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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number Seven – The Letter to the Church at 

Philadelphia – Revelation 3:7-13 

David Seamands has written a book called Healing Grace. In 

it he addresses an issue that many, many Christians are 

facing—let alone people who are not. And it’s the whole issue 

of performance as opposed to relationship. And he had the 

following statements: 

(Healing Grace by David Seamands) 

A cartoon picturing modern-day Pharisees was captioned, “We 

get our righteousness the old-fashioned way—we earn it!” 

p. 34

Many a sincere Christian has tried to please God and 

bridge the gap this same way, only to discover that in God’s 

sight it is the most displeasing way of all. It never brings 

lasting peace because there’s always one more rule that some 

person or group adds to the list. Also its followers are never 

quite sure they really kept the law the way they should have. 

p. 82
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[It’s] The Avis Way 

 

“We’ll try harder.” This motto is at the heart of the 

performance-minded, and describes millions of Christians, 

yes, genuinely reborn children of God who live daily lives of 

quiet desperation. Going through a seemingly endless cycle of 

failure, guilt, repentance, confession, forgiveness, restoration, 

trying something new only to be followed by another failure, 

more guilt, another repentance, confession, forgiveness, 

restoration—and so on, ad infinitum. Or perhaps we should 

say, ad nauseum, since they get sick and tired of the effort and 

a kind of spiritual disillusionment creeps over them. 

p. 84  

 

Then after he finishes, he concludes the remarks with that 

second stanza of Augusta Toplady’s “Rock of Ages”: 

 

(Healing Grace by David Seamands) 

 

Could my tears forever flow, 

Could my zeal no languor know, 

These for sin could not atone; 

Thou must save, and Thou alone. 

In my hands no price I bring; 

Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

p. 112  

 

Too many times we read these letters and we test our 

performance against the letter. And the main thing about the 

letter is to realize it’s RELATIONAL. He loves us. He loves 
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this intimate relationship that’s going to change our life. And 

the things that He talks about are things that are 

manifestations of either a healthy or an unhealthy 

relationship, but it is relational. 

 

And just to show how relational the Lord can be when He is 

ministering to our needs, listen to this verse: 

 

Isaiah 51:16 

 

“I have put My words in your mouth and have covered you in 

the shadow of My hand…” 

 

We read something like that and we realize that Isaiah the 

prophet wrote that a long time ago for the children of Israel 

and yet God used that portion of His Word to minister to 

needs at a critical time. It is relational. It is real. It is 

dynamic. And when we take time to discover it and begin to 

put away all our preconceived notions and ideas, we discover 

the real joy of the Lord ministering to our personal needs.  

 

Our prayer is that everyone would learn how to walk with 

Him and not feel guilty and awkward about a lack of 

performance, but realize He’s calling us to an intimate, 

personal relationship. 

 

Now in chapter 1 we had a picture of Christ as the coming 

Judge.  

 

And in chapter 2 and 3 we have these letters to the seven 
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churches in Asia Minor. 

 

We’ve come now to the sixth of these seven letters.  

 

We went to Ephesus, to Smyrna, to Pergamos, to Thyatira and 

to Sardis. And now we’re going to the city of Philadelphia.  

 

The city of Philadelphia—Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. No, 

we’re going to Philadelphia in Asia Minor.  

 

Philadelphia is made up of two Greek words: 

 

phileo and adelphos. 

 

Phileo means “to love.” 

 

Adelphos means “brother.” 

 

So we call Philadelphia the “City of Brotherly Love,” and 

that’s exactly what this means. 

 

Now let’s talk a little bit about Philadelphia before we launch 

into the letter. First of all, it is a city that was luxurious 

because of the horrendous numbers of grape arbors that were 

there. The volcanic ash soil literally made Philadelphia the 

Napa Valley of Asia. It was the wine capital of the world. In 

fact, they had Bacchus, the god of the wine, imprinted on their 

coinage. 

 

It was also a city, because it was prone to earthquakes, that 
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had hot springs and so there was a lot of this mineral bath, 

public bath kind of things taking place in the city. It was also 

known as “Little Athens.” 

 

Now Athens was known for its temples and its idols. 

Remember when Paul went there in Acts 17 he said: “I 

perceive you’re very religious. I’ve been walking among your 

idols and I found this one to the unknown god to cover all the 

bases. That’s the one I want to talk to you about.” And this 

city was known as “Little Athens” so it had lots of idols as 

well.  

 

Now the city is about 28 miles southeast of Sardis where we 

were in our last study, so we’re making our big arch. We’re 

heading on down south. In our next study, and our last stop at 

Laodicea we will be little bit further south and east from this 

particular city. 

 

Now let’s take our historical sequence for just a second—on 

the letters—and see where we are, just so we can see by some 

of these statements, maybe the reason they’re made. 

 

In the letter to the church at Ephesus—that’s the apostolic 

church—in the book of Acts. 

 

In the letter to Smyrna—that’s the suffering church, the 

martyrs. 

 

In the letter to Pergamos—that’s where Constantine put the 

church and the state together. 
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In the church at Thyatira—that’s the church of the Middle 

Ages. 

 

And then in the church at Sardis—that’s the Reformation 

church—from 1500 A.D. to 1700 A.D. 

 

Now this church then, Philadelphia, would be from 1700 A.D. 

to 1900 A.D. This would be known as the Missionary church.  

 

The people who are famous during this period of time were the 

people who went to other parts of the world to communicate 

the Gospel message. This is the time of William Carey, David 

Livingston, Adoniram Judson, Hudson Taylor, and those 

who’d never thought of the cost involved in sacrificing their 

lives to present the gospel to a lost and dying world. 

 

So this church has some things about it that makes us think 

that that’s a very real possibility that the Lord is addressing 

this period of church history. Now there are two or three 

things we need to discuss here before we dig into the text, 

because this is a little different. There are some things 

different about this letter than any of the other letters we’ve 

studied. For instance, remember in each of the letters in our 

first verse Jesus is introduced—it’s always something from 

chapter 1. 

 

Well this letter has nothing from chapter 1. The introduction 

is 5-fold but it doesn’t come out of chapter 1. And the same 

thing is true in our next study, in our last letter of Laodicea.  
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Now, here’s something else. This church has no rebuke. 

There’s nothing negative said to this church. But in our next 

study there’s nothing good said about that church—and that 

refers to us. We’re going to go to present times, and the Lord 

doesn’t have anything good to say in the letter to the church at 

Laodicea.  

 

So the two letters stand in bold contrast. In this one there is 

no criticism. There is no exhortation or admonition. It’s all 

good in what he has to say. And in our next study there is no 

praise—all rebuke. 

 

Now having said that, let’s just dig right in. That’s going to be 

easy to follow. And the verses will fall right into place. 

 

v. 7 “And to the messenger of the church in 

Philadelphia write: ‘He who is holy, who is true, 

who is having the key of David, who is opening and 

no one will shut, and who is shutting and no one is 

opening, is saying these things: 

 

‘“And to the messenger of the church in Philadelphia write: 

“He who is holy, who is true, who is having the key of David, 

who is opening and no one will shut, and who is shutting and 

no one is opening, is saying these things:” 

 

Right there we have FIVE little statements that all focus on 

the Person of Christ, it’s just that they don’t come out of 

chapter 1. Let’s take them one at a time: 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



8 

 

 

1. First of all, “He [is the one] who is holy”—when we think 

of God we immediately think of holiness. 

 

1 Peter 1:16 

 

… “Be holy, for I am holy,” says the Lord. 

 

What did Mary hear when she was told that she was 

pregnant? She was told that she was going to have—in Luke 

1:35—a “holy offspring who shall be called the Son of God.” 

 

When He died, Psalm 16 in Acts 2:27 is quoted: 

 

Acts 2:27 

 

…this Holy One is not to undergo decay. 

 

When we think of God we think of holiness. And when we 

think of Christ we also think of holiness. 

 

Remember Isaiah when he went into the temple and he saw 

the Lord high and lifted up, what he heard? He heard the 

Seraphim saying: 

 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 

the whole earth is full of His glory.” (see Isaiah 6:1-8) 

 

So immediately we’re introduced to the One “who is holy.”  
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Now what does that do to us? Well that makes us realize that 

we’re sinful and that we likewise need to be transformed into 

that which is of like character to our Savior who is holy. 

 

There’s an admonition in 2 Corinthians 7:1 that tells us that: 

 

2 Corinthians 7:1 

 

Having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 

all defilement of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 

fear of God. 

 

Okay, what’s the second thing? He’s not only holy: 

 

2. He is the One “who is true”—now He’s true as opposed to 

that which is false.  

 

There are lots of false Messiahs. There are lots of false 

religions and lots of false ways. But He is the “true” way. 

 

He said that of Himself in: 

 

John 14:6 

 

… “I am the way, the truth, and the life…” 

 

In John 15:1, just before He goes to the Garden of 

Gethsemane, He says: 

 

John 15:1 
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I am the true vine… 

 

And then Revelation 3:14 He’s going to be the “true Witness.”  

 

We can stake our life and our eternity on what He says 

because He is “true,” He’s right. 

 

3. He is the one “who is having the key of David”—now 

that’s a little bit harder. 

 

What does it mean to have “the key of David”? Well this last 

statement of this first verse here is actually Isaiah 22:22.  

 

Isaiah 22:22 

 

I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David; 

what he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can 

open. 

 

It’s the rest of the verse basically. So the third thing it says is 

He has “the key of David.” Now what’s the meaning of that?  

 

Well in the historical context Eliakim, who was the servant, 

had the key to the king’s treasury. And Eliakim could choose 

to open the king’s treasury for everybody to see and it would 

be open. Or Eliakim could choose to leave the king’s treasury 

closed and nobody could open it because Eliakim was the only 

one who had the key. So he’s the only one who had access to 

the treasuries of the king.  
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Now what does that mean about Jesus Christ? That means He 

is the only one who has access to God. He is the only one who 

has the key to all the treasuries of God. 

 

To His TRUTH, 

 

to His HOLINESS, 

 

to OPPORTUNITY, 

 

to SERVICE, 

 

to TESTIMONY. 

 

He has the key to everything. 

 

Now if we’re looking somewhere else, we’re content to try to 

find it somewhere else, we’re going to end up in a dead end 

street and we’re not going to find it, because He’s got the key. 

He’s the only one who provides access to the Father. So He’s 

“having the key of David.” 

 

Now the last two statements—number 4 and number 5—are 

the rest of Isaiah 22:22. 

 

4. “who is opening and no one will shut”—what does that 

mean? That means God is sovereign and when He opens up 

something, nobody’s shutting it. No human being can 

frustrate or thwart the purposes of God. 
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And then next: 

 

5. “who is shutting and no one is opening, is saying these 

things.” 

 

When He shuts it there ain’t no more opportunity. We can 

turn out the lights, the party’s over. We’re going to the house. 

It’s over. 

 

There are a lot of scriptures about doors. Jesus says of Himself 

in John 10: “I am the door.” (see John 10:9) 

 

Not only is He the “good Shepherd” but He is “the door” by 

which the sheep come in and go out. 

 

But in the Scriptures, as we kind of chase through it, where do 

we find critical statements about doors that are shut? Well the 

first one of course comes in Genesis 7.  

 

Noah has been working on a boat for 120 years in his 

driveway while everybody else has made fun of him. And then 

all of a sudden, he gets the animals in the boat—and listen to 

this: 

 

Genesis 7:16 

 

The animals going in were male and female of every living 

thing, as God commanded Noah. Then the Lord shut him in. 
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That door is closed.  

 

Now what happened when the Lord shut in Sham, Ham and 

Japheth and their wives and Noah and his wife and the 

animals? God shut the door.  

 

Were there any people who had tickets on that boat that ran 

up to the flight attendant at the door and said, “I’m a little 

late and I’ve got to get on this one!” And did He open the door 

while they were tapping on it and let them in?  

 

There are a lot of people who are living their lives just as 

idiotic as some businessmen that show up to the airport 

running like crazy to bang on the door to get into the plane! 

And they’re so sweet about opening up and letting them in. Of 

course, it’s to their benefit to fly them now rather than later.  

 

But when we look at something like that, we realize that 

people try to do that with their eternal destiny. They think 

that they are going to have time to do it and they’re going to 

turn around and God shuts the door.  

 

And the minute that door was shut, that immediately was the 

execution of the rest of humanity because of the universal 

flood. There was no place for those people to go when that door 

shut. 

 

Now another one is in a parable. It’s in Matthew 25:10-12. 

This is right at the end of the life of Christ. He’s going to be on 

Cross probably tomorrow or the next day. This is sometime 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



14 

 

early in Passion Week that this story’s told. 

 

Remember the story about the five foolish girls and the five 

wise girls? The five wise girls got oil for their lamps and the 

five foolish girls didn’t bring any oil with them. And then the 

sound of the bridegroom comes and the five foolish girls say, 

“Give us some oil from your lamps so that ours won’t go out.” 

And the other girls say, “Well we can’t give you any oil from 

our lamp because if we give you our oil, our lamps will go out 

and we won’t be ready. Go to 7-11 and get your own.” So they 

took off and then we read this: 

 

Matthew 25:10 

 

And while they were going away to make the purchase, the 

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him 

to the wedding feast; and the door was shut. … 

 

Now what happened?  

 

Matthew 25:11-12 

 

Later the other virgins [or girls] also came, saying, “Lord, 

Lord, open up for us.” But he answered and said, “Truly I say 

to you, I don’t even know you.” 

 

The time comes when the door is shut. 

 

Now there’s one other door in scripture. Talk about grace. 

Talk about God’s patient, gracious love. It’s the door we’re 
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going to see in our next passage. It’s Jesus standing outside 

the door of His own church. 

 

Revelation 3:20 

 

Behold, I am standing at the door knocking; [PRESENT 

TENSE] if anyone is hearing My voice and is opening the door, 

I will come into him, and I will dine with him, and have 

fellowship with him [RELATIONSHIP] and he with Me. 

 

Talk about a sovereign God who can slam the door and shut it 

in judgment, or open it and nobody’s going to close it. He could 

open our heart’s door in a minute and force Himself into our 

life but He’s never going to do it. He’s not going to pull our 

strings like a puppet and make us say something or do 

something. He respects our free will because He wants the 

glory of us making a choice—to decide—and we have to open 

the door. 

 

But there’s a day coming when He’s going to walk away from 

that door for the last time and we’re not going to hear His 

voice again. Whether that’s physical death or His coming to 

take us all to glory, that’s the time when no more will we hear 

from Him. 

 

It’s just like Solomon and Shulamith. Remember that story in 

the Song of Solomon when she’s in bed and he knocks on the 

door? He’s come from the trip and she says, “I can’t get up. I’ve 

washed my feet and I’ve got my nightie on. I can’t come up 

and come to the door.” So finally as he tries to open the door 
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she realizes she’s made a mistake and she runs to the door 

and what’s the story? Hanging on the door is some perfume 

from the trip that he got for her and he’s gone and she can’t 

find him anywhere. 

 

That’s the picture some people are going to have someday. 

Right now we can be insensitive to it but the Lord’s speaking 

to those who are not a Christian. And He’s knocking at their 

door and wants to come in. He’s not going to force Himself on 

them. But a day’s coming when they aren’t going to hear that 

knock anymore and it’s going to be too late. 

 

Now out of those five things, we get THREE THINGS: 

 

1. First of all, His CHARACTER—He’s holy and genuine. 

 

2. Secondly, His AUTHORITY—He has the “key of David.” 

 

3. And thirdly, His ACTIVITY—He can open “and no one 

will shut” and He can shut “and no one will open.” 

 

Okay, now we’re ready. The Lord’s going to talk to us. This 

One that’s been described here in this first verse is now going 

to give a message to Philadelphia. 

 

The Lord is getting ready to speak. And from here on in, He’s 

the one doing the talking. Let’s look at the verses in that kind 

of context. 
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v. 8 I am knowing your deeds. Behold, I have put before 

you a door which has been opened which no one is 

able to close; because you are having a little power, 

and kept My word, and have not denied My name.  

 

“I am knowing your deeds. Behold, I have put before you a 

door which has been opened which no one is able to close; 

because you are having a little power, and kept My word, and 

have not denied My name.” 

 

Alright, start out with the word “I am knowing.” 

 

This is the SIXTH TIME we have the words “I am knowing” 

starting the letter.  

 

If He uses that word SEVEN TIMES, what is that word? 

Because there are two words for “knowing” that He could use.  

 

He could use the word “I know you by experience”—which is 

ginosko. 

 

Or He could say “I know you intuitively,”—“I know you inside-

out”—which is oida. And He uses oida. 

 

“I am knowing you. You are predictable. I am knowing you 

well”—and that’s the word He’s used in all seven of these 

letters. 

 

Then He says: 
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“I am knowing your deeds.” 

 

Now five out of the seven letters use that phrase—“I am 

knowing your deeds” or “your works.”  

 

“I know what you’re doing and where you’re coming from.” The 

only two churches that we don’t have that is Smyrna and 

Pergamos. 

 

Now He says this: 

 

“Behold, I have put before you a door which has been opened 

which no one is able to close.” 

 

Now what does it mean when it says the Lord has “put before 

[them] an open door”? 

 

Well commentators will give us lots of different suggestions. 

Maybe it’s the door of Salvation. Maybe it’s the door of joy. 

Maybe it’s the door of fruitfulness. But let’s stay with the 

Biblical text at this point. And this is one place where the 

Bible interprets itself. 

 

In 1 Corinthians 16:9 Paul says this: 

 

1 Corinthians 16:9 

 

a wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there 

are many adversaries. 
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Okay, what’s He saying? He’s saying, “I’ve got a great 

opportunity to serve the Lord, to be effective for Him, but 

there’s a lot of opposition to what I’m trying to do. There’s a 

wide-open door of service and opportunity.” 

 

William Carey walked through that door when he went to the 

foreign mission field. Adoniram Judson, Hudson Taylor and 

others laid aside, sacrificed their own personal interests to 

spread the Gospel around the world. 

 

Are we standing before a door of opportunity and we’re not 

willing to pay the price to walk through it? There are a lot of 

people in America today who’ve got open doors standing before 

them and who are not willing to pay the price to walk through 

them to be really involved. And they’re going to be the losers 

ultimately when they get to glory simply because they were 

unwilling to walk through that open door that was available 

for them. 

 

We don’t want to hear anybody say, “Well I never got to serve 

the Lord.” Go ahead and plan for our service for the Lord, but 

not our retirement. Seek God’s face and realize there’s a wide-

open door of fantastic opportunity. 

 

This comes from James Means. He lost his wife. A lot of guys 

who lose their wives in physical death or their husbands, they 

kind of retreat and become recluse and they just stop and they 

don’t do anything. And as a result, a little while later they die 

because they never can get over the grief of it. But listen to 

James Means, having just lost his wife to cancer—which was 
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a very traumatic experience for him. 

 

(A Tearful Celebration by James E. Means) 

 

New opportunities for happiness and service are before me. 

Only by constant, diligent effort to lay hold of them is it 

possible to turn away from the past and walk without fainting 

into the future. 

p. 98  

 

But he’s going to do it.  

 

This comes from Paul Freemont Brown. He was the most 

humorous of the writers on retirement: 

 

(From Here to Retirement: Planning Now for the Rest of Your 

Life by Paul Freemont Brown) 

 

 As you prepare for this transition, remember that you will 

not only be retiring from something; but more significantly, 

you will be retiring to something. And you can make it an 

adventure that has all the color of a New England autumn. 

p. 30  

 

And then he confesses: 

 

(From Here to Retirement: Planning Now for the Rest of Your 

Life by Paul Freemont Brown) 

 

 My wife, Alice, and I enjoyed good health. We had 
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planned adequately for our financial needs, but the 

psychological aspects bewildered me. Alice was a teacher and 

retired two years before I did. She slipped into retirement as 

smoothly and decisively as Jack Nicklaus swings a golf club. 

She knew exactly what she wanted to do and proceeded to do 

it. Consequently, she could not understand why my retirement 

transition was like giving birth to a litter of hippos. 

p. 84  

 

There were horrendous complications involved trying to accept 

it. 

 

These statements come out of John Piper’s book Desiring God: 

 

(Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist by John 

Piper) 

 

 Most men are not satisfied with the permanent output of 

their lives. Nothing can wholly satisfy the life of Christ within 

his followers except the adoption of Christ’s purpose toward 

the world he came to redeem. Fame, pleasure and riches are 

but husks and ashes in contrast with the boundless and 

abiding joy of working with God for the fulfillment of his 

eternal plans. The men who are putting everything into 

Christ’s undertaking are getting out of life its sweetest and 

most priceless rewards. 

  J. Campbell White (1909) 

  Secretary of the Laymen’s Missionary Movement 

p. 186  
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And then he goes on to say: 

 

(Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist by John 

Piper) 

 

 But first, back to the issue of retirement. … “Where in the 

Bible do they see that? Did Moses retire? Did Paul retire? 

Peter? John? Do military officers retire in the middle of a 

war?” 

p. 188  

 

And then he gets very strong: 

 

(Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist by John 

Piper) 

 

 Most men don’t die of old age, they die of retirement. I 

read somewhere that half of the men retiring in the state of 

New York die within two years. Save your life and you’ll lose 

it. Just like other drugs, other psychological addictions, 

retirement is a virulent disease, not a blessing. 

 

 These are the words of Ralph Winter, founder of the 

United States Center for World Mission. His life and strategy 

have been a constant summons to young and old that the only 

way to find life is to give it away. 

p. 187  

 

And one guy had this on his wall: 
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“Go hard or go home!” 

(source unknown) 

 

Maybe God has something for us really special for us to look 

forward to and He’s going to thrust us into a fantastic 

ministry that we never could have done before because we 

didn’t have the resources to make that possible. And it’s not 

going to be too late for us. We have a door that’s been open to 

us. 

 

Now there are three things that are said as to why the 

Philadelphia church has this “door…opened” to them. Let’s 

look at them: 

 

1. “because you are having a little power,” and 

 

2. “you have kept My word,” and 

 

3. “you have not denied My name.” 

 

Now what does He mean when He says we have “a little 

power”? Does that mean where we just have a little bit of the 

Holy Spirit and we just really haven’t gotten off the ground 

yet. We have a “little.”  

 

Some people would think that but that’s not what this means. 

This means that they are a humble group of believers. They’re 

just small. They don’t have big buildings and they don’t have a 

lot of programs, and they don’t have a whole impressive bunch 

of numbers. And they don’t have a huge pastoral and 
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ministerial staff. They’re just a little group, but they are a 

powerful little group. 

 

The second thing that’s said about them is really the key: 

 

2. They “kept My word.” That means they’ve expressed 

obedience to the Word of God. 

 

James 1:22 

 

Prove yourselves doers of the word, and not just hearers only. 

 

And the third thing that’s said about them: 

 

3. they “have not denied My name.” Under stress they’ve 

stayed in there. 

 

1 John 2:18-23 

 

…Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the 

Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father 

and the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not have the 

Father; and the one who confesses the Son has the Father 

also. 

 

So what do we say about the Philadelphia church? They have 

a wide-open door of opportunity standing before them. But we 

also learn: 

 

1. they’re just a small group,  
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2. they’ve kept His word, and 

 

3. they haven’t denied His name. 

 

Now when we look at something like that, we know the Lord’s 

alive, don’t we? And we know that He’s aware of what’s going 

on and He’s right here and He’s ready to work in our life even 

though we can’t see Him. He is here—His presence is among 

us. 

 

One writer was telling of a little boy who was scared to death 

of the dark. His mother told him that God was in the dark, 

and this is the way it is: 

 

(Making Things Right When Things Go Wrong: Ten Proven 

Ways to Put Your Life in Order by Dr. Paul Faulkner) 

 

 Most of us can identify with the little boy who was afraid 

of the dark because of the frightening things he kept making 

up in his head. His mother encouraged him to go out into the 

dark to conquer his irrational fears. “Walk on out into the 

dark,” she urged. “You’ll be all right. God is out there, and he 

will take care of you.”  

 [Well sucking it up and] Gathering [a little] courage, the 

boy walked out the door, took a few steps and [then he] 

stopped. Peering out into the darkness he said, “Okay, God, if 

you’re really out there, don’t [make a] move or you’ll scare me 

to death!” 

p. 21  
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And sometimes we feel that way, don’t we? But He’s there. 

He’s promised us His presence. 

 

v. 9 Behold, I give those of the synagogue of Satan, who 

are saying that they are Jews, and are not, but are 

lying; behold, I will make them that they shall come 

and bow down at your feet, and to know that I 

loved you.  

 

“Behold, I give those of the synagogue of Satan, who are 

saying that they are Jews, and are not, but are lying; behold, I 

will make them that they shall come and bow down at your 

feet, and to know that I loved you.” 

 

Now we’ve had that little phrase “synagogue of Satan” way 

back in letter number 2 at Smyrna. Remember what that was? 

Satan’s greatest program is counterfeit religion. This could be 

the “synagogue of Satan,” it could be the church of Satan. We 

could name it whatever we want, but Satan loves religious 

counterfeits. 

 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 

 

For such are false apostles and deceitful workers. They 

transform themselves as angels of light…. [And Paul says] 

Don’t be amazed. They also have ministers of righteousness; 

whose end shall be according to their works. 

 

So He comes back to that in this letter. Now who’s He talking 
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about when He talks about the “synagogue of Satan?” About 

some Jews that say they’re Jews and they really aren’t? 

 

Well there are two verses in Romans 2 that’ll help us 

understand that: 

 

Romans 2:28, 29 

 

He is not a Jew who is one outwardly; neither is circumcision 

that which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one 

inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart… 

 

So the man whose life has been changed, who is of the race of 

the Jews, but he has recognized the Messiah and come to 

know Christ in a personal way—they are Jews from His 

perspective, not the ones who say they are. 

 

Now who represents the “synagogue of Satan”?  

 

Well their greatest member was Saul of Tarsus, wasn’t he? It 

was Saul of Tarsus who let them throw their coats at his feet 

while they stoned Stephen to death. It was Saul of Tarsus who 

thought he was doing God’s service and a favor by wiping out 

Christianity. 

 

So that’s what He means here when He speaks of them. What 

is He going to make them do? He’s going to make them “come 

and bow down at your feet,” believers. 

 

Now when’s that going to happen? Well in Philippians 2:9-11 
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it says: 

 

Philippians 2:9-11 

 

…every knee is going to bow, and every tongue is going to 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord… 

 

And we’re identified with Him in His ruling and reigning and 

so that’s when it’s going to happen. But it says they shall: 

 

“know that I loved you.” 

 

Does that make us feel good? Some of us might say, “Boy, I’ve 

been taken for granted for so long and people don’t really care 

about me, whether I live or die. And I’m sitting here tonight 

and I really don’t feel loved.” 

 

Well, isn’t that neat to have the Lord tell us that He loves us? 

After all, back in the first letter He griped because our love 

had grown cold. He said we’ve “left your first love.”  

 

Here’s a relationship. He says, “they’re going to know that I 

loved you! That I care about you.” 

 

Now let’s take those verbs: 

 

“they shall come,” 

 

“they shall…bow down,” and 
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“they shall…know.” 

 

Does that remind us of Christmas? The Wise Men came, they 

opened their gold, their frankincense and their myrrh, they 

bowed down and they came to know that He was the Son of 

God—the Messiah come into the world. 

 

v. 10 Because you kept the word of My perseverance 

(steadfast endurance), I also will keep you from the 

hour of the testing, which is about to be coming 

upon the entire inhabited earth, to put to the test 

those who are dwelling upon the earth.  

 

“Because you kept the word of My perseverance, I also will 

keep you from the hour of the testing, which is about to be 

coming upon the entire inhabited earth, to put to the test 

those who are dwelling upon the earth.” 

 

Okay, He says because we’ve had a little power, because we 

kept My Word, because we haven’t denied My name, because 

we walked through the door, and because “you kept the word 

of My perseverance (or steadfast endurance).” 

 

We don’t want to be repetitious, but when the Lord is 

repetitious we’re going to be repetitious. Have we seen that 

word before?  

 

“STEADFAST PERSEVERANCE.” 

 

Yes, we have and it’s not preached! But it’s been in these 
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letters! 

 

In the letter to the church at Ephesus, remember? In two 

verses he commended them. In verse 2 He says, “Hey, you’re 

steadfast endurance—I love it.” Verse 3—“your steadfast 

endurance—I love it.”  

 

And then we got over into Revelation 2:19 and He said to the 

church at Thyatira: 

 

Revelation 2:19 

 

…your perseverance (your steadfast endurance)… 

 

That’s the thing He delights! 

 

1 Corinthians 15:58  

 

Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, 

always abounding in the work of the Lord for as much as you 

know that your labor is not in vain for it. 

 

That’s the picture. It might be raining on our parade, the 

moorings might be coming loose, but be steadfast—hang in 

there! The victory is ours and that stuff is not preached. 

 

Continue stable under the stress, in the midst of the storm.  

 

And He says, “Because you are like that, I am going to ‘keep 

you from the hour of the testing which is about to be coming 
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upon the entire inhabited earth, to put to the test those who 

are dwelling on the earth.”’ 

 

Now what’s He talking about? What is the “hour of testing” 

that’s going to come on the whole earth, just like the flood did 

in Noah’s day? 

 

“The hour of testing” that’s going to come on the whole earth 

is called the GREAT TRIBULATION. It is 7 YEARS in length. 

It is described in Revelation 6:19. Almost the whole time it 

talks about what happens in this 7-year period. 

 

Now what does He tell the church at Philadelphia? He says, 

“you are going to be kept from that.” (see Revelation 3:10) 

 

Now the word “kept from” only occurs in one other place in the 

New Testament. In John 17 Jesus prays for His followers. He 

says, “I pray that you will keep them from the evil one.” (see 

John 17:14) 

 

When we get to prophecy we can still shake hands and go 

away disagreeing. The only problem is we have the scripture 

on our side.  

 

There are those who believe that the church is going to go 

through this period. There are those who believe that we’ve 

got to suck it up because it’s really going to get rough and 

we’re going to separate the men from the boys and we’re going 

to go through this horrendous period. 
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This verse serves as a basis for a whole thesis, and that is the 

church is going to be taken out of here before this 7 years of 

holocaust comes upon the earth. 

 

If we think the holocaust that took place in Nazi Germany 

was bad, we ain’t seen nothing until we see what’s described 

in Revelation 6 through 19. To be a Christian in the 7 year 

period is going to be certain martyrdom. And those people who 

become Christians during that period are going to have to die 

a martyr’s death. It’s a tragic picture. It’s going to test the 

whole world. 

 

And since it’s going to test the whole world, it’s just like the 

flood. The only way to get out of here is to be taken out of 

here! We have the answer! The RAPTURE—the church is 

going to be taken out of here! Let’s just land on that for a 

second here because it overlaps to show what we mean. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 

 

The Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 

the voice of the archangel, with the trumpet of God; and the 

dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and 

remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the 

Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

 

What does it say? There’s going to be a “catching up” a rapio. 

We’re going to be taken up to meet the Lord in the air. The 

dead in Christ are going to be raised first, then we who are 
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alive and remain are going to be caught up with them. We’re 

going to get out of here before this stuff takes place—this is 

universal judgment here. 

 

Then 1 Corinthians 15 says this: 

 

1 Corinthians 15:51-54 

 

I am telling you a mystery; [something that hasn’t been 

revealed yet] we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed, [how quick?] in a moment, in the twinkling of an 

eye… 

 

As quick as we can bat an eye, it’s going to happen. We don’t 

have any time to think about it. It’s like driving down the 

freeway in San Francisco at 5:00 on Tuesday afternoon. We 

don’t have time to think about it. It’s happened—it’s over. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:51-54 

 

…in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; 

for the trumpet will sound and the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we shall be changed. … 

 

And then it goes on to describe it. 

 

John 14:1-3 

 

…I am going to prepare a place for you, and if I go and 

prepare a place for you I’m going to come again and receive 
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you unto Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 

 

That 7 year period is called DANIEL’S 70TH WEEK, and we 

will talk a lot about that in the central part of the book of 

Revelation. 

 

What do we expect prophetically? Naturally the next thing we 

expect is the Rapture of the church. That’s going to take place 

and it could take place today. There’s nothing prophetically 

standing in the way of that. 

 

When the Christians are gone then the horrendous 

complications are going to take place that set the stage—

which is already being set by the way—for what is going to 

take place in the rest of the book of Revelation. And that 

sequence is going to go very rapidly, leading up to the 

Kingdom once the church is gone. 

 

v. 11 I am coming quickly; be holding fast that which 

you are having, in order that no one take your 

crown.  

 

“I am coming quickly; be holding fast that which you are 

having, in order that no one take your crown.” 

 

Now what does He mean when He says, “I am coming 

quickly”? 

 

Some people might say, “You know I have a problem with that 

‘quickly’ being 2,000 years.” We identify with that. We do, 
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don’t we? But remember, a day with the Lord is like a 

thousand years and a thousand years is like a day because 

He’s an eternal being. 

 

And just because He delays does not mean that He has 

nullified His promise. It only means He still hasn’t shut the 

door, because it’s going to hurt when the door’s closed because 

that’s the end for some folks as far as opportunity is 

concerned. 

 

And so God graciously continues—“I am coming quickly!” So 

He COMMANDS them: 

 

“be holding fast that which you are having,”—what is that? 

 

That’s the ground we’ve gained. That’s the commitment we’ve 

made to Christ. That’s the life we’re living now. Hold onto 

that! Why?  

 

“in order that no one take your crown.” 

 

Now we need to talk about CROWNS for just a second, but we 

also need to talk about the potential of having our crown 

taken away.  

 

If the Lord came right now, we would qualify for some crowns 

if we’ve been faithful in our walk with Him as a believer—that 

is going to be given at the Judgment Seat of Christ?  

 

It could be that He could come next week and we lost a crown 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



36 

 

that we were qualified for tonight because we screwed up our 

life. We went ahead and decided we were going to compromise. 

We went ahead and decided we were going to live for material 

things rather than spiritual things.  

 

2 Timothy 4:10 

 

Demas hath forsaken me because he loved this present world. 

 

He decided to settle down here and draw his stakes and forget 

the spiritual bit and live like everybody else! And so he 

nullified his opportunity for a crown that was potentially his 

by the fact that he made some choices that were contrary to 

what the Lord really had in mind for him.  

 

And we can lose it by complacency, by a lack of discipline. But 

avid runners or exercisers know what happens when we lay 

off three or four days—we lose it! We either use it or we lose 

it.  

 

And there are a lot of sedentary individuals who are walking 

around that are a whole lot younger than some of us that 

aren’t able to get around, simply because they haven’t paid the 

price and they’re not continuing to do so. The same thing is 

true in the spiritual realm. 

 

Second John says this: 

 

2 John 8 
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Watch yourselves, that you might not lose what you have 

accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward. 

 

There’s the WARNING right there. Watch it—we can lose it. 

 

That’s why Paul says: 

 

Philippians 3:14 

 

I press toward the mark… 

 

In order that no one may take your crown. 

 

Now there are FIVE CROWNS in scripture.  

 

1. There’s the CROWN OF LIFE—James 1:12.  

 

We had that in the letter to the church at Smyrna—

Revelation 2:10—so it’s in two places. 

 

Crown of life—James 1:12 and Smyrna Revelation 2:10. That 

crown is given for those who persevere, by the way, in the 

midst of trouble and difficulty. 

 

2. CROWN OF REJOICING—1 Thessalonians 2:19. 

 

3. The CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS—2 Timothy 4:8. 

 

4. The CROWN OF GLORY—1 Peter 5:4. 
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5.  The INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN—1 Corinthians 9:25. 

 

We can be disqualified. We can lose it. 

 

Paul said: 

 

1 Corinthians 9:27 

 

I treat my body roughly, lest when I preach to others I should 

be disqualified or ordered to stand aside. 

 

The possibility is very, very real.  

 

Now does this make some statements that we’ve looked at in 

the letters kind of come alive? Remember what he told them 

in Ephesus? “You haven’t grown weary. You stayed in there. 

You kept going.” He notices there. (see Revelation 2:3) 

 

He says in: 

 

Galatians 6:9 

 

Let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season we 

shall reap if we faint not. 

 

And remember in our last study? He says, “I haven’t found 

any of your works that are finished. You’ve got a whole pile of 

stuff that you haven’t finished and so as a result, not being 

finished, there’s nothing there for reward.” 
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Ross Campbell wrote a book, How to Keep Going When the 

Storms Keep Coming and he says: 

 

(How to Keep Going When the Storms Keep Coming by Ross 

Campbell and Randall Gray) 

 

 I’m not alone, I’m sorry to say, in casting off God’s armor. 

I’ve seen far too many Christians in the middle years of their 

faith lose their yearning for the Spirit and choose to let their 

armor rust. Unfortunately, as we grow bigger physically and 

financially, so do our problems. There couldn’t be a more 

crucial period in our lives to keep our armor on.  

p. 217  

 

And to keep going, walking with Him. 

 

Don’t ever let Galatians 5:7 be true of our life: “You were 

running well.” Keep going—finish. 

 

Now verse 12. This is the neatest verse. 

 

v. 12 He who is gaining the victory, I will make him a 

pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go 

out from it any more; and I will write upon him the 

name of My God, and the name of the city of My 

God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out 

of heaven from My God, and My new name.  

 

“He who is gaining the victory, I will make him a pillar in the 

temple of My God, and he will not go out from it any more; 
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and I will write upon him the name of My God, and the name 

of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming 

down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.” 

 

Now when we look at that verse, it is obvious that the word 

“My” is pretty important. It occurs FIVE TIMES here. And the 

word “My God” occurs FOUR TIMES.  

 

Now let’s look at those statements because these are the 

PROMISES.  

 

“He who is gaining the victory”—in other words, the person 

who’s staying in there and is steadfast, keeps the Word, not 

denying His name—these people: 

 

1. “I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God,”—what 

does He mean by that? 

 

Well since Philadelphia was Little Athens, they had pillars all 

over the place. And they had a tradition there that when 

somebody did something outstanding, a pillar was dedicated 

to them.  

 

Now in the temple of God, He has LIVING PILLARS and the 

very fact that we’re there, we’re a part of it. It’s that which 

stands when all else has fallen.  

 

There’s another very interesting verse in Galatians 2 where 

Paul says: 
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Galatians 2:9 

 

recognizing the grace of God had given to me, James and 

Cephas and John, were reputed to be pillars… 

 

We talk about the pillars of the church. We know the guys 

that everything leans on and they’re there all the time—

faithful—the last of the picture that’s described here. We’re 

going to be pillars. 

 

Secondly: 

 

2. “he will not go out from it any more;”—that means no 

more tears, no more temptations, no more trials and 

difficulties. Our permanent residence is going to be in the very 

presence of God. 

 

And then look at that third thing. Isn’t that fabulous? 

 

3. “I will write upon him the name of My God, and the name 

of the city of My God,”—and then He tells us what that city is. 

And we’re going to talk about that in Revelation 22—“the new 

Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from My 

God,”—and we’re going to put—“My new name” on them. 

 

Now what He says is, “I’m going to put my name on them”: 

 

“I will write upon him the name of My God.” 

 

“And then I’m going to put their address—their city, state and 
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ZIP on there.” 

 

“And then I’m going to put ‘My new name’ on there.” We don’t 

know what that is. That’s the name that was written on the 

stone that nobody knows about. 

 

The only conjecture we have on that is the name “King of 

kings” and “Lord of lords”—which of course comes out in the 

latter part of Revelation. 

 

Well what does all that say?  

 

“Name” indicates IDENTIFICATION and OWNERSHIP.  

 

And what this is saying is, “My name is all over you! You’re 

my possession, you belong to Me! And you can look forward to 

spending eternity with Me at this heavenly address! That’s 

how much I care for you. You’re not your own. You’ve been 

bought with a price.” (1 Corinthians 6:19, 20) 

 

v. 13 He who is having ears, let him hear what the 

Spirit is saying to the churches.’  

 

“He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying 

to the churches.’” 

 

Here are the lessons we got out of the verses. 

 

Lesson #1: Jesus Christ is introduced as holy, true, and 

having authority. 
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Lesson #2: The Lord often places before us doors of 

opportunity and service.  

 

He is the One who opens and He’s also the One who shuts. 

 

Lesson #3: Although the Philadelphian church was little in 

number, they kept His Word by being obedient; and they had 

not yielded to the pressure of denying Christ. 

 

Lesson #4: The “synagogue of Satan” refers to Satan’s 

counterfeiting religious ministry. 

 

He wants to make it look like the synagogue. He wants to 

make it look like the church. 

 

Lesson #5: The believer will be kept from the hour of testing. 

The church will not go through the tribulation. 

 

Lesson #6: We are commanded to “hold fast” so that no one 

take our crown. 

 

We conclude with a story from David Swartz’s book: 

 

(Dancing With Broken Bones: Blessed Are the Broken in 

Spirit, for God Can Make Them Whole by David Swartz) 

 

One of the first American missionaries to Taiwan, a man 

named Oz, [he] told me about his early days there. Fleeing the 

Communists, frightened Chinese people poured onto the 
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island faster than adequate shelter could be built to house 

them. Shantytowns, with rickety huts made of whatever could 

be scrounged, sprang up everywhere.  

 One such town expanded until the front doors of some 

huts were only inches from a busy highway. Oz always hated 

driving this road for that very reason. He feared that a child 

would dart out in front of him. One day he was approaching 

the town and his heart sank as he saw a crowd gathered in 

the road ahead. Passing through the crowd, Oz saw a [small] 

boy lying in the road. Running at play from one of these 

makeshift huts, the boy had been hit by a truck and killed. 

 From behind him, Oz heard a terrible wailing, and turned 

to see a hysterical woman push through the crowd and throw 

herself on the lifeless body. She picked up the motionless boy 

and cradled him as if he were still her [little] baby. 

 Oz ached to see this woman’s pain, but nothing could have 

prepared him for what happened next. Looking down through 

her tears at the dead boy’s face, she suddenly gave a strange 

smile of relief and joy. “Oh, it’s all right,” she said. “It’s not 

mine.” The woman literally dropped him in the road like a 

rock and walked away! 

 When Oz first told me about that woman, I was shocked 

and then outraged. But I’ve learned that my outrage was 

wasted. Why? Because I’m very much like her. As long as my 

personal world and concerns aren’t touched, I can drop the 

pain of others rather quickly. As soon as that woman learned 

that the dead boy wasn’t hers, neither was the pain. In fact, 

the dead boy ceased to be a genuine human being in her eyes. 

(Note the impersonal pronoun “it” that she used.) All of us, 

even though we may be Christians, fall into this kind of 
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impersonal detachment all too easily. As long as the world’s 

suffering millions are statistics without a face or a name, we 

can say with relief, “That’s terrible, but they’re not really 

mine.” 

pp. 97-98  

 

God is putting before us an open door of opportunity to be 

involved in touching the lives of others. 

 

The Lord is pleading with us, “Please come home! I love you!” 

 

John 1:12 

 

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to 

become children of God, even to those who believe on His 

name. 

 

Father, we thank You for this wonderful letter that we’ve had 

a chance to look at. Thank You too that You’re not calling us 

to a performance, but a relationship. You really do love us and 

it sure makes us feel good inside. Thank You that You don’t 

give up on us, that You keep on knocking on our heart’s door. 

We mess it up really bad and You just keep on loving. It 

overwhelms us. Thank You that Your love is unconditional 

and it is not by degrees and that we can experience the 

fullness of it if we’ll simply respond. We love You and rejoice 

in the privilege of studying the Word together with these dear 

friends. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number SEVEN – THE Letter to the Church at 

Philadelphia – Revelation 3:7-13    NOTES 

 
v. 7 “And to the messenger of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘He 

who is holy, who is true, who is having the key of David, who is 

opening and no one will shut, and who is shutting and no one is 

opening, is saying these things: 

v. 8 I am knowing your deeds. Behold, I have put before you a door 

which has been opened which no one is able to close; because you 

are having a little power, and kept My word, and have not denied 

My name. 

v. 9 Behold, I give those of the synagogue of Satan, who are saying 

that they are Jews, and are not, but are lying; behold, I will make 

them that they shall come and bow down at your feet, and to know 

that I loved you. 

v. 10 Because you kept the word of My perseverance (steadfast 

endurance), I also will keep you from the hour of the testing, which 

is about to be coming upon the entire inhabited earth, to put to the 

test those who are dwelling upon the earth. 

v. 11 I am coming quickly; be holding fast that which you are 

having, in order that no one take your crown. 

v. 12 He who is gaining the victory, I will make him a pillar in the 

temple of My God, and he will not go out from it any more; and I 

will write upon him the name of My God, and the name of the city 

of My God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of 

heaven from My God, and My new name. 

v. 13 He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying 

to the churches.’ 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 3:7-13 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. How is the Lord described in verse 7? 

 

 

 

 

3. How is the church at Philadelphia described in verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

4. What are the Jews who are of the synagogue of Satan going 

to do in verse 9? 

 

 

 

 

5. Why is the church at Philadelphia promised deliverance 

from the hour of testing, according to verse 10? 
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6. What are they commanded to do in verse 11? 

 

 

 

 

7. What is promised to those who are gaining the victory, 

according to verse 12? 

 

 

 

 

8. What do you think is the meaning of the phrase “the new 

Jerusalem”? 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 

 

 

 

 

10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 
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LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

 

LESSON #1: Jesus Christ is introduced as holy, true, and 

having authority. 

 

LESSON #2: The Lord often places before us doors of 

opportunity and service. He is the One who opens and 

shuts. 

 

LESSON #3: Although the Philadelphian church was little in 

number, they kept His Word by being obedient; and they 

had not yielded to the pressure of denying Christ. 

 

LESSON #4: Once again we have reference to the “synagogue 

of Satan,” which speaks to us of the counterfeiting 

ministry of Satan, to make his religious activity look like 

the church. 

 

LESSON #5: The believer will be kept from the hour of 

testing. The church will not go through the great 

tribulation. 

 

LESSON #6: We are commanded to be “holding fast that 

which we are having, in order that no one take our 

crown.” 
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LESSON #7: What a precious future is in store for those who 

walk with the Lord, according to verse 12. 
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