
1 

A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number Three – The Letter to the Church in 

Smyrna – Revelation 2:8-11 

We’re talking about SUFFERING. 

James Means was a professor in a seminary in the Northwest 

and he went through the long arduous trial of two years in the 

death of his wife to cancer. And this is what he says: 

(A Tearful Celebration by James Means) 

God’s comfort is not insulation from difficulty; 

 it is spiritual fortification 

sufficient to enable me to stand firm, 

undefeated in the fiery trials of life. 

p. 13

[Most] of what our religion expresses is sentimentally 

magnificent, but theologically weak. We frequently teach what 

we want to believe rather than face the naked, sometimes 

brutal truth. The words of a familiar hymn we sing in church 

read: 
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All you may need He will provide, 

God will take care of you; 

Nothing you ask will be denied, 

God will take care of you. 

 

I have sung that song ever since childhood, but I don’t like to 

sing it any more. To say “nothing you ask will be denied” is to 

tell a lie. 

 The truth is that God does not instantly and always meet 

all wants of Christians. Such thinking about God is incorrect. 

I must surrender these erroneous notions. God is not a cosmic 

nursemaid who can be manipulated to keep me comfortable 

and happy. Like the apostle Paul and innumerable others, I 

must learn to live with deprivation and necessity. 

p. 17  

 

There are some strong statements that C. S. Lewis talks about 

suffering. His wife died and he became extremely bitter in his 

grief over the fact that she died and God hadn’t seemed to 

manifest His presence to him. And this is what he says as he 

speaks of it: 

 

[Observe] this phenomenon in the ways of God: “Go to Him 

when your need is desperate, when all other help is vain, and 

what do you find? A door slammed in your face, and a sound of 

bolting and double bolting on the inside…Why is He so 

present a commander in our time of prosperity and so very 

absent a help in time of trouble?” 

(source unknown) 
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Now that shocks us, doesn’t it? Some of us have been brought 

up with the idea that God is obligated to really bless us. For 

instance, many of us have probably prayed, “God, if you let me 

land this business deal You’re going to really have somebody 

on Your hands that’s totally committed to You!” In other 

words, it’s kind of a joint venture—“You do Your thing God 

and I’ll do mine.” And that’s the picture we describe. And it’s 

total performance—“I perform for You God, You perform for 

me.” 

 

And God is reaching out and saying, “Look, I want a 

relationship with you that’s going to change your life and 

make you like My Son. And I’m going to do whatever I need in 

your life to make you like that.” 

 

And that’s going to change our whole concept of suffering. Our 

goal for this study is to totally reorient our thinking about 

suffering. We will no longer have to read the book on why bad 

things happen to good people after this study, if we get a 

handle on it. And remember, Jesus is the One speaking so 

we’re hearing it straight from the One who knows all about 

suffering. 

 

Margaret Clarkson wrote a book called Destined for Glory and 

she says this: 

 

(Destined for Glory by Margaret Clarkson) 

 

 Some think that Christians are exempt from trouble in 

this world and preach inviting but unsubstantiated doctrines 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



4 

 

of instant health, wealth, and happiness in Jesus. Some teach 

that physical healing is a part of the Atonement, and that 

anyone who is sick is either lacking in faith, out of God’s will, 

or harboring some secret sin. Others seek miraculous 

deliverance from all of life’s difficulties and spend their lives 

running from one source of hoped-for miracle to another. Some 

are so shaken when trouble strikes or miracles are not 

forthcoming that they become bitter and cold; some even 

abandon their Christian faith. None of these responses to 

suffering rightly commends the power of the Gospel to an 

unbelieving world. 

pp. 6-7  

 

So we’re hitting the nerve of it. Some of us aren’t very close to 

God because we’re bitter about something that happened in 

our life. Or maybe we’re still trying to find out why we got 

such a bum deal. Maybe it was something we feel inside that 

we did way back when we were a child and we’re trying to 

figure out why God let that thing happen to us. And so we feel 

we have an excuse to keep God at a distance in our life, rather 

than be intimate and close. 

 

As we look at the suffering church, our hope is that we’ll begin 

to understand that God uses all things. And suffering is a 

vital part of God’s program to make us like His Son. 

 

Now in Revelation 1: 19 we had the INSPIRED OUTLINE for 

the text. 

 

John was told to write: 
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I. chapter 1—“the things which you saw.” 

 

II. “the things which are”—chapters 2 and 3—the letters to 

the seven churches, and 

 

III. “the things which shall be hereafter”—chapters 4-22. 

 

The first letter was the letter to the church at Ephesus. And 

remember, as he spoke to them in the first letter, he affirmed 

them for several things that they were doing right. He said: 

 

1. I know your WORKS, 

 

2. I know your TOIL, 

 

3. I know your CONVICTIONS, 

 

4. I know your ability to DISCERN those who are false and 

those who are true, and  

 

5. I also want to COMMEND you for not growing weary. 

 

That was basically what he said. And then he ADMONISHED 

them. He said, “you have left your first love.” 

 

He’s saying, “you fell in love with Me”—and that was the 

biggest concern to the Lord Jesus in that particular letter.  

 

Now as we look at these letters, there is the possibility that in 
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these letters we see church history from Pentecost until the 

day the church is going to be taken out of here. And we’re 

going to see that again. 

 

In the first letter, the apostolic church did become cold and 

complacent in its love for the Lord. Now from about 100 A.D. 

on up to around 300 A.D. there was horrendous persecution. 

Countless thousands of Christians died a martyr’s death.  

 

Many Christians in Rome died simply because they were 

following the Christ. And that’s the letter we’re looking at 

now. We’re talking about the suffering church. 

 

Now each letter is similar. In the first verse Jesus always 

introduces Himself with some statement from chapter 1 to 

minister to their needs, then He will affirm them, admonish 

them and give them a promise, and then it ends. 

 

Now this is the only letter, by the way, that does not have an 

admonishment. We don’t have to admonish somebody who’s 

really suffering. They have discovered in the crucible what it 

is to walk close to God if they are indeed following the right 

pattern for responding to suffering that comes into their lives. 

And so the Lord has no admonishment in this letter. Basically 

an affirmation and a promise in the four verses we’re going to 

look at together. 

 

Now where is Smyrna? And what does Smyrna mean?  

 

Smyrna’s about 35 miles north of Ephesus. It’s kind of like 
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these seven churches are an arch in Asia Minor. From down 

here in Patmos, John came from Ephesus to Patmos and he’s 

going to go back there and he’s going to die there. And then we 

move 35 miles north, we get to Smyrna. Paul was involved in 

all seven of these churches, in the founding of them and 

certainly in the preaching to them. 

 

Now Smyrna was a seaport town. It was called “the glory of 

Asia.” There were two things in this town that really made it a 

fabulous place. There was a big temple to Tiberius, the Roman 

emperor, so emperor worship was a vital part of Smyrna as a 

city. 

 

And secondly, they had the second largest library in the then-

known world. Alexandria, Egypt had the first one and here in 

Smyrna was the second largest library. So they had 

tremendous books. It would be a city we would love to be in.  

 

Smyrna claimed Homer as one of its native sons, and certainly 

if we’ve read any literature at all we realize who he is and how 

he fits into this whole picture. So here is a fabulous seaport 

town where much was brought in—in import—and then 

exported out into the Roman empire through the city of 

Smyrna. 

 

Now what does the name Smyrna mean? Smyrna means 

“myrrh.” Now when do we think of myrrh? Gold, frankincense 

and myrrh—the THREE WISE MEN when they brought their 

gifts. 
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Gold spoke of His DEITY. 

 

Frankincense spoke of His HUMANITY. 

 

What did myrrh speak of? His SUFFERING—His DEATH. 

 

Myrrh means BITTER. Myrrh—to accomplish its purpose—

has to be crushed in order for its fragrance to be dispensed. 

What a graphic picture of a Christian. Before we can really 

have our fragrance be dispensed, we have to be crushed. 

 

Before God can use a person greatly, He must hurt him 

deeply. And many times in the breaking process, the fragrance 

begins to come forth. 

 

In Isaiah 60, when they come to the king—the Lord Jesus in 

His second coming—they’re going to bring two things. What is 

it? Gold and frankincense—no myrrh.  

 

No MYRRH—no MORE.  

 

No MORE—no MYRRH. 

 

What’s that tell us? He’s going to wipe away all tears from our 

eyes and there’s going to be no more suffering. All we know 

now of suffering is for here and now. And that ugly monster is 

going to be gone forever. And thank God for the glorious 

anticipation when we put the bitter behind us and we got to 

the better. And we have a chance to be with Him.  
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We leave the GORY for the GLORY.  

 

We leave the CROSS for the CROWN. 

 

We leave the THORN for the THRONE. 

 

We pass on beyond these things which create suffering.  

 

One early church father said: 

 

“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.” 

(source unknown) 

 

And so many of these that we’re going to talk about hurt 

deeply and even sealed their commitment by martyrdom. Ten 

out of 12 of the disciples were martyrs for the cause of Christ 

after the Resurrection and then their ministry. 

 

The first martyr was Acts 7—Stephen came before the Jewish 

Sanhedrin and he preached a fabulous message—starting 

with Abraham and went through the whole Old Testament 

down to the Person of Christ. And when he got to Christ as the 

Messiah, they gnashed at him, took him out into the streets, 

took him down to the rock pile and stoned him to death. And 

he became that first martyr. (see Acts 7:54-8:4) 

 

Now lest we think that the Bible is overbalanced in the realm 

of all the promises of health, wealth and prosperity, many 

pages of scripture are splattered with the blood of saints who 

gave their lives. There’s much more to say about suffering 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



10 

 

than there is about any of these other promises that we’re 

spending so much time on these days. 

 

Now let’s pick up at verse 8. We’ve had a little introduction. 

Let’s get into it. We’ve got four wonderful verses to look at. 

 

v. 8 “And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna 

write: ‘The first and the last, who was dead, and 

came to life, is saying these things: 

 

‘“And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: “The 

first and the last, who was dead, and came to life, is saying 

these things:” 

 

Now remember, in the first verse Jesus is always introduced 

in some way to that church from chapter 1. That’s how He’s 

been revealed. 

 

Revelation 1:17, 18  

 

And when I saw Him, [John says] I fell at His feet like a dead 

man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, “Stop 

fearing; I am the first and the last, and the living One; I 

became dead, and behold, I am living forever and ever, and I 

have the keys of death and of Hades. 

 

And remember in verse 8 he says: 

 

Revelation 1:8 
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“I am the Alpha and the Omega—the beginning and the 

end”… 

 

Now why is that significant to a church that’s suffering? 

Because the Lord’s saying, “Hey look, I’ve got it all together. I 

was there when it started, I’m going to be there when it’s 

finished. I’m the eternal One so suffering is temporary and 

you have Me surrounding you.” 

 

The other neat thing He says here is, “I was dead and I’m 

alive again.” What does that tell us? 

 

“Hey! No matter how far my suffering goes, even if it goes to 

the grave, I don’t have to worry! Because Christ has already 

conquered death! And to be absent from the body is to be 

present with the Lord! When I die I go on into eternal life and 

all of its experiences, so I’m leaving here and I’m going there.” 

 

Isn’t it neat how the Lord does that? He chooses specific little 

statements like this about Himself so we can be comforted. 

 

Remember in John 11, when Jesus is four days late—

according to everybody else—in getting down to Bethany, and 

Lazarus has been dead for four days? What’s the first thing 

that he says to Martha? “Your brother shall rise again.” And 

then he said—after she said, “I know that he will rise again on 

the last day”—Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life; 

he that believes in Me, though he dies, he that believes in Me 

shall live, even if he dies. And everyone who lives and believes 

in Me shall absolutely, positively, no, never die. Do you believe 
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this?” (see John 11:23-26) 

 

Now that’s the comfort that is given to this church because 

many of them are going to die.  

 

Watchman Nee wrote it this way: 

 

“The reason the church could endure in times as difficult as 

this, is because they knew resurrection.” 

(source unknown) 

 

They knew a living Christ. And therefore that ought to give us 

comfort when we anticipate the fact that we too are going to 

die physically. 

 

There is a course that we are going to be involved in that we 

have no choice about. It is not an elective. It’s required in the 

curriculum. And it’s SUFFERING 101. 

 

We are going to experience crushing experiences in our life as 

a believer and it has nothing to do with sin in our life. It has 

nothing to do with something we have done or haven’t done, or 

something we said or haven’t said. It is simply, totally 

independent of all of that. It might hit us on the blind side, 

might be totally unexpected, but God has some purpose in 

that and He’s going to work it together for good. That is the 

biblical concept of suffering. 

 

There’s a beautiful passage in 2 Corinthians 2 when Paul 

says: 
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2 Corinthians 2:14-16 

 

Thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, 

and manifests through us [listen to this] the sweet aroma of 

the knowledge of Him in every place. For we are the fragrance 

of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among 

those who are perishing; … 

 

Ever stop to think that before we can have a fragrance, we 

have to have a crushing? And we are to be the fragrance to 

people who aren’t believers by the quality of our lives and the 

fact that we are triumphing in the midst of impossible 

circumstances many times. And that we also, to fellow 

believers, can demonstrate the quality of the unbeatable, the 

unstoppable spirit of courage to take life in the teeth and to 

live and to demonstrate the qualities of victory in Jesus 

Christ. 

 

And that’s how He introduces Himself.  

 

In each of these letters, He’s the one talking. And that we 

could have a fresh experience of sitting at His feet at each of 

these letters. 

 

Now we come to the second one and He’s getting ready to talk. 

Can we pretend we just introduced Him and He’s now going to 

take over and He’s going to speak through to us directly 

because these words that He says are the words that He 

would help us understand how He feels about suffering? And 
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how He relates to what we’re going through? 

 

v. 9 I am knowing your tribulation and your poverty, 

but you are rich, and the blasphemy from those 

who are saying they are Jews and are not, but are a 

synagogue of Satan.  

 

“I am knowing your tribulation and your poverty, but you are 

rich, and the blasphemy from those who are saying they are 

Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan.” 

 

Now there are THREE THINGS in that verse. He says: 

 

1. “I am knowing your tribulation,” 

 

2. “I am knowing…your poverty,” and 

 

3. “I am knowing…the blasphemy from those who say they 

are Jews.” 

 

Now those are the three places we want to land as we pick up 

the phrases and try to work on it. 

 

Now what is similar to the last letter? He starts out exactly 

the same way. He says: 

 

“I am knowing…” 

 

It’s awfully tough to fog an issue with somebody who knows 

everything. He has the computer print-out on His desk. He 
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knows our life, our thoughts—He knows what we’re thinking 

right now.  

 

Hebrews 4:13 

 

All things are naked and open to the eyes of with whom we 

have to do.  

 

And He starts each of these letters by letting us know—

blowing smoke and playing a game of saying some things that 

we don’t really mean isn’t going to get to first base with Him 

because He knows all about us. And so He starts exactly the 

same way: “I am knowing…”  

 

“I know about you! I know everything that concerns you!”  

 

And so the very first thing He says though is: 

 

“I am knowing your tribulation.” 

 

“Do you know something? I’m looking down on you and I know 

you’re really having a tough time!”  

 

And if He were really living in our lifetime, He would say, 

“And you know, if you will just be good and you shape up in 

your life, I’ll take away that tribulation.” That’s really the way 

we feel isn’t it? “You know, if I can just do something in my 

life to make a different surrender, or do something, then I can 

get out of this!” 
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He doesn’t say that. It’s a foregone conclusion that we’re going 

to have it so He says, “I know it.” He’s not saying it like, “Well 

I know it, but I’m not going to get involved.” He’s saying, “I 

know it and I hurt with you.” That’s what we have to really 

understand when He speaks about this. 

 

What does He mean when He says, “I know your tribulation”? 

That is a word which means “pressed down and crushed.” 

That means the heavy weights that we bring with us that 

nobody knows about, that is beyond and behind, because it’s 

the frustration of daily life and living. 

 

Paul makes a long list in 2 Corinthians 11 of all those things. 

And then he says, “There’s fightings without and fears 

within.”  

 

And we’re saying, “Wow! He’s just like me.” 

 

Now it’s interesting in Revelation 1:9 John says: 

 

Revelation 1:9 

 

I, John, your brother and fellow-partaker in tribulation… 

 

So John’s had it too. John’s gone through it.  

 

Who are we to say that we’re not going to go through it? Let’s 

look at a few verses. When we get to talking about stuff like 

this, it’s pretty important to have some biblical revelation to 

back us up.  
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2 Timothy 3:12 

 

And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted. 

 

Romans 8:18 

 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory… 

 

1 Thessalonians 3:3, 4 

 

so that no man may be disturbed by these afflictions; for you 

yourselves know that we are destined for this… 

 

Philippians 1:29 

 

For unto you it is given on the behalf of Christ, not only to 

believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake… 

 

In some of His last statements before He goes into 

Gethsemane and prays that great prayer in John 17, He says: 

 

John 16:33 

 

These things I have spoken unto you, that in me you will have 

peace. In the world you shall have tribulation, [there’s the 

word] be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 
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Let’s think about 1 Peter 2 where he says: 

 

1 Peter 2:20-22 

 

What glory is it if you are buffeted for your faults, you take it 

patiently? But if when you do well and suffer for it, this is 

acceptable to God. For even here unto were you called, 

because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example 

that we should follow in His steps…. 

 

So yes! We’re following a suffering Savior and we can expect 

that we in turn, as His children, are going to experience some 

of the very same things! 

 

And then we flip over to 1 Peter 4 and he says: 

 

1 Peter 4:12, 13 

 

Beloved, don’t be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, 

which comes for your testing, as though some strange things 

happen to you but to the degree that you share the sufferings 

of Christ, keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of 

His glory, you may glory with exultation. 

 

And remember Isaac Watts, that great old hymn writer, who 

wrote “When I survey the Wondrous Cross”? Listen to this: 

 

Must I be carried to the skies 

 on flowery beds of ease, 

While others fought to win the prize 
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 And sail through bloody seas? 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s verse 1. Want to hear verse 4? 

 

Sure I must fight if I would reign. 

 Increase my courage, Lord, 

I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain, 

 Supported by Thy word. 

(source unknown) 

 

Suffering is the tool God uses to produce endurance within us, 

but also to make us more like Christ. And that’s the only tool 

He has to accomplish that purpose. 

 

Okay, what does suffering do?  

 

Well it TESTS US as to the depth of our faith. 

 

It causes us to TURN TO HIM because we don’t have any 

place else to turn. 

 

It teaches us to TRUST IN HIM because He can handle it. 

 

And He’s TRAINING US in the midst of it. 

 

And so we realize, suffering really is for His glory.  

 

Remember Paul in 2 Corinthians 12 when Paul says, “I’ve got 

a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan and I’ve asked God 
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three times to take it away and He said no.” 

 

2 Corinthians 12:9 

 

… “But My grace is sufficient for you, and my strength is 

made perfect in your weakness.”… 

 

God always has grace for whatever trial and suffering we’re 

going to go through. And what’ll happen? 

 

Joseph, after he looks back on the whole thing in his life and 

all the trauma he’s been through, says: 

 

Genesis 50:20 

 

You thought it for evil against me, but God meant it for good 

to bring to pass as it is this day, to save many people alive. 

 

Isn’t it incredible? So many things that go on in our lives we 

just are not aware that while we’re going through it, we’re 

being a real witness for Christ. 

 

He doesn’t say, “Go look for some sin in your life because you 

have tribulation.” Don’t try to get out of it. The Lord is going 

to change us, not our circumstances. And in the midst of it, 

we’re going to grow. 

 

Listen to what Max Lucado has to say. This is fabulous!  

 

(Six Hours One Friday: Anchoring to the Cross by Max 
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Lucado) 

 

 Waves that suck our joy out to sea. Winds that rip out our 

hopes by their roots. Rising tides that seep under the doors of 

our lives and cover the floors of our hearts. 

p. 16  

 

 I hope your hurricane misses you, too. But in case it 

doesn’t, take the sailor’s advice. “Anchor deep, say a prayer, 

and hold on.” And don’t be surprised if someone walks across 

the water to give you a hand. 

pp. 25-26  

 

There it is! Now that’s the biblical concept of suffering! Anchor 

deep! Hang on! Say a prayer and somebody’s going to walk 

across the water who understands and cares and is going to be 

there! His grace is going to be adequate. 

 

“I know your tribulation…” 

 

And then He says also “I know your poverty.”  

 

Now what does He mean when He says “poverty”? He means 

lack of material possessions. Many of this church were driven 

out of their homes. They’re displaced persons. They’re very, 

very poor.  

 

Remember when Stephen had just been stoned? In Acts 8 it 

says Saul of Tarsus went into these houses, took these 

Christians out, put them in prison! They were taken away 
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from all of their ability to have gainful employment. (see Acts 

8:3) 

 

Of course the Roman Empire was also suspicious of the 

Christians and took away their opportunities for 

employment—many of them. So they were very poor. He said, 

“I know your poverty.” 

 

Now does He say, “I know your poverty and if you’d just have 

a little seed-faith we’ll multiply it and you’ll be taken care of”? 

Is that what He says? 

 

Listen to Paul: 

 

2 Corinthians 6:4-10 

 

but in everything commending ourselves as servants of God, 

in much endurance, in afflictions, in hardships, in distresses, 

in beatings, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in 

sleeplessness, in hunger, in purity, in knowledge, in patience, 

in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in genuine love, in the word of 

truth, in the power of God; by the weapons of righteousness 

for the right hand and for the left, by glory and dishonor, by 

evil report and good report; regarded as deceivers and yet 

true; as unknown yet well-known, as dying yet behold, we live; 

as punished yet not put to death, as sorrowful yet always 

rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having nothing 

and possessing all things. 

 

He says, “Materially, I know you’re poverty stricken. I know 
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you’re in tribulation. I know you’ve gone belly-up or Chapter 

11 and you’re having a hard time.”  

 

He understands that. After all, He’s the one who said:  

 

Matthew 6:19, 20 

 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures here on earth, where moth 

and rusk can corrupt and thieves can break and steal. But lay 

up for yourself treasures in heaven… 

 

And that’s why He makes that next statement and He says: 

 

“but you are rich,” 

 

We might really be poor, materially, “but you are rich” 

spiritually. 

 

Isn’t it neat that He says that here? Because in our last letter 

of Laodicea, He’s going to reverse and He’s going to say, “Y’all 

think you’re really rich. But I’m going to tell you, you’re poor, 

blind and naked.” And He’s saying that’s the picture 

spiritually. It’s been reversed in the current day church. We 

are materially rich! But he’s saying, “Really from My 

perspective, you’re poor, blind and naked as far as the things 

that really are important.” 

 

So “I know:” 

 

1. “your tribulation,”  
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2. “your poverty, but you are rich.”  

 

And then He goes on to the third thing and He says: 

 

3. “the blasphemy from those who are saying they are Jews 

and are not.” 

 

Now that’s a little difficult, but let’s land on it for a second. 

What does He mean when He says, “they are Jews”:  

 

“the blasphemy from those who are…Jews and they are not”?  

 

In order to wipe out Christianity, they went and told the 

Roman authorities that the Jews wouldn’t worship the Roman 

emperor. And because they wouldn’t, they needed to have 

their lives snuffed out. And many of them did because of that. 

 

The Jews went over and tattle-tailed to the Roman authorities 

that these Christians would not bow to their king Caesar, and 

wouldn’t worship Caesar. So therefore many of them died and 

that was blasphemy to the Lord for Jews to say that. To think 

they were wiping out Christianity and doing God a favor. He 

says they say “they are Jews, but they are not.” 

 

God is always honored when we stand for our convictions and 

He’ll walk through the suffering that’s involved when we 

stand for what we believe. 

 

Remember in Daniel 3 when Shadrach, Meshach and 
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Abednego say, “We aren’t bowing before any gold image of an 

emperor!” What happened? They were thrown into the fiery 

furnace. But what did they see in the fiery furnace but four—

not three. One like the Son of man, walking with them in the 

fire and none of them were burned. 

 

What about Daniel 6? Daniel was told that he had to pray to 

the emperor. As soon as the edict was signed he went home 

and opened his doors and prayed three times a day to the Lord 

God toward Jerusalem, just like he’d always done before. He 

was thrown into the den of lions but they didn’t get lunch. God 

took care of him and Daniel walked through the experience. 

 

God is always faithful to honor us as we stand and pay the 

price for what our convictions are actually costing us.  

 

Can we look at two verses on that business about the Jews? 

They think “they are Jews and they are not”? Listen to this: 

 

Romans 2:28, 29 

 

For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is 

circumcision that which is outward in the flesh; but he is a 

Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of 

the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter; and his praise is not 

from men, but from God. 

 

So God recognizes the Jew as one who has been circumcised in 

the heart, whose life has been changed and who is different 

and recognizes Christ as the Messiah. And that’s the 
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distinction. 

 

And then that last phrase troubles us a little bit, doesn’t it? 

He says: 

 

“but they are a synagogue of Satan.” 

 

How can we get a synagogue and Satan together? How can we 

get a church and Satan together? Simply because we don’t 

have an understanding of what Satan does. 

 

Isaiah 14 says Satan will be “like the most high God.” (see 

Isaiah 14:14) 

 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 

 

For such a false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming 

themselves into apostles of Christ. … 

 

They’re acting like ministers of righteousness, because Satan 

was once an angel of light. So his big deal is to counterfeit. 

And that’s why so many people are getting caught up in the 

New Age movement—which is his movement. Mediums, 

channeling, automatic writing, and contact with the unseen 

world gives lots of people warm fuzzies. And they’re beginning 

to let this be their religion. 

 

Maybe the Lord looks down and sees a few churches of Satan 

sitting on corners who have never once had an individual 

confronted with the new birth experience? Has not heard of 
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the blood of Christ? Has not been forgiven for sin because of 

what Christ has done on Calvary’s Cross?  

 

Because much of preaching of today is love your neighbor as 

yourself and do a lot of good things and give your offering and 

go to church and sacrifice, and the Bible says that “by grace 

are you saved through faith and that not of yourselves, it is a 

gift of God not of works, lest any man should boast.” (ref. 

Ephesians 2:8, 9) 

 

And yet people are buying it hook, line and sinker!  

 

Matthew 7:22, 23 

 

Many will say unto Me that day, “Lord! Lord! Haven’t we done 

many wonderful works?” And I’ll say, “Depart from Me I never 

knew you, you workers of iniquity.”  

 

Satan loves that! He claps his hands with glee when people sit 

in church Sunday after Sunday and never really consider the 

lostness of their soul!  

 

We’re saying, not just a “synagogue of Satan,” but the church 

of Satan sitting on the corner.  

 

Now we can go to the more drastic extremes and see Satan in 

all of his ugliness. And boy has this changed the United 

States.  

 

They’re becoming a force to be dealt with in the United States 
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of America. And it’s all part of the drama, the final wrap-up in 

the whole program.  

 

So He is speaking rightly when He speaks of “a synagogue of 

Satan.” They are accomplishing Satan’s work by endeavoring 

to wipe out the Christians by telling on them like this to the 

Roman authorities, and many of them dying a martyr’s death. 

 

Now, look at verse 10, because this is the heart of our study.  

 

There are TWO COMMANDS in verse 10. There’s one at the 

first and there’s one at the last. And it’s the two commands 

that help us do what we need to do when we suffer. 

 

v. 10 Do not be fearing the things which you are about 

to be suffering. Behold, the devil is about to be 

throwing some of you into prison, in order that you 

may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten 

days. Keep on becoming faithful until death, and I 

will give you the crown of life.  

 

1. “Do not be fearing the things which you are about to be 

suffering.”—that’s command #1. 

 

And then the last one is: 

 

2. “Keep on becoming faithful until death,” 

 

Those are the TWO COMMANDS that center on what we’re 

supposed to learn out of verse 10 in suffering. 
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1. “Do not be fearing the things which you are about to be 

suffering.” 

 

Now is the Lord faithful, on a daily basis when we walk with 

Him, to prepare us for suffering that’s going to come into our 

lives? 

 

The reason some Christians get surprised by suffering in their 

life is they’re so distant from the Lord they haven’t been 

checking in on a daily basis and reading the Word and they’ve 

been unprepared for what hits them. Just like He prepares 

this church, He says, “Don’t be fearing that which you’re about 

to be suffering. I’m getting you ready for what you’re going to 

go through.” 

 

Now granted, He’s sovereign and He could have freedom from 

this but He says, “No, you’re going to be suffering. You’re 

going to go through this. It’s going to be part of it and I don’t 

want you to be afraid.” 

 

Does anything ever catch the Lord by surprise? Is He biting 

His nails? Is He like, “Oh! I wonder if this plane’s going to 

land?” “Oh! I wonder if they’re going to meet Jesus before they 

die?”  

 

Do they worry about whether somebody’s going to make it or 

not? Is there a celestial council that talks over all the failures? 

And all the fatalities that got them on the blind side? Or all 

the regrets they have by saying, “Oh we lost that one! If we’d 
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use a little different program on this next one, maybe we’ll 

save that one!”  

 

Are there any tense moments in glory? Are there any flops or 

any failures? Do we see Jesus running around intensely 

during His ministry, running from appointment to 

appointment? And telling somebody, “I’m sorry I can’t be with 

you, I’ve got to be with so-and-so”? And He goes over here and 

He says, “Oh, I said the wrong thing to him.”  

 

Well, why can’t we trust this same God with our life, even 

when we’re suffering? He says don’t be fearing. 

 

Isaiah 41:10 

 

Fear thou not, for I am with thee; be not dismayed [in other 

words, don’t look around for help] I am your God. I will 

strengthen thee; yeah I will help thee; yeah I will uphold thee 

with the right hand of my righteousness. 

 

Do not fear that “which you are about to be suffering.” 

 

Want to put another verse beside that? 

 

Matthew 10:28 

 

And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill 

the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul 

and body in hell. 
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The Bishop of Smyrna was Polycarp. He died a martyr’s 

death, burned at the stake at 86 years of age. He would not 

recant his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. He must have read 

this letter and one of the martyrs that is described here. Don’t 

fear what “you are about to be suffering.” 

 

Now what does suffering do for us?  

 

1. Well suffering PURIFIES us, doesn’t it? In our pain we 

have a tendency to let go of things that are not important.  

 

2. And it also CLARIFIES our sense of values. It forces us to 

choose between reality and illusion, when we get to that point. 

 

3. And then suffering means GROWTH. It utterly hurls us 

upon God. 

 

4. And it increases our CAPACITY for our souls to walk with 

God. We come to the end of our own resources and we begin to 

really trust God. 

 

“Don’t be fearing the things which you are about to be 

suffering. Behold, the devil is about to be throwing some of 

you into prison,” 

 

We are going to face some difficult times of incarceration. And 

the devil is behind that. Now Satan was behind the other stuff 

back in the previous verse, and now the devil is behind this. 

 

Was Satan behind what happened to Job?  
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Remember in Job 1, Satan comes and he says, “You know he’s 

serving You because You’re treating him so good. Let me just 

take away everything. And I’ll tell you one thing, he’ll 

renounce You.” And remember what the Lord says? “Go for it 

man! Do whatever you want to him, but don’t take his life!” 

And the dear guy loses everything.  

 

And when we get to the end of Job 1 he says: 

 

Job 1:21, 22 

 

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 

 and naked I will depart. 

The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; 

 may the name of the Lord be praised.” 

 

And so he’s staying right with it! And that’s what we are 

supposed to do.  

 

“Don’t be fearing the things which you are about to be 

suffering. Behold, the devil is about to be throwing some of 

you into prison, in order that you may be tested,” 

 

Now what does that mean? That means that God is a 

professor who gives pop quizzes all the way along in our lives 

to measure our progress. And a lot of our suffering in life is 

TESTING. And if we flunk a test, we’re probably going to get 

the test again. We can count on it because God will not pass 

us on to other things until we pass. 
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That’s why we want to be a quick learner and use every test, 

learn everything we can and get on with it! That’s the way we 

do it. 

 

Genesis 22:1, 2 

 

God did test Abram… 

 

Twenty-five years he waits for a boy and then God says, “Take 

that son and offer him on the mountain.” What does Abram 

do? The next morning he gets up early and he takes his son to 

the mountain. Why? He staggered not at the promises of God 

through unbelief, but was strong in faith, believing that what 

God had promised, He was also able to perform. 

 

And if that kid died on the mountain, God was the God of the 

resurrection and that kid was going to walk back down 

because he was the promised son of the covenant. That is 

passing the test.  

 

Now in Mark 4 the disciples have a little test they flunked. 

It’d been a long day and the Lord says, “Let’s go across the 

sea.” Kind of an innocent little deal. Jesus gets a pillow and 

gets up in the front of the boat and just sacks out. And then a 

storm just comes up! Man, they’re on big waves! Experienced 

fishermen!  

 

And pretty soon—it had to be Peter—said, “Lord! Don’t you 

care that we’re perishing while you lie there asleep? Water’s 
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coming in the boat! It’s going down!” And the Lord just stands 

up and says, “Peace be still.” (see Mark 4:35-40) 

 

Off a ten-foot wave on a glassy sea. And they flunked the test 

when they said, “Who is this, that even the wind and the 

waves obey His voice?” (Mark 4:41) 

 

They still were not convinced of who He was.  

 

Then there’s one other very humorous place where the Lord 

tests. 

 

John 6—Five thousand people and all the women and children 

eating. Out there the Lord’s ministering to them and then the 

Lord is going to test Philip. Philip’s in charge of food service. 

He says, “Philip, where can we get bread that these may eat?” 

Philip takes it hook, line and sinker. “Two hundred penny 

worth of bread wouldn’t be enough to give everybody a little 

bite!” That’s a whole year’s salary. 

 

John 6:6 

 

And this He was saying to test him; for He Himself knew what 

He was intending to do. 

 

Now that tells us something about Jesus. He knows how to get 

us to see ourselves by passing the little test by our way so we 

can really see ourselves. And when we’re real learners, then 

the suffering that we’re going through has significance and we 

grow through the experience and He’s testing us in the 
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process. 

 

Now there are several other verses. 

 

1. James 1:2, 3 

 

James 1:2, 3 

 

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various 

trials; knowing that the testing of your faith produces 

endurance. 

 

2. 1 Peter 1:6, 7 

 

1 Peter 1:6, 7 

 

In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, 

if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, that 

the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is 

perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result 

in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

3. 2 Corinthians 4:17, 18 

 

2 Corinthians 4:17, 18 

 

For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal 

weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we look not at 

the things which are seen, but at the things which are not 
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seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the 

things which are not seen are eternal. 

 

How are we going to react to the suffering we endure?  

 

Joni Eareckson Tada says: 

 

“I have learned that it is not self-pity, but service for the body 

of Christ that comes as a result of my suffering.” 

(source unknown) 

 

Proverbs 24:10 

 

If you falter in times of trouble, how small is your strength! 

 

God is waiting to walk us through. And what’s the next thing 

He says? He says: 

 

“and you will have tribulation ten days.” 

 

Isn’t that neat? That means that it has parameters on it. It 

has the sovereignty of God around it. We can go this far—no 

further. 

 

Now some students of prophecy think that “ten days” refers to 

the ten Roman emperors who were involved in all the 

persecution—there were 10 of them. Started with Nero, who 

beheaded Paul, and go all the way down to Diocletian—

number 10—who was the worst. And that might be possible 

that it represents that whole period. But it’s going to be so 
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long, “ten days,” and no further.  

 

So the last command he says: 

 

“Keep on becoming faithful until death,” 

 

Okay, how are we going to handle death in the plan of God? 

Are we ready for it? Do we not want to talk about it? Do we 

kind of put it off?  

 

An older preacher said: 

 

“Children! You all are going to die! They’re going to throw dirt 

in your face and then go eat ‘tato salad at the church!” 

(source unknown) 

 

If we know we’re going to be with the Lord, it’s going to be 

alright. That’s the main thing. 

 

James Means in A Tearful Celebration says: 

 

(A Tearful Celebration by James E. Means) 

 

 As Norma’s illness grew steadily worse, we faced the 

possibility of death. That God did not intervene to bring 

healing is not evidence of our deficiency of faith, as some 

would have us think. Rather, her death testifies that God is 

wiser than we are. [Oh that’s great!] The plan and purpose of 

God are not manipulated by our passionate feelings and 

pleadings. Prayer is asking and submitting, while recognizing 
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the authority of God. True faith is trusting God for whatever 

outcome best fulfills His purpose, even if that includes 

suffering and death. It takes a greater faith to trust Him 

when death comes than it does to believe He will grant our 

request for deliverance. 

p. 86  

 

And all God’s people said, “Amen brother!” 

 

“and I will give you the crown of life.” 

 

That’s James 1:12. 

 

James 1:12 

 

Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has 

been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the 

Lord has promised to those who love Him. 

 

There are going to be crowns given at the Judgment Seat of 

Christ, and this happens to be one of them. 

 

R. C. Sproul Said: 

 

(Surprised by Suffering by R. C. Sproul) 

 

 God sometimes says no. Sometimes He calls us to suffer 

and die even if we want to claim the contrary. Never did a 

man pray more earnestly than Christ prayed in Gethsemane. 

Who will charge Jesus with failure to pray in faith? He put 
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His request before the Father with sweat of blood: “Let this 

cup pass from me.” 

pp. 32-33  

 

But He also answered, “Nevertheless, not My will, but Thine 

be done.” And He died the next day on Calvary’s Cross. 

 

So we too must forge in the midst of suffering, a concept of 

physical death and recognize what’s happening. 

 

Now our last verse and we’ll wrap it up. 

 

v. 11 He who is having ears, let him hear what the 

Spirit is saying to the churches. He who is gaining 

the victory shall not be harmed by the second 

death.’  

 

“He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying 

to the churches. He who is gaining the victory”—WHO’S that? 

That’s the people who are faithful and they don’t fear—“shall 

not be harmed by the second death.’” 

 

What does He mean when He says, “shall not be harmed by 

the second death”?  

 

What He is telling us here is—and that’s a DOUBLE 

NEGATIVE in the Greek—“shall positively, absolutely, no 

never, be harmed by the second death.” 

 

He is describing what every person faces who is not a 
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Christian.  

 

A person who is BORN ONCE, DIES TWICE. 

 

And a person who is BORN TWICE, DIES ONCE. 

 

Alright, now let’s think about that. If we’re born physically—

and we all have because we made it here. 

 

We can’t tell who’s been born twice because man looks on the 

outward appearance, but God looks on the heart. And we 

know right now whether we’ve ever experienced the new birth. 

We know whether or not Jesus Christ has come into our life.  

 

We really want to help everyone come into God’s family, 

because then you’re going to be born twice. And when we die, 

we’re only going to die once and we’re going to be with the 

Lord and it’s no big deal. Absent from body, present with the 

Lord. Death is the anesthetic God uses while He’s changing 

bodies. It’s just checking out and checking in. 

 

We’re each going to be raised again to die a second time. We’re 

going to stand at the Great White Throne Judgment—

Revelation 20—and that’s the second death, and that’s 

eternal. And that’s what He means. 

 

These people will not be hurt “by the second death.” 

 

Ruth Harms Calkin says this: 
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(Lord, Don’t You Love Me Anymore? by Ruth Harms Calkin) 

 

PLEASE TEACH ME WELL 

 

God, it is drastically important 

That the pain of this past year 

Is not wasted. 

How tragic it would be 

To suffer so much 

And gain so little. 

What I must learn in my pain 

Is that it is always leading 

To something far beyond 

What I can see in the shadows. 

I must learn that You are not reckless 

Or careless or cruel. 

You are for me, and always 

In some way, at some time 

There is Your “nevertheless afterward.”  

I must learn that there is never a moment 

When You are not worthy of praise. 

Bad things happen 

But there is only goodness in You. 

I must learn that when my heart is broken 

You are able to break my impatience, my pride  

My carelessness and selfishness. 

All of this I must learn. 

O God, teach me well...teach me well. 

It is drastically important 

That the pain is not wasted. 
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p. 49  

 

Now if someone arrested us for being a Christian, would they 

have enough evidence to convict us? That’s what we have to 

ask. These Christians they did, and many of them died for the 

cause of Christ. 

 

Now what are the lessons from our passage? 

 

Lesson #1: It is precious to see how the Lord reveals Himself 

as “the first and the last, the one who was dead, and came to 

life.”  

 

Lesson #2: It is possible to be poverty-stricken materially, and 

to be rich spiritually. 

 

Lesson #3: Satan has a counterfeiting ministry that looks like 

the real thing. 

 

Lesson #4: The two commands when you’re suffering are:  

1) do not fear; and 2) be faithful. 

 

Lesson #5: There is a termination point for the time of testing 

and the Lord will be faithful to us during it. 

 

Lesson #6: There is a crown of life for those who are faithful in 

enduring the trials and sufferings. 

 

Lesson #7: The Christian will “not be harmed by the second 

death.” 
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We conclude with a word from Margaret Clarkson: 

 

(Destined for Glory by Margaret Clarkson) 

 

 We must take our stand on the whole Word of God, not 

just on some parts of it. In our hearts and minds we must 

trace and retrace its teaching concerning the overarching 

design of God’s eternal plan, and deliberately place ourselves 

and our suffering within the perfect circle of His sovereign 

love and power.  

pp. 54  

 

Father, we realize that makes us scared when we start talking 

about suffering, but You prepare us adequately for those 

things. You walk with us through it. You provide the grace. 

You teach us what we need to learn in the midst of it. Thank 

You Father that as we walk more closely with You, we realize 

that the trauma and the circumstances we face were all 

designed for some purpose, to make us more like Your Son. 

Keep us from resisting the crushing experiences of life by 

becoming bitter or resentful or distant or cold, but to draw 

close and realize that You know all about our tribulation and 

our poverty and the circumstances we face, and You just want 

us to go on and suffer and to be faithful. Help us to 

understand the way You work and Your program and that 

You’re able to work all things together for good to them that 

love God and to those who are called according to His purpose. 

If there’s somebody without Jesus, we pray that they’ll make 

that decision. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.  
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Three – The Letter to the Church in 

Smyrna – Revelation 2:8-11      NOTES 

 
v. 8 “And to the messenger of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The 

first and the last, who was dead, and came to life, is saying these 

things: 

v. 9 I am knowing your tribulation and your poverty, but you are 

rich, and the blasphemy from those who are saying they are Jews 

and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 

v. 10 Do not be fearing the things which you are about to be 

suffering. Behold, the devil is about to be throwing some of you 

into prison, in order that you may be tested, and you will have 

tribulation ten days. Keep on becoming faithful until death, and I 

will give you the crown of life. 

v. 11 He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying 

to the churches. He who is gaining the victory shall not be harmed 

by the second death.’ 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 2:8-11 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 
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2. How does the Lord reveal Himself to this church, according 

to verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does He know about them, according to verse 9? 

 

 

 

 

4. Who are those that are making a false profession in verse 9 

and how are they characterized? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is about to happen to them, according to verse 10? 

 

 

 

 

6. Who is the author of the suffering, according to verse 10? 
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7. What are they challenged to do, and what is the promise, 

according to verse 10? 

 

 

 

 

8. What is the promise to those who are overcoming, according 

to verse 11? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: It is precious to see how the Lord reveals 

Himself as “the first and the last, who was dead, and 

came to live” to meet the needs of the suffering church. 

 

LESSON #2: It is possible to be poverty-stricken materially, 

and to be rich spiritually. 

 

LESSON #3: Satan has a counterfeiting ministry that looks 

like the real thing. 

 

LESSON #4: The two commands when suffering are: 1) do not 

fear; and 2) be faithful. 

 

LESSON #5: There is a termination point for the time of 

testing and the Lord will be faithful to us during it. 

 

LESSON #6: There is a crown of life for those who are faithful 

in enduring the trials and sufferings that come into their 

lives. 

 

LESSON #7: The Christian will “not be harmed by the second 

death.” 
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