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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number Four – The Letter to the Church at 

Pergamos – Revelation 2:12-17 

In chapter 1 we had a picture of CHRIST. 

In chapters 2 and 3 we have what’s called the LETTERS TO 

THE SEVEN CHURCHES. 

We are taking one of these letters each session. These are 

letters from Jesus Christ to these individual churches.  

We have looked at the letter to the church at Smyrna. 

Ephesus had left its first love. Smyrna was a suffering church. 

Now as we come to the third letter, the letter to the church at 

Pergamos, we’re going to be talking about the consequences of 

compromise. What happens when the church begins to walk in 

the ways of the world. 

Why is it that we would be involved, or be vulnerable, to 

actually live life in the realm of compromise instead of 

sticking with our personal convictions? Why would that be 

possible?  
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We play right into the whole thing because we realize we’re 

supposed to be effective to other people, We’re supposed to 

reach out to them. And so many times when we’re reaching 

out and trying to relate to the world, we have the idea that we 

have to be like them in order for them to accept us and so we 

start adopting their plans and their programs and their 

procedures. 

 

After all, isn’t that the way to be effective? Just be like 

everybody else? We believe that stuff and we buy that line. 

And as a result, we’re adopting a lot of the things of the world 

system that we’ve come out of as believers, and we’re using a 

lot of their ideas and their programs. And we can’t tell the 

difference between us and someone in the world. And we lose 

our effectiveness.  

 

And that’s what we’re talking about. Now nature teaches a lot 

of different lessons. It means like any book that wants to talk 

about apathy or any book that wants to talk about the gradual 

process of coldness or creating distance, will use this 

illustration. 

 

Dobson for instance uses it in his book Dare to Discipline, as 

one of the first illustrations in his book.  

 

What you do is take a frog and put him in a pan of cold water 

and set him on the stove and then gradually increase the heat. 

And the frog will do absolutely nothing until he’s boiled into 

oblivion. In other words, he’ll just sit there and act like he 

knows. He’ll never hop or leap, but he will end up giving his 
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life in a boiling pot of water.  

 

That’s the picture of a lot of things that are going on in our 

world today. We are compromising to the point where we’re 

gradually getting further and further away from the Lord’s 

original intentions for our lives.  

 

Now each of these letters could be taken historically. 

Remember we said that? The first letter, the letter to the 

church of Ephesus, would be the picture of the APOSTOLIC 

PERIOD when the church first started.  

 

So the Lord says, “I have one thing against you and that is 

you’ve left your first love.” In other words, they cooled off a 

little.  

 

Then we were talking about the letter to the church at 

Smyrna—the SUFFERING CHURCH. That was the time 

when the church experienced horrendous martyrdom and lots 

of people died. And we talked about the whole concept of 

suffering. 

 

If this in fact is true, we’re talking about the period from 314 

A.D. down to about 590 A.D. In 314 A.D.—the reason that’s 

significant is that Constantine issued the edict of the 

relationship of the church and the state. And that began in an 

era in church history when we get into the worship and 

involvement of Mary in religious activity. It’s the time of 

idolatry. It’s the time of departure from a lot of the original 

intentions that the Lord had for the church. 
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And so a lot of these statements will take on meaning if we 

know a little bit about church history. So when we’re looking 

at it, let’s think of it in those terms as well. 

 

The church we’re talking about, is a church that did not know 

the God of their fathers. It is a church that is not suffering 

from the heat from without, but the coldness from within. 

There’s a process and we can see it in the United States of 

America.  

 

We start out with great COMMITMENT. Everybody’s sold on 

it. Then it kind of moves to COMPROMISE and then it moves 

to COMPLACENCY.  

 

We see it in the United States of America and we see it in the 

history of other civilizations that have destroyed themselves. 

They move from PATRIOTISM to APATHY and from 

APATHY back into BONDAGE. 

 

Move from SACRIFICE to SELFISHNESS.  

 

Remember when we memorized what Patrick Henry said on 

that famous night: “Give me liberty or give me death”? 

Remember that? Oh that just makes our flesh get all excited 

that a guy would be so committed to his country he would say, 

“Give me liberty or give me death.” 

 

Well a 100 years later we hear them saying, “Give me liberty! 

I want my rights!” And now 200 years later all we hear is 
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“Give me.”  

 

“I want it! Give me what I’ve got coming!” 

 

That’s the difference in a country that is now over 200 years 

old. It’s gradually moved away from fiery commitment to 

principles—to things we believe in. And gradually we’ve 

turned toward compromise and it’s going to end up in 

complacency. 

 

Phillip Keller says this: 

 

(Predators in Our Pulpits by Phillip W. Keller) 

 

 The layperson who determines above all things to do 

Christ’s bidding, to come under His control, to submit 

wholeheartedly to the Sovereign Saviour, is inevitably placed 

in a position of tension between two opposite principles: that 

of God’s will, which is to give and give and give, and that of 

the world’s way, which is to get and get and get. Christ calls 

us to be generous. Society insists that we be greedy. Christ 

challenges us to lose our lives for others. Our culture cries out 

for us to save ourselves at any cost. 

pp. 99-100  

 

That’s what has happened in this church. It’s now beginning 

to compromise its principles. And as a result, it’s almost on 

the brink of ruin. 

 

Now in order to do that, let’s just look at the verses. We only 
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have about five verses here. It’s going to be real easy to work 

our way through them and there’s some fabulous stuff in it, so 

hang on for the ride. 

 

v. 12 “And to the messenger of the church in Pergamos 

write: ‘The One who is having the sharp two-edged 

sword is saying these things: 

 

‘“And to the messenger of the church in Pergamos write: “The 

One who is having the sharp two-edged sword is saying these 

things:” 

 

Alright, let’s talk about Pergamos for a minute. Pergamos is a 

city that is actually historically superior to Ephesus and 

Smyrna. The city itself is about 45 miles north of Smyrna and 

about 75 miles north of Ephesus.  

 

In these first three we’re heading north, then we’re going to 

angle over and drop back down when we get to the other four 

churches. Next we’ll be at Thyatira. We’ll be starting to make 

the arch and heading over toward the east a little bit. 

 

Now this city was famous for its art and its literature. They 

had a library there that boasted of 200,000 volumes. And of 

course, that’s second to the library in Alexandria, Egypt.  

 

It was a very sophisticated city, but it was also a very 

religious city filled with all kinds of pagan temples. There was 

the great headquarters for the whole worship of the god Zeus 

on a cliff—a ledge—that hung close to the city of Pergamos.  
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They also had an Acropolis here. Understand what that is? We 

can’t go into Athens without seeing the Acropolis. The 

chamber of commerce has it worked out so all kinds of colored 

lights at night show on the bright ivory of the Acropolis up on 

the high hill. That’s where they went to do all their 

worshipping. That’s where they went to have all their sex, too. 

And where they had all their pagan feasts. 

 

Just come down off of the Acropolis on the crown of that 

particular high place in Athens, and there’s Mars Hill where 

Paul preached that fabulous sermon in Acts 17 as he 

confronted the philosophers in his day. 

 

There was an Acropolis also in the city of Pergamos. Now if we 

took the name Pergamos, and we wanted to see what the 

meaning of the word was, it would be two Greek words—

Perga-gamos. It would mean “elevated marriage.”  

 

Okay, what does that tell us about the church? It was elevated 

by Constantine when it was “married to the world.” And that’s 

the picture. God designed us, not to be married to the world, 

but to Jesus Christ the Bridegroom. 

 

Now they also worshipped the serpent here. And there are 

many remains of snakes and this was part of their worship. 

 

Now the real issue then is their relationship to the world. 

What should be our relationship—if we claim to be a 

Christian—what should be our relationship to the world?  
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Well one thing we need to realize is that scripturally, we don’t 

have any choice. We’re to be separate from it.  

 

Second Corinthians 6:14-18 says we’re not to be bound 

together with unbelievers, as the manner of some is. 

 

First John 2:15 says “we’re not to love the world, neither the 

things that are in the world. For all that is in the world, the 

lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride 

of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.” 

 

The reason that some Christians really have a tough time 

facing death is they’re leaving everything they’re living for. 

And God didn’t design it that way. We’re supposed to be living 

it out there. We’re supposed to be laying up for ourselves 

treasure. We’re supposed to be setting our affection on things 

above, not on things on the earth.  

 

And so when it gets time to throw in the towel and go to the 

house, we aren’t going to the house. We’re leaving everything 

we’ve been living for. And so it’s a terribly painful process of 

letting go of everything that we’ve been living for. And we’re 

literally living in compromise. 

 

Now granted, we are “in the world” but we’re not “of the 

world” is what the Lord would want us to be. We are to use 

the world but not abuse it. It shouldn’t become that which 

motivates and dominates every part of our lives. 
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Now that’s the church that we’re talking to. Now remember 

we said in every one of the letters in the first verse, Jesus will 

be introduced by a title from the first chapter? Okay, He’s 

done that.  

 

It says: “The One who is having the sharp two-edged sword.” 

 

Okay, what does that mean? “The One who is having the 

sharp two-edged sword.” Where’d that come from?  

 

Well back in Revelation 1 we read this: 

 

Revelation 1:16 

 

And having in His right hand seven stars; and coming out of 

His mouth was a sharp two-edge sword; and His face was like 

the sun shining in its strength. 

 

Okay there are three things there and the Holy Spirit reaches 

down and pulls the second one out here. What does that tell 

us?  

 

“the sharp two-edged sword”—what is that?  

 

Well in Ephesians 6 it says: 

 

Ephesians 6:17 

 

Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God. 
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And then Hebrews 4:12 is the verse we had in our first study: 

 

Hebrews 4:12 

 

The word of God is living and powerful and sharper than any 

two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 

and spirit… 

 

So what’s the Lord getting ready to do? He’s getting ready to 

“wail on the tail” of some people in Pergamos over their 

relationship to the world and He’s going to use the Word of 

God. 

 

It is the book that is going to be used to bring conviction. 

 

In John 12 He says: 

 

John 12:48 

 

He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one 

that judges him; the word that I spoke shall judge him in the 

last day. 

 

Jeremiah 23:29 

 

“Is not my word like a fire,” declares the Lord, “and like a 

hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?” 

 

So the “sword” is what the Lord’s going to use. 
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The closer our life is lined up to the instructions in this book, 

the happier we’re going to be, the more fulfilled we’re going to 

be, and the more excited we’re going to be about eternity.  

 

So when it comes to taking issue with things, it’s basically 

laying down the Bible—which is the text book for our final 

exam—and asking us to give serious consideration to what it 

has to say. 

 

The Bible CONVICTS.  

 

The Bible CONVERTS.  

 

The Bible CONDEMNS. 

 

And all of those things happen. And in our study, we’re going 

to see it. He’s going to use the Word of God. He’s going to have 

war with the church at Pergamos on the basis of what is said 

in the scriptures. 

 

Now remember what we’ve done each study? Right at this 

point of the study Jesus is going to take the chair and He’s 

going to start to teach.  

 

These letters are from Him. These are words that He is 

speaking and it’s relevant to current times. If it was relevant 

to the first century, it’s relevant today. Let’s listen to the Lord 

Jesus now at verse 13, the One who’s been introduced is now 

ready to speak. 
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v. 13 I am knowing where you are dwelling, where 

Satan’s throne is; yet you are holding fast My name, 

and did not deny My faith, even in the days of 

Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was 

killed among you, where Satan is dwelling.  

 

“I am knowing where you are dwelling, where Satan’s throne 

is; yet you are holding fast My name, and you did not deny My 

faith, even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful 

one, who was killed among you, where Satan is dwelling.” 

 

First of all, the letter starts out exactly the same way the 

other two letters started out. How’s that? 

 

“I am knowing.” 

 

He is OMNISCIENT. He knows everything about us.  

 

He said to the Ephesian church, “I know your works.” 

 

He said to the Smyrna church, “I know your tribulation”—our 

difficulties. 

 

Now what does He say here? He says, “Hey look, I know your 

address. I know where you’re dwelling. I know where you slept 

last night. I know what kind of house you live in. And I know 

exactly where the house is located.” 

 

“I am knowing”—right now—“where you are dwelling.” 
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Realize that we’re so precious and so valuable to Him, He 

knows all about us. He knows everything that concerns us and 

He knows where we live.  

 

Did He know where Lot was dwelling when he lived in the 

well-watered plains of Jordan in the cities of Sodom and 

Gomorrah? You better believe it. He sent the angelic 

messengers down there to get Lot and his wife and the two 

daughters out of there. The sons-in-law stayed and bit the 

bullet as they died in the judgment that took place. 

 

But Lot and the rest of them are pulled out of the city because 

the Lord knows where Lot is. Lot did his own choosing. He got 

himself down there, got him into that mess. The difference 

between Lot and Abraham is Lot did his own choosing and 

God did the choosing for Abram. And we can tell that Abram 

came out a whole lot better by letting God do the choosing. He 

knows “where you are dwelling” today.  

 

But secondly, not only does He know “where you are 

dwelling,” He says to the church at Pergamos: 

 

“you are dwelling, where Satan’s throne is;” 

 

Does Satan really exist? Yes. 

 

In every one of these letters we see Satan and the devil as a 

foregone opposer. He’s very real, he exists and he’s involved. 

Jesus makes reference after reference. And listen, if we have 
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to change our mind to encompass the reality of evil and of 

Satan, then we better do it because the Bible speaks about it 

and that’s part of the basis of the final examination to accept 

the fact that he’s there and he’s very real.  

 

He is the “god of this world,” according to 2 Corinthians 4:4. 

And the Lord knows where his throne is.  

 

Isaiah 14:13 

 

“I will elevate my throne above the stars of God.” 

 

That was Satan’s initial rebellion as an angelic being who had 

one of the highest positions in angelic creation, and he 

rebelled. And he says, “I am going to put my own throne above 

the stars of God.” 

 

So yes he has a throne! Now “Satan’s throne,” isn’t always in 

the same place. Satan is kind of like a terrorist. He moves his 

throne where he’s operating. He is not omnipresent, like some 

people think that he is. And they say, “Oh the devil made me 

do this and that.” And they think he’s able to be everywhere—

he’s not. He is limited in that regard.  

 

He’s also not all-knowing, so he couldn’t say, “I am knowing 

where you are living,” in the sense that he has all of that 

ability. But he is a very powerful creature and he’s fully 

capable of disrupting an awful lot of things. 

 

There is great respect in the scripture for Satan by other 
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writers. Listen to Paul: 

 

2 Corinthians 4:4 

 

he’s the god of this world who’s blinded the minds of the 

unbelieving… 

 

2 Corinthians 2:11 

 

in order that no advantage be taken of us by Satan; for we are 

not ignorant of his schemes. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:3 

 

I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, 

your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and the 

purity, which is ours in Christ. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:7 

 

[Paul says] because of the surpassing greatness of the 

revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, 

there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan 

to buffet me… 

 

Yes, he believed it. Peter believed it. 

 

1 Peter 5:8 

 

…he’s like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 
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James 4:7 

 

Submit to God, resist the devil and he will flee from you. 

 

1 John 4:4 

 

You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; 

because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the 

world. 

 

Satan is a defeated foe, but there needs to be a great deal of 

respect because he is going to come at us in one of two plays. 

He’s either going to COUNTERFEIT by being an angel of 

light, like we saw him in the synagogue of Satan in the study 

we looked at. In this passage we see him coming in a 

CONFLICTING way. Somebody’s going to die. 

 

Usually one or two of those kinds of things happen. He was 

behind all the martyrdom and the suffering in our last study. 

He says the devil is about to throw some of them in prison.  

 

He did it to Job in the Old Testament. So he’s involved in both 

things. CONFLICTING and COUNTERFEITING types of 

ministry to accomplish his purpose. 

 

Because the serpent was worshipped here in Pergamos, the 

Lord could say this is right at the heart. He would also say 

that because here was the headquarters for Zeus and a lot of 

other things. 
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Now there are those who are writing the New Age books who 

tell us that there are geographical locations where they get 

better vibrations, where they get better channeling and where 

they get better communication with the UFOs and the 

masters of the universe.  

 

And the greatest place in the 80s was Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

And many of their locations are in southwestern United 

States, from that west. And much of what is going on in 

satanic activity is moving eastward. And when it happens in 

California it’s heading this way. 

 

Now want to hear a verse? There’s Satan’s number. 

 

Isaiah 13:13 

 

The heavens therefore shall tremble and the earth will quake 

out of its place at the indignation of the Lord of hosts and the 

day of His fierce anger. 

 

There’s a bumper sticker that said: 

 

“God is back and boy is He mad!” 

(source unknown) 

 

That really says it, doesn’t it?  

 

Now why did He say “Satan’s throne” was in Pergamos?  
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Zeus, the leading temples for the worship of Caesar were here, 

and the worship of the serpent. All those things contribute to 

the fact that we can see why it happened. 

 

Now, had the Christians in Pergamos thrown in the towel? 

There are some neat things that are said about them there. 

Notice the next thing: 

 

“yet you are holding fast [to] My name,” 

 

That means they are still hanging on to the deity of Christ.  

 

“and [you] did not deny My faith,” 

 

We’re like Martin Luther: “Here I stand, God help me.” We’re 

still hanging in there. 

 

And then He mentions something there in the latter part of 

that verse. It says: 

 

“even in the days of Antipas, My Witness, My faithful one, 

who was killed among you, where Satan is dwelling.” 

 

He starts out with the “throne” and then He comes back with 

“where Satan is dwelling.” He says, “There in that city, a 

friend of mine—a very good friend—Antipas, died.” 

 

And that tells us several things. It tells us that the Lord 

knows all about what we’re going through.  
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The name “Antipas” means “against everything. Anybody 

who’s a martyr experiences the isolation of being all alone. 

 

Martin Luther came close to it. “Here I stand, God help me.”  

 

Paul did. In 2 Timothy 4 he says: 

 

2 Timothy 4:16-17 

 

Everybody deserted me and I stood alone, but the Lord stood 

with me and delivered me out of the jaws of the lion. 

 

Stephen did that in Acts 7. He preaches this fabulous message 

before these 70 theologians, and what do they do? They all 

turn around and take him out and stone him to death. 

 

“Antipas”—“against everything” or “against everybody.” He’s 

all alone. 

 

Now that could be the experience of anybody who is standing 

for the cause of Christ. He feels very lonely and very isolated 

in doing that.  

 

But more than that, Antipas really existed. He was a human 

being and he lived in Pergamos and he died a martyr’s death.  

 

Let’s look at the TWO THINGS the Lord says about him that 

are very fragrant and let’s make those part of our lives. What 

are those two things? 
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1. He’s a “witness” and 

 

2. He’s a “faithful one.” 

 

That impresses the Lord. It impresses Him because the last 

thing He said in Acts 1:8, just before He went into heaven, 

was: 

 

Acts 1:8 

 

you shall receive power…and you shall be witnesses unto 

Me… 

 

And 1 Peter 3:15 says: 

 

1 Peter 3:15 

 

set apart Christ as Lord as be ready always to give an answer 

to every man that asks you a reason. 

 

So if we’re going to be really doing what the Lord wants us to 

do, we’re going to be bearing fruit in this day by being a 

witness for Him. And then secondly, we’re going to be faithful. 

We’re going to keep hanging in there when the chips are 

down. We’re going to finish the race. And by life and look, 

we’re going to complete it. We’re going to be characterized as 

first of all, being a witness, and secondly, by being faithful. 

 

Now some of these fellas suffered a whole lot more than we 

are ever going to suffer.  
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In Hebrews 11:35 we have a big long list of what some of those 

early Christians went through: 

 

Hebrews 11:35-40 

 

Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others 

were tortured, not accepting their release, in order that they 

might obtain a better resurrection; others experienced 

mockings and scourgings, and chains and imprisonment. They 

were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they 

were put to death with the sword; they went about in 

sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 

(men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in 

deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground. 

And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did 

not receive what was promised, because God had provided 

something better for us, so that apart from us they should not 

be made perfect or mature.  

 

They went through some rough things. But like Antipas, they 

were faithful and they were a witness. 

 

Stephen Brown wrote a book called When Your Rope Breaks. 

It’s a good book to read for someone who is having a really 

rough time and they’re trying to tie a knot and hang on. And 

he uses this as an illustration of how difficult it was, even in 

the seventeenth century when there was quite a number of 

martyrs: 
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(When Your Rope Breaks by Stephen Brown) 

 

 In the early seventeenth century, one of the Scottish 

Covenanters was in jail waiting for his execution when his 

son’s head was brought to him on a platter. He fell back to the 

ground, stricken beyond belief with the cruelty of his 

oppressors. Then he picked himself up and very softly said,  

“It is the Lord. Good is the will of the Lord.” 

 Understanding that everything comes from God and 

praising Him for it is an effective way to prevent bitterness. 

Learn to thank God in the little things like traffic jams, late 

appointments, crying children, angry husbands, and burnt 

toast. Then when the rope really [does] breaks you will have 

established a hedge against [any] bitterness [that could arise].  

p. 85  

 

Antipas—he’s a “faithful one.” He is there. 

 

Now want a little devotional message?  

 

The little word “My” occurs FOUR TIMES in the verse. And it 

kind of makes it just kind of jump out. The Lord says: 

 

“My name,” 

 

“My faith,” 

 

“My witness,” 

 

“My faithful one.” 
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1. For “My name”—we took His name. 

 

Acts 4:12 

 

There is salvation in no other than in His name. 

 

2. “My faith”—Hebrews 11:6. 

 

Hebrews 11:6 

 

Without faith it is impossible to please Him… 

 

3. “My witness”—1 Peter 3:15. 

 

1 Peter 3:15 

 

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready 

to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account 

for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence. 

 

4. “My faithful one”—Matthew 25:23. 

 

Matthew 25:23 

 

… “Well done, thou good and faithful servant…” 

 

Now we move from COMMENDATION to CRITICISM at 

verse 14.  
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v. 14 But I am having a few things against you, because 

you are having there some who are holding the 

teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put 

a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat 

things sacrificed to idols, and to commit acts of 

immorality.  

 

“But I am having a few things against you,” 

 

What’s the difference between this letter and our last letter 

and the first letter? 

 

See in our last letter He didn’t have anything against them, 

because we don’t condemn or criticize a suffering individual. 

And so there was none of that. 

 

Remember what He said in one of our early studies? “I am 

having this”—only one thing.  

 

Do we see the generation? Now it’s moved not from just one 

thing, but it’s moved to several. 

 

He says: 

 

“I am having a few things against you,” 

 

And then he tells them what the issue is for these “few 

things”: 

 

“because you are having there some who are holding the 
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teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a 

stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things 

sacrificed to idols, and to commit acts of immorality.” 

 

If we do know something about Balaam, we know he had a 

talking donkey so he belongs in Disney World or something 

like that.  

 

Balaam was a prophet. The children of Israel were migrating 

toward the land and in Numbers 22, the king of Moab—Balak 

is his name—was so scared that he was going to be overrun 

because he’d heard what had happened to all these other 

nations. And he looks down at this mass of humanity and he 

gets an idea. “I’m going to curse them.” And so he gets ahold of 

Balaam, the prophet of God, and he asks him to come and 

curse the people. Remember, he can’t do it. Actually the 

donkey stands in his way and tells him that he’s making a 

horrible mistake.  

 

But then Balak and Balaam get together and instead of 

cursing them, they’re going to corrupt them. “If we can’t hit 

them from the outside, we’ll join them.”  

 

And what they decided upon was that the sons of Israel—the 

men—would be invited to some of the pagan feasts where they 

could have sex with the Moabite women. And the men bought 

this hook, line and sinker and the compromise took place, and 

there was this relationship between the foreigners and the 

sons of Israel. 
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And so back of this is eating meat that’s offered to idols, being 

involved in sexual activity with these Moabitish women. And 

as a result, the compromise has created the problems 

described there in verse 14. 

 

“you are having there some who are holding the teaching of 

Balaam,”—now what does that mean? 

 

That means exactly the same thing that happened with 

Balaam and Balak is happening in Pergamos! Some of the 

guys are slipping out of the church and going up to the 

Acropolis and eating meat offered to idols, enjoying in those 

pagan feasts, getting drunk and involved with all that and the 

temple prostitutes. And so the church is losing its mark before 

the world because it’s compromising through the infiltration of 

the false. And the church is being broadminded about it and 

just letting this thing go on. 

 

Now does it really disturb us that we’re doing that today? 

Does that really upset us or are we so broadminded it doesn’t 

really bother us anymore?  

 

It’s a sin to be broadminded when the truth is narrow. And at 

this point we have a “Thus saith the Lord.” 

 

If we don’t quit compromising, and we don’t turn back to God 

and to personal matters of character and conviction, we’re in 

trouble. 

 

Desiring God by John Piper is the musings of a Christian 
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hedonist. Is it alright to really enjoy God? Basically. And this 

is what he says: 

 

(Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist by John 

Piper) 

 

 There is a deep difference between the temporary thrill of 

a new toy and a homecoming hug from a devoted friend. [And 

he says this] Who do you think has the deepest, most 

satisfying joy in life, the man who pays $140 for a fortieth-

floor suite downtown and spends his evening in the half-lit, 

smoke-filled [cocktail] lounge impressing strange women with 

ten-dollar cocktails, or the man who chooses the Motel 6 by a 

vacant lot of sunflowers and spends his evening watching the 

sunset [while he’s] writing a love letter [home] to his wife? 

p. 157) 

 

There is an inner relationship between all of the disease and 

all of the things that are happening in our country that is 

more than our cholesterol level. We’ve gotten into this health 

food kick, this exercise kick. If we do all this stuff, we’re going 

to be alright, but people still die. And sin has something to do 

with it. 

 

Here’s a very interesting illustration: 

 

(Is It Worth Dying For? by Robert S. Eliot, M.D., and Dennis 

L. Breo) 

 

 The Hamadryas baboon forms a strong lifelong 
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attachment to its mate. Russian researchers removed male 

baboons from their mates and placed them some distance 

away—perhaps 14 feet—in a separate cage and in full view of 

the mate. A new male was placed in the female’s cage. The 

displaced baboon was forced to observe his long-term mate 

with a new lover. He was helpless to change the situation, yet 

had to endure it. With no alteration in diet or any other factor, 

within six months the baboons experienced the whole 

spectrum of heart disease in the modern industrial world: 

some developed high blood pressure, some had heart attacks, 

and some died of sudden cardiac [arrest]. 

p. 17  

 

There are things that contribute to physical disability and 

physical demise that have to do with sin and compromise in 

violating what God originally intended. 

 

Here’s a little poem about a dachshund. It describes a lot of 

Christians we know: 

 

(Gee Whiz . . . I’m Old by Agnes Durant Pylant) 

 

There was a little dachshund once 

So long he had no notion 

How long it took to notify 

His tail of his emotion. 

And thus it was that though his eyes  

Were filled with woe and sadness, 

His little tail kept wagging on 

Because of previous gladness. 
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p. 28  

 

We have a lot of Christians whose tail is still wagging from 

previous gladness. They look awfully sad when we look them 

in the face. 

 

v. 15 Thus you also are having some who in the same 

way are holding the teaching of the Nicolaitans.  

 

“Thus you also are having some who in the same way are 

holding the teaching of the Nicolaitans.” 

 

Now what’s the significance of that?  

 

Well back in the letter to the church at Ephesus, when the 

Lord commended them in when, he said: 

 

Revelation 2:6 

 

… you hate the Nicolaitans, even as I also hate them. 

 

Now what are they doing in Pergamos? They say Nicolaitans 

can come right in and join us.  

 

Who are the Nicolaitans? We have two choices, remember?  

 

Nico means “to conquer.” 

 

Laity means “laity, the people.” 
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The hierarchical structure was all introduced during this 

period. Where we have the super saints and then the rest of 

us. And God never intended it to be that way. The Cross is 

level and we’re each brothers and sisters in this gigantic body 

and Christ is the head of our church. 

 

Now that could be possible. The other possibility is that it’s a 

very licentious, free-love group and so it would be compatible 

with those who are teaching the doctrine of Baal.  

 

Okay, what are we supposed to do? 

 

v. 16 Therefore have a change of mind; but if you do 

not, I am coming to you quickly, and I will make 

war against them with the sword of My mouth.  

 

“Therefore have a change of mind; but if you do not, I am 

coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with 

the sword of My mouth.” 

 

Now the Lord says, REPENT QUICKLY. In our next study 

He’s going to use another little phrase. He says, “I gave her 

time, but she didn’t do it.” 

 

He gives a certain allotted time. When we know what we need 

to do, and then the ax falls.  

 

He says, “I am going to make war with the church at 

Pergamos by My word, on the basis of what I said. If in fact 

there is not a change of mind or repentance.” 
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Want to know something? Five out of seven of these churches 

are told to repent. Does that say anything about the modern 

day church? It does. Five out of seven churches sitting on the 

corner need repentance. And if they did, there would be 

revival.  

 

Oh we’re praying, we’re pleading for revival. We want 

refreshing of the Spirit among us, but we’re never going to get 

it until we have the people repenting and admitting the fact 

that they’re contributing to the problem. And the problem is, 

we’re not ready to do that. 

 

“but if you don’t, I’m coming quickly, and I will make war 

against them with the sword of My mouth.” 

 

The tension is there, isn’t it? We have the world on one side, 

we have Christ on the other, and we feel stretched out in 

between. 

 

Max Lucado in his little book On the Anvil tells the story 

about a young man who faced this very tension and he made a 

decision: 

 

(On the Anvil by Max Lucado) 

 

 He wanted a life he couldn’t have. He had a life he 

couldn’t handle. 

 Juan was caught in a shouting match between the world 

on one side and a handful of us on the other. “Life isn’t worth 
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it!” screamed the world. “Yes it is,” we yelled back. “No it 

isn’t.” “Yes it is!” And there was Juan in the middle, caught 

and confused. He’d look at us—then at the world. A puppy 

between two masters. Finally, we were outshouted. “You’re 

right, it isn’t worth it!” He despaired and [he] jumped. 

p. 64  

 

And a lot of people are making those kinds of critical decisions 

today to bail out and to quit because it really isn’t worth it. 

 

Now why is it that the pollsters can tell us that there are 50 

million born-again Christians in the United States of America 

and yet 1 out of every 2 marriages are shattered by divorce? 

One out of every 3 pregnancies end in abortion? 

Homosexuality is no longer considered deviant or depraved? 

And there are 100 times more burglaries in the United States 

than there are in pagan Japan?  

 

How can we say we have 50 million born-again Christians in 

America and have those statistics? There is a skunk in the 

woodpile. There’s somebody that’s compromising somewhere 

to create that. 

 

Now, what is it? It’s basically the old problem of pride—and 

that’s denial.  

 

Lois Mowday wrote a book called The Snare and this is what 

she says as to how she handled the whole situation. Admit the 

truth she says: 
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(The Snare by Lois Mowday) 

 

Get rid of denial. 

 If you recognize denial as a part of your own life, then 

consider taking the following steps. 

 

• Admit the truth. Whatever it may be, just admit it to 

yourself.  

• Risk admitting the truth to your spouse or the person you 

are involved with.  

• Be willing to live with some pain as you go through the 

process of working out unresolved issues. 

• Determine to live by biblical standards—no matter what 

happens.  

• Replace denial with God’s perspective of your problems or 

needs.  

• Seek help, if needed, to determine God’s perspective.  

• Recognize that your problems and needs can be met 

[indeed] in a godly way.  

p. 37  

 

And then move ahead in the blessing of God and we’ll have it. 

 

v. 17 He who is having ears, let him hear what the 

Spirit is saying to the churches: To him who is 

gaining the victory, I will give to him the manna 

which has been hidden, and I will give to him a 

white stone, and a new name has been written on 

the stone which no one is knowing except the 

person who is receiving it.’  
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“He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying 

to the churches:” 

 

If someone is not a believer, they can’t hear it because “the 

natural man receives not the things of the Spirit of God.” (see 

1 Corinthians 2:14) 

 

“To him who is gaining the victory,”—who’s that? That’s the 

Antipases among us. That’s the people who will stand and say, 

“Here am I Lord! Send me! You can count on me Lord! I’m 

going to be a witness and I’m going to be faithful!” 

 

“To him who is gaining the victory,”—THREE THINGS—and 

what a blessing we have in the wrap up of the letter. 

 

To these people: 

 

“I will give to him the manna which has been hidden,”—that’s 

number one—“and I will give to him a white stone,”—that’s 

number two—“and”—third—“a new name has been written on 

the stone which no one is knowing except the person who is 

receiving it.”’ 

 

Now what are those three things? 

 

1. The first thing, the “hidden manna,” is Christ Himself.  

 

In John 6:32-35, the Lord Jesus calls Himself the “bread of 

life.” 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



35 

 

 

He’s saying, “Look, you can drink at the fountains of the 

world, you can eat at the table of the world, but you’ll never be 

satisfied. You’re always going to want more. But I tell you, eat 

Me, eat this hidden manna, this bread of the wilderness, and 

you’ll be satisfied.” 

 

What’s the Lord saying? “I can satisfy you. I can satisfy your 

hunger. I can meet your needs. Let Me be your sufficiency!” 

 

Psalm 34:8 

 

Taste and see that the Lord is good; 

blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 

 

He’s better than any dessert! He’s better than anything! Taste 

Him and see! You’re going to enjoy it! 

 

Secondly: 

 

2. “I will give to him a white stone,” 

 

Now what does He mean by “white stone”?  

 

One of two things. In those days they wore amulets around 

their neck—kind of good luck charms. And the other 

possibility is this, when they tried to do justice they did away 

with lawyers. And what they did was they put a white rock 

and a black rock in the urn and shook it up real good and 

threw it out like dice at Las Vegas. And the first rock that 
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came out determined whether they were guilty or innocent. 

 

If they got a white rock, they were innocent and set free. If 

they got a black rock, they were guilty and doomed. It’s kind of 

quick. They can get it done in a hurry. They have a 50 percent 

chance of making it. 

 

Why a white rock? It’s because God says, “I am totally 

satisfied with what Jesus Christ has done for you and I have 

declared you whiter than snow. You are a white rock. You 

have been totally acquitted. Not only am I your food, but I’m 

your freedom! I’ve broken the shackles of sin and death by the 

shedding of the blood on Calvary’s Cross!” 

 

Isaiah 1:18 

 

“Come now, let us reason together,” saith the Lord. “Though 

your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow… 

 

And thirdly: 

 

3. “a new name has been written on the stone which no one 

is knowing except the person who is receiving it.” 

 

What’s that? One of two things. It’s either the name of the 

Lord—Yahweh, which cannot be written—or it’s our name. 

The high priest had the names of the twelve tribes on the 

stones on his breastplate.  

 

The Lord probably took our name and on our stone is our 
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name because that’s our entrance into Glory. It’s all our 

future.  

 

Ladies, remember that night you got married? What 

happened? You got a new name, didn’t you? But you also got 

stoned, didn’t you? You got a beautiful big rock. And that rock 

says, “You’re mine. You belong to me for the rest of your life.” 

And on top of that, “I’m giving you my name.”  

 

And the Lord Jesus wants to be our Bridegroom and He wants 

us to be His bride. He wants to give us a new name. That’s 

going to be His name. And He wants to give us a rock that 

indicates to the world that we belong to Him and we have an 

inheritance reserved for us in heaven.  

 

What are we supposed to do? If we find ourselves 

compromising in our morals and in our marriage and in our 

ministry? REPENT. Change our mind. Turn our back on the 

allurements of the world and make a fresh commitment to 

Jesus Christ and a heart filled with obedience to His Word. 

That’s what this passage tells us. 

 

These are the lessons we got. 

 

Lesson #1: The Lord uses the Word to judge our lives.  

 

1 Corinthians 11:31, 32 

 

If we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged. But 

when we are judged, we are judged by the Lord…  
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Lesson #2: The Lord Jesus wants us married to Him, rather 

than to the world. 

 

Lesson #3: Pergamos was holding fast to the deity and the 

doctrine of Jesus Christ. 

 

Lesson #4: Antipas is called a “witness” and a “faithful one.” 

 

Lesson #5: It is the Lord’s desire that we separate from those 

who are teaching error. 

 

They were tolerating them and the Lord is upset about that. 

 

Lesson #6: The “hidden manna” found in Jesus Christ is our 

spiritual sustenance. 

 

That’s our health food friend—spiritually. 

 

Lesson #7: Jesus Christ is ours to enjoy and He gives more 

than the world can give. 

 

Lesson #8: It is a sin to be broadminded when the truth is 

narrow. 

 

Several questions: 

 

Is our name in the Lamb’s Book of Life? 

 

Have we received Christ? 
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Christian, how important is the world to us? 

 

Don’t make the mistake of living for the temporary. Jesus 

Christ is our food, our freedom and our future. 

 

David Seamands tells a little story in Healing Grace that goes 

like this: 

 

(Healing Grace by David Seamands) 

 

 Perhaps you’ve heard this good news-bad news story. 

[About] A farmer who had experienced several bad years [and 

he] went to see the manager of his bank. 

 [And he says] “I’ve got some good news and [I’ve got] some 

bad news to tell you. Which would you like to hear first?” he 

asked. “Why don’t you give me the bad news first and get it 

over with?” the banker replied. 

 “Okay. [Well, because of] the bad drought and [the] 

inflation … I won’t be able to pay anything on my mortgage 

this year; either on the principle or the interest.” [The banker 

says, “[Oh wow, that’s] bad.” 

 “[Okay, well with the bad drought and the inflation and 

all, I’m not going] to pay anything on the loan [that I had on 

the] machinery [either].” 

 “[Oh man, that’s worse].” 

 [The farmer says] “It’s worse than that. You remember I 

also borrowed to buy seeds and fertilizer and … I can’t pay 

anything on that either...” 

 “That’s awful—[what’s the good news?” 
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 “The good news,” replied the farmer with a smile, “is that 

I intend to keep on doing business with you.” 

p. 108  

 

Some of us feel like that, don’t we?  

 

Listen to this: 

 

Isaiah 14:24 

 

The Lord of hosts has sworn: “Truly, as I have planned, so 

shall it be; as I have purposed, so shall it stand.” 

 

I’ve planned it. I’ve purposed it, and friend you might not like 

it, but it’s going to happen His way and on His terms. 

 

Father, thank You for Your Word and the privilege of studying 

with these dear friends. We pray that Your Holy Spirit would 

bring conviction to each of our hearts and that we’d reexamine 

ourselves and do away with that which is denial and face You 

properly and in right perspective in light of Your Word. In 

Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Four – The Letter to the Church at 

Pergamos – Revelation 2:12-17     NOTES 

 
v. 12 “And to the messenger of the church in Pergamos write: ‘The 

One who is having the sharp two-edged sword is saying these 

things: 

v. 13 I am knowing where you are dwelling, where Satan’s throne 

is; yet you are holding fast My name, and did not deny My faith, 

even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was 

killed among you, where Satan is dwelling. 

v. 14 But I am having a few things against you, because you are 

having there some who are holding the teaching of Balaam, who 

kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of 

Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit acts of 

immorality. 

 

v. 15 Thus you also are having some who in the same way are 

holding the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 

v. 16 Therefore have a change of mind; but if you do not, I am 

coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the 

sword of My mouth. 

v. 17 He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying 

to the churches: To him who is gaining the victory, I will give to 

him the manna which has been hidden, and I will give to him a 

white stone, and a new name has been written on the stone which 

no one is knowing except the person who is receiving it.’ 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 2:12-17 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. Read Hebrews 4:12 and interpret the sharp two-edged 

sword in verse 12 of this study. 

 

 

 

 

3. Describe His knowledge of the church at Pergamos 

according to verse 13. 

 

 

 

 

4. What does He have against them, according to verses 14  

& 15? 
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5. What are they asked to do, according to verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the warning given in verse 16? 

 

 

 

 

7. What two things are given to those who are gaining the 

victory, according to verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

8. What is placed on the white stone, according to verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: The Lord uses the Word to judge our lives. “But 

if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged. 

But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord in 

order that we may not be condemned along with the 

world” (1 Corinthians 11:31, 32). 

 

LESSON #2: The Lord Jesus wants us married to Him, rather 

than to the world. 

 

LESSON #3: Pergamos was holding fast to the deity and 

doctrine of Jesus Christ. 

 

LESSON #4: Antipas is called a “witness” and a “faithful one.” 

 

LESSON #5: It is the Lord’s desire that we separate from 

those who are teaching error. 
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LESSON #6: The “hidden manna” found in Jesus Christ is to 

be our spiritual sustenance. 

 

LESSON #7: Jesus Christ is ours to enjoy and gives much 

more than the world can give. 

 

LESSON #8: It is a sin to be broadminded when the truth is 

narrow. 
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