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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number Six – The Letter to the Church in Sardis 

– Revelation 3:1-6

C. S. Lewis uses a metaphor that is very interesting for us to

begin with:

(The Key to Lasting Joy by T. W. Wilson) 

Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to 

rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you can understand 

what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and 

stopping the leaks in the roof and so on: you knew that 

those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But 

presently He starts knocking the house about in a way 

that hurts abominably and does not seem to make sense. 

What on earth is He up to? The explanation is that He is 

building quite a different house from the one you thought 

of—throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra 

floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You 

thought you were going to be made into a decent little 

cottage: but He is building a palace. [Because] He intends 

to come and live in it Himself. 

pp. 1034 
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And a lot of times the frustrations and the circumstances we 

face in life is because we’re trying to be content with the little 

place we have and the little thing we have to do, and God has 

greater plans for us than simply that. So we learn to trust 

Him, knowing that He’ll never make a mistake. 

 

We have looked together at a vision of Christ in chapter 1. 

And then we’ve been dealing with the letters to the seven 

churches. And we now come to the fifth of the seven letters. 

We’re now going to Sardis. 

 

We’ve been to: 

 

EPHESUS—where they left their first love. 

 

SMYRNA—where they suffered. 

 

PERGAMOS—where they compromised. 

 

THYATIRA—where they tolerated. 

 

And now we come to SARDIS. 

 

If we took these letters, historically, like a lot of students of 

prophecy do: 

 

The APOSTOLIC CHURCH is pictured in EPHESUS. 

 

The time of MARTYRDOM is pictured in the suffering 
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church—SMYRNA.  

 

PERGAMOS is when the CHURCH AND THE STATE come 

together under Constantine. 

 

And then THYATIRA would be the MIDDLE AGES. 

 

Then this church we’re about to look at would be the 

REFORMATION church—from 1500 to 1700—and the 

message is quite strong as we’re going to see.  

 

There are only six verses so it’s going to be easy to get a 

handle on it.  

 

The word SARDIS means “rest” or “remnant.” It doesn’t mean 

“rest” in the sense that we’re taking a nap. It means rest in 

what’s left, or remnant—that which remains. 

 

Sardis is about 30 miles south of Thyatira—remember we’re 

making the big arch. We went north from Ephesus, up to 

Smyrna. From Smyrna to Pergamos and then we went about 

35 miles south and east over to Thyatira. Now we’re dropping 

south about 30 miles to the city of Sardis.  

 

It’s the capital of Lydia. It is a mountain fortress. It is a city 

that they felt was impregnable. In fact, they didn’t feel like 

they even had to militarily protect it, because nobody could get 

there. But of course, Cyrus fooled them all and found a secret 

way into the city and overtook it. And then it was taken on 

another occasion. 
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It is a very wealthy city. It is a city that has a river flowing 

right through it. And besides that, it was famous for its carpet 

and its clothing. It was the place where money began, jewelry 

and also dye—the dye that colors cloth, similar to what we 

had in Thyatira 30 miles up the road. 

 

So these basically are the industries that are part of the 

wealth of this city. Now the people in the city are just like us 

in current times.  

 

Listen to this. This is Heroditus, a Greek historian, describing 

the people in Sardis: 

 

They were described by the historian Heroditus as being 

effeminate, guitar-strumming tenderfeet, who indulged 

themselves while tending their prosperous shops. The pagans 

themselves spoke contemptuously of Sardinians because of the 

looseness of the morals and of their women and the pretty-boy 

deportment of their men. It was a wealthy, but a very 

depraved [city]. 

(source unknown) 

 

That’s the picture of Sardis. 

 

Now there was a church here in Sardis. They have excavated 

it, archeologically, and found a church next to the temple 

remains. So there is a church and it is to this church that the 

Lord now addresses this fifth of the seven letters. 
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Let’s get into it right away. What’s missing? The Lord doesn’t 

have anything nice to say about this church. In all the rest of 

them, He has some commendation that He starts with, but He 

just starts in and really gets the message unloaded practically 

before we get out of the shoot here in verse 1. 

 

v. 1 “And to the messenger of the church in Sardis 

write: ‘He who is having the seven Spirits of God 

and the seven stars, is saying these things: I am 

knowing your deeds, that you are having a name 

that you are alive, and you are dead. 

 

‘“And to the messenger of the church in Sardis write: “He who 

is having the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, is 

saying these things:” 

 

Now in each of the letters so far, we’ve had Christ introduced 

by two things that come out of chapter 1. And these two things 

that are here now in this first phrase, to introduce Him to us, 

are: 

 

1. “the seven Spirits of God” and 

 

2. “the seven stars.” 

 

Where did those two things come from? 

 

In chapter 1 it says from His throne: 

 

Revelation 1:4 
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… the seven Spirits who are before His throne; 

 

That referred to the seven-fold ministry of the Holy Spirit. So 

it’s a representation of the Holy Spirit. And Isaiah 11:2 

describes this seven-fold ministry of the Spirit of God. 

 

So the first thing we have an indication of is the “Spirit of 

God” is involved in this letter.  

 

Now the second thing is the “seven stars.” Now in the original 

vision of chapter 1 Christ is holding these seven stars in His 

right hand.  

 

And in Revelation 1:20 it says those “seven stars” represent 

the seven leaders or the “messengers of the seven churches.” 

 

So what do we get out of that? When we ask somebody, “Do 

you wear the pants in your family?” they might say, “Oh sure. 

I’ve got my wife in the palm of my hand.” 

 

Well what do they mean by that? That means they control her. 

She’s under their authority and they’re running the 

household. Now some guys brag like that and it’s usually the 

other way around, but that’s just sometimes the way it is. 

 

When He has the “seven stars” in His hand, that means He 

has the whole church in His hand. It’s under His authority. He 

is the head of the church.  
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And so the two things that come out of that introduction, as 

briefly as possible are: 

 

Christ, through the Spirit, is full of wisdom and He is in 

complete control of the leadership of the church. 

 

So we have the presence of the Holy Spirit, and the authority 

of Christ that are pictured in these two things. And we have to 

have that because of what He is getting ready to say in the 

very next phrase. 

 

Now He does not have any commendation for this church like 

He has for the others. But He starts right in—doesn’t waste 

any time—and He says this: 

 

“I am knowing your deeds, that you are having a name that 

you are alive, and you are dead.” 

 

Now, every one of the letters so far has started—remember 

we’re going to let the Lord speak. From every time He starts 

with, “I am knowing,” that’s the beginning of the message 

from the Lord. So we’re dealing now with the Lord personally 

to us as individuals. 

 

The only reason we’re really studying these letters is to get 

ready for the final exam because He’s the One we’re going to 

meet first. And every one of the letters has started exactly the 

same way—with the words “I am knowing.” 

 

That means, don’t try to fog the issue. Don’t try to blow 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



8 

 

smoke. Don’t try to be a hypocrite. Come on—be vulnerable, 

be honest, be transparent—because we’re not fooling Him. He 

has our computer printout on His desk. “I know the very hairs 

of your head. I know the years of your life. I know exactly 

where you live. I know who you’re married to. I know how 

many children you have. I know everything about you. In fact, 

I know what you’re thinking about right now.” 

 

He says, “I am knowing.” 

 

Every one of the letters starts that way.  

 

Then He says this: 

 

“I am knowing your deeds”—or works. 

 

That is the very same word that occurred in our last study and 

also to the church at Ephesus.  

 

And so now, to Ephesus, He says: “I am knowing your works.” 

 

To Smyrna He says: “I am knowing your tribulation.” 

 

To Pergamos He says: “I am knowing where you’re dwelling.” 

 

To Thyatira: “I am knowing your works (or your deeds).” 

 

Now He says it again: “I am knowing your deeds (or your 

works).” 
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And then He says this: 

 

“that you are having a name that you are alive, and you are 

dead.” 

 

Now what does that tell us? That tells us that it could be very 

possible that we are living with some false suppositions. We 

could be thinking that we really have it together. We could be 

thinking that really everything is great between us and God. 

And the Lord says, “Hey listen. You haven’t heard from Me.” 

 

“You have a name around and a reputation that you are alive, 

but I want to tell you, that’s not the way I feel.” 

 

When it comes to spiritual things, it’s awfully easy to 

exaggerate. And remember this, reputation is not always 

reliable. And it’s really easy to exaggerate and to overstate the 

case. And Christians are the greatest on this.  

 

“how many were at the meeting?” 

 

“Oh, so many I couldn’t count!” 

 

“How many decisions were made?” 

 

“Oh, you wouldn’t believe the hundreds!” 

 

“Evangelistically speaking” is the term we use. That’s to give 

us the privilege of lying in the Christian community as we 

exaggerate.  
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There’s a great little story in Nelson Price’s book about little 

Max. He was kind of given to exaggeration and he came 

blowing in the house, five years of age, and he’s screaming: 

 

(New Age, the Occult, and Lion Country by Nelson Price) 

 

“There is a lion in our yard! Help.” 

 His understanding dad caught him and said, “Son, you 

know there is no lion in our yard.” 

 “Yes, there is a big lion on our sidewalk,” … 

 To reassure Max and teach him a lesson about lying, Dad 

walked him out into the yard. There they found what Max 

reported to be a lion—Lady, the [next door] neighbor’s new 

collie [dog]. 

 Back in the house, Dad insisted Max go to his room and 

pray about lying, until … God had forgiven him. A short time 

later Max came downstairs. 

 “Did you ask God to forgive you?” Dad asked. 

 Happily Max replied that he had. 

 “What did God say [to you]?” 

 With a big smile [on his face], Max responded, “God said 

the first time He saw that dog, He thought it was a lion, too.” 

pp. 45-46  

 

He does understand, doesn’t he? 

 

“Man looks on the outward appearance, God looks on the 

heart.” (ref. 1 Samuel 16:7) 
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And our evaluation of things is not correct many times and we 

must have God’s orientation. And that’s the value of a verse 

like this. For Him to say, “Hey look, everybody says you’re 

alive but they can only look on the outward appearance. I can 

look inside and I’m going to tell you something, you’re dead.” 

 

Now what does this church have going for it? We’re going to 

look at this with homiletics. 

 

It has: 

 

PREACHING, PARTIES, PROGRAMS, PANCAKES. 

 

WEDDINGS, WORSHIP, WORK. 

 

SOCIALS, SINGING and SPORTING EVENTS. 

 

COMMITTEES and CAMPAIGNS and CATECHISMS. 

 

FUN, FOOD and FELLOWSHIP. 

 

We’ve got it all!  

 

But from the Lord’s point of view, “you are dead.” 

 

We equate those things as being the dynamic and the Lord 

says nothing from the flesh is worth anything. It’s just a fair 

show! There’s no life in them—they “are dead.” 

 

That’s a sharp condemnation. And we ask ourselves the 
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question: How can a real live-wire organization with a great 

preacher and choirs and children’s programs and 

organizations and all of that be dead? 

 

Then what is it that makes a church alive? We came up with 

THREE Ps. A church is alive: 

 

1. When there is the PREACHING of the Word of God. 

 

2. And when there is a focus on PRAYER. 

 

3. And there is the POWER of the Spirit convicting hearts 

every time we get together. 

 

PREACHING of the Word, PRAYER is a vital part and the 

POWER of the Spirit is convicting hearts. 

 

J. Vernon McGee says: 

 

 Imposing programs, elaborate rituals, and multiplication 

of organizations have been substitutes for the word of God and 

real spiritual life. There is:  

 

activity [without] action  

 

motion without movement  

 

promotion without progress  

 

program without power.  
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Although the outward form remains, the living creature has 

vacated the shell. A busy, hurried, and exhausted church, 

leaving the main business undone, is a sorry substitute and 

cheap counterfeit for a church going forth in the fullness of the 

Spirit. Protestantism is dead, but instead of a funeral we are 

having a picnic. 

(source unknown) 

 

Why do we get together? Why is a church a church?  

 

It’s so that we can evangelize as a body. So we can edify, so we 

can equip, so we can exhort one another. These are the things 

that are the characteristics of a living church. 

 

Now the Lord is famous for solving the problem. And when He 

makes a charge as strong as this one is, He immediately gives 

us a solution. Because of His authority and His evaluation of 

the situation He issues FIVE COMMANDS in verses 2 and 3, 

one right after another. It’s going to be really easy for us to see 

them here. 

 

This is how we solve the problem of deadness: 

 

v. 2 Be becoming wide awake (wake up) and strengthen 

the things that are remaining, which were about to 

die; for I have found no deeds of yours that have 

been brought to completeness in the sight of My 

God.  
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First of all: 

 

1. “Be becoming wide awake (or wake up)” 

 

2. “and strengthen the things that are remaining, which 

were about to die;” 

 

“for I have found no deeds of yours that have been brought to 

completeness in the sight of My God.” 

 

First of all He says “wake up.”  

 

Heard about the speaker that had a nightmare that he was 

speaking and he woke up and sure enough he was. Well it’s in 

the realm of possibilities.  

 

Romans 13:11, 12 

 

It is time for you to wake from sleep; for now salvation is 

nearer to us than when we believed. The night is almost gone, 

and the day is at hand…. 

 

Suppose He had a reference here to the fact that they hadn’t 

guarded their city a couple of times and got overrun? It could 

be very well that He’s using this as a challenge to them to 

wake up and get their act together. 

 

Secondly: 

 

2. “strengthen the things that are remaining, which were 
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about to die;” 

 

Now when we read the commentaries on a lot of these things, 

they’re trying to define the things that are “about to die.” Now 

if we define the things today that are “about to die,” what are 

we going to say? 

 

Well, the inspirational authority of the scriptures, the deity of 

Christ, the virgin birth of Christ, the literally bodily 

Resurrection, the Second Coming of Christ—all of these things 

are up for grabs. And people are saying those things aren’t 

true anymore. 

 

And the old codger who always requests to sing “Jesus Saves” 

or “Love Lifted Me” or “Blessed Assurance” or “Trust and 

Obey” or “There’s Power in the Blood” and nobody knows it, 

he’s only going back to the heritage and the history of the 

church. 

 

In our day a lot of those things are dying. When the Lord uses 

the word “things” as those things which are dying, He’s 

referring to the things that He has commended in the other 

churches. 

 

The things He has commended in the other churches are the 

things that blesses His heart. And so going back through all 

the other letters we have a list of the things that He really 

likes. And that’s obviously the things that are dying. That’s a 

fair supposition. For instance: 
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1. their WORKS, 

 

2. their TOIL, 

 

3. their ENDURANCE—they’re hanging in there, 

 

4. their CONVICTIONS, 

 

5. their SEPARATION, 

 

6. the fact that they’ve NOT GROWN WEARY—they’ve 

gotten tired, 

 

7. their LOVE—it’s evidently grown cold, 

 

8. they’re HOLDING FAST TO HIS NAME, 

 

9. their WITNESS, 

 

10. their FAITHFULNESS, 

 

11. their SERVICE, 

 

12. their PROGRESS, 

 

13. their SPIRITUAL GROWTH. 

 

All those things are the things that He’s saying “strengthen 

[those] things” because they are “about to die.” 
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Now how have they gotten into this emaciated condition? Well 

by the fact that there is no Bread of Life, and there’s no Water 

of the Word. They’re not finding their joy in studying the 

scriptures and in encountering the living Christ. And as a 

result of that, they’ve become emaciated spiritually. 

 

We don’t focus on that today. Much of our preaching is totally 

contrary to the discipline of being in the Word of God to grow 

and to find our sustenance and our joy in the Person of Christ. 

 

Phillip Keller in Predators in Our Pulpits speaks to this issue 

when he says: 

 

(Predators in Our Pulpits by Phillip W. Keller) 

 

 Again here, many contemporary Christian leaders are 

actually deceiving their followers. They are openly and 

without shame advocating the use of faith as a means of 

personal gain and self-advancement. It is a false emphasis 

which appeals dramatically to the inherent ego and perverse 

pride of unregenerate man. No wonder their churches are 

crammed with crowds! Little marvel their media outreach 

attracts the multitudes! It is no surprise that they can claim 

to be reaching the whole world with such great good news. 

Who wouldn’t want to hear that it was his legitimate right to 

demand health and wealth as well as leisure and pleasure 

from God and to expect immediate delivery of [the] same? 

p. 41) 

 

And then another writer says this: 
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(Satan’s Evangelistic Strategy for This New Age by Erwin W. 

Lutzer and John F. DeVries) 

 

Moses would have to be that person who chose not rather to 

“suffer affliction with the people of God” but to enjoy “wealth, 

success, and popularity with the people of God” if he were 

living in the twentieth century. 

p. 122 (paraphrased) 

 

He chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, 

rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. And so the 

picture is drastically different in what is being preached. 

 

Now look at that last phrase. This just jumps off the page at 

us. 

 

“for I have found no deeds of yours that have been brought to 

completeness in the sight of My God.” 

 

What’s He saying? He’s saying, “You know Sardis, I haven’t 

found you to start anything and finish it. I haven’t seen you 

decide you’re going to do something and follow it through.” 

 

Now how many of us would last two days in our business if we 

started on a project and we never finished any of them? The 

boss pretty soon is going to say, “Hey man, you either finish it 

or get out.” We do a job in a package. We finish the task and 

we get on with it. They’re not doing it! 
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We minister this whole business of lack of discipline, find 

something that’s going to make us happy and satisfied and go 

there rather than ever staying with something. 

 

Now why is it that so many people have so many relics in 

their lives of things they started out and they’ve never 

brought through to completion? A couple of reasons: 

 

1. Maybe GUILT over the past. Maybe some MISTAKES. 

 

Maybe they realize they’ve made some mistakes and they’re 

still believing the lie that because of those mistakes, they can 

never be accepted by God and so they don’t want to finish 

anything. Or they have a real guilt over something in the past 

and they can’t be freed up from that in order to be effective for 

God today.  

 

2. And another one is BOTCHED UP PRIORITIES. 

 

They’ve let the world, the flesh and the devil get the upper 

hand. And so as a result, the Lord has to say, “Hey there’s 

nothing that you’ve done that you’ve finished.” 

 

Ralph Waldo Emerson got a letter from his daughter that she 

had really made a mistake and she was feeling terrible about 

it. Know what he wrote to her? Listen: 

 

(Making Things Right When Things Go Wrong by Dr. Paul 

Faulkner)  
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Finish every day and be done with it. You have done what 

you could. Some blunders and absurdities no doubt crept 

in; but get rid of them and forget them as soon as you can. 

Tomorrow is a new day, and you should never encumber 

its potentialities and invitations with the dread of the 

past. You should not waste a moment of today on the 

rottenness of yesterday. 

p. 92  

 

And it was Vivien Larrimore in her poem “Keys” that says the 

same thing: 

 

(Making Things Right When Things Go Wrong by Dr. Paul 

Faulkner)  

 

I’ve shut the door on yesterday 

Its sorrow and mistakes: 

And now I throw the key away to seek another room 

And furnish it with hope and smiles 

And every springtime bloom. 

I’ve shut the door on yesterday 

And thrown the key away. 

Tomorrow holds no fears for me, 

Since I have found today. 

p. 93  

 

Paul’s message is exactly the same in Philippians 3. Forget 

those things which are behind because: 

 

(Making Things Right When Things Go Wrong by Dr. Paul 
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Faulkner)  

 

“…yesterday’s mistakes paralyze today’s efforts and hinder 

tomorrow’s achievements. Stop living in the past!” 

p. 96  

 

Wasn’t it Winston Churchill who said: 

 

“When the past quarrels with the present, there can be no 

future.” 

(source unknown) 

 

We can’t go on and finish something when we’re still hounded 

and bogged down, living in guilt.  

 

Someone said: 

 

(From Here to Retirement: Planning Now for the Rest of Your 

Life by Paul Freemont Brown) 

 

… “Stupidity won’t kill you, but it can sure make you sweat.” 

p. 67  

 

We have those things that happen in our lives. But He says: 

 

“I have found no deeds of yours that have been brought to 

completeness in the sight of My God.” 

 

There’s a fabulous passage in 2 Corinthians 8. The Living 

Bible says it well. What Paul’s telling them is: “Y’all promised 
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me that you were going to help with the offering for the poor 

saints in Jerusalem.” And listen to his letter: 

 

2 Corinthians 8:10, 11 

 

I want to suggest that you finish what you started to do a year 

ago; for you were not only the first to propose this idea, but 

the first to begin doing something about it. Having started the 

ball rolling so enthusiastically, you should carry this project 

through to completion just as gladly, giving whatever you can 

out of whatever you have. Let your enthusiastic idea at the 

start be equaled with your realistic action at the time. 

 

What are we saying? We’re saying God delights in finishers. 

God delights in people who can be entrusted with a vision and 

a project and go on and finish. 

 

Galatians 5:7 

 

You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the 

truth? 

 

What a verse! God wants us, not only to be starters, but to be 

steadfast in our finishing. 

 

Many of us have piles of broken promises. We’ve told God we 

were going to do this and we were going to do that and we 

haven’t done it and we feel bad.  

 

There are charcoaled commitments that once flamed with 
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fervor and fire. There are forgotten things that we threw in 

the fire, telling the Lord that we were going to go to the 

foreign field, and we haven’t done any of that. We haven’t 

followed through and so we feel a horrendous sense of guilt 

right now and we can’t believe this passage is in the Bible. 

 

We really need to get freed up on that. We need to deal with 

those issues before the Lord and not bury that stuff and stuff 

it down and find a contentment with being complacent and 

compromising with the Lord. He’s graciously waiting to get 

His arms around us and to draw us to Himself and to go on 

and finish what’s left instead of constantly looking back at all 

these other things. 

 

Jesus is in the Garden of Gethsemane and He tells the Father: 

 

John 17:4 

 

…I have finished the work You called Me to do. 

 

What is the word He cries on the Cross? The sixth word? 

“Tetelestai! It is finished!” That’s the cry of the Olympic 

runner who has just run the race and broke the tape. 

 

What is it in Hebrews 12?  

 

Hebrews 12:1, 2 

 

...looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith… 
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In 2 Timothy 4 Paul says: 

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 

 

…I have fought a good fight, I [WHAT?] finished the course, I 

kept the faith;… 

 

So how do we do that? How do we go about picking up the 

pieces and finishing so the Lord doesn’t say of us, “I haven’t 

found anything in your life that you really have carried all the 

way through and finished.” 

 

Now we’re not going to like this word, but here it is: 

 

DISCIPLINE. 

 

This is T. W. Wilson’s little statement about what’s going to 

solve it: 

 

(The Key to Lasting Joy by T. W. Wilson) 

 

That’s not a popular word because it conjures up images of 

hard work over a long period of time. Yet that is exactly what 

we need to live a life of holiness. Temptation comes to us time 

after time every day, and only discipline in the five areas 

we’ve discussed—yielding to the Holy Spirit; Bible reading, 

memorization, and meditation; prayer; fellowship; and 

purposing in our hearts to run from temptation—will let us 

face it victoriously. Satan and this sin-filled world will not let 

up in their attempts to drag us down, and so we cannot let up 
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in our efforts to resist. 

p. 92  

 

Why is it that we can be so consumed as an individual in 

material things, in our work and be a success and yet down 

here at the bottom somewhere is the spiritual thing and we 

kind of turn it off and turn it on. It’s kind of a file-card 

mentality. Our religion is between running and real estate in 

our card file. It’s down there somewhere, but it is not a vital, 

dynamic relationship that is consuming us and one in which 

we must spend time. 

 

Listen, if this is really scratching us where we itch, we need to 

read God Wants a Relationship, Not a Performance because 

that’s the whole focus of tracing the scripture, recognizing 

what God really wants from us in this. And that we carry 

through to completion. 

 

v. 3 Be remembering, therefore, in what way you have 

received and heard; and be guarding it, and have a 

change of mind. If, therefore, you do not wake up, I 

will come like a thief, and you will not know at 

what hour I will come upon you.  

 

“Be remembering, therefore, in what way you have received 

and heard; be guarding it, have a change of mind. If, 

therefore, you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you 

will not know at what hour I will come upon you.” 

 

Okay, what are the first two commands that solve the problem 
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of deadness in verse 2? 

 

1. “wake up” and 

 

2. “strengthen the things that are…about to die.” 

 

Those are the first two. Now here comes the third one: 

 

3. “Be remembering, therefore, in what way you have 

received and heard.” 

 

The little word “remembering.” 

 

Now “remembering” is critical because “remembering” and 

recalling promises can help us rightly relate to circumstances 

that are happening. That’s why we hide the Word of God in 

our heart, so we can relate to what’s going on around us. We 

have that fortress of verses in our heart that help us relate 

and minister right on the spot. 

 

Jesus said, “This do in remembrance of Me,” as He gave the 

bread and the cup. 

 

Now what’s He saying to them? He’s saying to them, go back 

and remember what “you have received and heard.” 

 

Okay, what have we “received”?  

 

John 1:12 
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But as many as received Him, Jesus Christ, to them He gave 

the right and the authority to become the sons of God. 

 

As we go back right now in our mind, can we go back to a time 

that we experienced conversion? Can we in our mind go back 

to that place where we invited Jesus Christ into our heart and 

life? 

 

See if we can’t, we have a problem. And everything that we’re 

doing now is a bunch of sound and fury signifying nothing. 

Because we have to go back to that once in a while, and the 

Lord puts His finger on it. That’s the place where we received 

and we heard and we responded. 

 

That doesn’t mean all our years are wonderful and 

everything’s gone great—No. Strewn with days of having to 

forget the past and get on with the future—we all have those 

things. But the secret is there was a relationship. And we can 

fulfill the admonition here by recalling that and remembering 

how we had received Jesus Christ. 

 

Erma Bombeck wrote a new book called Family: The Ties that 

Bind…and Gag!. And she talks about wondering what in the 

world her kids are going to remember when they get out of the 

house. It is classic. She talks about the child—she says: 

 

(Family: The Ties That Bind . . . And Gag! by Erma Bombeck) 

 

 The child with whom you labored sixteen hours before he 

decided to enter the world, who buys a $50 cashmere sweater 
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for an airhead [that] he has known two weeks and who gives 

you a meat thermometer for Mother’s Day. What is the force 

that keeps them returning? Is it because even if they reject, 

ignore, or neglect their family, they’re still loved? Even when 

they give nothing of themselves, they’re still welcome? If 

they’ve lied, been insensitive, or screwed up, they’re still 

forgiven? Is it because their place in the family is always there 

for them and no one else has a right to it? 

 I sat there wondering what kind of a book our family 

would write in the year 2038. Would they remember a mother 

who took knots out of shoestrings with her teeth that they had 

wet on all day long? Or would they only remember the day she 

acted like a crazy lady out of control when they ate a hole in 

the gelatin mold she was saving for her Amway party? 

p. 197  

 

The Lord says, “Can you remember it? Do you remember 

joining My family? Do you know that for an assurance 

tonight? To know what has really happened in your life?” 

 

4. GUARD IT—“be guarding it”—protect that sacred trust. 

 

2 Timothy 1:12-14 

 

For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not 

ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced 

that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him unto 

that day…. 

 

And the fifth and final command is: 
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5. “have a change of mind” or REPENT. 

 

Now take those five together: 

 

1. “wake up,” 

 

2. “strengthen the things that are remaining,” 

 

3. “be remembering, therefore, what you have received and 

heard,’ 

 

4. “be guarding it,” and 

 

5. “have a change of mind”—repent. 

 

WARNING: Remember what He did with Jezebel? He gave 

her time. 

 

Now He’s saying this—WARNING—Big red lights: 

 

“If, therefore, you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and 

you will not know at what hour I will come upon you.” 

 

Now some people who are students of prophecy confuse this. 

Why? This looks like all the warnings with regard to the 

Second Coming, doesn’t it?  

 

Like He says, “I will come like a thief in the night.” And so 

they’re thinking He’s prophesying the coming of Christ here. 
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No, this is a church and He’s saying to them: 

 

“If you don’t get your act together, if you don’t come alive and 

do these things, I’m telling you, I’m going to come and wail on 

your tail. I’m going to deal with you because I’m not going to 

allow this to continue to go on.” 

 

God always has a progressive program in dealing with His 

children, and each phase of it gets more severe. He starts with 

CIRCUMSTANCES and then Hebrews 12 it turns to 

CHASTENING. And it can even go so far as PHYSICAL 

DEATH. That is the “sin unto death” in the scripture, where 

He calls us on home—1 Corinthians 11—It is a serious phase 

of the whole thing. 

 

He says, “If you don’t wake up, I’m going to come like a thief, 

and you will not know at what hour I am going to be coming 

upon you.”  

 

So what must a heart be? It ought to be:  

 

Psalm 139:23, 24 

 

Search me O God and know my heart, 

Try me and know my thoughts. 

See if there be any wicked way, 

and make me right. 

 

Zinzendorf’s “Prayer for Purity” is a beautiful piece: 
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(The Christian Book of Mystical Verse by A. W. Tozer) 

 

O Thou, to whose all-searching sight 

The darkness shineth as the light, 

Search, prove my heart; it pants for Thee; 

O burst these bonds, and set it free! 

 

Wash out its stains, refine its dross, 

Nail my affections to the Cross; 

Hallow each thought; let all within 

Be clean, as Thou, my Lord, art clean! 

 

If in this darksome wild I stray, 

Be Thou my Light, be Thou my Way; 

No foes, no violence I fear, 

No fraud, while Thou, my God, art near. 

 

When rising floods my soul o’erflow, 

When sinks my heart in waves of woe, 

Jesus, Thy timely aid impart, 

And raise my head, and cheer my heart. 

 

Saviour, where ‘er Thy steps I see, 

Dauntless, untired, I follow Thee; 

O let Thy hand support me still, 

And lead me to Thy holy hill! 

 

If rough and thorny be the way, 

My strength proportion to my day; 

Till toil, and grief, and pain shall cease, 
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Where all is calm, and joy, and peace. 

 

   —Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760 

   Tr. John Wesley, 1703-1791 

pp. 46-47  

 

What He’s saying is, we don’t know when it’s going to happen. 

And listen, don’t be a victim of unbelief in thinking it isn’t 

going to happen. Because God has perfect control and 

everything is available to Him to accomplish His purposes. 

 

Now when we get to verse 4 there’s a TRANSITION. 

 

v. 4 But you are having a few names in Sardis who have 

not soiled their garments; and they shall walk with 

Me in white; because they are worthy.  

 

“But”—there’s still a few people in Sardis that have it 

together—“you are having a few names in Sardis who have 

not soiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me in 

white; because they are worthy.” 

 

Back in Matthew 7 in the Sermon on the Mount He says: 

 

Matthew 7:13, 14 

 

… many go into the broad way which leads to destruction, but 

few find the narrow way…. 

 

It’s always the few it seems as opposed to the many that put it 
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on automatic pilot and head toward destruction. The few turn 

off at the right exit and find the narrow way which leads to 

life. 

 

“you are having a few names in Sardis”—it’s not the majority. 

But there are a few there who are faithful, who are walking 

with Me and they “have not soiled their garments.”  

 

What does that mean? They haven’t compromised with the 

world around them. They haven’t indulged in things that 

create filth. 

 

David prayed: 

 

Psalm 51:10 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

 and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Paul said: 

 

2 Corinthians 7:1 

 

Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us 

cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit… 

 

The scripture says: 

 

Isaiah 64:6 
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All our righteousnesses are like filthy rags… 

 

In Colossians 3 he tells us to take off our old clothes and put 

on our new clothes: 

 

Colossians 3:8-14 

 

But now you also, put side: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 

abusive speech from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, 

and since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, put 

on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge 

according to the image of the One who created him—a renewal 

in which there is no distinction between the Greek and the 

Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised…all is all in Christ.  

 And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and 

beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 

gentleness and patience; bearing with one another, and 

forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against any 

one; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. And 

beyond all these, put on love, [which is the overcoat] which is 

the perfect bond of unity. 

 

There are a few folks there in Sardis who are going to “walk 

with Me in white.” What does that mean?  

 

They’ve experienced walking with God. They’ve experienced 

the purity that comes from reasoning together with the Lord 

and having their sins forgiven and being made right. And so 

they’re going to “walk…in white.” 
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Now verse 5 says: 

 

v. 5 He who is gaining the victory shall thus be clothed 

in white garments; and I will not erase his name 

from the book of life, and I will confess his name 

before My Father, and before His angels.  

 

“He who is gaining the victory shall thus be clothed in white 

garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, 

and I will confess his name before My Father, and before His 

angels.” 

 

Alright, let’s explain that. What does He mean when He says, 

“He who is gaining the victory”? Because we’ve had that in 

almost every letter.  

 

The person “who is gaining the victory” is doing what’s being 

said here. He is the person who is implementing what the 

Lord is saying.  

 

Now one of the hardest decisions in the world is to receive 

Christ as Savior—because of pride, because of feeling like we 

know it all and we want to take our chances on doing it our 

way so we’re going to sit and water our lawn on the top of a 

volcano that’s about ready to explode. But we’re going to do it 

our way. 

 

The people who gain the “victory” are the people who respond 

to God’s promises and do it right. Listen, life ain’t no easy 

freeway. There’s some gravel on the ground—to quote John 
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Denver. 

 

Life’s a battle, it’s a mean game. It’s an ironman competition! 

It’s standing against the tide and it’s hanging in there! Saying 

“No” to the flesh and to temptation and rising above it. 

 

Those are the people who are “gaining the victory,” and He’s 

going to give them THREE THINGS. And we’ll look at these 

as we get ready to close: 

 

1. “[They] shall thus be clothed in white garments.” 

 

Now the interpretation of that is in: 

 

Revelation 19:7, 8 

 

Let us rejoice and be glad and give glory to Him, for the 

marriage of the lamb has come and His bride has made herself 

ready [and we’re it]. And it was given to her to clothe herself 

in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the 

righteous acts of the saints. 

 

There it is. We’re “clothed in white.”  

 

Revelation 19:14 

 

And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, 

white and clean were following Him on white horses. 

 

The “white garments” speak of the PURITY of LIFE. 
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Secondly: 

 

2. “I will not erase his name from the book of life.” 

 

Now that scares us, doesn’t it? We kind of got the idea that we 

might get our name in there and if we don’t shape up and 

start acting right. He might come along and say, “That’s it!” 

and erase it. 

 

Some of us have that kind of feeling already, haven’t we? 

We’re still hung up on human performance because we’re 

thinking our performance got our name in the book in the first 

place and now our bad performance is going to get our name 

out of it.  

 

Our name never got in the book by us deserving it in the first 

place. Our name got in there because of the grace of God and a 

gift that was given through the death of His Son on Calvary’s 

Cross. 

 

There are two possibilities, when He’s talking about erasing 

the name “from the book of life.” This is absolutely, positively, 

by no means—that’s the strongest negative in the Greek 

text—shall He erase their “name from the book of life.” 

 

Now when it comes to the whole business of our failures, 

listen to Max Lucado: 

 

(Six Hours One Friday: Anchoring to the Cross by Max 
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Lucado) 

 

… My failures are not fatal. It’s not that he loves what you did, 

but he loves who you are. You are his. The one who has the 

right to condemn you provided the way to acquit you. You 

make mistakes. God doesn’t. And he made you. 

… My death is not final. There is one more stone to which you 

should tie. It’s large. It’s round. And it’s heavy. It blocked the 

door of a grave. It wasn’t big enough, though. The tomb that it 

sealed was the tomb of a transient. He only went in to prove 

he could come out. And on the way out he took the stone with 

him and turned it into an anchor point. He dropped it deep 

into the uncharted waters of death. Tie to his rock and the 

typhoon of the tomb becomes a spring breeze on Easter 

Sunday. 

p. 25  

 

That’s the message of Christianity and of the Cross.  

 

He’s saying, “I will not.” 

 

Now let’s look at another statement that might be helpful: 

 

No one can be saved by good works—right? And no one can be 

lost by bad works! 

 

Put those two together and it will help us in this whole 

orientation.  

 

John Walvoord said: 
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 To make the continuance of our salvation depend upon 

works, however, is gross failure to comprehend that salvation 

is by grace alone. If it depended upon the believer’s 

perseverance, the name would not have been written there in 

the first place. 

(source unknown) 

 

The other possibility—in those days they had a city register, 

just like we do. Everybody who is born is put in the book. 

Right? We go down and find all the specifics. Now let’s say 

that everybody’s name, when they’re born, is put in this “book 

of life.” Then when we live life and we refuse to come to know 

Christ, it is at that time that our name is blotted out of the 

“book of life.” That’s possible. So it can go either way. 

 

The minute we are born again our name is put in the “book of 

life”—the Lamb’s Book of Life—and so it’s recorded there and 

it will never be erased. Because we, by what we did, it was 

what He did that made it possible for the name to be there.  

 

But if it’s the other way around, and everybody’s name is in 

the book and only blotted out when they refuse to receive 

Christ, we can take our choice and it would fit the passage. 

 

Third promise: 

 

3. “I will confess his name before My Father, and before His 

angels.” 
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That’s: 

 

Matthew 10:32, 33 

 

Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will 

also confess him before My Father who is in heaven… 

 

Mark 8:38 and Luke 12:8 and 9 also say that: 

 

Mark 8:38 

 

For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be 

ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father 

with the holy angels. 

 

Luke 12:8, 9 

 

And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the 

Son of Men shall confess him also before the angels of God; 

but he who denies Me before men shall be denied before the 

angels of God. 

 

v. 6 He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit 

is saying to the churches.’  

 

“He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying 

to the churches.’” 

 

Here are the lessons from our passage: 
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Lesson #1: “And He said to them, ‘You are those who justify 

yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for 

that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the 

sight of God’” (Luke 16:15). 

 

Lesson #2: Man looks on the outward appearance; God looks 

on the heart. 

 

Remember Samuel when he came to look for Saul’s successor 

in the house of Jesse? He was impressed with the first son. 

The Lord says, “No that’s not him.” Down the line he goes and 

finally he runs through seven of them and they’re just not the 

one. And finally, it’s that little freckle-faced red-headed kid 

that’s out tending the ship that is a man after God’s own heart 

that’s finally brought in. That’s God.  

 

Lesson #3: Man’s evaluation and God’s evaluation differ 

drastically. The church looked alive to man but dead to God. 

 

So what do we do when we’ve lost our orientation? We believe 

the Book, don’t we?  

 

With sin, we have lost our orientation. Our evaluations are 

not reliable! Don’t trust our feelings and our emotions. The 

Word of God says it, we believe, that settles it. That’s our 

orientation for going to glory. 

 

Lesson #4: The five commands in verses 2 & 3 to correct the 

situation ought to challenge us to: 1) “become wide awake”; 2) 
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“strengthen the things that are remaining”; 3) “be 

remembering in what way you have received and heard”; 4) 

“be guarding it”; and 5) “have a change of mind.” 

 

Lesson #5: Response to His commands can cause us to avoid 

the judgment that results from negligence. 

 

Lesson #6: The three-fold promise to those who have received 

Christ is that: 1) They “shall thus be clothed in white 

garments”; 2) the Lord will not erase their “name from the 

book of life”; and 3) He will “confess their name before the 

Father and before His angels.” 

 

Lesson #7: Recalling and remembering promises helps us 

rightly relate to circumstances. 

 

Charles Colson in his book Against the Night tells the story of 

a church that’s alive. This is the most unlikely church. It’s in 

Zambia and he’s visiting a prison and this is what he 

describes: 

 

(Against the Night: Living in the New Dark Ages by Charles 

Colson and Ellen Santilli Vaughn) 

 

 One such community of light is in Zambia. There in an old 

colonial-era stockade emaciated inmates, wearing only 

loincloths, are crowded into primitive, filthy cells where they 

have to take turns sleeping, since there is not [enough] room 

for them all to lie on the floor at the same time. At night the 

prisoners are given a bucket of water; after they drink the 
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water, the same bucket is used to carry off their waste in the 

morning. 

 When I visited this prison, I was with Rajan, a Christian 

brother and former inmate at that prison, now chairman of 

Prison Fellowship Zambia. He led me to a maximum-security 

compound within the main block. “Listen,” he whispered as we 

got closer. “They’re singing.” 

 Guards unlocked a pair of heavy gates, and we stepped 

into a dusty courtyard ringed by tiny cells. There to welcome 

us were sixty or seventy radiantly smiling inmates; they stood 

at the end of the yard before a whitewashed wall, singing 

praises to God in beautiful harmony. Behind them on the wall 

was a huge charcoal drawing of Christ on the cross: Jesus the 

prisoner who shared their suffering and gave them hope and 

joy in this awful place, where they had come to [know] Christ 

[in a personal way]. 

p. 157  

 

The question is, do we? And is He our Savior? 

 

Faulkner says this, and we conclude with this story: 

 

(Making Things Right When Things Go Wrong by Dr. Paul 

Faulkner)  

 

 It’s night on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus’ disciples look up, 

[and they are] rowing hard. Things are pretty rough in the 

boat because the sea is tossing about from the winds and 

raging storm. Then they see a ghost, they think, walking 

calmly toward them across the pitching water. They are wet 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



44 

 

and cold and scared. In fact, they’re frightened to death.  

 Then the Lord says to them, “Don’t be afraid; it is I.”  

 Peter responds immediately, saying, “Lord, if it’s really 

you, tell me to come to you on the water.” I figure there’s a bit 

of a question in Peter’s tone here. As usual, he may have 

blurted out the question without really thinking about what 

he was saying. And Jesus, who is always predisposed to see 

the possibilities for others, says, “Come on.”  

 Now what are you going to do if you’re Peter? Bless his 

heart, Peter just steps out and begins to walk on the water. 

He walks all the way to Jesus, however far that was. The 

Bible doesn’t tell us how far he walked. He’s the only human 

being that ever walked on [the] water, but what do we 

remember about the story? We just remember the negative. 

Foomp! Down he goes. Peter took his eyes off Jesus! He 

stopped to survey the problems that made his walk on water 

logically impossible. Peter doubted. Peter failed. Peter sank.  

 Now here’s Peter treading water, wet as can be, and 

crying out, “Lord, save me!” [Now tell me] What does Jesus 

say [to him]? Well, we don’t know. We’re just going to have to 

wait for the big replay to know that, but I’m going to guess. 

I’m going to guess that he didn’t say, “If I’ve told you once, I’ve 

told you a thousand times, haven’t I?” I’m going to guess that 

he said, “Peter, isn’t it amazing what you can do when you 

keep your eyes on me?” 

p. 19  

 

Father, we focus on circumstances and on the world around us 

with all of its materialism and its pressures and we get them 

off of You and we fail. And then we feel a distance and we feel 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



45 

 

complacent and cold and that we’ve got a legitimate gripe, and 

we fail all the more miserably and we become dead. And the 

things that are of great value in our lives begin to die one by 

one, and You’re grieving over our spiritual condition. Father, 

refresh our hearts with this study, to realize that Your 

evaluation might be different than ours but Yours is the 

accurate one. And give us humility enough to accept it and to 

take Your analysis seriously and act upon it in a proper way. 

Thank You for Your Son Jesus, the fact that He is totally 

adequate and ready right now. In fact, He’s knocking at our 

door wanting to come in and change our lives. For those who 

know You with a lot of broken promises and commitments 

that have not been completed, may they close the door on the 

past, make fresh new commitments and follow it up with 

follow-through and be a finisher. We thank You for the 

presence of Your Spirit that we have felt as we’ve studied and 

looked at Your Word. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Six – The Letter to the Church in  

Sardis – Revelation 3:1-6      NOTES 

 
v. 1 “And to the messenger of the church in Sardis write: ‘He who 

is having the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, is saying 

these things: I am knowing your deeds, that you are having a 

name that you are alive, and you are dead. 

v. 2 Be becoming wide awake (wake up) and strengthen the things 

that are remaining, which were about to die; for I have found no 

deeds of yours that have been brought to completeness in the sight 

of My God. 

v. 3 Be remembering, therefore, in what way you have received 

and heard; and be guarding it, and have a change of mind. If, 

therefore, you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will 

not know at what hour I will come upon you. 

v. 4 But you are having a few names in Sardis who have not soiled 

their garments; and they shall walk with Me in white; because 

they are worthy. 

v. 5 He who is gaining the victory shall thus be clothed in white 

garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I 

will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels. 

v. 6 He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying 

to the churches.’ 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 3:1-6 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What does the Lord know about the church at Sardis, 

according to verse 1? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does He challenge them to do, according to verse 2? 

 

 

 

 

4. What does He tell them to do in verse 3? 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the promise to those in verse 4 who have not “soiled 

their garments”? 
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6. What do you think is the meaning of the phrase “soiled 

their garments”? 

 

 

 

 

7. What three things are done for those who are gaining the 

victory in verse 5? 

 

 

 

 

8. How does one have his name inscribed in the book of life? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

LESSON #1: “And He said to them, ‘You are those who justify 

yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your 

hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is 

detestable in the sight of God’” (Luke 16:15). 

 

LESSON #2: Man looks on the outward appearance; God looks 

on the heart. 

 

LESSON #3: Man’s evaluation and God’s evaluation differ 

drastically. The church looked alive to man but dead to 

God. 

 

LESSON #4: The five commands in verses 2 & 3 to correct the 

situation ought to challenge us to: 1) “become wide 

awake”; 2) “strengthen the things that are remaining”; 3) 

“be remembering in what way you have received and 

heard”; 4) “be guarding it”; and 5) “have a change of 

mind.” 

 

LESSON #5: Response to His commands can cause us to avoid 

the judgment that results from negligence. 
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LESSON #6: The three-fold promise to those who have 

received Christ is that: 1) They “shall thus be clothed in 

white garments”; 2) the Lord will not erase their “name 

from the book of life”; and 3) He will “confess their name 

before the Father and before His angels.” 

 

LESSON #7: Recalling and remembering promises helps us 

rightly relate to circumstances. 
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