A Practical Study of REVELATION:
Bible Prophecy
“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Five — Letter to the Church at Thyatira -
Revelation 2:18-29

There always seems to be something that the Lord is
concerned about with us and He has to have a great sense of
humor to put up with us, doesn’t He?

When we come to this fourth letter—the letter to the church at
Thyatira—it 1s a sobering letter. Since it is the fourth, let’s
look geographically where we’re going.

We've gone north from Ephesus about 35 or 40 miles to
Smyrna. And then we stopped off at Pergamos. Now we've
turned south and east about 45 miles from Pergamos, to the
city of Thyatira.

Now the only time we hear of Thyatira in the scripture is that
1t’s the home of Lydia. She’s the first lady convert in Philippi
when Paul and Silas and Timothy and Luke land there and
the ministry begins in that place.

She 1s called “the seller of purple cloth.” The city of Thyatira
was famous for its woolens and also for its dying industry, in
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the sense that they produced this purple dye that was used in
a lot of the coloring of cloth.

It was a Macedonian colony, established originally by
Alexander the Great, but it’s a very small place. There’s
nothing important about it. It has a little theater and it has a
little stadium and it has a little library and it has some
temples there, but nothing that would be anything famous at
all for the city.

The strange thing about this city and this church is that this
1s the most severe letter and it’s the longest one of all of the
seven. And so with these thoughts in mind, we’re going to dig
into it right away.

In our first verse, we're going to be introduced to Jesus from
some statements from chapter 1, and then He begins in the
second verse with His message. There are three things in
verse 18 that are said about Jesus before the message begins.

v. 18 “And to the messenger of the church in Thyatira
write: ‘The Son of God, who is having eyes like a
flame of fire, and His feet are like burnished brass,
is saying these things:

““And to the messenger of the church in Thyatira write: “The
Son of God, who 1s having eyes like a flame of fire, and His
feet are like burnished brass, is saying these things:”

Alright, there are THREE THINGS there:
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1. He’s called the “Son of God.”
Now we don’t have that back in chapter 1, by the way. The
only statement we have in chapter 1 is He’s the “Son of Man”

walking among the candlesticks.

Now what’s the difference between “Son of Man” and “Son of

God”?

Well “Son of Man” relates to us. We think of love, we think of
grace, we think of compassion.

But whenever we see the term “Son of God” we think of deity
1immediately and we also think of judgment. And that really
fits this particular letter.

So the name 1s changed for very specific reasons, that with
ogreat respect the Divine One, who 1s the executor of
judgment—“the Son of God”—is herein involved in this letter.
And it says secondly:

2. “who 1s having eyes like a flame of fire,”

Now that does come from chapter 1:

Revelation 1:14

His head and His hair were white as wool, white as snow; and
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His eyes were like a flame of fire.
What does it mean to have eyes “like a flame of fire”?

We can presume by this that it means that whenever we see
God, we see fire. When Moses was on Mount Sinai there was
fire. When he was at the burning bush there was fire. The
children of Israel, when they were led by night, it was by a
pillar of fire. And so His eyes pierced like “fire.”

In 1 Corinthians 3 when it says that our wood, hay and
stubble, which 1s from the flesh, is burnt that it could be by
the piercing gaze of our Lord Jesus Christ as He puts the fire
to all the things in our lives that were done in the flesh. And
all that remains is that which was produced in the Spirit for
reward.

Now Abraham, when he experienced the institution of the
Abrahamic covenant, remember? He got the offering ready, he
put the animals in a corridor and he fell into a deep sleep and
1t says, “like a burning furnace God passed between the
pieces.” (ref. Genesis 15:17)

Now that helps us understand why Hebrews 10:31 says:

Hebrews 10:31

It’s a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

He is the DIVINE JUDGE.



1. He’s the “Son of God.”

And secondly:

2. His eyes are piercing “like a flame of fire.”
And thirdly:

3. “His feet are like burnished brass.”

Now whenever we see the term “brass” in scripture, we
immediately think of judgment. Let’s look at an illustration of
that.

In the Old Testament, when the children of Israel were
plagued by the poisoned snakes as a result of some immoral
activity, the Lord told Moses to put a bronze or a brass
serpent on a pole. And then everybody who looked in faith to
that brass serpent were healed from the poisonous snakes.

Then when Jesus is talking to Nicodemus in John 3—we’ll roll
the cameras ahead to the New Testament—remember what
He says to Nicodemus about half-way through the interview?

John 3:14

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of Man be lifted up;



What did He mean by that? Jesus Christ was going to be lifted
up on a Cross and He was literally going to become a brass
serpent. He was going to become sin under judgment. He was
going to die for our sins. That’s basically what He was telling
Nicodemus. And so brass always speaks of God’s judgment.

When we start singing “The Battle Hymn of the Republic,” we
see that i1t epitomizes in words what this first verse says:

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never sound
retreat,

He is sifting out the hearts of men before His Judgment
Seat...

(source unknown)

And then in that first verse:

He 1s trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are
stored,

He hath loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift
sword,

His truth is marching on.

(source unknown)

Now when we get to verse 19, this is the beginning of the
Lord’s message. And we are playing a little game.

At this point the Lord takes over and begins to speak, because
this is His message to us. We're going to try to relate to what
He has to say and apply it to our lives.
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So let’s pick up now at verse 19—the Lord Jesus begins to
speak. What does He say?

v. 19 I am knowing your works and your love and faith
and service and your perseverance (steadfast
endurance), and that your last deeds are greater
than at first.

“I am knowing your works and your love and faith and service

and your perseverance, and that your last deeds are greater

than the first.”

Now there 1s one common denominator in all four of the
letters. It’s the words “I am knowing.”

The Lord has chosen to start out every time by saying, “Hey
look, you aren’t fooling me with anything”:

“I am knowing.”
He told Ephesus—*I am knowing your works.”
He told Smyrna—*“I am knowing your tribulation.”

He told Pergamos—“I am knowing where you are dwelling,
where Satan’s throne 1s.”

And now he returns to that word “works” and He’s saying:



“I am knowing your works.”

Now remember we had TWO THINGS about the letters:
1. First of all, He AFFIRMS.

2. Then He CRITICIZES or CONDEMNS the church.

3. And then He'll always give a PROMISE at the end.

Every letter 1s like that, with the exception of course of the
letter to the church at Smyrna where there 1s no
condemnation or criticism to this suffering church, only
affirmation.

Now He affirms them in SIX WAYS here in this first verse.
And we look at this and say, “Wow! This is really great. I
would love to be in a group of people like this that have these
six things true of their lives.” And so He’s getting ready to
affirm.

Now the other thing is that if these letters are taken
historically, like a lot of prophetic buffs do, then:

The letter to the church at Ephesus was the APOSTOLIC
PERIOD.

The letter to the church at Smyrna was the SUFFERING
CHURCH when so many died a martyr’s death.
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Pergamos was from 312 A.D., when Constantine brought the
CHURCH AND THE STATE TOGETHER. And then that
would be up to about 600 A.D.

This letter would be from 600 A.D. to Martin Luther. It’s the
MIDDLE AGES. It’s the DARK AGE PERIOD.

Are there any people during that age that are famous? Yes.
Bernard of Clairvaux,

Anselm,

John Huss (from this period, died at the stake),

John Wycliffe (was also from this particular period).

So there are a lot of shining lights that come out of this period,
even though it’s characterized as the Dark Ages.

Now let’s look at those SIX THINGS for just a minute:

1. First He says—“I am knowing your works.”

Now for some, maybe they haven’t gotten the message yet that
1t’s not our works that gain our salvation. That is the hardest
thing 1t seems to get across to individuals these days. It’s
difficult trying to help people realize God is interested in the
relationship and not the performance.
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The “works” He’s talking about here, that He knows about, are
the works of a believer.

“Faith without works 1s dead” (James 2:17).

The manifestation of our faith will be revealed in the works
that flow from our life. Or we could use the term “fruit.” Faith
will 1ssue in fruit—that will be evidence that we have come
into relationship with Jesus Christ.

So He says, first of all, “I am knowing your works”:

2. “and your love.”

One of the things that we really notice about a Christian is
love. And it’s just an ingredient there that is a manifestation
of the Spirit of God in his life and he loves.

And third, He says:

3. “I am knowing your...faith.”

Now what does He mean by that?

In Hebrews 11:6 it says:

Hebrews 11:6

Without faith it 1s impossible to please Him, for he that
cometh to God must believe that He 1s, and He 1s a rewarder
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of those who diligently seek Him.

But what’s He talking about when He says, “I know your
faith”?

Does that mean He knows that we’ve come to faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ? That’s part of it.

But on a daily basis, we exercise faith when we trust God with

the curriculum that He’s established for our lives to make us
like His Son.

Helmut Thielicke, the German theologian, said it the best:

(Secrets of Staying Power: Overcoming the Discouragements
of Ministry by Kevin A. Miller)

Everything that comes to us like an assault of fate—dread
of the future, human disappointments, embroilments in our
life, trials and afflictions—all this becomes for him who has
faith an element which can no longer swamp and bury him,
but mysteriously bears him up, as Noah was borne by the

flood.
p. 197

That’s the “faith.” It’s the ability to trust God, believing that
God 1s in control, even though it just seems like everything is
out of control.

Thomas Merton has written a number of prayers that have
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been left. And in “The Road Ahead” he says this—and we can
just sense faith in this:

(Secrets of Staying Power: Overcoming the Discouragements
of Ministry by Kevin A. Miller)

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going, I do not
see the road ahead of me, I cannot know for certain where 1t
will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think
I am following your will does not mean that I am actually
doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in
fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am
doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that
desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the
right road, though I may know nothing about it.

p. 195

He is trusting the Lord to carry him through. So He says
THREE THINGS:

1. I know “your works,”

2. I know “your love,” and

3. Iknow “your...faith.”

Now when we experience that in our lives, we experience it in
reverse don’t we? We come to “faith,” it manifests itself in
“love,” and 1t’s demonstrated in good “works” that flow from

our lives.
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The fourth thing He says:

4. “I am knowing your...service.”

Now here we believe He’s talking about the fact that these
believers are exercising their spiritual gifts in serving one
another in the body of Christ. So He says, “I know about that
t00.”

And what’s number 5? Have we seen this word before?

5. “your perseverance (or your steadfast endurance).”

Remember that? Back in the letter to the church at Ephesus,
we said that the Lord repeated that word twice.

In Revelation 2 He said:

Revelation 2:2

I am knowing your works and your toil and your endurance...
And then he turns right around at verse 3:

Revelation 2:3

and you are having endurance...

He repeats it twice.
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And then we know that John has experienced endurance and
perseverance in his tribulation.

Now what this tells us 1s that God delights in the persevering
person who is enduring the difficulties of his life
triumphantly. Or He wouldn’t keep coming back to it.

One of the things that delights the heart of God more than
anything else 1s we're just hanging in there and we're staying

with 1t and finishing strong. But do we have very many people
like that?

Dr. Paul Faulkner tells the cutest story. Listen to this:

(Making Things Go Right When Things Go Wrong: Ten
Proven Ways to Put Your Life in Order by Dr. Paul Faulkner)

There’s this boy in junior high school. He doesn’t seem to
have a care in the world. A fellow says, “You're a happy guy,
aren’t you?” He says, “No, sir. If only I had a girlfriend, I'd
have it made.”

Now he’s in high school and going steady with a girl. The
fellow says, “You're a happy guy now.” He says, “No, it doesn’t
do much good to have a girlfriend if you don’t have wheels. If
only I had a car, I'd be happy.”

Now the boy has a car, a girlfriend—the whole bit. And
the fellow says, “Well, you've got it made now.” And the boy
replies, “I'm not sure about that. If only I could go to college,
get my degree and get married, then I'd be happy for sure.”

14



The fellow sees him a few years later. The boy’s graduated
from college and married. So he says, “Surely, you've got it
made now.” He replies, “No, but if I only had a good job and
could make a down payment on a house, I'd be the happiest
guy you ever saw.”

The fellow sees him later in front of his new house and
says, “At last, you're happy, right?” “No, sir. Have you ever
tried to raise teenagers? If I could just get my kids through
college, I'd have it made.” And later he complains, “I don’t
have [an] adequate retirement. If I could just buy me a little
place up in Arkansas to retire and raise a few chickens, I'd
have it made.”

Would you believe it [in your wildest imagination]? The
fellow 1s driving down a little gravel road up in the Ozark
Mountains 1in Arkansas years later and sees that same guy.
He’s sitting in his rocking chair on the porch of a neat little
white house. Out back are some chicken [coops]. He gets out,
runs up to the guy on the porch and says with a big smile,
“Wow! Here it 1s. It’s everything you’ve ever wanted, worked
for, struggled for and paid for. You've really got it made now!”
The old man says, “But I've got rheumatism, my wife’s got
lumbago, and the hens aren’t laying. But one of these days, in
the sweet by and by, I'm going to be a truly happy man.” [And
then Faulkner comments:]

This old fool is never going to be happy! Even if he makes
1t to heaven, his halo will probably be too tight, and all that
singing will get on his nerves. His grumbling and griping
would exhaust the patience of Job and the wisdom of Solomon.
pp. 52-53
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Now 1sn’t that the way we live? Why don’t we learn that God
wants us to be happy persevering? God wants us in the arena
of problems and stresses and to be happy there, because if

we're happy there everybody’s going to wonder what we’re up
to. Right?

And that’s our greatest witness for the Lord! To see us
triumphant and victorious when everything else breaks loose
and it’s all running against us. That’s when we have our
ogreatest witness. That’s why the Lord put that there.

Margaret Clarkson in Grace Grows Best in Winter says:

(Grace Grows Best in Winter: Help for Those Who Must Suffer
by Margaret Clarkson)

Only if we can learn to look upon our trials as having
been chosen for us by the One who has made us to be His own
inheritance and who has given Himself to us as our portion
and inheritance in return, can we stand up to the pressures of
pain and trouble with unbroken spirit and bring forth from
our thorny walls the fruit which He requires of us.

p. 81
Listen to this from Margaret Clarkson:

(Grace Grows Best in Winter: Help for Those Who Must Suffer
by Margaret Clarkson)

As long as we want to be different from what God wants
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us to be at the time, we are only tormenting ourselves to
no purpose.
p. 81

There 1t 1s. As long as we want to be different than we are at
the time, we are only tormenting ourselves to absolutely no
purpose. And then she goes on to say acceptance is the only
way to really find peace.

Now the sixth thing is great! Look at that one:

6. “and that your last deeds are greater than the first.”
What is the Lord telling them? He’s telling them that He’s
1mpressed with the fact that they are increasing in their fruit
and 1n their labor for the Lord, rather than cooling off and
diminishing.”

We have FOUR Ps. He’s delighted with:

1. their PROGRESS,

2. their PROFICIENCY,

3. their greater POTENTIAL, and

4. their PRESSING ON.

We don’t preach much of this about growing up in the Lord.
Are we different today than we were last week?
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1 Peter says:

1 Peter 2:2, 3

as newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the word, that you
may grow thereby...

Are we growing in our relationship to the Lord?

Are we really growing and maturing? That delights Him and
He tells this church that.

Job 8:7

Although your beginning may seem small, He will make your
later years very great.

That’s the will of God.

Although our beginning may seem small, yet the later years
will be very great.

And then He says:

Job 9:10

He does great things beyond understanding and marvelous
things without number.
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That’s Paul’s whole thesis in Philippians 3:

Philippians 3:14

I've forgetting those things which are behind and I'm pressing
toward those things which are in front.

Can our kids see a change in us? Can our spouse see a change?
Are we growing in our relationship to the Lord? That delights
His heart.

Now all six of these things are evidences of the FRUIT OF
THE SPIRIT in one’s life, but He affirms them with these six
wonderful words:

1. “your works,”

2.  “your love,”

3. “your faith,”

4. “your service,”

5. “your perseverance,” and

6. “your last deeds are greater than the first.”

v. 20 But I am having this against you, that you are

tolerating the woman Jezebel, who is calling
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herself a prophetess, and she is teaching and
seducing My bondservants to commit acts of
immorality and to eat things sacrificed to idols.

“But”™—here we go. We move immediately around the contrast
of that very first word in verse 20—“I am having this against

b

you,

Now when he met Ephesus, He said:

“I am having this against you.”

In Pergamos He says:

“I am having a few things against you.”

Now there 1s one, but it is a big one. This church is going
along with immorality. And as a result of it, it’s creating some
tremendous ramifications in the church at Thyatira.

“I am having this against you, that you are tolerating the
woman Jezebel, who 1s calling herself a prophetess, and she is
teaching and seducing My bondservants to commit acts of
1immorality and to eat things sacrificed to idols.”

At Pergamos there were people in the congregation that were
teaching Balaam—which basically Balaam did the same two
things. He seduced the people to eat meat offered to idols and

to indulge in immoral activity.
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So there 1s that comparison between Balaam and what
Jezebel 1s teaching. But they also were involved in the
Nicolaitans.

Now the thing that is happening here though, that grieves the
heart of the Lord, is that they're “tolerating” this. They're
encompassing this moral cesspool that is around them,
perpetrated by this woman called Jezebel.

Now did they have a woman called Jezebel in the
congregation? As the Lord writes this letter, there’s only one
woman 1n the Bible that can remind Him of the woman in
Thyatira and that’s Jezebel.

Now we don’t call our women Jezebel today. We usually call
our dog Jezebel. That’s about as far as we go with her name.

Who 1s she? She’s a Phoenician princess. She ended up
married to Ahab. He was the son of Omri and he did more to
insight the Lord’s wrath against Israel than any other king
before him.

Jezebel wore the pants in the family. She gradually
introduced the worship of Baal. She brought the whole
entourage with her in the marital relationship. So Baal
worship, both female and male counterparts, were involved in
Israel as a result of it. So she actually did these very things.

She tried to kill all the prophets of God. Only a hundred of
them got away. Actually Obadiah hid them and gave them
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bread and water on a daily basis to sustain them as they were
hidden from her. She also tried to kill Elijjah when he came
down from Mount Carmel and tried to put him to death—she
was unsuccessful. And so Jezebel is a very wicked lady. A very
wicked person. And this woman there in Thyatira is very
similar.

Now there are THREE THINGS that are said about this
woman, of what she’s doing there in that verse:

1. “calling,”

2. “teaching,” and

3. “seducing.”

Those three verbs will put the verse together.

1. She’s “calling herself a prophetess”—but what does that
tell us?

The Lord doesn’t agree with that. She is not that.

Secondly:

2. “she 1s teaching” that which 1s false—not that which 1s
true.

And thirdly:
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3. “sheis...seducing My bondservants”—the people right
there in the church—“to commit acts of immorality and to eat
things sacrificed to i1dols.”

Isn’t there a horrendous contrast between Lydia and Jezebel
here, as far as the two women on these extremes? Jezebel
must have been terribly arrogant. She must be exalting
herself and she has to be terribly bold.

We have to watch those prophetesses in the Bible who kind of
get off the track.

There are people in our present time doing exactly some of the
very same things that are described here.

What’s the thing that really gets us? It’s the word “seduced.”

The one thing that Satan has going for him and his program is
he plays to our nature. He seduces us by the flesh and he
introduces that, which by the flesh, 1is something that’s
attractive. And immediately upon seduction, the flesh rises up
and 1s in flames. And Satan has his way and he’s
accomplished his purpose.

Now Deitrich Bonhoeffer wrote quite a number of little pieces
while he was in prison before he died a martyr. And some of
those things don’t come through from German to English very
well. This piece on temptation is one of the strongest pieces
that he wrote:
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(The Martyred Christian: 160 Readings from Dietrich
Bonhoeffer selected and edited by Joan Winmill Brown)

In our members there i1s a slumbering inclination towards
desire which 1s both sudden and fierce. With irresistible power
desire seizes mastery over the flesh. All at once a secret,
smouldering fire is kindled. The flesh burns and is in flames.
It makes no difference whether it 1s sexual desire, or ambition;
or vanity, or desire for revenge, or love of fame and power, or
greed for money, or, finally, that strange desire for the beauty
of the world, of nature. Joy in God 1is in course of being
extinguished in us and we seek all our joy in the creature.
[That 1s well said.] At this moment God is quite unreal to us,
he loses all reality, and only desire for the creature is real; the
only reality is the devil. Satan does not here fill us with
hatred of God, but with forgetfulness of God. And now his
falsehood 1s added to this proof of strength. The lust thus
aroused envelops the mind and will of man in deepest
darkness. The powers of clear discrimination and of decision
are taken from us. The questions present themselves: “Is what
the flesh desires really sin in this case?” “Is it really not
permitted to me, yes—expected of me, now, here, in my
particular situation, to appease desire?” The tempter puts me
in a privileged position as he tried to put the hungry Son of
God 1n a privileged position. I boast of my privilege against
God.
pp. 133-34

Lucado comes right along behind him and he describes it this
way:
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(On the Anvil by Max Lucado)

[Satan] 1s the master of the trapdoor and the author of
weak moments. He waits until your back is turned. He waits
until your defense is down. He waits until the bell has rung
and you are walking back to your corner. Then he aims his
dart at your weakest point and...

Bullseye! You lose your temper. You lust. You fall. You
take a drag. You buy a drink. You kiss the woman. You follow
the crowd. You rationalize. You say yes. You sign your name.
You forget who you are. You walk into her room. You look in
the window. You break your promise. You buy the magazine.
You lie. You covet. You stomp your feet and demand your way:

You deny your Master.

It’s David disrobing Bathsheba. It’s Adam accepting the
fruit from Eve. It’s Abraham lying about Sarah. It’s Peter
denying that he ever knew Jesus. It’s Noah, drunk and naked
in his tent. It’s Lot, in bed with his own daughter. It’s your
worst nightmare. It’s sudden. It’s sin.

Satan numbs our awareness and short-circuits our self-
control. We know what we are doing and yet can’t believe that
we are doing it. In the fog of weakness we want to stop but
haven’t the will to do so. We want to turn around, but our feet

won’t move. We want to run and, pitifully, we want to stay.
p. 92

We read that statement there: “We know what we are doing

and we can’t believe we're doing it.” That reminds us of John

Denver’s mid-life crisis song when he talks about, “Some days
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are diamonds and some days are stones.” And he says, “The
face that I see in the mirror is a stranger to me.” He can’t
believe that he’s caught up and involved in this.

Listen to these verses—how instructive they are:

Genesis 4:6, 7

The Lord asked Cain, “Why are you angry? Why 1s your face
downcast? If you are doing what is right, will you not be
accepted? But if you are doing wrong, [get this] sin 1s
crouching at your door; its desires are for you and you must
master it.”

In other words, as believers, if we're going to take the stand,
we have to put on the “armor of God” and stand! And having
done all to stand! But behind that door is something that

desires us.

Now we don’t know what’s behind someone’s door. Maybe 1it’s
a naked woman. Maybe i1t’s a bottle. Maybe 1t’s a pack of
cigarettes. Maybe it’s a pill. Maybe it’s a piece of chocolate
cake. Maybe it’s a tongue. Maybe it’s a dollar bill. Maybe it’s a
black cloud of depression. We don’t know what 1t 1s, but it’s
very real in the Bible.

David got it when it was on the roof. Moses got it when he was
at the rock. Samson in the lap of a lady, and Saul doing it his
way. We must master it. What do we have to do? We have to
say that one word that everybody hates to say—NO!
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What is it about NO that we don’t understand? Why can’t we
say “NO! I'm not going to go along with that!”

There needs to be so much of that and realize that that’s the
one thing Satan has. He can do a number on us by seducing
us. And that happens there in Thyatira.

At verse 21 we are at the KEY PHRASE in the whole study. If
we get nothing else, get this one, because maybe God’s saying
this to us personally.

v. 21 And I gave her time in order that she might have a
change of mind; and she is not willing to change
her mind about her immorality.

“And I gave her a piece of my mind”—is that what it says?

“And I gave her time.”

That’s long-suffering. That’s patience. That’s God saying,
“Look! I'm not giving up Jezebel!”

“The Lord is not willing that any should perish”—2 Peter
3:9—“but that all should come to repentance.”

2 Corinthians 6:2

... behold, now 1s “the acceptable time,” behold, now 1s “the
day of salvation.”
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“I gave her time...”

“I gave her time”—with one purpose in view—“in order that
she might have a change of mind;”

In other words, she might repent of what she’s doing in her
calling herself a prophetess, in teaching that which 1s false,
and seducing the bondservants here. He doesn’t write her off.
He gives her time. His patience, His persistence and His plea
to her 1s “please change your mind.”

But what does the text say?
“she 1s not willing to change her mind about her immorality.”

When there’s a triangle going on and there’s an affair, we're
fully aware of the power of human emotions. People will
destroy marriages, leave children, leave jobs, lose profession—
all for the sake of an emotional involvement with a third
party, another woman. And just literally destroy their lives all
for the power of human emotions that have gotten off track
and Satan’s gotten ahold of and ruined the life. And this
woman 1is not going to let go of her immorality.

One writer says:

“Those who expect to repent tomorrow usually die today.”
(source unknown)
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And this woman is not planning on doing that.

This 1s what Lois Mowday says about handling an immoral
situation—these are the steps:

(The Snare by Lois Mowday)

e make a decision to put the relationship with Jesus Christ
first in [your] lives;

acknowledge [your] sin;

take action to end [any] immoral relationship;

take action based on obedience, not feelings;

get out of the involvement—cold turkey;

enter a relationship of accountability [by being
accountable to somebody else];

recognize if addiction is present and seek help; and

e recognize Satan and his role in our sin.

With all these factors operating in our lives, the
remaining element is time. The toughest part of the healing
process 1s that it takes so long. Sometimes a lifetime.

p. 213

We can’t just microwave our feelings overnight. Sometimes it
even takes a lifetime to make these things right. The majority
don’t make it right. The majority decide that for the sake of
warm fuzzies and human love and stuff that’s going to change
when the problems begin to surface. Satan has already got
them hooked and has destroyed everything that they’'ve built

and lived for.
29



Now what’s the Lord going to do with her because she won’t d¢
1t?

v. 22 Behold, I am throwing her into a bed, and those
who are committing adultery with her into great
tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.

“Behold, I am throwing her into a bed, and those who are
committing adultery with her into great tribulation, unless
they repent of her deeds.”

Now most commentators will say this is a BED OF
PUNISHMENT. He’s going to throw her into a bed of
punishment, rather than pleasure.

Sometimes God has a way of when we just insist on our own
way. Just stuffing it down our throat? By finally just giving it
to us and letting us have it and giving it to us more than we
could ever ask for so we're sick of it? Ever seen that side of
God? Well let’s read a little account in Numbers 11.

The children of Israel—same song, tenth verse, a little bit
louder and a whole lot worse—“If we only had the meat that
we had back in Egypt! We're out here, we've got to eat this
manna in the morning, manna in the evening, manna all day
long! We wish we were back in Egypt!”

So what’s the Lord say? He’s had about all that He can take:
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Numbers 11:18-20

Then He tells the people: “Consecrate yourselves in
preparation for tomorrow, when you are going to eat meat.
The Lord heard when you wailed, ‘If only we had meat to eat!
We were better off in Egypt!” Now the Lord will give you meat,
and you will eat it. You will eat it for not just one day, or two
days, or five, ten or twenty days, but for a whole month—until
1t comes out your nostrils and you loathe it—because you
rejected the Lord, who 1s among you, and you have wailed
before Him, saying, ‘Why did we ever leave Egypt?”

We can almost hear God saying, “Alright lady, if you're not
going to repent, get in your bed and whoever is involved with
you 1s going to experience the same judgment in the Great
Tribulation.”

Psalm 106:15

He gave them what they asked for,
and he sent a wasting disease among them.

The sting of things turning to ashes because we are stubborn
and bull-headed and have to have our own way.

We think of repentance as being a word for sinners, where
Colson makes it a word for saints every day:

(Against the Night: Living in the New Dark Ages by Charles
Colson and Ellen Santilli Vaughn)
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Repentance is commonly thought of as simply an
acknowledgment and confession of sin. Surely we as
individuals need to repent of our disunity, our moral laxity,
our hard hearts—indeed, we need to repent of the sins of the
society of which we are a part. But the repentance God desires
of us is not just contrition over particular sins; it is also a
daily attitude, a perspective.

Repentance 1s the process by which we see ourselves, day
by day, as we really are: sinful, needy, dependent people. It 1s
the process by which we see God as he 1s: awesome, majestic,
and holy. It is the essential manifestation of regeneration that
sets us straight in our relationship to God and so radically
alters our perspective that we begin to see the world through
God’s eyes, not our own. Repentance 1s the ultimate surrender

of [ourselves].
p. 140

Of course we can go on to say to God:

“and those who are committing adultery with her in the great
tribulation, unless they repent of her deeds.”

This 1s the first time in these letters that we have people in
the church who aren’t Christians. And in these letters we
come to this point. There are people today in churches who are
not Christians. They have never experienced the new birth.
And there is severe judgment here for them in this particular
circumstance.
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Now when we get to verse 23, don’t formulate an opinion
before we get a chance to explain what it means.

v. 23 Also her children I will kill with death; and all the
churches shall come to know that I am He who is
searching minds and hearts; and I will give to each
one of you in accordance with your deeds.

“Also her children I will kill with death; and all the churches
shall come to know that I am He who 1s searching minds and
hearts; and I will give to each one of you in accordance with
your deeds.”

Now if we want to get people really upset—especially people
who aren’t Christians—we talk about God who’s killing
children. Now they can kill them in abortion by the millions
and it doesn’t make any difference, but tell us God is killing
kids, that’s something else. We have a case against that God.
We don’t want to have anything to do with Him.

Now there are some phrases in this verse that are
troublesome if we don’t see them rightly. And the first one 1is:

“her children I will kill with death;”
Why does he use the term “kill with death”?

What’s the Lord’s saying? As the mother sold the child,

Jezebel’s offspring are going to be just like Jezebel and He'’s

going to have no alternative but to judge those children in the
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same way He 1s going to have to judge her.

Now the real Jezebel in the Old Testament had a son by the
name of Ahaziah. And if we've read the Old Testament in the
book of 2 Kings, we’ll remember the story of Ahaziah. He
becomes king but he’s a big chicken.

His dad got killed in battle so he’s not going to go to battle. So
he stays home and he’s lounging around in his upper bedroom,
and all of a sudden he falls out on the patio. And he’s laying
on his bed and he doesn’t know whether he’s going to live or
die, so he tells his servant, “Go to Baal-Zebub, the god of the
flies, and find out if I'm going to live.” (see 2 Kings 1:2)

And running down the road to Baal-Zebub, the servant runs
into Elijah. And Eljjah says, “Where are you going?”

“I'm going to go see Baal-Zebub.”

“Well why don’t you just go back and tell your master that he
ain’t getting off that bed?”

So the guy does a 360 and he just whips on and he goes back

and sees the master and he says, “I met some guy on the
road.” And he said, “What did he look like?” He described him.

He said, “It’s Eljjah. What did he say?”
“He says you ain’t going to live.”
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Now how does Ahaziah handle that? Well, he calls out fifty of
his men and he says, “Go get Elijah, we’re going to kill him.”
So these fifty guys go out. They try to get old Elijah. He’s
sitting up here on the hill.

He says, “The king says come down!” Elijjah says, “If I am a
man of God, fire will come down and destroy you!”

PHEWW! Burnt spot on the ground—fifty guys dead. (see 2
Kings 1:2-10)

Same song! Second verse! Ahaziah doesn’t learn quickly! He
sends fifty more back!

“The king says come down now!” Eljjah says, same song,
y J y g
second verse: “If I'm a man of God, may fire come down!”

PHEWW!! Another burnt spot right there on the ground—fifty
more guys.

Third time! This guy’s a slow learner. Fifty more guys! The
only difference between this captain of this fifty is, he became
a believer when he walked over charred ground. He pleaded
with Elijjah! “Please don’t bring fire down!” And he didn’t.

So the Lord says, “Go with those fifty guys.” And they went
back and told Ahaziah he was going to die and he did. (see 2
Kings 1:1:11-17)

That’s the sign. What the Lord says is, “I'm going to kill her
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children with death,” which means the SECOND DEATH—a
spiritual death.

He has no alternative but to do that when a person spurns
and rejects Him, but to execute judgment.

Remember in the letter to the church Smyrna? They won’t be
hurt by the second death, right? But what is the second death?

A man born once, dies twice. And a man born twice, dies once.

Alright, if we’re born physically and we’re never born again,
we're going to die twice. We're going to die physically and then
one of these days we’re going to be raised from the dead and
stand at the Great White Throne Judgment and we will be
eternally judged. And that is the second death.

But a man born twice—born again by the Spirit of God after
we experience physical birth—we’re going to die and it’s no big
deal. But He’s going to kill her children “with death”—the
second death because they’re not going to respond.

And all the churches are going to come to know something.
They’re going to:

“come to know that I am He who 1s searching minds and
hearts; and I will give to each one of you in accordance with
your deeds.”

He can run a computer search on us and He’s got everything
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He needs. He knows all about us—our thinking, our feeling
and our acting.

Jeremiah 17:10

“I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to reward
a man according to his conduct...

And so He says here, that’s what’s going to happen.

v. 24 But I am saying to the rest of you, who are in
Thyatira, who are not holding this teaching, who
have not known the deep things of Satan, as they
are saying; I am not placing another burden upon
you.

“But I am saying to the rest of you, who are in Thyatira, who
are not holding this teaching, who have not known the deep
things of Satan, as they are saying; I am not placing another
burden upon you.”

Okay, there are some people here that didn’t go along with it.
There 1s the faithful remnant in the church. They're walking
with the Lord.

There are THREE THINGS that are said about them:

1. They “are in Thyatira®—that’s where they live.

2. They “are not holding this teaching.”
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3. They “have not known the deep things of Satan, as they
are saying.”

Now we look at that statement and we say what does that
mean, “the deep things of Satan”?

Looking at all the New Age literature we have words like
“metaphysics” and Scientology and messing with the mind
and “inner journey.” There’s that “heavenly light” and all that
stuff that they’re coming out with—that’s the deep things.
They delight to focus on the confusing, the intellectual, the
deep mystical things that come from the masters to whom
they channel and receive their messages.

Of course, that i1s actually a counterfeit of the deep things of
God. Satan has his deep things.

Erwin Lutzer says this:

(Satan’s Evangelistic Strategy for This New Age by Erwin W.
Lutzer and John F. DeVries)

Satan’s ultimate desire is not for men and women to
commit immorality or even to look to astrology for guidance or
to be healed by crystals. All these techniques of the New Age
Movement are but stepping-stones to his most subtle
deception, namely, the duplication of religious experience. All
the roads lead to this one: Satan wants humans to encounter
him and think they are in touch with the living God. The
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bottom line is that he wants to give his followers a “satanic
conversion.” To duplicate a divine encounter is the height of
his rebellion. When he fell he said he would be “like the Most
High” (Isaiah 14:14). He thinks this miracle is proof that he is
succeeding! To effect a spiritual conversion is his most

dazzling deception!
pp. 100-101

But notice the phrase, “as they are saying.”

The Lord says that’s what they say, but that really isn’t what
1t 1s.

But He says:
“I am not placing another burden upon you.”

Now at the Jerusalem Council they were fighting over Law
and grace in Acts 15. And when they got to the end, they
wrote a little letter and James says there are three things that
we want to ask these Gentile Christians to consider about us
Jews. And of course it had to do with animals that were
strangled and the taking of blood and one other condition. And
they said, “We are not going to put any additional burden on
you but that.”

And the Lord says, “I'm just not going to put any more burden
on you than the fact that you remain faithful there”—because

that’s the next statement.
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v. 25 Nevertheless what you are having, hold fast until I
come.

“Nevertheless what you are having, hold fast until I come.”

Don’t turn loose of it. Continue to stay by the stuff. Let God
work!

C. S. Lewis in The Great Divorce wrote this:

(Intersections: With Christ at the Crossroads of Life by
Raymond C. Ortlund)

“On the borders of heaven there was a poor wretch walking
with a red lizard on his shoulder. An angel of light came up
and said, “Let me break its back.” The lizard whispered into
the ear of the man, “Oh, no, no! The wonderful things I tell
you, the 1images I pour into your mind.”

“Let me break its back!” said the angel of light. “Oh well,
go on,” said the man.

The angel broke its back, and flung it on the ground, and
1t turned into a mighty stallion on which the man could get up
and ride and gallop away.”

When you withstand temptation and testing, God makes
a real person out of you, and the results begin to be those
things that guide you on. You can become one of God’s great
servants.

p. 67

When we say no, when we take our stand and we hold on,
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God’s going to break the red lizard! And He’s going to give us a
steed to mount, to ride on in impossible circumstances to
victory for Him.

That’s what Paul meant in Philippians 4:13 when he said:

Philippians 4:13

I am ready for anything through the strength of the One who
indwells me.

Gail MacDonald tells the story about Ella Tweeten. She is the
mother of Margaret Jensen. She says:

(Keep Climbing by Gail MacDonald)

Momma, as she was known, instinctively understood this
business of setting moods, being sensitive, and serving
sacrificially. Because I have experienced all of these graces
through the lives of both Margaret and her daughter Jan
Carlberg, I have carefully noted her life.

A few days before Ella died, Margaret Jensen recalls that
Momma lay in [her] bed reminiscing over her long life. She
spoke of all the years she had given to the “making” of her
husband and [her] seven children, what it had meant to her,
and what she perceived it had cost her. But she wanted her
daughter Margaret to know that every moment had been
worth it. [There were] No regrets.

[And this is what she says—I love this.]
“I realize now that all the while I was ‘making’ all of you,
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Jesus was making me,” she told Margaret.

On the day [that] Momma died, she gave Margaret her
offering envelope for [the] church. Being a person of routine,
she had already stuffed it with her weekly gift, days before
worship. Hers was a one-day-at-a-time climb through life. It
was not focused on preoccupation with self, but a generosity
that was independent of what those around her thought or
how they lived.

p. 74

That’s the picture. “Hold fast” until the end.

v. 26 And he who is gaining the victory, and he who is
keeping My works until the end, I will give to him
authority over the nations;

“And he who 1s gaining the victory, and he who i1s keeping My

works until the end, I will give to him authority over the

nations;”

What does He mean by that? We are going to rule and reign
with Christ.

Now the little word “I will give” is going to occur FOUR
TIMES here in the passage.

First back in:
1. verse 26—“I will give to him authority over the nations.”
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And then in:
2. verse 28—“I will give to him the morning star.”

So what are we supposed to do? We're going to take this

authority and we’re going to rule and we're going to reign with
Him.

Now if we want the other, “I will give”:
1. back in verse 21—“I gave her time.”

2. verse 23—"“I will give to each one in accordance with his

deeds.”

3. verse 26—°I will give to him authority over the nations.”
4. verse 28—“I will give him the morning star.”

v. 27 and He shall shepherd them with an iron scepter,
as the vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as i

also have received (authority) from the presence of
My Father;

“He shall shepherd them with an iron scepter, as the vessels
of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received
(authority) from the presence of My Father;”

“He will shepherd them with an iron scepter’—what does that
mean?
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In Psalm 2:9 He’s going to rule with an iron scepter. He is not
going to tolerate any rebellion or disobedience similar to that
which 1s in Thyatira.

When the Lord makes the vessel again as another vessel that
seems good to Him to make. He can take the pieces of our lives
that are smashed and shattered and remake them as the
Master Potter, into that which 1s beautiful.

And our last statement 1s:

v. 28 and I will give him the morning star.

“I will give him the morning star.”

Who’s the “morning star”? That’s the Lord Jesus.

He is the bright and morning star.

Numbers 24:17

I see a star, that will come out of Jacob...
He 1s that “star.”
Second Peter 1:19 says:

2 Peter 1:19
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And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which
you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your
hearts.

Jesus Christ 1s the One who 1s the GIFT to those who
overcome.

v. 29 He who is having ears, let him hear what the
Spirit is saying to the churches.’

“He who 1s having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying
to the churches.”

He was our MANNA—our BREAD.

He was our WHITE STONE—our FREEDOM.
He’s our NAME—our FUTURE.

And He’s our MORNING STAR.

Now what are the lessons we got out of it?

Lesson #1: The Lord Jesus Christ i1s presented as the judge
who has “eyes like a flame of fire and feet like brass.”

Lesson #2: He 1s fully aware of our works, love, faith, service,
endurance, and the progress we are making in our spiritual
lives.
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Lesson #3: The Lord provides time for before judgment.
Lesson #4: Resistance to repentance leads to judgment.

Lesson #5: Jesus searches the minds and hearts of everyone
and gives in accordance with the deeds.

Lesson #6: The responsibility of the believer in a wayward
soclety 1s to hold fast to the divine absolutes.

Lesson #7: We can look forward to ruling and reigning with
Christ in His kingdom.

Lesson #8: With the apostle Paul we can say: “Thanks be to
God for His indescribable gift! (1 Corinthians 9:15) because we

are given the most precious gift of all, the morning star, even
Jesus Christ Himself.”

(On the Anvil by Max Lucado)

How 1n the world can a person be born, be educated, fall in or
out of love, have a job, be married, give birth, raise kids, see
death, cry, scream, giggle, drink, eat, smoke, climb up or down
the ladder, retire, and die without ever, ever asking why?
Never asking, “Why am I here?” Or, worse yet, asking why
and being content with no answer. History is jam-packed with

lives that died with no purpose.
p. 42
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In Christ it does not have to be that way.

Father, we come to You and thank You for this letter because
it helps us really understand how You feel about things that
we have a tendency to tolerate and condone. Forgive us for our
weakness of the flesh. Forgive us for the times that we’ve
yielded in giving in. God teach us how, through those suffering
experiences, to learn to be stronger than ever for the
remainder of the journey. Give us each a holy determination
to be men and women of God, climbing upward every day,
gaining new heights—looking forward with great anticipation
when ultimately we reach the goal to be made like Jesus
Christ. For it’s in the Savior’s name we pray. Amen.
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A Practical Study of REVELATION:
Bible Prophecy
“What to Expect in the Days Ahead”

Study Number Five — Letter to the Church at Thyatira -
Revelation 2:18-29 NOTES

v. 18 “And to the messenger of the church in Thyatira write: “The
Son of God, who is having eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet are
like burnished brass, is saying these things:

v. 19 I am knowing your works and your love and faith and service
and your perseverance (steadfast endurance), and that your last
deeds are greater than at first.

v. 20 But I am having this against you, that you are tolerating the
woman Jezebel, who is calling herself a prophetess, and she is
teaching and seducing My bondservants to commit acts of
immorality and to eat things sacrificed to idols.

v. 21 And I gave her time in order that she might have a change of
mind; and she is not willing to change her mind about her
immorality.

v. 22 Behold, I am throwing her into a bed, and those who are
committing adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they
repent of her deeds.

v. 23 Also her children I will kill with death; and all the churches
shall come to know that I am He who is searching minds and
hearts; and I will give to each one of you in accordance with your
deeds.

v. 24 But I am saying to the rest of you, who are in Thyatira, who
are not holding this teaching, who have not known the deep things
of Satan, as they are saying; I am not placing another burden upon
you.

v. 25 Nevertheless what you are having, hold fast until I come.

v. 26 And he who is gaining the victory, and he who is keeping My
works until the end, I will give to him authority over the nations;
v. 27 and He shall shepherd them with an iron scepter, as the
vessels of the potter are broken to pieces, as I also have received
(authority) from the presence of My Father;
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NOTES

v. 28 and I will give him the morning star.
v. 29 He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying
to the churches.’

QUESTIONS:

1. Read Revelation 2:18-29 and in your own words pull out the
main thought of this passage.

2. How 1s the Lord Jesus described in verse 18?

3. How does the Lord describe the church at Thyatira,
according to verse 19?

4. Describe the teachings of Jezebel and her judgment,
according to verses 20-23.
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5. How 1s the Lord treating the rest of the folks in Thyatira,
according to verse 247

6. What are they challenged to do in verse 25?

7. To whom 1s authority given in verse 267

8. Where did the Lord Jesus get this authority, according to
verse 277

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you?
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study?

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE:

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular
study?

LESSON #1: The Lord Jesus Christ is presented as the judge
who has “eyes like a flame of fire and feet of brass.”

LESSON #2: He 1s fully aware of our works, our love, our
faith, our service, our endurance, and the progress we are
making in our spiritual lives.

LESSON #3: The Lord provides time for repentance and
response to His invitation before judgment.

LESSON #4: Resistance to repentance leads to judgment.

LESSON #5: Jesus searches the minds and hearts of everyone
and gives in accordance with the deeds.

LESSON #6: The responsibility of the believer in a wayward
society 1s to hold fast to the divine absolutes.
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LESSON #7: We can look forward to ruling and reigning with
Christ in His kingdom.

LESSON #8: With the apostle Paul we can say: “Thanks be to
God for His indescribable gift! (1 Corinthians 9:15)
because we are given the most precious gift of all, the
morning star, even Jesus Christ Himself.”
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