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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

Bible Prophecy 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

Study Number Eight – The Letter to the Church at 

Laodicea – Revelation 3:14-22 

We have a strange ability to only wait to call upon God when a 

crisis comes. He doesn’t see much of us when everything is 

going well—when we’re in the bucks and the car is running 

and things are going great. But when we get into trouble and 

life begins to overwhelm us, then Psalm 50:15 comes into play: 

Psalm 50:15 

Call upon me in the day of trouble; 

and I will deliver you, and you will honor me. 

Now we come to the 7th and FINAL LETTER in the study. 

And this particular study is the church at LAODICEA.  

Now there is nothing good that is said about this church. In 

our last study nothing bad was said about that church. Now 

we come to the final one—Laodicea. 

Laodicea was one of the wealthiest cities in the then-known 

world. It was a medical center, it was a center for clothing 
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manufacturing, and it also was a place where great 

commercial and financial transactions took place. 

 

They had theaters, stadiums, public baths, and shopping 

centers. But all of them were really too prosperous in this 

town to have a real need for God.  

 

As we look at this letter, it’s kind of like in this particular 

letter it’s possible to be RELIGIOUS and REPULSIVE at the 

same time. This city is in the Lycus Valley. There are three 

cities in the Lycus Valley—Hierapolis, Colossae and Laodicea. 

And these three cities were never visited by the apostle Paul, 

although he had a tremendous impact in this particular 

valley.  

 

There’s a man that lived there by the name of Philemon in the 

city of Colossae. He became a Christian through meeting Paul 

in Ephesus. Went back and he and his wife Apphia, who 

became a Christian, and their son Archippus established a 

church in their house. And Paul sent one of his understudies, 

Epaphras there to minister and so that’s how the ministry is 

established in the Lycus Valley. 

 

The letter to the church at Colossae was also encouraged to be 

read to the Laodiceans. It’s believed by some that Ephesus 

was a CIRCULAR LETTER. And if such was the case, then 

that letter also was to be read to the Laodiceans. And that’s 

about all we know about the city of Laodicea. 

 

In Hierapolis they had some very therapeutic hot springs. And 
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in Colossae they were famous for their cold water springs. It’s 

obvious from what the Lord has to say in this particular letter 

that some of these things are overtones to what they were 

experiencing. 

 

The name Laodicea means either “the people speak” or “the 

judgment of the people.” Whatever it is, they don’t care about 

what God says, it’s what man has to say that’s very important 

to them. 

 

The city is 40-45 miles southeast of our last stop at 

Philadelphia, and 90 miles straight east from Ephesus. So 

we’ve made our big loop as we come down now to Laodicea. 

 

If in fact these letters are a picture of the church age: 

 

1. We start with EPHESUS in the apostolic period—they 

left their first love. 

 

2. We go to SMYRNA—that’s the suffering church. 

 

3. We got to PERGAMOS—that’s the church that was 

married to the world under Constantine when the church and 

state were brought together. 

 

4. We move to THYATIRA—which is the church of the 

Middle Ages. 

 

5. To SARDIS—the church of the Reformation. 
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6. To PHILADELPHIA—the missionary church. 

 

7. Then LAODICEA—is the end of the age. 

 

And there’s a great deal of possibility in that. Now if that is 

the case, then we all really need to be listening up and realize 

the Lord’s speaking specifically to us in this particular letter 

more than any of the others. 

 

Now let’s get right into it, beginning at verse 14. 

 

v. 14 “And to the messenger of the church in Laodicea 

write: ‘The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the 

Beginning of the creation of God, is saying these 

things: 

 

‘“And to the messenger of the church in Laodicea write: “The 

Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the 

creation of God, is saying these things:” 

 

Now the difference between this letter and any of the others is 

that we don’t have any introduction of Christ from chapter 1. 

In Philadelphia we had that same phenomenon but those are 

the only two letters. All the other five had something out of 

chapter 1 that introduced us to Christ. 

 

In our last study it says He was holy, He was true, He had the 

key of David and when He opened nobody shut, and then 

when He shut nobody opens, (see Revelation 3:7). That all we 

talked about was related to that particular letter. These three 
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things that are said about Christ here are not out of chapter 1 

but they really relate to what He’s getting ready to say. 

 

Let’s look at them for just a minute. First of all it says: 

 

1. “The Amen”—is the first title that’s given to Christ. 

 

What does it mean when it says “The Amen”? Well we always 

think of when somebody is affirming somebody and they really 

got on target, we hear a hearty “Amen!” or “So be it!”  

 

“Great! I affirm you! I am convinced that what you say is 

right!” and the outburst comes. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:20 

 

For as many as may be the promises of God, in Him they are 

yes; wherefore also by Him is our Amen to the glory of God 

through us. 

 

A lot of the times when Jesus would speak in the Gospels He 

would use kind of a little phrase that always started—He’d 

start out by saying, “Verily, verily, I say unto you…” 

 

That’s the same word. If we literally translated what the 

Douay Version does, it would be “Amen, amen, I say unto you” 

or “Truly, truly I say unto you.” 

 

Basically what this means is that when Christ speaks it’s the 

final word and His will would be affected. It is the final word 
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on any issue.  

 

When we get through with this study, we’re going to wish 

there were going to be some more words. Before we get 

through the study, we’re going to want to take issue with some 

of the things. But the final word is spoken. He is “The Amen.” 

He is the affirmation of the Father and He confirms all that is 

being said. 

 

Secondly: 

 

2. He’s “the faithful and true Witness,”—now that’s just the 

direct opposite of the church at Laodicea. They’re neither 

faithful nor are they true. But Christ is this “Witness.” 

 

Remember one other time when we had “faithful” and “true” 

together, as it characterized a person?  

 

When we were studying Pergamos, remember “Antipas, My 

faithful and true witness”? He died for the cause of Christ as a 

martyr there. He was characterized in that way. (see 

Revelation 2:13) 

 

Christ is the only One who will reveal it all and He’ll tell it all. 

And when He tells it, He’s going to get the record straight. So 

what we’re getting ready to see is not only “The Amen” but 

“the faithful and true Witness” who is going to be speaking. 

 

And the third thing that’s said about Him: 
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3. He’s “the Beginning of the creation of God,”—what does 

that mean? That means the little baby that we’re going to see 

in the manger this Christmas in Matthew 1 is the same God 

in Genesis 1. 

 

John 1 tells us that: 

 

John 1:3 

 

All things were made by Him; and without Him was not 

anything that was made. 

 

Colossians  says: 

 

Colossians 1:15-18 

 

He is the image of the invisible God, the first born of all 

creation…all things have been created through Him and for 

Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things are 

held together… 

 

Preacher B. F. Lockeridge says it this way: 

 

(Dancing with Broken Bones: Blessed Are the Broken in 

Spirit, for God Can Make Them Whole by David Swartz) 

 

“He made everythin’ from nothin’ and hung it on empty space 

and told it to stay there.”  

p. 80  

 

C
opyright ©

 2025 by Bible Teaching R
esources by D

on Anderson M
inistries. The author's teacher notes incorporate quoted,  

paraphrased and sum
m

arized m
aterial from

 a variety of sources, all of w
hich have been appropriately credited to the best of our ability.  

Q
uotations particularly reside w

ithin the realm
 of fair use. It is the nature of teacher notes to contain references that m

ay prove difficult to accurately 
attribute. Any use of m

aterial w
ithout proper citation is unintentional. Teacher notes have been com

piled by G
enevieve M

artin. 



8 

 

That says it as clearly and as plainly as we know how. 

 

He created it and He knows us and He’s “faithful and true,” 

and we can count on His Words. Those three things set the 

stage for the letter to the church at Laodicea. 

 

Now pretend Jesus begins to speak as we come down now to 

verse 15 to the end of the chapter. He’s been introduced. 

 

v. 15 I am knowing your deeds, that you are neither 

cold nor hot; would that you were cold or hot.  

 

“I am knowing your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; 

would that you were cold or hot.” 

 

Alright, all seven of the letters start exactly the same way: 

 

“I am knowing…” 

 

He could have chosen to say, “I am knowing you by 

experience,” but He uses another word that means, “I know 

you intuitively.”  

 

“I created you so I know you. I know your capacities. I know 

what you’re up to and what you’re capable of doing. I am 

knowing you.” 

 

But then He says: 

 

“I am knowing your deeds” or works. 
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Five out of seven of the letters start that same way. The only 

two that don’t: 

 

SMYRNA—“I am knowing your tribulation” and 

 

PERGAMOS—“I am knowing where you are dwelling.” 

 

The rest of them: 

 

“I am knowing your deeds.” 

 

Alright, now as we move into the letter, notice there is no 

commendation. He immediately jumps right in with both feet 

and we have no problem recognizing that He’s getting ready to 

say some things that are pretty strong. 

 

“I am knowing your deeds”—and because He knows our 

deeds—“you are neither cold nor hot;” 

 

“I wish” or “would that you were cold or hot.” 

 

Now let’s take that for just a minute. Naturally in the back of 

His mind has to be water, because water is only a benefit and 

is suitable for us when it’s hot or it’s cold—not when it’s 

lukewarm or tempted. It just doesn’t accomplish its purpose. 

 

He says, “you are neither cold nor hot”—either one.  

 

Romans 12:11 
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not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the 

Lord. 

 

Now if we read a lot of the commentators—Walvoord, Ryrie, 

McGee—most of them line up saying this: 

 

Cold means in active opposition or not a part of the family of 

God. Hot would mean spiritual—we are walking close with the 

Lord and so we have a holy, fervent passion that’s on fire for 

Him. And lukewarm is somewhere in between. 

 

He gets ready to say, “I wish you were cold or hot.” And we 

can’t see the Lord saying, “I wish you weren’t a Christian.” We 

just can’t hear Him saying, “I wish you were an opposition” or 

“I wish you were hot.”  

 

And because of that, we’re still talking about water. Although, 

if we want to hold the other position, we can have a beautiful 

little outline.  

 

COLDNESS would be the natural man. 

 

HOT would be the spiritual man—God’s normal, healthy 

child. 

 

LUKEWARM would be the guy who’s living in the flesh or the 

carnal individual, that’s all grey. 

 

The Lord is using water as an illustration to describe 
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something that He wishes they were. And as useless as water 

is, that’s lukewarm, so He wishes they were cold and 

refreshing when He comes to get a drink. Or that they were 

hot so there were purifying qualities or therapeutic benefits 

from it. 

 

Now we know the Lord doesn’t have any problem 

communicating. We do in our marriages, don’t we? We have a 

hard time getting across what we mean when we say things. 

 

Norman Wright in his book Communication: Key to Your 

Marriage tells this cute story: 

 

(Communication: Communication: Key to Your Marriage by 

H. Norman Wright) 

 

“James Farmer tells a story about a woman who acquired 

wealth and decided to have a book written about her 

genealogy. The well-known author she engaged for the 

assignment discovered that one of her grandfathers had been 

electrocuted in Sing Sing. When he said it would have to be 

included in the book, she pleaded for a way of saying it that 

would hide the truth. When the book appeared, it read as 

follows: ‘One of her grandfathers occupied the chair of applied 

electricity in one of America’s best known institutions. He was 

very much attached to his position and literally died in the 

harness.’  

p.150  

 

The Lord says, “would [I wish] that you were cold or hot.” 
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Why? We can’t serve two masters. We can’t play neutrality 

with Him. He wishes we were one way or the other. 

 

Now in verse 16, when He gets through with that, He gives us 

the RESULT, the REASON and the RESPONSE there. 

 

v. 16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor 

cold, I am about to vomit you out of My mouth.  

 

RESULT—“So”—REASON—“because”—RESPONSE—“you 

are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am about to vomit 

you out of My mouth.” 

 

What He’s saying is, “Since you are lukewarm, you are an 

individual that makes me sick. I’m nauseated, calling for the 

Pepto Bismol before I lose it all when I think about you.” 

 

That’s the picture that’s described. Now naturally we 

immediately want to know, since this is our church—the 

present-day church—how do we come across to the Lord as 

being “lukewarm”?  

 

Maybe it’s a good moral life without any relationship with the 

Lord. Maybe it’s a lot of things that we could think of that 

would fit into this. But basically it’s a person who’s self-

satisfied. It’s a person who is proud, a person who’s self-

righteous—doesn’t have that heart burning with a zeal for 

God. 
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Remember the two disciples on the road to Emmaus that 

when the Lord disappeared from the table after they’d eaten 

together, what did they say?  

 

Luke 24:32 

 

… “Did not our hearts burn within us while He was speaking 

to us on the way? …” 

 

Yes, there’s a holy sense of identification and involvement 

with Him. There’s an absence of the fruit of the Spirit. There 

is an absence of spiritual disciplines.  

 

PRAYERLESS, 

 

WORDLESS, 

 

SELFISH, 

 

MOTIONLESS. 

 

And what the Lord’s saying is, “I am about to vomit you out of 

My mouth.” 

 

Notice the word “about.” He’s so sick He wants to get rid of us, 

but His love won’t let Him. He can’t throw us away or throw 

us up. 

 

Now the reason that the Lord makes this accusation is given 

in verse 17. 
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v. 17 Because you are saying, “I am rich, and have 

become wealthy, and I am having need of nothing,” 

and you are not knowing that you are the wretched 

one and miserable and poor and blind and naked.  

 

“Because”—there’s our word—“you are saying,”—this is it—“‘I 

am rich, and have become wealthy, and I am having need of 

nothing,’ and you are not knowing that you are the wretched 

one and miserable and poor and blind and naked.” 

 

To Sardis He said, “You think you are alive, but you’re dead.” 

 

And now to Laodicea He says, “You don’t have a true picture 

of your spiritual condition.” 

 

“Because you are saying,”—THREE THINGS: 

 

1. “I am rich,” 

 

2. “[I] have become wealthy,” and 

 

3. “I have need of nothing.” 

 

“Therefore, I’ve allowed material things to affect spiritual 

things in my life. I’ve let material things and the comfort of 

them and the ability to enjoy them take the place of my 

spiritual commitment.” 

 

One thing that really gets us here is just playing some of this 
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health-wealth-prosperity gospel against this and we realize 

that we can lose a real commitment for the Lord when we get 

caught up in all of these things that have to do with wealth 

and personal benefit. Very selfish is the orientation that’s 

described here in the Laodicean church. 

 

Abraham Lincoln said it so well: 

 

(Peace, Prosperity, and the Coming Holocaust by Dave Hunt) 

 

Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too 

self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and 

preserving grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us! 

p. 172  

 

That’s the picture that’s described. 

 

Phillip Keller in his book Predators in Our Pulpit says: 

 

(Predators in Our Pulpit by W. Phillip Keller) 

 

 In living memory there has never been such a selfish 

generation as this one.  

p. 47  

 

People consumed with self-image. Why are we this way? 

Self—Self—Self—instead of Christ and what He can do in our 

life.  

 

“I want self-gratification. I want self-respect. I want self-
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fulfillment. I want self-esteem. I want self-love and I want 

self-affirmation, self, self, self.” We’re consumed with that and 

it must grieve the heart of the Lord. 

 

Materialism has the ability to give us a false perspective, but 

it also has the ability to give us a false sense of security. 

 

Luke 12:19, 20 

 

I will say to my soul, “Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for 

many years; take thine ease, eat, drink and be merry.” But 

God said unto him, “Thou fool! This night thy soul shall be 

required of thee; then whose things shall those be which you 

have provided?” 

 

We’re getting into some tough stuff here. The Lord’s going to 

say it’s because we’re saying all these things that we’re like 

this—we’re lukewarm—but now this is what we’re really like. 

And He lists FIVE THINGS here that are pretty strong. And 

hopefully we’ll be receptive to what He has to say because He’s 

“The Amen” of God, He’s “the faithful and true Witness,” and 

He knows us. But: 

 

1. “you are the wretched one,” 

 

2. “you are…miserable,” 

 

3. “you are…poor,” 

 

4. “blind,” and 
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5. “naked.” 

 

Now let’s take a look. It’s kind of an ugly list.  

 

1. “wretched one.” 

 

That’s Paul’s statement about himself in: 

 

Romans 7:24 

 

Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from the body of 

this death? 

 

Now there’s an interesting thing in scripture, when people 

begin to recognize their own wretchedness, they begin to move 

toward holiness. It’s an interesting thing, the closer we get to 

the Lord and the more we walk in the light, the more we’re 

aware of our own wretchedness. And so Paul says that. 

 

Isaiah said: 

 

“Woe is me, I am undone,” when he saw the Lord. (see Isaiah 

6:5) 

 

Job, when he saw the Lord with his eyes, he says: 

 

“Wherefore I abhor myself and I repent in dust and ashes.” 

(see Job 42:6) 
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May God give us a fresh glimpse of Himself, that we see 

ourselves as He sees us. 

 

And He says: 

 

“you are not knowing that you are the wretched one.” 

 

But He also says: 

 

2. “miserable.” 

 

We are of all men, most to be pitied, or miserable if there’s no 

resurrection. That’s the same word that’s described here. And 

that’s the only other place that it’s used in the New 

Testament. 

 

And then the third word is: 

 

3. “poor.” 

 

Is it believable that He would have the courage to tell the 

financial capital of the world that they’re poor?  

 

To the church at Smyrna He said, “you’re poor but you’re 

rich.” Now we understand that, don’t we? Because the Smyrna 

church was very poor—they were destitute materially. But He 

says, “y’all have got it together. You’re rich spiritually.” 

 

And what the Lord is saying here is, “You know, y’all might 

have six figures in the bank but I’ll tell you something, there 
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ain’t nothing in the bank up here. You haven’t laid up 

treasures in heaven. You haven’t made any deposits here. And 

from My point of view, you are poor because material things 

don’t really count up here. You’re going to leave all that 

behind. You can’t take any of it with you. So you’re poor.” 

 

And then on top of that, “you qualify for handicapped. You’re:” 

 

4. “blind.” 

 

“You can’t see!”  

 

“in whose case the god of this world has blinded their 

minds…” (2 Corinthians 4:4) 

 

In John 3:19 Jesus said: 

 

John 3:19-21 

 

…men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are 

evil… 

 

And the fifth word—to the clothing center, wearing designer 

labels—“You’re:” 

 

5. “naked!” 

 

Why? We can dress in the finest clothing of the world, but 

unless we are clothed and robed in His righteousness, we’ll not 

be accepted. 
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Remember the story about the fellow who went to the wedding 

without the wedding garment? And how the Lord had to come 

and deal with him because he didn’t have on his garment? He 

was cast into outer darkness in the story. That’s the picture. 

 

We must be robed in His righteousness to be acceptable in His 

sight. So He takes these five words.  

 

The words we’re going to see in verses 18, 19 and 20 are the 

SOLUTION.  

 

He turns right around and He says, “I am counseling you.” 

 

In verse 19 He says, “I am loving you.” 

 

And in verse 20 He says, “I am knocking at your door.” 

 

What more could He do to provide the therapy for the need? 

 

Now here we come, in verse 18, to the ANSWER to the 

problem. 

 

v. 18 I am counseling you to buy from Me gold having 

been refined by fire, in order that you may become 

rich, and white garments, in order that you may 

clothe yourself, and that the shame of your 

nakedness may not be revealed; and eyesalve to rub 

on your eyes, in order that you may be seeing.  
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“I am counseling you to buy from Me gold having been refined 

by fire, in order that”—PURPOSE—“you may become rich, 

and white garments,”—PURPOSE—“in order that you may 

clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness may 

not be revealed; and eyesalve to rub on your eyes, in order 

that you may be seeing.” 

 

Now here’s His prescription. It’s THREE-FOLD: 

 

1. “gold having been refined by fire”—what kind of gold is 

that? That’s the very finest gold that has experienced the 

refiner’s fire.  

 

What is this fire? What is this gold?  

 

The fire is God’s judgment that refined the gold that He offers. 

He purchased it when He died on Calvary’s Cross for each of 

us. It is very valuable in His sight. 

 

Max Lucado said: 

 

(Six Hours One Friday: Anchoring to the Cross by Max 

Lucado) 

 

 Spit and blood are caked to his cheeks and his lips are 

cracked and swollen. Thorns rip his scalp. His lungs scream 

with pain. His legs knot with cramps [and tears]. Taut nerves 

threaten to snap as pain twangs her morbid melody. Yet, 

death is not ready. And there is no one to save him, for he is 

sacrificing himself. 
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p. 22  

 

That’s what it costs to get the “gold…refined by fire.” 

 

(Intersections: With Christ at the Crossroads of Life by 

Raymond C. Ortlund) 

 

 None of the ransomed ever knew 

 How deep was the valley crossed; 

 Or how dark was the night 

 That the Lord passed through 

 Ere He found the sheep that was lost. 

   —Elizabeth C. Clephane 

   “The Ninety and Nine” 

p. 112  

 

Yes He comes! Take the gold that’s been refined in the fire! 

 

Secondly: 

 

2. “white garments”—so that they can—“clothe yourself, and 

that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed;” 

 

Clothed in His righteousness, faultless to stand before His 

throne.  

 

3. “eyesalve to rub on your eyes” so they can see. 

 

Ephesians 1:18 
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I pray the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so you may 

know what is the hope of His calling… 

 

Now what do we have there? He told us five things about 

ourselves, but He only solved three of them, didn’t He? 

 

He said we’re: 

 

“wretched,” 

 

“miserable,” 

 

“poor,” 

 

“blind,” and 

 

“naked.” 

 

But what did He solve in verse 18? The: 

 

“poor,” 

 

“blind,” and 

 

“naked” part. 

 

What about “wretched” and “miserable”? 

 

Well TWO THINGS about that: 
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1. He left those out because if we’re “wretched” and 

“miserable” it’s our own fault. 

 

2. And if we’re “wretched” and “miserable,” if we’ll just take 

the wealth that He has to offer us and the clothing He has to 

give us and the eyesalve so we can see, we’ll solve our problem 

of being “wretched” and “miserable.” That’s why!  

 

He doesn’t need to address those two things when the rest of 

them are already taken care of. Isn’t it marvelous? He doesn’t 

lose patience with us, but He counsels us in providing that 

which is necessary to solve the problem. 

 

Wonderful, wonderful thoughts—verse 19. 

 

v. 19 Those whom I am loving, I am reproving and I am 

disciplining; keep on being zealous therefore, and 

have a change of mind.  

 

“Those whom I am loving,” 

 

First He’s counseling in verse 18. He’s “loving” in verse 19. 

What’s He doing to those He’s “loving”? PRESENT TENSE 

again: 

 

“I am reproving and I am disciplining;”—and then he gives a 

COMMAND—“keep on being zealous therefore, and have a 

change of mind.” 

 

So what does He mean when He says “I am reproving”? Well 
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REBUKING. He is dealing with us in areas of need.  

 

How does He do that to us? In our daily reading of the 

scripture, doesn’t He? When we read the Word of God and it 

reproves us, it rebukes us as to what our attitude should be 

and causes us to change in response to that. 

 

“I am discipling;” 

 

Hebrews 12:5-11 

 

have you forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you 

as sons, 

 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 

Nor faint when you are reproved by Him; 

For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, 

And He scourges every son whom He receives.” … 

 

And the sad part about that is, that’s all in the PRESENT 

TENSE so that means it’s going on all the time. 

 

He’s “reproving” us and He’s “disciplining” us all the time. 

And then He says be “zealous.” Get that fire back again so 

that we will change our mind and be productive for Me. 

 

We’re missing this today. We’re missing this fervent, exciting, 

fiery zeal that’s there because people have really gotten ahold 

of God.  
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In Our Daily Bread one day it was telling the story of 

Jonathan Edwards. He’s the one who was famous for that 

great message “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.” And it 

moved hundreds to repentance and the guy is practically 

blind. And from a human point of view, that is the most 

incredible thing in all the world that there would be such far-

reaching results from a man who didn’t have any gestures and 

who didn’t have a commanding voice and yet God moved him.  

 

Want to hear how he got ready for that sermon? 

 

 Few know the spiritual preparation involved in that 

sermon. John Chapman gives us the story: “For 3 days 

Edwards had not eaten a mouthful of food; for 3 nights he had 

not closed his eyes in sleep. Over and over again he was heard 

to pray, ‘O Lord, give me New England! Give me New 

England!’ When he arose from his knees and made his way 

into the pulpit that Sunday, he looked as if he had been gazing 

straight into the face of God. Even before he began to speak, 

tremendous conviction fell upon his audience.” 

(from Our Daily Bread, September 7, year unknown) 

 

That’s what we’re missing. It’s that zeal, that fire, that holy 

passion that ought to be there. And the Lord says, “Be 

zealous! Change your mind!” 

 

And then the greatest verse in the whole passage is the next 

one. 
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v. 20 Behold, I have taken my stand at the door, and I 

am knocking; if anyone hears My voice and opens 

the door, I will come in to him, and I will dine with 

him, and he with Me.  

 

“Behold, I have taken my stand at the door, and I am 

knocking; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will 

come in to him, and I will dine with him, and he with Me.” 

 

Now isn’t that something? That when we get through with all 

these letters, where do we have the Lord? Standing outside 

the door of His own church, knocking, trying to get in. That is 

amazing! 

 

Remember in our last study what He said? He says, “I open 

and nobody shuts and I shut and nobody opens.” (see 

Revelation 3:8) 

 

And we talked about the doors that were closed and all. Isn’t 

this amazing? That He doesn’t walk up to us and say, “Look, 

you belong to Me twice. I made you and I bought you by the 

blood of My own self, and I’m opening the door and coming in 

and settling down in what is rightfully Mine.” 

 

He doesn’t get a search warrant. It’s amazing He doesn’t kick 

the door down and take over what rightfully belongs to Him. 

But in grace He’ll never force Himself on anyone. He 

graciously stands there and He’s knocking. And we have the 

free will to choose whether we’re going to open that door or 

not. The choice is ours. We’re making that right now. 
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Some may not be believers. They’ve never come to know 

Christ and the door is being knocked on at this moment.  

 

But maybe  others, as believers, have been condemned too by 

the words that have been said and sense that He’s out there 

too, because we’re consumed with everything but Him and 

He’s on the outside knocking just wanting to come in.  

 

“if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to 

him, and I will dine with him, and he with Me.” 

 

That’s not a strange place for Him to be. When He was born 

there was no room for Him in the inn. And He also said in the 

middle of His ministry: 

 

Matthew 8:20 

 

Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the 

Son of Man doesn’t have a place to lay His head. 

 

So it’s not unusual for Him to be neglected and to be left 

outside. But we can’t say He doesn’t care, because He counsels 

us in verse 18, He loves us in verse 19 and He’s knocking in 

verse 20. He wants to come in and He wants to dine with us, 

“and he with Me.” 

 

Our Daily Bread tells the story about an old couple that had 

no means of support except the generosity of an elderly 

gentleman in the congregation. This man gave them a 
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financial stipend every week and they lived totally on what he 

provided. And the story goes as follows: 

 

One Sunday the church scheduled a special meeting in the 

afternoon. The couple’s benefactor, who lived quite far away, 

wanted to remain in the area for the afternoon service. So he 

said to the old couple, “Would you mind if I joined you for 

dinner after the morning service?” Immediately the couple 

thought of the half loaf of stale bread, a bit of butter, and some 

cheese that was the entire contents of their cupboard. How 

could this friend dine with them, they thought? But [right 

then] the man interrupted their worries by adding, “I have 

brought a basket of things with me and there will be plenty 

for the three of us.” When he arrived at the poor, bare cottage, 

he unpacked the basket. Soon the three of them were gathered 

around a table that was spread with fried chicken, sliced ham, 

homemade bread, country butter, and apple pie. The man had 

not only come to dine with them, but he had also brought all 

that was needed for the feast. 

(from Our Daily Bread, December 11, year unknown) 

 

That’s the way Jesus does it. He doesn’t only come in when He 

comes, He brings all that’s needed to satisfy us. And if we find 

ourselves hungering and thirsting for things, He’s waiting to 

come in and to bring along everything that is needed. 

 

But we neglect it, don’t we? We put it off.  

 

Probably the saddest story in scripture is the love story 

between Solomon and Shulamith when Shulamith, after 
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they’ve been married for a while, kind of gets a little bit 

complacent. Solomon has been away on a business trip and he 

comes home late and he knocks on the door and she doesn’t 

want to get up. She says, “I put on my gown, I’ve gone to bed, 

I’ve had my bath, and I just don’t want to get my feet dirty.” 

She stays in bed while he’s knocking.  

 

And then she realizes she’s really messed up and the text 

says: 

 

Song of Solomon 5:5-6 

 

I opened for my lover, 

but my lover had left; he was gone. 

My heart sank at his departure. 

I looped for him but did not find him. 

I called but he did not answer. 

 

There will come a time too when He’ll walk away and He’ll no 

longer knock. 

 

v. 21 He who is gaining the victory, I will give to him to 

sit down with Me on My throne, as I also gained the 

victory and sat down with My Father on His throne.  

 

“He who is gaining the victory, I will give to him to sit down 

with Me on My throne, as I also gained the victory and sat 

down with My Father on His throne.” 

 

How do we “gain the victory”? Hearing the voice and opening 
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the door. 

 

If we take these little statements at the end of each of these 

letters and encapsulate them all together, what is it the Lord 

promises to give to those who cooperate with Him? Listen to 

these seven statements: 

 

1. To the church at EPHESUS: 

 

“I will give to him to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 

paradise of God. 

 

2. To SMYRNA: 

 

“He shall not be harmed by the second death.” 

 

3. To PERGAMOS: 

 

“I will give to him the manna which has been hidden,” 

 

“And I will give to him a white stone, and a new name has 

been written on the stone which no one is knowing except the 

person who is receiving it.” 

 

4. To THYATIRA: 

 

“I will give to him authority over the nations” 

 

“And I will give him the morning star.” 
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5. To SARDIS: 

 

“They shall thus be clothed in white garments;” 

 

“And I will not erase his name from the book of life,” 

 

“And I will confess his name before My Father, and before His 

angels.” 

 

6. To PHILADELPHIA: 

 

“I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God, and he will 

not go out from it any more;” 

 

“I will write upon him the name of My God, and the name of 

the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which is coming down 

out of heaven from My God, and My new name.” 

 

And now: 

 

7. To LAODICEA: 

 

“I will give him to sit down on My throne, as I also gained the 

victory and sat down with My Father on His throne.” 

 

v. 22 He who is having ears, let him hear what the 

Spirit is saying to the churches.’”  

 

“He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying 

to the”—WHAT?—“churches.’”” 
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Goodbye church. That’s the last time we’re going to see the 

church in the book of Revelation.  

 

In our next study we will see the church is in heaven, the 

Rapture has occurred. And this probably is the end of the 

church age and this is the final word from our Lord as He 

evaluates things from His perspective. 

 

Now we have ten lessons.  

 

Lesson #1: It is the wish of the Lord that we would be cold or 

hot. 

 

Lesson #2: Lukewarmness speaks of indifference toward the 

person of Christ and the message of the Gospel. 

 

Lesson #3: Lukewarmness makes the Lord nauseated. 

 

Lesson #4: The reason for lukewarmness is attached to 

material wealth. 

 

Lesson #5: The Lord’s analysis of these people is they are 

wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked. 

 

Lesson #6: The Lord makes provision for all of their needs in 

Himself. 

 

Lesson #7: The Lord reproves and disciplines those whom He 

loves. 
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Lesson #8: The Lord never violates your free will. He knocks 

and waits for you to hear and open. 

 

Lesson #9: When you hear and open the door, He will come in 

and have fellowship with you. 

 

Lesson #10: The Lord has taken His stand outside the door of 

the church. 

 

Maybe our world is a mess, maybe it’s in shambles. Maybe we 

feel like there’s no hope, we’re depressed, we’re discouraged. 

Some of these things are true. The Lord is still reaching out to 

work a miracle in our life too.  

 

And Gordon tells this story: 

 

(Rebuilding Your Broken World by Gordon MacDonald) 

 

 A legend from the sheep counties of England exemplifies 

the process. Some centuries ago two men were arrested and 

convicted for stealing sheep. The magistrate sent them to 

prison for several years and decreed that the letter S should 

be burned into their foreheads with a hot iron. He determined 

that no one should ever forget their crimes. 

 When the jail terms were ended, one of the two left the 

area and was never heard from again. The second, being 

greatly sorry for his thievery and having dedicated his life to 

God, chose to remain in the community and offer himself in 

service to people. As the years passed, everyone fell into his 
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debt because of the ways in which he freely gave himself to aid 

them in their sicknesses, their family crises, and their 

difficulties in their work. Soon no one remembered or spoke of 

his earlier crime of sheep stealing. They spoke only of all he 

had given them out of a heart of grace and love. 

 The legend concludes with the conversation of two small 

boys who because of their young age knew nothing of the past. 

Seeing the now aged man pass by, one asked the other, “Why 

do you think he has an S on his forehead?” 

 “I’m not sure,” the second replied, “but from what my 

mum says about him, I think it must mean ‘Saint.’“ 

p. 92  

 

Ruth Harms Calkin wrote a little book called Lord, Don’t You 

Love Me Anymore? In it she says this: 

 

(Lord, Don’t You Love Me Anymore? by Ruth Harms Calkin) 

 

God, forgive me. 

I am suddenly aware 

That for many months 

I have been more occupied 

With my personal pain and loss 

Than I have been with You. 

I know it is true: 

You are not obligated to explain 

My crushing blows or my aching void. 

Help me to trust You for who You are 

Regardless of what You permit. 

I acknowledge Your Sovereignty, God  
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But I long for You to burn 

Into every fiber of my being  

The undeniable truth 

That throughout all eternity 

You are a loving, caring 

And forever faithful Sovereign. 

p. 101  

 

Yes, He counsels, He loves, He knows and He knocks. He 

wants a relationship with us. 

 

Father, as we bow in Your presence, we do pray for these dear 

friends wherever this message finds them. That Your Spirit 

might speak to them and that they would respond. Father, if 

the Lord Jesus is knocking at some hearts, we pray that You 

would cause them to listen, to hear, and then to open the 

doors of their lives and experience the joy of life abundant in 

Jesus Christ. In the Savior’s name we pray. Amen. 
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A Practical Study of REVELATION: 

 

Bible Prophecy 

 

“What to Expect in the Days Ahead” 

 

Study Number Eight – The Letter to the Church at 

Laodicea – Revelation 3:14-22     NOTES 

 
v. 14 “And to the messenger of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The 

Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Beginning of the creation 

of God, is saying these things: 

v. 15 I am knowing your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; 

would that you were cold or hot. 

v. 16 So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I am 

about to vomit you out of My mouth. 

v. 17 Because you are saying, “I am rich, and have become 

wealthy, and I am having need of nothing,” and you are not 

knowing that you are the wretched one and miserable and poor 

and blind and naked. 

v. 18 I am counseling you to buy from Me gold having been refined 

by fire, in order that you may become rich, and white garments, in 

order that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your 

nakedness may not be revealed; and eyesalve to rub on your eyes, 

in order that you may be seeing. 

v. 19 Those whom I am loving, I am reproving and I am 

disciplining; keep on being zealous therefore, and have a change of 

mind. 

v. 20 Behold, I have taken my stand at the door, and I am 

knocking; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come 

in to him, and I will dine with him, and he with Me. 

v. 21 He who is gaining the victory, I will give to him to sit down 

with Me on My throne, as I also gained the victory and sat down 

with My Father on His throne. 

v. 22 He who is having ears, let him hear what the Spirit is saying 

to the churches.’“ 
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QUESTIONS: 

 

1. Read Revelation 3:14-22 and in your own words pull out the 

main thought of this passage. 

 

 

 

 

2. What are the three characteristics of the Lord Jesus, 

according to verse 14? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does the Lord know about them, according to  

verse 15? 

 

 

 

 

4. How does He respond to their condition, according to  

verse 16? 
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5. Why are they lukewarm, according to verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

6. What does the Lord counsel them to do, according to  

verse 18? 

 

 

 

 

7. What does the Lord do for those whom He loves,  

according to verse 19? 

 

 

 

 

8. Describe what the Lord is doing, according to verse 20. 

 

 

 

 

9. Which verse in the study has meant the most to you? 
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10. What lesson have you learned from this study? 

 

 

 

 

 

LESSONS FROM THE PASSAGE: 

 

What are some of the lessons we can learn from this particular 

study? 

 

 

LESSON #1: It is the wish of the Lord that we would be cold 

or hot. 

 

LESSON #2: Lukewarmness speaks of indifference toward the 

person of Christ and the message of the Gospel. 

 

LESSON #3: Lukewarmness makes the Lord nauseated. 

 

LESSON #4: The reason for lukewarmness is attached to 

material wealth. 

 

LESSON #5: The Lord’s analysis of these folks is they are 

wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked. 

 

LESSON #6: The Lord makes provision for all of their needs 

in Himself. 
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LESSON #7: The Lord reproves and disciplines those whom 

He loves. 

 

LESSON #8: The Lord never violates your free will. He knocks 

and waits for you to hear and open. 

 

LESSON #9: When you hear and open the door, He will come 

in and have fellowship with you. 

 

LESSON #10: The Lord has taken His stand outside this 

church. 
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