundred and forty-

four cubits (216 feet thick) by man’s measurement, which are also 

angelic (measurements). 

v. 18 And the material of the wall was jasper; and the city was 

pure gold like clear crystal. 

v. 19 The foundations of the wall of the city have been adorned 

with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper; 

the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; 

v. 20 the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; 

the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprasus; the 

eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. 

v. 21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls; each one of the 

gates was one pearl. And the street of the city was pure gold, like 

transparent glass. 

v. 22 And I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God, the Almighty, 

and the Lamb are its temple. 

v. 23 And the city is having no need of the sun or the moon to 

shine upon it, for the glory of God illuminated it, and its lamp is 

the Lamb. 

v. 24 And the nations shall walk by means of its light. And the 

kings of the earth are bringing their glory into it. 

v. 25 And its gates shall by no means be locked during the day, for 

night shall not be there; 
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            NOTES 
v. 26 and they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations 

into it. 

v. 27 And there shall positively not enter it anything unclean and 

no one who is practicing abomination and lying, but only those 

who have been written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 21:1-27 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe what John sees in verses 1 & 2. 

 

 

 

 

3. What is God going to do, according to verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the announcement from the throne, according to 

verse 5? 
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5. What is the promise to those who are gaining the victory, 

according to verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

6. Who experiences the second death, according to verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

7. Describe in your own words the city which John saw. 

 

 

 

 

8. Why doesn’t the city need light, according to verse 23? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: There will be a new heaven and a new earth for 

the eternal state. 

 

LESSON #2: There will be a new Jerusalem, suspended in 

space during the millennial reign of Christ. 

 

LESSON #3: There will be no more tears, mourning, or pain in 

the eternal state. 

 

LESSON #4: The heavenly Jerusalem will be a fabulous place 

to live. 

 

LESSON #5: There will be no temple because the Lord God 

Almighty and the Lamb will be there. 

 

LESSON #6: There will be no need for light because the 

Father and the Son are there. 
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LESSON #7: Only those whose names are in the Lamb’s Book 

of Life will enter this city. 
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