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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Twenty-Four – Jesus is Coming – 

Revelation 22:1-21 

 

 

In the book The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People 

Stephen Covey makes this statement that summarizes the 

entire study: 

 

(The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People: Restoring the 

Character Ethic by Stephen R. Covey) 

 

One of the main things his research showed was that almost 

all of the world-class athletes and other peak performers are 

visualizers. They see it; they feel it; they experience it before 

they actually do it. They begin with the end in mind. 

p. 134  

 

We have seen it, we have felt it, we have visualized it. All that 

is left is for us to experience it and we certainly have been 

looking at the end in view. 

 

Now as we summarize, before we pick up in chapter 22 for this 

final study, our outline is: 
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Revelation 1:19 

 

Write the things which you saw, the things which are, and the 

things which shall be hereafter. 

 

“The things which he saw” was a picture of Christ—the 

glorified Christ—as the coming Judge in chapter 1. 

 

“The things which are” were the letters to the 7 churches in 

chapters 2 and 3. 

 

And “the things which shall take place hereafter” starts in 

chapter 4 and goes down to chapter 22. 

 

In Revelation 4 there’s the “throne,” 

 

In chapter 5 there’s a “little book,” 

 

In Revelation 6-19 is the Tribulation Period of 7 years of 

judgment. 

 

In chapter 20 we saw the Millennial Kingdom. 

 

In Revelation 21 we went from time into eternity—and that’s 

where we are in this study. We have moved beyond time to the 

eternal state. 

 

Now the problem a lot of times is the chapter divisions are 

man-made. And because they are, they break at a most 

inconvenient time.  
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We learned in Revelation 21:9 that one of the angels that had 

been involved with the seven bowls of wrath offered to give 

John a guided tour of the heavenly Jerusalem, where we’re 

going to spend eternity. And he did that in chapter 21, but 

he’s still on that tour.  

 

So when we pick up in verse 1, we’re still on tour with the 

angel and John in seeing the heavenly Jerusalem. 

 

We need to get a handle on prophetic sequence.  

 

We can look at a little EIGHT POINT OUTLINE then we can 

study Daniel and the Minor Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah and 

Ezekiel along with Revelation and then put the pieces 

together. 

 

Now let’s look at 8 major points in prophetic sequence to 

distill and summarize everything we’ve talked about.  

 

Point #1—the RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH. 

 

That’s the very first event that triggers everything else. The 

church has to be gone before these events begin to fall in 

sequence. 

 

Point #2—THE 7 YEARS OF TRIBULATION. 

 

Immediately following the Rapture of the church is the 7 years 

of Tribulation.  
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Point #3—Simultaneous with the Tribulation is the 

JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST in Heaven. 

 

The Tribulation on earth and Judgment Seat of Christ in 

Heaven—they’re simultaneous. The Judgment Seat of Christ 

is when we all appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ to 

receive the things we’ve done in our body as believers, 

according to what we have done, whether it be good or bad. 

 

Point #4—the SECOND COMING OF CHRIST to the earth. 

 

We come back with Him to end the Battle of Armageddon, to 

be there for the marriage supper of the Lamb and the 

beginning of the Kingdom. Those three things happen at the 

Second Coming. 

 

He ends the Battle of Armageddon, the marriage supper of the 

Lamb, and the beginning of the Kingdom. 

 

And that is: 

 

Point #5—the KINGDOM. 

 

One thousand years of Christ’s rule and reign of 

righteousness. 

 

Point #6—SATAN IS LOOSED for a brief period of time. 

 

Satan is loosed for a brief period of time and that final 
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rebellion is put down, of course again. 

 

Point #7—the GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT. 

 

This is when all unbelievers are raised from the dead and they 

stand before the Lord in that final dramatic judgment that we 

saw in Revelation 20—and everybody’s condemned. 

 

Point #8—the ETERNAL STATE. 

 

Now with that basic framework we’ll be able to hang onto it 

with other things that we’ve studied prophetically and be able 

to test things we’re hearing in relation to it. 

 

Let’s pick up with me at verse 1 in the study. 

 

v. 1 And he showed me a river of the water of life, 

sparkling like crystal, proceeding out of the throne 

of God and of the Lamb. 

 

“And he showed me a river of the water of life, sparkling like 

crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.” 

 

Now in the Garden of Eden there was a river that actually 

had four different branches to it. And this river is the 

counterpart to the river that was in the Garden of Eden. 

 

Now notice another interesting thing, the “throne of God [the 

Father] and the Lamb” are here in the city. So in this 

heavenly Jerusalem that we’ve begun looking at in our last 
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study, also has in it the “throne of God” the Father and God 

the Son. 

 

Robert Lowry was a pastor for a number of years and as a 

pastor he also wrote a number of very significant hymns. He 

wrote “Nothing But the Blood of Jesus.” But he wrote another 

very familiar hymn that sometimes we use in a giddy fashion 

and we don’t really think about the words and what inspired 

him.  

 

It was this very verse right here that inspired “Shall We 

Gather at the River?” 

 

Where bright angel feet have trod, 

With its crystal tide forever 

Flowing by the throne of God. 

(source unknown) 

 

And then that chorus answers very affirmatively: 

 

Yes, we’ll gather at the river, 

The beautiful, the beautiful river, 

Gather with the saints at the river 

That flows by the throne of God. 

(source unknown) 

 

Now that little word “he” in verse 1 is referring to that angel 

that volunteered to take him on a guided tour back in verse 9 

of chapter 21. 
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v. 2 In the middle of its street and on this side and on 

that side of the river was a tree of life bearing 

twelve fruits, yielding its fruit each month. And the 

leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 

nations.  

 

“In the middle of its street and on this side and on that side of 

the river was a tree of life bearing twelve fruits, yielding its 

fruit each month. And the leaves of the tree were for the 

healing of the nations.” 

 

Now Charles Ryrie, when he gets to this verse, comments in 

the following way: 

 

The source of the river is the throne of God and the Lamb 

and, like the city, it is clear as crystal. The river is the water 

of life, and its presence in the city simply means that fullness 

of life will be the experience of all those who inhabit it. The 

tree of life, is also an assurance of fullness of life in that city. 

The tree yields fruit constantly, indicating the continuous 

blessing that will pour forth. Its leaves are for the healing of 

the nations, which again indicates blessing of some sort. 

(source unknown) 

 

Now we know that in the Garden of Eden there was the Tree 

of Life. Remember that? They ate the Tree of the Knowledge 

of Good and Evil, and remember what the Lord said as a 

result of that in Genesis 3:22: 

 

Genesis 3:22 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



8 

 

 

“…He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take the 

tree of life and eat it and live forever.” 

 

In other words, to eat the “tree of life” means that they would 

have never experienced physical death. Now this “tree of life” 

is here in the Eternal City, because we all have experienced 

eternal life. 

 

Now what does it mean when it says, “the healing of the 

nations”? We thought suffering and pain were gone. Really the 

meaning of that is “health giving.” It’s providing a basis for 

the fullness of the enjoyment of life in the eternal state that 

has nothing to do with dealing with something that is 

negative, whereby we are experiencing healing from adversity 

of physical problems because all of those things have gone by 

the wayside with the curse.  

 

Notice verse 3. 

 

v. 3 And every curse shall exist no longer. And the 

throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and 

His bondslaves shall render Him sacred service.  

 

“And every curse shall exist no longer. And the throne of God 

and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His bondslaves shall 

render Him sacred service.” 

 

Now understand the fact that nature is in a minor key. 

Nature has experienced the “curse.” 
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What happens in the New Jerusalem is that the curse is 

lifted. There’s going to be no more thorns and thistles. There’s 

going to be no more pain and suffering and sorrow and death. 

 

Romans 8:19-23 is the best passage to put here when it talks 

about the “curse’ and the frustration of creation. Paul says: 

 

Romans 8:19-23 

 

…For the creation was subject to futility, not of its own will, 

but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation 

itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption in the 

freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the 

whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth 

together until now. And not only this, but also we ourselves, 

having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 

within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 

redemption of our body. 

 

So the curse is going to be gone and no longer in the wonderful 

city that we’re taking a tour of here. 

 

v. 4 And they shall see His face, and His name shall be 

on their foreheads.  

 

“And they shall see His face, and His name shall be on their 

foreheads.” 

 

Imagine what that moment’s going to be like. To see the face 
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of Jesus Christ?  

 

Moses wanted that, didn’t he? It was the longing of his heart. 

It was also the longing of many of the other biblical characters 

to want to see the face of the Lord. 

 

R. C. Sproul in his book Surprised by Suffering takes a scene 

from Ben-Hur and tries to describe what it’ll be like when we 

see the face of Christ. Remember that scene in Ben-Hur? He 

describes it so well. 

 

(Surprised by Suffering by R. C. Sproul) 

 

Ben-Hur is by a well, and he is filthy, stooped in the dirt, and 

overcome with a fierce thirst. The camera focuses on Ben-

Hur’s face. His countenance is twisted in misery. Then the 

shadow of a man crosses his visage. We do not see the man. 

The camera remains fixed on Ben-Hur’s face. The man offers 

him water. As Ben-Hur lifts his wretched face to behold the 

merciful stranger, we see a sudden radiance transform his 

face. We know instantly, by the radical change of his 

countenance, that when he lifts his head he looks directly into 

the face of Christ. 

[This] is the ultimate hope of the Christian.  

p. 174  

 

That we will indeed see Him face-to-face. 

 

This story in Our Daily Bread fits here: 
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A few years ago a most unusual wedding took place in 

England. The bridegroom, a university honor student, had 

been blinded in an accident when he was 10 years old. In spite 

of his handicap, a very pretty young woman had fallen in love 

with him and was soon to become his wife. Shortly before the 

marriage, the young man, William Dyke, had an operation 

performed on his eyes. On the wedding day the bride walked 

down the aisle with her father. Standing with the groom at 

the front was one of Britain’s foremost surgeons. In an 

unusual addition to the ceremony, the doctor removed the 

bandages from the young man’s eyes. For the first time, he 

looked [with his physical eyes] into the beautiful face of his 

beloved. With a surge of indescribable joy, he cried, “At last! 

At last!” 

(from Our Daily Bread, August 4, year unknown) 

 

And for each of us who have come to know Christ personally, 

God is the sheer joy and anticipation of eternity. For 1 John 

3:2 says: “Soon we shall be like Him for we shall see Him just 

as He is.” 

 

v. 5 And there shall be night no longer. And they are 

not having need of the light of a lamp nor the light 

of the sun, because the Lord God shall shed light 

upon them; and they shall reign forever and ever.  

 

“And there shall be night no longer. And they are not having 

need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the 

Lord God shall shed light upon them; and they shall reign 

forever and ever.” 
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Ryrie says: 

 

Paradise excludes the curse and all darkness. Paradise 

includes the privilege of serving God and the Lamb, of seeing 

His face, and of having His name on our foreheads—a proof of 

complete consecration to God’s service. The word for service 

is…a priestly service. Paradise is not only the absence of evil 

but the privilege of serving God in His presence forever. It also 

means reigning with Him forever and ever. This is complete 

exaltation and perfect exultation. 

(source unknown) 

 

We learned back in chapter 21 that we didn’t need any light in 

the city because the Lamb was going to be there.  

 

Now if we have any problem with the radiance of Christ being 

adequate, just talk to Saul of Tarsus when he was on the road 

to Damascus. And they turned on the lights when he saw the 

Lord in that experience. He was literally blinded by the 

radiance of the light. So there’s going to be plenty of light. 

There will be no darkness there. 

 

By the way, this is the end of the book of Revelation. When we 

get to verse 6, we’re at the END OF THE PROPHECY. All 

verses, from verse7 until the end, is the last invitation to 

accept what’s been provided in Jesus Christ. Because the Lord 

Jesus is going to take over now and He’s going to talk and give 

the final invitation in these dramatic verses that are coming 

before us. But when we get to verse 6, we’ve actually come to 
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the end of the book of Revelation. 

 

v. 6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy 

and dependable” (faithful and true); and the Lord, 

the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His 

angel to show to His bondservants things which of 

necessity must come to pass shortly.  

 

“And he said to me, ‘These words are trustworthy and 

dependable’”—we put in parenthesis—“(faithful and true);” 

 

They’re “faithful” and they’re “true.” They can stake their life 

on them. 

 

“and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His 

angel to show to His bondservants things which of necessity 

must come to pass shortly.” 

 

This is exactly what we learned back earlier in the book of 

Revelation—way back in Revelation 1: 

 

Revelation 1:1 

 

A revelation of Jesus Christ, which God (the Father) gave to 

Him to point out to His bondservants, the things which must 

shortly take place; and He made them known, having sent 

them by His angel to His bondservant John; 

 

We can stake our life on these. They’re “faithful” and they’re 

“true.” 
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2 Timothy 3:16, 17 

 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable 

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for training in 

righteousness; that the man of God may be adequately 

equipped for every good work. 

 

And then : 

 

2 Peter 1:19-21 

 

And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which 

you do well to pay attention as a light shining in a dark 

place… 

 

Verse 7—now the Lord Jesus takes over and gives this final 

invitation. He’s going to say “I come quickly” three times. And 

when the Lord says something three times, we want to pay 

attention to it. It’s like, He is coming! 

 

v. 7 “And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he 

who is keeping the words of the prophecy of this 

book.”  

 

‘“And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who is 

keeping the words of the prophecy of this book.”’ 

 

Way back in chapter 1 he said: 
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Revelation 1:3 

 

Blessed are those who are hearing the words of this prophecy, 

paying attention to the words of this prophecy… 

 

There are those who read it who hear it and pay attention to 

it. Now he says blessed are those who are “keeping” it. In 

other words, we’re going another step further and in the end 

we’re being obedient and we’re living in light of it. 

 

Now since this is Blessing #6 and there’s one more down in 

verse 14, we need to review those SEVEN “BLESSEDs” in the 

book of Revelation. These are the SEVEN BEATITUDES in 

Revelation. It’s a good time to do it, right here at the end. 

 

1. Revelation 1:3 

 

Blessed is he who is reading and those who are hearing the 

words…and paying attention… 

 

2. Revelation 14:13 

 

… “Blessed are the dead who are dying in the Lord from now 

on!”… 

 

That was right in the middle of the Tribulation—and to die 

rather than to suffer would be a blessing. 

 

3. Revelation 16:15 
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…Blessed is the one who is staying away… 

 

That’s always a good verse at this particular time in the 

study.  

 

4. Revelation 19:9 

 

…Blessed are those who have been invited to the banquet of 

the wedding of the Lamb.” 

 

We want to get on that invitation list. That’s the beginning of 

the Kingdom—19:9. 

 

5. Revelation 20:6 

 

And we want to get in this group too: 

 

Blessed and holy is the one who is having a share in the first 

resurrection… 

 

We don’t want that GWT action where we’re going to be at the 

Great White Throne. We want that first one—that’s the 

blessed one. 

 

6. Revelation 22:7 

 

…Blessed is he who is keeping the words of this prophecy… 

 

7. Revelation 22:14 
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Blessed are those who are washing their robes… 

 

And we know that we’re going to wash those robes in the blood 

of the Lamb. 

 

Now the reason we look at these is to be reminded of how 

Jesus started His ministry. Back in Matthew 5 in His first 

public address—the Sermon on the Mount—He started His 

ministry with the word “Blessed.” And we got the Beatitudes: 

 

…the poor in spirit… 

 

…those who mourn… 

 

…the gentle… 

 

…those who hunger and thirst for righteousness… 

 

…the merciful… 

 

…the pure in heart… 

 

…the peacemakers… 

 

…those who have been persecuted for righteousness sake… 

 

Blessed are you when men will revile you, and persecute 

you… (see Matthew 5:2-12) 

 

That’s the blessing of the beginning of His ministry and here 
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are the “BLESSEDs,” the BLESSINGS in the book of 

Revelation. 

 

v. 8 And I, John, am he who is hearing and seeing these 

things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to 

worship before the feet of the angel who was 

showing me these things.  

 

“And I, John, am he who is hearing and seeing these things. 

And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the 

feet of the angel who was showing me these things.” 

 

Here’s the line again about “same song, third verse.” When he 

gets so overwhelmed and excited he just falls on his face and 

starts worshipping and we go through it again. The angel 

says, “Come on, get up man. This is not for you. I’m just like 

you.” And that’s verse 9. 

 

v. 9 And he is saying to me, “See to it that you do not do 

so. I am a fellow bondslave of yours and of your 

brethren the prophets and of those who are 

keeping the words of this book: Worship God.”  

 

“And he is saying to me, ‘See to it that you do not do so. I am a 

fellow bondslave of yours and of your brethren the prophets 

and of those who are keeping the words of this book: Worship 

God.”’ 

 

Doesn’t it kind of get us to thinking that the person who has 

been recording this and experiencing it would be on his face so 
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many times in excitement? Back in chapter 1 when he saw the 

glorified Christ, this is the one who was leaning on his breast 

in the Upper Room and it was his best friend. And he was on 

his face like a dead man in chapter 1 when he saw the 

glorified Christ. And here he is over and over again scraping 

the heavenlies with just sheer excitement and anticipation of 

when all of these things are going to be fulfilled. 

 

Oh what a witness he is! Verse 10. 

 

v. 10 And he is saying to me, “Do not seal up the words 

of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near.  

 

“And he is saying to me, ‘Do not seal up the words of the 

prophecy of this book, for the time is near.” 

 

When Daniel gave his prophecy in Daniel 12, he heard this 

message in verse 4: 

 

Daniel 12:4 

 

But you, Daniel, close up and seal the words of the scroll until 

the time of the end. Many will go here and there to increase 

the knowledge.” 

 

In other words, why did the Lord say to Daniel—when he got 

through with his deal—is put a seal on it and wait because it’s 

going to be some time? 

 

And then why would John—does he say, “Don’t seal it up 
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because people need to know what it says because the time is 

near”? 

 

The difference being Daniel is writing 400 years before the 

Crucifixion of Christ and John is writing after the birthday of 

the early church. And he’s writing somewhere around 90 A.D. 

The church has already been in existence. And listen, “the 

time is near” because when the church ends that’s the 

beginning of this! And John is writing about the age in which 

we are living. So leave the book open so we can understand 

what’s coming, because when this age ends that begins the 

book! 

 

We’re going to be raptured out of here and Revelation is going 

to be the textbook for what’s going to happen in into eternity. 

So he’s right. “Don’t seal” the book since “the time is near.” 

People need to understand what God is doing and when the 

time is going to be fulfilled. 

 

Now verse 11 is a verse that most of us didn’t even know was 

in the Bible and it probably is troubling when we read it for 

the first time. 

 

v. 11 Let the one who is doing wrong, still do wrong; 

and let him who is dirty, still continue to be dirty; 

and he who is righteous, let him practice 

righteousness still; and he who is holy, let him be 

made holy still.  

 

“Let the one who is doing wrong, still do wrong; and let him 
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who is dirty, still continue to be dirty; and he who is righteous, 

let him practice righteousness still; and he who is holy, let 

him be holy still.” 

 

Now we have TWO NEGATIVES and TWO POSITIVES.  

 

We have a person: 

 

1. “who is doing wrong” and 

 

2. he’s “dirty.” 

 

And then we have two positives. On the other side we have a 

person who is: 

 

1. practicing “righteousness” and 

 

2. he is one “who is holy.” 

 

What is the meaning of that verse and why do we leave it like 

that? 

 

Understanding. The minute we die, the minute we leave time, 

everything about us is crystalized for eternity. If we keep 

doing wrong and we stay dirty, the minute we die we 

crystalize that. We don’t ever have another chance. We have 

put in concrete our lifestyle and our actions for eternity.  

 

So a person “who is doing wrong” and “who is dirty” is going to 

be dirty and wrong throughout eternity. And a person who is 
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declared righteous in Jesus Christ and he’s walking in 

holiness, is going to be like that throughout eternity. Death, 

eternity, crystalizes the choices of time for eternity.  

 

And that’s what he’s saying. It is an EITHER/OR situation. 

We can’t have a BOTH/AND here. There’s an urgency. Now is 

the accepted time! Now is the day of salvation! This is the only 

time we can make the change! 

 

Hebrews 2:3 

 

How shall we escape if we neglect… 

 

And some people are making that same decision today. 

They’re going to let their pride stand in the way and they’re 

not going to respond. And they are once again crystalizing 

these things in view of what will happen in eternity. 

 

Why is it that we let our pride and our arrogance cause us to 

miss some of the greatest blessings in life?  

 

There’s a humorous story about Muhammad Ali. He was on an 

airplane and just before the airplane got ready to take off the 

flight attendant requested that he put on his seat belt. 

 

(If God is in Charge... by Stephen Brown) 

 

He smiled at her and said, “Superman don’t need no seat belt.” 

She smiled back and sweetly replied, “Superman don’t 

need no plane!” 
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p. 148  

 

Verse 12—here it is again. 

 

v. 12 Behold, I am coming quickly. And My reward is 

with Me to render to each one as his work is.  

 

“Behold, I am coming quickly. And My reward is with Me to 

render to each one as his work is.” 

 

This is the eternal Son of God speaking. He’s not willing that 

any should perish but that all should come to repentance. (see 

2 Peter 3:9)  

 

And He says: 

 

“My reward is with Me…” 

 

What does that mean? That means that when we appear 

before the Judgment Seat of Christ, we’re going to receive 

what we’ve done according to what we’ve done as believers—

whether it be good or bad. 

 

Romans 14:12 

 

So each of us shall give account of himself to God. 

 

And in 1 Corinthians 3 we can have the wood, hay and straw 

or the gold, silver and precious stones that will remain there 

for reward. (see 1 Corinthians 3:12-15) 
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The Lord says, “I am coming quickly. And My reward is with 

Me to render to each one as his work is.” 

 

Now does that bother us? Does that make us uncomfortable 

with botched up priorities that are more enjoying the here and 

now than living in view of the hereafter? It should. 

 

Matthew 6:19, 20 

 

“Don’t lay up for yourselves treasure upon earth, where moth 

and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal… 

 

Colossians 3:2 

 

Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 

 

Colossians 3:23 

 

Whatsoever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord 

rather than for men; 

 

Luke 12:19, 20 

 

‘And I will say to my soul, “Soul, thou hast much goods laid up 

for many years; take ease, eat drink and be merry.”’ But God 

said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul shall be 

required of you; and who will own what you have prepared?’ 

 

Know the story of the old man and the sea? The old man had 
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not caught a marlin for a long time and everybody was 

making fun of him. And then he went out one day and he 

hooked the biggest fish that he’d ever seen in his life. And all 

night long he labors over the catching of that fish, all the next 

day and all the next night. And finally he’s able to get that 

prize fish gaffed and then roped to the side of his boat. It is so 

huge. And as he is sailing homeward the sharks come and this 

is the final scene of the book: 

 

(The Old Man and the Sea by Ernest Hemingway) 

 

“You must get well fast [this is the young native boy] for 

there is much that I can learn and you can teach me 

everything. How much did you suffer?” 

“Plenty,” the old man said. 

“I’ll bring the food and the papers,” the boy said. “Rest 

well, old man. I will bring stuff from the drugstore for your 

hands.” 

“Don’t forget to tell Pedrico the head is his.” 

“No, I will remember.” 

As the boy went out the door and down the worn coral 

rock road he was crying again. 

That afternoon there was a party of tourists at the 

Terrace and looking down in the water among the empty beer 

cans and dead barracudas a woman saw a great long white 

spine with a huge tail at the end that lifted and swung with 

the tide while the east wind blew a heavy steady sea outside 

the entrance to the harbour. 

“What’s that?” she asked a waiter and pointed to the long 

backbone of the great fish that was now just garbage waiting 
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to go out with the tide. 

pp. 126-27  

 

Sometimes the stuff we live for is going to just be garbage 

that’s going to go out with the tide when we see what the Lord 

has prepared for us. 

 

2 Timothy 2:4 

 

No man that warreth and entangle with himself with the 

affairs of this life, that he may please him who hath chosen 

him to be a soldier. 

 

He is coming and His reward is with Him. Let’s live in view of 

that imminent coming of Jesus Christ. 

 

v. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the 

last, the beginning and the end.”  

 

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 

beginning and the end.”’ 

 

Now we have seen that many times. In fact this is the fourth 

time that phrase has occurred in Revelation.  

 

Jesus called Himself the “Alpha and Omega” back in: 

 

1. Revelation 1:8, 

 

2. Revelation 1:11, and 
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3. Revelation 21:6, and  

 

4. here it is in Revelation 22:13. 

 

Verse 14—our seventh “Blessed.” 

 

v. 14 Blessed are those who are washing their robes, in 

order that theirs shall be the authority over the 

tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.  

 

“Blessed are those who are washing their robes, in order that 

theirs shall be the authority over the tree of life, and may 

enter by the gates into the city.” 

 

Now what does it mean when it says “washing their robes”? 

Does that mean they get out some laundry soap and wash 

their robes?  

 

Well wherever we have seen that in the book of Revelation, 

there’s also another added phrase. They are “washing their 

robes”—“in the blood of the Lamb.” Their robes are white 

because of what Christ has done, not because of what they’ve 

done. 

 

Titus 3:5 

 

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 

according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 

regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Spirit. 
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Revelation 7:14 

 

And I said to him, “My Lord, you are knowing.” And he said to 

me, “These are the ones who are coming out of the great 

tribulation, and they washed their robes and made them 

white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 

Cal Thomas wrote a book called Occupied Territory and he 

said: 

 

(Occupied Territory by Cal Thomas) 

 

One is reminded of an old Pete Seeger song about the Vietnam 

War. Seeger wrote, “We’re knee-deep in the big muddy, and 

the big fool says to push on.” 

p. 35  

 

That’s exactly what the devil tries to get us to do—just keep 

on pushing through the mud, staying dirty. But try as much 

as we want, we can’t make ourselves clean by ourselves rather 

than to really trust the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. 

 

Now this story is just a little long but listen to the words of 

this man: 

 

(Hope Has Its Reasons: From the Search for Self to the 

Surprise of Faith by Rebecca Manley Pippert) 

 

He was an Eastern European Jew. He had prospered 
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professionally, married a Gentile and had one son. Then came 

World War II and the deportation of the Jews. His Jewish 

identity was not widely known, and because of his marriage 

he thought he might be protected from going to prison camp. 

But one day as he returned home from work he saw to his 

horror that the Gestapo were waiting for him. They grabbed 

him and led him off to the train. His mind was dazed, 

wondering who had betrayed him. As they were dragging him 

away, he cried out to one of the soldiers that he hadn’t even 

been allowed to embrace his wife before he left. 

The soldier laughed grimly and said, “You fool. Don’t you 

know that it was your wife who tipped us off?” 

“You liar!” Jacob cried. “She would never do a thing like 

that!” 

But the soldier replied, “Then you must be the only one 

who doesn’t know. Your wife is having an affair with the chief 

of police.” Jacob looked back at his wife in disbelief and horror. 

But the expression of guilt on her face and her inability to look 

him in the eyes confirmed that it was true. 

He spent the next five years in a prison camp. Several 

times he nearly died. He certainly hoped that he would. The 

bitterness and despair that filled him was the only reminder 

that he was still alive. One thing, however, occasionally gave 

him a flicker of hope. If he could survive prison camp, perhaps 

his son would still be home and they could be reunited. That 

was the only thought that ever brought light into his 

darkness. 

Finally the war was over and he was released. As he 

made the long journey home only one thought obsessed him: 

the intense desire to see his son. When he arrived at his 
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hometown he was told that his wife had left years before to an 

unknown destination. Somewhere in northern Europe, he was 

told. She had taken their son with her. He now knew that he 

would never see his son again. His last hope was gone. He was 

physically ill, emaciated, desperately hungry, and penniless. 

He had nowhere to go, so he went to a park bench where the 

bums of the town gathered. 

Even in his misery he could not overlook the irony. These 

were the men that he had given loose change to on his way to 

work in days gone by. Now he was one of them. Before long 

the police arrested him for loitering. He told the police it was a 

relief. At least in jail he would get some food and a place to 

sleep. They saw immediately that he was not a skid row bum 

but a man in desperate straits. They asked him if he had 

family. He said he had one brother he had not seen since he 

was a teenager, who now lived in Tel Aviv. The government 

decided to pay for the ticket to send him there, as they did not 

know what else to do with him. 

Jacob arrived in Israel with no money. He had hardly 

eaten in a week and was terribly ill. He went to his brother’s 

home and the brother would not let him in the door. That is 

almost unheard of in Jewish culture, but the brother had not 

seen him in years and refused to believe that this haggard, 

decrepit-looking bum at his door was really his brother Jacob. 

He told him to come back with papers to prove [it]. Jacob did 

not give him the chance to find out. He could not suffer the 

indignity of one more rejection. 

Now he was almost too poor to secure the means to kill 

himself. And too tired. So he found another park bench where 

the lowest of the low gathered and he waited to die. He did not 
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eat, because there was nothing to eat. He had actually sunk to 

begging for food in his own country, but here he could not bear 

the humiliation of it. All he thought of was death. He knew it 

would only be days [away] now. 

Several days had passed as he lay on the park bench, 

when at a distance he saw a blond, freshly scrubbed teenage 

girl, obviously an American, entering the park with a friend. 

He wondered what on earth someone so innocent and angelic-

looking was doing in a park for derelicts. He closed his eyes. 

Suddenly he heard a soft voice speaking to him. Jacob opened 

his eyes and to his astonishment he saw her looking at him 

with a compassion and sincerity that caught him off guard. It 

was the first time he had heard anyone speak to him with 

kindness in six years. He did not know whether he wanted to 

cry in gratitude or laugh in cynicism. But her concern moved 

him in spite of himself. “What do you want?” he growled at 

her. 

“Sir, I wasn’t even supposed to be here in this park. I got 

off the bus at the wrong place. But when I saw you, and the 

terrible sadness in your face I just couldn’t leave without 

telling you something,” she said softly. 

“Why don’t you get back on your bus and leave me alone!” 

he snapped, appalled as he heard himself sounding as surly as 

the street people he used to give money to. 

“Sir, I was afraid to come over here, but I feel like God is 

nudging me to tell you something, before I get back on my bus. 

I wish I knew how to say it better but, well, sir, Jesus loves 

you. He loves you. He really does.” 

He looked at her in disbelief. This child was telling him 

that somebody in heaven loved him? After all the hell he had 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



32 

 

been though [sic], all the indignity he had suffered, all the 

rage that had filled his soul for so many years. And now this 

naive American, who had probably never known a day of real 

suffering, who had lived a sheltered and protected life, in her 

innocence, was telling him that some Gentile God loved him. 

He could not decide whether he was outraged by the audacity, 

or moved that she took the effort to talk with him. But as he 

looked up at her face he saw tears streaming down her cheeks, 

and to his astonishment he began to weep [too]. 

“No one could love me, child. It’s too late for me,” he said 

between sobs.  

“No,” she replied urgently as she took his thin, gnarled 

hand into hers. “It’s not too late. God will gladly take you if 

only you’d let him. Just tell him that you want [Him] to. He 

will love you and help you.” 

He said it was at that moment that he knew that 

Someone was reaching out to him through her. He could not 

have imagined a more unlikely messenger. But he knew deep 

within that he was being offered help in his last hour. But the 

choice was his. He decided to take it. He prayed with this girl 

on some park bench in the outskirts of nowhere, in his own 

language. Then he looked at her and said, “I am thankful to 

you, more than you can ever know. But I am very sick. I am 

dying.” With that, the girl and [her little] friend who was with 

her helped him up and they took him by bus to the home 

where they were staying. 

pp. 153-157  

 

The next 20 years of Jacob’s life is a dramatic change. For 

Jacob there are years of recovering everything he lost, 
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reconciliation with his brother and a fantastic ministry there 

in Tele Viv. And then we read this: 

 

(Hope Has Its Reasons: From the Search for Self to the 

Surprise of Faith by Rebecca Manley Pippert) 

 

[When I get to heaven all I want to do is to offer] a cup of 

water to everyone else. What could I ever do to express my 

gratitude to God for all that he has done for me? How will I 

ever be able to thank Jesus enough? So much has happened in 

my life since that moment twenty years ago. But the one fact 

that staggers me most of all, is that [little] girl was right. 

Jesus loves me. He really does.” 

p. 157  

 

Rebecca Manley Pippert’s husband, Wes, is a correspondent 

and was in Tele Viv for quite a number of years in doing some 

journalistic assignment there, and so she says this: 

 

(Hope Has Its Reasons: From the Search for Self to the 

Surprise of Faith by Rebecca Manley Pippert) 

 

The week that we left Israel I tried to get in touch with Jacob 

to say good-bye. I was told he had become sick and the doctors 

thought he only had days to live. I asked how his spirits were. 

He was peaceful and serene, they said. There were believers 

with him at the hospital, and they were reading him the 

Psalms and praying and singing hymns. What a contrast with 

the bitter, dying man on the park bench a score of years 

earlier. I asked if he was saying anything. Just one thing, I 
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was told. He repeats ever so softly: “Jesus loves me.” 

p. 157  

 

The Lord is saying, “Behold, I am coming quickly.” 

 

He means that and now is the accepted time. 

 

v. 15 Outside are the dogs and those who practice 

magical arts, and the immoral persons, and the 

murderers and the idolaters and everyone who is 

loving and practicing lying.  

 

“Outside are the dogs and those who practice magical arts, 

and the immoral persons, and the murderers and the idolaters 

and everyone who is loving and practicing lying.” 

 

It was Dag Hammerskjold who said: 

 

(The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People: Restoring the 

Character Ethic by Stephen R. Covey) 

 

You cannot play with the animal in you without becoming 

wholly animal, play with falsehood without forfeiting your 

right to truth, play with cruelty without losing your sensitivity 

of mind. He who wants to keep his garden tidy doesn’t reserve 

a plot for [the] weeds. 

p. 305  

 

v. 16 “I, Jesus, sent My angel to testify these things to 

you concerning (for) the churches. As for myself, I 
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am the root and the offspring of David, the bright, 

morning star.”  

 

‘“I, Jesus, sent My angel to testify these things to you 

concerning (for) the churches.” 

 

Jesus is the one talking: “I did this for the churches.” 

 

That’s the first time the church has been mentioned in the 

book of Revelation since Revelation 3. That verifies the fact 

that the church has nothing to do with the Tribulation. 

 

“As for myself, I am the root and the offspring of David,”—and 

He is. He’s going to sit on the throne of His father David—“the 

bright, morning star.”’ 

 

Remember Revelation 2:28 and 29? 

 

Revelation 2:28, 29 

 

I will give to him the morning star. He who is having ears, let 

him hear what the Spirit is saying to the churches.’ 

 

Yes, He is indeed that one. 

 

And now for the FINAL INVITATION—verse 17. 

 

v. 17 And the Spirit and the bride are saying, “Be 

coming.” And he who is hearing, let him say, “Be 

coming.” And he who is thirsting let him be coming. 
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He who is desiring, let him take the water of life 

without cost.  

 

“And the Spirit and the bride”—that’s the church—“are 

saying, ‘Be coming.’ And he who is hearing, let him say, ‘Be 

coming.’ And he who is thirsting let him be coming. He who is 

desiring, let him take the water of life without cost.” 

 

The choice is ours! We can ignore it and be foolish, we can 

fight it and be silly, or we can submit and discover the exciting 

thrill of a changed life in Jesus Christ. That’s the last call—

the last invitation of scripture. 

 

Now verses 18 and 19, we have some sobering statements.  

 

There’s ADDITION in 18 and SUBTRACTION in 19. 

 

v. 18 It is I who am testifying to everyone who is 

hearing the words of the prophecy of this book; if 

anyone adds to them, God shall add to him the 

plagues which have been written in this book.  

 

“It is I who am testifying to everyone who is hearing the words 

of the prophecy of this book; if anyone adds to them, God shall 

add to him the plagues which have been written in this book.” 

 

That is strong! Because there are those who are adding to the 

divine revelation. 
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v. 19 And if anyone shall take away from the words of 

the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 

portion from the tree of life and out of the holy city, 

which have been written in this book.  

 

“And if anyone shall take away from the words of the book of 

this prophecy, God shall take away his portion from the tree of 

life and out of the holy city, which have been written in this 

book.” 

 

Those are strong, self-explanatory statements. 

 

v. 20 He who is testifying to these things is saying, “Yes, 

I am coming quickly.” Amen! Be coming, Lord 

Jesus.  

 

“He who is testifying to these things is saying, ‘Yes, I am 

coming quickly.’”—JESUS. 

 

John says: 

 

“Amen! Be coming, Lord Jesus.” 

 

And he ends with GRACE. 

 

v. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.  

 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all.” 

 

We almost feel like we need to sing “Amazing Grace, how 
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sweet the sound.” 

 

Let’s look together now at the lessons that we get from this as 

we wrap up our study together. 

 

Lesson #1: The Water of Life is available to all those who will 

come to drink. 

 

Lesson #2: The throne of God and of the Lamb are in the new 

Jerusalem. 

 

Lesson #3: The words of this prophecy are trustworthy and 

dependable. 

 

We can count on it. 

 

Lesson #4: There is a blessing for those who are keeping the 

words of this prophecy. 

 

Lesson #5: “Behold, He is coming quickly.” 

 

Lesson #6: It is a serious matter to tamper with the contents 

of divine revelation. 

 

A historical novel called The Tenth Measure is written by 

Brenda Lesley Segal. It’s out of print but it’s similar to 

Mesada and obviously she has done a great deal of research on 

the Holy Land.  

 

In her novel she describes a Roman actor by the name of 
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Aliterus who comes to Jerusalem in 69 A.D. And this is what 

he says when he gets to the city: 

 

I have come here like one aspiring to an audition, an actor in 

search of a role. Meanwhile, the playwright has vanished. God 

of Josephus and of my own mother as well, you had better 

provide me with a stage direction now, or cue me, if you 

please. The fact is, I have lost my place in this script or [I 

have] wandered foolishly into the wrong theater. 

(source unknown) 

 

Maybe we’ve lost our place in the script. Maybe we’ve 

wandered into the wrong theater.  

 

Amos 4:12 warns us: 

 

Amos 4:12 

 

… prepare to meet your God… 

 

Second Corinthians 6:2 says: 

 

2 Corinthians 6:2 

 

…now is “the accepted time,” now is “the day of salvation.” 

 

What is the condemnation ultimately of the lost?  

 

“You knew your duty but you did it not.” 
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Jesus Christ is no man of low degree. He promised us He was 

going to prepare a place for us. And when He got it prepared, 

He was going to come again and receive us unto Himself. That 

where He was, we would be also. 

 

Jesus Christ is going to keep His promise and He’s soon 

coming to take us to His mansion in the sky. 

 

Father, we pray that a pervading sense of assurance would 

sweep through and that each person would come to an abiding 

sense of peace that they have a personal relationship with the 

Lord Jesus Christ. Thank You for this series of studies where 

we’ve looked at many of these passages and all of the verses of 

the book of Revelation. You’ve taught us afresh that we do 

have the signs, the things which are telling us that the pieces 

are falling together for the fruition of Your plan. And we want 

to say, Amen, even so come Lord Jesus. For it’s in the Savior’s 

name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Twenty-Four – Jesus is Coming – 

Revelation 22:1-21        NOTES 

 
v. 1 And he showed me a river of the water of life, sparkling like 

crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

v. 2 In the middle of its street and on this side and on that side of 

the river was a tree of life bearing twelve fruits, yielding its fruit 

each month. And the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 

nations. 

v. 3 And every curse shall exist no longer. And the throne of God 

and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His bondslaves shall render 

Him sacred service. 

v. 4 And they shall see His face, and His name shall be on their 

foreheads. 

v. 5 And there shall be night no longer. And they are not having 

need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the 

Lord God shall shed light upon them; and they shall reign forever 

and ever. 

v. 6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and 

dependable” (faithful and true); and the Lord, the God of the 

spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bondservants 

things which of necessity must come to pass shortly. 

v. 7 “And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who is 

keeping the words of the prophecy of this book.” 

v. 8 And I, John, am he who is hearing and seeing these things. 

And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of 

the angel who was showing me these things. 

v. 9 And he is saying to me, “See to it that you do not do so. I am a 

fellow bondslave of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of 

those who are keeping the words of this book: Worship God.” 

v. 10 And he is saying to me, “Do not seal up the words of the 

prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 
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            NOTES 
v. 11 Let the one who is doing wrong, still do wrong; and let him 

who is dirty, still continue to be dirty; and he who is righteous, let 

him practice righteousness still; and he who is holy, let him be 

made holy still. 

v. 12 Behold, I am coming quickly. And My reward is with Me to 

render to each one as his work is. 

v. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the 

beginning and the end.” 

v. 14 Blessed are those who are washing their robes, in order that 

theirs shall be the authority over the tree of life, and may enter by 

the gates into the city. 

v. 15 Outside are the dogs and those who practice magical arts, 

and the immoral persons, and the murderers and the idolaters and 

everyone who is loving and practicing lying. 

v. 16 “I, Jesus, sent My angel to testify these things to you 

concerning (for) the churches. As for myself, I am the root and the 

offspring of David, the bright, morning star.” 

v. 17 And the Spirit and the bride are saying, “Be coming.” And he 

who is hearing, let him say, “Be coming.” And he who is thirsting 

let him be coming. He who is desiring, let him take the water of 

life without cost. 

v. 18 It is I who am testifying to everyone who is hearing the words 

of the prophecy of this book; if anyone adds to them, God shall add 

to him the plagues which have been written in this book. 

v. 19 And if anyone shall take away from the words of the book of 

this prophecy, God shall take away his portion from the tree of life 

and out of the holy city, which have been written in this book. 

v. 20 He who is testifying to these things is saying, “Yes, I am 

coming quickly.” Amen! Be coming, Lord Jesus. 

v. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 22:1-21 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe what John sees in verses 1 & 2. 

 

 

 

 

3. What is God going to do, according to verse 4? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the announcement from the throne, according to 

verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the promise to those who are gaining the victory, 

according to verse 7? 
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6. Who experiences the second death, according to verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

7. Describe in your own words the city which John saw. 

 

 

 

 

8. Why doesn’t the city need light, according to verse 23? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: The Water of Life is available to all those who 

will come to drink. 

 

LESSON #2: The throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in 

the new Jerusalem. 

 

LESSON #3: The words of this prophecy are trustworthy and 

dependable. 

 

LESSON #4: There is a blessing for those who are keeping the 

words of this prophecy. 

 

LESSON #5: “Behold, He is coming quickly.” 

 

LESSON #6: It is a serious matter to tamper with the 

contents of divine revelation. 
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